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oT ARToPA

Ecan 6 BEI MOTAH BEpPHYThHCS B IIPOIIAOE, B T€ BPEMEHA,
Koraa xua Topak, To ero Mup mokasaacst OsI Bam, ¢ 0A-
HOIl CTOPOHBI, YAUBHTEABHO 3HAKOMBIM, a C APYTOi —
COBEpIIEHHO HEBEAOMBIM. BeAb 3TOT Mup cymiecTBOBaA
IIECTh THICSY A€T Hasaa, U Bclo Cepepo-3anasnyio Es-
poIy MOKPBIBAAH TOTAQ cAomIHEIE Aeca. [Tpomao yxe
HECKOABKO THICSTIEAETHI € TEX IOP, KaK 3aBEPIIHACS ACA-
HUKOBBII IIEPHOA, YK€ HCIE3AH MAMOHTHI U cabaeayOsie
TUIPEL, 4 ACPEBbS, TPABHI ¥ XKHBOTHbIE OBIAM [TOYTH Ta-
KHMH e, KaK Teleph, XOTS KOMBITHHIE, OOUTABIIHE B Ae-
cax, OBIAM TOpasA0 KPYIIHee HEIHENIHUX, U B, BEPOSTHO,
ObIAM OBI IOTPSICEHBI, BIIEPBBIE YBHAEB 3y0pa — rpoMaa-
HOTO AMKOTO OBIKA C TPO3HO TOPYALIMMHU POTaMH, POCT
KOTOPOTO B XOAKE AOCTHTAA ABYX METPOB.

A BOT AIOAH, HaceAsBIIME MUP Topaka, BEITASIAGAU
B TOYHOCTH KaK BBI Ad 5I: TEAO TAKOE K€, PYKH-HOTH TOXe
M MO3T PasBUT IIPHMEPHO Tak ke. B o0mem, nHomnaaxe-
TSIHUHOM BBI OBI CpeAr HUX cebs He YyBCTBOBaAM — IIPH
TOM YCAOBHH, ECTECTBEHHO, UTO 3HAAH OBl VX S3BIK, OACBA-
AMCB OBI, KaK OHH, a TAKKE HMEAH OBl COOTBETCTBYIOLIYIO
MAEMEHHYIO TaTYHPOBKY.



OAHaKo UX NPUBBIYKYU U o6bI4al MoKasaAuch ObI BaM
COBEPIIEHHO OTAMYHBIMH OT HallIuX. Byayun oxoTHHKamu
Hu coﬁupaTeAﬂMH, OHH )XHMAH HeOOABIIMMU TpyMIaMH, bes
KOHIIA NIEPEABHUTASICh C MeCTa Ha MecTo. FIHoraa crosHka
yCTpauBaAach BCETO HA ABA-TPH AHS, KaK, HAIIPUMEDP, 3TO
AEAAAH Topak 1 €T0 OTel] — AIOAH M3 maeMeHn Boaka,
a MHOTAQ TPYIINA JKHAQ HA OAHOM MECTE LICABII MECSI] HAH
AQKE LIEAOE AETO, MOAOOHO AIOASIM U3 MTAEMEHHU Bopona
uan KabaHa. 3eMAep€ANS OHU ellle HE 3HAAH, OHO npu-
IIAO K HUM HECKOABKO MO3Xe, ¢ BocToka, M MHCEMEHHO-
CTH Yy HHUX TOXE He OBIAO; HE 3HAAM OHHU U KOAECA, U Me-
TaAA 06pa6aTBIBaTL He yMeau. BnpoueM, koaeco 1 MeTaaA
6b1AK 1M He 0cobeHHO 1 Hy>kHEL. OHH 11 6€3 HEX OTAHYHO
YMEAHU BEDKHBATH B AFOOBIX ycaoBusix. OHU 3HAAH O XKH-
BOTHEIX, ACPEBBAX, TPABAX, KAMHSIX U A€CAX ITOYTH BCE,
4TO MOXXHO O HHX 3HATh, H OTAUYHO MPEACTABASIAH cebe,
TA€ ¥ KaK MOXKHO HAalTH MAH CACAATH TO, YTO UM HYXKHO.

Ha moi1 B3rasia, ONPEACACHHE «OXOTHHKHU U c06Hp3~
TEAH>» HE COBCEM TOYHOE, IOCKOABKY HaBSASHIBACT 06paa
AIOAEH, KOTOPBIE MPOCTO CKUTAKTCSA MO TOH MAH HHOU
MECTHOCTH, nogﬁnpaﬂ BCE, YTO UM YAACTCS CAYYaiftHO
HaiiTi. Ha camoM >xe pAeae 3THM maeMeHaM AOIMOAANHHO
OBIAO H3BECTHO, KOTAQ TO HAH HHOE pacTeHHe HAYMHAET
ITAOAOHOCHTB, KOTAQ CO3PEBAIOT OPEXU HAHM HY)XHBIC UM
TPaBhl H LIBETHI, TAC OHH PACTyT, B KAKOE€ BpeMsI roAa KO-
pa AcpeBbeB Hauboaee MPHUTOAHA AAS TIACTEHHS BEPEBOK
HAH KOP3HH, KOTAQ M B KAKHX PEKAX AOCOCH HAET K BEPXO-
BbSIM Ha HEPECT, KOTAQ OACHH cﬁpaCBIBaIOT pora, a TaKke
MHOTO€E APYTOE.



