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B CYMEPKAX

K He coOpajl JIM BeTep TY4H Hal rOpoaoM, YTO CTaJIo

BAPYT TaK TeMHO B Haleit komHate? HeT. Bo3nyx sicen
U TUX, KaK JABHO yXe He ObUIO B 3TU JIETHUE THU, TPO-
CTO MBI He 3aMeTWJIM, KaK HacTynuji Bedyep. JInmb ciyxo-
BbIe OKOHIIA B JIOME HAIIPOTUB €Ille YIbIOAIOTCS HESIPKUM
GyieckoM, a HeOO HaJ KOHBKOM KPBIIIU yXe MOAEPHYI0Ch
30J10TOI1 AbIMKOI. Yac ocraiicst 1o Houn. BoeoHblit yac,
100 HET HUYEro UydecHel, yeM Ha0IoaaTh, Kak MeIJeHHO
OJICKHYT ¥ TIOKPBIBAIOTCSA TEHSIMM KPAacKM 3aKaTa, KakK Io-
IIBIMaeTcs ¢ MoJjia Mpak, IoKa YepHble OeCITyMHBIE TTOTOKH
€ro He 3axJIECTHYT CTeHBI M He YBIIEKYT Hac Bo ThMy. Korna
B OTOT Yac MOJT4Ya TSI HA CUISIIETO ITPOTUB TeOST APY-
ra, HeBOJIbHO KaXeTCs, YTO 3HAKOMOE JIUIIO, OJIETOE TEHbIO,
MOCTapesio, CTajao AAJIEKUM U YYKAbIM, CJIOBHO U He OBLIO
OJIM30CTH, CIOBHO MEXAY HaMH Jieria Jajib TOIOB U pac-
cTostHU. Ho ThI TOBOpUIIIE, UTO HE XOUEITh MOJTYaHUST, UOO
CJIIIIKOM TSITOCTHO CJIyIIaTh, KaK Yachl pa3d0MBaAIOT BpeMs
Ha COTHU OCKOJIKOB, KaK AbIXaHWE B THUIIWHE CTAHOBUTCH
IPOMKUM, OyITO y 60716HOTO. THI XOYeIllb, YTOOKI I paccKa-
3as1 Tebe uyTo-Huoyab. OxotHo. O cebe s, MpaBaa, paccKa-
3bIBaTh HE OyAy, ITOTOMY YTO XXM3Hb Hallla B TUX HEOOBSIT-
HBIX TOpoIax OeTHa COOBITUSIMU, 2 MOXET OBITh, TaK TOJBKO
KaxkeTcs1, 00 HaM He JaHO 3HaTh, YTO Xe 37eCh Ha CaMOM
nene Haimre. Ho B 3TOT cyMepeuHBIii Yyac, KOTOPBIA JIIOOUT
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TOJILKO MOJIYAHME, SI PACCKaXy TeOE OJHY UCTOPUIO, U ObLI
Obl paa, eciu 6 MHE yaaaoch MPUBHECTU B HEE UTO-TO OT
TEIUIOro, MSTKOro, HEBEPHOTO CBETa CYMEPEK, UYbU TEHU
MPOIUIBIBAIOT ceifuac 3a okHoM. He 3Hato, oTKyaa npuiilia
KO MHe 3Ta uctopus. [ToMHIO TOJIBKO, YTO S CUIEN 31eCh
rocJie MOJYAHS, 1OJATO CUAEA U YTl KHUTY, TOTOM YPOHWJT
KHUTY Ha KOJICHU Y TIOTPY3UJICS B MEUTBI U, MOKET OBITh,
B apeMoty. M mepeno MHON BO3HMKIM BAPYT KaKUE-TO
00pa3bl, OHU CKOJIb3WJIM IO CTEHE, W S CJbIIIAI UX PEYH,
3arsabiBall B UX XU3Hb. Ho Korma 51 3axoTen MpoBOAWTD
BUACHUS B3IJISIAOM, COH OTJIETe] OT MEHSI U OHU UCYE3JIH.
KHura nexana y Moux HOT. {l moaHs1 ee, cTajl OTbICKMBATh
MPOMEJIbKHYBIIIME 00pa3bl MU HUYEro He Halles; CJIOBHO
HWCTOpUS 3Ta MepekoyeBaga u3 KHUTHM B MOU PYKU, @ MOXET
ObITh, €€ HUKOTa TaM U He ObL10. MOXET ObITh, S BUIEI €€
BO CHE WJIY TTpoYesl B OTHOM M3 MeCTPhIX 00JaKOB, UTO MPU-
1LLJIM K HaM CEeTOJHS U3 NaJIbHUX CTPaH U YHECJIU J0XIb, TaK
JIOJITO BUCEBIIUI Han ropoaoM. Mnu s ycibliiian ee B 6ec-
XUTPOCTHOM CTApOU TIECHE, KOTOPYIO 3aYHBIBHO IIPOXPU-
reJsia mox MOMMU OKHaMM 1iapmaHka? Miu MHe pacckasai
ee KTo-HuOynb MHoro JieT Hazaa? He 3Hato. [TomoOHBIE Hc-
TOPHUU YACTO SBJISIIOTCSI MHE, U s TIPOITyCKal0 MeX MaJiblIeB
XUTPOCIUJIETEHUS CyAe0, 1axe He MbITasiCh CXBAaTUTD UX: TaK
MyTHUK, HE THITAsICh COPBAaTh, MUMOXOJOM JIaCKaeT KOJ0-
Chs1 WJIM 1LIBETHI Ha BbICOKUX cTeO1s1X. [IpocTo nmepeno MHOM
BIAPYT BO3HUKAET pe3Kasi, MHOTOLIBETHAs KapTUHA, S MbIC-
JICHHO CMSITYalo TOHA U JIMHWUM, He yaepxXuBas Hu4ero. Ho
CEroJHs Thl XOYelllb, YTOOBI I pacckasay Tede YTo-HUOYAb,
M BOT TeNepb, B 3TOT CyMEpeuHbIil yac, Korjaa rjia3a Halu
TOMSITCSI B CEPOI MOJyThME MO SAPKUM U XKMBBIM KpacKaM,
s1 pacCKaxy Te0e CBOIO UCTOPUIO.

