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I'JIABA TIEPBAA

Boamy1eHre KJIOKOTaIO B rpyAu. HenpuBEIYHEBIE K X0ZABOE
HOTYM HOPOBWIH OOOTHAThH IpoJieTaBIIMe 10 HabepeXHOU Ka-
PETHl ¥ SKUIIAXU. [ JINIIb POXOXKKUE, U3peJKa NoNaZaBIInecs
HaBCTpeuy, BRIHYKanu ApceHus KupuuioBrya HecKOJIbKO cOaB-
JIATB mar. Kaxzoro kHA3b JJaliKyH MBITAJICA elle U3/l pacCMo-
TPeTbh, BEIUUCIUTD: OH WIN HeT?

KyTasce B IIMHeNbKY Ha pEIObeM MeXy, YMHOBHUK UCITyTaHHO
HapaxHyJcs B mepeysok. «Kanb, — paccTpounsics KHA3b. — Tako-
ro OBI Oorpest mapy pas TpocThio, caM Obl IucbMo otzAan! B 3ybax
651 mprBOJIOK! Kak cobayoHKa maiky!»

JlalIKWH IOKOCUJICA Ha TEMHO-KOPUYHEBYIO IIaBKYy, Bece-
JIO UTPaBUIYIO C MaJbYUIIKAMU Ha TpoTyape. JleTu NmbITaanuch
06MaHyTh cO6AUKy: 3aMaXUBaJNCh, a CAMU He 6pocany Najky,
pATaay 3a cruHod. He TyT-TO 6BUIO. [IBOpDHAra BHUMATED-
HO cJlefinia 3a BCeMU YJIOBKaMU, U [IOKy/Ja UI'PYLIKY JeHCTBU-
TeJbHO He OPOCAT, ¢ MecTa He ABUranach. TOJIBKO KpyTHIa
XBOCTOM-OyOIMKOM M OTPHIBUCTO raBKasa. Mo, Kuzjai cKo-
peti! JlanrkuH okavas rojgoBoii. «He 3aurpanuck 6v1! He mpo-
IyCTWIN OB Mep3aBnal»

JIBOPOBBIX MajbuMIleK, YTO IIOCMBIIIeHel, OH IIpUBeJI CloZia
caM. [Tnan 65U1 mpocT. EC/M TOCIIOAWH XOPOIIHI MOCIIe YBelleBa-
HUM TTMCbMO He OTAAacT — oTobpaTh cuioit! Apcenuii Kupuuio-
BUY ellle KPeIoK, OISTh JKe TPOCTh CO CBUHIIOBBIM HabasJaIiHu-
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KOM B pyKe! Bosiics JuIlb, YTO HETOAsAM cyMeeT cbexaTthb. TyT-To
MaJIBYUIIKY Y IPUTOAATCA!

I'Bapgeiickoro mrrabc-kanuTaHa JlamlkKuH cpas3y OTMeJ.
Chantage*, kak 5To Ha3bIBaIOT PppaHITy3bl, — IPOMEICET JIoAel
HU3KUX. 3alUCKY [THcal KaKoH-HUOyAb IyBepHEp WIH CTYZEHT,
a MOXeT, MeJIKUI YNHOBHUK. HBIHUe cpefn KaHIeNAPCKUX U Ky-
IleyeckKye CbIHKM 3aBeJUCh, U [TONOBCKKe. BOT BeZib rpuMaca Ccyzib-
6b1! [Tomasilee K MAHTAXXKUCTY THCHMO KaK pa3 Ipo TO, KaK 3TOH
caMol 4epHU KU3Hb 06yerduth! [Ipo ZOMT0XAAHHYIO CBOGOAY
KpecTbsIHaM, paBHbIE IIpaBa COCIOBUMN, KOHCTUTYLIHIO!

Her, 60xe ymacu, Hukako# JlamkuH He skobutel]! U B Taii-
HBIX OOIIECTBAX CPOAY He COCTOSUI. A BOT MubepanibHBIM HUAEIM
ObLT IPUBEPXKEH CMOJIOZY U HUKOT/IA CHe He CKphIBasl! [IOKOHHEBIH
Asnexcanzip [TepBrlil He pa3 TOBOPUI: «/lallIKMH — YMHeNIINH] ye-
soBek! A 4o yubepal, Tak U s UM B I0HOCTH GbUI!»

