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To Dash and Romy

Prologue

Thursday 18 April 2013

2.30 p.m. Talitha just called, talking in that urgent,
‘let’s-be-discreet-but-wildly-overdramatic’ voice she always has.
‘Darling, I just want to let you know that it’s my sixtieth on the
24th of May. I'm not SAYING it’s my sixtieth, obviously. And keep

it quiet because I'm not asking everyone. I just wanted you to keep
the date free’

I panicked. “That would be great!’ I gushed unconvincingly.

‘Bridget. You absolutely can’t not come’
‘Well, the thing is...]
‘What?’

‘It’s Roxster’s thirtieth birthday that night. Silence at the end
of the phone.

‘I mean, we probably won't still be together by then, but, if we
are, it would be... I tailed off.

Tve just put “no children” on the invites.

‘He'll be thirty by then!” I said indignantly.

Tm just teasing, darling. Of course you must bring your toy
boy. I'll get a bouncy castle! Back on air. Mustrunloveyoubye!”



Hoceaujaemcs JJauy u Pomu

IIponor

18 anpena 2013, yerBepr

14: 30. Hy u pasrosop ceitac 6pi1! Tenedonnsiit. 3BoHMIa
Tannra. ToBopumia, KaK BCerfa, B 3TOM CBOEM U3I0OIEHHOM CTH-
JIe «3TO-)KYTKMIT-CeKpeT-Hy-ThI-CaMa-IIOH/MAellb. ..». VI3 Bcero
oHa f#emaeT Apamy! Bouno 6b1 4TO ApaMaTM3MpoBaTh. XOTS Kak
HOCMOTPETb. ..

— Ilpuser, goporyura, — 3arafodyHo CKasaja OHa, — s
x04y Tebe coobmuTh... [IBafLaTh 4€TBEPTOro Mast MHe UCIIOTI-
HUTCS LIeCThAeCT. PasyMeeTcst, 1 HUKOMY He CKasasa, 9YTO MHe
mecTbaecsT... Ho 51 HaJerch — YK ThI-TO OCTapaeIIbCsi ObITh.
Tonbko He 6orTait, s MpUIIALIAlo0 He BCeX. B o6iem, Ha ABaj-
I1aTh YeTBEPTOE HUYETO He ITAaHUPYIL. JloroBOpUINCH?

Mens ckocuno HpI/ICTyHOM IIAHVKN.

— 9ro 3amevarenbHO! — OpsikHyma 1. — To ecTh, g xoTena
CKa3arb...

— bpumxnt, To1 gomxHA npuiiT. OTTOBOPKM He IPUMHMMA-
I0TCA.

— Ho perno B ToMm, 4TO...

— B uem?

— Kaxk pas gBazaiarb deTBeproro, y Pokcrepa feHb poxxze-
HISI, eMY UCIIO/HSIETCS TPUALIATH.

Ha ToM KOHIje TMHMY OBUCIIO MOTYAHNE.

— Her, — saToponmacs 51, — 51 BOBCe He X0y yTBEpPXK/aTh,
4TO [I0 TeX IOp MbI Bce eife 6ymem Bmecte! Ho ecnu Bce-Taku
OymeM. .. 9TO Kak-To...

— Hapo xe. A s xak pas 3akasaja IPUITAIIEHNS C IPERY-
npexaenuem: «IIpuxonuts 6e3 meteir».

— Ho emy B camom pene ucnonusercs: Tpupuars! — S ene
CHep>KMBajla HaKaTyBIIee BAPYT Ha MeH: OelleHCTBO. — IJTO,
3Haellb /IM... — Hadasa ObIIO 51, HO Ha BCAKMUIL C/Ty4ail IPUKY-
ciua S3BIK.

— 51 mpocro mry4y, mmnas. — Cyas HO ronocy, oHa Jo-
BOJIBHO y/bIOanach. — PasyMmeeTcs, ThI MOXeIllb IPUXOANUTD CO
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Tried to turn on telly to see if Talitha had indeed, as so often,
been calling me live on air during a film clip. Jabbed confusedly
at buttons like a monkey with a mobile phone. Why does turning
on a TV these days require three remotes with ninety buttons?
Why? Suspect designed by thirteen-year-old technogeeks, com-
peting with each other from sordid bedrooms, leaving everyone
else thinking theyre the only person in the world who doesn’t
understand what the buttons are for, thus wreaking psychological
damage on a massive, global scale.