C dyero Hayath? fl 9yBCTBYIO, YTO MOJDKEH BBIPBATh
U3 TbMbl OTHO MTHOBEHME, OAHY KapTUHY U OAWH o0pa3s,
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100 UMEHHO TaK HAaYMHAIOTCI BO MHE 3TU MPUXOTJIUBbIE
TPE3BI.

Bot g 1 BcnoMHuU. S BUXXY CTpOMHOIO Majab4yuKa, KO-
TOPBIA CIycKaeTcsl Mo IMPOKON JecTHUllE 3aMKa. Celiuac
HOYb, Y JIyHa CBETUT HESIPKO, HO I — CJIOBHO C MOMOIIIbIO
OCBELLEHHOTO 3epKaJla — Pasjanyar U Kaxaylo JUHUIO €T
rMOKO# (UTYpBI, U KaxXaylo 4epty ero jauma. OH yauBHU-
TEJIbHO XOPOII COOOM: TMIagKue YepHbIE BOJOCHI MO-AETCKU
MajgalT Ha BBICOKUH, IaXe CIUIIKOM BBICOKUIA 100, a py-
KU, IPOCTEPTHIE BO ThbME, YTOOBI OLLLYTUTh TEILIO HATPETOTO
COJIHLIEM BO3IlyXa, OY€Hb HEXHBI U KpacuBbl. OH UAET He
criema. 3aayMUYMBO CIYCKAeTCs OH B OOJBIION, LIIYMSIIIUIA
JIUCTBOM Cajl, yepe3 KOTOPbI OEJIbIM MOCTOM MEPEKUHY-
JIaCh IIUPOKAas ajuies.

He 3Hato, xorma Bce 3TO MPOUCXOJIUT, TO JIU BUYepa, TO
JIM TOJIBeKa Ha3ajl, He 3Halo Te, HO CKopee BCero B AHIIMKU
unu B [lloTnaHauu, MOTOMY UTO JIMILbL TaM S BUJEJ TaKue
BBICOKHE, CJIOXKEHHbIE U3 KAMEHHBIX IJIbIO 3aMKU, KOTOPBIE
M3 KaXYTCS TPO3HBIMU KPEIMOCTSMU U TOJBKO Tepen
B30POM IIOCBSAILIEHHOIO IMOKOPHO CKJIOHSIIOTCS K LIBETHU-
KaM CBETJIbIX canoB. Jla, Ternephb s1 3HaI0 HaBEepHsKa; IeJIo
MPOUCXOIUT Ha ceBepe, B [lloTnanauu, 6o Jauilb TaM JeT-
HUE HOYM TaK MPO3payHbl, YTO HEOO MATOBO MOOJIECKUBA-
€T, TOYHO OIaJl, a MOJIS HUKOIA HE TEMHEIOT, U BCE KaK Obl
CBETUTCSI U3HYTPU MSITKUM CBETOM, U TOJIbKO TE€HU, CJIOB-
HO OTPOMHBbIE€ YEpHbIE MTUILIbI, OMYCKAIOTCS Ha OJeaHbIE
paBHUHBI. [a, na, umeHHo IlloTiannus, Tenepp s B 3TOM
YBEPEH, COBEPIIEHHO YBEPEH, WU, €CJIM Hamnpsiyb IMaMsTh,
sl BCIIOMHIO Jaxe MMsI MajJbuuKa M Ha3BaHue IpacCKOro
3aMKa, MOTOMY YTO TEMHas IeJieHa, OKYTaBIlasi MOW COH,
OBICTPO CHANAET, U BCE MPEIACTABISETCSI MHE TaK OTYET-
JINBO, OY/ITO 3TO HE BBIMbBICEJI, a JEACTBUTEIBLHOE COOBITHE.
MasibuuK npuexaa Ha JIETO MOTOCTUTh K CBOEH 3aMyXKHel
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cectpe, M Ojarogapsi TOCTEIIPUMMCTBY 3HATHBIX aHIJIWIA-
CKUX CEMEUCTB — OH 37IeCh He OMWH, IT0 BeuepaM BOKPYT
CTOJIa cCOOMpaeTCs 1IeI0e OOIIECTBO: NPY3hsl XO3SIMHA, OXOT-
HUKU C )X€HaMH, HECKOJIBKO MOJIOIBIX IEBYIIEK, KPACUBBIX
M CTPOMHBIX, MX MOJIOIOE BeCeIbe POXOAeT B CTAPhIX CTe-
Hax PaloCTHOE, HO He IIIyMHOeE 3X0. JIeHb-IeHbCKOI CKaYyT
JIOIIaAu, HOCITCS CBOPHI cO0OaK, Ha peke MOOJECKUBAIOT
IIBE WX TPU SIXTHI — TIpa3mHoe, 0e33a00THOE OKWBIICHHE
COOO0I111aeT pUTMY THSI IPUSITHYIO OBICTPOTY.

