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I'naBa 1

Korﬂa Mepu JIeHHOKC TIpUCTaIN XWUTh K HOs7e,
B MuccenbTysiuT-M3sHOp, BCe TOBOPWJIM, YTO OHA
caMbIil HEIPUSITHHIA peOeHOK, KAKOTO0 UM KOoraa-anbdo
MPUXOINIOCHh BUAETh. DTO OblJIa MpaBaa. Y Hee ObLIO
MaJleHbKOE XyIoe JIMIIO U MajleHbKoe Xynoe Teno. Bo-
JIOCHI y Hee ObIIN OeJIOKYpHhIC, KUIKKUE, a TUI0, C BEUHO
KMCJIBIM BBIpaXXEHHUEM, KeJITOEe, IIOTOMY UYTO OHA POIU-
Jlack B UHAUM 1 BEYHO XBOpaja TO TeM, TO APYTUM.

Orell ee COCTOSIT Ha CIIyxk0€ y aHIVIMIICKOro mpa-
BUTEJILCTBA, BCETA OBIBAJl OYCHD 3aHSAT M TOXE 9acCTO
XBOpaJ, a MaTh €¢ OblJIa KpacaBullia, KOTOpas Jro0mia
TOJIBKO OBIBaTh B TOCTSIX U BECEJIMTHCS B KPYTY BECEJIbIX
nmoneit. Eit BoBce He Hy:KeH OblI peOeHOK, U, KOTraa po-
aunachk Mepu, oHa Iopydujia yxoJ 3a Hel Ty3eMHOI
cllyXXaHKe, WK aiid, KOTOPO Jajv MOHSITh, YTO €CJIU
OHa XeJIaeT YTOOUTh MEM-Canb!, To peOeHOK He TOJIKEH
ToITamaThCs €M Ha Ijasa.

Mepu He mOMHMIIA, YTOOBI KOrma-au0o Buaesa 0Jam3-
KO YTO-HMOYAb, KPOME CMYIJIOTO JINIa CBOCH aild muiau
IPYyTUX Ty3eMHBIX CJIYT; a TaK KaK BCe OHU Bcerga Io-
BUHOBAJIMCh €11 1 TTO3BOJISIIIN eii IeyIaTh BCe II0-CBOEMY,

I'Tak Ha3bIBAIOT B VTHIMY OEJIBIX XKEHIIVH.
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MOTOMY YTO MEM-Ccaud MOoTIJia pacCepAaUThCS, €CIu Obl ee
00ecrnoKow1 KpUK pedeHKa, TO LIeCTH JIET OT poay Mepu
ObLi1a BeJIMYalilei SrouCTKON U TUPAHKOA.

Mononas ryBepHaHTKa-aHINIMYaHKa, KOTOPYIO B3sI-
JIM, 9TOOBI HAy4YuTh Mepu 4yMTaTh U MUCaTh, TaK HE-
B3/II0OMIIA €€, 4TO Yepe3 TPU Mecslla OoTKasaaach OT
MECTa, a KOTra ABJISJINCh APpYrue TyBEpHAHTKU, TO OHU
YXOOWJIN 4epe3 elle 6oyiee KOPOTKOE BpeMs, YEM Mep-
Bas. U eciu 661 Mepu caMoil He 3aX0TeI0Ch BBIYYUThCS
YUTaTh U ITMCATh, TO OHA HUKOTAA HE MMeJia Obl BO3MOX-
HOCTU HAay4YUThCS Aaxe a30yKe.

B ogHO cTpaniHo xapKoe yTpo — eif Toraa Obuio yxke
OKOJIO AEBSITU JIET — OHAa IIPOCHYJIAaCh OCOOCHHO 31as
¥ pa3o3yImiiach elie 0oJibllle, KOraa yBUaeaa, 4To Cily-
»KaHKa, CTOSIBIIIasl BO3JIe €€ IIOCTeNIM, Oblla He ee aiia.

— 3aueM ThI NpulIa? — cKa3aja OHa YyXKOM XKeH-
muHe. — S He mo3Bouio Tede ocTtaThbes TYT. Ipuimm
MHE MOIO aif3!

V XeHIIUHBI ObUT UCIIYTaHHBIM BUJ, U OHA MPOOOP-
MOTaJia, 4To aiid He MOXKeT IIPpUIATH, a Koraa Mepu B He-
HWCTOBCTBE CTaja OMTh M TOJKATh €€, OHA TOJbKO MCITY-
rajach elie 0oJIbllle U IOBTOPUJIA, YTO aii? HEBO3MOXKHO
MPUITH K MUCCH Cauo.