Threw remotes petulantly onto sofa, at which TV randomly
burst into life, showing Talitha looking immaculate, one leg sexi-
ly crossed over the other, interviewing the dark-haired Liverpool
footballer who has the anger-management/biting problem. He
looked as if he wanted to bite Talitha, though for rather different
reasons than on the pitch.

Right. No need for panic — will simply assess pros and cons
of Roxster/Talitha party issue in calm and mature manner:
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CBOMM MaJIb4MKOM. f IocTaBiIo eMy B cajly HaZyBHOM 3aMOK'.
Hy Bce, Mens 30ByT — mnopa B a¢up. fJ-mobexana-uenymo-mno-
Ka-o-BcTpeun!..

Ona pana ot60it. I TYT >ke IOMBITaNach BKIIOYNTD Tere-
Busop. Heyxenu Tanura 3BoHmIa us cryguu? 310 6bUI0 B ee
MaHepe — 3BOHUTb MHE BO BpeMs IpsAMOro sdupa, moka Io
TeNIMKY KPYTAT peKnaMHble pornuku. Ho celfuac MHe He CKOpO
YHATIOCh 9TO Y3HaTb. MMHYT ISATh 5 G€CCMBICTIEHHO TBIKajIa
HanbllaMy B KHOIIKYM 3TOTO JYPallKOro IyJIbTa — U3JeBaTeNb-
ckoe n3obpetenne! — Ho Tak U1 He npeycrerna. C TeM e ycIie-
X0M 06e3bsiHa, KOTOPOIT IOIIaj B JIAIlbl MOOMIbHBII TenedoH,
mora 651 T03BOHNTH B Batukas mame pumckomy. Kakoro gep-
Ta, YTOOBI BK/IIOYNUTD TEIVK, HY>KHBI [[eJIBIX TPY IY/IbTa U BCS
3Ta COTHA KHOIIOK ¥ KHono4ek? Kakoii AbABO/ 3TO NpuUAyMan?
3avyem?! JInyHO A KyMalo, YTO KaKue-HMOYAb TPUHAIATUIET-
HIUe TeXHOTeHNUM, 3aceBlIMe B IOMYTEMHBIX CIIajJieHKaX C UX
BEYHBIM 6eflTaMoM, MOJCTPOMIN 3TO CIIEINaIbHO, YTOOBI BCe
HOpMaJIbHbIE TIOAY YyBCTBOBAIU CeOs KPYINIBIMU MUOTAMM
Ka)X/IBII1 a3, KOIa MM 3aX04eTCs IIPOCTO IOCMOTPETh TeleBU-
30p. A TOBOPAT, HET HUKAKOTO MUPOBOTO 3arosopa! J Bbl elje
Oynere crioputb? B m060M crydae ICUXOMOrndYecKuit yiepo,
KOTOPBIN HAHOCAT JIIOfAM HOIEIKIM 3TUX IPbIIABbIX BIACTENN-
HOB MMPa — S M€K0 B BUJy CBOVI JyIIE€BHBI MUP, — He IOJ-
TaeTcs HUKAKOI OLleHKe — HaCTOTbKO OH BEJINK.

