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IaaBal

Crroapt Hdpelik He UMel HUYEro MpoTUB HEKPacuBOU He-
BECThI, HO HE XOTeJ KeHUTbCS Ha ypoauHe. OH He TpeboBall,
YTOOBI OHA ObLIa YMHUIIEH, HO HE CMOT Obl BHIHECTHU ITOJIHYIO
nypy. Ee xapaktep Mor ObITh HE CJIMIIKOM JIeTKUM, HO CTiO-
apT BpsiA JIU cTaj Obl TepreTh Merepy. Ero eaMHCTBEHHBIM He-
00CyXI1aeMbIM yCJIOBUEM ObIJIO OOTaTCTBO: BbICOKAS WJIU MU-
HUATIOpHAasl, HEKpacuBas WM CMa3jivMBasi, 10OpOMyIIHAS WUIn
yrproMasi — OHa JOJKHa ObITh O0raToi, a €Ciu BO3MOXHO —
6acHOCJIOBHO H60OTaTOM.

Crr0apT OBLT YBEpPEH, YTO 3TO HE TaK YK TpyAHO. YTo HU ro-
BOpH, a EMY €CTb, YTO TIPEIOKUTD OyAyIlIeH KeHe: OAUH U3 ca-
MBIX JPEBHUX U TTOYUTAEMBIX B AHIJIMM TUTYJIOB — TUTYJT BU-
KOHTAa, KOTOPbII OH MOJYYUT, KaK TOJIbKO IeA U OTelLl eperayT
B MUP NOTYCTOpOoHHUI. KOHEUYHO, MOTYT MPOMTH roabl, Ipe-
JKJIE UEM €Tro >Ke€Ha CTaHET Ha3bIBaThCsl BUKOHTECCOW benMeitH
U TepeeneT XXUTh B IpeKpacHblii 1oM Ha bappoyduna. Ho ec-
JIK TOJIbKO JIpeiik caM He CKOHYaeTCsl paHbllle, TO HePeMeH-
HO TIOJIYYMT TUTYJ, KOTOPbIA MPUHECET JOCTATOYHO BHICOKOE
MOJIOXXEHNWE B CBETE M TaKoe 60raTcTBO, CIIOCOOHOE YIOBJET-
BOPUTbD JIIOOYIO KEHIIIUHY.

K cuacTblo, OH BCTpETUJI CIaBHYIO IEBYIIKY Ha TaHLIEBAJIb-
HOM cOopHuilie, KOTOPOe CUUTAETCS 311eCh, B KEHTCKOW TyIIH,
6anoM. Mucc CrrozeH Tparrep. Ee cocTosiHMe OlieHMBaJIOCh
B IBaJILIATh ThICAY (DYHTOB, U 3TO OBLIO BCE, YTO OH UCKAJI B HE-
BecTe. Chlo3eH OblIa XOPOIIEHBKOM, XOTS 1 uepecuyp OJeTHOM,
HO 3TO CYMTAJIOCh MOJHBIM CpeAu aHTJIMYaHOK, YMHOU — IO
KpaiiHeid Mepe, HACTOJIbKO, YTOObI yIMpaTh OT KOMIAHbOHKHU
Ha yeJMHEeHHbIe NMporyaku co CToapToM Mo Teppace, a Takke
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OHa ycriejia 6e3yMHO BJIIOOMTHCSI B HETO €7Ba JIM HE C MepBO-
ro B3IJIsifA.

EnwHCTBEHHBIM TIPEIISITCTBUEM TS GJIATOTIONYIHOTO yXa-
KWBaHMS OKazanach ee onekyHina. Chio3eH Oblia yoexXmeHa,
YTO OITEKYyHIIIa, KOTOpas K TOMY 3Ke TIPUXOAIIACH il TeTel,
CTPEMUTCS JINIINTH THIEMSTHHMILY JaXe caMOi MaJIeHbKOM pa-
Joctu B Xu3Hu. B roHoctu tetsa lllapiaoTTa myTeiecTBoBaia
no Bceid EBporie, HO oTKa3biBasiach OpaTh Chl03eH ¢ coOO
naxe B JlongoH. Paneie tets IllapioTTra Boguiia KOMIIAaHUIO
CO MHOTUMU MY>XYMHaMU CaMO# CKaHIaJIbHOW pemnyTaluu,
HO OTKa3sblBajia BCeM IKEHTJIbMeHaM, mpuriaiiaBmuM Chlo-
3¢H Ha MOJIyAeHHYIO TTPOryJIKy B akunaxe. M obugHee Bcero,
yto Tets [llapiaoTra HOcKa Bce, UTO Xelajia, TpuyeM ee Tya-
JIeThl ObUIM KpaliHe HeMPUJIWYHbI JJ151 XKeHIIUHBI €€ Bo3pacTa
U TIOJIOXKEeHUS BIOBbI, HO Chl03eH OHA MPUHYXIaja OfeBaTh-
cq B HEBBIPA3UTEIbHBIC TIJIaThs IMOYTH IETCKOTO IMTOKPOS, Ia
ele M HeMOTHEIE.

3aro ters Illapaorra caenana Cpro3eH OTPOMHOE OIOJIKE-
HHE, yexaB Ha BpeMsl U3 TOpolia U OCTaBUB TIJIEMSTHHUILY IO
MNpHUCMOTPOM HaeMHOI KomnaHbOHKU. Ee oTcyTcTBHE OBLIO
Cri0apTy Ha pyKy, oH yTeiian Cblo3eH U COYYBCTBOBAJI €I, I10-
Ka He MOHSUI, YTO TIopa Jej1aTh MpeUIoXKeHUe, KOTOPOoe, T0 ero
MHEHUI0, HETTPEMEHHO OYIeT MPUHSITO.

Ho B 3TOM, BO3MOXHO, OTYAaCTH U KpbLIach MpodJieMa.

