MIOITU POBUHCOH

[I0JHOYHA
JHOBHIUA

MMMMMM



V]IK 821.111-31(73)
BBK 84(7Coe)-44
P58

Cepust «munu-Illapm» ocHoBaHa B 1994 rony

Maggie Robinson
MISTRESS BY MIDNIGHT

IlepeBon ¢ anrnuiickoro M.A. Komuysan
KomnerotepHsiit nuzaiin B.A. Boponuna

IleyaTaeTcs ¢ pa3pelneHust u3naresibcrsa Zebra Books
an imprimt of Kensington Publishing Corp.
U uTepatypHoro areHTcTBa Andrew Nurnberg.

Poouncon, Morru.

P 58 [IlomHouHas mo6oBHMIIA : [poMaH]| / Marru Po-
OuHCOH ; [riep. c anrin. M.A. KomusiH]. — Mocksa :
ACT, 2015. — 320 c¢. — (MuHu-lapm).

ISBN 978-5-17-088025-6

Paiinenn, mapkus Konosep, u Jloperra BuHceHT ObL1HM He-
pasJIyyHbl C CAMOTO PaHHEro JETCTBA. A MOTOM cyan0a pa3Bena
MX Ha JIOJITKE TOJBL...

OpHako PaiineHn Tak 1 He cMmor pasmoouts Jloperty. OH
BEPHYJICS, UTOOBI CIIEJIaTh €€ CBOCH XKEeHOI, 4ero ObI 3TO HU CTO-
WJo.

BerpeTuB pelinTeIbHbIN 0OTKa3, OH TTOHAaYaly HeIOyMeBaeT:
HeyxXTo Jrooumasi 3abbuia ero? Ho cTpacTb OKa3bIBaeTCsl CUJIb-
Hee 601 1 O0MABI, U MAapKK3 pellacT: B IIOOBM, KaK Ha BOMHE,
Bce cpeacTBa Xopoiu. OTHBIHE €ro Lieib — co0Ia3HUTh JlopeT-
Ty U T0Ka3aTh €4, YTO €ro Ceplie HUKOTAA He MPUHAJIEXKAI0
NIPYTOii KEHILWHE.

VIK 821.111-31(73)
BBK 84(7Coe)-44

© Maggie Robinson, 2011
© Ilepeson. M. A. Komusn, 2011
© W3nanue Ha pycckom si3bike AST

ISBN 978-5-17-088025-6 Publishers, 2014



Ilporor

Ilopcem, 1808 200

Hecmotps Ha pasrap sieta, KoH ObuT TaKM GJI€THBIM,
YTO BBITJISIAEN 00JbHBIM. OTHAKO OH TIPUIIIEN K HEl, B KOJIb-
110 KaMHeii, 1 3To I1aBHoe. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO JHEl OH Oy-
NIeT TIPUHAJIEXATh APYTOil KEeHIIIMHE, OYIeT CTOSITh Mepe/
anTapeM B 11epkBU Bcex CBSITBIX U KJISICTbCSI B BEPHOCTHU
MapuanHe beppumaH, 3Toli X0JI€HOI HE3HAKOMKE, KOTO-
pasi Toxoxxa Ha KOIIIKY, CheBIIYIO CMETaHY.

Ymowm JloperTa Bce moHumana. KoH nomkeH BCTynmuTh
B 9TOT OpaK paiyi CBOEro UMEHMSI U JIIOJEH, 32 KOTOPBIX HEC
OTBETCTBEHHOCTD. JIBe MpUHAaIIeKaIlIe eMy IePEBHU yXKe
HECKOJIbKO JIET CTpafayiv OT 3abpoiieHHocTu. U 6aromno-
JIydi€ MECTHOTO HaceJIeHUsI 3aBMCEJIO OT JNeBSITHAMIATH -
JIETHETO IOHOIIIM, B TO BpeMs KaK Ipyrue MoJoabie oAU
€ro BO3pacTa IyJsulu U pa3BiIeKaIuCh.

To, uro JlopeTTa 3araaHupoBasia Ha CETONHSIIIHUI Be-
yep, — CTpallrHoe 6e3paccyncTBo. B cBete 2310 He OyneT 3Ha-
YUTh HUYETO, 3aTO VIS Hee — 3HAYUT BCe.
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JlopetTta pasrnaguia TKaHb pacIIMTOro OyCMHAMU To-
JIyOOTO TIIaThsl — TIJIaThsl, KOTOPOE OHA HalleBaJia Ha CBOM
Oecrosie3HbIN BBIXO/ B CBET, — U MOJTyYrJia HEKOTOPOE Y10~
BOJIBCTBUE, 3aMETUB MOTPsiceHHbIH B3rJ1s11 KoHa. OHa omy-
CcTUJIa BbIpe3 MoHuxe. Eciu npeactaBuTh, 4To ee rpyab —
He0o, TO Ha Heli 1iesible co3Be3aus BecHylek. Ho KoH Jio-
OUT ee BECHYIIKM.

