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Ot aBTopa

[puBercTBytO BCex, KTO pobpascst 10 TpeTbero — ¢pu-
HaJIbHOTO — TOMa, M no3apasisito! JIBa Toma foporue uuTare-
N HabJozany 3a TeM, Kak HeKHii JOCTOMOUTEHHBIIA MbITaeTcst
craTb Bnazbikoit 1eMOHOB, HeT, BepHee, COXpaTb BEJIMKOro
naouwxaHa CrloaHbH, HET, pasymMeercs, Liejlb 3TOro JOCTOMO-
YTEHHOT0 — YHUYTOXWTb MpaBenHblii MUP W MPOKJISTOrO
Jaoca BMecTe ¢ HUM. MTak, pa3s ¢ Lenbio Mbl ONpenennInch
(K KOHLy MCTOpPHK), TO JjaBaiiTe 3a04HO BCIIOMHUM, YTO MpPO-
M30LLIO B 3TOM UCTOPUM [0 3TOrO:

Mo X3 nobenun wyiirys B Yanbae, uasHiuu B CsHbs-
He, 3510 B LllaHo, noGbiBas Ha NPHU3PAYHOM pBIHKE, JIOBKO
130aBUB CTOJMLYY OT JIEMOHOB Ha OJMsKailive HecsTb JIET,
Y MOIYTHO PacKpbljl 3aroBOP YeTblpex HaMeCTHMKOB OrHeH-
Hoi1 mycrowu. Kaxercs, 3Ta HOBeJsa BbIIIOUT KaK CMMCOK
no6ex NPOKJSATOro 1aoca...

A uero ke nobuics Hekuit gocronouteHHbli? Cran yue-
HMKOM OJIHOM Yepenaxy M... B LieJIOM Ha 3TOM JOCTUXKEHHS]
HEKOero JI0CTOMOYTEeHHOro 3akaHunBaroTcs. O, elle oH 9B
CBOIO MCTMHHYIO CYLUHOCTb, M Tenepb Bce, BKIovas Mo X3,
3HAIOT, YTO OH He MPOCTO £0, a BEJIMKWIA LIOHLH, JPEeBHUI
JeMOHUYEeCKHi1 3Bepb. BripoueM, 310 He nomoro Ce IOHbLM. ..

B ¢unane BTOporo Toma 3TOT ManeHbKMI AEMOH elle
1 0OHapYKUJI, UTO JaBHEe NPOPOYECTBO, U3MEHMBILEE BCIO
ero cyzb0y, caMmbIM NPSIMbIM 00pa30M CBSI3aHO C MPOKJISITHIM
aaocom. 1 notomy Ce IOHbLM noksiics oToMcTUTb. [loBepst
JI1 UMTaTeNM B ero UCKPeHHOCTb? U ymMeeT nu 9TOT AOCTOMNO-
YTeHHbIii BOOOLLE iepskaTb CI0BO?..

Yumaiime mpemuti mom u ysHaiime ¢puran smotii ucmopuu!
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[IABA 39

[lponntb Kn3Hb,
npocnarb cMepTb

B OrHenHoM mycTowM penko ObiBano o6aauHo. Ho ceit-
4ac BeCb BOCTOK MYCTbIHM ObUT MOrPY’KeH BO MPaK: CBUH-
LlI0Bble Ty4M HU3KO HaBUCAM HaZ OCTPbIMU MMKAMU, Cpenu
KOTOpBIX CTOSU iBOpeLl. Eciv npucMoTpeThbCsi, CTaHOBUIIOCH
TOHSITHO, YTO 3TO He 00J1aKa, a KiyObl TEMHOM LM, KOTOpast
HUKaK He pacceuBanachb.

B orpomHOM cympauHoM zBOpLie CTOsIa MepPTBast TH-
umHa. He Gb110 BUHO HU AyLIM — Ka3aloCh, YTO XO3sieBa
1 CJIYTU AaBHO MOKUHYJIM 3TO MECTO.