B noctukeHuu aroii uean y CTioapta He OBLIO MpensT-
CTBUI1, HO OH HUKAK He MOT CMUPUTBCS C TeM, UTO XKeJaHHasl
J00bIYa Tak Jierko uaet B ero pyku. CTioapT Bcerna Obul yBe-
PeH, 4TO MpeuMyllecTBa HEOOXOAUMO OTTEHSTh HEKUM CKPbI-
ThIM HeJoCTaTKOM. Ternepb, Koraa oH nouTy rnojyyui Cblo3eH
Tparrep, BHE3aITHO YCOMHMIICS, 4TO X0UeT ee. HeT, ecimm Mbic-
JINTh XJIAAHOKPOBHO, OH, 0e3yca0BHO, xoTea ee. Orenr CTioapra
COKpaTWJI €My COJIep>KaHUe U Bejiesl HE BO3BpallaThCsl TOMOM:
TTOCTYTIOK, KOTOPbIit CTI0APT 0 CHX TOP CUUTAJI HEBEPOSTHBIM,
OCKOPOMTENBHBIM U XKeCTOKUM. OUeBUIHO, YTO 32 OCTaBIIIEECs
BpeMs CTroapT HE CyMeeT 3apadoTaTh JOCTATOYHO JEHET, YTOObI
YIOBJIETBOPUTH TpeOOBaHUS cBoero bankupa. He cymen Obl, na-
ke OyIpb y Hero AocToitHas npodeccus. ZKeHnTh0a Ha HacieI-
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HUlIe — HauOoJiee OBICTPBIN U JIETKUI Croco0 perieHust hu-
HaHCOBBIX TIpo0OIeM. 1o KpaitHeit Mepe, Tak cuutan CTroaprT.

B3moxHyB, OH NpUHSICS MEPUTH IIaraMu OMOIMOTEKY
Kunnmepos. Otomy 6any Cy:kaeHO ObLIO CTaTh €TI0 TPUYyMMOM.
Ters Illapnorra BepHynach B ropof, 1 cerogHs CtioapTy mpen-
CTOSITIO €€ BCTPETUTh, 04apOBATh U MPOCUTDH PYKH TUIEMSIHHU -
ubl. 3aBTpa Chl03€H MPUMET ero (popMajbHOE MPEIIOXKEHUE,
1 Yepe3 MecsIIl OH CTaHEeT XKeHAThIM MYXXUMHOM, HaJ KOTOPBIM
OoJiplile HE OYIYT JOBJETh CYpOBBIE MIMKTATHI OTIIA, OH Iepe-
CTaHEeT ObITh MPEIMETOM CIUIETEH U BIIEPBbIC B XKU3HU OKaXeT-
cs1 (puHaHCOBO He3aBUCUMBIM. UeM He mpeKpacHast XXu3Hb? OH
JOJIKeH OBITh BIIOJIHE YAOBJIETBOPEH TeM, 4To umeeT. Chlo-
3eH — MuJas AeBYyIlIKa, U OHU, BHE BCSIKOTO COMHEHMSI, He-
TLJIOXO TOJIaIsT.

Ho urto-To He naBano CTioapTy MOKOS... YTO-TO BO BCEM
5TOM OBIJIO... HETTPaBUJIILHBIM, XOTSI OH HUKAK He MOT TTOHSITh
TIPUINH COOCTBEHHOTO BOJTHEHMS.

CrroapT HarmOMHIJI ce0e, YTO TOIBKO Oe3yMell CIIOCOOEH IIe-
penymats ceityac. EMy ciemgyeT ObITh Ha ceIbMOM HeOe OTTOrO,
YTO TUTaH BBITTOJTHEH OE3YIIPeYyHO, a He COMHEBAThCS B YCIIEXe.
Ecnu 661 To1bKO BCe yKe 0bu1o caenaHo! Torma 6b1U10 ObI O3 -
HO pa3ayMbIBaTh, MOCTYIIWJI JIM OH MIPABWJIBHO WIM ITPOCTO IM0-
1IeJT IO MTyTU HAUMEHBIIIETO COMPOTUBICHUSI.

Korpa c3anu pasnaics xjonok asepu, CTioapT oTOpocu
COMHEHMSI.

B 6ubnmoTeky, 3ajlamMbIBast pyku, Boexana Chlo3eH.

— O, JIpeiik! — BcxomumHyna oHa. — YTo MBI OyneM neiath?

— 3axoaute, noporasi, — yAMBIEHHO IPOU3HEC OH, Oepsi ee
3a pyKy. — YTo cnyyunocs?

— Tera Ilapnorra, — 3apeigana Chlo3eH, IOTHSIB HAa HETO
MOKpBIE OT cjie3 Tia3za. — OHa HUKOTIA He TTO3BOJIUT HaM I10-
JKEHUTbCS, HUKoraa! 3106Has crapas Beabmal

CTi0apT BCKUHYJ OPOBU:

— Ho s naxe He mpocu TBoeil pyku! OTKyna Tebe n3BecT-
HO, YTO OHAa OTKaxKeT?

— 51 HamMeKHyJa, YTO ThI CcAeNaellb MpeIoKeHUe, U TeTs
3as1BWIA, YTO HE AOMYCTUT 3TOro. I'oBopuia o Tebe yxacHble
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Benu. CJIOBHO MTpeKpacHO TeOs1 3HAeT, XOTs B IJla3a He BUIIEe-
na! IToxanyiicta, Jpeiik, moxaiyiicTa, cKaXu, YTO MBI cOe-
xkuM! CeronHs Xe BeuepoM yeny ¢ Toboit! Yemy!

— Ho 3T0 moryomuT TBOIO peryTaiuoo, — HallOMHWI OH. —
He xouy OBITh IPUYMHOM TBOETO HECUYACTHSI.

— MaHe Bce paBHO!

