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41 cTpalIHbBIi KOHCEpBAaTOP, OCOOEHHO KOTIa pedb 3a-
XOIUT O NeTeKTUBE.

41 Bcerma BBIOMpA0 KHUTH CO BCEUM CEPbE3HOCTHIO:
IIOJITO XOXY Tyda-ciofa BIOJIb 3aCTaBJICHHBIX ITOJIOK Ma-
rasyHa, IpUOVPYMBO YMUTA0 aHHOTAIUIO, IIPOJIUCTHIBAIO
HECKOJIBKO CTPAaHULI U3 CEPEAMHbI, BHUMATEIBHO Pa3risi-
NIBIBaIO 00JIOXKKY, HIOXal0 CBEXXEOTIeYaTaHHbIE CTPAHULIBI,
WHOTIA IpoOyI0 KopentoK Ha 3y0. [1pocTo s momkHa OBITh
3apaHee yBepeHa, monuMaere?.. YToObl He ObLIO HUKAKIX
HENPUSITHBIX HEOXNIAHHOCTE!, a, HAIIPOTUB, OJHU IIPH-
SITHBIE: TallHbBI, 3aTaJKU, TIOTOHU, MEePEeCTPEIKU, JTIOOOBbD,
onaTh xe. U — rimaBHoe! — 4ToOBI B (hrHAJIE 3710 0Ka3aJloCh
HaKa3aHo, a J0OpPO BOCTOPXKECTBOBAJIO! A Uero pamu ele
YUTATH?..

OcobeHHO ObIBaeT OOUIHO, KOrla 3HAKOMbIE aBTOPbI
BIPYT «OepyTcsl 32 yM»: MUcaI-Mucall, XOpoIlo Mucai, OT-
JIMYHO aXe, BCEM HPaBWJIOCH, a ITOTOM KaKasi-TO BBICOKO-
YMHasl «IOCTOEBIIMHA» HAaYMHaeTcs. 3auem?..

A BOT Mo# mooumast EBrenust 'opckast U3 Tex aBTOpOB,
B KOTOPBIX MOXHO HE COMHeBaThcs. [IprHMMasICh 3a ee
HOBBII JETEKTUB, MOXXHO OBITh TBEPAO YBEPEHHBIM: Beuep
yaacTcs Ha cyaBy!



Esrenns FTOPCKAS

l'opckass — HempeB3oiiieHHBIN MacTep uHTpuru. Eit
YIAeTCsl MPUIYMBIBATh HETPUBUAAJIBHBIC, 3aXBATHIBAIOLIME,
MHOTOXOZIOBBIE CIOXETHI. £l MPEeKpacHO 3HaI0, KaK CJIIOXKHO
MPUIyMaTb UCTOPUIO CO MHOXECTBOM B3aMMOCBSI3aHHBIX
NEeTeKTUBHBIX JUHUI. OHU TO Pacmoyi3aloTcs B pa3HbIe
CTOPOHBI, TO HOPOBST HAMEPTBO CIYTaThCs, U BHICTPOUTH
HX B CTPOMHYIO JIOTMUECKYIO LIEMTOYKY MOPOW MPOCTO HeE-
Bo3MoxHo. Ho EBrenust I'opckas 6e3 Tpyna ynpasiseTcs
C HECKOJIbKMMU NE€TEKTUBHBIMU HUTSIMU OJHOBPEMEHHO,
MpeBpallast UX B €AUHbIA CTPOMHBIN, 10 MEJIbYANIIINX AeTa-
JIeil BRIBEpeHHBII pUCYHOK cloxkeTa. B cBoux poMaHax oHa
BOIUT 3a HOC, OTBJIEKAET, ITYCKAET HAC — YUTATEJIEU — T10
JIOXHOMY cieny. VI HUKaK He pa300paTbCs B CIOXKETHBIX
MEepUIETUsIX, Moka cama EBreHust Bce HaM He OOBSICHUT.
Yuraelb — U IyX 3aXBaTbiBaeT!

Ho urto eme BaxxHee, EBrenust I'opckast cymena BbI-
YUCIIATDH «30JI0TOE CEYEHNE» NETEKTUBA — 3IECh B CAMBIA
pas... BCEero, ¥ CTPaxoB, U MPENATEeNIbCTB, U MPUKITIOYEHUH,
U TailH, W JI00BU, a 3TO BEPHBIH MPU3HAK MacTepcTBa
Y OTIBITHOCTH aBTOpA.