Ecau Bam uHTEpecHO, OTKyAa 00 3TOM y3HaAa s, TO
IPU3HAIOCh: MHOTOE S IOYEPIIHYAA U3 APXEOAOTHH — Ha-
YKH, HU3YYaIOI€ll CAEABI, KOTOPBIE OCTABHAM 3TH IIAEMEHA
B CBOMX A€CaX, UX OPYXKHE, OCTaTKH HX IHIIH, OAEKABI
n xuaunm. Ho sto eme pcasexo He Bce. KakoBb! 6b1AHM MbIC-
AU 3THX AIoAeti? Bo uto oHn BEPHUAHN? Kax BOCIPHHUMAAH
KH3HB U CMEPTb U OTKYAQ IPUIIAY B 3TH Aeca? UToOk aTO
Y3HATh, Sl H3y4aAa )KHU3Hb O0Ace OAMBKIX HAM O BpeMe-
HU IIA€MEH, H IIOHbIHE 3aHUMAIOIINXCS OXOTOH U cOOH-
PaTeABCTBOM, HAIIPUMEP HEKOTOPHIX HHAEHCKUX AEMEH
AMepHKH, a Taxoke HHYUTOB (HAH 3CKHMOCOB), XHUBYLIETO
B IO>xHOi1 AdpuKe HApOAA CaH U SMOHCKUX afHOB.

OAHaKo AAST MEHS NO-NIPEXKHEMY HEPENIEHHBIM OCTa-
BAaACSl BOIIPOC: YTO K€ 3TO Takoe — XUTh B Aecax? Ka-
KOBa Ha BKyC eAoBasi cMoaa? Mau oaenre cepane? Man
BSIA€HAS AOCSTHHA? MOXXHO AM CIIaTh B OTKPBITOM C OA-
HOJ1 CTOPOHBI IAAAIIE, KAK 3TO AEAAIOT AIOAH NTAEMEHH
Bopomna?

K cuacTrio, 3T0 0Ka3aA0CH BIIOAHE MIOCTHXKUMEBIM — AO
OIIPEAEAEHHOI CTENEHH, Pa3yMEETCs], — II0TOMY 4TO 3Ha-
YHTEABHAS YACTh TEX BEAMKHX AE€COB COXPAHHAACh U AO CHX
nop. 51 Tam He pas GbIBaAa, M IIOPOIT MHE XBaTaAO TPEX Ce-
KYHA, YTOOBI BepHYTBCSI Ha IIECTH THICSY AeT Haszaa. Koraa
B [IOAHOYB CABIIIHIIE PEB OAATOPOAHOTO OACHS, HAH BAPYT
BHAMIIb, YTO TBOH CAE€A NPECHOKONHO MEPECEKAET CAEA
BOAKQ, HAH TIPHXOAHUTCS OOBSICHSITE BECbMA CEPAHTOMY Ha
BHA MEABEAIO, UTO ThI HE INIPEACTABASIEIIb AAS HETO OIac-
HOCTH, HO M OXOTUTBCS Ha TeOsI TOJKe He CTOHT... BoT Toraa
H 4yBCTBYEIIb, YTO BOKPYT — Mup Topaka.



3aBepImast CBoe BCTYIIHTEABHOE CAOBO, SI XOTeAa OBI
OOAATOAAPHTH TEX, KTO OYEHb IIOMOT MHe: Hopmy I'la-
TOCaAMH, KOTOpast Obiaa Moeit IIpoBosKaToii B aecax Ce-
BepHOiT DHHASHANH, TO3BOAMAA MHE [IOAYAETH B Oepec-
TSHYIO AYAKY, TI0Ka3aAa, KaK COXPAaHHTh OTOHb B KAOUKE
TACIOIETO MXa, H AAAQ MHOXKECTBO APYTHX YPOKOB OXOTHI
M BRDKHMBAHHS B 9THX AMKHX A€CaX; U MHCTepa AeppHKa
Koiiaa, crapurero cmorpureast BOpoHoB Tayapa, koTopalit
TMIO3HAKOMHA MEHSI C HeKOTOPBIMH NOHCTHHE aBIyCTeHIIH-
MH OTHIBUMH ocobamu. YTo 5ke KacaeTcs BOAKOB, TO TyT
S B HEOIIAATHOM AOATY Iiepea paboramu Assuaa Mexa,
Maiikaa Qoxca, Aynca Kpaiicaepa u [llona 9aanca. M Ha-
KOHel, s 04eHb baaropapHa cBoemy arenty I Turepy Kokcy
u cBoeMy u3pareato Guone KenHean 3a moaAepikKy H He-
HCCSIKAEMBII SHTY3Ha3M.

Muwens Lleisep, 2004



’ I Topak B3APOTHYA U IIPOCHYACS, XOTS CIIaTh,
BoOO1I1[e-TO, He cOOHpaAcs.

Kocrep mouru poropea. CeepryBmmch Kayokom
B XPYIIKOI1 PAKOBUHE UCXOAMBIIIETO OT YTOABEB CBe-
Ta, Topak BrasiapiBaacs B rposuyio temy Aeca. Ho
TaK HHYero u He pasrasiaea. Y caprmmo Toxe Hirgero
He 6b1A0. A 9TO, ecAl 3Bepb BepHYACs? Uro, ecan oH
CAEAWT 32 HUM M3 TEMHOTHI CBOUMH TOPSIIMMHU TAQ-
3aMu yOUiIIp?

