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yac »KapKOro BeceHHero 3akara Ha Ilarpuapimx npyaax mosiBUAOCH ABOe

rpaxpaH. IlepBbiil U3 HUX — MPUOAUBUTEABHO COPOKAAETHMIL, OAETHIN

B CEPEHBKYIO AETHIOIO [Tapy, — ObIA MAaAEHBKOIO POCTa, TEMHOBOAOC, YIIU-

TaH, AbIC, CBOIO NPVMAMYHYIO IIASIITy MMPOXXKOM HeC B PyKe, a aKKypaTHO
BBIOPUTOE AULIO €r0 YKpalllaA¥ CBEPXbECTECTBEHHBIX Pa3MepOB OUYKM B UEePHOIN
porosoit onpase. BTopoil — mAe4YUCTDIN, pbDKeBaTblil, BUXPACTbIII MOAOAON YeAO-
BeK B 3aAOMAEHHOJI Ha 3aTBIAOK KAETYATOJ KelKe — ObIA B KOBOOJIKe, )KeBaHBIX
6eAbIX OpIOKaxX U B YEPHBIX TAITOYKAX.

[lepBblit ObIA He KTO MHONM, Kak Mwuxaua AAexkcaHApoBuu bepanos, pepak-
TOP TOACTOTO XYAOXXECTBEHHOIO J>KYPHaAa M IIPEACEAATEeAb IpaBA€HUS OAHOM
13 KPYIHENIINX MOCKOBCKMX AUTEPATYPHbIX aCCOLMALMII, COKPAlleHHO MMEHY-
emoit MACCOAIT, a moAopoO¥ ciyTHUK ero — 11oaT ViBaH Hukoaaesuy IToHbr-
peB, MUUIYIMIT [T0A TICEBAOHMMOM Be3A0OMHBbIIL.

[TonaB B TeHb YyTb 3€AEHEIOLIVX AU, [IMCATEAU TIEPBBIM AOATOM OPOCUANCDH
K [TIECTPO PaCKpalleHHOI OYAOUKe ¢ HAATIUCHIO «[TMBO 1 BOABD».

Aa, caepayeT OTMETUTD NEpPBYI0 CTPAaHHOCTDb 3TOTO CTPALIHOTO MAMCKOTO Be-
yepa. He ToABKO y OyAOUKY, HO U BO BCell aAAee, mapaaseabHoit Maaoit BpoH-
HOI yAulle, He OKa3aAOCh HM OAHOIO 4YeAoBeKa. B ToT yac, Koraa yX, Kaxercs,
VL CUA He OBIAO ABIIIATh, KOTAQ COAHLIE, pacKaAuB MOCKBY, B CYyXOM TyMaHe BaAl-
AOCB KyAa-To 32 Cap0BO€ KOADBLIO, — HMKTO He IIPUILEA TIOA AUIIBI, HUKTO He CeA
Ha CKaMeiKy, ITycTa ObIAQ aAAesL.

— AaitTe Hap3aHy, — nonpocua bepanos.

— HapsaHy HeTy, — OTBeTHAa )XeHIMHA B OyAOUKe U TI0YeMY-TO 00MAEAACD.

— IIuBoO ecTb? — CUIIABIM I'OAOCOM OCBEAOMMACS be3poMHbI.

— TIuBo mpuBesyT K Beuepy, — OTBETMAA XKEHILMHA.

— A yT0 ecTB? — cripocua bepanos.

— AOpPHUKOCOBAasI, TOABKO TEINAasl, — CKa3aAa )KeHIUHA.

— Hy aaBaiite, paBaiite, paBairel..



A6pUKOCOBasi pAaAa OOMABHYIO JKEATYIO TIEHY, I B BO3AYXe 3al1aXAO IapUKMa-
xepckoil. HanuBmuch, AuTepaTOpbl HEMEAAEHHO HAYaAM MKATh, PACIAATUAUCH
U yCeAMCb Ha CKaMellKe AMLOM K IIPYAY U CIIMHOM K bpoHHOI1.

TyT mpukaroumaach BTOpas CTPAHHOCTb, Kacamomlascsi opHoro bepanosa.
OH BHe3alTHO IepecTaA MKaTb, CEPAlle €ro CTYKHYAO M Ha MIHOBEHbe KYAQ-TO
NIPOBAAMAOCH, IIOTOM BEPHYAOCb, HO C TYIIOM WIAOM, 3aceBlieil B HeM. Kpome
Toro, bepanosa oxBaTuA HeOOOCHOBAHHBIN, HO CTOAb CUABHBIA CTPaX, YTO €My
3aX0TEAOCh ToT4ac Xe Oexarp ¢ [laTpuapmmx 6e3 orasipAku. bepanos Tockanso
OTASIHYACSI, He TTIOHMMas, YTO ero Hamyraao. OH mobAeAHeA, BBITED AOD MAATKOM,
moayMaa: «4To 3TO CO MHOI? DTOr0 HUKOTAQ He OBIAO... CEPALE LIAAUT... 5 IIepe-
yToMUACs... [Toxaayit, mopa 6pocutsb Bce K 4epTy U B KnicaoBoacK...»

W TyT 3HONMHBIN BO3AYX CI'YCTHUACA HaA HMM, M COTKAACH M3 3TOTO BO3AyXa
NPO3payHbIil I'PA’KAAHMH IIpecTpaHHOro Bupa. Ha MaAeHbKOJ rOAOBKe >KOKeil-
CKMI1 KapTY3UK, KAeTYATbINl KYPI'y3blll BO3AYLIHbBIN >Xe MUAXKAYOK... [parkpaHMH
POCTOM B Ca)keHb, HO B TIA€YAX V30K, XyA HEMMOBEPHO, U (GU3MOHOMUSI, MPOILIY
3aMeTUTh, TAYMAMBAsL.

KusHup BepAmosa CKAAABIBaAACh TaK, YTO K HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM SIBAEHMSIM
oH He TpuBBIK. Eije 60Aee moOAeAHEB, OH BBITAPAIMA IAQ32 U B CMSITEHUN TIOAY-
MaA: «DTOTO He MOXET ObITb!..»