Tamoesuna Yemunosa



30 urona, namuuya

TenedoH TpeHbKHYJ, Koraa JIuka mo3paia odbenath.

KeHna ctosiia BHU3Y 1 yabI0anach, JaJOHbIO MPUKPHIBAST
rja3a ot cojHua. JiuiHero Beca y Hee MOYTH He ObLIO, HO
C BepaH[bl BTOPOTO 3Ta)ka HeBbICOKas (urypka Kaszajaach
HEYKITIOXEi, ITOX0Xeil Ha TYMOOUKY.

— Tuxon! — Beceno kpukHyia Jluka. — Mou ckopee!

— Wny, — ynbIOHYCS OH.

TuxoH cyHya KUCTh B OAHKY C pacCTBOPUTENIEM, BHITED
pyku. Jluka BOexasia B JOM, OH TOPOTUIMBO MOCMOTpEN
B TenedoH. Cepiue HerapoM 3aileMuio, Koraa teneoH
MPOCUTHAJIWII O MOCTYIUBILEM COOOIIEHNH, 3CIMICKA ObLIa
oT Hactu. OHa nucana, 4To OU4eHb ero JIIOOuUT.

TuxoH OBICTPO yHaIWII COOOIIIEHNE, MAIIMHAIBLHO 1O~
Tep rpyab. Cepaile He TO YTOOBI 00J1€10, HO OIIYIIAIIOCHh
TSKEJTBIM.

Ecnu tak Oyner u gajblile, OH MOJYYUT UHMAPKT.

— TuxoH! — onATh MOCBILIATIOCH CHU3Y.

— HMny! — KpUKHYJ OH U TIOJOXMI TeJeOH pSIaoM
C PaCTBOPUTEIIEM.

KpyTble cTyneHu Benylileii Ha epBbIii 3Tak BAHTOBOM
JIECTHULIBI OBbLTM HEyTOOHBIMU, HOTU C TPYAOM Ha HUX TO-
MeIIaINCh, OH B3sUICS PYKOii 3a mepuiia. B oTamuue ot Hero
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Esrenns FTOPCKAS

JKeHa cOerajia o CTymneHsIM Jierko. Bimpouem, oHa BeIpocia
B 3TOM JIOM€, Y Hee ObLIO BpeMs MMPUBBIKHYTh K CTYTIEHSIM.

— Hy uTo Tl €71e 1meBenuibest! — TaCKOBO ITpoBoOpYaia
Jluka.

OH ceJ1 HaNpPOTUB XXEHbI 32 TEMHBII TyOOBBI CTO.

Arnmneruta He 6bu10. Hacts TpeGoBasia, 4ToOBI OH TIPU-
HSUT HaKOHELl OKOHYATeJIbHOE PelleHKe, U 3TO OTOMBAJIO
HE TOJIbKO amTMeTUT, COH Toxe. [locnenHue aBe Heaenu oH
MOCTOSTHHO HEAOCHITIAN, ¥ OT 3TOTO rOJI0Ba Ka3alach TSIKe-
JIOM, KaK C TTOXMEJIbSI.

— AnekcaHgpa yumina? — OH IOJIOKWI CMETaHy B Ta-
peNIKy C XOJIOAHBIM CBEKOJbHUKOM, MOBOAMI JIOXKOI,
YTOOBI pa3MelIanach.

Jlo noMpabGOTHUIIBI eMy Jejla He ObLIO, HO O YEM-TO
¢ XeHOl Hao ObLIIO pa3roBapuBaTh.

— Vnura! — Jluka coctpouna rpuMacky. — ['ocrionu,
Kak ¢ Heil Tsekeno! MomduT, Kak OynTo pa3roBapuBaTh
pasyuunachk. [lamy Bce BpeMsi G0JNTOBHEN TOHUMAJA, Me-
maja eMy paboraTh, a MHE U3 Hee KaXI0e CJIOBO BBITSI-
rMBaTh npuxonutcs. Takoe BreyatjeHUe, YTO OHA He 3a
NIEHBI'M ClOJIa TPUXOJIUT, a OloJkeHue nenaet. [1e oHa ele
TaKkylo paboTy HaiinmeT, Kak y Hac! PagoBanace ObI, UTO 5 ee
yCIyramMu MoJib3yloCh, @ OHA CJIOBa LIEOUT, HE TTONMENIb,
KTO U3 Hac xo3siiika!

