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HeOonb1110ii 1OM CTOSIT Ha OTIIMOE, B IIECTU MUJISIX K IOTY
oT KilsHTOHA, HA cTapoM IIOcce, YCTPEMJICHHOM B HUKY/A.
C caMmoro 11occe ero He ObUT0 BUIHO, TOTOMY UTO K IOMY BeJla
rpaBUitHAas 1OpOTra, HeIPSIBILIAsl BBEPX-BHU3 U BIIPaBO-BIIEBO,
OTYEro B TEMHOTe (apbl BCTPEYHOM MAaIIMHBI OMIIN B 1000-
BOE CTEKJIO WU MPOCTPEJUBaIN COOKY, OYATO Mperymnpe-
Knast o HenagHoM. OT yeAMHEHHOCTU JOM Ka3ajcsl TOJIbKO
cTpallHee.

['1yGoKO#1 HOUBIO, KOTJa eIlle ¥ He AyMas IMpoO0yXIaThb-
Csl BOCKPECHBIN AeHb, 32 OKHAMM HAKOHEIl IT0Ka3ajcs CBET
dap. OH 3a1u BeCch AOM, IyCTUJI ITO0 CTeHAM IIeMb 3JI0Be-
IMX Oe3MOJIBHBIX TeHEH, a TOTOM McYe3 — 3TO aBTOMOOWIb
YXHYJI B IMy YK€ Ha caMoM Tombe3ae. TeM, KTo mpuTaujics
B JIOMe, JAaBHO CJIENOBAJIO YCHYTh, HO B TaKHE XKYTKHE HOUU
Bce OoapcTBoBaIM. JIk031, yCTaBIllasi BOpOYaThCsl HA JUBaHE
B TOCTMHOM, ITyOOKO BIOXHYJIA, HACKOPO ITOMOJIMJIACH U TT0-
JIOIIJIa K OKHY, YTOOBI IIPOCIEANTD 3a MallIMHO. BuisgeT oHa,
KakK O0bIYHO, WM ciyiiaeTcs pyisi? CHOBa OH Haapalics, Kak
MPOLIJIBIMA HOYaMHM, WUJIA, MOXET, B3SIJ1 B TIbIHCTBE Tay3y?
Ha Bcakuii ciyvaii, B Hajexae MpuBJiedb €ro BHUMaHMUE,
OHa BbIOpaJia JISTKOMBICJICHHBIN Hapsi — BAPYT BMECTO TATU
K HACWJIMIO B HEM B KOM-TO BEKU IPOCHETCS POMAHTUIECKOE
HacTpoeHue? PaHbie JIxko3u yxxe oaeBaiach CO0Ia3HUTEb-
HO, U OJHAXIbI 3TOT TPIOK JaXKe MPUILEJICS eMy 0 HpaBy.

ABTOMOOWIbL OCTAaHOBUJIC TIepe], IOMOM, OHa cjeaunia,
KaK OH BbLIe3aeT u3-3a pyias. M riasas, Kak oH 1aTaeTcs
M CIOThIKaeTcsI, Habupajach OTBaru, roTOBSICh K HEU30eK-
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HoMmy. Bbliifig B KyXHI0, TJe TOpe CBeT, JI>ko3u cTaia XaaTh.
B yriy 3a nBepbio, B TeHU, OblIa IPUTOTOBJICHA ATIOMUHMEBAST
OeclicOonbpHas1 Outa ee ceiHAa. OHa cama CIIpsiTaja ee TaM Jac
Ha3ajl Ha CJIy4yaii, eCJIM OH B3IyMaeT paciyckaTh pyku. Ho kak
J>k031 HU MOJIUJIACh, YTOOBI €if XBaTUJIO CMEIOCTH ITyCTUTh
OUTY B X0/, COMHEHUS He oTcTynanu. [1puBalIuBIINCH K KY-
XOHHOI1 IBepH, OHA IIPOBEpUJIa 3alleiKy. [Beph oKa3anach He
3arepTa, OH IIHYJI €e HOrOi, M OHA yaapuia 10 XOJIOAWIbHUKY.

CTi0apT OBIT MEP3KUM IPAwWIMBBIM IbsHUIIeH. Ceifdac ero
OsenHasi UpjaHackasl (U3MOHOMUS pacKpacHesach, IIeKU
MbLUIAJN, TJa3a TOpPeIu CIUMIIKOM 3HaKOMbIM JI)KO3U OorHem
37100b1, Pa30X>KEHHBIM, CJIOBHO OCH3WHOM, BBIITUTBHIM BH-
cku. B cBou Tpuauarte nath et CToapT yxke Hauyajl CeleTh
U JIBICETh, U Hauec, KOTOPbIM OH MacKUpOBaJ JbICUHY, T10-
cJie HOYHOTrO IIaTaHus 1o 6apaM BUCeN Ha yIIaX XXUIKUMU
npsasmMu. Ha ero nuile He okasaloch Ha cell pa3 Mope3oB
U KPOBOIMOATEKOB, YTO ObLJIO XOPOILMM MPU3HAKOM, 2 MOXKET,
U TJ10XuM. EMy HpaBUJIOCh BBSI3bIBATHCS B TIOTACOBKY B JCIiIe-
BbIX 3a0€TaJI0BKAaX; [TOTOM OH 3aJIM3bIBaJl PAHbI 1 3aBaJIUBAJICSI
cnaTh. Ho eciiu HU ¢ KeM He yiaBajioch CLIETIUThCS, TO UCKAJ
CCOpbI O BO3BpAlllEHUNU JOMOM.