HelHemHUN MOHapX CTOJb TEIMJIbIX YyBCTB K KHA3I0 He
nutan. Hao60poT, oTHOCKIICA ¢ TOZ03peHueM. Bo BpeMs cien-
CTBUA HaJ 3aroBOpLIMKaMHU BBI3BIBAJI Ha fompoc. Ho KHA3B
nepez 3akoHOM ObLT yucT. Jla-c! [Ipo TaiiHble 00IecTBa U Ipes-
cToAmMi OYHT 3HaJ, a KTO PO TO He Befan? CBOUX 3aMEIC-
JIOB 3arOBOPIIUKU He CKPHIBAIU. A He IPUMKHYJ, IOTOMY YTO
cuuTan: pepopMbl TOJIBKO 3aKOHHOMY CaMOZEpIKIly 110 Iitevy!
Heyuam-odunepukam, GpoHAUPYIOLIUM 32 3aBTPAKOM OTTOTO,
YTO MONONKM HACKY4YWIH, CHe He 110 cuiaM. AsekcaHap biaro-
CJIOBeHHBIN pedopMbl IIAHUPOBAJ, BOT TOJBKO IIPOBECTHU HE
ycIesn: Bce IIapCTBOBAHUe BoeBas. A obemarn U KOHCTUTYIHIO,
mozo6Hyo I1o1bCKO, U KpeCcThsAH OT pabcTBa 36aBUTh. A TaM
U [0 TapjaMeHTa, 3aTaeHHON MeuThl ApceHusa Kupusiosuya,
pyko#t nogate. Het cunbHelt bpuranckoit umnepuun! [Touemy
OBl ee 3a obpa3sell He B3STh?

Hukonait TlepBbIit BeICAyIIan JlaiikiuHa cyxo, MbIc/iel 6parta
He paszesul. [IpaBga, ¥ 0OBUHEHMIT He IpeAbABIUL. Been auinb
HanucaTb NUCbMO IPUATENIO U €AWHOMBIIIIEHHUKY, Hukonaro
BepemeeBy, 4ToOHI TOT BepHYJcA B Poccuto.
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B ornuune ot JamkuHa, BepeMeeB moHayany IPUMKHYJI
K 3aroBopiiukaM. OfHaKo y6eauBUINCh, YTO [lecTenb OoTYM3HE
TEepMUZIOP F'OTOBUT, OT 3ar0BOpa OTOIIEN ¥ B BOCCTAaHUM He y4a-
crBoBas. Ho HOBEIN caMmozepkel] yopHo cuuTtan Hukonas VBsa-
HOBHYA OJHUM U3 3aUUHIIUKOB.

JlamkuyH n1cbMo HalycaTh [toobelnar, Ho cI0Ba He cAepsKall.
JlorageiBascs, 4To KJeT Apyra. ..

[ne sxe yepToB maHTaXUCT? KHA3D yKe MOYTH 6Gexan 1o
onycTreBllell B cymepkax @oHTaHke. ['po3uBIINI HaBOJHEHNUEM
BeTep MOBEPHYJ BCIATh PEYHYIO BOZY, HO KHA3s, Ka3ajaoch, He
MOIVIa OCTAHOBUTb JiaXKe pa30yIeBaBLIAsACA CTHUXUS.

Heyxenu He npuzet? «KoHeuHo, He mpugeT! — obpazioBascs
Apcennit Kupwinosuu. Yereigwica! Hlytka nu? HlanTaxupoBath
KaMmeprepa u ceHaropal»

Tsoxeno Apina, JlallkiH OCTaHOBUIICA, omIAZencd. Manpuumi-
KU ¢ cobauyKoii efBa 3a HUM IOCIeBanu. «Pa3orHaics s He MO
yuHy!» — [oAyMas KHA3b. BeTep Hayas cTUXaTh, 3aKamnaJl JOX/b.
Apcennii KUpWInoBuY NOBepHYICI U MeJJIEHHO NOOpes Hasaf,.
Huxoro!