Ho, 310, yBBI, 6BIAO, I AAVIHHBII, CKBO3b KOTOPOTO BUAHO, PRXKAQHVH, He Ka-
CasiChb 3eMAM, KAQUaACs ITIepeA HUM U BAEBO U BIIPABO.

Tyt yxac Ao Toro oBaapea bepAanosom, yTo OH 3aKpbla raasza. A Koraa oH Mx
OTKPbIA, YBUAEA, UYTO BCE KOHUMAOCH, MapeBO PAaCTBOPUAOCDH, KAETYATHIN MCYe3,
a 3a0AHO U TyNas UTAa BBICKOYMAQA U3 CEpALIA.

— @y TbI 4epT! — BOCKAMKHYA pepAakTop. — Tbl 3Haewnb, VIBaH, y MeHsI celtyac
€ABa yAap OT >Kapbl He cAeAaAcst! Aaxke 4TO-TO BPOAE TAAAIOLMHALMU OBIAO... —
OH MOIBITAACA YCMEXHYTbCS, HO B TAA3aX ero ellle Npbiraaa TPeBOIa, M pyKU APO-
)aau. OAHAKO ITOCTETIEHHO OH YCIIOKOMACS, OOMaXHYACSI AQTKOM U, IIPOM3HECs
AOBOABHO 060ApO: «Hy-C, UTaK...» — IIOBEA pedb, IPEPBAHHYIO MUTheM aOPUKOCO-
BOIJL.

Peub 5Ta, KaK BIIOCAEACTBUY y3HAAY, 1A 00 Vucyce Xpucte. Aeao B TOM, YTO
PEeAAKTOp 3aKasaA MO3TY AAS OUEPEAHON KHIDKKU >KypHaAa OOABIIYIO aHTMPEAU-
TMO3HYI0 103My. DTy noaMmy VIBaH HuxoaaeBuY cOuMHuA, M B OYeHb KOPOTKUIA
CPOK, HO, K CO’KaA€HMIO, €l0 PEAAKTOpPA HUCKOABKO He yAOoBAeTBopuaA. OdepTua
Be3poMHBINN rAaBHOE AeNCTBYIOIee AULIO CBOEN MO03Mbl, TO ecTh Vucyca, oyeHb
4YepHbIMU KpacKaMl, ¥ TeM He MeHee BCI0 II09MY NPUXOAMAOCH, IO MHEHMIO pe-
AQKTOpa, MMCATh 3aHOBO. V] BOT Teneppb PeAAKTOP UYMTAA IOITY HEUTO BPOAE A€K-
Ly 06 Vucyce, ¢ TeM 4TOOBI TIOAYEPKHYTh OCHOBHYIO OIIMOKY ITO3TA.

TpyAHO cKasaTb, YTO MMEHHO HoaBeAo VBana HukoaaeBnua — usobpasu-
TeAbHas AU CHAQ €TO TaAAHTa MAM IIOAHOE HEe3HAKOMCTBO C BOIIPOCOM, IO KOTO-
poMy OH mucaA, — Ho VIMCyc y Hero noAyumacs, Hy, COBepILIEHHO )KMBOJ, HEKOTAQ
cylijecTBOBaBLIMIT VIMCYC, TOABKO, IPaBAQ, CHAOXKEHHBIT BCEMM OTPULIATEABHBIMU
yepramu Vucyca.

BepAnos >xe XoTeA AOKasaTb MOA3TY, YTO TAABHOE HE B TOM, KaKOB ObIA VM-
CyC, ITAOX AM, XOPOULI AU, @ B TOM, 4yTO Vucyca-To 3TOro, Kak AMYHOCTM, BOBCe
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He CYI[eCTBOBAAO Ha CBETE M YTO BCE PACCKA3bl O HEM — IIPOCTBIE BBIAYMKH, Ca-
MbIi1 OOBIKHOBEHHBIT MU(.

Hapo 3ameTuTh, UTO peaakTOp OBIA YEAOBEKOM HAUMTAHHBIM M OYEHb YMe-
AO YKa3blBaA B CBOEN peul Ha APEBHUX MICTOPHMKOB, HallpMMep, Ha 3HaMEHUTO-
ro ®uaona AAeKCaHAPUIICKOTO, Ha OAecTsine obpasoBaHHoro Mocuda daasus,
HUKOIAQ HI CAOBOM He YIIOMMHABIIVX O cyulecTBoBaHuK Vncyca. OOHapyxuBast
COAVMAHYIO 3pyAMLIMIO, Muxana AA€KCAaHAPOBMY COOOIIMA TTOITY, MEXAY IIPOUMM,
1 O TOM, YTO TO MeCTO B IIAITHAALIATON KHUTe, B IAaBe 44-i1 3HaMeHUTbIX Tarm-
TOBBIX «AHHAAOB», TA€ TOBOPUTCS O KasHU VIncyca, — eCcTb He YTO MHOe, KaK
TO3AHeNIIas MMOAAEAbHAsI BCTaBKa.

[TosT, AASL KOTOpOro BCe, COODOIjaeMoe PEeAAKTOPOM, SIBASIAOCH HOBOCTBIO,
BHUMATEABHO CAylIaA Muxanaa AAeKCaHAPOBUYA, YCTaBUB HA HETO CBOU OOVIKMe
3eA€HbIE TAA3a, U AUIIb U3pEeAKa MKAA, LIETIOTOM pyrasi abpUKOCOBYIO BOAY.

— Hert HM 0AHOV BOCTOYHOM peAUruu, — roBopua bepAanos, — B KOTOPOIL, Kak
MIPaBMAO, HETIOPOYHAsI AeBa He IPoM3BeAa Obl Ha CBeT Oora. V xpucruaHe, He BbI-
AyMaB HMYero HOBOTO, TOYHO TaK ke C03AaAM cBoero Vucyca, KOToporo Ha ca-
MOM A€A€ HMKOTAQ He OBIAO B )XMBBIX. BOT Ha 3TO-TO M HY>KHO CA€AaTb TAABHBIN
yIop...

