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I1poaor

JIoX1b He CMbLT BOHb M HE TMPMHEC MpOXJaabl — Xkapa
TOJIKO YCUJTWIIach. B TeCHOM mepeyike TpOMO3IUINCH TOPBI
Mycopa: SIIMKA, THUIOIIME OTOPOCHI, KOPOOKU, OuTast 1mo-
cyla, BCEBO3MOXHBI M HUKOMY He HYXHBbIN xjaaM. KeH-
IIMHA C PeOEHKOM CIIpsITalach, 3aroJ3/a B OOJIbIION SIIUK
Ha Kpawo Ky4yu U 3aTuxja. Majblllka He 3HaJjla, 3a4eM OHU
MIPSTYYTCS, HO YyBCTBOBAJIA, KaK CTPAIIIHO €€ B3POCIION CITyT-
HULIE.

DTOT cTpax MOCTOSIHHO CKBO3UJI B TOJIOCE XKEHIIMHBI, OT-
paxkasics Ha ee JIulie, B IPOXKU PYK, KOTOPHIMU OHA OOHMMaJIa
pebenka. OH THaJ UX 1O HOYaM M3 OTHOTO TepeyKa B Ipy-
TOii, a THEeM 3aCTaBJIsl CKPBIBAThCSI OT JIIOIEH.

KenmuHa Benena HaspiBaThb ee Mucc [xeitH. [leBouke
3TO UM ObLTO He3HaAKOMO. COOCTBEHHOTO MMEHU OHA TOXe
He 3Haja. Bopouem, xXeHIIMHA 3Bajia €e KPOIIKoii JIsHHN —
3HAYUT, TaK ¥ HAJO.

OnHaxnabl JoHHU crnipocuia, KeM MPUXOAMTCS el Mucc
JIXeitH, v y3HaJla, yTO Ta eil He MaThb, a HsAHSA. UTo Takoe
HsHS, [IPHHU YTOYHATb HE CTaja: CJIOBO IOKa3ajioch el
CMYTHO 3HaKOMbIM. Mucc [I>xeiiH ObUta ¢ Heil psmoM c ca-
MOTO Hayaja, ¢ TexX nmop Kak JI3HHU nmomHua cebst, To eCcTh
BOT YK€ HECKOJIbKO AHeil. OmHaxabl MPOCHYBIIWCH, JIoHHU
TOHSIIA, YTO JIEKUT PSIIOM ¢ MUCC JIXKeiftH B KaKOM-TO Tpsi3-
HOM TIepeyiiKe W 4To 00e OHM TepenadykaHbl KpoBblo. C Tex
IOp OHU CKUTAJMCh MO TEMHBIM M 3aMYCOPEHHBIM yJIWIIaM
1 BCe BpeMsI OT KOTO-TO MPSITAIUCH.

Hcnauykanuch oHU KpoBbio mucc IxeitH. KTo-To mbIp-
HyJI ee B TPyIb HOXXOM 1 HaHec ellle HeCKOJIbKO paH. [Tpuas
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B ce0sl, OHa KaK-TO yXUTPWJIACh BBITAIIUTH U3 TPYyIU HOX,
HO MepeBsA3bIBaTh paHbl He cTajia. becrmokosich TOJNbKO 3a Ma-
JIEHBKYIO CITyTHUILY, OHa OCTAaHOBWJIA KPOBb, COUMBIIIYIOCS U3
3aTbuika JI9HHU, M TTOCKOpee YBesla ee MoaibIle OT MeCTa,
I OHM 00€ OUHYJIVCH.

— Tlouemy MbI pstyemMcsi? — cripocuiia OMHaXIbI [3HHH,
c0o00pa3uB, UTO OHU JIEJAIOT.

— YT0oOHBI OH TEOST HEe HalIe.

— Kr10?

— He 3Haiwo, netka. CHayaja MHe IMOKa3ajJoCh, YTO OH
MPOCTO BOP, KOTOPBIiA pelini u3daBuThcs oT cBuaeTeneit. Ho
Tenepb He 3Halo, YTo M AyMaTh. CIMIIKOM YK HaCTOMYMBO
OH pa3bickuBaeT Tebs. Ho s yBeay TeOs1 B HagexKHOe MECTO
U cripssay. bonbie oH Tebs He TpoHeT, obelalo.

— A 410 OH co MHoI1 cienan? He momHIO...

— IlamsaTe ckopo BepHeTcs K Tebe, Kpomika [pHHuU, He
BOJIHY#CSI, HO TpuneTcs moaoxnarb. CinaBa 60ry, poauTean
3TOrO HE BUAMT!

JIoHHU HUYYTb HE TPEBOXMUJIO, YTO OHA MTOMHUT TOJIBKO,
KaK O4HyJIach B KpoBU. OHa ObLIa e111e CAMIIKOM MaJia, YTOObI
JlyMaTh O MPOIILIOM uiu OyayiieM. Ee Myunsio HacTosiiee —
TOJIOM, XOJIOA U CIMIIKOM KPenKUil COH Mucc JI>keitH.

IIpexne yeM yCHYTb, HSIHSI IIpoOOpMOTaja, YTO ObLIO Obl
HEAYPHO MOPBITLCS B COCEIHEN Kyue Mycopa, IIe MOXET Hali-
THUCh YTO-HUOYIb TOJIE3HOE, HO 3ampeMaiia, He JOTOBOPUB.
B sk oHu 3amonsiau cpenu HouM, 1 mucc J>keiH rpocmnana
B HEM BeCh JIEHb HarpoJieT.