Bnpyr rme-to B riyOuHe AMHHOI KpbITOii ranepen
C IPOXOTOM pacHaxHyJIMCh TsDKeNble BEPH, a CIIeoM I10-
CIblLIANMCh 3BOHKHMe wwark. Ha nimrax u3 Ornennoro neg-
pYTa KaXKIblii 1ar pasHOCKIICS T'YJIKKM 3XOM, OTPaXasiCh OT
pacnucaHHbIx ¢$peckamy CTeH U MOJHMMASICh 10 BbICOKUX
MOTOJIOYHbBIX OAJIOK.

! A 2558 — 06p. GecuenbHOE CyLLeCTBOBAHME.
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MyskumHa 604po MpOLIECTBOBA MO ranepee, OyATO He
3ameyasi HeeCTeCTBeHHO TULIMHBL. OH CBepHyI B caf, Npo-
1LIeT Yepe3 HeCKOJIbKO JIYHHBIX JIBepeil U OKasascsl neper
POCKOLIHBIM LIeHTPajlbHbIM MaBUIbOHOM. [IoHypble KyCTbI
XpU3aHTEM 3apOsKaJi{, CTOMIIO eMY NPUOIIU3UTBCS, U MyK-
UMHA 3aCTbU1, NPULLYPUIICS, @ TOTOM PE3KO CYHYJ B JIUCTbS
PyKy.

— Aii-aii-ait, Bropoii rocnoznus, 3a uTo e Bbl Tak! —
B3BU3THYJI KTO-TO.

Bropoii rocnionuH, Tao Y, GbIpKHYNI 1 MOTSHYI 3a YXO
MEJIKOro IEMOHA, CIPSITaBLIErocs B KyCTax Xp1M3aHTeM. JTO
ObuT GJI€IHONMLIbIN MaJIEHbKMUIi LIBETOYHBII [IyX, BbITTISAS-
LLIMIA TAaKUM JKe TTOHYPbIM, KaK U €ro LIBETOK.

— TIne Bce? — xmypo cripocun Tao V.

— Kakue Bce? — cbirpan aypadka ayx, I71s4s Ha Ha-
MECTHMKA 3anaja GoJblIMMU CBETIbIMU I71a3aMU. — Y Hac
TYT HET HUKAKKX BCEX.

— Tak s Tebe 1 nosepms. — Tao YV 6e3kanoCTHO BbI-
KPYTUJ IEMOHY YXO, X TOT 3aBU33KaJl MyLLe npexHero. B Tu-
LIMHE JBOPA 3TOT MUCK Ka3aJCs OMTYLIMTEbHbIM.

— Bce npsiytcs ot rHeBa rocriopuHal Bropoit rocrno-
I1H, nomunyiite! Y MeHsl TONbKO OZIHO YLIKO, BTOPOE MJI0XO0
CIIBILLINT. ..

— Ceituac u ato nepecraHer. — Tao Y xoTen yCuIUTDb
XBaTKy, HO B 3TOT MOMEHT INepesi HUM MOSIBUJICS] BbICOKHI
cayra. OH noznoLesn Tak TMXO M He3aMETHO, UTO B HeM C Tep-
BOrO B3IJIa MOXKHO ObINIO pacrosHaTh Mactepa O0eBbIX
uckyccrs — Csio L.

— locnopus, npouy, nowaaxMTe Halero CafoOBHUKA,
eMy 1 TaK B rocsieniHee Bpemst Hecsanko. — Csto LLs o6usin
JIaZOHBIO KyJaK U MOKJIOHWIICSL.