Ho ceiiuac Bedep; Bce BCTaIM M3-3a CTOJA. MYXKYMHBI
CUIAT B 3ajie, KypAT, UTPaloT B KapThl. JIo Ti1yOoKoii HOYn
13 BBICOKHUX OKOH TSIHYTCSI B TTapK OeJiblie, 3bI0KKe T10 Kpa-
sIM CTOJIOBI CBETa, a MHOTAA CJIBIIIATCS B3PHIBHI TPOMKOTO
xoxoTa. JlaMbI, KaK OOBIYHO B 3TO BpeMsl, pa3OILIUCh ITO
CBOMM KOMHAaTaM, JINIIb JABE-TPH 3aIepKaauch 0O0ITATh
B BecTHOOJIe. Ml TTO3TOMY MaJIbYMK ceiiyac IpemocTaBiicH
caMoMy cebe. K MyxXunHaM eMy ITOKa HeJIb3sl, pa3Be 4UTO
HEHaJ0JIro, a XEeHIIUH OH caM u3beraet, udo Mopoi, enBa
OH TIPMOTKPOET ABEPb, OHU BAPYT IMTOHMXKAIOT TOJOC, U OH
JIOTabIBAETCS, UTO peUYb UMIET O BelllaX, KOTOPbIe EMY CIy-
maTh He cienyer. Jla u BooOIle OH He JIIOOUT KEHCKOTO
00IIIecTBa: KEHITWHBI 3a1aI0T €My BOIIPOCHI, KaK peOCHKY,
a OTBETHI MPOITYCKAIOT MMMO YIIEi, OHM ITOCBUIAIOT €ro
C THICSYAMU MEJIKUX TTOPYYeHU I 1 OJarogapsiT MOTOM, Kak
MTOCJTYLITHOTO MaJIbIllia.

MajburK COBCeM OBLIIO HamTyMaJl JeUb U YK€ TTOTHSIICS
K cebe o BUHTOBOM JICCTHUIIE, HO B KOMHATe OKa3aJoCh
CJIMIIIKOM KapKo, TSKKHMI BO3IYX JaBUJI HEIBYDKHOM TyX0-
TOM. YTPOM M03a0bLIN OMYCTUTD IITOPHI, U COHIIE BCAACTD
MTOXO3SIMTHUYAJIO 3[IE€Ch: Pa30TPeJIo CTOJI, HAKAJIWIO KpOBaTh,
OTIOXHYJIO Ha CTE€HaX, M €ro XapKoe IbIXaHWe 0 CHUX IOp
CTPYMTCS M30 BCEX YIJIOB M OT CKIIAIOK mopThep. K ToMy ke
ele COBCEM He TO3IHO, W 32 OKHOM, CIIOBHO Oerasi cBeva,
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OILIBIBAET JIETHSISI HOUb, TaKasi MUPHas, TUxasl, 0e3MsITeX-
Hagl.

Bot mouemy ManpuuMK CHOBa CIyCKAaeTCs IO BBICOKOI1
JIECTHHUIIE 3aMKa B cajl, HaJl TEMHOM Jalleil KOTOporo, CJI0B-
HO HMMO, TYCKJIO CBETUTCSI HEOO M Kyda MaHUT €ro mpsi-
HBIIf apoMaT He3pUMBbIX LIBETOB. CTpaHHO KaK-TO Y HEro Ha
nyme. EMy nsiTHanmath JeT, BCE €ro 4YyBCTBa B CMSITEHUHU,
1 OH HE MOXET TOHSATb, OTYEro Yy HEro Tak IpoxKaT ryObl,
CJIOBHO OH JOJKEH YTO-TO IICITHYTh HOYM, JIMOO BO3IETh
pPyKH, MO0 MOCTOSITh, 3aKPBIB IJ1a3a, CIOBHO MEXIYy HUM
U 5TOM HEBO3MYTUMOMI JIETHEM HOYBIO BO3HUKJIM TaHbIC
y3bl U OHU TPEOYIOT CJIOB UM MPUBETCTBEHHOIO 3HAKA.