— Buxy, g omet ciauiikoM npocto. — Ha HeM ObuUn
IOMOTKaHas pybailika u OpUIKY, YUCThIE, XOTS U TTOHO-
meHHbIe. Ero rmuaTsiHbie mKadbl CKOPO 3aMoJIHATCS HOBOM
onexnoii, Ho ceronHs Jloperra 6bu1a paga, yto KoH npu-
e K Hell B CoOCTBEHHOM ofexe.

— DTO 0COOEHHBII CayJaii.

Kon 6e3pamocTHO paccMesiics:

— Hla, ceromHst Beuep cpenbl. [1yckait deitepBepk.

— O Hem g1 He noaymaiia. Ho y MeHst ecTb OyThLIKa IITaM-
MMAaHCKOTO, KOTOPYIO §I CTalllujia U3 OTIIOBCKOTO TO/ABaA.

— 4 He xouy uth, Jlopu. — OH TTIOXHYJICS Ha 3eMJTIO,
HO He MPEeJIOKUI €l TPUCOEAUHUTHLCS K HEMY.

JlopeTTa akKypaTHO pacIipaBuJia 100Ky U YCTpOMJIach
psinom ¢ KoHom.

— ThI UCHOPTUIL IUIATHE.

OHa noxaJsa rjaeJ4amu:

— Bce paBHoO 1 Gosbllle HUKOTJA €ro He HajaeHy. MHe
3aX0TEJI0Ch HAJIETh €r0 CETOIHS BEYEPOM, UTOOBI ThI 3aTIOM -
HUJI MEHSI KpaCUBOM.

— 41 u TaKk Tebs HUKoraa He 3abyny, Jlopu, B 3TOM-TO
Bcs U Oena.

OHa cxkajia ero pyky:

— B10 Moe cBagebHoe 1iathe, KoH. CeromHs s BbIATY
3a Te0s 3aMyX.

OH oTIaTHYJICS:
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— He cxonu ¢ yma.  yxxe nonnucan Bce 6ymaru. bep-
pYIMaH OTIIPaBUT MEHSI B TIOPbMY, €CJTU 51 OTCTYILIIO OT CBO-
€ro CJIoBa.

— ThI XeHUIIbCsI B cy0OOTY, KaK OHM U IJIAaHUPYIOT,
HO TBOE cep/lie Bcerna Oynet MpuHaajiexarb MHe.

— Tl Xe 3Haelllb, YTO 3TO TaK, HO YTO TOJIKY TOBOPUTH
00 aTtoM? Bce koHueHo, Jlopu. [Insg Hac Bce KOHYEHO. —
CroBa ero ObUIM TPOHU3AHBI TOPEYbIO.

— Iloxanyiicra, mogapu MHe CETONHSIIHUI Bevep,
KoH. { xouy, 4TOOBI MBI CTOSUTM B 35TOM MarnyeckoM MecTe
non HeboM BceBblliHero. Xo4y roBOpUTh TO, YTO Y MEHS
Ha cepilie. Xouy ObITh TBOEI XEeHOU B cepille, eClIi He B
LIEPKOBHOM KHUTE.

JlopetTa BrisinbIBajlach B €T0 JIMLIO, UIlla B HEM OTKJIU-
ka. BHauase He Ob110 HU4Yero. OcTaTku THeBa 00OpaTUIIUCH
B HEBEpHUE U MaJIO-TIOMaJly B CJIa0yIO yJIbIOKY.

— SI3bIueckas cBanbOa 1t MOei MaJIEeHbKOM SI3bIYHU -
nbe1? He cimimkoM oOHaIeXXMBaroIIeE.

— OT0 BCe, YTO Y MeHsI OyIeT, — MpocTo ckasaja Jlo-
pertTa.

U Torna oH nouenoBan ee, CIMIIKOM HexXHO. OHa B3s-
J1a UTHULIMATUBY B CBOM PYKU U ONTPOKMHYJIA €r0 Ha CIIUHY,
MMOXupasi PTOM, CJIOBHO yMUpaloluii ot rojona. Eciu ona
HE OCTaHOBMTCS, TO TIPEACTCSI C HUM JIFOOBU paHbIIe, YeM
MPOU3HECET CJIOBA, HaJl KOTOPBIMU TaK JOJITO TPYIWJIACh.
OHa npepBaJia MolLeJyil 1 BCKOUWJIA.