Tao V, nortepsiB uHTEpec K NyXy XpU3aHTeMbl, OTIYCTUI
€ro 1 CJI0XKMJI pyKU Ha rpyau.
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— S cryyan. 5 3Ban. HUKTO He 0TBETWII, M MHE NPULLTIOCH
BOWMTH Oe3 NpUIVIaLleHNsl, HO HUA OIMH CJIyra MeHsl TaK U He
BCTpeTuIl. M 3TO TaK HasbiBaeMoe rocTenpuuMcTBO Tpetbero
nsopua? — OH OKMHYJ B3IVISZIOM YBsIZILLIME LIBEThI BO ABOpe,
MpauHoe He0o Haj rosoBoit u nocMotpen Ha Csio La: — Ime
3TOT UAMUOT?

— 41 npuHoLlY M3BMHEHHMS 33 TO, YTO Mbl HE CMOIJIH
IOJIKHBIM 00pa3oM MONPHUBETCTBOBATb JOPOrOro rocTsl, —
CMOKOIHO OTO3BAJICS CJIyra BMECTO OTBeTa. — 5l MpoBOXy
Broporo rocrnozauHa B npuemHblii 3ai...

— Tme moit Tynoit Tperuit Gpaten? — obopBan ero
Tao V.

— Xo034guH ceituac He NPUHUMAET TOCTEN, HO 3TOT CIyra
MO3KeT M03BaTb MY3bIKAHTLL ...

OH He ycrien 3aKOHUMUTD NpeaJIoKeHKe, NoToMy uTo Tao
Y oka3aincs 6bicTpee. Bornbluast pyka ycrpemunachk K Csio
Llls, HO B MocnenHuii MOMEHT TOMY YAanoCh yBEPHYTbCS.
YIUIMHKMBILKECS KOTTU Ma3HyJIM MO 1lee CJIYTH, OCTaBJIsis
yeTblpe KpoBaBble Mosochl. Elte mur, 1 oH Obl auLMiCs
TOJIOBbI.

Tao V ¢ coskaneHneM LOKHYI SI3bIKOM.

— $1 He moO6IO MOBTOPSTS.

— Xo03sMH ceiiyac He NMPUHMMAET rOCTeid, — HacCTOosI
Csio 113, n3Bnekas U3 CBOEro JyXOBHOIO NMPOCTPAHCTBA MeY
1 npuHUMast 60eByto CTOMKY. Tao Y OKMHYJ ero B3I/snOM
Y XMbIKHYJL.

— Csio s, bl ¥ npaBaa caMblii IpeAaHHblit ec Moero
Opata. [laxxe >xasb Tebst youBarb.

B ero pykax BO3HMK/IM NapHble KJMHKK HIOB3#i/1a0, a Ha
rybax nosiBusach KpoBokajHasi yxmbuika. OgHaxo Csio Ls
He JPOTHYJI Nepe] JIMLIOM OfHOTO U3 CUJIbHENILMX JEMOHOB
OrnenHoit nycrowy. BMecTo 3Toro oH Kpemnye cKaJl KIMHOK,
BHMMATeJIbHO CTIefs 3a KakbIM IBrkenneM Tao V.
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— 1 npuuen He 1151 TOro, YToObI APATHCS, — JIETKO-
MBICJIEHHO 0TO3BasICsl Tao V, XOT$ ero rmnasa y>xe HaJIuJIUCh
KPOBbIO OT a3apTa, — a JIMLlb Pa3y3HaTb, KaK MOKMUBAET MOK
noporoii 6pareL.

BceMm B MMpe 13BeCTHO, 4TO HaAMeCTHHMK 3amnaza 060-
)aeT cpaxaTbcsl. Tak 4To BOMpeKU CBOMM CJ10BaM OH Cle-
J1a7 ar Brepen U TYT >Ke MepeLles Ha LUHTYH, CKpeLIrBast
kmHKH ¢ Cso 3. Tomy ynanoce napuposarb nepsblit yaap,
HO mpeumyliecTBO Tao Y GbUIO B TOM, YTO OH Cpaxkascs
IBYMs1 cabnsMu. 3a HECKOJIbKO B3JI0XOB OHM OOMEHSUINCh
JIecAITKOM ynapos, 1 Tao V BOpyr oTcTynu.