Boicokuit TeHop Bepanosa pasHOCHACS B MyCTBIHHOM aAAee, M, IO Mepe TOTo
Kak Muxana AAeKCaHAPOBMY 3a0MpaACsl B AeOpY, B KOTOpble MOXeT 3a0uparh-
Cs1, HE PUCKYsI CBEPHYTb cebe 1€, AUIIb OYeHb 0OPa30BAHHBII Y€AOBEK, — I03T
y3HaBaA Bce 0OAblile 1 OOABIIE MHTEPECHOTO U MOAE3HOTO U NPO erUIeTCKOro
Osupuca, 6aaroctaoro 6ora u coina Heba u 3eman, u npo GpuHMKMIICKOTO Gora
dammysa, 1 Tpo MapAyKa, 1 Aa>Ke PO MeHee U3BECTHOTO I'PO3HOTro b6ora Buriau-
ITyLIAM, KOTOPOT'O BeCbMa ITOYMTAAM HEKOTAQ auTeKu B Mekcuke.

W BoT Kak pa3s B To BpeMs, Koraa Muxana AAeKCaHAPOBUY pacCKasbIBaA M03-
Ty O TOM, KaK alTeKV AeMMAK U3 TecTa GUTYPKY BULIAMITYLIAY, B aAAee TTOKA3AACS
NepBbIIl YEAOBEK.

BriocaeaCTBUM, KOTAQ, OTKPOBEHHO TOBOpsI, OBIAO y)Ke MO3AHO, pasHble Y4-
peXAEHU NPEACTABMAM CBOM CBOAKM C OIMCaHMEM 3TOro yeroBeka. CanueHne
VX He MOXXeT He BbI3BaTb M3yMAeHMs. Tak, B IepBoOJl M3 HUX CKa3aHO, UTO YeAOBEK
3TOT OBIA MAaA€HbKOTO POCTa, 3yObl MMEA 30AOTbIE M XPOMAA Ha IMpPaBYyI0 HOTY.
Bo BTOpOIT — 4TO 4eAOBeK OBIA POCTY 'POMAAHOTO, KOPOHKU MMEA ITAQTHHOBBIE,
XpOMaA Ha A€BYIO HOTY. TpeTbsi AQKOHMYECKM COOOIIaeT, YTO OCOOBIX MPUMET
y 4eAOBeKa He ObIAO.

IMpuxoANTCA MPU3HATD, YTO HU OAHA U3 3TUX CBOAOK HUKYAQ He TOAUTCA.

Panblire Bcero: Hu Ha KaKyl HOTY OIMCHIBAEMbII HE XPOMaA, U POCTY ObIA
HE MAaA€HbBKOrO M He IPOMAaAHOro, a MpOCTO Bbicokoro. Uto Kacaercs 3y0oB,
TO C AE€BOJI CTOPOHBI Y HETO OBIAM IIAQTMHOBBIE KOPOHKMU, a C IIPABOIl — 30A0-
Tble. OH OBIA B AOPOTOM CEPOM KOCTIOME, B 3aTPAHUYHBIX, B LIBET KOCTIOMA, Tyd-
asix. Cepblil OepeT OH AMXO 3aAOMMA Ha yXO, TIOA MBIIIKOJ HEC TPOCTb C Yep-
HBIM Ha0aAAQIIIHMKOM B BUAE TOAOBBI ITyA€AsL. 10 BUAY — A€T COPOKa C AMIIHVIM.
Por kakoil-To KpuBoOi. Bpiopur raasxo. BpioHer. TlpaBbiili raas 4epHblil, Ae-
BB/l TI0YeMY-TO 3eAeHbll. bpoBu yepHble, HO OAHA Bbille Apyroi. CAoBOM —
VHOCTpaHell.




ITpoiipass MUMO CKaMbl, Ha KOTOPOU IIOMELAANCh PEAAKTOP U 03T, MHOCTpa-
Hell TTOKOCMACSI HAa HUX, OCTQHOBMACS M BAPYI YCEACS Ha COCEAHell CKaMelike,
B ABYX LIarax OT MpUATeAell.

«Hemew», — noaymaa bepanos.

«AHTAMYaHVH, — TTIOAYMaA be3AOMHBIN, — WIIIb, ¥ He )KapKO eMy B IlepyaTKax».

A vHOCTpaHel] OKMHYA B3TASIAOM BBICOKME AOMa, KBAaAPAaTOM OKalIMASBILNE
NIpYyA, IPUYEM 3aMeTHO CTaAO, YTO BUAUT 5TO MECTO OH BIIepBble ¥ YTO OHO €ro
3aMHTEPECOBAAO.

OH OCTaHOBMA B30p Ha BEpPXHMX 3Ta)KaX, OCAEMMUTEABHO OTPaKAIIINX
B CTeKAaX M3AOMaHHOE M HaBCerAa yXopdlee oT Muxamaa AAeKCaHAPOBMYA
COAHILle, 3aTeM IlepeBeA er0 BHU3, TA€ CTEeKAA HayaAM NpeABedepHe TeMHeTbh, ye-
MY-TO CHUCXOAUTEABHO YCMEXHYACS, PULYPUACS, PYKM IIOAOKMA Ha HabaApall-
HUK, a TIOADOPOAOK Ha PyKIU.

— To1, VIBan, — roBopua bepAnos, — o4yeHb XOPOIIO M CATUPUYECKU U30-
6pasua, Hanpumep, po>kaeHne Vuncyca, cbiHa BoXusi, HO COAB-TO B TOM, 4TO ellje
A0 Vucyca poAMACS LieAbIl psiA CBIHOB Boxuux, Kak, ckakeM, GUHUKUIICKUIL
Aponuc, purnitckuit Attuc, nepcupackuit Mutpa. KopoTko ke roBopsi, HU OAUH
M3 HUX He POXKAQACS M HUKOTO He 0ObIAO, B TOM uucae u Vucyca, 1 Heo6xoAMMO,
4TOOBI ThI, BMECTO POXXAEHUS MAU, TIPEATIOAOXKUM, IIPUXOAQ BOAXBOB, 1M300pa-
3MA HEAEIble CAYXU 00 3TOM IpUXOAE. A TO BBIXOAUT IO TBOEMY PaccKasy, YTo
OH AEVICTBUTEABHO pOAUACS!..