— Yero 310 TH He cnuilb? — Tpoxpunen CrTioapT, He-
JIOBKO TIBITAsICh 3aTBOPUThH 3a COOOI IBEPb.

J>k031 OTBETUJIAa TaK CIOKOIHO, KaK TOJIBKO CyMmena:

— XKny tebs, mwibiii. Bce B mopsiake?

— Heuero Mens nmomxunatb. Kotopsiii yac, yxe nBa
Houm?

OHa J1acKOBO YJILIOHYJIACH, CJIOBHO BCE OBLIO XOPOIIIO.
Henemo Hazan JIxxo3m penuia jeub 1 mogoxaath CTioapta
B rocten. OH BEpHYJICS MO3IHO, TIOTHSIICI HAaBEpX U CTaj
YIPOXKaTh €€ JETSIM.

— OKoJI0 TOro, — HEXHO MPOBOPKOBaja oHa. — Muem
B KpOBATbh.

— 3aueM ThI TaK BeIpsiauiack? Hy 1 Bup, 1uTioxa IIJTIOXOI.
3aech KTO-TO ObLIT?
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BTO CTaJIO yXe MPUBLIYHBIM OOBUHEHUEM.

— KoneuHo, Het, — oTBeTmI1 OHa. — IIpocTo cobuparch
Jieub CraTh.

— Tw1 morackyxa.

— bpocsk, Cthi0. f x0uy cniats. [lolimem u sokeM.

— Krto oH? — paBkuyn Crooaprt, ymapssch CIIMHON
O JIBEPb.

— Tbl 0 KoM? 3nech HUKOTO HeT. f TpoBeyia Bechb Beuep
C JETbMU.

— JIxuBas crepBa, BOT Thl KTO!

— 4 ne ary, Creio. MaeM criath, yXe MO30HO.

— CeronHs g cabIlIaN, KaK KTO-TO 00JiTajl, OynTO mapy
JHel Ha3and TyT BUaeau MalunHy J>koHa Ansbepra.

— Ko at10, /I)XOH ATE0EpT?

— «K710 370, JI3XOH ANbOepT?» — crhpallinBaeT MejaKasi
MoTackyxa... A To Thl He 3Haelb JxkoHa Annbepra. — OH
OTOJIBUHYJICSI OT IBEPU, CAEJAN Napy-ApyTyl0 HEYBEPEHHbBIX
1IaroB B CTOPOHY JI)K0O3U1, CXBaTWJICS 33 KyXOHHBII CTOJI, 4TO-
OBl He ynacTb, 1 HaCTaBWJI Ha Hee majiel. — Thl — MeJKas
Cy4Ka, BEYHO BOKPYT T€0S BBIOTCSI TBOM MPEXHUE TPYXKKM-KO-
oenu. A Teds pexynpexaan.

— Moii enMHCTBEHHBIN IPYXOK — Thl, CTIOAPT, ThICAYY
pa3 Tebe 310 roopuiia. IloyeMy Tl MHE HE BEpUIIIb?

— IloToMy 4TO ThI JTYHBS, S M paHbliIe JIOBUI TeOsI Ha
BpaHbe. [IoMHUIIBL TY KpeaAUTHYIO KapTy? AX ThI, cTepBal

— Ilepecranb, CTbI0, 3TO OBUIO B IPOIILJIOM TOAY.

OH OpocwuJics K Heli, CXBaTWJI JIEBOM PYKOI 3a 3aIIsICThe,
a MpaBoW JIAOHbIO C pa3dMaxy BJIETIWJI MOIIEYMHY — 3BYyY-
HbIN 11enoK. JIXKo3u BCKpUKHYJIa OoT 60yu U oT 1ioka. [lepen
5TUM OHa yropapuBaja ceosi: Toibko He kpuuu! HaBepxy, 3a
3arepToi JBepblo, MPSATAINCH €€ 1€TU, OHU BCE CJIbILLIAIN.

— IlIpekpatu, CTbio! — B3BU3THYJIa OHA, CXBaTUBLIMCH 32
11IeKy Y TILETHO TbITasIiCh OTAbIIIAaThCs. — He cMeit 6onbiie
MeHs ouTh! Sl obemana yiATH U, KJIISSHYCh, cAeaalo 310!

OH B3peBe, Xxoxoya:



— Heyxemm? Kyna Tel MOXeIlIb TOJATHCS, MEJIKasl Cyuka?
O6patHO B ¢yproH, B KycTtbl? CHOBa XWTh B MalnHe? — Eiiie
Kperue CTUCHYB eit pyKy, CTrioapT pa3BepHyJI €€, CxaJl CBoei
TOJICTOM pyKo¥i 11eto JI>ko3u 1 3aopait mpsiMo B yxo: — Hekyna
Tebe UATH, CTepBa, KpOMe TpeiIepHOro rapka, rjae Thl poay-
Jlach, Aa U Toro yxe Het! — OH TuieBajcs el B yXo ropsiueit
CJIIOHOI, 0OJjaBasl e Mep3KHUM 3araxoM Ifeperapa — cMech
BUCKHU U MMUBA.

k03U nepHyaach B MOMBITKE 0CBOOOAUTHLCS, HO CTioapT
TaK KPerkKo BLEMWICS B Hee, CJIOBHO He TTPOUYb ObLT Mepesio-
MaTb eil KocTu. JIXKo31u 0CTaBaJloCh TOJILKO BOMUTb, KaK HU
JKaJIKO OBLITO MPSITABILIMXCS HaBepXy AeTel.

