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AHHoOTauus

B BrvKTOpUaHCKOM AHIMUN HE MPUHATO XXEHUTHLCH Ha AeByLLUKe ¢ norybneHHon penyTaumen.
OpHako negm pelic YoppeH rotoBa Ha Bce, YTObbl n3bexatb HeMuHyeMoro 6paka no pacuyery.
30ecb HyxXeH KoBapHbIi 060MbCTUTEND, U pasyMeeTcs, 3To 6yAeT KyMUp CTOMUYHbIX KYPTU3aHOK
BuHceHT XKepmeH, rpady PenbopH.

OpHako [penc owwubnacb. [log MackoW npoxuraTens >XUM3HU TauTCs UCTUHHBLIV
[PKEHTNbMEH, cpa3sy 3anofo3pUBLUUN, YTO TaWHCTBEHHas HE3HAKOMKa, C KOTOPOW OH npoBsen
HOYb, — IBHO He Ta, 3a Koro cebs BbiAaeT. pad nyckaeTcst Ha NOUCKN 3arao4HON KpacasuLibl,
4YTOObl BEPHYTb «MOPYraHHON XepTBe» yTPaYeHHYI0 YeCTb.

Tonbko 4yno MOXeT crnacTy B6pak, NOPoXAEHHbIN Henenow owmnokon. Ho ncTuHHas nboBb,
He Mpu3HaloLLLas HM NOTMKKU, HU A0BOAOB pa3ymMa, cnocobHa TBOpUTb vydeca...
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Jlopa J1aHAoH
YnoBku nrooBu
PomaH

Bcem moum uumamensm

Mponor

Man 1853 200a
Jlonoon, Aunenus

Buncent XXepmeH, onnHHaIATEIA MapKu3 X3UBOPT, ACBATHIN reprior PeitbopH, pacxakuBat
B3a/I-BIIepe/l [0 KOPHUI0pY Mepe IBEPHIO B CIIANIBHIO €ro *eHbl. Ha ero 10y O1ecTen not, OH cTeka
T10 JIMILY, TOTajall B I1a3a. Mapkusy XoTenoch 0exaTh, HO JIeBaThcsl ObUI0 Hekyaa. He Ob110 Takoro
MecTa, r71e Obl €ro He MPEecie0BaId MyYUTEIbHbIE CTOHBI €ro KeHbl. OH cXaJl KyJIaKy U OAOUIeN
K KOHILy Kopuaopa. BHelHe oH nepikaincs Kak mofo0aeT repory, Ho B JIyllie He YyBCTBOBaJ ceOs
uM. Bot Tak ['ocniogs bor nmoka3piBaeT cMEpTHOMY MpPENEIIbl €r0 BIACTH, YUUT YEJIOBEKa CMHUpE-
HUIO, KOTJ]a OH CTAHOBUTCS Y€pecuyp CaMOyBEPEHHBIM U HAYMHAET U3JIUIIIHE NI0JIaraThCs Ha ce0sl.
WU cerogns Beyepom bor pemrm, uto He0OXoAMMO MOKa3aThk repuory PeiibopHy, HACKOJIBKO OH B
NecTBUTENBbHOCTH OeccuiieH. BUHCEHTY XoTenoch MpoKJInHaTh Hebeca u OyHToBaTh npoTuB bora
3a HECIIPABEJINBOCTh, HO BMECTO 3TOTO OH CHOBA CTaJl MOJIUTHCS.

OH toprosascs ¢ borom Ha npoTsKeHUH Bcel HOUM, Ipesiarall eMy Bce 3eMHble 00raTcTBa,
KOTOPBIMH BJIaJIeN, Jaxke COOCTBEHHYIO KU3Hb. BuHceHT YKepMeH ObuT MOCTaBIIEH Ha KOJIEHU BTO-
poit pa3 B xxu3HU. OH OBUT OTHMM M3 CaMbIX OOTaThIX U BIHMATEIBHBIX JIFOJEH BO BCEH AHIINH,
HO CEroJiHsl YyBCTBOBaJ ce0s TaKUM e OEeCIIOMOLTHBIM, KaK MOCIECAHUN YIUYHBINA MMOMpOIIaiKa.
C TOlt camMOlf MUHYTBI, KOT/Ia OH Y3HaJI, YTO €ro ’KeHa JKJeT peOeHKa, OH CTajl MOJUTHCS, YTOOBI
B ATOT pa3 Bce 3aKOHUMIIOCH MHade. OH MOJIUJIICS, YTOOBI B 3TOT pa3 €ro jkeHa 01aromnoyy4Ho npo-
M3Belia Ha CBET MJIaJICHIIA M Y HeTo Obl MOSIBUIICSA HACJIETHUK, K KOTOPOMY MepeneT Cl1aBHOE UM
Peiibopna. On naxe noo6eman bory, uTo eciu ero xeHa U MiIaJieHel] IePEeKUBYT ITO UCTILITAaHUE,
OH HHUKOT/Ia 0OJIbIlle HE PUCKHET U3TUTH B Hee cBoe ceMs. Ho ero MoiIuTBBI OKa3aJIuch TIETHBIMU.
[Ipomuio yxe mouTu ABa JHS, a €ro jKeHa BCe ellle He pa3pemuiachk oT Opemenu. JlBa nus, u Bun-
CEHT 3HaJl, 4YTO AH/PKEINHA MPOKMBET HEHaMHOTO JI0JIbIIE, eClH pPeOCHOK, KOTOPBIH, 10 CI0BaM
JIOKTOPA, CIIUIIKOM BEJIMK JIJIsl Hee, He BBIMJIET B caMoe Onukaiiiiee Bpems.

BHHCEHT OTTOJKHYJICA OT CTEHBI, B 3TO BpEMsI pa3Jajcsi HOBBIA CTOH, OT KOTOPOTO y HETO
MepeBEPHYIOCH Bce BHYTpHU. OH 3acThul. ETo Mymminm coxaneHus U 4yBCTBO BUHBI. CTpax — Takoi
CHJIBHBIN, 94TO OH efBa Mor ero BeiHecTr. OHa ciradena. O, eciu ObI OH MOT O0JIETYUTE €€ 00JIb. ..
ecnu Obl pOKJIEHNE HACJIETHUKA HE OBLIO COMPSIKEHO ¢ TAKUM OOJIBIIIUM PHCKOM... €CIU ObI OH
HUKOT/a HE M3JIWJI CBOE CEMsI B €€ JIOHO. ..

Bce 310 O6bU1H cOXasIeHUs, MOPOKICHHBIE OTYAsTHUEM.

JIBepb ee crajgbHU OTKPBLIACK. [ €pIor BBITEp BCIOTEBIINH JI00 U C TPEBOTOM MOCMOTpEN B
CTOPOHY KOMHaThI. Ero cep/le Tsakelo yxano B Ipyid, KaK MOJIOT.

W3 cranpHM TOPOIIMBO BBIIIA TOPHUYHAS, HECS IPONUTAHHBIE KPOBBIO MPOCTHIHU. 110 ee
NenenbHO-01eTHOMY JIMIYYy TEKJIH CJe3bl, a BO B3MVISAAE YUTAJIACh Ta e OeCIOMOIIHOCTh, KaKylo
OH BHJIEJ HA JINLAX CIYT MATh JET Ha3ald, B IPYTyK HOYb, IOXOXKYI0 Ha CETOIHAIIHION. B HOUb,
KOTJa ero rneppasi )keHa yMeplia, pokas ux peOeHka.
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W3-3a nBepu noHeccs elle OuH NMPpUIIyIHIeHHbIH cToH. Kpuku AHIKETUHBl CTAaHOBUINCH
ciabee, HO B HUX CJIBIIIATIOCH €ie OoJblle 00N M OTYAsHUS. BUHCEHT PEeUIMTENbHBIM IIaroM
JBUHYJICSI K KOMHAre, I7ie Jie)Kala €ro jKeHa, IbITasCh IPOU3BECTU Ha CBET ero pedenka. OH He
HO3BOJIUT €l ymepeTb. OH INPOCTO HE CMOXKET JKUTh C TPY30M OTBETCTBEHHOCTHU 3a CMEPThH €Il
OJIHOM JKEHILIUHBI.

OH OTKpBLI ABEPH U BOLIEN. BUHCEHT mOCMOTpeN Ha XKeHy, U y Hero ynajo cepaue. OH men-
JIEHHO TOZOLIEI K KPOBATH.

— Bama cBetnocth, BaM... HE... HE CJIEI0BAJIO MPUXOAUTh, — MpolIenTana AHIKENINHA, ee
c11a0bIi rooc ObUT MTOJIOH OOJH.