— Haiimu xoro-HuOyap npyroro, — IOCOBETOBAJ
TuxoH.

— Koro? — ¢sipkuyna Jluka n Haxmypwiack. — Yy-
JKOTO YeJIoBeKa S B JIOM IyCKaTh HE XO4Y, a U3 MECTHBIX
6oJIbIIIe HAHSITh HEKOTO.

MecTHBIMU XeHa Ha3bIBajia XUTeJIel cocenqHeu ¢ nay-
HBIM TOCEJIKOM JIepeBHU. B mocnenHue ronpl iepeBeHCKre
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3A JIEFKOW TEHbIO JIETA

JTOMa MacCOBO IMOKYIIaJIi MOCKBUYU, U XEIAIOIINX HAHSITh-
cs B JOMPAOOTHULIbI CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE MEHBIIIE.

Yepes OTKPHITYIO IBEPh M3 cajia 3ajeTesa oca, TUXOH
OTOTHAJ €€ PyKOH.

Hyxwno Hatitu noBon yBuneTh Hactio. Ycnokouts, no-
00elaTh, UTO TTIOPBET € XXEHOM B camoe OJivKaiiliee Bpe-
Ms. B nocnenHuit pa3 oH BUIeNn ee HeAeI0 Ha3all, yaiauHO
BBIPBaBIIMCH B MOCKBY IO MPEAIOTOM HEOOXOOAUMOCTH
3amIsiHYTh B yuuiuuie. [Ipemior Obl1 HACTOSIIIUM, PYKO-
BOJICTBO TPOCHUJIO pacMucaThCsl MOJ HEKOTOPHIMU JOKY-
MEHTaMHU.

Pa6ota B yummiie 6bl1a ero crraceHueM. JIBax bl B He-
JIEJTI0 OH BBIPBIBAJICS U3-TIOJI JIJACKOBOTO IHETA KEHHBI.

JIvka momHsiIach, MOCTaBUIIA ITYCThIe TAPEJIKU B MOKKY.
Beuepom AnekcaHapa mpuaeT, BBIMOET.

Co cniuHBI B IOPTaX M KOPOTKOM Tomuke JIvka ere
Oosblie moxoauia Ha TyMOouKy. OHa ¥ paHblile He mopaxa-
Jla KpacoToM, HO TIPEX/Ie €€ HEYKITIOXKECTh BbI3bIBaJIa B HEM
JIOOPYIO JIACKOBYIO XAaJIOCTh, IaXe, TOXalyil, YMUICHUE.

Temnepb oHa yMIJIEHMS HE BbI3bIBaJIa, HO 3aCTaBUTh CE0SI
cKa3arThb €1, UTO OH YXOIUT K APYroi XeHIIuHe, TUXoH He
Mor. Kak He cMor Obl BBIOPOCUTB HEYKIIIOXKETO IIeHKa Ha
VIUILY.

ZKeHa ronasia tapesiku co BTopbIM. Bce Ob110 MpUroTos-
JIEHO, KaK OH JIIoOUT. TUXOH MPUHSIICS XeBaTb OTOMBHYIO
U XapeHy0 KapTOUIKY.

— XKytkas xapunia!l — JIuka npurioaHsijia CTIHYTbIe
B XBOCT BOJIOCHI.

Bouoche ee kpacunu. be3 MBIITHBIX MEJIKUX KyAPSIIEeK
OHa Obls1a OB COBCEM HEMHTEPECHOIA.

— Bxuioun KOHIULIMOHEP.



Esrenns FTOPCKAS

— U cunets noma! — xXeHa YKOPM3HEHHO BhITapaliuia
rnasa, 3acMmesiach. — JloMa MOXHO U B MOCKBe CUIIETb.
[MoBansioch B ramake.

— Toxe xopoiiee neyio, — yablOHYyACS THUXOH.

JIvka nmpucnyianack.

— VY 1e6s TenedOoH 3BOHUT.