OrnsTh HaCTYIMWJIa HOYb, a OHA BCe crniaia. JIsHHU noTpsiciia
ee 3a 1ieyo, Ho Mucc JIxeitH He 1eBebHyAach. OHa cTana
COBCEM XOJIo[Hasl U HeMoABUXKHas1. JIoHHU He MOHUMaJIa, YTO
HSIHSI MEpPTBA U YTO B SILIMKE YIYIUIMBO MaxHET CMEPTHIO.

Hakonen [sHHM BbIOpanach U3 SIMKA, PELIMB CMBITh
IO JOXIIEM 3aIleKIIyIocsl KpoBb. BEITh IpsI3HOI €l He Hpa-
BWJIOCh — 3HAUYUT, OHA TIPUBBIKJIA K YUCTOTE U OMPSATHOCTH.
Henast Takue TIPOCThIe BBIBOIBI, JISHHM MPUXOIUJIa B 3aMe-
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IIATETbCTBO, CUJIAIACH BCIOMHUTBD, YTO OBLIO C HEll paHblIIE,
HO HE MorJIa.

YToObI yeM-HUOYIb 3aHSITHCSI, OHA CTajla PHIThCS B MY-
cope, KaK cobupaach cuesiatb Mucc [IxkeiftH, XOTs 1 He 3HaJla,
YTO UCKATh — CJIOBO «ITOJIE3HBIN» OHA yCJIbIIIaia BIEpBbIE.
B koHI1le KOHLIOB JI3HHM coOpajna HECKOJbKO MPEIMETOB,
KOTOpBIE TI0KA3aJUCh €ii MHTEPECHBIMU: 3aCaJIeHHYIO Tpsi-
MUYHYIO KYKJTy 0€3 OHOI PYKU, MYKCKYIO LIUISIITY, KOTOPYIO
HaxJio0yuyuyia Ha rojioBy, YTOObI JOXIb HE 3aJMBajl IJ1a3a,
U 1mepbatyro, Ho elle Xopoliyio Tapeiky. [Torom Hauuiach
U MpoIaBuIasl KyKJIWHA pyKa.

Buepa mucc JIxeiiH BbIMEHsIJIa Ha CBO€ KOJIbIIO HEMHOTO
enbl. [1ns aToro oHa Kyfa-To yXxoausia JHEM, MPUKPbIB MSITHA
KPOBHU OOJIBIIION IIAJIBIO.

JIoHHM He 3HaJia, OCTAMCh JIM y HSHU ellle KOJblia, 32 KO-
TOpBIE JANYT ey, & TOCMOTPETH He pelaiack. Ho co Bueparn-
HEero JIHSI y Hee BO pTy He Obl1o HM Kpoiuku. Cpeau Mycopa
romnajgaauch U 00benKu, Ho JI3HHU K HUM HE MpUTparvpa-
Jlacb — HE U3 OCTOPOXHOCTHU, a TOTOMY, YTO €IlE He ycIena
HACTOJIbKO OT4asAThbcs. K TOMy Xe 3amax THUJIWA BbI3BIBAJ
y Hee OTBpallleHUE.

HagepHoe, oHa Tak OBl 1 yMepJia OT rojoja, 3a0UBIIKCH
B SIIMK BMeCTe ¢ yMepiueid Mmucc IKeiH 1 TepreaInBo JOXM-
nasich, Koraa Ta rmpocHeTrcs. Ho Toii xe Houblo JISHHM yCIbI-
1aja, 4To KTO-TO KOIOUIMUTCS B MyCOpe, BbIOpajiach U3 CBO-
€ro YKPBITUS M YBUJIEIA HE3HAKOMYIO XXEHIIUHY. 2KeHITUHO!
eil mokazanach NEBUYOHKA JIET JABEHAALIATH, HO MOCKOJIbKY
pOCTOM OHa Oblj1a ropasno Bblle JI3HHU, Ta MPUYKCIINIIA €€
K B3POCJIbIM.

IToatomy JIaHHU 0OpaTmiach K HE3HAKOMKE POOKO U MOY-
TUTEJIbHO:

— Ho0pklit Beuep, MAM...

OT HEOXXMIAaHHOCTHU JI€BUOHKA B3IPOTHYJIA.

— TboI yTo TyNIsgelIb B TAKOH JIMBEHb, KPOIIIKa?

— OrTkyna BbI 3HaeTe, KaKk MEHS 30BYT?
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— Yero?

— Taxk meHs 30ByT — KpollkagsHHU.

Ee cobecenHuiia XMbIKHYJIA:

— Hy, momoxwum, He COBCEM Tak... ThI 4TO, XXUBEIIb
31ech?

— Kaxercs, HeT.

— A marb TBOS TIE?

— ¥ MeHs ee HeT, — MPUILJIOCH TPU3HATHCA [IPHHU.

— A npyrue? Hy, ponnun? Ha 6poasikky Thl HE MOX0Xa.
C KeM Thl XKUBeIlb?

— C mucc JxeitH.

— A, BOT OHO 4YTO, — 3aKMBajla He3HAaKOMKa. — A OHa
Kyza aeBajach?

JI3HHM yKa3aja Ha SII1K, U ee COOeceTHIIIa C COMHEHUEM
HaxMypujiach, O0OIITa BOKPYT SIIWKA, HAKJIOHWJIACH Hal
HUM, MIPUCMOTpEIACh 1 3amo3ia BHYTpb. JIaHHM ocTanach
CHapyXM — 3arjsiabIBaTh B SIIMK €il OOJIbIlle HEe XOTEJIOCh.
BHyTpu maxiio rnpoTuBHee, 4YeM OT Mycopa.