BuHceHT pe3ko BTSHY BO3AyX U pacpaBuil U 0€3 TOro MUPOKUE TUIEUH.

— 51 Bam1 My>X, 1 IMEHHO 37IECh MHE CJIEyET HaXOUThCS.

AH/pKenMHa nomnbITanach ynblOHyThCs. Ero cepiie nepeBopaunBaioch B Ipyau, eEMy Kaza-
J0Ch, YTO KaKasi-TO 4acTh ero ymepiaa. OH HaKJIOHUJICS K KPOBAaTH U B351 AHDKEIIUHY 32 PYKY.

— S mpuIen ckazaTh, UTO KA YK€ T0CTaTOYHO A0iT0. U s Tpedyro, 9ToOBI BBl IPEKPATHITN
TSHYTb BPEMS M POJMIIM HAIero peOeHKa.

OHa npepbIBUCTO B3/10XHYJA.

— Kak 7710 Ha Bac nmoxoxe. Bbl Tpebyere Toro, Hasi 4eM y Bac HET BIIACTH.

— IloroMy uTO 5 Bceraa cuuTall 3TO OYEHb JIEHCTBEHHBIM, — OTBETUJI TE€PLIOL.

OH yOpas npHJIMIIIITYIO K €€ IIeKe MPsJIb BoJocC. [0Cmonu, Kak ke eMy He XOTeI0Ch €€ TePSTh!
OH He MOT cKa3aTh, 4TO JIIOOUT €€, OH JIaXKe He ObLIT YBEPEH, UTO 3HAET, UTO TAKOE JIIOOOBh, HO OHA
ObL1a eMy o4eHb Jopora. OH He MOT IIPEACTaBUTh ce0e KU3HU Oe3 Hee.

— borock, Ballla CBETIIOCTb, YTO B 3TOM BOIIPOCE BalllM TPeOOBAaHUS OECIIOIE3HBI.

OH ycunreM BOJIH y/IepIKajcs OT OTBETa, 3aCTaBUII ce0sl HE TOBOPHUTBH €id, YTO OH TOXKE ITOTO
oouTtcs.

Teno AHKeTUHBI IPOH3UIIA €llle oHa BojaHa Oonu. OHa nmoneliTanack 3aKpu4arh, HO €l He
XBaTHJIO CHJI, © BMECTO 3TOT0 OHA M3Jajia JIMIIb CJIa0bIi, skankuil B31oxX. OH 00XBaTUJI €€ KUCTh,
OHA MOIBITAJIaCh CXBATUTHCS 3a €0 PYKY, HO ObLIa Tak c1aba, 4To ee MmokaTve ObUIO MOYTH HEOLTY-
tuMbIM. Korna ciasm Oonu nporiiesn, oHa npolenrania:

— BuHCeHT, BBI 3HaeTe, KaK CHIILHO 5 Bac JI00JII0?

VY Hero 3amumnaio B Ia3ax oT cjes.

— Jla, AnxenuHa. S Obu1 cyacTIMBENIIUM U3 My»X4uH. Bo BceM Mupe st He cMor Obl HAlTH
HUKOTO 00Jiee COBEPUIEHHOT0, YeM Bbl. BbI crienain MeHsl O4eHb CHACTIMBBIM.

— Ho s He cMmorva 1aTh BaM HacjieHUKA. S 3Har0, Kak Bbl 3TOTO XOTEJIH.

Y BuncenTa cxanoch ropsio. OH mpoliienTa:

— MbI 00a 3TOr0 XOTEINH.

Ee cHoBa ckpyTmiia 0016, OHa BIENIIIACH B €70 PYKY, XKaIHO JOBS PTOM BO3IYX.

— IIpomry Bac, He... HE IOKUAANTE MEHS.

— Hert, AnpxenuHa, S Bac HE OCTaBIIIO.

OH cen Ha cTys BO3JIe KPOBAaTU U CTaJ AEPKaTh €€ BAIYI0 XPYIIKYIO pyKy cBoeil pykoil. OH
YyBCTBOBAJI TaKylo OOJIb B TPY/H, YTO BCE €TO TEIIO Tep3asia HEBBHIHOCHMAs MYyKa.

— Bama cBemiocTs, HE BOJIHYHTECH 3a Maliblilla, — npouientaina AnmxkennHa. — Korna mbl
norajieM Ha Hebeca, st Oyry 0 HeM XOpOIIo 3a00THTHCA.

BuHCeHT ¢ TpyZ1OM CIJIOTHYII.

— 4 3nar0.

OH HaKJIOHWIICA HAJ HEW M HEXHO IOoIeIoBal B meKy. OHa B MOCIIETHUHN pa3 MOMbITAIACh
eMy ynbpIOHyThCSl. OH MOTIaaui MajbllaMy €€ JIMIO U CHOBAa CTaj JepKaTh ee 3a pyKy. Uto oH
HarBopw1? CTOUT JIM JKEeJTaHUE UMETh HACJIEeTHUKA Jake OAHOM *u3HU? CTOUT 1M1 peOEHOK TOro
pHCKa, KOTOPOMY MY>KYMHA BBIHYK/IA€T KSHIMHY MTOBEpPrHyThCs? Vnn prcka, Ha KOTOPBI KeH-
IIMHA CYUTACT ceOst 00s3aHHOM MOUTH?
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Haxoner ona poauina pedeHka. ITo ObUT COBEPIIEHHO 3A0POBBIA MAIBYUK C ITyXJIBIMHU pyd-
KaMH ¥ HOKKaMH ¥ TYCTBIMH YE€pPHBIMH BOJIOCAMH, TAKUMH Ke, Kak y Buncenra. IIpexpacHbiii
MITaJICHEI 3aCHYJI BEYHBIM CHOM, M €TO JIUIO BhIpa)Kkajo OJIaKeHHOE YMHPOTBOPEHHE.

BuHceHT nepxait pyKy *KeHbI e11e JI0JTO IOCIIE TOT0, KaK OHa OCTHUIA, IOCTIE TOTO, KaK KHU3Hb
NoKHHYJa ee Tero. [1o ero mekaM TeKIM ciae3bl, ¥ OH He cIepKUBaIcs. Panu Toro, 4To0bI MOAApHUThH
€My HaclleHUKa, AH/DKEIIMHA MTOKePTBOBAIa BCEM.

Jlepka CBOIO MEPTBYIO JKEHY 32 pyKy, BUHCEHT nan ceOe KIATBY, 4TO HUKOTIA OOJbIIE HE
IIO3BOJIUT HY OJTHOM KECHIIWHE IIOWTH HA TAKOM PUCK.
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maBa 1

Aneapo 1858 2o0a
Jlonoon, Aunenus

Jlenu I'petic YoppeH cTosiyia B CTOPOHE OT TOJITBI TOCTEH, KOTOPBIE COOPATNCh, YTOOBI ITOTIPH-
BETCTBOBATh MOJIOJIO’KEHOB, M HAOJTI0/1aJ1a 33 CBOCH MITa N CECTPON DHH U €€ MOJIOJIBIM MYKEM.
[Tocne TopkecTBEHHOTO CBa1IeOHOTO 3aBTpaKa My COOMpAJICs YBE3TH CYACTIUBYIO HOBOOPAUHYIO
13 JJOHOAOHCKOI'O JOMa UX OTHA U OTIIPAaBUTHCA C HEW B HOBBIU J0M, TA€ OHU HAYHYT YYyJACCHYIO
COBMECTHYIO XM3Hb. ['pelic TiyOoKo B310XHYIA, OHA HCIIBIThIBAJIA TAKOE 00JIerYeHHe, YTo eBa He
najiajia Ha KOJICHH.

Teneps OHH B 0€30MaCHOCTH.

['peiic mmoTHyMa, cTapasick N30aBUTHCS OT KoMa B ropiie. KommMap, ¢ KOTOphIM OHA JKHJIa Tak
JIOJITO, YTO YK€ U CUET roJjaM MoTepsijia, HAKOHEL-TO 3aKOHUMJICS: TIOCIEIHSS U3 IIECTH €€ CecTep
BBIIIUIA 3aMYK, TEMIEPh Y HEE €CTh MYXK, KOTOPBIH e¢ 3amuTuT. HakoHe1-To oHu Bce B O€30TacHO-
ctu. Hemocsiraemsl 111 HEToO.