Topax sameps, BHyTpH OblA2 KAKas-TO CTPaHHAS
nycrota. OH MOHUMAA, YTO HAAO [TOECTH, YTO Y He-
ro OOAMT pyka, 9TO rAasa MIMIAET OT YCTAAOCTH



1 OecCOHHOIT HOYH, HO BCe 3TO, B obmieM, Ob1A0 emy
6e3spasanyno. Bcio HOUb OH mpsITAACS OA pasBaAu-
HaMU IIAAAIIa, CAEAAHHOTO M3 €AOBBIX Aall, U Oec-
CHABHO CMOTpeA, KaK ero oTel] HCTeKaeT KPOBBIO.
Hey>xean Bce 310 IpoHCcXOAUT C HUMH?

Beas Bcero aumsp Buepa — MOAYMAaTh TOABKO,
Buepa! — OHHU CTPOMAU IIAAAII B OCEHHUX TOAY-
Ob1x cymepkax i Topak mIyTHA, a OTeL] CMESIACS ero
myTkaM. [ Bapyr Aec caoBHO B3opBaacs. [Tocasr-
IIAAVICH KPUKH BOPOHOB. 3aTpentaau cocHsl. M us
MpaKa, y>Ke AeXKaBIIETO IIOA AePEBBSIMH, BOSHHK CO-
BepIIeHHO YepPHBIH CI'YCTOK ThMBI — OTPOMHOE CBU-
perioe CyIecTBO B 00AUYbE MEABEASL.

CMmepThb BAPYT OKa3aaachk coBceM psiaom. Crpar-
HBle OCTpBle KOTTH. AeaeHsIee KPOBb pHYaHHE
AUKOTO 3Bepsl, TAKOe TPOMKOe, YTO U3 yIIel TeKAa
KpoBb. OAHUM YAQPOM AaIIBl YYAOBHUIIIE PA3METAAO
X maaaii, Habpocuaocs Ha orna Topaka, cTpamHo
pacropoB eMy OOK, U TYT Xe HCUe3A0, PACTBOPHAOCH
B Aecy, TOYHO 6€3MOABHBII TyMaH.

Ho 4ro 3T0 32 MeaBeADb TaKoii, eCAM OH MOAKpa-
ABIBaeTCSI K AIOASIM, 2 IOTOM BAPYT HCYe3aeT, TaK
HHKOro U He youB? YTO 3TO 32 MEABEAD TaKOI1, eCAU
OH HUTPAET CO CBOEH KePTBOM, KaK KOIIKA C MBIIIBIO?

H rae oH celiuac, 3STOT MEABEAD?
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3a npeaeAaMH OCBEIIEHHOro KocTpoM Kpyra To-
PaK HIYETo He MOT PasTASIAETb, HO 3HAA, YTO BCSI I10-
ASIHA 3aBaA€HA CAOMAHHBIMU MOAOABIMH A€pPeBLIAMU
M PaCTONTAHHBIMU AUCTHSIMHU ManopoTHHKOB. OH
YyBCTBOBAA 3aIlaX COCHOBOIT CMOABI U B3PHITOH KO-
Tsimu 3eMAH. [1larax B ppALIaTH HErpOMKO U MMeYaAb-
HO GopmoTaa pydeit. ToT MeABeAb MOT IPHTAHTHCS
TA€ YTOAHO.

Psaom 3acTonaa orery. OH MeAACHHO OTKPBIA [AQ-
3a 1 ocMoTpeA Ha Topaka, CAOBHO He y3HaBas €ro.

Y MaabuMKa CKaAOCH CepAlie.

— Ort0 s, — mpomentaa oH. — Tebe oueHp
60ABHO?

Ha cMyraom xyAoM Antle OTIIa IPHMAca CTPaAAHHSL
[Ilexn caerxa moAKpamieHsl cepoil TAMHOI, YTOOHI
Ayyie ObIAO BUAHO IIA€MEHHYIO TATYHPOBKY Ha CKYy-
Aax. AAHHHbBIE TeMHbIE BOAOCHI CAHIIAKCH OT ITOTA.

Pana 6p1aa Takoit raybokoii, uto xoraa Topak
caerka o0Tep ee Kpast MXOM, TO YBHAEA, KaK B CBe-
Te KocTpa mobaecknsaioT BHyTpeHHOCTH. OH A2XKe
3y6aMu CKPHUITHYA, CAEpPXKUBASI TOAKATHBIIYIO TOII-
HOTY H HaAesICh, YTO OTel] He 3aMeTHA, KaK OH HC-
nyraacs. Ho orer, pasymeercs, sametia — oH 65b1a
OXOTHHKOM H 3aMeYaA BCe.

— Topak... — BBIAOXHYA OH H, IPOTSIHYB PYKY,
CKAA AAAOHD CHIHA TOPSYMMH ITAABIIAMH.
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Y Topaka nepexsaryiao ropao. O6bIMHO MaAeHb-
KHe CBIHOBBSI BOT TaK IIEIIASIIOTCS 32 OTLIOBCKYIO Py-
KY, 2 He Ha00OpOT.

«Yt0 X, — MOAYMaA OH, — IIPHAETCS TeIepsh
MHe ObITh MyXunHOil. HyxHo mocraparscst Mbic-
AUTB TPE3BO>.

— Tyt y Hac emje HeMHOTO CYXOTO TBICSYEAHCT-
HUKA OCTaAOCh, — CKa3aA OH OTIIy, CBOOOAHOII py-
KOI pOSICh B MEIIOYKE C IjeAeOHBIMH TpaBaMU. —
51 Aymao, 3TO OMOXeET OCTAHOBUTb...