HesHakomasi neBouka BblI€3/a U3 SIIKKA, TSIXKEI0 B310X-
HyJa W TepenepHyiach. IloToM HakjgoHwiach K [I9HHU
U c1abo yJIbIOHYIACh:

— bennaxka... bonblie y Te0s1 HUKOro HeT?

— OmHa Obl1a cO MHOM, Korma s ouHyiaach. Hac obeux
KTO-TO M30m1. Mucc JIxkeitH cka3ana, 9To MeHsI yIapuiad 1o
TOJIOBE U Y MEHSI OTIIMOJIO ITaMsITh, HO TIOTOM OHa BEPHETCS.
A Tocie MbI IPSITAIUCh, YTOOBI TOT Y€JIOBEK HAC HE Halle...

— Yro ke Tenepb HaM ¢ TOOOI aenaTh? Bo3bMy-Ka s TeOst
¢ co00i1 — y Hac He IoM, ITPOCTO MHOTO JeTel, eCTh 1 cTap-
mue. 2KuBeM, kak ymeeM. Bce Mbl 3apabaTbiBacM cebe Ha
xJied, Jaxe Takye Majbllv, KaK Thl. MaJlbUMIIKU YUCTST
KapMaHbl, 1a U IEBYOHKHU TOXE, IOKa He TTOAPACTYT U HE Hau-
HYT 3aKOJIauMBaTh MOHETY, Jiexka Ha cliiuHe. BoT 1 MHe ckopo
NpuAeTcs, eciiu Mep3asell Jlarrep He OTCTaHeT...

IMocnenHue ciaoBa MPO3BYyYalIM C TaKUM OTBpAIlleHUEM,
yTto JIsHHU poOKO cripocua:
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— A 10 moxast pabora?

— XyxXe HeKyna, 1eTKa, U MUKHYTh He YCIeellb, KaK Mo/I-
XBaTUILb KaKyl0-HUOYIb 3apa3y U Chirpaellb B MK, A Jlar-
repy-to 4yto? EMy Uil Obl 3a1IUOUTD ACHBIY...

— Takas pabota MHe He HyxkHa. Criacu0o, s JTy4llie ocTa-
HYCb 31IECh.

— Jlaxe He... — Hayajia HE3HAKOMKa M BAPYT OCEKJIACh. —
Cnymai, uyro s nmpuaymanal 9x, Xaib, camMa He TOTymKasa
paHbllle, HO OTKyIa e MHe Obulo 3HaTh? MHe-TO yxe
MO37IHO, a BOT Tebe B caMblil pa3. Mbl CKakeM UM, 4TO Thl
MaJTbyMILKa.

— Ho g xe neBouxa.

— Camo co0oii, KpolllKa, a Mbl HaiiieM Tebe IITaHbl, OT-
pexXeM BOJIOCHI... — JIeBUOHKa XUXMKHYyJIa. — HUKTO HU4ero
1 HEe 3aMeTUT. YBUAST, UYTO Ha TeOe IITaHbl, U MPUMYT 3a
Maibuuiky. Kak B urpe, nonumaenb? byaer cMelHo, BOT
YBUIUILb. A TIOApacTelllb — caMa PellUIlb, YeM 3aHIThC,
1 HUKTO Tebe He CKaXeT, YTO pa3 Thl IEBYOHKA, Y T€OST OTHA
nmopora. Hy kak, ronurcsi? Xouelb IornpoooBaTh?

— B Takue urpbl 1 HUKOTAa He Urpajia, Ho s MOMpooylo
Hay4YUThCS, MOM.

CobecenHuiia JIsHHM 3aKaTuIa r1a3a.

— JIoHHU, ThI UTO, HE YMeelllb TOBOPUTH MO-TIOACKUA?

JI3HHU X0Tesa ObLIO OTBETUTD: «MI3BUHUTE, HE YMEIO», HO
CMYTHWJIaCh U MOJIYA MOKayaja rojloBoii.

— Torpa nyyrie MouM, TOKa He 3aTOBOPMUIILIb, KaK 5. A TO
TeOs1 MUTOM pacKycsT. He Tpych, s TeOs1 BceMy Hayuy.

— A xorma mucc JIXeilH MOIpaBUTCS, OHAa OyIeT XKUTb
¢ Hamu?

HesHnakomka B3noxHyJa:

— Ona ymepna. Bca Obita B KpoBu. Sl Hakpbuia ee
1IaJIblo... HY-HY, He TUlaub. Tenepb y TeOsI ecTb 5.



Ihaea 1

Jxxepemu Majiopu u nipexe ciydanaoch ObIBaTh B TaBep-
Hax, MOJIb3YIOLIUXCS JYPHOM CJIaBOM, HO B TaKYIO OH IO
BriepBble. [TOCKOJIBKY TaBepHa CTOsUIa Ha caMoil TpaHule
JIOHAOHCKUX TPYIIOO, HEYIMBUTEIbHO, YTO €€ HABOTHSUIU
BOPHI U TOJIOBOPE3bI, TIPOCTUTYTKU U OaHIbl O€CIIPU30PHU-
KOB — HECOMHEHHO, CJIe/IyIolliee TOKOJIeHUE MPECTYMTHUKOB,
KaKMMM KUILeJl 00JIbIIONA TOPOI.