«}Kasb, 4To HeroAAMN He ABIICA. 51 GBI HACTABILI €T0 Ha ITyTh HC-
TUHHBIN! Kak omyctwics 3ToT yenoBek! [Ipodern 9yxkoe MUChbMO. ..»

[Mucemo! JIalIKWH OCTAaHOBWJICA KaK BKOTAHHBIA. A BApYT
LIAHTAXUACT NUCbMO B TpeTbe oTAeneHue oTHec? UuTaeT ero
B CUIO MUHYTY Astlekcanp XpucTohopoBUY ! B yCbI XUxuKaeT? Te-
nepb KHA3I0 Bee 3auTeTca! 11 4To BepemeeBa He BBIMaHWI, U 9TO
KpaMoJIbHBEIE WJIEH, HECMOTPA Ha IIpelocTepeXeHne, U3 FOJI0BbI
He BBIKMHYJ. BpeMeHa-To Apyrue HacTtanu! 3psA TOBOPAT, YTO
HUCTOPHUIO BCIATh MOBEPHYTH Heb3A! OueHb fake MOXKHO, €CIU
VpOHUel cyzeb Ha TPOH B3TPOMO3AMIOCH HUYTOXECTBO!

K nenerxoil napckoit Home ExaTepuna Besnnkas rorosuia
ABoux: Anekcangpa — A1a Poccnn, KoHcTaHTMHA — AJIA BO3-
poXzeHHOM Buzantuu. TpeTbeMy BHYKY, Hukomaro, 6bL1 yroTo-
BaH AWHACTUYECKUH Opak U 1edCTBO Ha/Z TBAPAEHCKUM IIOJIKOM.
Ortroro u npaBuT oH Poccueit kak kasapmoii. C yTpa o Beuepa
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3aHAT CMOTPaMH, IIEHUT PabCKyo MpeJaHHOCTDb, 3aBEeIaHHbIX
6parom pedpopm bouTtcs. JlrobrMoe 3aHATHE — MTPOBEPATH, HOCAT
JI YUHOBHUKU MYHAUPHI!

«[Tocnan Bor Poccuu HUYTOXeCTBO!»

Tocroau! Begpb Tak B nmucbMe ¥ Hamucan! Het! Ccpuikoit
B UMeHMe He oTenatoch! JlumaTt mMeHsI Toro uMeHusa! Bmecte
¢ yuHamu ¥ 3BaHusAMu! Comunor B Cubups! Uto xzaet Kupuiia,
JOJITOXKAaHHOro HaciaegHuka? Yro x et HOnuio?

JKeHuscs KHA3bL MO3HO, CKOPOIAIUTENbHO U 6e3 J06BHU.
Onasa I0nua AHTOHOBHA Ka3ajach KPOTKOM M IOCHYLIHON, HO
TI0CJIe POZIOB BHE3aITHO IepeMeHmIach. V13 HeB3payHOTo IOAPOCT-
Ka MpeBpaTWIach B KpacaBHIly, Ha OpavyHOM JIOXKe paBHOAYIIHAS
TTOKOPHOCTh CMEHUJIach Oe3y/ZIepKHOM cTpacThio. JJaliKuH ObUIO
06pazioBasIcs, HO 0Ka3ajIoCh, YTO CHJI, KOTOPBIMU CJIABUJICS B MO-
JIOZIOCTH, y HETO y2Ke HeT. [IpUIuIoch MpuberarTh K yIOBKaM: KHA3b
HavaJl fiepKaTh II0CT 10 CpeZjlaM U IIATHUIaM, B MHbIE Beyepa 3a-
mupasics B KabuHeTe — sKo6BI paboTai ¢ 6ymaraMu, a HapacTaB-
iee BOXK/eJeHHe IOHOW CYIIPYTU IBbITalCA YAOBIETBOPUTE IIPO-
CTpaHHBIMU HPaBOYYEHUAMHU O T10JIb3e BO3ZAepKaHU.

— Baire cuATenbCTBO! — U3 OCTAHOBUBLIETOCA SKUIAXKA IT0-
Maxaja pydka B YepHOM IlepyaTke.

Apcenuii KUpWUIOBUY yYTUBO CHSUJT IIWINHJD.

— Jlo6peiii Beuep! OueHb paj Bac BUAETH!