— MbI IpOaOIKUM BCe 3TO Yepe3 MUHYTY, mutopa Ko-
HoBep. BHavaje s xouy, 4TOOBI BBl BCTAJIM PSIIOM CO MHOM
nepea KaMeHHBIM ajiTapeM.

OH nokayaJs roJoBoi:

— Tsl 31O cepbe3HO?

— Ja.
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— Hy xopomio. — KoH mogHsiIics ¢ 3eMJId U OTPSIXHYJT
CBOM MOHOIIEHHbIe Opumku. — Kak xaib!

JlopeTTa npuioxuia najell K ero ryoam:

— Hukakux coxaneHuil. ¥ Hac ecTb CEroIHSIIIHUI Be-
gep, MOKa CalUTCs COJIHIIE U CTYIIAIOTCS TeHU. A Tenepb
BO3bMU MEHSI 32 PYKH.

— Jla, magaM. — OH MogHeC UX K CBOMM Iybam.

— Jlns re6st ckopo «ienu KoHnosep». OX, HE CMOTPU ThI
Ha MeHsd Tak. f 3Har, 4To Bce 3T0 noHapoiuky. Ho Korna
MPUIET 3uMa, BOCIIOMUHAaHKE 00 3TOM JIETHEM Beuepe Oy-
JIET COrpeBaTh MEHSI.

— DTOro HeAOCTaTOYHO.

— JlomxHo 6bITh focTaTouHo. MTak. — OHa cxKaja ero
pyku. — 4, Jloperra M3a6emna Buncenr, 6epy teods, Jec-
MOH/I...

— I'm?

— Tume. TBos ouepens npuzaer. bepy te6s1, Jdecmon
DHToHu Paiinena, cenpMoii Mmapku3 KoHoBep, B MyXbsi
CBOETO0 Cceplilia M BAACTEIMHOM MOEi IYIIU U Tela Ha BEKU
BeUYHbIe. XOTs OOCTOSATEILCTBA MOTYT Pa3lyuyuTh HAC, HU-
YTO HUKOTHA He pa3opBeT Y3bl Hallleil NpyKObI 1 JTIO0BU.

Crenyloiiast yacTb OblIa TpyaHoi. OHa oIpeneaeHHO
He HaMepeHa o6emaTh noquuHAThesa. Hu Koy, HUKOoMy.

— 41 TopXecTBeHHO 00e11alo MPUHUMATL BO BHUMaHUe
TBOM XeJIaHUSI BO BCEM, JIaXKe €CJIK He Bceraa Oyay corac-
Ha. {l Oyny 1o6uTh TeOsI U MoaAepKMBaTh TeOsI 10 CBOETO
nociaenHero B3noxa. KissHych TebOe B 9TOM Ilepen aaTapeM
npeBHUX, nepen JuiioM OTia Haiiero BceBbllliHEro, 4bu
MyTHU AJIs1 Hac ceifuac, BO3MOXHO, HEMCTIOBEIVMBI.

bbutu u ele cioBa, HO korga KoH mocMoTpesn Ha Hee
CBOMMU CEPbE3HBIMU YEPHBIMHU TJIa3aMU, TOPJIO €€ CIaBU-
JIO, U OHA CMOTJIa MIPOU3HECTU TOIBKO:
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— AMUHB.

KoH mnouienyem crep ClIe3MHKY C ee IIeKH.

— 4, lecmonn DHtoHu Paiinenn, cenbmoii Mapku3 Ko-
HOBep, Oepy 1ebs, Jloperta M3abemia BuHceHT, B KeHbI
cBoero cepaia. 4l 0yny BepeH Tede 10 camoii cMepTu. A Tak
CWJIbHO J1100110 TeOs1, JIopu, 4To Moe ceplie pa3pbiBaeTcsl.

Korna conHile cnipsitajoch 3a KAMEHHYIO TJIbIOY, OHU
Bce enle ooHumanu apyr apyra. lllamnanckoe 6b110 320b1-
TO, HO He 3a0bITO TIOATBEPKACHNE UX OpaYHbBIX 00ETOB.



Iraea 1

Jlondon, 1820 200

JlopeTTa TOUHO 3Haja, YTO AOKHA caeyaTh. OMsTh.
3HaJa ellle 10 TOro, Kak ee MJIaalliuii OpaT TaK KpemnKo Mo-
naJjics B Jlanbl Mapku3a KoHoBepa.

