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MOMOTAPO

JaBHBIM-JaBHO B HEKOTOPOM MECTE XWJIM-ObLINU
CTapuk 1a crapyxa. BoT omHaXmbl cTapyK OTIIPaBUIICS
B IrOpbl pe3aTh XBOPOCT, a CTapyxa IoIlla Ha peKy Io-
JlockaTth Oenbe. Tak pa3oliMch OHU KaXKIbli TTO0 CBO-
UM JejiaM.

bbu10 Kak pa3 Havyas1o jeTa: TOJACTBIM KOBPOM CTJja-
JIach MO TUIOTHHE SIpKO-3eJieHasl TpaBa, MPpUOpeKHbIe
WBBI CBEIIMBAJIM BHU3 CBOM 3a3eJIeHEBIIME DaxpoMya-
Thie BeTBU. Bce Kpyrom ObLIO 3e/IeHO, 3eJIeHO TaK, YTO
riasza pasberaiuch. BpeMsi or BpemeHM Haberaa Hex-
HBIM TyHOBEHUEM BETEPOK, MO/IbIMAasi MEJIKYIO psiOb Ha
MOBEPXHOCTU BOJbI MU HEXKHO JIacKasl JIMILIO. XOPOIIO
ObLTO Kpyrom!

Crapyxa MocTaBWjIa CBO€ KOPHITO B YIOOHOM Me-
CTE€YKE W, BBIHWUMAsl OAHY 3a IPYTroW NMPOMOYEHHBIC
py0axu M 3aHOIIIEHHOE BepXHee IJIaThe, MorpyKaja 1ux
B BOJy, TAKYIO YUCTYIO U MPO3PAUYHYIO, YTO SICHO MOX-
HO OBUTO BUIIETh, KAK BBICKAKMBaJIa U3-10J KaMEIIIKOB
dopeb. ToJbKO U CABIIIHO ObLIO: LIJIeN-1IUIeT, 1IJIen-
nurern!

Bapyr Belllle 1O T€YEHUIO peKU OYXHYJ B BOAY
[IPEOTPOMHEMIINI, C KOMTHY MOYTU BEJIUYUHOM, TEep-

Momomapo 3



CUK M, packKauuBasiCh, IMEHS BOMIY, MOIUIBLT MO peKe
BHMU3.

— Kakoii mpekpacHbIl mepcuk! — cKaszana crapy-
xa, yBuaeB ero. — IllecTbaecsT jeT XKuUBy s Ha OejloM
CBETE, a OTPO.Y €lle HE BUAbIBAJA TAKOTO TPOMAIHOTO.
U BKyceH Xe, TOKHO ObITh, OH. BOT GBI XOpol1110 moii-
MaTh €To J1a CHelaTh MoJapovyek MOeMy JIemy... — TakK
paccyxzaa cTapyxa cama ¢ co00l0 U IPOTSIHYJIA PYKY,
HO MepcuKa ITOCTaTh He MOIJIA.

OrisiHynach Kpyrom: KaK Ha3ji0, HUTIE HeT MalKu.
Crapyxa 3afyMajach, HO BIpPYT €if MpUIIa B TOJOBY
HOBasl MbIC/Ib, 1, 00pallasich K IEPCUKY, OHA KPUK-
Hyna:

— JlanbHsIs1 BoJa ropbKasi, OJMKHSIS BOIA ClIagKasl.
He xomu B ropbkue MecTa, UIU CIOA, B CIAAKOE Me-
cro! — Heckonbko pa3 moBTOpuia OHA 3TO U MOJCTA-
BWJIA PYKU.

W Bot ynusutenbHoe aeso! Ilepcuk moHeMHory,
IMIOHEMHOTY CTaJl IIPUOIMKAThCS M HAKOHEI OCTaHO-
BWICS TIOJIJIE CTaApYXU.

— Ara, momayucs! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA OHA M XHUBE-
XOHBKO MoaoOpasa ero.

Temneps eii cTano yxe He 1o ctupku. Koe-kak cio-
>KUJla OHa OeJibe U TIOTIesiach JOMOM, 3aXBaTUB MEPCUK
B OXarKy.