Tyt Be3AOMHBIIT cAeAaA TOTBITKY IIPEKPATUTh 3aMyUMBILYIO €70 UKOTY, 3aA€p-
)KaB AbIXaHMe, OTUEro MKHYA My4YMTeAbHee ¥ TPOMYe, I B 3TOT ke MOMeHT bepan-
03 IIpepBaA CBOIO peub, IOTOMY YTO MHOCTPaHel] BAPYT MOAHSIACA U HallPaBUACH
K IIMICATEASIM.

Te morasipeAr Ha HEro YAMBAEHHO.

— VI3BMHUTE MeHs, MOXKAAYICTA, — 3arOBOPUA TOAOIIEAINII C MHOCTpPaH-
HBIM aKL|eHTOM, HO He KOBepKasl CAOB, — YTO I, He OYAY4M 3HAKOM, MO3BOASIO
cebe... HO IpeAMeT Ballleil YYeHOI OeceAbl HACTOABKO MHTEPECEH, YTO...

TyT OH BeXXAMBO CHSIA OepeT, M APY3bsIM HMYEr0 He OCTABAAOCH, KaK ITPUIIOA-
HATBCSA U PACKAAHATDHCA.

«Her, ckopee, dpaHys...» — moaymaa bepanos.

«IToask?..» — mopymaa be3poMHBII.

HeobxopuMo A006aBKUTB, YTO Ha [03TA MHOCTPAHEL] C IIEPBBIX XK€ CAOB IIPO-
M3BEeA OTBPAaTUTEAbHOEe BIleyaTAeHMe, a bepAanosy ckopee moHpaBMACH, TO eCTb
He TO YTOOBI IIOHPABMACS, a... KAK Obl BBIPA3UTHCH... 3aMHTEPECOBAA, UTO AIL

— DPaspenmmte MHe mpucecTb? — BEXKAMBO IOIPOCHA MHOCTPAHELl, U Tpus-
TeAU KaK-TO HEBOABHO Pa3ABMHYAMCH; MHOCTPAHEL] AOBKO YCEACS MEeXAY HUMU
1 TOTYAC BCTYIMA B pasroBop.

— Ecau s He ocablliaacs, Bbl M3BOAMAU TOBOPUTH, uTO Mucyca He OBIAO
Ha cBeTe? — CIPOCUA MHOCTpaHell, obpaiiast K BepAnosy cBOiT A€BBIT 3eA€HBII
rAas.

— Hert, BbI He ocAbIIAAKMCD, — YYTMBO OTBeTUA bepAnos, — MMeHHO 3TO
51 Y TOBOPHA.

— AX, KaK MHTepeCHO! — BOCKAVKHYA MHOCTpAHELl.
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«A Kakoro yepTta eMy Hap0?» — moAyMaA De3pOMHBIN M HAXMYPUACSL.

— A BbI cOrAaIaAKCh C BalIMM COOECEAHMKOM? — OCBEAOMUACS HEU3BECT-
HBIi1, IOBEPHYBIINCh BIPaBo K be3apoMHOMY.

— Ha Bce cTo! — MOATBEPAVIA TOT, AI0OSI BBIPa’KaThCs BBIYYPHO U (PUTypaABHO.

— VI3ymuTeApHO! — BOCKAUKHYA HEIPOLIEHBII COOECEAHUK U, IOYEeMY-TO
BOPOBCKM OTASHYBIIMCh M IPUTAYLIMB CBOJ HU3KMIL FOAOC, cKa3ar: — IlpocTu-
Te MOIO HaBS3YMBOCTb, HO S TaK IIOHSA, YTO Bbl, IOMMMO BCETO IIPOYEro, elle
u He Bepute B bora? — OH caeAaa UCITyTaHHBIE TAa3a U npubaBua: — KasHycs,
51 HUIKOMY He CKa’Ky.

— Aa, MbI He BepuM B Bora, — 4yTb YABIOHYBIINCD UCITYT'Y MHTYPUCTA, OTBE-
TuA BepAnos, — HO 06 3TOM MO>KHO FOBOPUTb COBEPLIEHHO CBOOOAHO.

VHocTpaHell OTKMHYACA Ha CIMHKY CKaMeNKU U CIIPOCHA, AaXKe NPUBU3THYB
OT AIOOOTIBITCTBA:

— Bpb1 — arencrni?!

— Aa, MBI — aTeucTsl, — YABIOAsICb, OTBeTUA Bepanos, a bespoMHbII MOAY-
MaA, pacCepAUBLINCD: «BOT NMpuienmAcs, 3arpaHUIHbII I'yCb!»

— Ox, KaKas npeaecTb! — BCKpUYAA YAVBUTEABHBIV MHOCTPaHell 4 3aBepTeA
TOAOBOJ, TASIASL TO Ha OAHOIO, TO Ha APYTOTrO AUTepaTopa.

— B Hameit cTpaHe aTeu3M HUKOTO He YAUBASIET, — AUMIAOMATUYECKU BEXKAU-
BO CKasaA bepAnos, — OGOABILIMHCTBO HAIIETO HACEAEHUs CO3HATEABHO U AABHO
nepecTaso BepUThb cKaskaM o bore.

TyT MHOCTpaHel, OTKOAOA TaKYIO IITYKY: BCTAA U TIOXKAA M3YMAGHHOMY peAaK-
TOPY PYKY, IIPOM3HECS IIPU 3TOM CAOBA:

— Tlo3BoAbTe Bac MoOAaropapuTb OT BCeil Aymn!

— 3a 4To 5TO BbI €ro Haaropapure? — 3aMOPraB, OCBEAOMUACS Be3AOMHBIIL.

— 3a 04eHb Ba)KHOE CBEAEHME, KOTOPOe MHe, KaK IyTellleCTBeHHUKY, YPe3Bbl-
YallHO MHTEPECHO, — MHOTO3HAYMTEABHO IOAHAB IAAe€L], MOSICHUA 3arPaHNYHBII
gypaK.