Temnepp m TUXOH yCIIBIIIIAN 3BOHOK.

Yro nenatb, eciu ceituac 3B0HUT HacTs, oH He mipen-
cTaBisi1. JIMKa MOXET TOIHSIThCSI 32 HUM CJIEIOM, TIPUAETCS
JITaTh, MPUAYMBIBATb YTO-TO HA XO.Y...

TuxoH BcTa, Mmoiies HaBepX 1Mo HeyTOOHO JIECTHUIIE.

Crnaga 6ory, 3BoHMIa cocenka Kars.

— 3npaBcTByii, TUXOH.

Cocenxy eMy MHOT/Ia XOTeJIOCh HaprucoBaTh. B Helt 610
YTO-TO, OTJIMYAlOLIee €€ OT COBPEMEHHBIX XXEHIIUH, TUX0H
JIETKO MOT TIPEICTaBUTh COCEAKY B OIbHOM TUIAThE NEBSIT-
Haguaroro Beka. IlpencraButh B GasbHOM Tiathe JIMky
ObIJIO HEBO3MOXKHO.

— IIpuBet! — ¢ obseryeHMEeM MO3I0POBAJICS OH.

— V¥ Jluku He oTBevaet TeiehoH, — CJIOBHO U3BUHSISICh,
o0BsicHUIa coceika. — Mbl ceronHs npueneM. Bam Huuero
He HYXXHO IIp1Be3TH U3 MOCKBBI?

— Cnpomy y Jluku. Eciii 4To-T0 OymeT Hy:KHO, Tiepe-
3B0oHI0. Cniacu6o.

— Buepa 6b11 neHb poxaeHusi BeceBonoma Cepree-
BMYA...

— Ja, — xuBHyJ TuxoH. — MBI ero BUepa NOMSHYJIH.

Tectb ymep uyTh Gosbliie mojyroaa Hazan. C Tex mop
JIvka ¢ nauu He yesxaia.

— Jlo Beuepa.

— Jlo Beuepa.
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3A JIEFKOW TEHbIO JIETA

OH OBICTPO TTOCMOTpPEJ, He OBLIO I HOBBIX COOOIIIE-
Huit. CnaBa Oory, He ObUTO. PHcKOBaTh He cTayi, OISTh
OoCTaBWJI TeJIe(hOH OKOJIO MOJIBOEpTa.

— Kars, — 00bsICHU OH, CITyCKasiCh MO HEYITOOHBIM
cryreHsiM. — CripalimBaja, He Hy>XXHO JI1 HaM YTO-HHOYIb
KyrmuTh. OHu ¢ Muiieit ceronHst mpuenyt. BcrioMmHuna, 4to
y Manbl ObLT IeHb POXKIECHMS.

— Hwuero cebe! — axayna JIuka. Hacymurace, cioBHO
cobupasach 3amniaakatb. — KaTs cuuraeT, 4To s Morjia oo
3TOM 3a0bITh!

— Bpsin 11 oHa Tak myMaeT, — IOIBITaJICS 3aCTyITUThCS
3a cocenky TuxoH. — [IpocTo BcrmomMHMIA, U BCE.

JIuka ycnesna rnocraBUTh Ha CTOJI OJIIOAO0 C KIIyOHUKOIA.
TuxoH, He IPUCAKUBASICh, ChEJI SITOY.

— Iloiiny eme mopaboTaro, — OH CHOBA MOMHSUICS T10
KPYTBIM CTYTIEHSIM, BBIIIIET HA BEPaHIy K MOJILOEPTY.

Hosbix coobiieHmit B TeneoHe He ObLIO.

1 uras, cy6boma

CoJtH1IE TPOOUBAIOCH CKBO3b 1IETh MEXIY 3aHaBeCKa-
mu. Katsi, mocMoTpeB Ha CITSIIIETO pSIIOM My>Ka, IIPOTSHYJIa
PYKY, TIOBEpHYJIa K ceOe CTOSIBIINIA HA TYMOOUYKE OyIMIb-
HuK. [TonoBuHa gecsaToro. Yxxe Buepa Muiiia 101KeH ObUT
BBINTU Ha paboTy. Katg yxe Hememo Haxomauiach B OT-
MycKe. Ycrena cierath B MI3panib, OTBE3TU ChIHA B TOCTHU
K 6a0yIlIKe U IeOyIIKe U BEPHYTHCH.