['peiic ucnpiThIBaNa Taky:o 3ioputo, 4TO ee ObUIO TPYAHO Nepenars cioBamu. OHa OYeHb
0osi1ach, 9YTO y HEE YTO-HUOYIh TOWAET HE TaK, M ITOT YEJIOBEK KaKMM-HHOYIh 00pa3oM MOJy-
YUT OAHY U3 HUX. ['peiic mocMoTpena Ha DHH U ee MOJIOAO0r0 My>Ka, OTMeyasi, C Kakoi JIt0OOBbIO
OHM CMOTPAT JIpYyT Ha JIpyra, 3amedasl uX poOKHe MPUKOCHOBEHUS U TOMHBIE B3IIsIbl. Ee cepaue
3aHBUIO OT OOJIE3HEHHOTO TOMJIEHUS], @ BEIb OHA JlyMaJia, YTO [0/1aBUJjIa ero B ce0e JaBHBIM-JJaBHO.
I’peiic cTapamacy He aymMaTh 000 BCEX CBOMX COXKAJCHHUSX W PA30YapOBAHUAX, O TONAX KU3HH,
KOTOPBIMH OHa MOXKEPTBOBaJa, cracas cectep. Ceronns Obul AeHb cyacTIMBOro coobrTus. C 3amy-
KeCcTBOM ODHH ['peiic moIHOCThIO BHITIONHUJIA OOCIIaHue, TaHHOE MaTepH, Korja Ta Jiekalla Ha
CMEPTHOM OIp€, — TT03a00TUTHCS, YTOOBI KaXkIasl U3 €€ CECTep Halllla MY>KIHUHY, KOTOPBIN Oyzmer
ee JMoOuTh U obeperath. 11 oHa BBITIONIHWIA CBOE OOCIIaHWE, XOTS 9TO NalOCh €l OYeHb, OYCHB
JIOPOTO IIEHOM.

Ona crienaina Bce, 4TO TOJIBKO MOTJIAa IPUIyMaTh, YTOObI OHU HE JOCTAIIUCH eM).

Bce. Jlaxxe mpogana coOOCTBEHHYIO JTyTITy.

I'peiic momaBuia B Ayllle THETYUIUMH y’Kac U cTaja CMOTPETh, KaK €€ CECTPhl OJHA 3a Jpy-
TOW MOAXOIAT K DHH, 4TOOBI OOHATH U MO3/IPaBUTh. 31€Ch HE ObUIO TOJBKO KapoimHbl, MapKu3bI
Bemxsyn. U ato He ynusmio ['petic: Kaponuna cHoBa Oblta OepeMeHHa, M OHA, KOHEUHO, HaIlIa
cebe CTyl U oTabIXana.

I'peiic ynbiOHymack. [Ipoiiner He Tak MHOTO BPEMEHH, M €€ CECTPHI C MX CEMEWCTBAMH HE
CMOTYT IOMECTUTHCS B OAHOM AoMe. MX oTa 3To 10o/mKHO mopas3uth. [ peiic nepesena B3MsA Tyaa,
IJIe OTell CTOSUT B KOMIIAHUM Apy3el U coceneil. Korga oHa yBujena, KTO CTOUT PSJOM C HUM, €€
nylia yiia B msTki. OT 0JHOTO TOJIBKO BUA ATOT0 YeJIOBEKa y Hee MPoOeraan MypamiKy Mo KOxke.

— A OH-TO 4TO 31IeCh AenaeT? — cupocuia Kaponnna, koropasi CTosuia psiioM.

['peiic mpuHYXICHHO YIBIOHYIACh U TTIOBEPHYIIACH K CECTpE.

— Ero npurnacun orenu. Bee-taku oH cocen.

— OH — caraHa, KOTOPBIN BBIIAET ceOs 3a boxkbero mocnanHuKa.

I'peiic caeprkana qpoxkb U 3acTaBUiIa ce0si COCPEIOTOUNTHCA Ha YeM-HUOYIb 1pyroM. Ha uem
YTOJIHO, TOJIBKO ObI He TymMaTh 0 6apoHe @eHTuHTTOHE. OH TaKOM e MEP3KUH M OTBPATUTEIHHBIMH,
KaK yrpo3a, KOTopyto oH co0ol mpencrasiset. OHa oTBesa B3I OT 0apoHa DeHTHHI TOHA M CHOBA
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha DHH U €€ MyKa.

— IIpexpacnas napa, npaBna?

— Jla. — Kaponuna nonoxwia pyky Ha miedo ['pelic u cierka cxana ero. — Tbl, HaBepHOE,
B3JIOXHYJIa ¢ o0eryeHueM?
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I'peiic crapanack Ka3aTbCsl CIOKOMHOM.

— [a, a4 panma, 4TO BCE 3aKOHUYMIIOCH. B IOCIENHIOI MUHYTY BCETIA HaXOIATCS KaKHE-TO
MEJIOYH, O KOTOPBIX HY>KHO M03a00TUTHCS.

— 51 roBOpIO HE 00 3TOM, U ThI ATO IPEKPACHO 3HACILIb.

Mexny cectpamu nosucino moadanue. Ilorom I'peiic mepecrana mpUTBOPATHCS, YTO HE
IOHMMAET, O YEM peub, U cKa3ania:

— Ha, s pana.

Ona cHOBa 3acTaBuJia ce0sl TOCMOTPETh Ha MY>KUUHY, CTOSIIETO psAIoM ¢ oTiioM. Ha 6apona.
Ha yenoBeka, KoTOpbIN XOTEN 3aM0IyYUTh DHH J1s1 cebs. Tak ke, Kak 10 3Toro — Mapu, crapiiyio
cectpy OHH. U Capy — crapuryto cectpy Mapu. Buenine @eHTUHTTOH MTPOU3BOAMI BIICUATICHUE
pecrneKkTadenbHOrO WwieHa o0IecTBa u 01aropoiHOro IBOpsSIHUHA, HO ['pelic u ee cecTpsl 3HAIH,
YTO 3TO HE TaK. DTOT YeJIOBEK ObLI 10 CYyTH CBOEH I1yOoko nmopounsiM. U I'peiic Hu nepen uem Obl
HE OCTaHOBWJIACK, YTOOBI yOEpEUb OT HETO CBOMX CECTED.

Kaponuna HaxkioHmiack Kk Hel OOJIMXKe.

— Korna DHH cka3ana «coracHa», Mbl BCE UCIIBITANIN TaKO€ 00JErYeHHe, YTO 5 [TOYTH CIIbI-
11aja Ham oOmui B30X. MHE NpUIIIOCh CXBAaTUTHCS 3a Kpail CKaMbH, YTOObI HE BCKOUUTh U HE
3aKpUyaTh OT paJoCTH.

— 51 3Ha10, CO MHOI OBIIIO TO K€ camoe.

— I'peiic, kak Te0e ynanaoch 1o caenarh? Kak Tl He 1ana DHH MONAacTh B €r0 Jarbl?

— D10 OBUIO HE OYE€HB TPYIHO, — conrana ['pelic. — Y MeHs ObLI JONTHI Pa3roBOp C OTIIOM,
Y B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OH BHSUJI MOUM JIOBOJaM.

— Ilouemy-TO MHE B 3TO HE BEpHUTCsl, — cKenTuyecku 3amernia Kaponuna.

I'peiic capliana B ee ciioBaX HECKPHIBAEMYIO HENPUSI3HB K 0Tiy. C Takoll e HeNpus3HbIO
0 HEM T'OBOPHWJIM U BCE OCTAJIbHBIE CECTPHI.

— Yt0 Tebe mpunuIoch eMy moodemarb, YTo0bl He JaTh € NMOoNacTh B pyKH 3TOMY pa3Bpar-
HUKY? — cnpocwiia Kaponuna.

I'peiic ornsnenack, yoex1asich, UTO UX HUKTO HE MOYKET MOACTYIIATb.

— S1 mpocTo cka3ana OTIy, YTO 1O (PMHAHCOBBIM COOOpPaKEHUSM DHHH TOpPas0 BHITOIHEE
BBINTH 32 YIKCIIM, XOTh Y HETO U HET TUTYJA, 4eM 3a 0apoHa DEeHTHUHITOHA.

Kaponuna n3gana HeBeCEIbIi CMEMIOK.

— Kro 651 MOT monymars, 4To BOIIPOC, KOMY OT/IaTh DHH B ’KEHBbI, OTELl PEIIUT I10 BECY MOHET,
IPEUIOKEHHBIX 3a ee pyKy. boxke ynacu, 4toObl, MpuHUMAast pelIeHns, OT KOTOPbIX 3aBUCUT Oy/Iy-
IIee ero jJouepei, oren aymain Obl 00 MX cyacThe W OJaromnoiydyuu, a He TMOTaKal COOCTBEHHOU
KaJHOCTH.

— KaponuHa, Tl K HEMY HeclipaBeIInBa.

— I'peiic, kak TBI MOXKeIIb Takoe roBOpuTh? [locie Bcero, 4To oH ¢ TOOOM caemnait.