— Tu MHe pyky ciomaemb, Ctbio! [Toxkanyiicta, nepe-
CTaHb!

OH OoJibllie He 3aaUpall ee pyKy BBepX, HO CxKaJl elle CUIIb-
Hee Y MPOILIUIIeN:

— Kyna Hambumnach? Y Te0sI eCTh KpbIllia Hajl TOJIOBOIA,
ella Ha CToJIe, KOMHAaTa JIJIsi TBOMX MaplIWBLIEB, a Thl OOJITa-
elb, yto yinemn? Eie yero!

X034 TO 3aMupaa, TO U3BMBAJIACH, MBITASICh BbIPBATHCS,
HO OH ObUI CJIMIIIKOM CWJIEH U CBUpPETI.

— Tol cnomaerb MHe pyky, Ctbio! CkazaHo Tebe, oTITyCcTH!

Ho oH Kkak Ha3zj1o ycuiauJl XBaTKy, OHa 3aopajia, crajia
JIATaTbhCs, Bpe3aja €My IOJIOM MITKOM ITOI KOJEHO, MOTOM
pa3BepHyJiach U 3aexajia JIEBbIM JIOKTEM MpsSIMO 1o pedpa.
DTO ero OLIeIOMMIIO XOTs Obl Ha ceKyHay. CToapT ocTalCcs
HeBpeauM, Ho JI>ko3M ycresa BbBICBOOOAUTHCS U B TTIOPBIBE Te-
peBepHyJIa KyXOHHBIN TaOypeT. JIMIIHMI 1IIyM, odyepemHoit
WCIIYT IS ee AeTel.

On Opocwuiics 3a Heil, Kak OellleHbIi ObIK, CXBATIII 3a TOP-
JIO, TIpYKaJl K CTeHe, BIUJICS HOTTSIMU B 111e10. JIXKo3u yKe He
MorIJIa HY Kpu4aTh, HU IJ10TaTh, HA BOOOIIE NbIIIATh; Oe3yM-
HBIN 6JIECK B €ro IJ1a3ax MoACKa3bIBajl, UYTO 3TO UX MOCIEIHSS
cxBaTka. Ceifuac oH ee mpukoHYUT. OHa MomnbITallach CHOBa
JIITHYTb €T0, HO TTpoMaxHyJjach, CTioapT BIOPOCUJT BIiepe
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nmpaBblil Kyiak. [Toayuuniacs npsMoi XyK B mOAOOPOIOK, OT
KoToporo JIXko3u yIana HaB3HUYb, PACTOIIBIPUB HOTH. XanaT
pacnaxHyJjics, oOHaxXuiach rpyab. CTIoapT HEMHOTO TTOCTOSIT
Hall HEeM, JII0OYSICh COESTHHBIM.

— Cyuka TnepBoil MeHs1 ynapuia, — MPOMSIMJIWI OH, TT0-
cJie Yero arHya K XoJI0AUIbHUKY, 3a MUBOM. OTKPbIB OaHKY,
czenalt 00JIbILION INIOTOK, BHITEP ThIJILHOM CTOPOHOM JIafOHU
POT U ellle MoaoXnal — BAPYr oHa BctaHeT? Eciu Het, 3Ha-
YUT, OH BBIPYOUJ €€ Ha BClO HOUb. JI)KO3U He 1eBeInsach,
MO3TOMY OH MOJOLIEN OJINXeE, MPOBEPUTD, JbILIUT JIH.

CT10apT BCIO XXM3Hb ObLT YJIUYHBIM 3a0USKON U TBEPAO
YCBOWJI MepBelilliee MpaBUIo: yaap B YeJIOCTb — cCaMblii Ha-
IEeXHBIN.

oM 3aTux, HO OH 3HaJl, UTO HaBEepXy 3aMepJIu B OXUaa-
HUM JIETHU.

Jpro ObLT Ha IBa roga crapiie cBoeil cectpsl Kuphl, oa-
HaKoO I10JIOBOE CO3peBaHME, KaK OOJBITMHCTBO HOPMAaJIbHBIX
TepeMeH B ero XW3HU, 3ana3nbiBaso. OH ObUT MayoBaT st
LIeCTHAILATH JIET U IepeXrBaJl U3-3a 3TOr0, 0COOEHHO Koraa
CTOSLI PSIIOM C CECTPOIi, KOTOpast KaK pa3 ObICTPO BHITSITUBA-
Jach. M ObLJIO0 HEBAOMEK, UTO Y HUX pa3HbI€ OTIIbI, a 3HaA-
YUT, KAaTh CUHXPOHHOCTH B pa3BUTUU He UMeio cMbicia. Ho
ceiyac, He MOMBIILISISE HU O KaKOM HaCJlIeACTBEHHOCTU, OHU
OOHSIINCH KPEIKO, KaK POIHBIE, B yXKace ciyliasi, Kak BHU3Y
B KOTOPBIA pa3 MoABEpraeTcs mobdosIM X MaThb.