CripaBeyTMBOCTU paau CJIeJ0Bajlo cKa3aTh, YTO, BO3-
MOHO, Yapyii He CTOJIbKO MOTascs, CKOJIbKO caM OYepTs
rojioBy 6pocuics B pyku Kona. Yapnu takoii xxe Gecriey-
HBI, KaKoi1 OblJ1a OHa caMa 0oJiee necsaTH JIeT Ha3al. [axke
ceilyac oHa He MOXKET OCTaBaThbCs O€3pa3IMYHOR K HEMY.
He ennHoxnbl oHa moBopauuBaiach K KoHy ciuHo#, of-
HaKoO OlIyIlaaa MPOH3UTENbHBIN B3IJISI €r0 YepHBIX IJ1a3,
MPOXUTAIOLIUI €€ YyThb JIU HE HACKBO3b.

Ho ceronHst oHa MO3BOJIUT €MY CMOTPETb Ha Hee CKOJIb-
Ko ayuie yrogHo. OHa fo1i1a axe 10 TOTo, YTO HaBeCTUIa
Manam Jlemapii cerogHs JHEM, 1a0bl TPUOOPECTU KOE-4TO
U3 IMKaHTHOTO HMXKHeTo Oelibs. [1o KpaliHeil Mmepe 3a 3To
CTBIIHO He OyIeT.

KynneHo B kpeaut, padymeercs. Eille onuH cueT K rope
nonroB. Henpeononumoii, Kak nuk ['Mmasnaes, v Takoit e
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nyratouieit. [Toutn Takoit ke xonomHoi, Kak cepaie Ko-
HOBepa.

JlopetTa B3si1ach 3a ABEPHOE KOJIBLO B BUAE JIbBUHOU
TOJIOBHI Y yaapuja UM OAWH pa3, MPUTOTOBUBIIUCH MPE-
crath nepen ciyroii Kona.

Hecmonn Paiinenn, mapku3 KoHoBep coOCTBEHHOM
TEPCOHOM, OTKPBLI IBEPb.

— Tror!

— A TbI IyMara, sl T03BOJII0, YTOOBI T€OS yBUAEU 31€Ch
B TaKo# yac? — CIpOCUJI OH, HE BblIaBast TULIOM HUKAKUX
aMoUMi. — JI0JKHO OBITh, M B CAMOM JIeJie CYMTACIb MEHS
cyiuM absiojioMm? S ornpaBui Apama B moctesib. MiaeM B
MO KaOUHeT.

OH U eCTb IbsIBOJ, €CJU MPEMIOXII TaKoe abCypaHoe
Bpemsi. [ToiHOUBb, CIOBHO OHU KaKue-HUOYIb IITTUOHBI.

Jlopetta nocnenosana 3a KoHoM K TEeMHOMY KOpUI0-
py, CTyIasi 1o YepHO-0eJIbIM TIJIMTKaM, MTOXOXUM Ha Il1ax-
MaTHy1o 10cKy. OHa ¥ 4yBCTBOBaJIa ce0s1 B HEKOTOPOM POJIe
MEIIKOI, HO i HEOOXOAUMO CTaTh Oeioil KoposieBoli. Kon
He JOJIKEH y3HaTh, B KAKOM OHA OTYASTHUM.

XOTs1 OH HaBEpHsIKa MOI03peBaeT.

KoH oTKpbUT ABEPH U OTCTYIUI B CTOPOHY, MPOITyCKasi
ee Brepen. Dta KkomHara Obuta yoexumieM Kona. Ee Ha-
TTOJTHSIJTU TIPEAMETHI, KOTOPbIe OH COOMpaJ B T€ TOMIbI, KOT-
I1a ero He ObIJIO B CTpaHe U B €€ KMU3HMU.

JlopeTTy yXe BbI3bIBAIY CIOfia OMHAX/BI THEM, TO/I Ha-
3az. CeromHsi oHa Jiyuliie IoAaroropyieHa. OT IpeaIoXeHUs
Kona nipucects JlIopeTTa 0TKa3ajaach.

— Kak noxenaelnb, — noxail OH Mjie4yaMu, ycaKuBa-
sICh 3a CTOJI. B3s1B B pyKy IrpacduH ¢ 6peHau, OH CIIPOCUI: —
CocraBulillb MHE KOMITaHW0? MBI MOTJIM ObI BBITIUTH 3a CTa-
pble BpeMeHa.
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Jloperta nokauana roysioBoii. Eit moHagoourcs cBetiast
roJioBa, YTOOBI ITPOMTH Yepe3 TO, UTO €l IPENCTOUT.