BakHoe cBepeHMe, MO-BUAMMOMY, AEMCTBUTEABHO IIPOM3BEAO Ha ITyTelle-
CTBEHHMKA CHUABHOE BIIeYaTAeHMe, MOTOMY YTO OH MCIYTaHHO OOBEA rAazaMu
AOMa, KaK OBl OIacasicb B K&XXAOM OKHe YBMAETb 110 aTEUCTY.

«HeT, oH He aHIAMYAHUH...» — IOAYMaA bBepanos, a bespOMHBIN MOAYMaA:
«[pe 2TO OH TaK HAAOBUMACS TOBOPUTb IO-PYCCKYM, BOT YTO MHTEPECHO!» —
U OMATh HaXMYPUACH.

— Ho, nmo3BoAbTe Bac cipocuTh, — MIOCA€ TPEBOXKHOTO Pa3AYMbs 3arOBOPUA

3arpaHUYHbI TOCTh, — KakK >Xe ObITb C AOKaszaTeAbCTBaMu ObITUsI Boxkus, Koux,
KaK 13BECTHO, CYLIeCTBYeT POBHO IATDH?
— V¥Bol! — c coxxareHueMm oTBeTuA bBepamos. — Hu opHO U3 aTuX AOKasa-

TEABCTB HUYErO He CTOUT, X UYeAOBEUYECTBO AABHO CAAAO MX B apXuB. Beab coraa-
CUTECh, UYTO B 00AACTM pasyMa HUMKAKOTO AOKa3aTeAbCTBA cyliecTBoBaHUs bora
OBITH HE MOJKET.

— DBpaBo! — Bckpuuaa mHocTpaHel. — bpaBo! Bel moAHOCTBIO TOBTOpUAU
MBICAb 0€CIOKOHOro cTapuka VIMMaHyuaa mo stomy mosopy. Ho BoT Kyppes:
OH HAuYMCTO Pas3pylLIMA BCe IATb AOKa3aTEAbCTB, a 3aTeM, KaK Obl B HAaCMELIKY
HaA CaMUM COD0I0, COOPYAUA COOCTBEHHOE LIECTOE AOKa3aTEAbCTBO!



— AoxasareabcTBo KaHTa, — TOHKO YABIOHYBIUMCH, BO3pasua 0OpasoBaH-
HBIIl PEAAKTOP, — TaKOKe HeyOeauTeabHO. V Hepapom lllnaaep roBopua, 4To KaH-
TOBCKME PACCY>KAEHMsI IT0 TOMY BOIIPOCY MOI'YT YAOBAETBOPUTb TOABKO PaboOB,
a llITpayc mpocTo cMesIACS Hap 3TUM AOKa3aTeAbCTBOM.

Bepanos rosopua, a cam B T0 BpeMsI AyMmaA: «Ho, Bce-Taku, KTO >ke OH TaKom?
M nmoyemy OH TaK XOpOIIO FOBOPUT IO-PYCCKU?»

— BasaTp Op1 3TOTO KaHTa, AQ 3a Takne poKazaTeAbCTBa ropa Ha Tpu B CoAOB-
K1! — COBepIIEHHO HEOXKMAAHHO OyxHyA VIBaH HukoAraeBuu.

— MNBan! — ckoHdy3uBIIUCD, LIeTTHYA bepanos.

Ho npepaoxenne ornpaButh Kanta B COAOBKM He TOABKO He MOPa3NAO MHO-
CTpaHIia, HO AQXKe IIPUBEAO B BOCTOPT.

— VIMeHHO, UMEHHO, — 3aKpUYaA OH, M A€BbII 3€A€HBII rAa3 €ro, obpaleH-
HbI K BepAnosy, sacBepkaa, — eMy TaM camoe MecTo! Beab roBopua st emy Tor-
A 3a 3aBTpakoM: «Bbl, podeccop, BOAsI Ballla, YTO-TO HECKAAAHOE MpUAyMaAn!
OHO, MOXeT, I YMHO, HO 60AbHO HenmoHsTHO. Hap BamMu mmoTeraTbest OYyAyT».

Bepano3s Bbimyuma raasa. «3a saBTpakoM... Kauty?.. Yto aTO OH maeteT?» —
MTOAYMaA OH.

— Ho, — npopoAxaa MHO3eMel, He CMYILasich u3ymaeHreM bepanosa u 06-
palasich K I03Ty, — OTNPaBUTb ero B COAOBKM HEBO3MOJKHO IIO TOJ NpPUYMHE,
4TO OH y)Ke C AULIKOM CTO A€T IPeObIBaeT B MeCTaX 3HAUUTEABHO OOAee OTAAAEH-
HbIX, yeM COAOBKM, U 13BA€YD €r0 OTTYAQ HUKOUM 00Pa3oM HeAb3sl, yBepsiio Bac!

— A XaAb! — 0TO3BaACH 3aAMpa-MO3T.

— VI MHe XaAb! — ITOATBEPAVIA HEU3BECTHBIN, CBEPKasi FTAA30M, M IIPOAOAKAA: —
Ho BoT KaKoi1 Bompoc MeHs1 0eCIIOKOUT: exkeAr bora HeT, To, CripalBaeTcsi, KTO Xe
YIIPABASIET )KM3HBIO YEAOBEYECKOI U BCEM BOOOIIE PACIIOPSIAKOM Ha 3eMAe?