«Kak HekcTaTu KOTro-TO BCTPETI/ITB!» — ImoAgymMaJi 1po cebs
KHA3b. A BAPYT IIaHTAXXUCT YBUAUT, 4YTO 4 HE OJVH, 1 HO,Z[OfITH
ucmIyraeTrcd.

— CazuTech XXuBel! — U3 dKUIaXKa BEIVIAHYIA JlaMa, AJIUH-
Has TpaypHad Byasb CKphIBaja ee JIUIIO.

— K coxaneHuto, TOpOILIIOCH Ha BAXXHYIO BCTPedy, TaK YTO
He MOTY BOCITOJIb30BaThCsA BallleH JII0OE3HOCTHIO.

— [Jla cagutechk xke! JleHbru npu Bac?

KHs3b HUCIyraHHo 06epHYJICs, MOTPsIC FoI0BoM. He ocsbimiai-
cau? Jlama BBHIIVIAHY/IA CHOBA:
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— Ko ocHOBBIY TPOTTIOTIIIN?

Eme 10 KOHIIa He OCO3HAaB, 4UTO laMa U eCTh OXKHUlaeMblH I1aH-
TAXKUCT, KHA3b B306PAICA B SKUINaX U IUTIOXHYIICA Ha CUIEHBE.

— Tlonu! — mpukasana He3HaKOMKa Kydepy. DKUIIaX Jep-
HYJICA C MeCTa.

— Jlenbru npu Bac? — TpeboBaTeIbHO TOBTOPILUIA aMa.

— C KeM uMelo 4eCTb? — OCBEZIOMUJICSA KHA3b; OH HEe COMHe-
BaJIcsl — TepeZi HUM Iuttoxa. OHU camMoe CBATOe IPoJaloT — JIo-
0OBb, 3HAYNT, ¥ HA IAHTAXK CIIOCOOHHI.

— He y3nanu? — xuxuvkHysa najmas.

— Her, xoneuno! — KHsa34 nepeiepHyJI0 OT BO3MYILEHNUS.

— Bauwr aHren-xpaHurenb!

— Kro? — nopasunca Apcenuii Kuputosud. OH HUKak He
MOT TIPUHATH B cebsl.

— Bain auresn-xpanutenb! Kabw He 51, B [leTpomnaBioBKe Obl
celfyac cugenu. JleHbrv IpuHecan?

KHs3b, 06aaBmuii )KUBEIM BOOOpakeHUEM, TOTYAC YBU-
nen ceba B kaHganax. CTpallHoe 3pesuile TaK ero MOTPsCIIo,
YTO OH JaXke IPUIOMHMI ILIaH, KOTOPBIH 06AyMEIBAlT BecCh
J€Hb.

— Cyzapp, To ecTh cyAapbiHsa! Bamr mocTymok 6e3Hpas-
CTBEH...

[Tocne cux cI0B KHA3b HaMepeBascsd, MMAAA HNIaHTAXKUCTY
B IVIa3a, IPOM3HECTH AyIIeCHacUTeNIbHYIO0 pedyb, KOTOpas, BHe
BCAKUX COMHEHUH, 3aCTaBUT ero pacKadThCA.

— fI c BaMM coIJVIacHa, Ballle CUATENbCTBO! — XUXUKHYyJa
nama. — [ToKpBIBaTh AKOOWHIIA — OTBPATUTENbHO. Mydrach
Bech 06eZ1 — TO JIM K BaM eXaTh, TO U B TpeTbe...

[TnaH ¢ TpeckoM npoBanuica. Ho mucbMo-To Haflo BEpHYTh!
Bomnpoc »xu3nu u cmeptu!

3axaB MeX/y HOT OecIIone3HyI0 TpocTb, Apcenuit Kupuuio-
BUY CeJI BIIOJIOOOPOTA K CITyTHUIIE:

— IIucemo npu Bac?

— IInceMo pOTHUB AEHET.
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— Ortpaiite HeMeTeHHO! — MOTpe6oBast JIalKUH TPO3HBIM
TOHOM. — A TO...

— B nonmunuro nobexxute? — 3acMmesiachk gama. — JlaBaiite
BBICAXXY, 3Zlech HeZjaleKo.