«O0pamyeTcs Ke cTapuK, Korma MpuaeT JOMOi», —
MoayMajla OHa M CTajla €ro ITOMKMIATh.

Hacrtynun Bevyep; u BOT cTapuK UAET TOMOW, OTMU-
pasich Ha TOIOP, KaK Ha TPOCTb, HAaBbIOUEHHBII HapyO-
JIECHHBIM B TOpax XBOPOCTOM Tak, YTO JaXe rOJIOBbI He
BUJIHO.

3aBuzeB ero, crapyxa mooexana HaBCTpeUy:
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— O, crapuk, crtapuk! Tbl Benb 1 He 3HaEIIb, YTO
s1 JABHO YKe TMOIKUIAI0 TeOsI.

— A ut0? Ciyumioch pa3Be 4To-HUOYIH?

— Hert, Bce 6maromnonyuno. S mpurorosuia tede
roctuHell. JloBojieH Oynellb, KOrua MmoKaxy.

— Bor kak! Tel oueHb BHUMATEIbHA, — CKa3all
CTapuK 1, BBIMBIB C€0€ HOTH, BOIIEI B JIOM.

Crapyxa, ¢ TpyZIOM 00XBaThIBasl IIEPCUK, MOIHECIA
€ro CTapuKy.

— Bor nono0yiics, — ckazaja oHa.

VYBugeB ero, crapuk ObLT TTOpaXKeH:

— Bor Ttak nmepcuk! I'me xe Thl Kynujia Takyio
TyKy?

— Yrto? 4 coBcem He nokymnana ero. — M crapyxa
noApoOHO paccKasajla Bce Kak ObLIO.

Crnytiast ee, ctapuk Bce 6osiee 1 6osiee YIUBIISIICS:

— Hy 6naropapio. A kcraru, 51 nporononaics. Ja-
Baii-Ka IOCKOpee 3aKyCUM ITEPCUKOM.

C 3TUMHM cJI0BaMM OH IIPUHEC M3 KYXHU OOJIBbIION
HOX U, TIOJIOXUB MEPCUK Ha JIOTOK, COBCEM YK€ CO-
OpaJics pa3pes3aTh ero IornojaM. TolIbKO Y4TO XOTeI OH
cesaTh 9TO, KaK BAPYr — HECJbIXaHHOE Nejio! — u3-
HYTpU TIepCUKa pa3fajcsi HeXHBIN IeTCKUI TOJI0C:

— Ilomoxxayu HEMHOTO, CTapUK!

B TOT ke MOMEHT IepCHUK C TPECKOM DPa3de/IMIICS
Ha JIBE MOJIOBUHBI, U OTTYAa HEOXUIAHHO BBICKOUWJI
COBCEM ellle MJIaJieHell, MaJb4yuK.

Kaxk Tyt He ucmyrarbcst. CTapuk M crapyxa Iepe-
TPYCUJIM HAaCMEPTh 1, aXHYBIIH, 3alIPOKUHYIMChH Ha3a/l.

Masibuuk cTan ux yCroKauBaTh:

— He nyraiitech, He myraiitech. S BoBce He cTpalll-
HOe uynoBuIle. Sl cIycTuics ciofa Mo BeJEeHUIO He-
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OecHbIX O0roB. Bel 006a ropeBaiu o ToM, UTO y Bac 10
CHX TIOp HET JeTeii; O0rv MPOHUKINCH XKaJIOCThIO U I10-
>KajoBajau BaM MeHs. [IpuMuTe MeHsI Kak CBOEro pe-
OcHKa U BOCIIMTBIBAMTE.