— OcrtaBb ThIcsIeAUCTHHK cebe. ThI TOXXe Bech
B KPOBH.

— Ho mue coBcem ne 60apHO! — coBpaa Topak.

MeaBeab MIBBIPHYA ero mpsiMo Ha Gepesy, U oH
cHABHO 000ApaA 60K, A2 U Ha A€BOIT pyKe OBIAA TAY-
Ookast paua.

— Topax... yxoau. I'lpsimo ceituac. [loka on ne
BEPHYACSL.

Topax ycTaBHACS Ha OTIIa, OTKPBIA OBIAO POT, HO
TaK ¥ He CMOT IPOU3HECTH HH CAOBA.

— Th1 pAOAKeH, — HacTaHBaA oTel].

— Her. Her, 5 ne mory...

— Topax... s ymupatw. Ha sape s ympy.

Topak cTHCHYA aABIIAMH MeIIOYeK C LieAeOHBIMU
TpaBaMu. B yImax cTosiA oraynuTeAbHsI pes.

— Oreuw...
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— Aaii MHe... BCe TO, 4YTO HEOOXOAMMO AASI Iy Te-
mectBus B Ctpany MepTBbIX, 2 TOTOM cobepu cBOH
BEIIU U YXOAH.

Topax moxaunyacs: «Crpana Meprsrix! Her!
Her!»

Ho B3rasia oTiia ocTaBaAcs HelIPeKAOHHBIM.

— Moit ayk, — mpukasaa oH. — Tpu cTpeasL.
Ocraabuble Bo3pMH cebe. Tam, KyAa 5 HAY... OXOTHTB-
CS1 OYEHD AETKO.

Topak sameTHA, 4TO Ha KOAeHe Y Hero, OOTSIHY-
TOM IIITAHAMU U3 OA€Hbeil IKYPHI, 00pasoBasach He-
OoABIIAS ABIPA, M H30 BCEX CHA BOH3HA B OOHaXKHB-
IIYIOCS IIAOTH HOTOTh OoAbmIOro naskia. Crapaacs
cAeAathb cebe Kak MOXKHO OOABHEe H COCPEAOTOUHTh-
¢ Ha 3Toli OoAH.

— Eay He 3a06yAb, — 3aABIXasiCh, IPOAOAXKAA
otell. — Bsiaenoe msco... BosbMu Bce cebe.

Topax y>xe A0 kpoBH pacriapanaa cebe KOAeHO, HO
IPOAOAXKAA TeP3aTh €ro HOI'TeM, YTOOBI He AyMaTh
0 ToM, Kak oTer] otipasutcs B Ctpany Meprssix. To-
paKy 65140 Bcero ABeHaAnath AeT. Kak e oH BbDKH-
BeT B Aecy opun? OH aToro npocro ere He ymeer!

— Topax! Yxoan!

CrapaTteabHO Moprasi, YTOOBI He 3amaakath, 1o-
PaK AOCTaA OTIIOBCKMIT AYK U IIOAOXHA €TI0 PSAOM
¢ ymupatomum. I lorom pasaeana ocrapmmuecs ctpe-
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ABI, PaHS APOXKAIIHe MaABLBI 00 OCTpble KpeMHEBbIe
HAKOHEYHHKH. 3aKHUHYA 32 ITA€YO AYK U KOAYAH CO
CTPEAAMH U CTAA PHITHCS B IPYAE €AOBBIX BETOK B I1O-
HCKaX CBOEro TONOPHKA U3 YepHOro Oasaspra. 3a-
IIAEYHYIO KOP3HHY H3 BETOK OPEITHUKA MEABEAD U3-
AOMAaA BAPBIST, TaK YTO OCTaABHBIE IIOKUTKH Topaxy
IIPHIIAOCH CYHYTS 32 I1a3yXy UAH [IPUBSI3ATh K MOSICY.

3aTeM OH CKaTaA CBOII CITAABHBIN MEIIOK U3 OAe-
HBEH IIKYPBL.

— Bo3bMu Ayumie Moif, — yCABIIIAA OH IIENOT
otija. — CBoIi THI TaK H He... mo4uHHA. M HOX Mol
TOXXe BO3bMH, @ MHE OCTaBb CBOI.

Topax npumrea B yxac:

— Her, Hox TBOI 5 HU 3a 9yTO He Bo3pMy! OH
Tebe camoMy nmoHap06uTCs!

— Tebe on nonapo6utcs 6oasbme. A MHe... IpH-
ATHO OYAET UMeTh YTO-TO TBOE, KOTAQ SI OTIPABAIOCH
B Ctpany MepTBHIX.

— Oren, noxaayiicra... I loxaayiicTa, He Hapo...

[Ae-To XpycTHYyAQ BeTKa.

‘Topax MrHOBEHHO BCKOYHA U 00epHYACSL.

TeMa BOKpyT OblAa COBepIIEHHO HeIpOHHUIae-
moit. Ho kyaa 651 oH HU mOcMOTpea, eMy BCIOAY Me-
PEIIHACS CHAYST OTPOMHOTO MEABEASL.

B Aecy Hu BeTepka.

M nTuis! Toxxe MOAYAAHL.
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Topak cABIIAaA AMIIB HOTPECKHBAHHE KOCTpPa
u cTyK cobcTBenHoro cepana. Kasaaocs, Aec npu-
CAYIIMBAeTCs K 4eMy-TO, 3aTaUB ABIXaHHUE.