B 3ToM moMe HeKyma ObLIO CIIpSITaThCS OT HACUIIMSI, HE TO-
BOpS 00 yJacTUBIIMXCS ocKopOneHussx. Ouu ymossum JIxo3u,
yTOoOKI OHa yiuia oT CTioapTa, 1 MaTh pa3 3a pa3oM obemana
YITH, HO BCE TPOE 3HAJIM, UYTO IIOJAThCSI MM HeKyma. Jxo3u
yBepsiia, 4TO maiblie OyneT jrydiine, CThio XOpPOILIMiA, KOTOa
TPEe3BbIli, I OHA CBOEH JTI000BBIO OTYYUT €T0 OT IbSHCTBA.

Hexkyna monatbcesl... Ux mocaenHUM «10MOM» ObLIT CTapblii
(byproH Ha 3ajHeM JBOpE y JaJbHEro pOACTBEHHUKA, MPUIO-
THUBILIETO MX Ha CBOEH 3emie, HO 63 MaJIeiIIIero yaoBOJIbCTBUSI.
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Bce tpoe 3Hanu, 4to oHU TepnAT CThIO JIMIIb MOTOMY, YTO
Y HETO HACTOSIIIAN JOM — KUPITUYHBINA, MOJ KECTSIHOU KPbI-
mreit. Ceilyac OHM HE TOJIOAANIM, TOJIBKO C 00JIbI0 BCIIOMUHAIN
MpoLIoe, XoAuau B 1ikoay. IIkona crana mist HUX yoexu-
meM — K Heit Ctioapt He npuomkaics. OmHaKO TaM TOXe
He 00xommiIock 0e3 rpobiem: [pro oTcTaBall B yuede, y 000mux
ObLJI0 MaJIo Apy3eii, OHU XOIWJIU B OOHOCKAX U CTOSUIU B OUe-
pensix 3a 6ecrulaTHbIM JIaHYEM; 3aTO B LLIKOJIE OHU MOIJIM He
ormacartbest CThbiO, TaM OHUM YyBCTBOBAJIM ce0s1 B 0€30MacHOCTH.

Jaxe Tpe3BhIil, YTO, K CYACTHIO, OBIBAJIO Yallle 00pPaTHOTO,
OH OCTaBaJICsl MeP3KUM TUIIOM, BOPYABILIMM M3-3a HEOOXO-
IMMOCTH coaepkath nereit. CoocTBeHHBIX AeTell y CTioapTa
He ObLIO, MOTOMY YTO OH HUKOIJA HE XOTeJ ObITh OTLOM,
a ellle 13-3a TOro, YTo 00a ero MPOoILJIbIX OpakKa 3aBepIIUINCD,
e/lBa Ha4yaBIIKUCh. DTOT ACOOIIMP CYUTAJ JOM CBOEil Kpero-
cThi0. JIeTn ObUIM HEMPOILIEHHBIMU TOCTSIMU, Jaxe JyxKaka-
MU, TTIO3TOMY OH B3BJIMBaJ Ha HUX BCIO TPSI3HYIO paboTy.
MMest HeorpaHMYEHHBIN JOCTYI K 3TOM JapMOBOI padoueit
cune, CTioapT MOCTOSTHHO MPUAYMbBIBAJ UISI HUX IOPYYEeHUSs,
CKpBIBasl TEM CaMbIM OT CaMOTO ce0sl HEMPUIJISIAHBINA (hakT:
OH TIOTIPOCTY OBIJT JIECHMBBIM XJI000M. CTIOQpT MOKYMaj eny
M TIMBO TOJIBLKO JJISI ce0s1 M TpedoBas, 4ToOb! /1031 ornjiauyu-
BaJla «MX» YacCThb CTOJIa U3 COOCTBEHHOI0 CKyIHOTO 3apabdoTKa.

OaHako HeJenble MOpyYeHUs, YIIPeKU B TapMOEACTBE,
3aIyTMBaHUsl — BCE 9TO HUUTO IO CPABHEHUIO C HACUJIUEM.

JI>xo3m nexxana, eaBa Jplna 1 He meBensich. CTost Haxm Held,
CrTroapT MAIWIC Ha ee TpyIb U, KaK Bceraa, ObUT HeIOBOJICH:
rpyab-To ManoBaTa. Yepr, gaxe y Kupsr kpynaee oyner. Ot
STOI MBICIIH OH YXMBUIBHYJICS, PEIIINB CXOIUTD U IIPOBEPUTH
cBoe HabmogeHue. llaTtasace, CTioapT IIOKMHYI MaJIEHbKYIO
TEMHYI0 TOCTMHYIO U CTaJl KapaOKaTbCsl BBEPX T10 JIECTHULIE,
HapoyHO MPOM3BOAS KaK MOXKHO OOJIbIIIE IITyMa — MYCTb UM
oynet ctpamiHo. Ha nmonmnyTtu craj 3BaTh BBICOKUM, MbSIHBIM,
MOYTH XaJTOOHBIM TOHOM:
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— Kupa, a, Kupa?..