BoT 4TO TOBOPMII OH MM YUCTHIM 3BOHKUM TOJIO-
coMm. Kak ObL1Oo He 00pamoBaThbCsl CTApUKY U CTapyxe,
KOrJa OHU yCJbIIaau 3T0? YXe JaBHO ropeBajii OHU
0 TOM, YTO OHM CTapbl, a JeTeil y HUX BCE HET; U BOT
COBEpIIEHHO HEOXUIAaHHO HeOO JapyeT MM TaKOIo
npekpacHoro pedeHka. Kakas Heomucyemasi pagocThb!
OHU He 3HajIM, YTO UM JeJIaTh, XJIONATh JIM B JIAMOIIIH,
TaHIIEBaTh JIU, U YyTh C yMa HE CXOAWUJIM OT PamgOCTH.
CrapuKu cTajy BOCIIUTHIBATh 3TOr0 pedeHKa, KOTOPO-
My ganu uMst MomoTtapo!, Tak KaK OH BbILLE U3 IIep-
CHKa, U HEXHO JIIOOUJIM ero, Kak JItoosIT 6aboyek, Kak
MOXHO JIOOUTH LUBeThl. MUayT mTHM 32 THSAMU, MECSIIIbI
3a Mecs1laMU; JIETUT OBICTPOKPHUIOE BpeMsi, M BOT Mo-
MOTapO UCIIOJHUJIOCH MSITHAALATh JIET.

Kax y HucriociianHoro HeOOM, y HETO HE MOLJIO
OBbITh, KOHEYHO, HEIOCTaTKOB, HU TEJIECHBIX, HU JIy-
XOBHBIX. TeJOM OH OBbLI KpacuB, JTYXOM MYXKECTBEH,
KpoMe TOro, OH o0J1afaj TpOMaJaHON (HU3UYECKOM cU-
JIOIi — OIHUM CJIOBOM, 3TO OBLI OOraThIpb, IPEBOCXO-
JTUBIIUN BCEX U CTABIIMUN YXe CUIbHBIM, KPAaCUBBIM
¥ TO0JIECTHBIM MYKurHO#. CTapuK M cTapyxa He MOT-
JI1 HapaaoBaThCs.

OnHaxabl MomMoTapo oOpaTUiicsl K CTapUKY:

— Oreu! Cny4aifHO BBIIIIO, YTO THI CTaJl MHE OT-
1IOM, a s Tebe ChIHOM. [loyirre robl U MeCsIIbl BOCITH -
ThIBaJ Thl MeHs. becrnpenenbHa MUJIOCTh TBOSI; OHA
BBIIIIE TOPHI, HA KOTOPOII KOCST TpaBy, OHa TJy0Oxe
peKu, B KOTOpoi mosionryT Oenbe. S He 3HAW, Kak
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¥ BBIPA3UTh MOIO 0JIarOMAapHOCTh, — TroBOpUI MoMo-
Tapo.

CTtapuk cCMyTHJICS:

— Yto THI, uTO THI! MOXHO JI1 TOBOPUTH O TaKOM
oesmemuie? Pa3Be ecTh UYTO-HUOYOb YAWBUTEIbLHOE
B TOM, YTO JIETHU IOJIb3YIOTCS 3a00TaMU U PACIIOIOXKE-
HUEM pomuTeneii? A MbI Bedb CTAIA TeOE POOUTEIISIMH,
a Thl HaM chIHOM. Koraa Thl BeIpacTelllb, TO B BO31asi-
HUE 3a HalllM 3a00ThI Thl OyICIIb MeUbCsl O HAC 0OOUX.
Mb1 panu Tebe He OoJiblie, YeM MOJyYUM OT TeOs.
A 4TO Tenepb ThHI TOJKYEIIb O 0JIaromapHOCTH, TaK Thl
3TUM TOJBKO OropYaelib MEHSI.

— A 3areM ecTb y MEHS OIHO IeJ0, O KOTOPOM
0010Ch U cKa3aTh, UOO HEJIOBKO TOBOPUTH OO0 3TOM Te-
Mnepb, KOraa s elle HU4YeM He BO3Aasl 3a OKa3aHHbBIC
MHe MuiaocTtu. EcTb y MeHs K TeOe mpochba, He OTKa-
KW BBICITYIIATh €€.

— Tbl He MOXOX Ha APYIWX JIONEHN, U TBOIO MTPOCH-
Oy s BbICITYIIAIO.