— OH He cenan HUYEro, 4To Obl 1 caMa He N03BOJINJIA EMY clienaTh. 3a00TUTHCA O Bac LIECTe-
PBIX — MOI1 COOCTBEHHBII BHIOOD, M 1 HU CEKYH/IBI 00 ATOM HE JKaJeo.

— Tonbko moTOMY, YTO THI Aajla MaMe OOCIIaHue.

— IIpexpaTty roBOpUTH TaK, OyATO 51 KaKasi-TO My4YEHHIIA U MTOKEPTBOBAJIA CBOEH JKU3HbIO.

— Ho Tb1 A€CTBUTENBHO MOKEPTBOBAJIA.

— Huyero nono6noro. S Oplna pajga, 4To y MEHs MOSBUIIOCH MECTO, KyJda MOXHO IMOMNTH,
IIOCJIE TOTO KakK s IEPEKUIIa JIBa HEyJauyHbIX CE€30HA, KOIJla MHE HUKTO HE CJeJall MpeIoKeHUe.
MHe ropasno npusiTHee 3a00TUTHCSI O MOUX CECTpax, YeM NOANUPaTh CTEHBI Ha 0anax, IOTOMY YTO
Ha MEHsI HUKTO BTOPOH pa3 U HE MOCMOTPUT, 3TO MPOCTO YHU3UTEIBHO.

— I'peiic, neno He B TeOe. ITO OTEI mocTapalics, YTOObI Thl HE HaILIA ce0e KEeHUXa, 5 3HAIO.
XOTsl HE PEACTABISAI0, YTO ObI MBI BCE JIeaii, €CJIM ObI ThI BBIILIA 3aMYX U yIia OT Hac. Eciu
OBl My>keii HaM BBIOMpAI OTel, 3TO ObuIa ObI KaTacTpoda, THI criacia Hac BCeX.
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— 51 mpocTo nomoria eMy MOHATh, YTO MO3BOJIUTH KaXA0M JOYEpH MOCIYIIaTh CBOE CEp/LE
— B €T0 BBICIIMX UHTEpECax.

— Her, ne tak. J{ms Toro 4ToOBI OTEI] COIMIacKICs BbIIATh MEHA 3a Tomaca, Thl yroBopuia
orua Tomaca 0TAaTh Ty MOJIOCKY 3€MJIU, YTO JIEKUT K BOCTOKY OT IOMECTbhs 0TLA. J[>)KO3U ThI BBIME-
HsJIa y OTLIa Ha MMPU30BYIO CKAKOBYIO JIOIIA (b, KOTOPasl IpUHAIeKaa ee Oyayiemy TecTio. U Tbl
cToproBaiack ¢ rpadhoM MoOpHHHTY3€eM, 9TOOBI OH OTAAJ OTILY I€HBIH, KOTOpBIe DPIHCUH JTOJKHA
ObLIa TIOYYUTH B JIEHb CBAIbOBI. A THI...

— Jocrarouno, JInHHU.

— I'peiic, mocmoTpu npaBzae B miaza. Orer ObI OXOTHO MPOJAT KXy U3 Hac B paOCTBO,
eciu Obl eMy MpeIoKIIN Xopolyto 1eHy. Ho s tymana, yTo DHHU MBI IOTEPSIEM U OH OTJACT €€
Oapony. He 3Hato, kak ObI 51 CMOTJIA IEPEKUTH, €CITM ObI OTEIl 3aCTaBUJI €€ BBIMTH 3a HETO.

— TeGe He cromso OGecrokouThes, — ckaszana ['petic. Ho Bce ke u eif erie mpuxoauinoch MbIc-
JIEHHO TIOBTOPSATH ceOe, UTo DHHHU Ternephb B 0€30MIaCHOCTH U Hejxocsiraema ais 6apoHa. — S Obl
HUKOIJIa HE [T03BOJINJIAa eMy ee 3anonyuuTs. Hukorna.

— Ax, I['peiic, st HE TpencTaBIIA, KaK MaMa MOIJIa TakK JIOJITO KUTh ¢ oTioM. Cemepo aeTeit
MEHBIIIE YeM 3a JecsTh JieT. I Bce MoToMy, UTO €My OY€Hb XOTEJIOCh UMETh HacleqHuKa. MoxeT
OBbITh, IOATOMY OH TakK IUIOXO K HAM OTHOCUTCS, KaK Thl Tymaenb? IloTroMy 4To HU 0JiHa U3 HaC —
HE CbIH, KOTOPOT'O €MY TaK OTYasHHO XOTEJIO0Ch UMETb.

— Bo3moxHo, JIuaan. Kaxxp1ii My>)K4nMHa, UIMEIOIIHNI 36MJIM U TUTYJ, XO4ET UMETh ChIHA, K
KOTOpPOMY BCe€ 3TO nepeiaer. M Hai oren Takou xe.

— Jla, HO He KaXKbIif TOTOB PaJ 3TOTO YOUTH CBOIO *eHy. S 3Hato, naxe eciu Obl y Tomaca
He OBUIO yXe JIByX ChIHOBEH, OH OBl HE 3aCTAaBWJI MEHS BHIHAIIUBATH €IIE OJHOTO pedeHKa, eCiu
OBl Tymall, YTO ITO MOXKET MEHSI YOUTb.

I’peiic BcMoTpenach B OJ1IeAHOBATOE JIMIIO CECTPBI.

— TeOs emnie My4aeT TOLITHOTA 1O yTpam?

— VKe He TaK CWIbHO, KaK paHbIIIE.

— Xouy Tebe ckaszarb, U3-3a T€OS s €Ba HE JIMIIWIACH 3TOM KpacuBOW OOpAOBOIl JIEHTHI,
KOTOPYIO KyIUJjia CIIelHaIbHO K 3TOMY ILJIaThIO.

— J10 eme nouemy?

— MBbI ¢ DOHHU TOCTIOPUIIH, BBLAEPIKUILB JIU ThI 10 KOHIIAa CBaJICOHOM LIEpEMOHUH UJTU Y 1eNIb,
IOTOMY YTO IJIOXO c€0sl IOYYBCTBYEUIb.

Kaponuna nonssana ussiabie OpoBH.

— U Ha kakoil BapuaHT cTaBUJIA ThI?

— Koneuno, Ha TO, 4TO ThI yHJEHIb 1O KOHIIA HEPEMOHHUH.

—Yr0-0?

I'peiic paccmesutack.

— JIuHHHM, yeMy Thl ynuBisembes? S ke 3Hato, 4TO Thl IEPEHOCHUIIIL IIEPBBIE MECALbI Oepe-
MEHHOCTH XYK€, YEM TBOU CECTPBHI.

— OTO MOTOMY, YTO MOM MAJIBIILIU MPEANOYUTAIOT MOSBIATHCS HA CBET MOYTH B3POCIBIMH.
UYro x, X0Ts1 Ob1 DHHM HEMHOTO B MEHSI BEPHT.

—He-er. — I'peiic ynpiOHymnacek. — OHa cTaBujIa Ha TO, YTO ThI BOOOIIIE HE MPUICIIH Ha CBAIH0Y.

Kaponuna nomnelTanace cienarb BUJ, 4TO OCKOpOJIEHA, HO Y HEE 3TO IJI0XO MOIYYHIIOCH.
I'peiic cHOBa 3acMmesnace.

— Hanomuu MHe, 4TOOBI 51 NPUIIOMHUIIA €1 3TU CJIOBA, KOT/1a €€ Oy/IeT TOIIHUTh B €€ IEPBYIO
OEpEeMEHHOCTb.

— S nomMH10, KaK MOCJie TBOMX NOCIEAHUX poaoB Tomac caenan 3asBieHue, — ckazana [ peric. —
OH ¢ 9yBCTBOM OOBSIBMII HaM, YTO MaJeHbKHI POOMH OyaeT TBOUM MOCIETHIM PEOCHKOM.
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— Ecnu Ow1 510 3aBHCENO TONMbKO OT Tomaca, Tak Okl oHO M ObuT0. Ho s emy He ocTaBuia
0co00ro BEIOOpa B 3TOM Bompoce. S XoTena elle pas MonbITaThCs, BAPYT B 3TOT pa3 y MEHsI pOAUTCS
JT0YKa.

I'peiic 3acmesttack.

— A 4TO, €CiM CIAEeNYIOIIUM ONSTh POJUTCS MaJIbUUK?