— CamMm yeAOBeK U YIIpaBAsE€T, — IIOCIEIIVA CEPAUTO OTBETUTDH BeSAOMHbII;I
Ha 3TOT, IPU3HATbCA, HE OYE€HDb SICHBIN BOIIpOC.
— BI/IHOBaT, — MSTKO OTO3BaACsI HEM3BECTHBIN, — AAA TOTO, 4TOObI yrpaB-

ASITDb, HY)KHO, KaK-HMKaK, MMETb TOYHBIN ITAQH HA HEKOTOPBIN, XOTb CKOABKO-HM-
OyAb IpUANYHBIA CPOK. [T03BOABTE JK€ BAC CIIPOCUTD, KaK )K€ MOXKET YIIPABASITH
YeAOBEK, ECAY OH He TOABKO AMIIIEH BO3MO)XHOCTY COCTABUTD KaKON-HUOYAD MAQH
XOTsI ObI HA CMEXOTBOPHO KOPOTKUII CPOK, HY, A€T, CKa)KeM, B TBICSIUY, HO HE MO-
JKeT py4aTbCsl AQKe 3a CBOM COOCTBEHHBIN 3aBTpALIHMIL AeHb? V1 B camoM peae, —
TYT HEU3BECTHBII TOBEPHYACs K Bepanosy, — BoobOpasuTe, 4TO BBI, HAIIPUMED,
HayHeTe YNPaBASITh, PACIOPSDKATBCS U APYTMMMU U C000I0, BOOOIIle, TaK CKa3aTb,
BXOAUTb BO BKYC, U BAPYT Y Bac... KXe... KXe... CApKOMa A€rKOro... — TyT UHO-
CTpaHel] CAAAKO YCMEXHYACS, KaK OYATO MBICAb O CapKOMe A€rKOro AOCTaBMAA
€My YAOBOABCTBUE, — AQ, CAaPKOMa, — >KMYPSChb, KaK KOT, [IOBTOPMA OH 3BY4HOE
CAOBO, — I BOT Ballle yrpaBAeHUe 3aKOHUMAOCh! Huubsi cyabOa, Kpome cBoeit
CcOoOCTBEHHOI, Bac OoAee He MHTepecyeT. PoAHble BaM HAaUMHAIOT AraTh, BB, Yys
HeAaAHOe, OpocaeTech K YUEHBIM BpavaM, 3aTeM K IIapAaTaHaM, a ObIBaeT, I K ra-
AaAkaM. Kak mepBoe 1 BTOpOe, TaK U TPEThbe — COBEPILIEHHO OECCMbICAEHHO, BbI
camu roHumaerte. Il Bce aTO KOHYAeTCs Tparmdecku: TOT, KTO ellje HEAQBHO IOAa-
raA, YTO OH UYeM-TO YIIpaBAfeT, OKa3blBaeTCsl BAPYT A€XKAIIMM HEMOABIVKHO B Ae-
PEBSIHHOM SILIMKe, Y OKPY)KAIII/ie, IOHMMAsI, YTO TOAKY OT A€XKAlLero HeT boaee
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HUKAKOIr'0, CKUTAIOT €ro B meuu. A ObIBaeT U ellje Xy>Ke: TOABKO YTO YEAOBEK CO-
bepetcst cpe3pAuTh B KMCAOBOACK, — TYT MHOCTpaHeL Npuiypuacs Ha bepano-
3a, — MYCTSIKOBOE, Ka3aA0Ch Obl, AEAO, HO 1 3TOTO COBEPILIUTh HE MOXKET, TAK KaK
HEeM3BECTHO MOYEMY BAPYT BO3bMeT — ITOCKOAb3HETCS UM NOIMAAET oA TpaMBa!
Hey>xeAn BbI CKakeTe, 4TO 9TO OH caM 06010 ynpaBasia Tak? He npaBuAbHee Au
AyMaTb, UTO YIIPAaBUACS C HUM KTO-TO COBCEM APYIOil? — U 3AeCb He3HaKoMel]
paccMesIACS CTPaHHBIM CMEIKOM.

bepAnos ¢ BeAMKUM BHUMAaHMEM CAYIIAA HEMPUATHBINM pacckas IPO CapKOMy
Y TpaMBali, I KaKMe-TO TPEBOXKHbIE MBICAM HauaAu My4uuThb ero. «OH He MHOCTpa-
Hell... OH He MHOCTpPaHell... — AYMaA OH, — OH IIPeCTPAHHBIN CYOBEKT... HO T10-
3BOABTE, KTO K€ OH TaKOMn?..»

— BeI X0TUTE KYpUTD, KaK s BIDKY? — HEOKUMAAQHHO 00paTHACs K BeapoMHO-
MYy HeM3BeCTHBINI. — Bbl Kakue mpeamnounraere?

— A y Bac pasHble, 4TO AM, €CTb? — MPAYHO CIPOCUA IO3T, Y KOTOPOrO Ta-
MMPOCHl KOHYMANCD.

— Kakue npeanounraere? — NOBTOPUA HEM3BECTHBIN.

— Hy, «Hamy mapky», — 3a06H0 orBeTra bespomHbiit.

HesHakoMell HeMeAA€HHO BBITALIMA M3 KapMaHa IIOPTCUTAP U MIPEAAOKMA €To
BespomHOMY:!

— «Hama mapka».

M pepakTopa M moaTa He CTOABKO IOPA3MAO TO, YTO HAIIAACH B IOPTCUTape
nmenHo «Hamra mapka», ckoabko cam rmoprcurap. OH ObIA TPOMAAHBIX Pa3MepOB,
YEepPBOHHOI'O 30A0TA M HA KPBIIIKE €ro MpY OTKPbIBAHUM CBEPKHYA CUHMM U Oe-
ABIM OTHEM OPUAAVAHTOBBIN TPEYTOABHUK.

Tyt AnTeparopsl mopymaau pasHoe. bepanos: «Her, nHoctpanen!», a bespo-
MHBIL: «BoT yepT ero Bo3pmy, al.»

IToaT 1 BAapeAel] mopTcUrapa 3akypuau, a HeKypsAwmuin bepanos orkasaacs.

«Hapo 6yaeT emy Bo3pasuTh Tak, — pemna bepanos, — aa, 4eAOBEK CMEPTEH,
HMKTO IIPOTUB 3TOro 1 He crioput. Ho peAao B ToMm, 4TO...»

OAHaKO OH He yCIleA BBITOBOPUTD 3TUX CAOB, KaK 3aTOBOPMA MHOCTPAHeLl:

— Aa, 4eAOBeK CMepTeH, HO 3TO ObIAO ObI elle moAGeabl. ITaoxo TO, 4YTO
OH MHOTAQ BHE3aITHO CMepTeH, BOT B YeM ¢okyc! /I Booble He MOXKeT CKasarb,
YTO OH OyAET A€AATh B CETOAHSIIHUI Bevep.