— Her, cnacu6o, muopa.

OHa yyBCTBOBaJIa, YTO MEXIY HUMU BCE €11IE CYLIECTBY-
eT HUTb BjieYeHMs1, ciiabast, Ho ourytuMasi. Ho tenepn-To
OHa He TaK MOJIO/IA U TJIyTa, KaK paHblile, YTOObI paccMaTpu-
BaTh TO, 4TO OyHeT, MHaUe YeM jesoBoe coraieHue. Ensa
TOJIBKO YBUIEB pa3MallIMCThIE CTPOYKHM €0 3alUCKHU, OHa T0-
HsUJTa M TIpUHSLIA ee CKPbIThIN cMbich. Eit ckopo Tpuauats —
TPOIIJIO TIOYTH MOJIKM3HU C TOTO MOMeHTa, kKak KoHoBep
cobJiazHmi ee. Mlu, ObITH MOXKET, OHa ero cobdjazHmia? OH
OCTaBWJI €€ JaBHBIM-JIABHO, XOTb U HE Cpasy...

Tpeck noneHbeB B KaMyHe Hammyran JIopeTTy, v, moBep-
HYBLIKCH, OHA YBUJEJA, KAK UCKPbI JIETAT HA MPAMOPHBIE
wMThl. B KoMHaTe ObUTO Yepecuyp TeTuIo sl 3TOTo Bpe-
MEHU rofia, Ho, TOBOpuJIv, Mapku3 KoHOBep B CBOMX CTpaH-
CTBUSIX 11O BK30THMYEeCKOMY BocTOKy 1osoou xapy.

— 41 B3bIBalO K TBOEH M0OpoaeTen, — ckazana Jloper-
Ta, 4YyTh HE MONEPXHYBUIUCH HEMBICIUMOM (pa3oid.

— 4 HaxoXy TOOPOAETENIbHBIX MY>KUMH CKYYHbIMU. Kak
U 100pOoneTeTbHbIX XEHIIUH.

Kon BcTan u3-3a cTona u HanpaBWiICs Tyaa, rae JlopeT-
Ta CTOsLJIa KaK BKOITaHHAs, HE B CHJIaX CIIBUHYTHCS C MECTa,
1060 HOTU OTYETO-TO CHEaTUCh HEBO3MOXHO TSKEJTbIMU.
OH ynBIOHYJICS, CTaB BAPYT ITOXOXUM Ha TOTO MAJTbUMIIKY,
KOTOpPOTO OHA 3Haja KOrjaa-To.

JloperTa Hagesiach MOKAa3aThCs MPUBJIEKATENbHOM, He-
CMOTpS Ha MPOUIENILINE FObl, HO €€ TUIaH OCYILEeCTBIISIICS
YTO-TO VK CJIMIIKOM XOPOIIO 1 ObIcTpo. OHA OTTOJKHYJIA
€ro C YyTh OOJIbIIEH CUJION, YeM HaMepeBalach.

— Yro BBI 3HaeTe 0 NOOPOAECTENbHBIX MY>KUYMHAX, MU~
nopa? — OHa yOpana IpoXxaliuMy TadblaMy HEeImoCyIi-
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HYIO TIPSIIb ¥ TIOJIKOJTOJIA ee TUIbKoM. He roguTcs u nanb-
1re uckyiatb Kona. Mnu ce6s1. O yeMm oHa TOJIBKO Tymada,
KOorma peliuia IpuiTu croaa?

— 1 3HaBan HecKoJabKMX. OMHAKO HE YBEPEH, UTO TBOM
OpaT BOUCHIBaeTCs B 3Ty Kateropuio. [1pusaTHEBIN, cepbe3-
HBI MOJIOAOU YeI0BeK TPU ONpeneeHHbIX 00CTOSTEb-
crBax. CTyneHT 60orocioBcKoro ¢akynbrera, He Tak 1u? Ho
C Ipyroii CTOPOHBI, 00IOCH, €T0 TeTNEePEITHIE TTOPOKHU Jiesa-
0T IOHOIIY HETOAXOMSIIMM ISl U30paHHO# Tpodeccuu.
[TomuMoO Bcero mpovero, OH ellle U HaCTOJIbKO OecuecTeH,
YTO OTHpaBJIsieT BMECTO ceds1 cecTpy. TBoe MUChbMO OBLIO
BIOJIHE BrievaTastonuM. Pany HeTo Thl roToBa MOWTH Ha
MHOTO€, HO S He IOHUMal0, TToYeMY JOJIKEH ITPOCTUTH €TI0
nonr. — KoH c1oXui Ha TpyAu pyKy U HAKJIOHUJICS BIe-
pen. — Yoenu MeHsl.