— OO0 aToi1 mpodaeme s Oyay BOJIHOBATHCS, KOT/la OHa BOSHUKHET. Kpome Toro, y J»o3u yxe
TpOE IETEH, U €CIIN 51 MOTY CYJIUTB IO B3TJIsiaM, KOTOPBIME OHa OOMEHHBAETCS CO CBOUM BUKOHTOM,
B HEJAJICKOM OyayIieM MOXKHO KIaTh W 4eTBepToro. — KaponuHa moxiomana ['peiic mo pyke. —
Bunumnib, HUKOMY U3 HacC HE COCTaBUJIO TPyAa O0ECIeUUTh HAIIUX MY>Keil HoToMCTBOM. Eciu Thl
XOYeIllb Hac JOTHATh, TeOe HaJJ0 TOTOPOMUTHCS C TIOUCKAMH MYXa.

— 51 He cobuparoch Bac JHOTOHATH. [1o 9acTw TOrO, YTOOBI 3a0epEeMEHETh, BBl BCE OOJIBINNE
MacTepUIIbl, HE COMHEBAIOCh, UTO B TEUEHUE T0J1a DHH JI0KAXKET, YTO M OHA TaKasi K€ CIIOCOOHas.

Bo3nukna nonras naysa, a motom KaponuHa 3agana Bonpoc, KOTOPbIN — OHA 3HAJIA — IPYyTHE
CECTpPBbI CTECHSUIUCH 33]1aTh.

— I'peiic, uto ThI Teneps Oynewib aAenarb? Thl ke HE coOMpaeIIbes BEPHYTHCS B IEPEBHIO U
IPOBOJIUTH >KU3HB B 3a00Tax 00 oTue?

— Bo3moxHO. — ['peiic 0TBepHYynack, MPUTBOPSISACH, YTO €€ 3aMHTEPECOBAIN MEPBBIE TOCTH,
KOTOpBIE CTalU Mpoularbes ¢ DHH U ee MykeM. — JKuth B aepeBHE ObLIO Obl HE Tak ILIOXO, —
npoOopMoTaa oHa.

— Hy na, xoneuno. Tel Tam Oyzems MpocTo CiIy>KaHKOW OTIa, He Oonee Toro. — Kaponmmna
nosepHyia ['peiic nmuuom k cebe. — OcTanbes Ha HEKOTOpoe Bpems co MHOM B JIonnone. Korna y
MEHS MOAOKAET CPOK, MHE OyZIeT Hy»Ha TBOS MOMOIIb. M1 KTO 3HaeT, MOKET OBbITh, IOKA ThI 3/1€CH,
TBI KOTO-HUOYIb BCTpeTuIb. Koro-to, K10 B T€0s1 6€3yMHO BITFOOUTCS M YKPAZIET TBOE CEPAILIE.

I'peiic nokayana roaoBoii:

— Ot 3TOM MEUTHI 51 JaBHO OTKa3ajachk. HEeBO3MOXKHO BIIIOOHUTHCS O€3 TaMATH, €CITH THI CTapast
JieBa.

— I'peiic, TbI He Takas cTapas, TeOe elle HeT U TPUALATH.

I'peiic ynbpiOHynach:

— byzner B cnenyromem mecse.

I'peiic mocmoTpena Tyna, rae cTosl ee orell. bapon MeHTHHITOH OBLT BCE eIe TaM, U OH
HaOmronan 3a HUMU. 3a Hell. OH CMOTpeI Ha Hee Tak, CJIOBHO pa3zeBall Ivla3aMu, Y Hee Mypallku
npoOekal MO KOXKe, el XOTEIO0Ch CKPBITHCS OT €ro MPUCTAILHOTO, JII00ONBITHOTO B3MIAaa. OHa
HoTepJia JIaJOHSIMH PYKH, HEBOJIBHO IBITAACh CTEPETH IPsi3b, KOTOPYIO, Ka3aJl0Ch, OCTABIISI HA €€
KOX€E €ro B3MIIA.

— I'pelic, moyemy 3TOT y’KacHBIN Y€IOBEK Ha HAC CMOTPUT? MHE IPOTUBHO JyMaTh, YTO OH
HaXOJUTCS C HAMU B OJJTHOM KOMHATe, HE XBaTaJjo €Ile, YTOObl OH Ha Hac Iya3en.

— JIlunHu, HE OOpalaii Ha Hero BHUMAaHMSL.

— D10 HeBO3MOXKHO. ThI ciblmana? OnHa U3 TOpHUYHBIX — J[PKO3U — IPUXOAUTCS POJCTBEH-
HUIICH OIHOW M3 CITy’)KaHOK OapoHa. — JluaHM momomgana. — Hy Tak BOT, 3Ta ciy)aHKa >KIET
pebdenka. Ot OapoHa.

[To criune ['peiic mpoGerxan X0I0A0K, BOJIOCKH €331 Ha IIIee BCTAIH IHI00M.

— JI»o03u cka3zaina, 9To OeJHSKKE BCETO TPHHAIIATE JIET, U OapOH €€ Uy Th He YOHJI, ITOCIIE TOTO
KaK M3HACHJIOBaJ. A KOTZa OHa MPHUTPO3WIIa, YTO TOXKaIyeTcs mpernogooHomy Ileppu, 6apon ee
n30uI1 10 mosmycMeptu. Bee crapatoTcsi CKpbITh MOJI0KEHHE JIEBYIIKH, TOKA 3TO BO3MOXKHO, TOTOMY
YTO YBEPEHBI: €CJIM OAPOH Y3HAET, TO HAKAXKET €e.

I'peiic mouyBCTBOBANIA TOLIHOTY.

— JIuHHYU, HENIB3s AOMYCTUTh, YTOOBI OHA MPOIIUIA Yepe3 ATO onHa. KTo-To moImKeH. . .

Kaponuna B3sina ['peiic 3a pyky.

— 41 3a Hel yxe nocinana. Kak ToIbKO OHA MPUJET, 51 1AM €U IPHUIOT.
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— Hy cnasa bory! MHe cienoBasno qoragarbCsi, 4TO Thl HE OCTaBHUIIIb TAKYIO IOHYIO ACBYIIKY
CTpaJaTh B OIMHOYECTBE.

—Ho uTo GBI MHE XOTEJIOCH CIeNaTh, — cKa3ana KaponmnHa, ¢ HeHaBHCTBIO IVIs1/1s HAa OapoHa, —
TaK 3TO YTOOBI €ro moBecuiv. [locMOTpH, Kakoro IpaBeHNKa OH U3 ¢e0s CTPOUT. XOUET, 4TOOBI €T0
cuuTanu 6marouectuBbiM. — ['onoc Kapomuner nepenonusuio npespenne. — Onencst Bo Bce Oernoe,
KakK OyJITO 0J1€K/1a MOXKET CKPBITh €r0 YEPHYIO TYIIOHKY U U3BPALEHHYIO HATypYy.

I'petic msarko cxana nanbiisl cecTpbl. M3 Bcex Hux KaponuHa ocTpee BCcero BocnpuHUMAaIa
NOpPOYHbIE HAKJIOHHOCTH DEHTUHITOHA.

— VMHTepecHo, Kak Obl OH MOIBITAJICS W300pakaTh OllaroyecTre, eciim Obl MBI paccKas3aiiu
CBETY, KaKy1o pojib OH ChII'paj B CMEPTU CBOEH NepBoH skeHbl? Miu 0 ToM, 4TO BTOpas KeHa Mpej-
owIa JIMIIUTh ce0s )KU3HU, YEM €lIlle XOTh OJUH JI€Hb TEPIETh €ro KECTOKOCTh U CEKCyaJbHbIE
U3BpAIICHHUS. ..

I'peiic mpeprIBUCTO B3JOXHYIA.

— On 651 u30exan ocyXIeHus 00IIeCTBa, KaKk eMy BCerna 3To ymaeTcs. JIroaen Tak Jerko
OJlypauuTh BHEIIIHUM BUJIOM.

— Tl mOCMOTpH, KaK OH KPYTUTCS BO3JIE OTLA. XOTEJIOCH Obl MHE 3HATh, YTO €EMY HYKHO OT
oTLaA.

VY I'pelic KpOBb MOXOJIOAENA B KUJIAX.

— 5l yBepena, uto Huuero. — OHa MoBepHyYJIa TOJIOBY M YCHITUEM BOJIM 3aCTaBUIIA CE0SI IBIIIATH
HopMauibHO. — [TocmoTpu, OHH 1 Muctep Yakcnu cobuparorcs yxonuts. [loiinem ckopee kK HUM,
a TO HE YCIIEEM C HUMU IOIMPOIIATHCS.

I'peiic u Kaponuna nonuin yepes Xosu1, 4To0bI MONPOIIATHCS C KEHUXOM U HeBecToil. Kapo-
JIMHA [IarHyJa MpsiMo B 0OBSATHS OXKUIAIOIIETO ee MyXa, a [ pelic mpoTucHynack 4epes3 TOJIy B TOT
CaMbIii MOMEHT, KOTla DHH U €€ MYX YK€ TIOJIOILIN K ABEPH. DHH B MOCIEAHUI pa3 OIVIsSHYIaCh
u, yBujeB [ petic, mocnemnmia o6patHo. OHa KpemnKo 00HsIa CeCTpy Ha MpoIaHue.