I'poMko BexmunHyB, Chlo3eH Opocwiachk eMy Ha 1ieto. CTio-
apT, caepkaB B310X, ITOXJIONAJ ee 1o crruHe. Bee Ob110 OBI ITpe-
KpacHO, T03BOJIb OHA eMY YJIaIuTh 3TOT BOIIPOC, BMECTO TOTO
YTOOKI CMIEIIUTh U AeMCTBOBATH ONpoMeTYnBO. Yero oHa g106u-
BaJIach, CKa3aB CBOEH TETYIIKE, YTO OHU XOTAT MOKEHUTHCS?
a Hu4ero Xxopoliero He CTOUJIO U oxuaats! Terepb 3Ta XKeH-
LIMHA pelInIa, YTO He KeJIaeT U CIbIIIATD O XXEHUTHOE, XOTS HU
pa3y ero He Buena! M 31o Koraa oH ObUT TBEPIO YBEPEH, UTO
MOXeT yOeauTh ee — TUTYJI HEM3MEHHO MPOU3BOAMI Blieyar-
JIeHUE Ha HeMOJIOMbIX JIEAU, JaxXe €CIu 3TOT TUTYJ ellle TOJb-
KO MPEICTOSIIIO TMOAYIUTh. 3aTo yxke ceituac CTioapT Bpalajcs
B caMbIX BBICOKUX JIOHAOHCKHUX KpyraX. Ho Bce ObI10 OBI Kyna
Jlerye, 3aCTaHb OH €€ BPacCILIOX.

— VYcnokoiicst, — Benea oH, Korga BexJimnbl Chlo3eH He-
MHOTO YTUXJIU, 1 yOpaJsl ee pyKu cO CBOei 1eu. — ThI ToKHa
MPUHSTD XXU3HEPAIOCTHBIN BUI 1 BEPHYThCS B 3al.

JeByl1iKa IIIMBITHYJIa HOCOM U1 BbITEpJIa JIULIO MPOTSIHYTHIM
CT10apTOM IUTATKOM.

— IlpeacTaBuTh He MOTY, O UeM AyMaJl Tarna, Koraa Ha3Ha-
yaJjl ee MOeil oreKyHIueit!

— Ho ¢ TuM Mbl HUYETo He MOXeM TojenaTh, T03TOMY
JIOJKHBI TIPOCTO TIOMBITATHCS BBIMTU M3 CO3AaBIIETOCS TOJIO-
xeHus. Tol obelana mpeacTaBUTh MEeHsI ceTomHs BedepoM. T1o-
3BOJIb MHE BCTPETUTHCS C HEM, U I CMOTY pa3BesiTh BCE €€ CO-
MHEHMUS.

— O, Hpeiik! — nknymna Cpio3eH. — Eciu KTo 1 cMOXKeT el
TMOHPABUTBCS, TOYHO He Thl. lymalo, Tl He CyMeelllb TPOOUTh
KaMEeHHYIO CTCHY.

— Hawmexkaelb Ha To, 4TO MOe obassHUE He TIOJCCTBYET Ha
KaMeHb? — BecCeJIO CIIPOCHJI OH.

OHa, TIpOCUsIB, YJIBIOHYJIACh EMY.
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— BosmoxHo, ThI ipaB. ToiineM, s npeacrtasmio Tebs. U ec-
JIM TETSI HE COIVIACUTCS CETOIHS BEYEepPOM, MBI COEKIM 3aBTpa.

«Hy, yX 3T0 Bpsn au mpousoiiaer», — momyman CTioapT,
cTaparejbHO M300paxas yJIbIOKy. OH He MOXET IO3BOJIMTH Ce-
Oe >XKeHUTHCS Ha Hell 0e3 IMpUIaHoro, 1, YTO XOPOIIIEeTo, eClIN
OHH 00a OKaxyTcs B 0eqHOCTU?

ITokoneb6aBumch, Chl03eH ciierka nouajach BIepel U Bbl-
TsHyJa ryosl. CTioapT eaBa He OTCKOYMII, HO TYT K€ IpUILIea
B ce0s1 HACTOJILKO, YTOOKI JIESTOHBKO MOLIEJI0BaTh e¢ B 100. OHa
pa3oyapoBaHHO HAMyJacCh.

— Hukakux nouesnyeB, IoKa He CTaHeIlllb MOei XXeHOoM, —
npouenTan Jpeiik. — Bce nHOE MpocTO HEMPUIMYHO.

JIuo Chro3eH MTHOBEHHO MpocBeTieo. CToapT OLyTUII
HEUTO BpOJe YIpbI3eHUSI COBeCTU. Ero cMyiiaio, 4To oHa Tak
OBICTPO BIIOOMIACH B HErO M IPU 3TOM HE CKphIBaJla CBOMX
YyBCTB. DTO JIMIIHUI pa3 HAIIOMUHAJIO €My O TOM, HACKOJILKO
OHa MOJIOAa 1 HEBUHHA.

A ioka CTi0apT He CBSI3a1 ce0s HUKaKMMHM 00sI3aTeIbCTBa-
MU, He Jejaj IPeIIoXeHWsT M ObUT BOJIEH CIIOKOMHO YITH, HE
00BsICHsUICS B 1100BU. OH Bce ellle CBOOOIEH.