Bbe3 CnaBpl ObLI0 HETIPUBBIYHO, MYCTO.

Karg txo, crapasich He pa3oyauTh Mullly, BcTajia, Bbl-
IIJ1a U3 cnajbHu. M3 oKHa Oblla BUAHA BepaHIa BTOPOIO
aTaxa cocenckoro noma. Tam y MoaboepTta cTosin THuxoH.
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Buepa Karts coceneii He Buaena. OHa u Muia npuexa-
Ji1 BeuepoM ycrtapiuve. Korna noyxxvHanv, HaBeqpIBaTbCs
K TIoApyTe OBbLIO yKe MO3IHO.

M3 oTKpBITOro OKHA BesiIo JIETHE# cBexecThio. OHa Mo-
CTOsIIa, BIBIXasi apoMar caja.

TuxoH ckpblIcs B TOMe, MTOSIBUICS OTISITh.

Katst cnyctunace BHU3, BKIOuMia daitHuk. Otciona
COCEJICKUI1 JIOM BUTHO He ObLIO, OH TMPSTAICS 32 BETKAaMU
pa3pocIIunxcs sI0JI0Hb.

— JlaBHO BcTana? — 3eBasi, CITyCTUIICS Ha KyXHIO Muiiia.

— Tomabko yto, — ynbiOHyMacs Kats.

Myx npmxan ee K cede. OHM HEMHOTO ITOCTOSUTH, 00-
HSIBUIUC.

OT BHE3aITHOTO OCTPOTO YYBCTBA aOCOIIOTHOTO CYACTHSI,
KaK HU CTPaHHO, CTAJIO TPEBOXHO.

Muiia ee OTITyCTWI, ITOCMOTPEN B OKHO.

— TpaBy HY)XHO CKOCHTb.

— HyxHo, — cornacunach oHa.

Ponutenu, koraa eue He ObLIM rpaxknaHamu M3pauns,
JIIOOWJIM 3aHUMAThCSl y9acTKOM. MaMa MoCTOSTHHO YTO-TO
caxara, nepecaxuBaia, fiejiajga COKM 1 KommnoTsl. [To MHe-
Huto Katu, 3aHnManace nonHoi epyHaoi. Coku 1 KOMIo-
ThI MOXHO KYTHUTh B MarasuHe.

— Tebe He OyneT 31ech CKYYHO? — OHa 3aIIsIHYJIa MYXY
B IJla3a.

Jlg Hee mada ObUTa BTOPBIM JOMOM, a MuIla K nepe-
BEHCKOW XW3HU HE MPUBBIK.

— MHe ¢ T060i1 He ObIBaET CKYYHO, — 3aCMESLIICS MYXK
1 YMOKHYJI €€ B HOC.

Kars 6picTpo TKHY/IaCh €My B IIJIEYO U MPUHSIACH TO-
TOBUTH 3aBTPaK.
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3A JIEFKOW TEHbIO JIETA

Muina cen 3a cron u yctaBuics B TesieoH. C ero npu-
BBIYKOI HEMPEPHIBHO CMOTPETH B TesiehOH OHA OOpOIIach A0~
TO 1 YIIOPHO, HO OOPBOY MPOUTPaIa, ¥ MPUILIIOCh CMUPUTHCSI.

— JlaBait cxoguM Ha KJiaaoulie, — mojaaBast SMuHUILy,
npennoxuia Katsi. — K BeeBonony Cepreesudy. XopoIuit
4eJ0BeK ObLI.

— Xopouuit, — cornacwics Muiiia, He OTpbIBasi 1J1a3
oT TesiepoHa. — YMHBIN U C IOMOPOM.

— Muii, HY ThI XOTb ObI Ha MEHSI TOCMOTpeJ! — B3I0X-
Hyna Kars, cansicb HanmpoTus.

— 1 TonbKO M Aenaro, 4To Ha Tedst CMOTpIo! — YIUBUII-
cs MyX, IEICTBUTEIBHO OBICTPO HAa Hee B3MJISTHYJ M CHOBA
YCTaBUJICS B TaIKET.

Katst MmaxHyna pyKoii U 3acMmesiiach.