C mMpOKO OTKPBITON aJljled MaJIbuMK HETOPOIUIMBO
CBOpayMBaeT Ha y3Kyl0 OOKOBYIO TPOMNUHKY, IlI€ BBICOKO
HaJ TOJIOBOH CILJIETAIOTCSI B TECHOM OOBSITUM CepeOpUCThIe
KpPOHBI AEPEBbEB, 4 BHU3Y JIEXKUT IIYOOKUIA HOYHOU Mpak.
He cnpimHo Hu 3Byka. JIuinbs He IepemaBaeMasl CIoBaMU
3By4YHas TUIIIMHA caJla, HEYMOJIYHBIH JiIeeT — OYATO 10X Ae-
Bbl€ KaIlJIM MSITKO IManaloT B TpaBy WIM TOHKHE ObLUIMHKU
CO 3BOHKHMM IIIOPOXOM KacaroTCs OPYT Apyra — BCTPEYAIOT
MaJIb4MKa, MOJHOTO CIaAKO#, HEMOHATHOU rpycTu. OH TO
clierka KOCHETCS AepeBa, TO 3aMEJIMT Iar, IpuCIylIBa-
SICh K MUMOJIETHBIM 3BYKaM; IlIaIIOYKa JaBUT JIOO, OH CHU-
MaeT ee, YTOObI OLIIYTUTh TPUKOCHOBEHNE COHHOTO BETEpPKa
K CBOMM BUCKaM, TJI¢ 3BEHUT pa3ropsidyeHHAast KPOBb.

Ho Bopyr, xorna oH eliie aanblie yriayoaseTcss BO ThMY,
MIPOUCXOIUT HEYTO HEMpeABUIeHHOE. 3a €ro CIIUHOM Xpy-
CTUT TPaBUil, MAJIbYUK B UCITyre 000pauynBaeTCsI U BUIUT,
YTO K HEMy, TPEIeTHO Mepliasi, IpUOIMXKAeTCs BbICOKAs
Oemast urypa; BOT yKe OHA PSIIOM, U OH C Y>KacOM 4yBCTBY-
€T, KaK ero Kpernko, HO He BpaxIeOHO CTUCKUBAIOT XKEH-
ckue pyku. Teroe, HEXHOE TeJIO BJIACTHO MPUKUMAETCS
K HEMY, JIeTKasl JagOHb TOPOILUIMBO CKOJB3UT I10 €ro BOJIO-
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caM, 3aIlTpOKUIBIBACT €rO TOJIOBY; OH YyBCTBYET, KaK JIbBHYT
K HEMY UbM-TO YCTa, MOJYOTKPBIThIE, CIOBHO CIEJbIi 10,
KakK YbM-TO Ipoxalliue TyObl BMUBAIOTCS B €ro Iryobl. Yyxkoe
JIMLIO TaK OJIM3KO, YTO OH HE MOXKET Pas3risiieTb €ro YepThl.
W He cMmeeT pasrisiabiBaTh, MO0 APOXKb MPOH3aET €ro Takoi
OCTpOI1 00JIbIO, YTO OH 3aKPbIBAET IJ1a3a U OE3BOJBHO OTAA-
€TCS YYXKUM TIBIIAIOMUM Ty6aM; pyKH ero HepelInTeJIbHO,
HEYBEpEHHO, pOOKO, CJIOBHO BOIpONIasi, KACalOTCsl UyXKO-
ro Tejla, U, BHE3ANTHO OMbSHEHHBbI, OH MPUKHUMAET €ro
K cebe. XKagHo mpoberaior ero pyku 1o MSTKUM JIMHUSIM,
3aMeIlKAITCsl Ha MUT, B3APOTHYT U CrellaT Jajblie, elle
B3BOJIHOBaHHel 1 Xkapue. Ellle cuiibHee Hajieraet Ha HEero
YyXKO0€ TeJIO, YK€ BCEH CBOEH TSDKECThIO MOKOUTCS OHO Ha
€ro MojaTiauBOi rpyau. Ube-TO TMPEPBIBUCTOE, TAXKEI0E
NIbIXaHUE YBJIEKAET €ro, KJIOHUT K 3eMJie, 1 OH TMaJaeT Ha
KosjeHu. OH HU O YeM He AyMaeT — HU O TOM, OTKy[a MpU-
11IJ1a K HEMY 9Ta XEHIIMHa, HU O TOM, KaK €€ 30BYyT; He OT-
KpbIBas I71a3, MbET OH XXeJaHUe C 9TUX apOMaTHO-BIaXKHbIX
ryd M OTHaeTcsl BCECOKpYIalolleil cTpacTu, 6€3BOJIbHBIM,
0e30yMHBI, yoeHHbI. EMy uynuTcsi, OyaTo 3B€31bl BAPYT
PUHYJIMCh C HEOOCBOIAa — TaK MEPIIAET BCe TMepej ia3aMu,
TaK UCKPUTCS, TOPUT BCE, Yero oH HU KocHeTcs. 1 oH He
3HAeT, CKOJIbKO 3TO JJIUTCSI, Yachl JIU, CEKYH/IbI JIU, HE pa3-
MBIKaeTCsl Msirkasi, TMOKasi 1Ielb — BCe CropaeT B OyiHOM
IJJaAMEHU CTPACTHOU GOPBHOBI, U HA CMEHY MPUXOAUT OJa-
JKEHHasi UICTOMA.