B 6eccumpHOM OCTepBeHEHNUM $1 MIBBIPHY/IA ITY/IBTHI Ha -
BaH, I TYT MHe oboppsomie ynbibHynach Tamura. V3 Tenesusopa.
OH caM co6011 B351T ¥ BKTIOUW/ICA — U KaK pas Ha Kajjpe «y/Ibl6-
Ka Befyliei 3putemo». Takas npodeccroHanbHas yniblboka —
«BbIMTpBIIIHAsTY. OHa cupiena, cO6/a3HUTENbHO 3aKMHYB HOTY Ha
HOTY, ¥ MUHTepPBbIOMPOBaJa KaKoro-To ¢pyrdonucra us JInsepmy-
1. Hackonbko MHe IOMHM/IOCH, 3TOT IIAPEeHb IPOCIABU/ICA TEM,
YTO BO BpeMsI MaT4a YKYCUJI CY[IbI0 — €r0 pellieH)e IT0Ka3anoch
eMy HecIpaBelMBbIM. Boirmazgena Tannurta, Kak Bcerna, He moj-
KOIIAEIIbCST — JAO/DKHO OBITD, IO3TOMY BUIOK Y IaPHs OBUT TOU-
HO TaKOIf, KaK OYATO OH ObUI TOTOB YKYCUTb M €e — IIO MHOIL,
KOHEYHO, IpUYMHe.

Hy nagHo, cepreunsie 6ypu — mypHoiit coBetdnk. Hapo mpo-
CTO CecTb ¥ CIIOKOITHO, KaK II0f06aeT pasyMHOII, B3pOC/ION XKeH-
IIMHe, B3BECUTDb BCe APTYMEHTBHI, BCe «3a» U «IIPOTUB»... JITaK,
tawuTh 11 PokcTepa Ha 106uneit k Tanute? Hy-c, mompobyem. ..

! IleTckuit aTTpakuyoH B Bupe 6aryra. (30ecv u 0anee —npum. ne-
pesoduuka).
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Pros of taking Roxster to party

* It would be terrible not to go to Talitha’s. She has been my
friend since our Sit Up Britain days, when she was an impossi-
bly glamorous newsreader and I was an impossibly incompetent
reporter.

* It would be quite funny to take Roxster, and also smugma-
king, because the thirtieth/sixtieth birthday thing would stop
all that patronizing pitying-of-single-women-‘of-a-certain-age’
thing, like they’re terminally stuck with their singleness, whereas
single men of that age are snapped up before they’ve had time
to draw up the divorce papers. And Roxster is so gorgeous and
peach-like, thereby somehow denying reality of ageing process
on self.

Cons of taking Roxster to party

*  Roxster is his own man, and would doubtless take exception
to being treated as some sort of comedy, or anti-ageing device.

*  Crucially, it might put Roxster off me, to be surrounded by
old people at sixtieth birthday party, and make some sort of com-
pletely unnecessary point about how old I am though of course
am MUCH younger than Talitha. And frankly, I refuse to believe
how old I actually am. As Oscar Wilde says, thirty-five is the per-
fect age for a woman, so much so that many women have decided
to adopt it for the rest of their lives.
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AprymeHTbl «3A»
*  Bo-IepBbIX, He MOTK Ha Be4epuHKY K Tanurte — 310 6BUTO
611 IPOCTO yrKacHO! MBI ¢ Hell APY>KMM C TOIT CaMOIt ITOPBI, KOT-
Ia BMecTe paboTanu Ha nepefade «bpuTtanus y skpasa». [Ipu-
yeMm Tammra ye Torma Obla M3BECTHOI, MOYTH 3HAMEHUTOI

Befly1LelL, a 1 — Jie/Ialoleli IepBble HEYBEPEHHbIE IIarN Heolle-
PUBILIENICA TOPe->KYPHAIUCTKOM.