IIpomanu oH nporamoM. X0o4eT 3aCTaBUTh €€ YMOJISITh.
OnHu 006a 3HAIOT, YeM 3TO 3aKOHYUTCS.

— OH MOHSATUS HE UMEET, YTO 5 34eCh. OH HU O UEM He
JoraabpiBaeTcsl, — OBICTPO Mporopopuia JlopeTrra u oTCTy-
nuia Hazaf.

KoH cHOBa nMpuABUHYJICA K HEil, CBOUM TETUIBIM, ITPO-
MUTAaHHBIM OpPEeHIU OTbIXaHUEM pacchliasi TpPereT I10 ee T10-
3BOHOYHMKY. OHa MmoBajivjiach Haszal, B KOXKaHOE KPecJo.
Hemuorum nyqmie. Yro X, 1o KpaitHeit Mepe oHa He yra-
IIeT KakK Jypa K ero Horam.

JlopeTrTa mpukpbLia Ta3a, BCIOMUHAs ce0s1 B TaKO#
no3e. ['onoBa KoHa oTknHyTa Ha3aj, Majblibl 3ayTaIuCh
B ee Bosiocax. Kak gjaBHO 3TO ObLIO...

Ona nogHsuia miaza. Cyis o MOpIIMHKE Ha I1IeKe, ee
HEYKJII0XXECTh ITo3a0aBua ero.

— OH He no6arogapuT Te0sI 32 BMEIIATEJIbCTBO.
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— S He BMemmBaOCh! Moii 6pat CIUIIKOM I0H, YTOOBI
TacTh XXEPTBOM TBOMX THYCHBIX MaXWHAIIUH.

KoH BckuHy1 4epHYI0 M30THYTYIO OPOBb.

— Kakoit MmenonpamMaTU4HbIiA BeI0OOD c10B! OH He Tak
VX 1 I0H, KaK Thl 3Haellb. ['opas3mo crapiiie, yeM ObLIa THI,
Korma crapajach ObITh TaKOl YBepeHHOM B cebe. W, Ha3bI-
Basi MEHSI THYCHBIM, Thl BpeIUIIb camoii cebe, JloperTa. S
BeJlb MOTY OCKOPOUTBHCS M 0TKA3aThCs COTPYAHMYATh. Bo3-
MOXHO, 51 CJIMIITIKOM JA00pOJEeTeIeH, YTOObl OTTOBApUBATD
€ro OT a3apTHBIX UTP, KOTOPHIE OH €l1Ba JIM MOXKET cede 10~
3B0JIUTh. Ho s monydy cBoe. — OH HaKJIOHWJICS BIIEpE,
TOJIOXKMB JIAOHM Ha IMOJUIOKOTHUKHU Kpeca JloperTsl. [1a-
32 ero ObLIY TEMHBIMU, HEIIPOHMUIIAEMBIMU, HO HAMEPEHU S
SICHBI.

JlopeTTa MOuyBCTBOBaja, YTO KPACHEET, U OTKUHY-
Jlach Ha CIUHKY Kpecyia. OHa 3acTaBujia ce0si COXpaHsTh
crnokoiictBue. JlaBsa Ha Hee TakuM obpa3oM, KoH ee He
HaITyTaer.

OHa 4yThb-4yTb NPUIIOIHSIA IOA00POIOK:

— OH He MOXET... TO €CTh 5l XOUY CKa3aTh, B HACTOSIIIEE
BpeMsI Mbl CTECHEHBI B cpenctBax. Hain onekyH... — OHa
3aMojyajia, OTOMY YTO HUKOTJa He yMesia yoenuTeabHO
BpaTh. 3aTO MPEKPACHO HAyYMWJIaCh XPAHUTh TAHBI.

KoH pe3ko octaBu ee 1 BepHYJICS K cBoeMy cToiy. JIo-
peTTa HabJIoAa1a 32 HUM: OH TIJIECHYJI OpEHIU B XpyCTaslb-
HBII CTaKaH U OCTaBWJI €T0 HETPOHYTHIM.

— Yero ThI Xouellb, JlopeTTa? — crpocui oH 6apxaT-
HBIM roiocoM. — YToOBbI s1 MOpBaj pacuCcKY TBOEro Opara
1 B CJIEAYIOIINIA pa3, KOrna Mbl BCTPETUMCSI, ces1all Obl BUII,
YTO HE 3HAIO ero?