OKUIIaK TPAXHY/IO HA KOUYKe; a KHA3b TOJIBKO 3TOr0 U KA.
Buenuica pykamu B ropsio MIaHTaXUCTKU. B oTBeT B rpyab Apce-
HUA KupwinoBuyda 4To-TO yIepsoch.

— Ilucroner! — cAaBieHHO MOACHWIA JaMa. — 3apsiKeH-
HbII!

Kua3p pasxain pyku. Bapyr u Bripaszy!..

— Apcenutii KupnuioBud, BpeMs Z0poro, — JeJI0BBIM TOHOM
MIPOJOJDKIIIA MAHTAXKUCTKA. — [OHUTe JBaZALIaTh THICAY, IIOTYIU-
Te MHChbMO U IIpoBauBaiiTe!

— {... — xHA3b 3aManca. — S He B3I ¢ coboii geHer!

— A 3aueM aBwirch? [IoroBOpUTh 0 MOel HpaBCTBEHHOCTU?

— Ho... 310 oueHsb Gosblasg cymma, cyAapbits! f He Mor co-
6paTh ee 3a /IeHb!

— CKOJIBKO BaM HaJj0 BpeMeHU? — IONHTepecoBasach aMma.

— Mecau! Ilpuzgerca uMeHve 3aKIabIBaTh ...

— /JlBa aHA! — oTpe3ana maHTaXUCTKa. — BeTpevaemced ma-
TOTO B 9TO JXe BpeMm:!

— /JlBa jHA? — y>KaCHYJICA KHA3b.

— W uu vacom 6osbie. Jlymaro, kameprep u ceHaTop 6e3
TPYZAa OZOKUT ABaZALATh IAThH THICAY.

— Ho B 3amucke ckaszaHo: ABaAlaTh!

— /JlBaAuaTh IMCHbMO CTOWIO CerofiHA. Bo BTOPDHUK MeHblIle,
4yeM 3a ABajlaTh IATh, He oTAaM! UTo A, JeBouka, B3aJ-BIepes
KaTaTbCs?

Janbire exanu momda. Okoso goma JlamkuHa aMma cCKOMaH-
Zl0Bajia U3BO3YUKY:

— Tupy! [Tpuexanu, Apcernit KupmioBuu! Beuiesaiite!

KHA3B crycTwIca Ha MOCTOBYIO C TPYZAOM, HOTH Apoxaiu. 1o
TIPYBBIYKE IPUIIOAHA IWINHJP U TYT 3Ke OITyCTUI. X0Tes cKa3aTh
YTO-TO XJIECTKOE, HO He PelIncs.
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— IlaToro, B nATh, — HAIIOMHIIA JaMa Ha IIpoILaHUe.

— Ha ToMm ke mecTe? — CIIpOCHI KHA3D.

— loxany#t, HeT, — 4yTb IOAyMaB, pellna MaHTaXXUCT-
kxa. — [IporynuBatiTecs o ['ocTuHOMYy. {1 Bac Halzy.

Oxumnax ymyasucsa. Ha mpoTUBOIIOIOXKHOM CTOPOHE ¢ BUHOBA-
TBIM BH/JIOM CTOSLTH MaJbUMIIKU. VX TpUuATeIbHUIIa-cCO6adOHKA
CHuziesia, IOHYpPO CBECHUB T'OJIOBY, CJIOBHO TOXK€ IIPOCWJIA IIpoIle-
HUA.

— Yero croute? — 3aopan Jamkun. — Jloruats! [1pocie-
autb. ManoTsl! 3anopro!

[pukasanue 6pUT0 GecCMBICIEHHBIM. [lelieMy IOTHATh 9KK-
mak HEBO3MOXKHO, OCOOEHHO B OITyCTEBIIEM BEYEPHEM T'OPOZE.
Ho He Mor ke KHA3b, KaMeprep U ceHaTop, MPU3HaTh CBOE IIO0-
paxenue!

— IOnua AHTOHOBHA ZioMa? — MOUHTEPECOBAJICA Y KaMep-
JAVHepa.

— Jloma-c, — noaTrBepgui [leTbka. — 3aHMMAIOTCA.

— UYem? — paszgpaxeHHO cripocui JlanikuH.

— PucoBaHueM. Y4uTenb K ee CUuATeNbCTBY Ipuien-c. [Ipo-
CWIU-C He 6ECIIOKOUTD.