«Kakas-To HeAemasi TOCTAaHOBKA BOMPOCA...» — TIOMBICAUA bepAnos 1 Bo3pasua:

— Hy, 3aech yX ectb npeyBeanueHue. CeroAHSIIHUI Beuep MHe U3BECTEH
6oaee uAu MeHee TouHO. CaMO COOOI0O pasyMeeTcs], UTO, eCAU Ha BpOHHOIT MHe
CBAAMTCSI HA TOAOBY KMPIINY. ..

— Kupnuy Hu ¢ TOro HU C cero, — BHYLIUTEABHO NepeOyA HeU3BeCTHBIN, —
HUKOMY U HMKOTAQ Ha TOAOBY He CBAAUTCS. B yacTHOCTM >Ke, YBepslo Bac, BaM
OH HM B KaKOM CAy4Yae He yTpo’kaeT. Bbl yMpeTe Apyroimo cMepTbhIo.

— MoxeTt ObITb, BbI 3HaeTe, KAKOI MMEHHO, — C COBEPILEHHO €CTeCTBEHHOM
MpOHMEN 0CBeAOMUACST bepAnos, BoBAeKasCh B KaKOMI-TO AEVMICTBUTEABHO HeAe-
IbIM pasroBOp, — U CKa)keTe MHe?

— OxoTHO, — oTo3Baacs He3HakoMell. OH cMepuA bepAanosa B3rasgpoM, Kak
OYATO COOMPAACS CLUIUTh €My KOCTIOM, CKBO3b 3y0bI IPOOOPMOTAA YTO-TO BPOAE:



«Pas, pBa... MepKypuil BO BTOPOM AOME... AYHA yIIAQ... IIECTb — HeCYaCThe...
Beyep — CeMb...» — U IPOMKO U PAAOCTHO 00BsIBMA: — BaM oTpexyT roaosy!

Be3pOMHBIN AUKO M 3A00HO BBITApAIIMA Aa3a Ha PasBsI3HOTO HEU3BECTHOTO,
a bepAnos cpocua, KpMBO yCMEXHYBIINCh:

— A xT0 umenHo? Bparu? VIHTepBeHTHI?

— Het, — orBeTna cobecepAHNK, — PyCCKasi >KEHII[HA, KOMCOMOAKA.

— IM... — mpoMbIuaA pasApa’keHHbBIN LHIYTOYKOJ HeusBecTHOro bepanos, —
HY, 9TO, U3BMHUTE, MAaAOBEPOSITHO.

— Tlpomy 1 MeHsI U3BBMHUTD, — OTBETHA MHOCTPAHEL], — HO 3TO TaK. Aa, MHe
XOTeAOCh OBl CIIPOCUTH BAC, YTO BbI OYA€TE AEAATb CETOAHSI BEYEPOM, €CAU ITO
He cekpet?

— Cexkpera HeT. Ceityac 5 3a1iAy K cebe Ha CaAOBYIO, a IOTOM B AECSITb YaCOB
Beuepa B MACCOAITe cocroutcs 3acepanue, u st OYyAy Ha HEM IIPEACEAATEAD-
CTBOBATb.

— Her, aT0Oro 0bITh HUKAK HE MOKET, — TBEPAO BO3PA3UA MHOCTPAHELL.

— 2r0 nouemy?

— TloroMy, — OTBeTMA MHOCTpaHel] M NPUIIYPEHHBIMM TAa3aMM IIOTASIAEA
B He0O, TAe, MPEAYYBCTBYsI BEUYEPHIOI0 IPOXAAAY, OECIIYMHO YEPTHUAM 4YepHbIe
IITULBI, — YTO AHHYIIKA y>Ke KYIIMAA IOACOAHEYHOE MaCAO, M He TOAbKO KYIIMAAQ,
HO A@)Xe U pas3AMaa. Tak 4To 3acepaHyue He COCTOUTCS.

TyT, KaK BIIOAHE IIOHSATHO, ITOA AMITAMY HAaCTYIIMAO MOAYaHIUeE.

— IlpocTtute, — mocae naysnl 3aropopua bepanos, morasipbiBast Ha MEAIOILETO
YeIryXy MHOCTPAaHL, — IIPU YeM 3AeChb IOACOAHEUHOe MACAO... 1 Kakas AHHyIIKa?

— TloapcoaHeYHOE MaCAO 3A€Ch BOT IIPU YeM, — BAPYT 3aroBOpuA be3poMHBbII,
OYEBUAHO, PEIIUB OOBSIBUTh HE3BAHOMY COOECEAHVKY BOVIHY, — BaM He IIPUXOAU-
AOCB, TPRXXAQHVH, OBIBaTh KOTAQ-HUOYAD B A€4eOHMIIE AAST AYIIEBHOOOABHBIX?

— VIBaH!.. — Tux0 BOCKAMKHYA Muxaua AAeKCaHAPOBUY.

Ho unocTpaHel HUYYTh He OOMAEACS U IIPEBECEAO PACCMESIACS.

— DbiBaa, ObIBaa, 1 He pa3! — BCKpUYAA OH, CMeSICb, HO HE CBOAS HECMEIo-
I[ETOCsI rAa3a ¢ moaTa. — [ae s1 TOABKO He ObiBaa! JKaAb TOABKO, UTO 51 He YAOCY-
XXMACSI CIIPOCUTD Y mpodeccopa, YTO Takoe wm3o¢ppeHns. Tak yTo BbI YK camMu
y3HaliTe aTO y Hero, VIBan HuxkoaaeBuu!

— OTKyAQ BbI 3HaeTe, KaK MeHS 30BYT?