Ho Crioapt MbIcaeHHO BCTpsixHy/cs. HyxXeH roa-apyroi,
yT0o0BI OYKBYA-MapK Hayajl IPUHOCUTD IpUOLLTL, 1 CTI0apT He
JKeJIaJl OTKa3bIBaThCs OT HEr0, HE MCMOJIb30BaB BCE BO3MOXKHO-
CTHU [0 €ANHOI. DTO CKPOMHOE MTOMECThE OH OOHAPYKUII MPO-
IIJTOY BeCHOM. JIoM ¢ IBIPSIBOM KPBILIEH U MOTypa3pyIllleHHBIM
BOCTOYHBIM KPbUIOM ObLI MTOUTH pa3BaJIMHOM, HO BCe e 00J1a-
Jlajl HEKOTOpBhIM ouapoBaHMeM, U CTioapT MpencTaBisii, Kak
IIEPECTPOUT €T0 B YIOTHBIN OCOOHSIK, YTO, KOHEYHO, IIOTpedyeT
3HAUYMTEILHBIX BIoXeHui. Ho OoJbllie Bcero ero mHTepecoBa-
JIa 3eMJIST; HEBBICOKME XOJIMEBI, TYCTOM JIEC X caMasl TUIOJOPO-
Has I0YBa, KaKyio OH Korma-au6o Bumpell. [lomectbe HEOOMD-
1II0€, HO IIPY pa3yMHOM YIIPaBJICHUU MOXET IPUHOCUTH He-
Mainblii noxon. CTioapT B3sU1 Y ApyTa A€HbIW B3aliMbI U YEThIpe
JIHSI CITYCTS1 KYITMJI TIOMECThE, MOCJIe YeT0 U3BEPHYJICS U 3aJ10-
KWJI €70, YTOOBI OTAATh JOJIT APYTY, & MOTOM 3aHSUI EILIE, XKelas
0y1aroycTpoMTh MMOMECThe. bosibllie roga oH BKJIAAbIBaT KaxKIbIid
MOoJIydeHHbIH 1eHHU B OyKByA-NIapK Y BCe CUJIbHEE MPUBSI3bI-
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BaJics K moMecTbio. CToapT ycTall CyIleCTBOBATh IO yKa3Ke OT-
a. MImess cobCcTBEHHOE TIOMECThE, OH OYIET pecrieKTa0eIbHbIM
3eMJIEBIaelTbIIeM, YBasKaeMbIM IKEHTIIEMeHOM. K HecuacThio,
€My HY>KHbI J€HbIY, YTOOBI IUIATUTH 110 3aKJIaTHOM, IToKa (ep-
MBI He HAYHYT IPUHOCUTD TIPUOBLIb, a OTell TTePeKPhUT eaNH-
CTBEHHBIN UCTOYHUK noxona. Eciu oH He keHuTcs Ha Chlo-
3¢H, HAWIeT APYTyI0 HACTEMHUILY, 1 HIYETO He U3MEHUTCS, He
CUMTasi TOTO, UTO OH MOTPATUT OOJIbIIIE BPEMEHU, YXaXKUBasl 3a
Heit. Tak 9T0 OH HE MOT OTCTYITUTb.

CTioapT 1oJjie3 B kKapMaH. Eciiu oH oTaacT eit Kojblio, 1o-
MOJIBKA BCE PaBHO YTO COCTOMTCS.

— He Mory BBIHOCUTB, KOT/Ja Thl TPYCTUIIL. Bo3aMOXHO... —
OH pa3zxal JagoHb, YTOOBI ITOKa3aTh KOJblO. — BO3MOXHO,
3TO 3aCTAaBUT TeOs1 YIBIOHYTHCS. 3aBTpa OHO OyaeT TBouM. S co-
BEPIIEHHO YBEPEH B CBOEI CIIOCOOHOCTU YOeXK1aTh.

l'onyObie raza Chlo3eH MIUPOKO pacraxHyauch. OHa moy-
TN O€33BYYHO OXHYyJIA:

— O, Hpeiik! B camom nene?

Crioapt KuBHYJI. OHa 61aroroBeiftHO B3sia KOJIbLO U, CJIO-
KWB PYKU YaIlledKOM, CTaja ero paccMaTpyBarh.

— OHoO TpeKpacHo.

I'maza Chl03eH CHOBa HAITOJIHWIINCH CJIE3aMM.

— A Tenepb Bo3Bpalliaiicsi B 0albHBIN 3a1, 10porasi, MHaue
TeOs1 XxBaTATCsA, — IpousHec CToapT, MPUKOCHYBIINUCH Hajlb-
IIEM K ee rybam.

HeByllKa yIbIOHYIACh U MpyXKaja KOJbLO K IPYIN.

— VYBepeHa, 4To TeTsl COTJIacuTCsl. A eCiu HET, MbI Cpa3sy Xe
yoexxuM. A caenalo Bce, YTOOBI OBITH C TOOOIA.

— Tak u 6yner, — xuBHyn Crioapt. — Ho o 3aBTpaiiHe-
ro yTpa 3TO JOJLKHO OBITh Halllell TaliHo. TBoel TeTe 3T0 MOo-
JKeT He TIOHPABUTbHCS, a Mbl JOJIKHBI AeJIaTh BCE, UYTOOBI MOJTY-
YUTh €€ 0J1aroCJIOBEHUE.

ChI03eH KMBHYIA, ¥ €My TI0Ka3aJloch, YTO OHA TOTOBa Gpo-
CUTBCS B €70 OOBATHUS, TEM HE MEHee OHa IMOBEPHYJIaCh U Bbl-
CKOJIb3HYJIA 3a aBephb. CTIoapT yiubIOascs, IMoKa OHa He YIIUIa,
HO eJBa ABEPb 3aKpbLIACh, YAl B OmXkalillee Kpecio.
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Bcs aTa uctopust 0Tuero-To 3acTaBiisiia €ro YyBCTBOBaTh Ce-
0s1 XankuM. BOT oH, B3pOCIIbIil YeIOBEK, CUJbHbINM TEJIOM U 1y-
XOM, BBIHYXIEH 00XaXKBaTh HEOITBITHYIO IOHYIO IEBUILY.

Crr0apT TBEpauJ cebe, YTo, eciv Obl OH yKe YHacJienoBall
TUTYJI, MOJIOJIBIE JIEAU CTOSUTA ObI B oUepeau, OXXKUAast ero yxa-
KUBaHUM, U OOILIECTBO aIlJIOAMPOBAJIO Obl TOI, KOTOpasl ero
noiimMaeT. Tak 4To B ero AeCTBUSIX HET HUYETO HEOOLIYHOTO.