*  Eme Bo-mepBbIXx — OymeT mpe3abaBHEHbKO IMPUBECTU Ha
BeuepuHKy Pokcrepa. Ero BospacT (neT eMy poBHO BABOe
MEHbIIE, Y€M CTYKHET Ta}II/ITe) MOJXET Bpa3 IMIINTb INTATE/Nb-
HOJ ITOYBBI 9Ty IOUIIyIo 6OHTOBHIO HAC4YeT «OOMHOKMX JKC€H-
IIVH B OIIpeJle/IeHHOM BO3pacTe». ¥YX, KaK Haloelyl MHe BCe 9TU
pasroBopuukn! AK ymy HauMHAIOT Yecatbesa! [la MeHA mpocTo
TOIIHMUT OT 3TUX XAHXKECKMX paccyxpeHuit! AX, MOJ, KakK e
HecCIIpaBeJINBO, YTO OJMHOKIE KeHIVHBI O] IIAThECAT, KaK
IpaBMIO — [Ia ITle OHY 3alMCaHBl, 3TU IPaBuUIa, IOKAXKUTE
MHe! — TaK U OCTalTCA OJHY, 3aTO MY>KUMHEL... My>XUMHBI B
3TOM BO3pacTe UAYT HapacxBarT ellie IpeXJie, 4eM OHM YCIIeBa-
10T 0OpMUTD CBUJIETeNIbCTBA 0 passopie! Kpome Toro, Pokcrep
BBIIVIAUT TaK MOJIOJO, TaK CBeXO... Ero xusHeyTBepxpawo-
M BUJ, KaK ObI OTPULIAET CaMy BO3MOXHOCTb CTapeHNs — B
TOM YJICTIe MOETO.

AprymeHTbl «[TIPOTUB»

K cmoBy ckasatp, PokcTep oTHIOND He fypak. Tak 4TO OH, 1
B 9TOM HeT HUKAKIX COMHEHUIT, OyfieT KaTerOpu4ecKy IpOTHUB,
4TOOBI Ha HETO I71a3e/, KaK Ha 3K30TUYeCKMil sKcroHar. Eie
gero He xaraso! Jla u To, 4TOOBI €To IPMHMMATIK 32 JeMO-Bep-
CHIO 3[JOPOBOTO 06pasa XXM3HM — aTakuit xopsaunit BAJI, — emy
He IIOHPaBUTCA.

*  Co6CTBEHHO TOBOPSI, HAlll COBMECTHBII moxof K Tanure Mo-
JKeT ¥ IPOCTO-HAIIPOCTO OTTONKHYTh €ro oT MeHs. Yero mpo-
me? Bot oH yBUAUT, 4TO 51 0OIAIOCH C IIECTU/ECATIIETHUMMN
JKeHIIMHAMMY, — U 3aiyMaeTcs, a He CIIMIIKOM /I S IJI1 Hero...
MMMM... 3pé€jasd. Xota A, KOHEYHO, HAMHOTO — HaMHOro! — Mo-
noxxe Tanutsr. Ho Pokcrep Bce ke MOXkeT 06 3TOM 3ayMarh-
cs1.... Uto 65110 OBI COBEPIIIEHHO HE B MOVX MHTepecax. [la u MHe
CaMoli, OTKPOBEHHO TOBOps, BOBCE He XOUYeTCA BCIOMMHATD,
cKo/IbKO MHe 71eT. Kak ckazan Ockap Yainbf, TpUALATh IATb —
HAaCTOJIbKO MOAXOAIIMIA /IS KEeHIIVHDBI BO3PacT, YTO MHOIME
U3 HUX pelllaloT OCTaBaTbCA TPUALATUIIATUIETHUMY 10 KOHIA

*
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*  Roxster is probably having his own party with young people
squeezed onto his balcony, barbecuing and listening to 70s dis-
co music with ironic ‘retro’ amusement, and is thinking at this
moment how to avoid asking me to the party in case his friends
find out he is going out with a woman literally old enough to
be his mother. Actually, possibly, technically, with the advance-
ment of puberty due to hormones in milk these days — grand-
mother. Oh God. Why did mind think such a thought?

3.10 p.m. Gaaah! Have got to pick up Mabel in twenty min-
utes and have not got rice cakes ready. Gaah. Telephone.

‘T have Brian Katzenberg for you’
My new agent! Actual agent. But I would be BEYOND late for
Mabel if T stopped and talked.

‘Can I call Brian back later?’ I trilled, trying to smear pretend-
butter onto the rice cakes, stick them together and put them in a
Ziploc with one hand.

‘It’s about your spec script.

TJust... in... a meeting!” How could I be in a meeting, and yet
talking on the phone saying I'm in a meeting? People’s assistants
are meant to say they’re in a meeting, not the person themself,
who is supposed to be unable to say anything because they’re in
the meeting.