— Tak BoT, mpomry TeOs1, moxanyiicTa, OTIyCTH
MEHS Telepb U3 JIOMY.

— Yro? OrnycTuTh?

— Ha Bpems Tonbko. A ckopo BepHYCh.

— A Kyga e Thl pelIiil OTIIPaBUThCS?

— Thl He OBepHUILb, JaXKe €CIU 51 pacCcKaxy Tebe
Bce moapoOHo. Ha ceBepo-BocToKe Hamieil SImoHMH,
JaJIeKO-1aJleKo B OecIpeae/IbHOM OKeaHe, €CTh OCTPOB,
Ha KOTOPOM KMBYT Y€PTH. 3/Ibl M1 HEIIOKOPHBI 3TU Yep-
1. OHM HEe TOJBKO HE MCIOHSIIOT TTOBEJICHNI HAIIINX
00KeCTBEHHbIX ITpaBUTEJIC, HO, HAIIPOTUB, COBEpPIIIa-
10T elle Haberu Ha Hallly CTpaHy, 3Ty MPEKpPacHYIO
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paBHUHY 0aMOyKa, YBOIAT M TOXUPAIOT JIIONEH, pac-
XUIIA0T 1006po. HeT Ha cBeTe HUYETO HEHABUCTHEE WX;
W Terepb MOWIY 51 HA HUX MTOXOIOM, COKPYIIY 3TO OT-
ponbe OHUM yIapoM M BEpHY Haszaj Bce HarpabsieH-
HBbIE UMW COKPOBUINA, KOTOPBIX OHW HAKOMWJIU Oec-
YUCJIeHHOe MHOXecTBO. [loxanyiicta, pa3pemin MHe
9TO, YOEAUTENbHO MpOIly TeOsI, — TOpsSY0 TOBOPUII
MowmoTtapo, OTKpbIBasi CTApUKY BCE CBOW 3aBETHBIC
TUTaHBI.

Cinyiiasi ero, cTapuk YAMBISIJICS €rO CMEJbIM He
10 ToAaM peyaM U B TO XKe BpeMmsi Haaesuics, uyto Mo-
MOTapo, TaKoi OoraTelpb HA BUJ, Ja K TOMY Xe€ ITO-
cylaHel] He0a, BO BCSIKOM CITy4ae OCTAHETCS HEBPEIUM.
XJI0TITHYB ce0s1 MO KOJICHSIM, OH CKa3aJl:

— VYnusurenbHo! Kak ke Mory yaepxatb s TeOs,
KOrna Thl TOBOPUIIb Takoe. I oTmyury Tedsi, Kak Thl
MPOCHIIIb, HO Thl TTOCKOPEe TO0OEPUCH O 3TOTO OCTPO-
Ba 4YepTeil, yHUUTOXb UX, IPEKPATA HECUACTHE U YCIIO-
KOW HAIlly CTpaHy.

MomoTapo ObIT OUYeHb pajl, YTO CTapUK TaK JIETKO
corylacuics, u crai onarogaputh ero. OT pagocTu My-
JKECTBO €T0 yBEJIMYWIOCHh B NIECITh pa3, W, HE OTKJIA-
JbIBas B JIOJTUI SIIIKUK, OH C 3TOTO K€ THS CTall TOTO-
BUTKCSI K TTOXOJY.

CrapuK MPUHSUT Ha Ce0s XJIOMOTHI IO CHAOXKEHUIO
€ro MpOoJIOBOJILCTBMEM B Topory. OH MpUHEC JaBHO yXe
TPUTNIACEHHOE UM TIPOCO, MOCTaBUJI Ha TOJIy B KyXHE
OOJIBIIYIO CTYIKY, U 00a OHU, BMECTE CO CTapyXOW,
MOCTYKHMBAsl TecTaMU, Ha4ajlu TOJOUYb MPOCO, YTOOBI
clenaTh U3 HeTO KOJIOOKM.

Ho BoT yXe u KoJloOku nocneau. MomoTtapo Ha-
Jlaauia cBOe JOpokKHoe IiaTthe. BOoT oH ceituac otmpa-
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BUTCS B moxol. Tskenoe neno paznyka! Crnesbl ctaiu
TYMaHUTb TJIa3a CTAPUKOB.