— I'peiic, st TeOst mo06I0.

— S Toxxe TeOst mobt0, DuHK. Bynb cuactiusa.

— byny, obs3arenbHo Oyy.

I’peiic crepna ciae3uHKy CO IMEKH CECTPhl. DHHU BEPHYJIACh B 00BATHS MY’Ka, OHH BBIIIUIH 32
JIBEPb U CTAJIM CITyCKaThCs IO JIECTHUIIE, a [ pelic oTol1a B CTOPOHY OT TONIBI TOCTEH.

— Kak tporarenbHo, — npomenTan 6apon @EHTUHITOH COBCEM ONU3KO mo3aau Hee. ['peiic
COJIPOTHYJIACh, OOPSICH C MOJICTYMUBIIIEH TOMTHOTOM. — TOBKO MoaymaiTe, jieau [ peiic, Bcero Iuib
Yyepe3 HECKOJIBKO HeZlelb MBI ¢ BaMH OyleM B IIEHTpPE Takoro ke BHUMaHus. Hac Tak ke OymyT
HO3/IPaBIISITh JIPY3bsi U POACTBEHHUKH, IOTOM HaM IMOXEJIAI0T BCETO XOPOUIET0, U Mbl OCIEIINM
K JIBEpH, YTOOBI IIarHYTh B CEMEWHOE OJIaXKEHCTBO JUIMHOM B XKU3Hb. S ¢ HETepIeHHEM XK1y, KOoTra
HOJIy4y Bac.

I’peiic Gosinack, uto e craneT gypHO. bapon MeHTUHITOH TOCMOTpEN Ha HEee Tak, Kak OyITo
MOT BUJETh CKBO3b €€ OECCTPaCTHBIN BUJ, U 3JIOBEILE YIbIOHYIICA:

— JlomkeH ¢ HeOX0TOM MpU3HATh, YTO sl HE BEIOpAJI Bac B HEBECTHI B IIEPBYIO OUEPE]Ib, OJTHAKO
TETNeph S BHXKY, YTO BBI OBUTH MPABbI, IPEJIOKHUB ce0 BMECTO CECTpbl. MHE ropasio npusTHee
CO3HaBaTh, YTO B BallleM JIMIIE S OJyYaro Jy4IInid npu3. B KoHIle KOHIIOB, BEJb BbI — JKEHIIIMHA,
KOTOpast BCIO JKU3HBb XpaHWIIa ceOsl YMCTOW M HETPOHYTOH. besynpeunas xkeHmaa 6e3 eInHOTO
u3bsiHA B Xapakrepe. Uero eme MOXET jKelnaTh My>KUMHA, KOTOPBIM TpeOyeT OT HEBECThI COBEP-
1IeHcTBa?

I'pelic mombITamach OTOMTU OT HErO0, HO OH MOCJENOBAI 3a HEHM M COKPATUJ PACCTOSHHE
Mexy HUMH. OH OKa3aJics Tak OJIM3K0, YTO OHA MOIJIa YyBCTBOBATh €I0 JIbIXaHUE Ha CBOEH IIIEe.

— ¥V MeH$, KOHEYHO, OBbLIIM COMHEHUS, HO MOTOM 5 MOHSUJI, YTO B JAEWCTBUTEIBHOCTU MHE
noBe3y10. HaiiTu )keHIMHY BallluX JIET U Balllel 3peJIOCTH, COBEPLIEHHO HE TPOHYTYIO IUIOTCKUMU
rpexamu... 3HaTh, 4TO s Oyay EPBBIM. ..
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bapon ®eHTUHITOH 10TPOHYIICS MANbLAMU 10 BHYTPEHHEN CTOPOHBI €€ MPEATIICUbsl U IOTEP
oOHaxkeHHYI0 KOxXy. [louyBCTBOBaB JaBieHHE €ro najiblieB, ['pelic ucnbITana oCTpoe KelaHue
otnpsiHyTh. Ho OHa caep:kanacek u, HA000POT, AEP3KO NOBEPHYIach K HeMy JuiioM. OHa noaHsa
1oa0OPOIOK U MPUHSIIA CAMBIM HAJIMEHHBIN BHJI, KAKOH TOJIBKO MOIJIA TIPUHSTH.

— Ecniu MHe He u3MeHsieT naMsTh, Bbl AU CIOBO MOJO0XAATh CO CBATOBCTBOM JI0 T€X IOD,
KOTJIa Bce cBaicOHbIe TOp)kecTBa OyayT OKOHYEeHbl. OHHU J1aJIeKO HE 3aKOHUMJIMCh, MIJIOPJ, a BbI
y’K€ HapyILIUIN cBOe OOeIIaHue.

DEHTUHITOH [T0CEPbE3HEN, a BBIPAXKEHUE €r0 I1a3 CTaI0 TaKUM CYPOBBIM, uTo Yy I'peiic nepe-
XBaTUIIO JIBIXaHUE, €€ OKaTHjIa BOJTHA CTPaxa, a)e KOJICHU cTaiu noArudarscs. I'peiic 3Hana, uro
y Hee eCTh BECKUE OCHOBaHUs 00sThcsl OapoHa. B Hem Obu1o HeuTo oueHsb 3710Bewee. Heuro onac-
Hoe. Korna oHa nomnbITanack 0CBOOOIUTE PYKYy U3 €T0 XBaTKH, OH TOJIBKO CXKaJl MajbIlbl CUIIbHEE.

— O, nequ I'petic. — Yromiku ero ryd npunoJHsuIMCh B CAAUCTCKOM ycMenIke. — Teneps s BUKY,
YTO MOE€ pEIlEHUE CAeNIaTh BaM IpeIoKeHHEe OblI0 PaBUIbHBIM. MHE TOCTaBUT yA0BOJIbCTBHE
o0y3/1aTh Ball Jep3KUil sI3bIY0K U HAy4UTh Bac noguuHeHuto. Ho Bel paBsl. S gan obemanue. Tak
YTO, C Ballero paspeiieHus... — OH NOJHEC €€ PyKy K CBOEMY PTy U KOCHyJcs ee rybamu. — 51
OTIIPaBJIAIOCH IOMOM M Oy/ly JKJaTh OT BaC U3BECTHSI, YTO Bbl TOTOBBI CTATh MOEH KEHOM.

®eHTUHTTOH oTo1IeN OT [ petic, a OHa cTosIa HAa MeCTe, OlLleTIeHEeB. Bapyr ee skenynok B30yH-
toBasics. OHa 3a)xajia poT pykoid M Opocuiach B OnMkaillnyto TyaJeTHYI0 KomHary. EnBa ona
ycnena 100exaTh J10 ropIliKa, Kak €€ BbIpBaJIo.

12
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maBa 2

DKHMaXX 0CTAaHOBUIICA Y 3a/IHEro0 (hacaja BHYIIUTEIBHOTO OCOOHSIKA MOUTH Yepe3 MOoJAropoaa
oT ocoOHsika otia ['peiic. OHa BBIILUIA U3 HKUMAKA U CTYMUIA HA ONECTSIIMN OT Kameilb 0K
TPOTyap, COOUPAsICh C TyXOM, UTOOBI CAENATh TO, UTO €l MPEACTOSIIO ClIeaTh.

— @uiyc, NOJ0XKINTE 31€Ch, 1 HEHAO0JITO.

— Munenu, Bol yBepeHbl? PecriektabenbHON Jiequ BpOAE Bac HE CIEAyeT K TAKOMY MECTY
Jake OJTU3KO MOIXOUTb.

— Bce B nopsiake, — 3aBepuina ['peiic, XoTs ee ceple B Pyl ONTYIIUTENbHO KOJIOTUIOCH. —
Co mHO# Bce OyAeT XOpollo.

I'peiic HakuHyNna Ha TOJIOBY KamIOLIOH IUlallla U mogouuia K asepu. OHa naxe He ycnena
MOCTYy4aTh, KaK BAPYT ABEPb OTBOPUJIACH, U MOSBUWICA JABOPELKHI — BEIUYECTBEHHBIM, CIOBHO
oco0a KoposeBcKoi KpoBu. OH OTCTYIUI B CTOPOHY, Ipomyckast ['peiic B qom.

— JloOpwrit Beuep, Musienu. — JIBOpEIKUi IPUHAT Y Hee TUTal] U Mepeaall ero OKuIaonemMy
nakero. — l'ocrnoxa Bac xJeT.