— JlocToiiHO nepBoro MeuHuKa Kinava Csio, — ono6pu-
TeJIbHO KUBHYJ OH. — A ¢ iymarl, y BaC B poAy OZHU MOAJIbe
oTpaButeny. [lepexony Ko MHe Ha CiyKOy.

— bnaronapio rocnoauna 3a komruiimeHt, — Csio s
C TPYZOM BbIPOBHSIJI JIbIXaHKe, YKPAZIKOM BbITUPAsi pyKaBOM
cTpysiumiics co si6a not. HecMoTpst Ha To, 4TO OH He Mpomny-
CTWJI HU OZIHOM aTaKH, OH BCe ke Obll 3HAUYMTENbHO crabee
Tao Y no BryTpenHeit cune. — Ho Mens Bnonue ycrpansaer
HbIHELIHEee MECTO CITy3KOBbI.

— 910? — Tao Y obBen cabneit can. — Munyer snyHa,
¥ 371eCb KaMHs1 Ha KaMHe He ocTaHeTcsl. Tpetuit 6par crpe-
MUTENbHO TepsieT NO3ULIUKM, U 3TO MECTO NTPOCTO CPOBHSIIOT
C 3eMJleil BO BpeMs nepefena BaacTu. [loka Tbl cO MHOM,
y Te0s1 €CTb LIAHC BbIKUTb.

OH caenan war Brnepes ¥ HEOXMIAHHO 4yTb He CIO-
TKHy7CS. Tao YV onycTun B3msia M YCTaBUJICS HA KOPEHD,
KOTOPbIi HEU3BECTHO KOIZla He3aMeTHO OIUIesT ero JIeBYIO
HOTY, @ 3aTeM MOJHsII 6POBHL.

— Xpabpoe ManeHbkoe pacTeHne, — HAMECTHHK 3araja
3aHeC HIOB3IA0, UTOObI OTPYOUTb KOPEHD, U B TO K€ MIHO-
BeHue Csio LLIs meTnyncs Bnepen, ocTanasnMsas yaap CBOMM
MeuOM.
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— Cso Tao, Ha3azn! — KPUKHYJ OH.

Kopenb 3anposkan, a Tao V nerko orépocun meu Csio
LlI> u pe3ko obGepHyJcs, B3MaxoM HIOBIIA0 MoCbUIast
BOJIHY TEMHOM LK. B r1y6rHe MOI4annBOro U CrokoMHO-
ro caza rnoji BO3JeiiCTBMeM MOLIHOTO BUXPS 3aCKPUIIENN
CTBOJIbI JIepeBbEB U BO BCe CTOPOHbI B3METHYJIACh JIMCTBA.
Tao Y nHe ocraHOBUJICS HA 3TOM U, OJHOBPEMEHHO Mapu-
pys Bce ynapbl Csio L3, nocnan 6onblue uu. Bersu 3a-
TpeLLay, MOCIBILIANCS CKpexeT, OyATO Kakoe-TO JiepeBo
C KOpHSIMHU BbIpbIBajo u3 3emnu, u Cso Lls ¢ otyasHuem
Ha JIMLe BOCKJIMKHYJI:

— Bropoit rocnoauy, nowaaure! — OH pe3ko ONyCTUI
Med, rIepecTaB CONPOTUBJISATHCS.

— Her! — M3-3a KyCcTOB BbICKOYMJI IOHOLLIA B PO30BOM.

OnuH U3 HIOB311A0 OCTAHOBWJICS B BOJIOCKE OT ropJa
Csio s. Tao V pasouapoBaHHO QbIpKHYJ, OrsinbiBas MH
Tao ¢ Hor 10 ronosbl. Bosocsl Toro npencrasnsian co6oit
BOPOHbE THe3J10, BOPOTHUK COMIICS], a ry6a KpOBOTOUMIIA.
B3bepoluenHblit Kak MOKPbIit BOPOO€ii, OH C3KMUMaJ KyJ1aku
1 IpocTHO cMoTpen Ha Tao V.