— CMoTpu xe, Oyb OCTOPOXKEH, — TOBOPHWJI ONIMH.

— bnaromnoayyHo Bo3Bpaiiaiics. YK Kak MbI XKI1aTh
TeOs1 OyneM, — goOaBuiia apyrasi.

A rojioca y o0oux Tak u apoxaiau. MoMoTapo Toxke
OBILJT MOTPSICEH.

— Hy, g uny. CuactinBo octaBatbes. [Ipornaiite,
MNpOoIIAKTE...

A nanpllle ¥ He MOT YK€ CKa3aTb HMYEero W, 000-
pBaB CBOIO peyb, MOIIeN U3 aoMy. Jlosro eme Beien
€My CMOTpPEJIM CTapuK U CTapyxa; MOJITO €lle OTJIsIbl-
Bajicss MomoTapo...

PacnpoctuBmmch co crapukamu, MoMoTapo ObI-
CTPO TOIIeJ BOepen W BHepen mo gopore. Ho Bor
COJIHIIE CTaJIO Ha ToJiIeHb, 1 MOMOTapo MOYYBCTBOBAJ
rosion. I[lpuceB Ha KOpHU NepeBa MOMJIE NOPOTH, OH
BBIHYJI TIPOCSIHOM KOJIOOOK M Hayas ero kesaTb. Bapyr
W3 pacCTWIABIICHCS Tepel HUM MOKPBITOU TpaBOM
PaBHUHBI [MOKA3aJICsI OTPOMHBIN TECTPBIN IEC BEIU-
4yuHO ¢ Jobporo TeneHka. [MpubnausuBmuch K Mo-
MOTapo, OH YCTaBWJICSI Ha HEro U, OCKAaJIWB KJIBIKU,
HayvaJl TPO3UTh:

— TaB, ras! Uro 3a HempoieHsli TocTh? Kak cme-
elIb Thl XOIWUTh 3[IECh TT0 MOUM BIIAJCHUSIM, BIIAJCHU-
ssm KHs13s1 Bytn?. Otnaii ceifuac xe MHe BCIO CHElb,
KOTOPYIO THI €lllb, a caM youpaiics. A He TTOCITyIIaellb,
TakK 51 TYT Xe U3rpbidy Tebst Bcero. ['aB, ras! I'as, ras!

Momortapo 3acmestics:

— YTO TBHI TOPOOUIIIL TAKOE, 3aXymajias co0auoHKa!
4 Benb uay BoiiHOM Ha YepToB ocTpoB sl OGjara Ha-
meit crpanbl. 1 — Mowmorapo. Eciu ThI cTaHems mipe-

Momomapo 9



MSITCTBOBATh MHE, TO HE KAM Tmomanabl. S cam pa3py0-
JII0 TeOsI HalBO€ C I'OJIOBHI.

Tyt niec cnoBHO onomHuics. [Tomkas BApYT cBOM
XBOCT, CHCJABIINCH COBCEM MaJICHBKMM, OH TIpPUTIAJ
K 3eMJIe M cKa3ajl ITOYTUTEJIbHO:

— S capnan paHbliie, YTO €CTh Takoii MoMoTapo,
U TeTepb M0 HE3HAHUIO TOJIbKO MO3BOJIMI cebe TOBO-
puTh rpydo ¢ Toboro. IIpoctu, noxanyiicta. — U, ckio-
HUB CBOIO T'OJIOBY K 3€MJIe €lli¢ HUXKe, OH IIPOIOJI-
xan: — Tak Tel uaenrs nmoxonom Ha YepToB ocTpoB?
[Mpukaxu MHe cemoBaTh 3a TOOOIO ITOJ TBOMM Haya-
JIOM. DTO OyIeT ISt MEHS BEIMYANIIIM CYaCThEeM.

— Yto x! Eciu THI Tak 3kejaeub, TO s COTJaceH
B3SITh TeOS C CO00IO0.