— Jla, — mep3ko oro3Banack Jloperta. — Cymma, KO-
TOPYIO OH JOJIXEH, IS Te0s HaBepHsIKa MycTSIK. A ero o0-
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1IECTBO CKYYHO. Jlaxke ecJi 3TUM Thl ceiiyac OCKOpOUIIIb
ero 4yBCTBa, B KOHEYHOM UTOTE 3TO OyIEeT TOJbKO eMy
Ha 1oJib3y. OmHaxXabsl OH 3TO noiiMeT. — OHa orjsaena
KOMHAaTy, 0OCTaBJIEHHYIO C U3SIIECTBOM M POCKOUIBIO.
MenHbie pydyku OJIeCTSIT B cBeTe cBeueil. ToacThlit mep-
CUICKMII KOBEP JIEXKUT MOJ MOTEPTHIMU MOAOIIBAMU €€
tydens. Kabunet nopana Konosepa — 3T0 10roBo Myx-
YUHBI U3BICKAHHOTO BKYCa, OT IeIIeBbIX MEOJIMPOBAHHBIX
KOMHAT, B KOTOpbIX oouTaet Yapyiu, oH oTanvyaeTcs Kak
He0O OT 3eMJIH.

JlopeTTa cTUCHYJIA PYKHU, OXUIasl CIEAYIOLIUX CIOB
Komna.

Ha ero nuiie mpoMebKHYJI C1a0blid cie YIbIOKH.

— Trl npunuceiBaeIb MHE TO, YETO HET. £ HE HACTOb-
KO 6J1aropoJIeH U, HECMOTPS Ha TO YTO Thl TYT BUAMIIb, HE
HACTOJIbKO 0oraT, YTOOBI MPOCTUTH JOJIT TAKOTO pa3Mepa.
Ham BceM Hy>XHBI HAJTMUHbBIE, YTOOBI MyCKAaTh MbLIb B IJ1a-
3a. I ucriomHTh 00s13aTeIbCTBA.

JlopeTTa TOYHO 3HaJIa, Yero eMy CTOMJIO €ro 00s13aTeb-
CTBO Iepe Hell, U TTpuaepxKana si3biK.

KoH oTKuHyJICSI Ha CIMHKY Kpecjia — caMO BOILIOIIIe-
HUE YBEPEHHOCTH.

— Ecnu s1 He MoTy TTOJTyYUTb IEHBI U, TO TOJKEH UMETh
YTO-TO B3aMeH. JlyMato, Thl 3HaEIllb, YTO TOCTABUT MHE YI0-
BOJIbCTBHUE.

Jloperra kuBHYyNa. Eif 3TO TOXE MOCTaBUT YAOBOJb-
CTBUE, 1a MPOCTUT ee bor.

Ee rosoc He nporHyi.

— Korga, Kon?

OH B3$1J1 CBOIi CTaKaH M OCYIIIWII €TO0.

— Ceitvac. [IpusHaTbCs, 1 HE MOTY JOXIAThCS, KOTAA
CHOBA 3aroJiydy Te0sl B CBOIO TTOCTEb.
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M>seeu Pobuncon

JlopetTta Hampsiria maMsiTh. 3a BpeMst UX KOPOTKO JIt0-
OOBHOIi CBSI3M IIOCTEJIb ObLIa BeCchbMa peaKHUM aTpUuOyTOM
ux BcTped. [Ipenatbest ¢ HUM JIIOOBU B ITOCTENH. .. 1A, B 9TOM
€CTb ONpeesIeHHas npesiecTb HOBU3HbI. OJHaKO OHA He ro-
TOBa; 6aHOYKa ¢ TyOKaMU BCe ellle HaeXKHO CIpPsITaHA B €€
MaJIeHbKOM CYHIyKe B KOMHaTax Opara. A oHa Bce-TaKu Ha-
nesiach, YTO Beuep He 3aKOHUYMTCS TakuM obpazoM. Ho y
Hee TOJIbKO YTO 3aKOHYMJIMCh MECSIUHbIE, TaK YTO OHA Ha-
BEepHsIKa B 0€30TaCHOCTH.

— QOueHb xopouro. — JlopeTTa moaHsIach U3 CHaCH-
TEJIbHOM raBaHU KpecJa.

Ha nuue Kona otpasunocs ynusienue. [IpekpacHo.
Bor eii ynanoch BBIOUTH €ro U3 KOJIEH.

— Tebe He KaxeTcsl, UTO Thl IPUHUMAEIIb CBOIO CY/lb-
Oy JOCTATOYHO CIIOKOMHO?