OO0cnenoBath caMu TpYII00kI Jxkepemu He pemrancs. OT-
BaXXMBIIVCh HA TAKOM 111aT, CJIE0BAJIO MPEXKIe MOTPOIIaThCs
C POJHBIMU U MPEAYNPEauThb, YTO €ro, BO3MOXHO, BUIST
B mocienHuil pa3. Ho B 3Ty TaBepHy, OoJbllle MOXOXYI0 Ha
BOPOBCKOI MTPUTOH, HUYETO He IOI03peBalolre 100pomno-
PSIIOYHBIE TOPOXKAHE 3aX0AUIN 03 OMAaCeHUI — 3aKa3bIBAIU
KPYXKY-IPYTryl0, 0OHapy>XuUBaiu, YTO KTO-TO OOUMUCTUI UX
KapMaHbl, a €CJIM TI0 TJIYIOCTH OCTaBaJIMCh 3€Ch HOUEBaTh,
TO JIMIIAINCh HE TOJBKO KOIIENbKa, HO W BCEU OMEXIbI
U MPOYETo UMYIIEeCTBa.

3a koMHaTy JIXXepeMu yxe 3ariatui. Majo Toro, oH OyK-
BaJIbHO COPUJ Je€HbIaMM — YTOCTWJ BCEX MOCeTUTeNelt Ta-
BEPHBI, PACITOPSIIUIICS, YTOOBI My3bIKAHTBI UTPAJIA HE YMOJI-
kast. OH paccuuTaj, YTO paHO WJIM MO3IHO 3[1ECh Er0 OTrpaodsIT.
IToromy u siBUIICS cronma B conpoBoxneHuu npyra [lepcu —
JIOBUTB BOpa.

HegeposiTHO, HO B Kou-To Beku [lepcu Onaen aepxai por
Ha 3aMKe. HenmpuBbIaHOE MOTYaHME OOITIMBOTO U K TOMY XK€
JlerkombicieHHoro Ilepcu MOXHO ObLIO MPUIKMCATh JMIIb
HEPBO3HOCTU. A OOBSICHUTh HEPBO3HOCTb HE COCTABJISLIO
Tpyna: ecim JIxXepeMu 4yBCTBOBAJI ceOsI B TaBEpHE KakK IoMa,
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MOCKOJIbKY UMEHHO B TaKOil 0OCTaHOBKE POIUJICS U BHIPOC,
MoKa B IIIECTHAALATh JIET ero He pasbickai otel, I[lepcu
C poxXIeHUs MpuHamIexal K 130paHHOMY OOILECTBY.

JIxxepeMu, eCiIM MOXHO TaK BBIPA3WUTBCS, «yHACIed0-
Bas» Ilepcu, Korma aBa ero jgy4iiux apyra, Hukonac Unen
n Ky3eH Ixepemmu Hepek Moanopu, 003aBeIMCh CEMbSIMU
U OCTENeHUINCh. A MOCKOIBKY Jlepek mpuHsut xkepemu mof
KpBLIO ellle B Ty Topy, Koraa JIxepemu u ero otell Jxeiimc
BepHy/IUCh B JIOHIOH MOCie NOJITOXAaHHOTO MPUMUPEHUS
Ixeitmca ¢ ponHbiMu, [lepcu TpUBBLIK BeIOMpaTh xkepeMu
CBOVM CITyTHUKOM, OTIPABJISISICh pa3BieKaThCsl B TOPOJ, TEM
OoJiee B 3aBeleHUsI, IIe caM OH ObIBaJl peaKo.

JIxxepeMu He Bo3paxasd. 3a TMOCJIeAHWE BOCEMb JIET OH
ycren capyxuthbes ¢ Ilepcu u mpuBsizatbest K HeMy. MHaue He
cran Obl BeITacKMBaTh Ilepcu u3 mnocnenHei nepeneaku: He
Jajee Kak B TpoIioe BockpeceHbe Jopa KpaHman ¢ mapTHe-
pamu obumnctuit Ilepcu B KapTel 10 TociieqHeir HUTKA. He-
3aIaWIMBBIN UTPOK JIMIIWICS TPeX ThICSY (DYHTOB, SKUIIaxkKa
1 Bcex (paMWIbHBIX PEJIUKBUI, B TOM YUCJIE U JABYX CaMblIX
noporux. Ilepcu Tak JIOBKO OOJAMOIIWIM, YTO OH HUYEro
He TTOMHWJI, MOKA Ha CJIEAYIOLIUI JeHb HE Y3HAIl O CIIyYUB-
LIEMCS OT OJHOTO U3 TOCTEN.

Ilepcu BocmbLIa THEBOM, M He 0e3 IpUYMHBLL. Jla, neHbru
Y 3KUMNaX ObUIM CIIPaBEUIMBON ILJIATOM 3a JOBEPYUBOCTD,
HO JIBa KOJbIla — 3TO COBCeM Ipyroe neno. OMHO M3 HMX,
CTapuHHOE, ObLIO yKpalleHO (haMWIbHOW MevYaTKoi, a BTO-
poe, 6GaCHOCIOBHO 1IEHHOE, C 1LIEJI0W POCCHINbIO AParoleH-
HBIX KAMHEH, TepeaaBanoch B ceMbe [lepcu Ha MpoTskeHUn
JKU3HU MSTU TTOKoJeHui. [lepcu v B roJIoBy He MPUIILIO Obl
MOCTAaBUTh €T0 Ha KOH. OYeBUAHO, €ro BBIHYAWIW WIH 3a-
CTaBUJIM CIeJIaTh 3TO C MTOMOIIIbIO KAKOW-TO XUTPOH YJIOBKHU.