— Kakoii yuurenns?

YTpom IOnua 4TO-TO TOBOpWIA IIPO PUCOBaHMUE, HO KHA3IO
OBUIO He JI0 Hee — C yTPeHHEHN MOYTOM IPHUHECTH 3/I0CYaCTHYIO
3aIKCKY.

— He 3naro! Mosozoii TakoH.

JlaB nuHKa HepaguBoMy lleTbke, JJalIKUH TOJKHYJ IUIEYOM
ZBEPb B KOMHATy KHATUHU.

— BBI y)Ke BEpHY/INCh? — C YABIOKOH BHINIa HaBCTPEYy
Onmua AutoHnoBHa. — [103BosIbTE IIPEACTAaBUTh MOETO YIUTENA
pucoBaHuA: TyunH Anekcanzp Bragumuposud.

Pa3Ba/MBIINICA B Kpecyie MOJIOZOM YeTOBEK HEXOTS ITOAHSIC
U TIOKJIOHWJICA, HACMENLTUBO MIAAA Ha JlalkuHa.

— OdeHb NPUATHO, — C OTBPAllleHNeM ITPOMAMINI KHA3B.
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Ha MosnbbepTe KpacoBajcs JeBCTBEHHO-YUCTHIN XOJICT, Kpa-
CKU ObLTH CyXU, HUKAaKUX KapaHzaiei 1 arp00MoB!

— MBI TO/NBKO YTO IPUCTYIWIM, Balle CUATEIbCTBO, —
¢ yIbIOKOI MapTOBCKOT'O KOTa OTBETWI KPAaCHOPEUYUBOMY B3IJIA-
Jy XyZOXHUK. — CTaBWIN pyKy! Y4WINCh TPaBUWIBHO AepKaThb
KUCTb. BoT Tax!

IOHo1Ia mozolIesN K KHATUHE C3aU. BI0XUB KHUCTOUKY B ee
TasIbIIbl, 06XBATIII 32 3ATIACThE U MPUHSUICA BOAUTD pyKoro HOnuu
AHTOHOBHBI, PUCYS B BO3ZyXe BOOOpaKaeMyIo JIUHUIO.

— TocnoauH Ty4uH TOBOPUT, UTO, €CIU [iepKaTh KUCTh He-
NIpaBUJIbHO, HY)KHBIN IITPUX He MOAY4IUTCA! — MOACHUIA MyXY
JamkyHa.

Tesa cynpyru u y4uTens conpUKacaiuch, 06a Beceso yibiba-
JIUCB.

— JloBosIbHO! — BCKpUYas KH3b. 3pesuiie 6blI0 HEBBIHO-
cumoe. — Ypok okoHueH. Tyuun! IIpoiizeMTe-Ka B Mo kabu-
HeT.

— Ho moH mep... — nonpo6osaia Bo3pa3uts HOmnus.

— V¥Bu, Apcenuti Kupwinosuu! — TyuuH gocTan U3 KapMa-
Ha OpereT u 3a10Kan A3bIKoM. — IlonBockMoro! CoBceM 3a0bLT.
Y MeHsa cpo4HBIe fiena.

— Bel... Bel He mosydurTe 32 ypOK HU KOTlelKu!

— O! 4 yuy IOnuto AHTOHOBHY becmaTHo. V3 mo6BH, Tak
CKa3arb...

TyurH Hapo4HO cAena naysy. M pacmaTaHHble HepBEI KHA3IO
U3MEHWIN:

— Yro0-0-07!

— W3 1106BU K UCKYCCTBY U APYKECKUX UyBCTB K HOmuu AH-
TOHOBHe! — 3akoH4WI ¢pa3zy TyduH.

— 3abbIBaeTech, T0Oe3HEIl! — epeBess AyX, C HEHABUCTBIO
IIpOLeANT KHA3b. — JIpyx6a C JIoApbMU Ballero Kpyra HaM He-
BO3MOXKHa!

Apcenuii KupuaioBuy, XoTh U paZiel B Zyllle 32 PaBEHCTBO
COCJIOBUH, TaHUOGPATCTBO MEX HUMU OTBepral. /la M KpecThsH
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