JleHb BbIIAICS BeIMKOJEMHbIN. Kora 1mim K Kianou-
11y, ObLIO ellle He XapKo. THXo XKy*CoKalu OChl, CTPEKOTaIn
KY3HEUMKU. Y OOJIBIIIOTO MpY/Aa HOCUJINCh CUHKE CTPEKO3BI.

Bosnbiioit npya omHUM KpaeM MOIXOIUI MOYTH K T0-
cenky. OObIYHO 3/1eCh KyMaJUCh TOJIbKO MECTHBIE, MPU-
e3Xxarolye Ha MallliHax ropoxaHe MpearoyuTain ocTa-
HaBJIMBAThCs OJIMKE K Tpacce.

B nerctBe Katio n JIuky yBecTu OT Ipyaa CTOMIO PoO-
TIATENISIM OOJIBIIUX TPYIOB.

Ceiiuac Ha recke Y BOJbI CTOSIIM TOJIBKO CJIaHILIbl JIMKH,
NPYTUX XeJIaloluX MorJiaBaTh moka He 0bl10. Cama Jluka
Jiexasa Ha BoJie MeTpax B iecsiTu oT Oepera. [Tonpyra Katio
3aMeTusa, moMaxajia pykoi, oHa rloMaxaja B OTBET.

¥ morunbl cocena Katst momecTuia KyrjaeHHbIE BYepa
pPO3bI B KAaMEHHYIO Basy, ocrosiia Mmoiava. BeceBosona Cep-
reeBruYa MOXOPOHWIM PSIIOM C XKE€HOU, Ha aMSITHUKE 10~
sIBUJIACh BTOpasi 3aMuch U Myxckas dotorpadus. BecHoii
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3anmucu U ¢otorpaduu eiie He ObLIO, PSIIOM C TTaMSITHU-
KOM cTosita Tabnuuka ¢ umeHeM BceBosoma CepreeBuua.
Karts Torma MBICIEHHO yIIpeKHYJIa IIOAPYTY, YTO OHA TSTHET
¢ oopMmiIeHHEM ITaMSITHUKA. Bellyx ckazaTh He pUCKHYJIA,
Jluka Moria odouaeThcs.

— OH MHe Bcerga oYyeHb HPaBUJICSI, — TMXO CKazala
Karg, rsing Ha ¢pororpaduio craporo cocena.

Muiiia 1acKOBO TPOHYII €€ 3a PyKY.

Korma Bo3Bpalainch, COIHIIE IEKIIO yKe CHIIbHO. OHa
rmoxkajiesia, YTo He HaMasaJia IUIeYy COTHLE3aIUTHBIM Kpe-
MOM.

Hapony y mpyna co cTopoHBI Imocesika He IpruOaBIIOCh.
Ha mecke Bce Tak Xe CTOSIIM TOJIBKO OeJIble CIaHIIbI JIMKM.

Katsa nouckana nonpyry rrazamu. TSHYBIIMeCS BIOJIb
Oepera KaMbIIIIU TUXO TTOKAYMBATUCH.

— Jluxka! — xpuknyna Karts, c10XuB JamoHu pymno-
poM. — Jlu-uka!

Tuxo XyxKaay KaKue-TO MOIIKH.

— Jluka!

Muia cHSUT OYKU, MPOTEP, TOXE CTal BIJISIbIBATHCS
B Oeper. JInio y MyXka cleyiajioch CypoBoe, KaKk OyaTo OH
OCMAaTPHBAJI TSLKEJIOTO O0JIBHOTO.

Kats pBanyiach K KaJUTKe IOCEIKa, IPOMYAIach I10
yIIUIe, YIUBISAACH, YTO He pa3yduiach 6erath. B mocien-
HUI pa3 oHa Oeraja B YHMBEpPCUTETE Ha 3aHSATUSIX (HU3-
KYJIbTYpOHi.

Brerena Ha y9acToK coceneil 1 KpUKHYIIA IO-TIPEXXHEMY
cTosiBILIEMY Y MOoJIbOepTa TUXOHY:

— I'ne JIuka?

B nosnuiiuio oHY TO3BOHWIM MUHYT Y€pPe3 COPOK, KOTa
CTajJI0 OKOHYATEJIbHO SICHO, YTO OKOJIO TIpyna JIuku HeT.
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