Ho BHe3amnHo xapkas 1ienb pBeTcs. Pe3ko, mouyTu 3100-
HO BBICBOOOXIIa€T OHa €ro CHABJIEHHYIO Ipylb, XEHIIKHA
BBIMPSIMIISIETCSI, M BOT YK€ OETJIbIiA OeJblii JTyd CKOJIB3UT T10
JePEBbSIM U MCUE3aeT, MPeXIe YeM MaIbuMK yCIieBaeT Mpo-
TSHYTh PYKU U CXBaTUTh €T0.

Kto a10 6B611? CKOMBKO 3TO Mpomoskaioch? lepxach
3a CTBOJI JIepeBa, OH BCTAET, PACTEPSIHHBIN W OTJTYIIEHHbI.
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MemieHHO BO3BpallaeTCs B pa3ropsideHHBIN MO3T Tpe3Bas
MBICJIb, €MY KaXKETCS1, YTO )KU3Hb €r0 Cpa3y yMuaaach Ha Thi-
csluM yacoB Briepen. Heyxenu cranu siBbiO BCe €ro CMSITEH-
Hbl€ MEUTHI O XEHILMHAaX, 0 J0BU? nu 3T0 TOJbKO emy
npucHwioch? OH KacaeTcsl pyKamMu CBOEro Teja, Jepraer
ceb4 3a BoJiochl. [la, Ha BUCKaX, Ile TJyXO CTYYUT KPOBb,
KOXa BJIaXKHasl, BJIaXKHAasl U XOJOIHasi OT POCUCTOM TpaBHlI,
ryobl CHOBa TOpSIT, OH BAbIXaeT HEMPUBBIYHBIN XPYyCTKUI
apoMar XeHCKOTIO IIaThsl, OH UIIET B MaMSITU KaXI0€e cKa-
3aHHOE CJIOBO. Ml He HAXOMUT HU OHOTO.

TyT oH co cTpaxoM BCITOMMHAET, YTO OHA HUYETO HE T0-
BOpMJIa, YTO OHA Jaxe He Ha3Bajla ero MMEHU, YTO OH 3HaeT
TOJIBKO €€ CYIOPOKHBIC B3IOXU, U TIIyXUE BCXJIUITBIBAHMS
BCEBJIACTHOW CTpacTH, OJIarOyXaHUE €€ pacChINaBIIUXCS
BOJIOC, U ropsiyee NMPUKOCHOBEHUE ee Tpyau, U dhapdopo-
BYIO TJIaIKOCTh €€ KOXHU, 3HAET, YTO ee TeJIo, €€ AbIXaHUE,
BCEe €€ TpereTHOe CYIIeCTBO MPUHAIeXal0 eMy, HO He
3HaeT, KTO OHa, 3Ta XEHIIWHA, Ybsl JIIOOOBb HACTUIJIA €TO
BO TbMe. OTHBIHE €My TIPUIETCS OIIYIThIO OTHICKMBATh UMS,
4yTOOBI 00JIEYb B CJI0BA CBOE U3YMJIEHUE U CBOE CUACTHE.

M To HemocTMXKUMOE, YTO OH TOJBKO UTO TMEpEeXu
B OOBITHSIX XKEHIIUHBI, BAPYT KaXeTcsl eMy YOOTMM U HU-
YTOXHBIM PSAOM CO CBEPKAIOLICH TAHOWM, Y€ MaHSIIUKA
B30p yCTpemJieH Ha Hero u3 Mpaka. KTo oHa, 3Ta XeH-
nmHa? OH JMXOPaJoyHO IepedupaeT B yMe BO3MOXKHBIE
pasragku, MPUIIOMMHAET JIMIA BCEX XXEHIUMH, XUBYLIUX
ceifyac B 3aMKe, BBIMCKMBAET B MaMSITH KaXX10€ HEOOBIYHOE
MTHOBEHHUE, KXKIbIA Pa3roBOp, KaXKIYylO YIbIOKY TeX MITH
WU LIEeCTU, YTO MOTYT OBITh NPUYACTHBI K TaitHe. He Mo-
nogas v rpaduHg D., Ta, KOTOpast YaCTEHbKO B3JOPUT CO
CBOMM cTaperommM MyxxeMm? He toHast 1 XeHa OSIIOIIKY,
Yy KOTOPOM TakKue KPOTKUE M B TO XK€ BPEMsl YIUBUTEIbHO
030pHbIe Iaza? Mau — 3Ta MbICAb MYyraeT ero — WM Ofi-
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Ha U3 TPEX CECTep, €ro Ky3WH, TaKUX TOPIBIX, CIEpKaH-
HBIX W HEeNpucTynHbix? Her, 3T0 HEBO3MOXHO, BCE OHU
NIOHEJIb3s1 XOJOOHBI M paccyauTesbHbl. [locieaHue rompl,
Korja TailHble MeUThl Hayajlu 00ypeBaTb €ro M BTOPIraThCs
B €r0 CHOBMJIEHUSI, OH MOPOI cuuTall cedst 60JbHBIM U OT-
BEpPXKEHHBIM, 1 KaK € 3aBUI0BaJ OH BCEM, KTO MOT OBITb
WA Ka3aThCsl TAKUM CITOKOMHBIM, TAKUM HEBO3MYTHUMBIM,
TaKUM OECCTPACTHBIM, KaK CTPAIIWJICS, CIOBHO TSIKKOTO
Heoyra, CBOMX MpoOYyXMAIOLIMXCS XenaHuii! A Tereps?..
Ho ubst Xe, 4bs ke BHEIITHOCTb MOTJla TaK OOMaHYTb ero?