U BOT Teneph KoJbLIO MpUHamiexasno jgopay JxoHy Xen-
nuHrey. Ilepcu Bbliien u3 cedsi, y3HaB, 4TO XEIIUHIC Ha-
OTpe3 OTKA3bIBAETCS MPOAATH KOJIbIIO MPEXXHEMY BIIAICIIbILY.
B nenbrax jopn He Hynascs. B akumnaxe — tem 6osee. A BOT
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KOJIblLIa CUMTA TpodesMU, CBUIETEIbLCTBAMU COOCTBEHHOM
JIOBKOCTH U yIauIuBOCTH. TouHee, yMEHUSI MOILIEHHUYATb —
Ho [I>xepemu He cymen Obl 10Ka3aTh 3TO, HE YBUIEB CBOUMU
rJa3aMH.

Bynp XenmuHrc mopsimOYHBIM YeJIOBEKOM, OH OTIPaBHII
6wl [lepcu criath, BMECTO TOTO UTOOBI TTPOIOJIKATH CITAUBATh
€ero, noaduBasi MOCTaBUTh Ha KOH KoJiblia. CoxpaHUCh y Xea-
JIMHICA XOTb Karuisl MOPsSIIOYHOCTH, OH To3Bosiu Obl [lepcu
BBIKYNUTH KoJiblia. [lepcu npemnarai cyMMy, MHOTOKPAaTHO
MPEBBIIIAOIIYIO0 UX CTOUMOCTh. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, OH He 6e/1-
CTBOBAJI: OTELl OCTaBUJI €My BHYIIUTEIbHOE HACJIEACTBO.

Ho moctymnarh, Kak mogo06aeT IOpsiIOYHOMY YeJIOBEKY,
XenmuHre He kenaia. OH gep3ko mocMesicsa Han Ilepcu
1 TIO/I KOHEIl TTPUTPO3UJT €My pacIpaBoii, eCliid TOT He Tiepe-
CTaHeT T0Ky4JaTh eMy. M 3TO HacTonbKo B30ecuiio Jxkepemu,
YTO OH PeIIWJI He BbIOMpaTh cpeacTB. Tem O6osee uto [lepcu
ObLT yOEXX/IeH, YTO 3a MOTeplo KOJIell MaTh HUKOTA He TIPOo-
ctut ero. Co qHs 10CaHOTO MTPOUTPHIIIA OH U30eran BCTpey
C Heil, YToObl OHAa HEHAPOKOM He 3aMeTuJia OTCYTCTBUS (a-
MUJIbHBIX PEJIMKBUI Y HETO Ha Majibliax.

C Tex mop Kak JIpy3bsl YIAIWINCh B CHSTYIO Ha BTOPOM
9TaXke TaBEPHbI KOMHATY, WX MBITAIMCH OrpabUTh TPUIKIbI.
Bce Tpu momnbiTKM OBUIM O CMELIHOTO HEYKIIOXUMM,
u Ilepcu yxxe oT4asicsl HAMTU BOpa, CIIOCOOHOTO BBIIOJIHUTH
ux nopyuenue. Ho [Ixxepemu He Tepsut Haaexael. Tpu mo-
MBITKM 32 1BA Yaca — HEIUI0XO0, 3HAYUT, HOUbIO OyIeT mpea-
TIPUHSATO €UIE HECKOJIBKO.

JBepb onsiTh MPUOTKpPbUIACh. B KOMHaTe ObUIO TEMHO,
B Kopuzmope Toxe. Ecim ouepenHoii rpaburtesnb XOoTb Ha
YTO-HMOYIb CIIOCOOEH, OH 00oiineTcsl U 6e3 cBeTa, 3apaHee
MOI0XIaB, KOTAa Iia3a MpYBBIKHYT K TeMHoTe. I1laru mnpo-
3By4YasIu yepecuyp ryJko. YupkHysa cmyka.

JIxxepeMy B3IOXHYJ U OMHUM T'MOKWMM JIBVKEHUEM IO~
HSIICSL CO CTyJIa y ABepH, rae mnpomosnkan omeHust. Crymas
THUIIIE, YeM SIBUBIIMICST B KOMHATY TpabUTeIh, OH MTHOBEHHO
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nperpaaui eMmy myTh. 1o cpaBHeHUI0 ¢ BopoM JIxepemu Ka-
3aJICS1 U€JIOBEKOM-TOPOI1, XOTsI I HE3BaHbII TOCTh OBLI JaJIEKO
He HIYTUIBIM YIMYHBIM MaJIbYUIIKON. CTOJKHYBIIKMCH C HEO-
XKUOAHHBIM IIPEMSITCTBHEM, TpabUTellb C O30pOM OexXal 13
KOMHATBI.

JxepeMu 3axJIOMHYJ 32 HUM JABepb. PazouapoBaTbcsl OH
Tak U He ycresl. Houb ToNbKO HaumHanmach. Y rpaburtenei
elle yiiMa BpeMeHH JJis MonbIToK. Eciv nmoHamoOuTes, oH,
[xepemMu, OyIeT OTIyrMBaTh OJHOTO 3a IPYTHM, MTOKa HE J0-
JKAETCS MacTepa CBOEro Jesna.

A Tlepcu coBcem mpuyHbul. OH cujesl Ha KpOBaTH, MpU-
CJIOHUBUIUCH CIMHOM K CTeHe, — JieUb Ha MECTHbIE Cephble
MPOCTBHIHUA €My M B TOJIOBY He MpMXOoAWIo. ToJbKo Mo Ha-
cTosiHUIO JI>kKepeMy OH TIpHUCeNl Ha TIOCTeNb U TTPUTBOPUIICS
crsiuM. Ho mpemynpenusi, 4To «OnesyioM YKPbIBaThCsl He
CTaHy, 6Jaronapio MOKOpPHO».