Ho CrtioapT noHuMaJ, 4to ajst Hero pasHuia ectb. OQHO
JIEJIO TIPOCTO XKEHUThCS TI0 pacueTy, M COBCEM JIPYyroe — Xe-
HUTBCSI, TOTOMY YTO MHAaYe ero XaeT pasopeHue. OH TepIeTh
HE MOT, KOTJla €r0 3arOHSUIM B YTOJL.

Ho xpebuii 611 OporieH. OH dhakTruecku caean npeaio-
keHue U otaall Cblo3eH KOJIbLO MaTepy, eIMHCTBEHHOE, UYTO He
Mpoaa, Aaxe KOorma eMy MpUXoausioch COBCEM TYro WU Tpe-
0oBaJIoCh BIOXUTH AeHbrd B OyKByd-napK. XOTs ceilyac emy
KazaJoCh, YTO OH IMPOoJaJ HEYTO Topasao 0oJiee 1O0poroe, YeM
KOJIBIIO.

CTr0apT NOTIHYJICS K TpadyHY, CTOSIBIIIEMY Ha cToJie. Hyxk-
HO BBITNUTD, MPEK/IE YeM IbITAThCS 0YapOBaTh CTAPYI0, BOPUJIU-
By10o TeTymiky IllapmoTTy. Bo3M0oXHO, He TTOMellIaeT U BTopast
nopuust OpeHau.

— Omna ynua? boxe, aToMy pebeHKy MECTO Ha ClieHe!

[Tpu 3ByKax rpyaHOro rojaoca, B KOTOPOM 3By4Yaslu Bece-
nele HoTKU, CTI0apT eaBa He TMorepxHyics. [ToBepHYBIINUCH,
OH CTaJl BCMaTpUBaThCsI B MOJIyMpPaK:

— IloncnymuBaere, Mmuaeau?

— 4 He xoTea, — TUXO paccMesiylach He3HaKOMKa, BbIXOIS
Ha cBeT. — Bcero nuiib McKajaa yKpOMHBIN YTOJIOK, IIe MOXHO
OBUIO ObI OCTaThCSA HaeAMHE CO CBOMMM MBICIISIMU. B 01bGmmo-
TeKe, KakK MpaBuio, TUXO, HE TaK Jin?

Teneps CTr0apT XOPOILIO €€ BUIEI, U er0 MHTEPEC K 3TOi
JKEeHIIMHE BCITbIXHYJI MTHOBEHHO.

TeMHBIE BOJIOCHI B CBETE CBeUell OTIMBAIM KPACHBIM JIe-
peBoM. B nokoHax cBepkanu OpuiimanThl. Koxa Obuia Takoi
Ke 30JIOTUCTOM, KaK IJIaThe, OTYETO ero TKaHb Ka3ajlach Mpo-
3payHoii. COOCTBEHHO roBOpsI, OHAa 1 ObLjIa IOYTH Ipo3payd-
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HOI1, KaK CcTajio BUJHO Telepb, KOTAA XKeHIMHA BCcTajla rnepes
Jnamrnoii. Ha ee mieun Obuta HaKUMHYTa JJIMHHAS y3Kasl 11ab,
MPUTITUBAIOLIAS BHUMaHUE K COOJIa3HUTENIBHO TTOJTHOM IpyIu,
M0 CPaBHEHUIO C KOTOPOU TayMs Ka3ajaach 0COOEHHO TOHKOM,
a O0elpa — BOUCTUMHY POCKOIIHBIMUA. OHA HEOPEKHO TIPUCIIO-
HUJIACh K CTOJY, TOJIOXWIA pYKHM Ha Geapa U MOgHSIA TOJIO-
By. CTI0apT OCO3HAJI, YTO, HE pa3IyMbIBasi, IIPU ee MPUOJIKe-
HUU BCKOYUIL.

Ee nuiio o3zapuna yabiokKa, HO 1 6€3 yJIbIOKK OHO ObLIO TIpe-
KpacHo. XOTsI JIyKaBblii BUJI TIpMAaBajl eil HerepenaBaeMoe ova-
pOBaHMUeE.

— ITo-moeMy, Mbl He3HaKOMBI, — 3aMeTu CToapT, MOCcYu-
TaB, YTO B3POCIIBIE JaMBI HPABSITCSA eMY Ky/Ia OOJIbIlle IOHBIX JIe-
BUII.

OuepenHasl TaMHCTBEHHAs YJIbIOKaA.

— Her, He BcTpeuanuch, Mmuctep Jpeiik.

OH paccMmaTpuBajl €¢ HEMHOTO JOJIbIIIE, YeM MO3BOJISLIN
TPVINYUSI.

— IlombleH TeM, 4To BbI 3HaeTe, KTo 1. — CTioapT ImocTa-
BUJI OoKkasl Ha cToj. — Kak Obl MHE XOTeJIOCh OTBETUTh BaM
TeM xe!

— O, nyMalo, paHO WJIM ITO3JHO MBI Obl BCTpeTUINUCH. O0-
mectBo B KeHTe B 3TO BpeMs rofia He CIIMIIKOM BEJIUKO.

B ee ronoce siBHO 3By4as npusbiB. CTIOAPT C TPYAOM BepUII
CBOUM YIIIaM.

— DTo coBceM Hertoxo. S yacTo xenana Obl OrpaHUYUTD
CBO€ 0OIIIECTBO BCEro OAHOM 0CO0O0IA.

He3Hnakomka BeITHYJIa OpOBb M COOJIA3HUTEIBLHO 3aIIPOKH-
HyJ1a TOJIOBY:

— Heyxenu! Kakoe Henmpummnane!

Ero KpoBb Kuriesa oT BO30YKIEHMSI, U [IOTOMY OH TIPUIBU-
HyJIcs 9yTh Omke. OHa He OTCTyIMIA.

— A BBI JIIOOMTE BCE HENPUJIMIHOE?