— Tlomuayiite, ViBaH HukoaaeBuy, KTo e Bac He 3HaeT? — 3AeCb MHOCTpa-
Hel] BBITAI[MA M3 KapMaHa BuepallHMUII HOMep «AUTepaTypHOII ra3eTbl», u VBan
HukoaaeBuY yBMAEA Ha MEpPBOM >Ke CTpaHUlle CBOE M300pakeHue, a TMOA HUM
cBou cobcrTBeHHble cTuxu. Ho Buepa elje papoBaBllee AOKa3aTeAbCTBO CAABBI
Y TIOITYASIPHOCTHM HA 9TOT pa3 HUYYTb He 06pap0BaA0 MoITa.

— 1 u3BUHAIOCh, — CKa3aA OH, M AULIO €ro IIOTEMHEAO, — BBl HE MOXXETE I0-
AOKAATh MUHYTKY? S XO04y TOBapuIy rmapy CAOB CKa3aTb.

— O, c yA0BOABCTBUEM! — BOCKAVKHYA HEM3BECTHBI. — 3AE€Ch TaK XOPOIIO
MIOA AUIIAMY, A 51, KCTATU, HUKYAQ U He CIIelly.

— Bot 4rto, Muura, — 3amenTtaa IosT, OTTalMB bepauosa B CTOPOHY, —
OH HMKAKOIl HE MHTYPUCT, a IIMUOH. DTO PYCCKUI SMUIPAHT, MepeOpaBIIniiCs
K HaM. CripalllMBail y Hero AOKYMEHTBI, a TO yIAeT...
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— To1 poymaenn? — BCTpEBOKEHHO LIeTTHYA bepanos, a cam mopaymaa: «A BeAb
OH TIPaB...»

— YK Tbl MHe Bepb, — 3aCUIIEA €MY B YXO 03T, — OH AYPa4KOM IIPUKMABIBA-
€TCsl, YTOOBI BBICIIPOCUTD KOe-YTO. Thl CABILIINIID, KAK OH MO-PYCCKU FOBOPUT, —
09T TOBOPUA U KOCUACS, CAEAS], YTOOBI HEM3BECTHBIN HE YAPAA, — UAEM, 3aA€P-
JKJM €rO0, a TO YUAET...

/1 nmoat 3a pyKy notsaHyA bepanosa K ckamerike.

HesHakoMell He crpeA, a CTOSIA BO3A€ Hee, AeprKa B PYKax KaKylo-TO KHIDKeY-
KY B TEMHO-CEPOM IIE€PENAeTe, MAOTHBII KOHBEPT XOPOILEe OymMaru U BUSUTHYIO
KapTOUKY.

— JVI3BuHUTE MeHs], YTO s1 B TIBIAY HAIIEro CIOpa 3a0bIA NMPEACTaBUTb cebs
BaM. BoT Mos KapTouka, MacnopT U IpUTrAallieHye Ipuexatb B MOCKBY AASL KOH-
CYABTALIMU, — BECKO IIPOTOBOPUA HEM3BECTHBIN, IPOHULIATEABHO TASIASL HA 000MX
AUTEpPaTOPOB.

Te ckoHpy3uAUCh. «HepT, CABILIAA BCE...» — TOAYMaA bepAnos 1 BEXKAMBBIM Xe-
CTOM ITOKa32aA, UTO B IIPEABSIBAEHIN AOKYMEHTOB HeT HapobHocTu. [Toka nHOCTpa-
Hel] COBaA UX PEAAKTOpY, IMOST YCIEeA PAa3TASAETb Ha KapTOuKe HareyaTaHHOe
MHOCTPAHHBIMU OYKBaMM CAOBO «IIpodeccop» U HauyaAbHYIO OYKBY pammany —
ABOVIHOE «B» — «W».

— OueHb NPUATHO, — T€M BPeMEHEM CMYIEHHO 60PMOTAA PEAAKTOP, U MHO-
CTpaHel] CIIpsATaA AOKYMEHTBI B KApMaH.

OrHoureHus: TakuM 00pasoM ObIAM BOCCTAHOBAEHBI, I BCe TPO€ BHOBb CEAU
Ha CKaMblo.

— BpI B KauecTBe KOHCYABTaHTA IPUTAALIEHBI K HaM, Tpodeccop? — CIpPOCUA
bBepAnos.

— Aa, KOHCYAbTaHTOM.

— Bbl — HeMen[? — ocBeAOMUACS be3A0MHBIIL

— S-to?.. — mepecnpocua Mpodeccop U BAPYT 3aAyMaAcs. — Aa, MOXKaAyl,
HeMell... — CKa3aA OH.

— Bbl no-pyccku 3A0poBo roBOpUTE, — 3aMeTHA He3AO0MHBIIL.

— O, s BoOOIIle TIOAUTAOT U 3HAI0 O4YeHb OOABIIOE KOAUYECTBO SI3BIKOB, —
OTBeTHUA Tpodeccop.

— A y Bac Kakas CIIeLJMaAbHOCTb? — OCBeAOMMACS Bepanos.

— A — cnenyaAuCT o 4YepHON Marum.

«Ha Tebe!..» — cTykHyAO B roaoBe y Muxamaa AAeKCaHAPOBMYA.

— M... 1 Bac 1o aTOM CleMaAbHOCTU IPUTAACUAU K HaM? — 3aMKHYBILNCE,
CIPOCHA OH.

— Aa, o 9TOJ NPUTAACUAY, — TIOATBEPAUA Ipodeccop M mosicHua: — Tyt
B TOCYAQPCTBEHHOII OMOAMOTEKE OOHAPY)XEHBI NMOAAMHHBIE PYKOIUCYU YEPHOK-
HIDKHUKA [epbepra ABpMAAKCKOrO, AECATOro BeKa. Tak BOT TpebyeTcs, YTOOBI
s1 UX pasobpaa. Sl — eAMHCTBEHHBIT B MUPe CITELIMAANCT.

— A-a! Ber uctopuk? — ¢ 00AbIIMM OOA€rdeHMeM U YBaXKEHMEM CIIPOCHUA
Bepanos.
— S1 — UCTOPUK, — TIOATBEPAUA YYEHBI U AOOABUA HU K CEAY HU K [OPO-

Ay: — CeropHst BedepoMm Ha ITarpuapinx 6yAeT MHTepecHast UCTOpus!