— Kakoit cmenbiit poctok! — Tao Y nepesen B3msin
¢ Uu Tao Ha Csio LLls. — U kTo Tebe nopoxe: XO35IMH WIH
3TOT AeMOH? — BTOpOit KJIMHOK BbUIETEN M3 €ro pyKHu,
ycrpemisisich k 6e33atimtHomy M Tao, u Csio L3 Bbimyunn
I71a3a, a 3aTeM, He 3alyMbIBasiCh O MOCJIEJCTBUSX, MOJIHHE-
HOCHO OpOCHIICS Hamepepes, Mepexofs Ha CBO¥ JIYULLMii
LIMHTYH.

WH Tao B3BM3rHYJ U1 MOAHS PYKH B 6ECCMbICIIEHHOM
3awmTHOM Xecre. Cs0 L3 B oTuasiHuM BBITSIHYJICS, TbITa-
SICb ONepeuTb CMePTOHOCHBIH KJIMHOK, a Tao Y pacrubiics
B LIMPOKOM YXMBIJIKE...

— JoBonbHo! — mporpemen ronoc. Cabns more-
psia cuiy ¥ BoH3Mach B 3emimo, a Csio Ll crpabacran
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B 00bsiTst UH Tao, 3anpbirHyn Ha KpbILly U, HE Tepsist Bpe-
MEHH JJapOM, CKpbIJICSI U3 BUTY.

Tao Y ne cran ux noroustb. BMecTo sToro o nog-
HSJ1 PYKY, NpW3bIBasi HIOB3#A0, U cripsTan obe cabin
B lyXOBHOE MPOCTPAHCTBO. 3aTeM OH HETOPOIUIMBO MO-
BEpHYJICS K JIBepsIM [JIaBHOTO NaBUJIbOHA, KOTOPble HAKO-
Hell pacnaxHyaucb. Bropoil rocnoauH HacMeLuIMBO Npu-
CBUCTHYII.

— Jlyuiue Tebe 60mbliIe HUKOTIA HE BLIXOAUTb, B CAMOM
nerne.

Ce IOHbLM npOMOTNTUaT.

Bripouem, Tao V 6but1 mpas: yBuAb KTO BENMKOJEN-
Horo TpeTbero rocnoguHa B TaKOM BUJE, U €r0 pernyTa-
LMK Lierosist mpuiles Obl KOHeLl. Y3K CIMIIKOM MOTpemnaH-
HbIM W M3MSITBIM OH BBIMJISZeN: PacIyllleHHble BOJIOCHI
HEepSILIMBO TOMOPIUMIMCh U CBUCAMM BHU3 HeUeCaHbIMU
COCY/IbKaMH, KPacHbIit Xanar Obl1 Tak HeOPEXXHO 3aBsi3aH,
uTO OTKpbIBan rpyab U miueun Ce FOHbLM, @ TaKKe HUXK-
Hue Gernble wWTaHbl. Kpome 3TOr0, Ha HeM Gosbllie HUYEro
He 6bu10. OH OKasascst 60C M CTOSIT Ha MOpPOre CBOMX JINY-
HBIX MOKOEB C ThIKBOW-FOpJIsSHKOI B pyke. [lonGoponok
TeMHesl OT LUEeTHHbI, a I71a3a MOKPbUIMCb MYTHO! MOBO-
nokoit. OH ¢ Tpynom chokycupoBan B3msifi Ha Bropom
Oparte.

— Yero npunepcs? — rpy6o cnpocun Ce HOHbLM. —
Kakoro rys Tbl yrposkaelib MOUM ciyram?