Ta Bcs 3aTpsIcIach B TEMHOTE M C CHJIOH BIIETIMIIACH B PYKY
6para. CTbIO YITOPHO JIe3 BBEpX, TPOMKO TOITasl 110 IePEBSIH-
HBIM CTYIIEHbKaM.

— Kupa, a, Kupa?..

OH pacrnaxHyJ U cpa3y 3J00HO 3aXJIOTHYJI IBEPh B KOM-
Haty JIp1o. [Totom noaepran asepb B KomHaTty Kupbl — oHa
oKaszajach 3arepra.

— Xa-xa, Kupa, 3Ham, 1ol TaM. Hy-ka, oTkphiBaii! —
CT1oapT HaBaJuWJICs Ha IBEPb IJIEUYOM.

OHM cuzeny BMeCTe Ha Kpalo ee Y3KOi KpoBaTHu, yCTaBUB-
LLIKCh Ha IBEPb, KOTOPYIO 3apaHee MOANEPIU P>KaBbIM XKeJIe3HbIM
ITBIpEM, KOTOpblil Jpro nputamumia u3 capasi. Oda Hanmes -
JINCh, YTO WITHIPh U ABEpHas 3alleika yoeperyT ux. OmHum
KOHIIOM 3KeJIe3HbI IIThIPb ObUT MIPUCTaBJIEH K ABEPU, IPYTUM
ynupascsl B MeTajinueckuii Kapkac kpoaTtu. Korma Ctioapt
CTaJl AiepraTh IBEPHYIO YUKy, Jdpio u Kupa noctynuiu, Kak
JIOTOBAapUBAJIMCh; HAJIETJIM HA CIIACUTEIbHBIA IITHIPb, YTOOBI
MPUAATh eMy YCTOMYMBOCTU. OHU pereTHpoBaIv JaHHYIO CH-
TyalyIio U ObUIM MOYTH YBEPEHHI, UTO YJIOBKa cpadoraeT. Ha
TOT Clly4yail, €CJI IBepPb BCE XK€ OTKPOETCS, Y HUX TOXe ObLI
rpuIiaceH otBeT: Kupa cXBaTUT CTapylo TCHHUCHYIO PaKeTKy,
a JIpio mycTUT B XOJ MPUITACEHHBbI B KapMaHe IMeplOBbIi
OajutoHYMK. /K031 KyIiiia €ro Ha BCIKUIA CIydaid, IJ1s IeTei.
MM Bce paBHO nocraHeTcst oT CTioapTa, HO TaK OHU XOTSI Obl
He caanyTcs 6e3 0osl.

BriOuTh nBeph HOroll €My HUYETO He CTOMIO. Mecsil
Ha3aa OH TaK M TTOCTYITIII, a TIOTOM YCTPOMJI CKaHIaJ, BeIb
HOBas OBeph TSHYJIA Ha COTHIO moyutapoB. CHavama CrioapT
HacTamBaJj, YTOOBI 3a IBeph 3arriaTwia Jko3u, ToToM cTal
TpeOGOoBaTh ACHBIU C IETEl, HO, B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, YTOMOHMJICS.

Kwupa, ogepeBeHeBIIIas OT cTpaxa, 6€33ByYHO IUIaKaia, HO
MpU 3TOM €€ He OCTaBJIsijia MbICJb O CTPAHHOCTU MPOUCXO-
nsirero. Panpme CTioapT JOMWICS K HEM B KOMHATY, KOTa
JnoMa 0oJble HUKOTO He ObL1o. Torma, B OTCYTCTBUE CBUIIE-
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TeJieil, OH rpo3uJ ee YOUTh, €CIM OHAa KOMY-HUOYIb IIPOOOJI-
taetcs. Ha ceif pa3 oH cHavyasa 3acTaBWII 3aMOJTIATh €€ MaTh.
He Bo3znamepuics mu CTioapT IpUIUHUTE Bpe ele u Jpio?

— Kwupa, o, Kupa! — 3a61es1 oH mo-gypallku 1 CHOBa
HaBaJIWJICS IJICYOM Ha IBepb. ETo Tooc 3a3ByJan 94yTh MsTYE,
cioBHO CTIOApT OBLT y3Ke He IMPOYb OTCTYITUTD.

Hasrerast Ha THIpb, OHM KIAJX B3pbIBa, HO MbSHUIIA 3a-
MOJIYaJl, TOTOM TOMSTUIICS, CITYCTUIICS MO JIECTHULIE, U CHU3Y
OoJibllie HEe JOHOCWJIMCH 1aru. Bce cTuxio.

Marb Toxe He uznaBajia HU 3ByKa, U 3TO ObLIO paBHOCUJIb-
Ho KoHI1y cBeTa. OHa 3aTuxjia TaM, BHU3Y, TO JIU MepTBasi, TO
71 6€3 CO3HAHUSI, MOTOMY UYTO MHaYye 00s13aTeSIbHO MOMHSIAChH
Obl HaBepx W jgana otnop Mmep3asiy. Eciau 661 CTblo cHOBa
MOJHSII PYKy Ha ee aeTeld, J>XKo3u BbIllapamnajia Obl eMy BO
CHe Iiasa.