HaBsi3uuBbiii BONpoc Majo-rnmomaay racuT BOJHEHUE
B KpPOBHU. YK€ IMO3IHO, B 3ajie MOTYIIeHbl OTHU, BO BCEM
3aMKe He CITUT TOJIbKO OH — OH JIa eIlle, MOXKET ObITh, OHA,
Hey3HaHHas. He3zameTHO TIOAKpaabIBaeTCsl YCTaJIOCTb.
K uemy panbiiie nomarh rojoBy? Bernblit B3risio U3-IOM
OINYILIEHHBIX PECHUIL, TAlTHOE MOXaTUE PYKU 3aBTpa BCE eMY
OTKPOIOT. 3alyMUYMBO MOJHUMAETCSI OH MO JIECTHUILIE, TaK
K€ 3aJyMUMBO OH CITyCKaJICsI IO HEMi, TaK )X& — U COBCEM,
coBceM MHave. BoaHeHMe B KpOBU ellie He IO KOHIIA yJIer-
JIOChb, U HarpeTasi COJIHIEM KOMHAaTa KaXXeTCsl eMy Telepb
CBEXEI M IMPOXTIaTHEN.

HayTpo, npocHYBILIKCh, OH CJIBIIIUT, KaK MOJI OKHaMu
(bpIpKalOT ¥ OBIOT KOMBITAMU JIOIIAAW, CABIIIAT CMEX, CJIbI-
UT cBoe MMsi. OH BCKaKMBAET C MOCTENN — 3aBTPaK OH yXe
BCE PaBHO IIpocHayl, — TOPOIUIMBO OIEBAcTCS U CTPEeMIJIaB
MUUTCS BHU3, TJE€ €T0 BCTPEYAIOT BeCEIbIMU IIyTKaMu. «Co-
HSI-3aCOHSI», — cMeeTcsT TpacuHs D., T7a3a ee UCKPSITCS OT
cMexa. ZKaaHblii B3I 3a€PXKUBAETCS HA €€ JIMLIE: HET, HET,
3TO He OHA, YX CJIMIIIKOM 0€33a00THO OHa cMmeeTcsl. «Clianko
CIajioch?» — MOALIYYMBAET XXeHa ISIIOIIKY, HO e CTaH Ka-
3KETCST €My CJIMIIKOM BO3IYLIHBIM. A BOITPOILAIOIINI B3TJISI]I
MUUTCS JaJibllie OT JIMLA K JIMILy, HO HUTAE, HUTJE, HUTIE HE
CUSIET eMy HaBCTpeUy OTBETHAsI yJIbIOKa.
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Enyt Ha niporyniky. OH XaIHO JIOBUT YXOM KaXKIbIii 3BYK
rojioca, JOBUT TJla3aMM KaXKIbIi M3rK0 Tesla, KakIoe ITBH-
JKEHHE TTOKAYMBAOIIMXCS B Celjie BCAIHUII, ITOACTEPETacT
KaXXIblil TIOBOPOT TOJIOBBI, KaXIbIii B3Max PyKH. 3a 00ec-
JIOM OH KaK MOXHO OJIMXKe HaKJIOHSIETCS K CBOEi cobece-
HU1IE, YTOOBI BIOXHYTh apoMar ee I'y0, Terjioe 6jaroyxaHue
BOJIOC, HO HUYTO, HUYTO HE SIBJISIET €My JKeJIJAaHHOTO 3HaKa,
HE OTKPBIBACT OaXe MUMOJETHOTO Cjena, 1o KOTOPOMY
MOTJI OBl YCTPEMUTHCS €r0 pa3ropsiaeHHBIC MBICTH. JIeHb
HecKoH4YaeMo nojior. Korma oH GepeTcst 3a KHUTY, CTPOYKHU
MepeJIMBAIOTCST Yepe3 Kpail CTPAHUIBI ¥ BIPYT YHOCST €ro
B call, U CHOBa HOYb, YIMBUTEIbHAsI HOUb, 1 CHOBA Xap-
Kas Liellb OOBSITUI CMBIKAeTCS BOKPYT Hero. M, BHITTyCTUB
KHWTY M3 IPOXAIIUX PYK, OH CITCIIUT K Tipymy. Ho Bapyr,
HEOXUIaHHO IJIsT cebsI, C MCIYyTOM Iaxe, 3aMedaeT, 4TO
CTOUT Ha TOH e TPOITMHKE, Ha TOM K¢ MecTe. 3a YKIUHOM
€ro JIMXOPAIUT, PYKH HEYBEPEHHO OJIYKIAIOT 110 CKaTepTH,
CJIOBHO MX YTO-TO TOHMT, Tjla3a OOS3IMBO MPSIYYTCS MO,
ONyIIeHHBIMU BeKaMM. Korma ocTalbHbBIE OTOIBUTAIOT,
HaKOHEII-TO OTOABUTAIOT CTYJIbS M BCTAIOT M3-3a CTOJA, OH
C YYBCTBOM HECKAa3aHHOTO OOJIETYeHMS TTOKMIAeT KOMHATY
1 MuuTcs B Imapk. Ilo 6emoit TponmmHKe, KOTopasi, CIOBHO
MOJIOYHBIN TyMaH, MepLaeT y Hero Moj HOraMu, XOOUT OH
B3aJl U BIIepeN AeCSThb, CTO, ThICSUY pa3. 3aXKTJIUCh JIM OTHU
B 3a71e? Jla, HAKOHEeI[-TO 3aXIJIUCh U HAKOHEII-TO CITYIIIEHbI
IITOPHI B OKHAX BTOPOTO 3Taka. 3HAYUT, TaMbl pa30ILINCh
1Mo cBoMM KoMHaraM. CumTaHble MUHYTHI OCTAJIUCh IO ¢e
MPUXOda, €CIM TOJIBKO OHAa IPHUIET, HO Telephb Kaxmas
MHHYTa IO Tpelesia HaITOJIHEHA XTYYUM HETepIICHUEM.
U cHoBa B3an u BIiepea, B3a U BIIepea MeUeTCs OH, CIOBHO
€ro JepraloT 3a HEBUAUMBIEC HUTH.