Orens cAu3HYA € T'Y0 KalleAbKH I10Ta U CKa3aA:

— Her, noka eme ero saecy Het. Ho ckopo...
CKOpO OH IIpUAeT 3a MHOIL... Toponucs. He 3a6yab:
HOXH.

Topaky coBceM He XOTEAOCh MEHSITBCS C OTIIOM
HoxXaMH. Beab 210 03Havaro 6b1 xoHer. Ho oten
BHUMAaTEABHO CACAMA 32 HHM, U [A232 €0 CMOTPEAU
CTPOTO: OTKA3aThCs OBIAO HEAB3SI.

Ao 60au cTrcHYB 3y6b1, Topak BAOXKHA CBOIT HOX
B OTL[OBCKYIO pyKy. IloTom oTBsizaa y Hero ot mo-
sICa HOXKHBI C OXOTHHYBUM HOXOM. Hoxx y oT11a 6514
KPACHBBII H OYeHb OIACHBII; OH OBIA BRIpyOAeH U3
roAy0OIl CAIOASIHOI ITAACTHHBI U 10 GopMe Hallo-
MUHAA UBOBBII AHCT, 2 PYKOSITh, CACAAHHYIO H3 pOra
6AaropoAHOTo oAeHsI, oTel] 0OMOTaA AOCHHBIMU 3KH-
AAMH, U AepKaTh ee 66140 oyeHb yaobHo. Ho cTonao
Topaxy B3SITh 3TOT HOX B PYKH, KaK ero IIPOH3UAQ
MBICAB O TOM, 4YTO 3TO KOHell, 4TO Telleph eMy IIpHU-
AETCS )KUTh 0e3 OTIIa, 4TO OH y>Ke HayMHaeT roTo-
BUTBCSI K 3TOI JKU3HH....

— S e yiiay! 4 He ocTaBato Tebst! — 3akpudas
oH. — 5] 6yAy ¢ HUM cpakaTbCs H...

— Hert! 9Toro MepBeAss HUKOMY He OAOAETB!
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C BeTBeil OAMDKHUX AePEBbEB, XAOMAS KPBIABSIMH,
COPBAAUCH BOPOHBL

Y Topaka nepexBaTHAO ABIXaHUe.

— Caymrait, 9TO 5 cKaxy Tebe, — CO CBUCTOM
npolentaa orer,. — MeaBeab — A1000i1 MeABeAb —
CaMBIil CHABHBIII OXOTHHK B Aecy. M Tl mpexpacHo
310 3Haemb. Ho TOT MeABeAb... OH HAMHOTO CHABHEE. ..

I'lo cinne y Topaka 6eraan mypamnixu. OH, He OT-
PBIBasICh, CMOTPEA OTI]Y B FAa3a M BHAEA KPOIIEUHbIe
KPacHbIe )KHAKH, CETKOI IMOKpPhIBIIMe beakH, U Oes-
AOHHYIO TAyOUHY 3payKOB.

— Y0 3HAYMT — HAMHOTO? — TOXe IIEIIOTOM
crpocua oH. — Pasze...

— OTOT MEABEAD... OACP>KHM 3ABIMH AYXaMU. —
AHMI110 OTIIa CTAAO TAKUM MPAYHBIM, YTO YK€ IOYTH
HUYeM He HAIOMUHAAO €0 IpeXHee XKHBOE U Bece-
Aoe AUII0. — B HeM moceAHACs... KaKofi-To... 3A0M
ayx us Miuoro Mupa; us-3a Hero 3ToT 3Beph CTaA
TAaKUM CBHPEIIBIM.

3aTpemaAn yrau B KocTpe. TeMHbIe AepeBbs
CKAOHHAMCh HIDKe, TOYHO IPHCAYIINBAAHCD.

— 3011 Ayx? — mrenoToM nepecrnpocua Topax.

Orell IPUKPBIA TAa3a, COOMPASICH C CHAAMH.

— Teneps oH cymecTByeT TOABKO AASL TOTO,
4TOOBI YOUBATh, — C TPYAOM BBITOBOPUA OH. —
Yb6rer — u cuaa ero cpasy Bospacraet. 1 on Gyaer
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yOuBaTth Bce xuBoe BOKpyr. Atoboe xuBoTHOe. Afo-
0oro gyeaoBeka. | lorubuer Bcé. I Aec Toxe... — Jo-
AOC y Hero copBaacst. — Ente oann mMecsiiy — u Oyaer
HO3AHO. DTOT 3AOH AYX... CAUIIIKOM CHAEH...

— Bcero oann mecsan? Ho gro...

— Iloaymaii, Topak! Tk sxe sHaerp: HOYH, KO-
A2 KPacCHBII IAa3 ObIBaeT B 3eHUTe, CTpAlIHee BCe-
I0; TOTAQ 3ABIE AYXH OOpeTaloT HAHOOABIIYIO CHAY.
U Toraa sToT MeABeAb cTaHeT... Heysi3BUM. — Orery
C TPYAOM IlepeBeA ABIXaHHe, B CBeTe KOCTpa ObIAO
BHAHO, KaK MyYHTEABHO U cA200 ObeTCs )KHAKA Y He-
IO Ha Illee — BOT-BOT COBCeM 3aTHXHeT. — I xouy,
4TOOBI THI KOE B YeM MHE ITOKASIACS, — CKa3aA OTell.

— IloxasHyCh B 4eM yroaHo!