Tsanaynuck ceKyHabl, MUHYTBI. Kupa yxe He mtakana. Oda
cUIeNIX Ha Kpal KpOBaTH U YeT0-TO XKIajlu: 3ByKa, rojioca,
cTyka B aBepb. Ho 1iapuia 3j10Belas TUIIMHA.

Haxkownerr JIpio mpolienTant:

— Hapo 4to-TO Henatk.

Kupa Huuero He oTBeTMIIA.

— TIloiioy mocMoTplo, Kak TaM Mama, — IPOU3HEC OH. —
Tw1 3anpucsk 3aech. JlamHo?

— He xonu.

— S momxen. C MaMO¥f 4TO-TO He TaK, MHAYe OHa OBl
MOJHSJIACH clofa. YBepeH, aeia mioxu. CUau THXO, 3alIPUCh.

Jp1o yopa 3KeJle3HbIi IThIPb U TUXO OTBOPWII ABephb. BHU-
3y HUYETO He OBbLIO BUAHO, KpOME TEMHOTHI B TOME U CJ1Iab0To
cBeTa (poHaps Ha Kpbliblie. Kupa BeimycTria 6pata u cpasy
3anepinach. OH cTaj cmycKaThesl, CXKHUMasl B KyJlake OaJlJIoH-
YUK Y MeUTasg O TOM, YTOOBI IIPLICHYTh OTPABOI CYKUHY ChIHY
B JIUIIO, YCTPOMUTD €My OXKOT TIJjIa3, a JIy4llle BOOOIIE OCJICTIUTD.
Hpto npurajicsi MeIJIEHHO, OCTaHABJIMBasICh HA KaXa0il CTy-
MeHbKe, CTapasich He U31aBaTh HU 3ByKa. B rocTuHOl OH 3a-
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Mep u npuchymancs. M3 cnaasau CtioapTa, 1Bepb B KOTOPYIO
HaxoJIMWIach B KOHIIE KOPOTKOIO KOPpUAOpPa, JOHOCUINCH eJie
CJIbIlIHbBIE 3BYKU. Jpio ene nmomoxnan: Bapyr CTioapt, Ha-
naBaB JI>ko3u TYMakoB, BCe K€ OTHEC ee B mocTesib? B KyxHe
ropel cBeT. OH 3arJIsIHyJI TyIa U YBUIE] HEIIOABUXKHBIC TOJIbIE
CTYIIHM MaTepH, IIOTOM €€ UKpHL. [{pIo OoImycTujIcs Ha KOJIEHH,
IIpoJie3 Mo CTOJIOM, MOJI4a Ioaepraj ee 3a pyKy. Mep3aBua
MOT IIpUBJIeYb J11I000i 3ByK. OH BUIE]l OOHAXXKECHHYIO TPyIb
MaTepu, HO ObUI CIIMIIIKOM HamyraH, YTOOBI CMYTUThCA. [pio
TepeOwn JIxkos3u, 1mernya:

— Mawma, Mmama, OYHUCH!

Ona He pearupoBaja. JleBas mojoBHMHa ee Julla Moda-
rpoBejia U pa3ayiiach, [Ipro ObUT yBepeH, UYTO OHA HE ABIIINT.
OH BBITED TIJIa3a, OTIPSIHYJ, BBINOJ3 B MPUXOXYI0. JIBepb
B cnaibHIO CTI0apTa ObljIa OTKPBITA, TAM TOpeJ CJIa0blil CBET,
u Hdpro, NpUriasaeBIIMCh, pa3indni CBUCABIINE C KPOBaTU
caroru — M3 3MEMHOU KOXHU, OCTPOHOCHIE, €ro JIIOOUMBIE.
[pro BeIIpsIMMWIICSA M TIpubau3miicsa. Ha KkpoBaTu ¢ IIMPOKO
PACKMHYTBIMU HaJl TOJOBOM pyKaMu, IOJHOCTbIO OACTHII
Ipeix, moxpansiBasi, CtioapT Kodep. JIpro cMoTpen Ha HEero
C JIIOTON HEHABUCTHIO.

ITotoMm oH Oerom mpeonoJien JiecTHUIly. Kupa oTKphLia
eMy IBepb, U JIp1o KPUKHYJIL:

— Omna MeptBas, Kupa! Mama ymepna. Ctioapt yousn ee.
OHa JIeXXUT MepTBasi B KyxXHe Ha MOJy.

Kupa ornpsinyna, 3apbigaia, oOXBaTUB OpaTa pyKaMMu.
BaBoeMm oHU CITyCTWIMCH BHU3, MIPUIIJIM B KYXHIO, IIPUTION-
HsUTM MaTepu rojioBy. Kupa miakajia u menTajia:

— OuyHuCh, MaM, Hy, ITOXKAJTYICTa, OYHUCH!

Jpro HEeyBEpEeHHO B3I JIEBYIO KMCTh JIXK0O31M U MOIIBITAII-
Csl HaIYIIaTh MYJbC, XOTS He ObUI YBEpPEH, UTO JeJIacT 3TO
MPaBUIIBHO.

— Hamo 3BoauTs 911, — CKa3a OH.

— TI'me Crioapt? — cnpocuna Kupa, o3upasics.