Ho TyT 1o cTymeHsIM JIECTHUITBI CTPEMUTETHHO cOeraeT
Oenast ¢purypa, yepecuyp CTpeMUTEIbHO, YTOOBI MOXKHO ObI-
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JIO Y3HaTh, KTO 3T0. OHa CJIOBHO JIyY JIYHBI, CJIOBHO 3a0bITast
KEM-TO ByaJlb, KOTOpasl TpEeMeLET MEX AePEBbEB, TOHUMAs
BETpPOM, OHa Bce OJivKe, OJIMKe, M BOT yXKe OHa OpocaeTcst
B OOBSITUSI MaJIbuMKa, U PYKU €ro xajaHo, MEPTBOM XBaT-
KOI, CMBIKAIOTCSI BOKPYT €€ pa3ropsideHHOro Gerom Tesa.
Kak u Buepa, B TOT MUT, KOT/a Teriasi BOJTHA HEOXUIAHHO
0o0maeT ero rpynb, OH €Ba He TepsieT CO3ZHAHUE U XKaxKIeT
TOJILKO OTHOTO — YTOObI TEMHBII MOTOK CTPACTU MOIXBA-
TWJI 1 YHEC ero 3a coboil. Ho yrap BHe3anHo pacceuBaeTtcs,
OH CIEpXMBaeT CTPAcCTHBIN MopbiB. HeT, HeT, TOJbKO He
MO3BOJIUTDH il OYPMAHUTD Ce0s1, TOJBKO HE OTAAThCS STUM
JKaIHbIM yCTaM, MOKyJa OH He y3HaeT, KaKoe UMSI HOCHUT
3TO CYILIECTBO, Ybe TEJIO MPUKAJIOCh K HEMY TaK TeCHO, YTO
Kaxercs, OyaTO 4yXoe cepaue ObeTcsl B er0 COOCTBEHHOM
rpyau! OH YKJIOHSIETCS OT MOLENYysI, YTOOBI pas3ryisineTh Ta-
WHCTBEHHbIE YePThl, HO TEHU MaaaloT Ha ee JIUILO U CMBa-
I0TCSI B HEBEPHOM CBETE C TEMHBIM OpeoJioM BoJioc. Yepec-
4yp I'yCTO CILJIEIUCh BETBU IEPEBBEB, Uepecuyp HESIPOK CBET
3aJiepHYTOr0 obslakamMu Mecsitia. OH BUIMT TOJBKO CUSTHUE
IJ1a3 — JiBa CaMOIIBETa, OMPaBJIEHHbIE B TYCKJIO MOOJIECKU-
BalOLIMU MpaMop.