Omna oTBeTHIa TPYAHBIM CMEXOM:

— Jla, B Moei1 xXu3Hu ObIBaIu cBou npukmodeHus. Ho uro
MoayMaeT Ballla HapeuyeHHasi?
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OkoHuareJbHO cOUTHIN ¢ ToJKy, CTI0OapT cHavajia HUKaK
HE MOT MOHSITh, 0 KOM UJET pedb, HO MOTOM BcroMHMI Chio-
3eH TpatTep:

— OHa He MO$I HapedeHHasl.

— Ho BBI cobupaeTech Ha Heil XKEHUTHCS?

TanHcTBeHHasl HE3HAKOMKAa HaMOTaJjla Ha IaJjiel] OAUHOKO
JIeXKaIIWil Ha TIIeYe JIOKOH.

— DT0 yX MOe JIMYHOE JIeJIo, He TaK Ju?

CT10apT NPUCTIOHUJICS K CTOJTY psiioM ¢ Hell. OH He xenai
0o0cyXaaTh ¢ KeM-JIMOO CBOM CBajieOHbIe TIaHbl. [103a He3Ha-
KOMKU TTOIYepKUBaja ouepTaHust ee rpyau, U CTioapT HEBOJIb-
HO BOCXUTUJICSI O0OJIbCTUTEbHBIMU (hOpMaMu.

3aragovHas XeHIIMHA ¢ KOKETIUBOU yJIBIOKON HAKJIOHU-
Jia TOJIOBY.

— IIpocto nHTepecHo. OHa, MMOX0XE, CUMTAET BaC CBOUM
KeHuxoM. A BocxuleHa Baliei CToMKoCThlo. Tak peluTelb-
HO OTKa3aThcs cOexarh ¢ Heit!

Crroapt ynbeiOHYJICcsS. He Bce mu paBHO, 0 4YeM OHU T'OBO-
psAT? OH He TIPUBBIK TaK OTKPBITO (PIUPTOBATh C HE3HAKOMBbI-
MU KeHIMHamMu. Ho eciu oHa rotosa, mouemy Het? Ecnu ero
000JIbCTUT TAMHCTBEHHAsI KpacoTKa, 10 KpailHeil Mepe, XOTh
HACTpOEHUE HEMHOTO TTOAHUMETCSI.

Ero mpoBuHIIMaIbHAs CChLIKA HEOXMAAHHO MTOKa3ajlach He
CTOJIb YX YHBLIOM. Jlaxe ouyapoBaTh cTapyio Magam JIpakoHu-
Xy OyleT He TaK IIPOTUBHO, €CJIM UMETh Ha CTOPOHE 3Ty Ipe-
nectHully. MHTEpecHO, OHA BAOBA WM 3aMYXKHSIS XKEHIIMHA?
M nouemMy, yepT 1mobepu, OHU He BUIEIVCh paHbIle?

— Kaxk Barre ums?

Ee ynbiOka moraciua:

— DTO0 uMeeT 3HaueHue?

CTttoapT mocMoTper et B I1a3a:

— MHe xoteioch Obl €ro 3HaTh.

— IMo-MoeMy, MHOTA BEIY BPOJE UMEH WU MOJIOKEHMUS
COBEepILIEHHO He BaxXHbI, He HaxoauTe? Pa3Be He BaxHee Bce-
TO Te XeJIaHUsI, KOTOPbIe MbI TAUM B cepaliax? — IpolllenTana
HE3HAKOMKa, MPUCTAJIbHO TJISIISl HAa HETO.
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HeckombKo ceKyH OHM CTOSIIM COBEPLLIEHHO HEMOIBUXKHO.
CT10apT HE MOT TPUIIOMHUTD, KOTIa TaK OCTPO OLIYILA MpU-
CyTCTBME XeHIMHbI. Koraa ere B HEM ropesio Takoe KapKoe
KeJJAaHUE K TON, KOTOPYIO YBUJIEN BCErO AeCITh MUHYT Ha3aa?
OH X0TeN ee Tak CTPACTHO, KaK HUKOT/Ia paHbIlle HE XOTeJ HU
OIIHY XEHIIUHY, U, ECJIU TOJIbKO OH HE OLIMOAeTCs, OHA TOXE
€ro xoTesna.

— BbI npasbl, — npouentan CToapT, IpUABUTAsICh OJIU-
ke. — MHorma aTo coBepllieHHO HE MMeeT 3HAaYEHMSI.

3a MTHOBEHUE Tepell TeM KaK UX T'yObl BCTPETUIIUCh, OHA OT-
BEpHYJIach U, Bellsl MaJibLiaMU T10 MOJMPOBAHHOM MTOBEPXHOCTU
CTOJIa, CTajla OTCTYNaTh.

— HMHTtepecHo, 4TO BBl BUANUTE B AeBYyIIKe? OHa KaxeTcs. ..
yepecuyyp HEBUHHO?

ITanb ciioBHO ciyyaiiHO COCKOJIb3HYJIA C €€ Tieva, U 3aBO-
poxxeHHbIN CTI0apT IIarHyJI cJIeJoM 3a He3HAKOMKOM B Oojiee
TEMHYIO YaCTh OMOJMOTEKU.

— Hukorga He moHMMasa, YTO MYXXUYUHbBI BUAST B JETSIX.
S HaxoxXy X TAKMMU OTBpaTUTEIbHBIMMU!

CTr0apT OCTAaHOBWJI €€, MOIMaB KOHEII 11aju, TPy 3TOM ero
nayblbl KOCHYJUCH ee Tieya. HesHakoMKa maxsia 4yemM-To uy-
JK€3eMHbIM U 9K30TUYECKUM, HE OOBIYHOM PO30BOI BOJIOM, KO-
TOPOI1 OyKBaJIbHO IIPOIUTHIBAIOTCS aHIJIMICKYE neByIiKky. Emy
XOTeJIOCh Y3HaTh, KAKOBBI Ha BKYC €€ TyObl, M1 BHE3aITHO OH 00e-
3yMeJI OT K€JIaHUS 3TO BBISICHUTb.