— B noctenu, ciut. Kaxercs, BeIpyoucs.
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— 4 moGyny ¢ mamoii. [1o3BoHU THI.

Hpro moies B TOCTUHYIO, CHSUI TpYOKy 1 HaOpai 911. ITo-
cJIe TOJITOTO OXUITAHMS pasfayics TOJI0C TUCIIeTIepa:

— 911. Yto y Bac npousonuio?

— Moo mats youn Crioapt Kodep. OHa mepTBa.

— ToI KTO, CBIHOK?

— A Hpro I'sm61. Moo maTb 30BYT I’ko3u. OHa MepTBa.

— TI'me ThI >xuBemIL?

— B nome Crioapta Kodepa Ha bapt-poyn, 14, 14. Tlo-
XajlyiicTa, MPUIUIMTE KOro-HUOYIb, HAM HYXKHa MMOMOIILb.

— Oog3zatenbHo! K BaMm yxe enyT. [oBopuIllb, OHa MepT-
Ba? OTKyaa Thbl 3HaelIb 3T0?

— Omna He abiuT. IToroMy uto CTI0ApT ONSITH €€ U30UII,
Kak Bcerna.

— Crioapt Kodep noma?

— [Ma, 310 ero mom, MBI 3ech ITpocTo XuBeM. OH OITSITh
BEPHYJICS ITbSIHBIN 1 13011 Moo MaTh. OH yous ee. Mbl Bce
CJIBIILIAJIH.

— I'ne oH ceituac?

— B kpoBatu, kpenko crut. Iloxanyiicta, ckopee!

— He Bemait TpyoKy, Xopo1io?

— Her, MHe Hazo K MaMe.

Hpro 6pocuii TpyOKy M CTSIHYJI Iuien ¢ auBaHa. Kupa nep-
»KaJyia royioBy JIxKo3u y ce0sl Ha KOJIEHSIX, HEXKHO IIaauia ee
10 BOJIOCaM, TIlaKayia ¥ TIOBTOpSsLIA:

— Hy, nagHo, mama, Hy, Ipoiry Te0si, OYHUCH... IToxa-
nyiicra, ounucs! He ocrasisait Hac, MmaMa.

I p1o HAKpBUT MaTh TUIEIOM M CeJl OKOJIO €¢ HOT. 3aKMy-
PUBIINMCH 1 HAMOPIIMB HOC, OH ITBITAJICI MOJUTHCI. oM
MIPUTUX, TUITUHY HapyIIaja JUIIb Jerer Kupbl, yMoIsB-
et Mmatb ouHyThes. i MunyThl, JIpto yroBapuBai ceds
rmepecTaTh IUIAKaTh U XOTb YTO-TO TPEINPUHATH, YTOOBI
3alIUTUTH ceds1 u cecTpy. CTroapT ApbIX, HO MOT B JIt0OOM
MOMEHT MPOCHYTHCS; 3aCTaHET UX BHU3Y — B30ECUTCS U 3a-
JAaCT Kapy.
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Tak yxe ObIBano: ombsSHEHHUE, 37100a, yrpo3bl, modou,
OecnaMsITCTBO, MPOOYKAEHNE — U BCE TO XK€ caMoe I10 HO-
BOMY KpYTY.

W3 crianbHu JoHeccs TPOMKMIA Xparl U ellle KAKWe-TO IThs-
HbIe 3BYKHU, 1 JIpio ucmyraics, 4yto CTioapT IpoOCHETCS.

— Twuxo, Kupa, — monpocut oH, HO OHA He YCIIBIIIAa,
cecTpa ObliIa B 1110Ke, MPOo10JIKalla TIaauTh MaTh U O0JIMBATh-
Ccsl CIe3aMu.

[pto MeIJIeHHO OTOILLE] OT HUX Y MOKMHYJ KyxHIo. B Ko-
PUIOpPE OH MPUTHYJICS W Ha LIBITIOUKaX MOAKpPasCs K CIajibHe,
rne HeroABMXKHO Jiexxan Ctioapt. Ero canmoru mo-npexHemy
CBEIIMBAJIUCh C KPOBATH, MO/ TPY3HBIM TE€JIOM CKOMKAaJIOCh
MOKpbIBaJIO. POT OB IIMPOKO pa3svHYT — XOTb MYyX TyJAa Ha-
nyctu. pio He CBOAUII C HEro a3, Tblaas ciensiieif, CBo-
JsIe ¢ yMa HeHaBUCThIO. DTOT Mep3aBell YOuJI, B KOHIIE
KOHIIOB, UX MaTh MOCJIe MHOTOMECSIYHBIX MOMBITOK pacipa-
BUThCA ¢ Hell. Crenylomne Ha ouepeau — oHu ¢ Kupoii. Ha
CTloapTa HeT ynpaBbl, [IOTOMY UTO Y HETO CBSI3U, CEPbE3HbIC
3HAKOMCTBA, CY/Isl 10 €r0 BeUHOMY XBacTOBCTBY. OHM Tpoe —
MyCTOe MECTO, «OeJIblii MycOop», OTBEpPXKEHHBIE U3 MOCEIKa
Ha KoJiecax, To Ju aeno CToapT — BAMSTeNIbHaAs QuUrypa,
3eMJieBJajaelel], ooagareab 3HaYKa.