OH Xo4YeT yciabllllaTh XOTh OJHO CJIOBO, XOTb 3BYK €€
rosnoca. «KTo Thl, cKaxu, KTo Thl?» — TpebyeT oH. Ho aToT
BJIAXXHBIA MSATKUIA POT OTBEYAET TOJILKO TIOLIEYSIMU, CJIOB
y HEro HeT. XOTb Obl CJIOBO UCTOPTHYTh U3 HETO, XOTb ObI
Kkpuk 60mu! OH CTUCKMBAeT 3amsiCTbeé HE3HAKOMKHU, OH
BIMBAETCSI HOTTSIMU B TE€JO, OH CJBIIIUT TOJbKO TSIKKUE
B3[I0XM HaNpATLWIENRCcs TPpyav, U Topsiyee NbIXaHUE, U 3HOM
YIPSIMO COMKHYTBIX T'y0, KOTOpbIE JIUIIb U3peKa TUXO 3a-
CTOHYT — OT OOJIM WJIM OT CTPacTH, OH He 3HaeT. Ero cBogut
C YMa MBICJIb O TOM, YTO OH OECCUJIeH Tepes ee YIpsMoit
BOJIE, UTO 3Ta U3 TbMbl BO3HHUKIIIAS XEHIIUHA OEPET €ro,
He OTKpbIBasi cedsi, yTo, obaanasi 6e3rpaHUYHOI BIACTbIO
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HaJ ee aJuyylldM TeJOM, OH HE MOXET OBJIAJAETh €€ MMe-
HeM. ['HeB oXBaTbIBae€T €ro, OH YKJIOHSIETCSI OT OOBSTHUMA,
HO OHa, NMOYYBCTBOBAB BSJIOCTb OOHMMAIOIIUX €€ PYK U €r0
TPEBOTY, JIACKOBO, Ipa3Hslle TperuieT ero Bojockl. U TyT,
KOT/Ja Najblibl €€ KacaloTCs €ro rojioBbl, OH BAPYT CJIBIIIUT,
KaK 4TO-TO METaJUTMYECKOEe TUXO 3BSIKAET y ero jidba: Opesiok
WM MOHETKa, MOoJABelleHHas K ee OpacieTy. MrHoBeHHas
MBICJIb OCEHSsIET ero. ByaTO B MOpbIBE UCCTYTJIEHHOM CTpa-
CTU, OH NIPVKUMAET K ce0e ee KUCTh TaK, YTO MOHETa Iy-
0OKO BITUBAETCS B €ro MOJyoOHaxKeHHYI0 pyKy. Cien ocTta-
HETCsl HaBepHSIKa, U, YYBCTBYS, KaK TOPUT KOXa, OH JaeT
cebe BOJIIO; OH MPMXKUMAET K cebe ee Teao, MbeT XKeJaHue
c ee ry0d, OpocaeTcs ouepTs roJioBy B TAMHCTBEHHbBIN OMYT
0E€3MOJIBHOTO BOXKIEJICHUSI.

A TIOTOM, KOTJ]a OHa, TOYHO KaK BUepa, BHE3aIMHO BCKa-
KWUBAeT M yOeraeT Mpoyb, OH HE IbITAETCS yaepXaTh ee —
€My He TepITUTCS pasIysiAeTh 3arneyaTjeHHbIA Ha ero pyke
3HaK. OH MYuTCS K cebe, BBIKpYUYMBAECT (PUTUIb TYCKIIO
ropsleil JIaMITbl; JIaMIa BCIIBIXMBAET SIPKUM OTHEM, U TO-
Ia OH >KaJHO BIMBAETCS TJa3aMu B cJiell, OCTaBJIEHHbBIN
MOHETOM.

Cren yxe HEMHOTO Mo0JeK, ouepTaHUsl pa3mIaaluIuCh,
HO OJIMH YToJI BAaBJieH I1yOOKO, U OTYETIMBO BUAHBI Kpac-
Hble TMHUU. MOHeTa He Kpyriasi, OHa, JOJKHO ObITh, BOCh-
MMYTOJIbHAS, U HE OYEHb OOJIbIlIas, IPUMEPHO C TIEHHU, HO
OoJiee BbINyKJIas, TOTOMY YTO Ha pyKe €Ille COXpaHuIach
sIMKa, COOTBETCTBYIOIIAs1 BbIMYKJAOCTU. OTHEM TOPUT CJiel,
KOTOPBII OH TaK XXaaHO pacCcMaTpMBaeT, U BAPYT HAUMHAET
0oJieTh, KaK CBeXasl paHa, U TOJbKO KOrJa OH OIyCKaeT
PYKY B XOJIOMHYIO BOMY, X>KEHUE MPOXOAUT. bpeslok BOCh-
MUYTOJIHBI — TEINEPhb Y HETO HE OCTAJIIOCh HU MaJIEUIINX
COMHEHMI. B3risim ero cBeTUTCS TOpPXKeCTBOM. 3aBTpa OH
BCE y3Haer.