— BnI He pebeHOoK.

— CoBepllIeHHO BepHO, — paccMeslylach OHa U TIOMbITa-
Jlach YITHU He obopauuBasicb. Ho CTioapT Tak U He BbIIMYCTUI
ee 1ajib, U TKaHb C ILIOPOXOM CITOJI371a TI0 ee TIIedy.

— Kakoe npesiecTHOe iaTbe, — 3aMETUIT OH.

Hesnakomka caenana enle 1mar, U 1iajib HaTsHyJIach Ha ee
Telie, oOprcoBaB CcOOJIa3HUTENbHBIE U3rMObl. CTI0ApT OTITY-
CTWJI 1IaJIb, ¥ Ta ynajia Ha noJ. 2KeHIlMHA OrJisgHyJach, ria-
3a €€ CBEPKHYJIU.

— Cnacu60. BaM He moHpaBuIach MO 1IaJTb. Sl BO3bEMY €e.

— PasymMeeTcs, — mpoOOpMOTaJl OH M KOCHYBIIUCH Iajlb-
1IeM ee 3aThlIKa, MpoBeJ Mo cruHe. [laiel HaThIKaICs Ha Ty-
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rOBUIIBLI, KOTOphie CTI0ApT YK€ MOIyMbIBaJl paccTeTHyTh. — He
BBIHOIIIY €€ BUAA, — 3aBEPUJI OH.

Jlerkast IpoxXb coTpsicia IUIeYd HE3HAKOMKU, W 110 BEHAM
CTr0apTa pa3muiIoch pacKalleHHoe XeJlaHue. OH CKOJIb3HYJI JIa-
JOHSIMH TI0 €€ pyKaM, IIPUTSTUBAs KEHIIMHY K cebe.

Ho oHa MOJIHMEHOCHO, OMHUM OBUXKEHUEM OCBOOOIMIACH
OT €T0 PYK U OTCTYIWIA, TIPOUIS TPU KOPOTKUX 1Iara 10 -
BaHa.

— Pa3Be Baiia HeBecTa He XKIET Bac? — IIYTJIIMBO OCBEIIO-
MWJIaCh HE3HAKOMKA.

CTl0apT, HUYYTh HE pacCTPOEHHBII CKOPOCThIO, C KOTOPOM
OHa ero o0oJIbIIIAJIa, ITOXKa TIJIeYaMH.

— MbI He TOMOJIBJIEHBI O(PUILINATIBHO.

Ona Habomana 3a HAM, IIPU 3TOM Ha ee rybax mrpaia
CTpaHHasl OJyyJIbIOKa.

— BBl pazobneTe ee cepaie.

CT10apT OCTAHOBUJICS U TIIYOOKO B3IOXHYII:

— He namepenHo.

— Bor kax...

OHa KMBHYJIa, TPALIMO3HO OITyCTUJIACh HA IWBAH, OTKUHY-
JIach Ha CIIMHKY M, 3aKUHYB PYKY 3a TOJIOBY, IPUHSLIACH UTPATh
€O CBOMMU BOJIOCaMHU.

— Ho BB He m00UTE ee. B ee 00BATUS Bac TOJIKAET OTHO
JIMIIB XKeJIJaHue, He TaK Jin?

O, ero obypeBaJIo XelaHue K COBEPIICHHO APYTroi KeHIITH -
He! CKpy4YMBajIo y3JI0M XeJIyI0K, BOIIUJIO B TOJI0BE, TPeOys 3a-
BJIaJICTh €IO.

— BoBce Her.

OHa M3SIIIHO CKPEeCTWIa HOTH, Ha MTHOBEHUE OOHAaXUB
CTPOMHYIO JIOJBIXKKY.

ToHKMIA 1IEJIK TTOMYEPKUBAJl OUEPTAHUS €€ HOT, IIPUKOBAB-
mmx BHuMaHue Crioaprta. Heyxenu 3Ta XeHIuHa BooOI1Ie He
HOCHUT OeJibsi?

CT10apT ycelcs Ha IVBaH PSIIOM C Heil:

— Yero BBl XOTe/IM, KOIIa 3aTOBOPUJIA CO MHOI HECKOJIb-
KO MUHYT Ha3aj?

— ITo3HaKOMUTBCSI, — KOKETJIMBO YJIBIOHYJIACH OHA.
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CT10apT NOJIOXWI PYKY Ha CIIMHKY IMBaHa, M KOTJa ee JIh-
10 0Ka3aJIOCh B AIOMME OT €ro JINIIA, IIPOIIeHTal:

— B TakowMm ciygae maBaliTe y3HaeM IpyT Apyra MoOJIKeE.

— O, g yXe y3Haja IIpo Bac JOCTaTOYHO, — IIPOBOPKOBAa-
JIa OHa.

Crr0apT IONBITANCS 3aBIAAETh €€ ry0aMu, HO BMECTO 3TOIO
OHa ycIIesna IOACTaBUTh 1IEKY.

— BBl yxe nokazanu cebsl TeM, KeM sI Bac cuuTasa.

OH paccMestIcs U CTajl ITOKYChIBaTh MOUKY €€ yXa:

— A Belb Beyep TOJIbKO HAYMHAETCS.

OH y6paJ1 HeMOKOPHbI JJOKOH, YIaBIIIWiA eii Ha MJe4yo, 00-
BeJI IajiblieM BhIpe3 IuiaThsl. Ho oHa ocTaHOBMIIA €TO PYKY.

— Cri0apT, Kak, mo-BalieMy, IpaBja JIM BCE TO, UTO BbI
CIIBIIIAJIA TIPO MEHSI?