— JlomkeH Xe ObITh IPYTroii Croco0 HaHSTh BOpa, — CETO-
Baj [lepcu. — MoxeT ObITh, CYLIECTBYET ar€HTCTBO Halima?..

JIxxepeMu efiBa caepxajl CMEIIOK.

— Tepnenue, ctapuHa! f ke TOBOpuII, 4YTO TOHATOOUTCS
JKAATh BCIO HOYb.

— Hapo 6bUI0 CIPOCUTH TBOETO OTHA... — ITPOMSIMIINIIL
Ilepcu.

— O uem 310?

— [a Tak, IpyXXuliie, HA O YeM.

J>xepemMy ToKayayj TOJOBOHW, HO Tpomosyaid. BuHUTH
ITepcu 3a TO, YTO OH COMHEBaJICs B ClTOCOOHOCTH J>kepemMu
CIIPaBUTLCSI CO CTOJIb CJIOXKHOI 3a7aueit, ObLIO HEBO3MOXHO:
I>xepemu ObLT Ha AeBATh jetT Monoxe Ilepcu. K tomy ke
oontyHa [lepcu, HAUKMCTO JIUIIEHHOTO YMEHMSI XPaHUTDb Ce-
KpeThbl, HUKTO HE TIOCBSITUJ B TaliHY MPOUCXOKIEHMS U BOC-
nutaHus Jxepemu.

B nepBhie miecTHaAUATh JET XXU3HU U pabOTHL B TaBepHE
y JI>xepemu 0OHApYKUI0Ch HEMAJIO HEOXKMAAHHBIX TaJJaHTOB.
Bo-1iepBBIX, yMEHME MUTh, HE TbsiHES : JI)KepeMy MOT CBaJIUTh
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IT0ZI, CTOJI OTHOTO 32 IPYTMM BCEX CBOMX NMPUATENEN, BBIITMBAs
C HUMU HapaBHE, HO OCTaBasiCh Tpe3BbIM. Bo-BTOPHIX, JOB-
KOCTb 1 YIAWIMBOCTb B Apakax. He ciemoBano npeHedperarb
1 CITOCOOHOCTBIO OTJINYATh HACTOSIIIYIO YTPO3Y OT MHUMOM.

Ha »TOM emuHCTBEeHHOE B CBOeM poie oOpa3oBaHUE
[>xepemMy He 3aKOHYWJIOCH: Y3HAB O CYIIECTBOBAaHUM ChIHA,
xerimc cam B3siicst 3a Hero. Ho JIxeitmc Manopu Bpaxo-
BaJl ¢ MHOTOYMCJIEHHOM poaHel u Bea B KapubckoM Mope
0e33200THY10 XU3Hb NTMpaTa — BepHee, Kak OH MpeAnoyuTal
ce0s1 Ha3bIBaTh, MMpaTa-aXeHTIbMeHa. Tem BpemeHeM [Ixe-
pEMU 3aHMMAJIOCh MecTpoe coopullle — KoMaHna Jxkeimca,
00y4ast MaTbUMIIKY TOMY, YETO B €0 BO3pacTe He MoJaraaoch
3HaTh.

060 Bcem atoMm Ilepcu m He momo3peBan. B apyre on
BHIEJT TOJIBKO 00asTEILHOTO MTOBECY, K ABAILIATH ITSITH ToIaM
MOB3POCJIEBIIETO, HO HE YTPAaTUBIIETO OOAsSHUS: CTOWJIO
J>xepeMy BOWTH B KOMHATy, KaK OH TOTajaj o MpULEeT
BJIIOOJICHHBIX B3IJISIOB BCEX TMPUCYTCTBYIOIIMX >KEHIIMH.
PazymeeTcsi, Kpome cBOMX polnCcTBEHHMII. Te ero mpocTo-Ha-
MPOCTO 00OXKAIH.

BHemHocTh JIxkepemMu yHaclenoBaa OT CBOETO ASinU DH-
TOHUW: 3HAKOMSICh C HUM, KaXIblii MOT OBl AaTh rojIOBY Ha
oTceueHue, uto [xxepemu — ceiH ToHu, a He Ixelimca. [1o-
no6HO asiae, JxkepeMu OB BHICOK POCTOM M IIMPOKOILIEY,
MOT TIO TIPaBy TOPIUTHLCSI TOHKOM TajMei, y3KUMU GempamMu
W JUIMHHBIMU KPEIKUMHU HOraMH. Y 000MX T'yOBI OBLIM COY-
HBIMU, TTOAOOPOIKN — YETKO OYEPUEHHBIMU M HAIMEHHBIMMU,
HOCBI — TOPIEIMBBIMU, PUMCKUMM, KOXa — CMYTJI0-OpOH-
30BOM, a BOJIOCBl — TYCTBIMU, OTTEHKA 30€HOBOIO JIepeBa.