I'peiic poOko ynbIOHYIACH M BOIIIA B JIOM MOAPYTH. XOJUI ObUT MOYTH TAaKOH ke, Kak B ee
COOCTBEHHOM JIOME, TOJIBKO eltie Ooee aneraHTHbIN. [1om 31ech ObLT BBIIIOXKEH MPaMOPOM PEIKOTO
PO30BOT0 OTTEHKA, CTEHBI yKpaIlail JOPOTUe KapTHHBI. B 1IeHTpe KpyIyIoi KOMHATHI Ha OOIBIIOM
ctose anoxu JlromoBuka XV CTOSI OTpOMHBIN OyKET CBEXKUX I[BETOB. A TOJI TOTOJIKOM BHCEJa OJTHA
U3 CaMbIX KPaCHBBIX XPYCTaJbHBIX JIOCTpP, Kakue ['peiic ToIbKO 10BOAMIOCH BUAETh. Bee cBeun
OBLIH 32%OKEHBI, 1 B KOMHATE OBLIO TaK CBETIIO, KaK Oy[ITO JIeJI0 MPOUCXOAUIIO THEM, a HE Cpeln
HouH. ['peiic He 3HaNa TOYHO, YTO OHA PACCUUTHIBANIA YBUAETh, HO MOHSJIA, YTO MOJOOHOTO BEJIU-
KOJICTIMS HUKAK He oxuaana. J[Bopeukuil mpoBes ee yepe3 X0l U MOBeJl MO JJIMHHOMY, XOPOLIO
OCBELIEHHOMY KOPUJIOPY.

I'peiic Hukorna pansiie He ObiBasia B 3ToM 1ome. Obeperas pemyTanuto [peiic, XanHa Bceraa
HacTauBaJia, YTOObI OHU BCTPEUYAIHCh TOJIBKO TaM, TJie HUKTO HE YBUIUT UX BMecTe. Kpome Toro,
oHa TpeboBaina, 4ToObl [ peiic yxoauna nepBoii, 4ToOObI HUKOMY HE MPHIILIO B TOJIOBY YCMOTPETh
MEX1y HUIMH KaKy1o-To cBsi3b. Ho ceroans ['peiic Obu1a B TakoM OTYasHUM, UTO €ii ObLITIO BCE PaBHO,
Jake eciu Obl BECh MUP YBHJIEN, KaK OHA BXOJUT B 3HAMEHHUTOE 3aBeficHre MajiaM JKeHEeBbEBHI.

B koHue kopuaopa IBOPEUKHI OCTAHOBUJICS M HETPOMKO MOCTy4Yall B ABEpb. I peiic ycibl-
11ana, Kak 3HaKOMbIi rojoc XaHHbI pUriamaeT ux BouTtu. OHa HEyBEPEHHO IIarHyJja B MPUOT-
KPBITYIO JIBEPb.

— I'peiic?

I'peiic Bouta B kKOMHATy, yBUENa XaHHY U PE3K0O OcTaHOBWIach. OHa 3Haja, YTO Nepe Heil
CTOUT €€ MOoapyra, HO 3TO Oblla He Ta XaHHa, KoTopyto ['peiic mpuBbIKIa BUAECTh. ITO ObLIa HE
Ta XaHHa, KOTOpas BCErJa Mpueskalia Ha BCTpeUyy C Hel B IPOCTOM, XOTS U MOJIHOM ILIaThe, HE
MPUBJICKAIOIEM BHUMAHMS; HOCHJIA CKPOMHBIE, XOTS U 3JIETaHTHBIE IPUYECKU, HA KOTOPbIE HUKTO
He onsiabiBajics. JKeHirHa, ctosBiias ceiyac nepen [ 'peiic, HUCKOIBKO HE MMOX0auia Ha Ty, Apy-
ryio XaHHy, OApyry ee aercrsa. Ha aeBouky, ¢ KOTOpOil OHA KOTZa-To AENIach BCEMU CBOUMH
CeKpeTamH, CTpaxamu, MmeuTamu. JKeHImHa, KoTopas rnpenacraia ceituac nepen I peiic, 6p1a ocne-
nutenbHa. HeynuBuTenbHO, 4TO BOKPYT 3HAMEHUTON MazaM JKeHEeBbEBBI XOAUIIN CIIyXH, TIOXOKHUE
Ha JiereHipl. OHU ObUTH MTPaBINBHIMHU.

Ha manam JXeneBbeBe ObLJI0 aTacHOE alloe MIaThe ¢ IyOOKHUM BhIpe30oM. JIeKoiIbTe OTKPHI-
BaJIO €€ OKPYIVIbIe TPy JOCTATOYHO, YTOOBI 3TO MOXKHO OBLJIO CYECTh CKaHAAIbHBIM, HO BCE K€
HE HACTOJIBKO CHIIBHO, YTOOBI 3TO MEperuIo 3a rpaHu npunuuus. Ee Bomockl ObLTH yIO0XKEHBI B
3aMBbICIIOBAaTYIO MPUYECKY TaK, YTO 30JI0TUCTHIE JIOKOHBI KACKAJI0M HUCIIAJAIN Ha OAHO Iiedo. Ee
CepAUEBUIHOE U0 OOpaMIIsIN OnecTsamue npsaau. B Kynapu ObUIN BIJIETEHBI HECKOIBKO aTiac-
HBIX aJIbIX JICHT, B BOJIOCAX Koe-Tje OJecTenu KpolleyHble pyouHsl. ['peiic He 3Hana, HacTosIIKe
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OHM UM HeT. B miameHu cBeueil OHM CBEpKajM, Kak LBETHbIE 3Be3/bl. Ho Oosbllie Bcero BHUMa-
Hue ['peiic mpusneksio nuio Maaam JKeHeBbeBbl. XaHHA Bcera Oblia KpacaBUlIeH, MOJIOYHO-0enast
KOXKa U TEMHO-CHHHUE IJ1a3a BBIACIISUIM €€ JJaXKe CPEeIU CaMbIX KPaCUBBIX JKEHIIMH cBeTa. HeynuBu-
TEJIbHO, YTO €€ MM IepeaBajIi U3 yCT yCTa KaK UM CaMOM 3HaMeHUTON Majam JIoHIoHa.

— Yro, I'peiic, s BBINISIKY HE TaK, KaK Thl IPUBBIKJIA MEHS BUJETH?

I'peiic nokayana roaoBoii:

— IIpocTo 51 He mpuBbIKIa BUETh TEOS OJETOM TaK 3JIETaHTHO.

XaHHa paccMesach.

— Tsl npuBBIKIIAa BUAETH MEHS KaK MaJleHbKyI0 XaHHY U3 rpadctBa Cyccekc. Takoii s korga-
TO OBLTA. A ceifuac Thl BUIUIIB Ty, KeM s ctaja. Manam JXeneBreBa u3 MmonHoro Jlongona. OnHy
U3 CaMbIX U3BECTHBIX KypPTHU3aHOK.

I'peiic omycTuna B3mIAL.

— He cmymaiics, ['peiic, s BIIOJIHE CITOKOMHO OTHOLIYCh K TOMY, KTO 5 €CTb.

— A 3naro0. U Bce B mopsiake, npasaa.

— Ho, — mponomkana XanHa, Uas € HaBCTpedy, — B TeOe KUBET YoINopHas Jieau [peiic,
KoTopas 0oJiee 4yeM cJerka IOKUPOBaHa TEM, UTO BCTPETUIIACH JIULIOM K JIMILY C CaMOW HacTosIILen
LUTFOXOH.

— He na3biBaii ce0st Tak! — yxacuymnace [ peiic. — 9To onpeneneHue Tedst yHUKAET.

XaHHA CHOBA 3aCMesNach.

— 51 BUXKYy, 4TO IIOKUPOBaia TBOM HEKHBIE YyBCTBA.

I'peiic ynpiOHynach:

— 5] Hazjesnack, YTO CMOTY UX CKPbIBATh.

— MB5I ¢ TOOO¥ 04eHb MaJIO YTO MOXKEM CKPBITh APYT OT JIpyra, CIMUIIKOM JI0JIFO Mbl ObLIN
noJpyraMu. — XaHHa NpoTsAHYyJa pykKu K ['peiic, mpusnekiia ee k cedbe U KpPEenko 0OHsIa, TOTOM
BBIMYCTHIJIA U3 00bATUI U cka3zana: — Hy, naBaif-ka csaem, U Thl MHE pacCKaXkellb, YTO MPUBEIO
Te0s crona. Tebe He creayeT 3/1ech HaXOUThCS, Thl ke 3Haellb. Ho 3Tu TeMHbIe KpyTrH y Te0sI oj
IJ1a3aMU TOBOPST MHE, YTO Y TeOs Oblila OY€Hb Cepbe3Has MpUYMHA CIoJa IPUITH.