Orery ckasaa:

— Crynait Ha ceBep. ViaTu npuaercs MHOTO
aueit. Otpimu... Cesamennyio [opy... Tam obutaer
Beaunknit Ayx.

Topax HermoHMMaloIle CMOTpeA Ha OTI[A: TAa3a
ero OBIAM OTKPBITHL H YCTPEMAEHBI KYAQ-TO BAAAD,
CKBO3b BETBH Y HETO HaA TOAOBOI; OH CAOBHO BHACA
HEYTO TaKOe, YTO APYTUM BHUAETH He AQHO.

— Haiiau ee, — moBTOpHA OH. — OTO eAUH-
CTBEHHAS HAAEKAQ. ..

— Ho... BeAb HUKTO HUKOTAQ He Mor HaiiTu CBs-
menHylo Jopy. Hukro!
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— Thbr cmoxers.

— Ho xak? A me...

— Tebe momoxer... MPOBOXKATHIIL.

Topak 6p1a moTpsicen. Tak oTel; HUKOTAA C HUM
npexae He ropopua! Orery Ob1A YeAOBeKOM Aeli-
CTBUSI, HACTOSIIIM OXOTHHUKOM.

— Huuero He nonumaio! — Brikpukuya To-
pak. — Kaxkoii npoBoxxatsii? [ logemy s ooaxeH nc-
katb a1y Topy? 4 6yay Tam B GesomacHocTy, aa? Th
II03TOMY MeHS TyAa ITOChIAaemb? YToOs! s ciacest oT
3TOTO MeABEAS?

Orel ¢ TPyAOM OTOpBaA B3IASIA OT TEMHOTO Heba
1 HocMoTpea Ha cbiHa. M cmoTpea oH, cAoBHO mpu-
KHABIBaSI, CKOABKO eIlle TOPSI CMOXXET BBIHECTH 3TOT
maapuuk. [ToroM BApyT rpumaca 60Au HcKasHAa ero
AHIIO, U OH IIPOMLIENTAA:

— Ax, Kak THI 10H, Topax... s HAACSIACSI, UTO y Me-
H3l ellle ecTh BpeMsL. 5] BeAb Tak MHOTO He ycriea Tebe
pacckasars. ThL.. mocTapafics He BOSHEHABHAETD Me-
HSI 32 3TO... IOTOM.

Topaxk B yxxace cmoTpea Ha Hero. [ Torom Bckouna.

— Hawm ny>xna momoms. 4 moiiay u...

— Het! — 9OT0 KOpOTKOE CAOBO MPO3BYYAAO
C yaAuBuTeAbHOM cuaoil. — C mepBoro AHs TBoeil
KH3HHU 51 CTAPAACS AepXKaTh TeOs... B CTOPOHE OTO
BCEX, AXKe OT TBOETO POAHOro ImaeMeHH Boaxa. Aep-
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XKHUCh OT AloAel mopaabie, Topak! Ecau onu ysna-
IOT, Ha 4TO THI CIHOCO0EH...

— S He TIOHUMAIO, YTO THL...

— Her Bpemenu o6wscusars, — obopsaa
orenl. — Aait MmHe caoBo. [ lokasgHuch MOouM HO-
KOM... IOKASTHUCB, 4To Hafiaems Cesimennyio lopy
HAH YMPeIIIb, IBITASICh €€ OTBICKATb.

Topak a0 60au 3akycua rydy. He6o na Boctoke
32 AepeBBSIMH yXXe HAYHHAAO cepeTh. «Eme He mo-
pa! — B yxace aymaa oH. — Hert, moxaayiicTa, Beab
eme He opa!>»

— Kasnuce! — npoxpurea oter.

Topak omycTHACS Ha KOAGHHU H B3SA B PYKH OT-
IIOBCKHI HOX. DTO OBIA HOX B3POCAOTO MY>KYUHEL,
CAMIIIKOM OOABIIOI U TSDKEABIIT AASI ABEHAAIIATHACT-
Hero MaAb4HKa. Topak HEAOBKO IIPUKOCHYACS A€3BH-
eM K paHe y ce0s Ha IIpeATIAedbe, 3aTeM — K I1AedY,
A€ Ha KyPTKY y Hero OBIA HAIIUT KAOYOK BOAUBEI
IIKYpPBHI, 3HaK MAeMeHH Boaka. M aposkamum roao-
COM IPOU3HEC KASITBY:

— KpoBslo cBo€It, 4TO Ha 3TOM HOXe, H AyIIIAMU
CBOHMMH, BCEMH TPeMsl, KASHYCb, 4To Haiiay Casien-
Hyto Jopy. Mlau yMpy, IBITasich e OTBICKATB.

— Xoporio, — BHIAOXHYA oTell. — Xopomro. Te-
nepb Bce. Toabko HaHecH MHe Ha Au10 3Haku CMep-
TH U IIOTOPOINHUCH. MepBeAb... yxe O6AU3KO.
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Topak mouyyBcTBOBaA Ha rybax cOACHBIE CA€3HI
H CEPAUTO CMAaXHYA HX PYKOIL.

— Y MeHs OXpHI HeT, — IPOOOPMOTaA OH.

— Bospmu moso.

Kax B Tymane, Topak oTbickas MaAeHBKHUIT pes-
HOI1 $AAKOH U3 POra OAEHS, HEKOTAA IPUHAAACKAB-
LML €TO MATePH, BBITPSXHYA Ha AAAOHb YEPHYIO Ay-
OOBYIO 3aTBIYKY, BBICHIIIAA HEMHOTO IIOPOIIKA Kpac-
HOI1 OXPHI H... BAPYT 3aMep.