Ho nepBbIMU B3IJIS1A MPUTSITUBAIY TJ1a3a — OTJIMYUTENb-
Hasl yepTa JIMIIb HEMHOTMX MYXUYMUH ceMmeiicTBa Moajopu:
SIPKO-CUHUE, C TSDKEIBIMU BEKaMU, C e1Ba YIOBUMBIM HaMme-
KOM Ha 9K30THYECKU pa3pe3, ¢ 0aXpoMOi MYyIIUCTBIX Yep-
HBIX PECHUII, TIOJ TYCTHIMU OpOBsIMU BpasieT. LIbiraHckue
rJ1a3a, yHacjieIoBaHHbIe OT rpabadyiiku Ixepemu, AHacTa-
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cuu CrenaHodd, — HAMOJIOBUHY 1ILITAHKHU, O YeM €€ POi-
Hbl€ Y3HAJIU TOJIKO B MPOIILJIOM Tofy. AHacTacus TUIEeHUIIA
Kpucrodepa Majnopu, mepBoro Mmapkusa XeiBepcToHa, U OH
XKEHWICS Ha Hell Ha BTOPOIi IeHb 3HaKoMcTBa. Ho aT0 cemeli-
HOe TIpefaHue 3HAJU TOJbKO UX MPSIMbIe TIOTOMKH.

IMonsars, mouemy Ilepcu yxe Xaiyiea, 4To He TOAyMaJICS
obpaTuthcsl K oty JXepemMu, ObLIO HecsioxHO. Jlpyra
Ilepcu, depeka, JIxeitMc 130aBUI OT 3aTpyAHEHUI BechMa
meKomMBoro cpoiictea. Ilepcu He momo3peBaji, 4TO KOr-
na-to JIxeiMc ObUT MUPaTOM, 3aTO MTPEKPACHO MOMHUI, YTO
Ixeiitmc Maopu Bo BpeMeHa MOJIOAOCTHU CJIbLI CAaMbIM OTYa-
SIHHBIM JIOHZIOHCKWM 3aIMpoit U 1ierojeM. M pa3Be Harencs
OBl B CTOJIMIIE XOTb OAWH CMeJIbYaK, CIIOCOOHBIA OpOCUTH
JI>xeiiMcy BBI30B, — OyIb TO HA PUHTE WX Ha My3au?

IMepcu moep3asr Ha TTOCTEU M OISITh MPUTBOPUIICS CIISI-
muM. Bce 3BykM B KOMHaTe CTUXJIW, APY3bs 3aTaWIMCh
B OXXUJIAHUU OYEPETHOTO TpadbUTeIs.

Jxxepemu 3amymaiicsi: CTOUT i oObsicHITH [lepcu, uro
B Onmxkaiiiiee BpeMs JxxefiMc eMy HUYEM He MTOMOXET, TaK
Kak yexasl B XeliBepCTOH B rOCTH K Oparty JIxxelicoHy, yepes
JIeHb Toc/ie TOoro, Kak y JIXkepeMu MosiBUJICSI HOBBIN TOPO.I-
ckoit noM? Cam [IxkepeMu He COMHEBAJICS, UYTO B IIOMECThE
oTell 3aIEPXKUTCS Ha TTapy HeJeIb — U3 OTMaceHMUsI, YTO B ITPO-
THUBHOM ciiydae JIxkepeMu IpUBJIeUYET ero K BEIOOPY 1 ITPU00-
pETeHUIO MeOeIn.

IMorpyxeHHslit B MbIcH, JIXKepeMu 4yTh HE YITyCTUI U3
BUIly TeHb, OECIIYMHO CKOJIb3HYBIIIYIO Yepe3 BCIO KOMHATy
K KpoBaTu. Ha 3TOT pa3 oH He ciblllaj, KaK OTKpPbLIach
IIBEpb — CKa3aTh I10 MpPaBJe, BOOOILE HE CAbIIIaI HUA 3ByKa.
Ecnu 6Bl o6uTaTe b KOMHATHI HA CAMOM JIeJIe CIajl, 9TOT He-
3BaHbIA TOCTh HE pa30yaui Okl ero.

MHOro3HayuTeJbHO YJABIOHYBIIMCH, J>KepeMu 4MpKHYII
CIIMYKOI 1 TIOJHEC ee K CBeue, KOTOPYIO 3apaHee MOCTaBUI
Ha CTOJI BO3JIe CBOEro CTyja. Bop MTrHOBEHHO OOEpHYJICS.
J>xepeMU BOJIbIOTHO pa3BaJIWJICS Ha cTyje. Bop u He momgo-
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3peBajl, HACKOJbKO ObICTpO JI>kepeMUu CrocoOeH COpBaThCs
¢ MecTa B ciiydyae HeobxogumocTu. Ho u Bop Toxe He nBu-
rajicsl: OUYeBUIHO, TAKOI BCTPEUM OH HE OXHUAA.

— Bort Tak-tak! — Ilepcu momHsut roioBy. — Heyxkenu
HaM HaKOHEII-TO TTOBe3J10?

— Tloxoxe Ha To, — oTo3Bajcs JIxxepemu. — A He ciabI-
Iajg HU 3ByKa. DTO Halll YeJIOBeK — TOYHee, MaJbuuIIKa,
€CJIM YX Ha TO TOILJIO.

Bop onoMHuIICs, ¥ eMy SIBHO HE TIOHPABUJIOCH YCJIbIIIAH-
HOE; OH ITOMO3PUTENIbHO yCTaBWics Ha Jlkepemu TpUIlLy-
PEHHBIMU TJa3aMu. JxkepeMu He obpaTusl Ha 3TOT B3I
HM Majeiiiero BHUMaHusl. OH BBICMaTpUBaJI OpYyXHuE, HO
BCKOpE pelln, 4To Bop 0e3opyxkeH. Pazymeercsi, B Kapma-
Hax y caMmoro JI>kepemu Jiexkaso 1o MHUCTOJIETY, HO TOCTaBaTh
HX OH HE TOPOIIMJICS.