XaHHa HampaBWJIach K CTOAILIEMY y CTeHBI KaHane, ['peiic mocnenosana 3a Heil. OHa cena
U OIyCTWJIA B3IVISLJ, MBITASICh CKPBITh KPAaCHOPEUMBBIE NMPU3HAKH JBYX IMOCJIEIHUX OECCOHHBIX
Houel. OHa He ObliIa yBEpEeHa, YTO CMOXKET Yepe3 ITO MPOMTH, HO Y HEe HE 0CTaIOCh BEIOOpA. ITO
OBLIO €IMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHA CMOTJIa IPUAYMAaTh, YTOOBI N30€KaTh )KU3HU B ]Iy, KOTOPAst €€ JKIET,
€CJTM OHA BBIWJIET 3aMYyX 3a OapoHa.

— XaHHa, 1 B OTYassHHOM IOJIOKEHUU. MHe Hy>KHa TBOSI [IOMOLIb.

[Tonpyra yuyactnuBo nocmorpena Ha ['peiic, cena psaoM ¢ Hel U B3siia €€ 3a pyKH.

— I'peiic, TbI )xaemb pedeHka?

I'maza I'peiic pacnaxHyaucCh.

— Ax, eciii ObI 3T0 OBUIO TaK MPOCTO!

XaHHa HaxMypwuiia Joo0.

— I paga cipIate, 4TO 3TO HE TaK, HO s ObI HE Ha3Basla 0EPEMEHHOCTh MPOCTOM MPOOIIEMOH.
Ho ecnu 3710 HE pebeHoK, TO B 4eM Torza Aeno?

— MeHs 3aCTaBiIsIOT BBINTH 3aMYK.

XaHHa OTKMHYJIACh HA JUBAaHHBIC TIOAYLIKH.

— Kak s nonumato, TBOH OTeI] HaIIEN KOT0-TO, KTO MPEIIOKNI 3a TeOs TOCTaTOUHO MHOTO
JICHET, YTOOBI YIOBJIETBOPUTH €r0 KaJHOCTH?

I'peiic kuBHYIMA.

— Ho 310 HE TOT 4enoBek, KOTOpPOro ObI THI BBIOpaa?

I'petic oTBena B3I, €l CTAJIO HEJTOBKO. bpoBU XaHHBI MOIOI3IM BBEPX.

— Ecnu nepcniektuBa BBIMTH 32 HETO 3aMY’K IpUBeNa Te0s KO MHE, IO-BUJUMOMY, 3TO KTO-
TO Y’KaCHO HEMOJIXOSALINM.
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— a, 310 Tak.

— U cectpbl HE MOTYT Tebe TOMOYbL?

I'peiic 3amoTana roaoBoii:

— Het. Onu He 70mKHBI 00 3TOM y3HATh!

— Buanmo, My>xurHa, KOTOpOMY TBOM oTell TeOst 00erat, NeiicTBUTENBHO YkaceH. MHe npu-
XOJIUT B TOJIOBY TOJIBKO OZIH YEJIOBEK, KOTOPBIH. . .

I'peiic TouHO yn0BMIIa MOMEHT, KOT/Ia €€ MOAPYTa MOHsJIA, 33 KOr0 OTELl HAMEPEBAETCA BHIAATh
ee 3aMy>K. XaHHa 3aCThlIa U Kpemye cxana pyky [peric.

— DTO UMeeT KaKoe-HUOy/Ib OTHOIIICHNE K HeJaBHEMY 3aMY)KeCTBY JHH?

I’peiic kuBHyna. XaHHa MoAHsIIACH C AMBAaHYMKA U BeTalla ciiuHOM K ['peiic. OHa ¢ OTCyTCTBY-
IOLLUM BHUJIOM CMOTpEJa Ha I0TOparolue NoJeHbsI B KAMUHE, HO €€ PYKH ObUIM CKaThl [0 OOKaM
B Kynaku. U korna oHa 3aroBopuiia, rojioc 3Bydall HallpsDKEHHO, CIIOBHO €11 TpeOoBasloch Jienarh
HaJ co00H ycmime, 4TOObI TOBOPHUTH:

— OH XOTen B3STh €€, HE TaK JU? DTOT MOJAOHOK XOTe]I DHHHU, U YTOOBI €€ CIacTH, Thl TIPe/i-
JIOKWJIa BMECTO Hee ceOsl.

I'peiic He oTBeTHUIA, B 3TOM HE ObLIO HEOOXoAMMOCTH. OHM IOMOYAIM, XPyIKas THILIHNHA
norioTuia ux rueB. O0e JKEHIUHBI 3HAJIHU: 4TO Obl HU CIIYyYHJIOCh, TOPEYb U HEHABUCTh, KOTOPbIE
OHM 00€ UCHIBITHIBAJIN, HUKY/Ia HE UCUE3HYT. I peiic HepBHO cLieNuIIa MajbIbl.

— Ha crenyromeit Henene oH coOUpaeTcsi 3aHATHCS TOCIEHUMHA TPUTOTOBJIICHHUSIME K CBa-
np0e. KoHeuHO, OH XOYEeT MOJIy4uTh OT MEHS 3aBEPEHME, UTO S BCE ELIE. .. 3-3...

XaHHa IpepBaia 3anHyBUIYIOCS [ pelic pe3KuM B3MaxoM pyKH.

— Koneuno. YUto ThI Bce elie AeBCcTBEHHMIIA. Kak 3TO Ha HEro rmoxoxe, — mpoluienraia OHa. —
OH xo4eT OBbITh YBEPEH, YTO €TI0 JK€HA — HEBUHHAs BECTAJIKA, IIPEXK/IE YEM IPUHECTHU €€ B )KEPTBY
CBOHIM JIEMOHHYECKHM Ooram.

I'peiic moexumnace.

— XanHa, u3BuHH. S 3HaI0, Kak 3TO 00JE€3HEHHO A1 TeOs, HO. ..

XaHHa MoAHsIA TOJIOBY M TBEpJO mocMoTpena ['peiic B masa.

— la, muae 6ompHO. Ho st Obu1a BCero Uik ero gouepbio. S Mora coexarb. A BOT y O€THBIX
YKEHILMH, HA KOTOPBIX OH >KEHUJICS, HE ObUIO HUKAKOM Ha/ex/bl. ENMHCTBEHHOE, YTO OHU MOTJIN
CIeNaTh, — 3TO YOUTH ce0sl, YTOOBI HE KUTh C TAKUM UYJIOBHUIIIEM.

I'peiic omycTuia roiaoBy, crapasich HE yMaTh O TOM KOIIMape, KOTOPbIN MIPUIILIOCH IEPEKUTh
IBYM >keHaM DEeHTHUHTTOHA.

— XaHHa, g HE BBIAY 32 HETO 3aMyX. Sl conrana u eMy, U OTILy, YTOOBI BBIUTPATh BPEMs U
cnacti DHH. Ho s HU 32 4TO HE cTaHy ero *KeHOH.

— 51 661 TEOE M He o3BoNIMIA! — MMBUIKO CKa3ana XaHHa.

I'peiic HuKOrNa ele He cibliana, 4ToObl ee oApPYyra roBOpUiia C TAKOW FOPsIYHOCTHIO. XaHHA
HOJIOIIUIA K HEM, OMyCTUIIaCh Ha KOJIEHU U B3sJia €€ 3a PYKH.

— YTo THI XO4elIb, YTOOKI 5 crelana?

— 51 mymana HEeCKOJIbKO JHEH, HO CMOTJIa PUAYMAaTh TOJIBKO OAHMH CIIOCO0 M30exars Opaka
C HUM.

Kornma Xanna noHsina, uyto ['peiic cobupaercsi mpeAnpuHsITh, €€ I1a3a MIMPOKO PACTIAXHYIIUCH.

— 0O, I'petic...

— A 9To0, ecTh Apyroi cnoco6? XaHHA, Thl MOXKEIIIb €IIe YTO-HUOYIb MPUIyMaTh?

XanHa nonro Monvana. Korga oHa HakoHeN MOAHsIIA FOJIOBY M mocMoTpena ['peiic B masa,
910 ObLIa OoJibllle HE XaHHa, a MagaM JKeHeBbeBa.

— Her, I'petic. Ectb TONBKO 071H coc00. DTOT Mep3aBel He 3aX04eT B3ATh TE€OS B JKEHBI,
€CJIM Y3HAET, UTO Thl YK€ OTJajla CBOE TEJIO APYroMy MYXKUUHE.

I'pefic rmy6oKo B3IOXHYMA, pEIICHHE OBUIO PUHSTO.

— Tob1 MHE TOMOXeETITH?
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