[ pio monsiTuiIcs, BLIMJISIHY/I B KOPUIOP W YBUIET MaTh Ha
MOJy ¥ CECTPY, AEPKABIIYIO Ha KOJICHSIX €€ TOJIOBY, pacKauyu-
BaIOLIYIOCSI, TUXO CTOHYIIYIO U He BUISIIYIO HIYETO BOKPYT.
OH BepHYJICS B CITaJIbHIO, IIATHYI B YTOJ, K CTOJIMKY COOKY
OT KpPOBaTH, Ha KOTOPOU JiexKajia TOJICTast ITOPTyIIes U3 uep-
HOI KOXH, KOOYypa ¢ MUCTOJIETOM U 3HAYOK B (popMe 3BE3MbI.
Jplo BBITAIWI MUCTOJIET U3 KOOYPHI U BCIIOMHWII, KaKOil OH
TsKebIii. TaknM OpyKHMeEM, «IJIOKOM» Kaaubpa 9 MummmMe-
TPOB, TOJB30BAJIMCh BCce IMoMolIHUKM Iepuda. IpaBuma
3arnpeliajv NpukKacarbcsl K HeMy rpaxxkaaHckum jaunaM. Ho
CTr0apT 1JIeBaTh XOTeJ Ha BCSIKME aypalikue Tpasuia. Omn-
HaXbl, TPE3BbIii, B PEAKOM JJIsl HEro 0J1aroayIiiHOM HacTpoO-
€HUU OH oTBeJ JIpro Ha rmacTOullle HeMoaaaeKy 1 CTal yYuTh
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ero obpaieHuIo ¢ nucrojieToM. CTIoapT BBIPOC C OPYyXUeM,
Hpro — HeT; CT0apT M3AeBaJICS Had MapHEM, HE YMEBIIUM
cTpensitb. OH XBacTalicd, YTO CBOETO TIEPBOTO OJIEHS 3acTpe-
JIUJT BOCbMMWJIETHUM MaJIbYUILIKOM.

Jp10o CTpeIsil TOTIa TPYSKABI M KaKIBIA pa3 IpOMaxXuBacs
MMMO MUILIEHH; €r0 MyTajIu oTaa4a 1 rpoxoT. CTioapT BIOBOJIb
MOU3eBaJICS HaJl eT0 pOOOCThIO, a ITIOTOM JIMXO BOTHAJI IIPSIMO
B IECATKY BCIO 000iiMY.

Hepxka nucroyieT B npaBoii pyke, JIpio BHUMaTeIbHO OC-
motpes ero. OH 3HaJl, YTO OpyXUe 3apsiKEeHO, MOo-APYroMy
y Crroapra He 6b1Basio. OH IepKal B CTeHHOM IIKady LeJIbIit
SIIUK C 3apsKEHHBIMU BUHTOBKAMU U IPOOOBUKAMMU.

Ho JIpro 1OHOCUJIKUCHh CTOHBI M mjaady Kupsl, mepea HUM
xpanen Ctblo. CKOpO HarpsiHeT TMOJIUIMSI, HO TOJIKY OT Hee
OyzeTt He OoJbllie, YeM paHblIe. BepHee, BooOIIe HUKAKOTIO
ToJKy. OHu He 3amuTIT dpio u Kupy naxe tenepsb, Koraa
UX MaTh JIEKUT Oe3abIXaHHasi Ha KyxoHHoM moiay. CTio-
apT Kodep, ee youiinia, craHeT JiraTb, U IOJUIMS BHOBb
noBepuT emy. Ilocie aToro JApio ¢ cecTpoil OXHIAeT elle
OoJiee MpayHoe Oyayllee, YeM paHblle, TPU KUBOM Ma-
TEpH.

OH BBIIIIET U3 CIIAJILHU C «IJIOKOM» B pyKax U IoOpel
B KYXHIO, TJie HU4ero He naMeHmioch. Cripocuin Kupy, npimmr
1M MaThb. BMecTo oTBeTa cecTtpa mpomojkajaa cCToHaTh. [Ipro
JBUHYJICS B TOCTUHYIO M TaM BBITJISHYJ U3 OKHA B TEMHOTY.
Ecnu y Hero ObUI OTell, OH ero He 3HaJl ¥ ceiidyac B KOTOPBIA
pa3 crpaimmBai ceds, rae rjaaBa ceMbu. e ToT Myapbiit ye-
JIOBEK, COBETYMK U 3alMTHUK? OHM ¢ Kupoii pociin, He 3Has
6e30macHOCTH, KaKylo 00eCIIeUnBaOT HOPMAaJIbHbIE POIUTEIIH.
OHU BUAEIN APYTUX OTIOB B ONMEKYHCKUX CEMbSIX, BCTpeUain
aJBOKATOB B CyJax 110 JieJlaM HECOBEPIICHHOIETHUX, TTBITAB-
LIMXCSI IOMOYb; HO UM HE 3HAKOMO TEIUTIOE OOBITHE MYKUIM-
HbI, KOTOPOMY MOXHO JOBEPUTHCS.

Tenepb OTBETCTBEHHOCTD Jieria Ha Hero, crapuiero. Ma-
TepU HET, 3HAUYUT, y JIpio He ocTajoch BEIOOpA: OH JOJKEH
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