— S He Mory, — IpHU3HAACS OH.

— Moxems. Papu mens.

CaepxuBas peipanus, Topak cMouHA HOPOIIOK
CAIOHOIA, IIPSIMO Ha AAAOHU 3aMeIaA TYCTYIO Kalllu-
1y — BA@XKHAasI 0xpa OblAa ITOXOXKa Ha TeMHO-Kpac-
HYIO KPOBb 3¢MAU — H HapHCOBaA Ha KOXe OTIIa
MaAeHbKHE KpacHble KPY>KKH; 3TU KPYXKKH AOASKHBI
IIOMOYb AyIIaM YSHATh APYT APyTa U OCTaThCSI BMe-
CTe IIOCAE CMEPTH TeAa.

Buavaae oH 04eHb OCTOPOXKHO CHSA € OTLa Oam-
MaKH{ M3 IKYpbl 006pa 1 Ha KaXAOII ero IsITKe Ha-
PUCOBAA 110 KPY>KKY, IOMETHB €rO TEACCHYIO AYIIY.
3areM IOCTaBUA KPYXKOK HaA cepalleM, 0003HaYUB
aymy maemenu. CaeAaTb 3TO OKasaAoOCh HEIpoc-
TO — MeIlIaA CTapBIil IIPaM, TaK YTO Ha IPYAH y OT-
11a IOAYYHACS He KPYXKOK, a KpuBoBatslii oBaa. Ho
Topak HapesIACS, UTO COMAET H ITOT.

20



1 HakoHell OH CAGAAA CAMYIO BAXKHYIO OTMETHHY:
KpyXoK Ha A0y, obosnauaBmuit Hanyax oTia, ero
BHemH0W0 Aynty. K aTomy Bpemenu Topak 6b1a yxe
He B CHAAX CAeP)KUBATh CAE3BI, pyubeM H0o0OexaBIIne
IO IIeKaM.

— Teneps MHe Ayume, — mpolenTaA oTer, HO
Topak saMeTHA — M yXac CXKaA eMy cepalie, — 4TO
IyABCHpYIOIIasl XXUAKA Ha Ilee y oTia ObeTcs Bce
caabee.

— 'Ts1 He MOXeIIb yMepeTh! — BCKPUYAA OH. —
He mosxems!

Orer] mocMOTpeA Ha HETO AOATHUM TOCKAHBBIM
B3TASIAOM.

— Sl He ocTaBao Tebs, oTe, 1.

— Topaxk. Ter paa xastey. — Orter; momoa-
yaa. — Bce. Bospmu cebe... poxok ¢ oxpoit. Mue
oH boAblile He HyXXeH. A Tellepb IPUHECH BOABI U3
PYUBSI M CPa3y 5Ke YXOAH.

Topax momapua cpeAu BeTOK, HO OYPAIOK AASI BO-
ABI OKa3aACSI Pa3OPBaHHBIM B KAOUbs. «Huvero, —
PEIIHA OH, — I COPBY AMCTOK KOHCKOTO IJaBeAS
IOKPYIHell U IPUHECY OTIly HANUThCS. A IAAKaTh
Goabile HU 32 9TO He OyAy» . V1, cAoBHO mpuKassiBas
cebe He 1AaKaTh, 60ABHO HAAABHA Ha IAa3a KyAAKaMU.

Omn BcTaa, cobupasic 6exaTh K pydblo, U TYT YCABI-
1IIaA, KaK OTel] CHOBA IIPOIIENTAA erO UMSL.

— UYro, oter;? — obepuyacs k Hemy Topak.
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— Ilomuu. Koraa oxorumibcs, Bceraa CMOTpH,
4T0 y Tebst c3apm. Sl... Bceraa HamomuHaA tebe 06
stoMm. — Caabasg yaptbka TpoHyaa ryOsr oTija. —
A TBI Beerpa... 00 aToM 3a6s1Baa. OXOTHHK AOAKEH
3HATh, YTO Y HETO 32 CITMHOIL TbI ITOHSIA?

Topax xuBHYA. M Toxe MOMBITAACS YABIOHYTHCSL.
A notom onpoMeTs0 OPOCHACS CKBO3b MOKpBIE 13-
IIOPOTHHUKH K PYUBIO.

Caeraero. B umcrom Bospyxe pasaMBaAMCH
yTpeHHHe apoMaThl. 11 moBcioay Boxpyr kpoBoTo-
YUAM M3pAHEHHbBIE MEABEAEM ACPEBbSI, POHSISI Ha
3€MAIO CBOIO 30AOTHCTYIO KPOBb-CMOAY. A AyXH IIO-
KaACYEHHBIX AePEeBbeB THXOHBKO CTOHAAH OT 60AH
II0A YTPEHHUM BETEPKOM.

Topax moabexaa x pyusto. Hap rycteivu namo-
POTHUKAMH IIABIA TYMaH; BBl MAKaAH B TEMHYIO
XOAOAHYIO BOAY CBOU AAMHHBIE IAABIBL BricTpo
OTASIABIINCH, [OpaK cOpBaA CaMblif KPYIHBII AUCT
KOHCKOTO IIIaBeAs] H IIIATHYA K BOAE, TYT JKe YBSISHYB
B MSTKOM KPacHOM TAMHE.