— Ho pa3Be He Tbl Bce YCTPOUII TaK, YTOOBI K 3TOMY TTPU-
110? — Tuxo cripocuia Jloperra.

— Ilo-TBOEMY, 3TO 51 3aCTaBJISLII TBOETO OpaTa UTPaTh,
nenast Bbicokue ctaBku? KisiHych, Takast MbICIb 1aXe He
MPUXOUJIa MHE B FOJIOBY, — POBHBIM T'OJIOCOM OTO3BaJI-
ca Kon. — Kak, 10oJxHO OBITh, THI TIpe3upaelib MeHs,
ecJii ToBopuIlb Takoe. — OH XXecToM To103Bal ee K cebe.

ITocne HeCKOJBbKUX HEJIOBKMX MTHOBEeHU JlopeTTa mo-
nouta Kk KoHy v mo3Bosuia ycaauth ce0st Ha kosieHu. Ero
TUIOTh OblJIa HEOCTIOPUMO TBEPJIOiA, TTOTHOCTHIO BO30YXK-
IIEHHOW.

JlopeTTa Ha MTHOBEHUE OIIYTHJIA TPUJIUB TOPKECTBA.

KoH nmonoxwit mmupokyo JIamoHb el Ha XUBOT U MPpU-
NIBUHYJI K cebe elle Oaumxe.

— Kak pe6eHOK? — crpoCHII OH.

Bbut iu 310 Gecco3HatenbHbIN xecT? KoH HUKOrIa He
YYBCTBOBAJI CBOIO JIOYb TaM, IJie ceifyac Jiexxaia ero JajoHb,
HUKOTa He BUJIEJ ee, He IepXaJl Ha pyKax.

14



ITloanounas arbosnuya

JlopeTTa mo6oposa nopbiB yOpaTh €ro JIaqoHb U 3acTa-
BUJIa ce0sl MpuXKaThCcs OIMXe K ero rpyau. [eno moimer
ObIcTpee, e OHA MPOCTO YCTYMUT U TO3BOJIUT MY Iy-
MaTh, YTO OH MMOOCANII.

— IlpekpacHo, Muiopa. A Bai?

— Kpenko cnut B mopTyape, Haneloch, B OKPYXKeHUU
NPYTUX MaJIeHbKUX HETOJHUKOB. Sl ObI XOTeJ, UTOOBI ThI
Kak-HUOYIb TTO3HAKOMUJIACH C HUM.

JlopeTTa He roBOpUMJIa €My, UTO YK€ 3HAaKOMa C €ro Chl-
HOM, TTOCKOJIBKY €ro XeHa Obljla ee TIOIPYToii, KaK Obl He-
BEPOSITHO 3TO HU Ka3aJioCh.

— He nymato, 4to 310 6bBLIO OBl pa3yMHO, MUJIOP/I.

— [louemy xe? Ecnu Thl MOMHMIIb, SI TIpeaiarai
TeOe MoJIoXKEeHUEe ero Mayexu roia Haszan. TebGe maBHO
mopa MO3HaKOMUTBLCS C MOMM ChIHOM, @ MHE — C TBOEii
nouyepblo. — Ero mpoBopHbIe Mablibl HAYaIU BHITACKMBATD
IITTWIBKY U3 €€ TIPUYECKH.

JlopeTTa HUUYEro He OTBETUIIA, 3aTUXHYB B €r0 OOBSITHU -
sax: Tyobl KoHa 3ackop3uiu Mo ee 1iiee, a JaJioHU CTallu
TJIAAUTD KaXABII A10M 00HaXXeHHO# koxu. OneBasich ce-
roaHs, JlopeTta orosuia CTOJbKO TJIOTH, CKOJIbKO OCMe-
JINJIaCh, 1a0bl COOJIAa3HUTD €0, ¥ TeTeph HeAoyMeBaa, Kak
MorJia Tak ooMaHbiBaThesl. Huuero He nsmenunocs. M Hu-
Korga He u3MeHUTCs. Ml B 9TOM BCSI CIIOXXKHOCTb.

JlopeTTa momHeca 3aTSHYTHIN B TIepYaTKy TMajell K ero
ryoam:

— Ham He3auem roBOpUTH O MPOIILJIOM, MUAJIOPI. Y HaC
€CTb CeTOIHSAIIHSIS HOYb.

— Ecnu ThI ymaelib, 4To 51 yAOBJIETBOPIOCH BCETO O/I-
HOI1 HOUBIO C TOOOI, TO ThI CUJIBHO 320 Ty>K1aellIbCsl, — CKa-
3a1 KoH.
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