— Kaxk Tb1 00pagoBan MeHsI TeM, 4TO cpasy corja-
cwicst. Hy a 3arem... SI ToXe CHIIBHO IIPOTOJIOAANICS.
Boeimenu MHe, moxanyiicTa, OOHY ILUITYYKY M3 TeX, YTO
THI €IIIb.

— D10 Nyuymuii Bo Bceil AnoHuu KonoboK; 1ieno-
ro s1 He MOry JaTh TeOe, a MOJOBUHY JaM.

— bmarogapro.

Tyt byTu nojyuui noJoBUHY KOJOOKa U CTajl Bac-
caioM MomoTapo. Ilocie 3Toro oHu OBICTPO 3alliara-
JI1 1O J0pore.

Il oHM ropamu, IIUIM OHU AOJIAMH, U BCE IIPO-
JBUTAJIMCH 1a IIPOABUTAIMCH Briepea. Ho BOT omHaXIbI,
KOrJa OHU IIUIM, C AepeBa, CTOSIBIIETO y HUX Ha IyTH,
COCKOYMJIO BIAPYT C IIIYMOM KaK0e-TO KMBOTHOE U T1aJIo
HUII iepea MomMorapo.

— JloOpo moxanoBaTh, 10OPO MmoxajnoBaTb, Mo-
MoTapo! Tsl maelb MTOXOAOM; IOXayiicTa, BO3bMU
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MeHsI ¢ 00010, — 3aroBOpPWJIO OHO, HO bytm, He no-
CJIyIlIaB [0 KOHIIA, 3JI00HO BhITApallMI IJ1a3a 1 3aJlasiL;

— Baccan y Momorapo — ¢, byru. Passe Tbl, rop-
Hast 00e3bsiHa, TOAHA Ha YTO-HUOYIb B 6010? YOupaii-
csl ceifyac ke oTcrona, YToObl M cjiefa TBOEro He ObLIO!
T'aB, raB! I'aB, raB! — W oH X0Tea BLEMUThLCI B 00e-
3bSTHY 3y0amu.

O0e3bsiHa, y KOTOPOI MCTIOKOH BEKOB MIET BpaXa
¢ co0aKoii, ToXe He cTaja MOJIYaTh.

— Yro TH 3a3Haellbcs Tak?! — KpUKHYJA OHA,
TOTOBasl CXBATUTHCS 3a PYKOSTKY Meua.

Ho meua y Hee He ObLI0, 1 BMECTO 3TOIO OHA OCKa-
Juia 3yObl U U30TrHYyJa Kortu. HemHoro emie, U TyT
Hayajach Obl CXBaTKa, HO BMeliajics MoMoTapo u pas-
BEJI UX:

— Oii tol! Iloronu, xyna nesemb? A Tol, byTu,
TOXE YCIIOKOMCH.

— Harmpacno 310, — ckasan byru. — Dta ropHas
00e3bsiHa TOJILKO OITACKYIUT TBOIO CBETJIOCTb.

— JlagHo, 3TO Tebs He KacaeTcs, — cKazajl Mo-
MOTapo, yaepxxuBasi byt B cTopoHe; 3aTeM 00paTu-
cs K o0e3psiHe: — Hy, roBopu, 4To ThI Takoe?

O06e3bsiHa TTOYTUTEIBLHO CIOXMIA 00€ JaIlbl U cKa-
3ana:

— 41 XuBy B 3TUX ropax M Ha3bIBaroCh Macupoii®.
o MeHsT DOLLINA CIyXH, YTO MoMoTapo MOET BOMHOM
Ha YepTOB OCTPOB, W I HEMPEMEHHO XeJalo OTIpa-
BUTBCS BMecTe. MI3BUHU, YTO S IBUJIACh Oe3 TIpUTIIa-
IIeHUsI, HO, MOXaJlyiicTa, UCIIOJHU MOIO IIPOCHOY:
IOBEJIM MHE C CETOMHSIIIHErO IHSI ObITh TBOUM Bacca-
JIOM; Thl OCYACT/IMBUIIL MEHSI 3TUM.
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