Set off on school run, feeling, now, desperate to call back and
find out what the call was about. Brian has so far sent it to two
production companies, both of whom have turned it down. But
now maybe a fish has bitten at the fish hook?
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CBOMX [JHell. V s He IOTOPOIUIIOCH OTHECTU CeDs K YMCITy UC-
KIIIOYEHMUIL. ..

* A Poxcrep, BEpOSATHO, IVITAHMPYET YCTPOUTb COOCTBEHHYIO
BEUEePUHKY U IIPUITIACUTD Ha Hee Kydy CBOMX IpuATeneil. Beeit
OpaBoOit OHU OYAYT KapuTh Ha GaKOHe IIAIIBIK U CaMOYITy6-
JIeHHO — TOJIBKO MM OTKPBITBI HACTOSIIIVIE [TTyOVHHBIE ICTUHBI! —
HOCT/IBTYPOBATh HOJ, MEJOAUN CeMUIECATHIX. B aToM crydae
PoxcTep HaBepHsKa IOMaeT TOMIOBY, IO, KAKUM TIPEJIOTOM MOX-
HO 6bUI0 OBI He IIPUIJIAIIATh Ha TPUALIATIIETIE MEHsI, YTOOBI €ro
APYXKKM He Y3HA/IM: KpacaBuMK PokcOM BCTpedaeTcs ¢ SKEHIIMHOI,
KOTOpada B 6yKBa}IbHOM CMbIC/IE€ TOAUTCA €EMY B MaT€PU. ATous
6abKy — ecyu, pa3yMeeTcsi, IPUHSATH BO BHYMAaHIE COBPEMEHHYIO
aKceTIepaliIo VI paHHee II0JIOBOE CO3peBaHue, 3a KOTOpoe CIefyeT
611arofapuTh FOPMOHBI — MX TO ¥ €710 OOHAPY>KMBAIOT B IETCKOM
IyTaHNY (TEOPeTUYecK, fia ¥ PAKTUYECKH TOXe, IOT00Has CIi-
Tyalys BIIoNHe Bo3aMoykHa. O4. BosmoxHa!). O rocropn!.. Xorena
OBl 51 3HATh: II0YEMY 51 ceifdac 06 3TOM HoxyMana?

15:10. P-p-p! Uepes fBafuaTh MUHYT MHE HYXHO 3a6paTh 13
MIKOMBl Meit671, a 5 ellje He ZoXKapuaa pUCOBbIe XmeOubl. A-a-al
tene¢on!

— Ceituac ¢ Bamu 6yznet rosoputs Bpaitan Kartijen6epr...

9ro Mot areHT! CaMblil HaCTOALINI TUTePaTypPHbIIT areHT!
Ho ecnu s ceitdac 6yRy ¢ HUM pasroBapyBarh, TO TOYHO OIIO3/IAI0
3a Meti671, mpyrdeM omnoszar0 HaMHoro. [IpuxoauTcs NpMHNMATD
0Y. HETIPOCTOE pellIeHMe.

— MHe ceriqac Heymo6HO pasroBapuBarb. MO>KHO 5 Hepes-
BOHIO BaM MIHYT 4epe3 ABaflaTb? — IpouiedeTana s B Tpy6-
Ky, IIBITasCh HAMa3aTh 3aMEHNTe/Nb Mac/a Ha Xebell, HaKpPBITh
APYrUM XIe6lleM U 3alMXHYTh BCE 9TO B MAKeT C FePMETUYHOI
3aCTeXKOI! (a [iefaTh 3TO OJHOIL PYKOIL, TH0601T TOATBEPANT, 51 He
BPY, KaTacTpoduuecKu Hey[o6HO.).

— ITO HacyeT Balllero ClieHapus.

— Ho # ceftgac... S Ha coBemanuu! — VHTepecHo, Kak A
Mory 6BITb Ha COBELIAHNM M B TO JKe BpeMs caMa coobijars 06
aTOM 110 Tenmedpory? OOBIYHO O TaKMX BeIaxX IMPUXOANUTCS CIIBI-
IIaTh OT CEeKpeTaps MM MIOMOIIHIKA, TaK KaK YeJI0BEK, KOTOPBII
Y IIpaBfia Ha COBEIJaHMM, 110 MJiee, IPOCTO He MOXKET TOBOPUTH
06 3TOM cam.