U Bapyr 3amep.

Bosae 1paBoii HOTH OH YBHAEA OTIIEUATOK IIEPEA-
Heil Aarbl MeABeAs. UyAoBHIHBIN caep ObIA pasa
B ABa OoAbIlle TOAOBBI TOpaka M COBCeM CBEXHII;
OBIAM BHAHBI A2Ke TAyOOKHe SIMKH, TA€ CTpAIlIHble
AAMHHbIE KOI'TH TAYOOKO BOIIAH B 3€MAIO.

OTASIHUCB, TOPAK!
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OH pesko obepHyAcs.

HBe1. Oapxa. Ean.

U HuKakoro MeABeA .

CepAlie TAYXO YAQPUAO B TPYAH.

C cocepHell BETKH CA€TEA Ha 3eMAI0 BOPOH —
MaABYHK AQOKe IOATIPBITHYA OT HEOXKUAAHHOCTH. Bo-
POH, CAOXHB XECTKHe YePHbIe KPbIAS, BHUMATEAD-
HO OCMOTpeA Ha Topaka raasaMu-0ycCHHAMH, TPSIX-
HYA TOAOBOI, KOPOTKO KaPKHYA U ITOAETEA IIPOYb.

Topax 6bICTPO MOBEPHYACS B Ty CTOPOHY, KYAQ,
KaK eMy I10Ka3aA0Ch, YKa3bIBaA BOPOH.

Temusle cTBoABI THCOB. OOBHCIINE €AOBBIE AAITHL.
[ycras, HenmpoxoauMas yamia.

Ho B raybune aT0i yamu — B AeCSTH IIarax ot
Hero, He DoAee, — BETKH €ABa 3aMETHO IIEeBEABHY-
Auch. Tam siBHO KTO-TO OB1A! KTO-TO OrpOMHBIiL...

Topax momsITaACst BBAOXHYTh CBOOOAHEE, CAEP-
XaTh pasberasuiecst B MaHUKE MBICAH, HO pasyM
OTKa3bIBAACS €My IOBUHOBAThCSL.

Oren Bceraa BHYIIAA €My, YTO TAABHOE B MeA-
BeAe — €ro CIOCOOHOCTh ABHTAThCS COBEPLIEHHO
becrrymHO. MeABeAb MOXKET CAEAUTH 32 TO0OIA, Ha-
XOASICh OT Te0SI B ACSITH IIarax, Ho Thl 00 3TOM HH-
Koraa He porapaentbest. OT MeABeA S HeT 3alUThL. bl
He MoxKelb OexxaTs ObicTpee, yeM oH. He moxers
B300paThCs Ha AepeBO BhIIIIe, YeM OH. B opnHOUKY
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C HUM HH 32 4TO He cripaBuThcst. Ho Moo, roBopra
OTell, U3YYHTh €r0 MOBAAKU U MOIBITATHCS YOEAUTD
€ro, 4TO THI AASI HETO — He yIPposa U He A0ObIva.

Topaxk sacTaBuA ce0s CTOSThH COBEPIIEHHO HeIo-
ABIDKHO. « ToABKO He Oeru, — TBepaHA OH cebe. —
He 6ern. BoamosxHo, OH U He 3HaeT, 4TO ThI 3A€Ch >

Tuxuit mopox. CHOBa 1IeBEABHYAHCH BETBH.

Topax 3arana ppixanue. M ycasimmaa, 4To xyTKas
TBapb OCTOPOXXHO ABUHYAACh B CTOPOHY HX IIAAAIIA.
Tyaa, tae oter!

Topax, 3acTHIB Kak H3BasiHHE, XAQA, KOTAQ 3BePhb
OTOMAET mopaabmlie. « Ipyc! — sBeHeAao y Hero
B yIax. — I AAA eMy YHTH, THI A@XKe He [OIBITAACS
IpPerpagnuTh eMy IYTh U CIIACTH OTIa!»

«Ho pa3sse 151 cMOr 6bI OCTAHOBUTS €r0?>» — BO3-
PasHA B Aylile KaKOH-TO TUXHII roAocok. Buaumo, To-
pax eliie He COBCEM YTPATHA CIIOCOOHOCTH MBICAUTS
pasymHo. «Orerr 3Haa, uto TaK 1 6yaet. Fimenno mo-
STOMY OH M IOCAaA TeDs 3a Boaoit. OH 4yBCTBOBaA,
4TO MeABEAb OAM3KO, UTO OH YK HAET 32 HUM...>»

— Topax! — aAoHeccst A0 HEro AUKHIT KPUK OT-
na. — beru!

C AepeBbeB pasoM COPBaAOCH HECKOABKO BOPO-
HOB. Yaila HAMOAHHAACH CTPAIIHBIM PEBOM; PEB MO-
BTOPSIACSI, CTAHOBSICh BCe FpoMue, H TopaKy KasaAoch,
YTO OT 3TOTO PeBa FOAOBA Y HETO PACKAABIBAETCS...
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— Oren! — NpoH3UTEABHO BCKPHKHYA OH.

— beru!

M cuoa Aec copporayacs. M cHoBa paspancs
kpuk oTia. M BApyr obopaacs...

‘Topax cyHyA B pOT KyAaxk.

OH BHAEA CKBO3B A€pPEBBSI, KAK HAA Pa3BaANHAMU
X IIAAQIIA MEABKHYAQ OTPOMHASI TEMHAsI TeHb.

I loroM noBepHyAcst 1 obesxxaa.
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