Poctom BbIIIe TTepBBIX HEYAAUIMBBIX TpadbUTeNeil, HO 3a-
METHO TOHBIIIE WX, 3TOT BOP ObLI ellle OYeHb MOJIOA — CYIS
0 TJIAKWUM ILeKaM, JIET MSTHaauaTu-1ectHaauati. O4eHb
CBETJIbIE, TIOYTU Oesible BOJIOCHI, BbIOIIKMECS OT MPUPOJbI, OH
KOpOTKO cTpur. becpopmeHHas yepHas 1Isina BbllIa U3
MOJIbl HECKOJIbKO BEKOB Hazajl. TeMHO-3eeHbli 6apXaTHbIN
CIOPTYK — HECOMHEHHO, KpaJieHbIi1 — ObLT HEMMOBEPHO 3aca-
JIeH, 00TpenaH U U3MSIT, KaK OyITO B HEM ITIOCTOSIHHO CIIaJIu.
Korma-To 6emast pybaiika ele coxpaHwia Ha BOpOTe OCTaTKU
000pOK, MO IJTMHHBIMU YePHBIMU MTAHTAJIOHAMU BUIHENCh
CTYITHU, OaliMakoB He ObL1o. XWUTpbiit Manblil! Heyausu-
TEJbHO, YTO OH MPOCKOJIB3HYJ B KOMHATY OECIITYMHO.

Ha 3aypsimHoro Bopa HEM3BECTHBII HE TTOXOIMII — BEPO-
SITHO, TPUUYMHOI TOMY ObLIa €ro IoHOLIeCKast MUIOBUIHOCTbD.
OT HEOXXMAAHHOCTH OH YK€ IaBHbIM-IaBHO ornpaBuJcs. Eme
MT'HOBEHUE — W OH METHYJICS K IBepH, HO JIxkepeMu ObLT Ha-
yeky. [IpuBanuBIINCH K ABEPU CIIMHOM, OH CKPECTU PYKU
Ha rpyau. M pacrablics B JEHUBOH yCMeEIIIKe.

— He cnemure, oHowa. Bel erie He BbICAyIIANM Halle
Mpe1IoXeHUe.
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Bop BHOBB pacTepsiyicsi ¥ YCTaBUJICS Ha HETO BO BCe IJ1a3a.
HagepHoe, ero o6e3opyxuia yabioka JIxXepeMH, a MOXET,
paccTpowia cOOCTBEHHasl HeyaadyHas IonbiTKa O0erctBa. Ha
a1oT pa3 [lepcu 3aMeTHII B3IJIsI1 HEM3BECTHOTO M MOCETOBAJT:

— Yepr nobepu, OH TapaluTcs Ha TeOsI, KaK pacIyTHas
neByoHka! Ham Hy>XeH MyX4MHa, a He peOeHOK.

— Bospact He uMeeT 3HauYeHUs], CTapuHa, — BO3pa3WJl
xepemu. — [1aBHOE — JTIOBKOCTb, OCTAJILHOE YK€ HE BasKHO.

[TapHuIlKa rycto mokpacHes, 0CKOpOJEHHO HaxXMypUJICs
U BIIepBbIe 06epHyJcs K Ilepcu.

— Hukorna He BUgan Takoro cMas3ivMBoro oborava.

Onurer Hacmenma Ilepcu — B ommume ot JIXepemu.
Xpabpell, KOTOPBI B IPOLLILIA pa3 Ha3Bajl €ro «CMasJiu-
BBIM», HEIOCUMTAJICS] HECKOJIbKUX 3yOOB.

— Kro On1 roBopu! Jla y Tebsg caMoro mIeBYOHOYLE
JIM10, — MapupoBal JxxepeMu.

— W npapna! — nmonxsatun [Mepcu. — Tebe He momeriano
OBl OTPAaCTUTh OOPOIY MJIN XOTs Obl CHU3UTh T'OJIOC HaA Tapy
OKTaB.

DTo NnpeagokeHre BHOBb BOTHAIO IOHOIIY B KPACKY, U OH
npoOypya:

— llleTrHa moka He pacTteT. MHe Xe ISITHaaLaTh... BpOIe
on1. [IpocTo NIMHHBINI, BOT U BCe.

JI>xepemu MOT OBI IIOCOYYBCTBOBATh IAPEHBKY — B IIEPBYIO
ouepenb 1U3-3a 3TOTO «Bpoje Obl», 03HAYAIOIIETO, YTO IOHBIN
MPECTYIMHUK, TMOAJ0OHO MHOTMM CHUpOTaM, He 3HaeT, Koraa
ponuncs. Ho JIxxepeMu OgfHOBPEMEHHO 3aMETUJI [IBE BEILU.
l'onoc Hen3BeCTHOrO MoHAaYyaly BBICOKO B3BMJICS, a K KOHILY
(bpasbl NOHU3WIICS, KaK ObIBAET Y MAJIbYUIIEK B TOT TPYAHbIA
MepuoJ B3pOCJIEHMSI, KOorna y HUX JoMaercs ronoc. M Bce-
Taku J[>kepeMu Moka3anoch, YTO OH 3ByYUT HEECTECTBEHHO —
CJIMIIIKOM YX MPaBUJIbHO M PACCUUTAHHO.

Bropoe 00CTOSATENBCTBO OTKPBHUIOCH IIPM OJMKaKIIeM
PACCMOTPEHUHM TOCTSI: OH OKAa3aJICsI HE TTPOCTO MUJIOBUIHBIM,
a KpacuBbIM. TO e camoe IMTOCTOPOHHUE MOTJIM OBl CKa3aThb
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