Janmbure 661 MapadoH 3a feTbMU B MIKOMy. Bcio mopory
MeHA pacIMpalo KelaHNe Iepe3BOHUTb CeKpeTaplle MICTepa
Karmen6epra u cnpocuts, B 4eM, cOOCTBEHHO, feno. bpaitan
IPeJ/IOXKIII MOY CIleHapUil y>Ke IByM IIPOJI0CepCKIM KOMIIaHU-



12 BRIDGET JONES: MAD ABOUT THE Boy

Fought overwhelming urge to ring Brian back claiming
‘meeting’ had come to an abrupt end, but decided far more im-
portant to be on time for Mabel: and that’s the sort of caring, pri-
oritizing mother I am.

4.30 p.m. School run was even more chaos than usual: like
Wheres Wally? picture of millions of lollipop ladies, babies in
prams, whitevan men having standoffs with over-educated SUV
mums, a man cycling with a double bass strapped to his back,
and earth mothers on bicycles with tin boxes full of children in
the front. Entire road was gridlocked. Suddenly, a frantic woman
came running along yelling, ‘Go back, go BACK! Come ON! No-
body is HELPING HERE!

Realizing there had been a terrible accident, I, and everyone
else, started rearing their cars crazily onto pavement and into gar-
dens to make way for Emergency Services. Once road was clear,
peered gingerly ahead for the ambulance/bloodbath. But there
was not an ambulance, just a very fancy woman, flouncing into
a black Porsche, then roaring furiously along the newly cleared
road, a smug be-uniformed small child next to her in the front
seat.

By the time I got to the Infants Branch, Mabel was the only
child left on the steps, apart from the last straggler, Thelonius,
who was about to leave with his mum.
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stm. Obe ero oTBeprn, B cMbIciie — creHapuit. Ho Ha aTor pas,
OBITb MOXKET, PbIOKa BCe-TaKy KIIOHY/Ia?

B xakoii-To MOMeHT 51 4yTh ObIIO He mo3BoHMIA KaTieH-
Oepry — paxke IpuayMana, YT0 MOXXKHO COBpaTh Hac4yeT BHe-
3aIIHO 3aKOHYMBIIETOCs «coBemaHus». Ho Bce xe pemmia,
YTO TOpa3fo BayKHee BOBpeMs mpuexath 3a Meit6. 9To, KcTa-
THU, XapaKTepusyeT MeHs KaK 3a60T/IMBYI0, OTBETCTBEHHYIO
MaTb. MHe Hy 0-O4YeHb 3aXOTe/lIOCh MOAYMaTh O cebe UTO-TO
Xopoliee.

16:30. Xaoc BO3jle IIKO/IBI OKa3ajcs elle Oojee TyCThHIM,
4eM Bcerpa. IIpuMepHo Kak Ha KapTuHKe B KHure «Ine Yormum?»'.
B opHYy MenbTeIanyo Kyqy CMEeNIach FeCsITKY KEeHIIVH C «JIe-
TEeHILIOM»%, MIIaZleHIIbI B KO/IACKAX, BOJUTEMN HAaKPEIKO 3aCTPSIB-
MINX B IpOOKe JOCTaBOYHBIX TPY30BUYKOB, OY. YMHbIE 1 IIOTOMY
JVIKO 3aHOCYMBBbIE MaMally Ha BHEJOPOXXHMKAX, MY>XYMHA Ha
BEJIOCUIIEfie U C KOHTPabacoM 3a CIMHOI, a TAK)KE MHOTOUMCTICH-
Hble MaMallly MONPOllle — TOXKe Ha BENOCUIIENaX, C IEpeSHIMMU
6ara>kHMKaMM, OTHBIMY MaJIbIIIHY. YuIla 6blTa 3a6MTa HATTy-
X0, TI0Ka KaKasg-TO pacTpelaHHas >KeHIIVHA He IPoMYanach 110
MOCTOBOJV C HEMCTOBBIM KPUKOM:

— Hasap! Bce nasap! IloBopaunsait! Hu ofHNX TOMKOBBIX
MOS3TOB B 3TOJI CBasKe!