On nomennui. Ee rpyab ObICTpO B3abIManach IO, €T0 py-
KOM, HO IIYTJIMBBIX HOTOK B €€ T0JI0Ce OOJIbIlle He OBLIO.

— He 3Ha10, KTO BBI, — yX€ X0JIOIHEe Mpou3Hec OH. — YTo
BBl 000 MHE CJIBITIIAIN?

— BBl He 3HaeTe MOero UMeHH U BCe K€, TTojIaraio, TOTOBbI
OBJIAETh MHOM, W clenaau Obl 3TO, €CJIN OBl I HE OCTAaHOBU-
Ja Bac. S mipaBa?

OnH He orBeTH. OHAa IlIeBEJbHYJIACh 1 CTajla TepeThCsT Oe-
JIPOM O €ro BOCCTaBIIYIO TLIOTh.

— Bare Mmo1yaHMe KpacHOpeunBee CJIOB.

— Kro0 BBI? — TpeboBaTeJIbHO CITIPOCHII OH, JIOXKAach Ha Hee.
Ee raza pacKpbuInCh UyTh IIMpE, HO B3MJISIA TYT XK€ CTaJl XKeCT-
KMM 1 HenpoHuiaeMbIM. OHa CJIOBHO 3acThuia. M XoTs o1ry-
IEHNUE e€ Tejla TOJIbKO 00OCTPUIIO OBJIAACBIIEe UM XKeIaHuUeE,
CT10apT MMPOUTHOPUPOBAJI SMOLIMHU U MOAJAJICS 3a11031aJ10 Ha-
XJIBIHYBIIAM MOM03peHusIM. KTo 3Ta >keHIIHA 1 IoYeMy OHa
371eCh, B OMOIMOTEKE, IT0YEMY TaK CTapaeTcsl COOIa3HUTh €r0?

— Yro0 BBl 000 MHE 3HaeTe?

— Kak xe, CtioapT, — TUXO OTBETUJIA OHA, — S CJbIIIA-
Jla 0 Bac He MEeHbIIIe, YeM Bbl — 000 MHe. XOTUTe MepecriaTh
co MHoi1? M1 MokeT, MOTOM BaM MPUIET B TOJIOBY y3HAaTh MOE
nMms? My BepHeTech Ha 0ajl UCKaTh APYTYIO XKEHIIMHY, KOTO-
PYIO 3aXOTUTE 000JIbCTUTH?
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— Ecnu kT0-TO 31€Ch 1 000ILCTUTENIB, TO YK SIBHO HE 5T, —
npoOypuai oH. — YTo 3a Urpy Bbl BeaeTe?

— 4 roBopuia. — OHa CHOBa yJIBIOHYJIACh, XUTPO U TOP-
KecTBylollle. — MHe ObL10 J1000MNBITHO B3MJISIHYTh Ha Bac.
S mpuina B OMOIMOTEKY MOAyMaTh, IPEeXaAe YeM BCTPETUTh-
cs ¢ Bamu. [ToroMy 4To, 3HaeTe i1, HAM CYXI€HO ObUIO CYIb-
0011 BCTpeTUThCs B 3TOT Beuep. Chl03eH CKa3ajia BaM 3TO caMa.

Cri0apT MOI4a CMOTpPEJ Ha Hee.

— A Iapnotra I'puddonuno, — mpoinenTana KeHIIU-
Ha. — 3700Has cTapasi BeabMa ¢ KAMEHHBIM cepieM. A Tak-
ke HeHaBUCTHasI oniekyHina Coro3eH Tpatrep.

OH BBINYCTUJI €€ PYKU:

— DT1oro 6bITh He MOXeT! Ee TeTka cTapyxa.

[[lapnoTTa moxasa rjie4yaMu:

— B m1azax Crelo3eH s crapyxa. [ToToMy uTo 3TOM BecHO
OTIpa3aHOBaJIa CBOE TPUALIATUIIETHE.

Crroapt moryai. OHa Bcero Ha Ba roma Mojoxe ero! B rpy-
Iy OyiieBaja yxacatomias sipocTb. Chblo3eH oOMaHbIBalIa €T0o
HacyeT TeTKMU, MOJI, Ta — XyTKas ctapas BeapMa. Huuero He
CKaxelllb, 0YeHb IToxoxke! A TeTKa 0OMaHbIBaJla €ro, CKphIBas,
KTO OHa Ha camoM Jiesie. M Tenepb OH MoTepsiyl BCe HIAHChI T10-
yyuTh Chio3eH TpaTTep U ee COCTOSTHUE.

CTi0apT MOPHIBUCTO BCKOYWII:

— BBI, 10/KHO OBITH, OYE€HBb JOBOJILHBI CO00IA!

— ITo kakoli ke TpuYrHe MHE ObITh JOBOJIbHOI? Y3HATh
HaBEpHSIKa, UTOObI HE OCTAJIOCh U TEHU COMHEHUSI, YTO MOSI
IUIEMSIHHMIIA CTajla 1oObdeil aBaHTiopucTa? YTo 3TOT aBaH-
TIOPUCT, €/1Ba He MOTyOUBILUIA ellle NBYX HacaenHull B JIoHa0-
He, 4yTh ObLIO HE CIoMaJl KU3Hb J04YepU MOero Opara, 3a00Ta
0 KOTOpO#i TopyyeHa MHe?

— Bu1 oomanynu meHst! — CTioapT MoKa3a Ha Hee TalbleM.

IITapiorTa BCKMHY/Ia OPOBb:

— Mucrep [JIpeiik, 1 HIYEeM Bac He IMOOIIpsa.

Crioapra Tpsiciio oT THeBa. OHa Jesajia Bce, UYToObl cobJia3-
HUTb €r0, MOOIIPUTh, TOUHO 3Has, KTO Tepel Heil, oHa Oec-
CTBIIHO KOKETHUYAJIa, HAMEPEHHO BbICTaBJIsI cebsi Hanokas!

— BrI 3Hanu, K10 1.
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