TeMmHast LM 3aKpY>KK1JIACh 3a €ro CM1HOIA, MpHBJIeYeHHast
pasapaxkeHHbIM X035IMHOM Tpetbero nsopua. Tao V npu-
LLypUJICSl, pa3misiablBasl Ha3BaHOTO Opara, U bIPKHYII:

— Tak BOT uem Tbl 3aHMMaJICs Leblit roa? Tomm TocKy
B BHUHE?

He otserus emy, Ce KOHbLM BbIIMII OCTATKM CIIMPTHOTO
B rOpJIO U mouien oO6patHO BriayOb MokoeB. OH LLEJKHYI
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nasnbLiaMH, ¥ IBEPH 33 ero CIMHO# C rPOXOTOM 3aKPbUIHCh.
Ho Tao Y He 3ps Gbl1 OOHNUM M3 CUTIbHEHNLIMX IEMOHOB — OH
ycresn NpOCKOJIb3HYThb B LLeJlb.

BHyTpu nmaBunboHa TOXe Llapuil Xaoc, TOUHO 37eChb
OyiiCTBOBANO AMKOE KMBOTHOE: NOCKH, OCTABLUMECS] OT
CTIOMaHHOi1 Me6eJH, OCKOJIKM MOCYAbI Ha MOy, M30PBaH-
Hble 3aHaBecH. Tao Y LOKHYJ $13bIKOM, 0OXOZsl OCTAaTKH
KaKoW-TO JparoneHHoil Basbl, a Ce lOHbLUYM, HUUeEro He
3ameuasl, BEpHYJICA K LIMPOKOM KylleTke, 3aBaJleHHOM
IJIMHSHBIMU OYTbIZIKAMU U MYCTBIMU CepeOpsiHbIMU yaii-
HUKaMMU.

— Y 1ebst coBceM CIIyT He 0CTanoch, YToObl yOpaTh 3TO
Bce? Xouelub, npuuutio Tebe napouky? MHe Kak pa3 He-
JIaBHO MPUCSITHYJIM HAa BEPHOCTb A€MOHULbI-€HOTUXH, — He
npekpatuan u3nesku Tao V, BaNbssKHO YCTPAUBasiCh B €IMH-
CTBEHHOM LieJIOM Kpecrie.

Ce OHbLM MaxHYJ PYKOJA, ¥ THIKBA-TOPJISIHKA YCTPEMU-
nachb B rosioBy Tao VY, HO TOT ¢ JIerkocTbiO yKioHmcs. Ce
IOHbLM naxxe He MOCMOTper, JOCTHUT JIM €ro yaap Leu: OH
B3sU1 C 110712 LieJIblii KyBLUKMH M YCEJICS Ha KyLIeTKy C Hora-
Mu. Xanar CroJ3 c ero rjeya, Ho OH He 06paTHi BHUMaHMsl,
CpbIBast evaTh.

— 3aueM npuiien? — MIyXo CMPOCKII OH, KOrAa caenain
rnoTok. MyTHble KpacHble I11a3a ycraBuiuch Ha Tao V.

— W3 munocepaus, noporoii Gparel: ecnu He OyneLib
COMPOTHMBIIATBCS, TO 1 COXpaHi0 Tebe 5kM3Hb, Koraa 3abepy
TBOM TEPPUTOPUU, — JIETKO NPOU3HeC TOT. — Byzelb kuTbh
B MOeM JIBOpLie B KayeCTBe JIOMallHero NMToMLa, YeM He
BapuaHT?

Ce IOHbLM He OTpearMpoBai Ha POBOKALIMIO, MPOOJI-
)Kasl akaTb BUHO. Tao YV M3yMyIeHHO BCKMHYJ OpOBH: elile
roj| Hasaz 3TOT ropzeLl| pa3ous Obl KYBLUKMH O €ro rojioBy 3a
TaKue CJIOBa, HO ceiyac OH OyATO BOBCE €ro He CIIbILLIAI.
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