Boo6pasnuB, 4To Brepep, [10-BIAMMOMY, IPOM3OLIIa KaKa-
A-TO y>KacHasg aBapys, BCe — S B TOM 4NCIe — CTaJIN CaBaTh
Hasajl, Bble3)Kasi Ha TPOTyaphl X B CKBEpBI, 4TOOBI 0CBOOOUTD
IPOE3XYI0 9acTh A «CKOPOJ MOMOILN», TO>KaPHBIX, CallepOB
M MalllMH APYTUX 9KCTPEHHBIX CMy>X6. S mblTamach pasrisafers,
4TO Xe TBopuTcA Buepeny. Ho BMecTo «CKOpPOJi» IO TONIBKO 4TO
pacuucTUBIIEMYCS MPOXOAY C peBOM IIpoMyascs yepHblit «Ilop-
1Ie». 3a pyneM cuziesia MOJHO OfieTasd MO/IOAAs KEHIIVHA, PAIOM
C Heil Ha NlepelHeM CHJeHbe A pasIyiAfena aKKypaTHO IpUYecaH-
HOTO ¥ YX0)KEHHOTO MaJIbuyTaHa B IIOIINTOM Ha 3aKa3 IIKOIbHOM!
dopwme.

K tomy BpemeHu, Korma s HakoHel foOpanack O KPbLIb-
Ija «HY/IEBBIX KJIACCOB», M3 BCEX MOATOTOBNIIEK TaM TOITAJINCD

! Cepus HeTCKMX KHUT OPUTAaHCKOTO Xy#oxKHMKa M. Xenpndopna —
Ha KapTUHKE Cpeliyt MHOTMX JIIOfieil HY)KHO HAJITU OIpeJie/leHHOTO Yeslo-
BeKa, YOIIn.

? JXeHuyHa-g06poBOIEL, perymmpyoomas aBTOMOOUIbHOE JBY-
JKeHMe BO3Jle LIKOJ; «IefeHell» — KPYI/blil 3HaK «CToI» Ha AIVHHONI
PYKOATKe.
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Mabel looked at me with her huge solemn eyes.
‘Come on, Old Pal; she said kindly.

‘We wondered where youd got to!” said Thelonius’s mum.
‘Did you forget again?’

‘No, I said. “The road was completely gridlocked’
‘Mummy’th fifty-one!” Mabel suddenly burst out. ‘Mummy’th
fifty-one. She says she’th thirty-five but she’th really fifty-one!

‘Shhh. Hahaha!’ I responded to Thelonius’s mother’s stare.
‘Better run off and get Billy!’

Managed to get Mabel, still yelling ‘Mummy’th fifty-one!’, into
the car, leaning over in the traditional body-wrenching move-
ment, which gets increasingly awkward with age, fastening the
seat belt by waddling my hand in the mess between the seat back
and booster seat.

Arrived at Billy’s Junior Branch to see Perfect Nicolette, the
Class Mother (perfect house, perfect husband, perfect children:
only slight imperfection being name, presumably chosen by par-
ents before invention of popular smoking substitute), surrounded
by a gaggle of Junior Branch mothers. Perfect Nicorette was per-
fectly dressed and perfectly blow-dried with a perfectly gigantic
handbag. Sidled up, panting, to see if I could get the scoop on the
latest Area of Concern, just as Nicolette flicked her hair crossly,
nearly taking my eye out with the corner of the giant bag.

T asked him why Atticus is still in the football Ds — I mean,
Atticus has been coming home, literally, in tears — and Mr Wal-
laker just said, “Because he’s rubbish. Anything else?”
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To/IbKO Meiibn u ee npusitens Tenmonnyc (3a HuM, BIIPOYEM, YoKe
Ipuexana ero MaTb).

Meit6n1 mocMoTperna Ha MeHs OONbIIMMY Cepbe3HBIMU T7Ia-
3aMIL.

— ITpuBert, crapymika, — CHIUCXOJAUTEIbHO IPUBETCTBOBANA
OHa MEHA.

— A MBI yX Tafjany, Kyfia Bbl 3alIpONAacTIINCh! — Tak Ipu-
BeTCTBOBa/Ia MeHs MaMa TenoHuyca. — Bbl uTo0, OnATH 3a6b171H,
YTO IO/DKHBI €XaThb 3a I0Yepbi0?

— Her. IIpo6ku, — orBeTnnA 1.

— A MaMe nAaThecaT ofgyuH! — BHe3anHo Bbigana Meion. —
Mawme maTnecar ogus! OHa TOBOPUT, TPUALIATD IIATD, a €if IATh-
necAT opuH!

— Xa-xa-xal — usobpaxxas Becenyn HEIpUHYXJEHHOCTD,
TIOsICHIJIA 51, 3AMeTUB YIMB/IEHHBIN B3ITIA MaTepu Temonmyca. —
Hy, no cBupanns. MHe HY>KHO TOPONIMTBCH, ellle Haflo bummn 3a-
Opars.

Kaknm-To 4ymoM MHe ymanoch JOBOTBHO OBICTPO YCAINUTh
Meit6n B MamuHy. T0 6bIIO HelTerKo: MPUIIIOCh COTHYThCS B
Tpu norubeny, a HIOTOM ellle 3aCTerNBaTh peMeHb 6e30I1acHOCTH,
I7I1 4ero IIApUTh PYKOH B Mycope MeXJY CIMHKOM CUAEHbS U
TOIIOJTHUTEIBHO IeTCKON MO YLIKON'.

IlepBbIM, KOTO 5 yBUJE/Ia BO3/Ie KOPITyCa Haya/IbHO LIKO-
b, 6pu1a JIyumas Mamouka Kinacca, Besynpeunas Huxonerrt
(6esympeunsiit [oM, OGe3ympedHbIil MY, Oe3ylnpedHble AeTH;
eIVMHCTBEHHBIM, YTO OBIIO B Hell He 6€3yIpedHbIM, TaK 3TO VM,
KOTOpO€ POANTENM BbIOpamm M/ Hee, CKOpee BCETO, 3aJ0Jro
70 TOTO, KaK IOABUINCH B IPOJa’ke MOMYIApPHbIe IIACTBIPb U
JKeBaTe/IbHas pesVHKa OT TabayHoil 3aBucuMocTH). [IpekpacHo
ofieTas, C UfieaZIbHO YIOXKeHHOI! IIpudeckoit, HukomneTT crosna B
OKPY)KEeHNJ APYTUX LIIKOAbHBIX MaMalll, ilep>ka B pyKax Mfeab-
HO IOAXOAVBIIYIO K KOCTIOMY (XOTS U O4eHb OOJIbILIYIO) CYMKY.
Sl mopona K rpyme 1 IpyUCIyIIanack, B HaieXKfie YCIBIIATh M0-
ClieiHIe KO/NbHbIE HOBOCTU. Kak pas B aTroT MoMeHT HukomnerTt
pasipakeHHbIM >KeCTOM IOIIPaBuUIa BOJIOCHI (IIPY 3TOM efiBa He
BBIOUB MHe I7Ia3 OKOBAHHBIM >Ke/Ie30M YTOJIKOM CYMOYKN) I Cep-
JMTO CKasana:

— ...5I cmpocuna, moyemy Mot ATTUKYC /IO CUX IIOp UIPaeT
B 3aluTe. B mocmenHee BpeMs OH IPUXOFUT [OMOIL OYKBaIbHO
B C/Ie3aX, 710 TOTO €My XO4YeTCs UTPpaTh B HaNaJileHUu, — a 3TOT

'!NomoMHMUTEeNbHAS HMOJYUIKa — CIelialbHas HOAYLIKA
CUIeHbsI, TO3BOJIANIAs HeTAM HUCIOAb30BATh CTAHJAPTHBIE PEMHMI
6€30IacHOCTI.