B 310 yTpO B caMOM Bo31yXxe TOUHO HOCUJIOCH YTO-TO
TauHCTBEHHOE. Hudero He neany OOBIYHBIM MOPSI-
KOM, M HEKOTOPBIX U3 TY3€MHBIX CIIYyT BOBCE HE ObLIO
BUJIHO, a Te, KOTOpbIX Mepu Bujena, IBUTAINCh TOPO-
IUIMBO WM YKPAIKOii, C 0J1eAHO-CephIMU UCITyTAHHBIMU
Juuamu. Ho et HUKTO HUYero He TOBOPWJI, 1 €€ aild Bce
HE SIBJISIACh.

YTpo nmpoxoaunao; CKopo oHa ocTajlaCh COBCEM OJIHA,
HaKOHeIl BHIIIUIA B CaJ M CTaja UrpaTh TOXE OAHA MOX
JiepeBOM, OKOJI0 BepaHabl. OHa Aenana BUid, 4YTO yCTpa-
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MBaeT [IBETOUYHYIO KIIYMOY, 1 BThIKayia OOJIbIINE SIPKO-
ajible LIBeTbl B MaJICHbKME KYYKM 3eMJIU, BCE OOJIbIIIE
¥ OoJIblIIe pa3apaxkasich 1 0opModa cede moa HOC Bce
TO, YTO coOMpajach cKa3aTh Cauau, Bce Te OpaHHBbIE
CJIOBa, KOTOPEIMHM COOMpanach 0003BaTh €€, KOTraa OHa
BEpHETCS.

— Csunbs! CBunbsa! CBuHOE oTpoabe! — roBopuia
OHa, IIOTOMY YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMIla CBUHbEI — 3TO camMoe
XyAlIee oCKoOpOJIeHUE.

OHa ckpexeTaja 3ydamu, IIOBTOPSIS 3Ty (pa3y, Korna
yCJIBIIIAJIA, YTO Ha BEpaHIy BhIIILIA €€ MaTh eIlle C KeM-
TO. DTO OBUT OETOKYPHIM MOJIOJOM YET0BEK, M 00a OHMU
CTOSIJIA Y1 TOBOPUJIM KAKUMU-TO CTPAHHBIMU TUXUMU
TOJIOCAMMU.

Mepu 3Hana 6eJI0Kyporo MOJIOAOIo YeaoBeKa, Io-
X0XKET0 Ha MaJIbuMKa; OHa CJIbIIIAJIA, 9YTO OH ObLI OYEHb
MOJIOAOI oduliep, KOTOPHIA HeJaBHO Ipuexaia u3 AH-
JINU.

HeBouka misiaeaa Ha HUX 000MX, HO 0oJiee IIpUCcTajib-
HO TJIsIIeia Ha CBOIO MaTh.

OHa Bcerna 3To Jenajia, KOTaa TOJbKO MpeACTaBIsICs
cJIydaii BUIETh ee, TIOTOMY 4TO MeM-canbd — Mepu yacTo
3Bajla €¢ MMEHHO Tak, a He HaYe — Oblja Takasi BbICO-
Kasl, CTpoiiHasl, KpacuBasl JaMa U HOCHUJIA IIPEIECTHbIC
Hapsapl. Y Hee ObLIM BOJIOCHI, KaK BOJTHUCTHIN IICTK,
KpacUBBII MaJIeHbKUI1 HOC, MIPE3PUTEIbHO B3ACPHYTHINM,
u boJblMe cMerolrecs ria3a. Onexnaa ee Bceraa obuia
JIeTKasl ¥ pa3BeBarolascs 1, Kak BeIpaxajiach Mepu,
«IIOJTHA KPYKEB».

B 310 yTpOo Ha Heil ObL10 OOJIbIIE KPYKEB, YEM BCET-
Jla, HO IIa3a €€ He CMEsUIMCh; OHM ObLIU TaKue 0OJIbIINe
Y UCITyTaHHbIC U YMOJISIOIIE IISIACIU B JIMLIO MOJIOIOTO
Oes1oKyporo oduliepa.
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— Heyxenu geno tak moxo? Heyxenn? — ycipla-
J1a Mepu ee Borpoc.

— VxacHo! — mpoXallluM T'oJIOCOM OTBETHJI MOJIO-
oI YyeJIoBeK. — Y:KacHo, muccuc JleHHokc! Bbl ok~
HBI OBLIM YeXaThb B TOPbI ABE HEASIU TOMY Ha3al.

Mewm-caub crana JoMaTh pyKH.

— O, g 3Ha10, YTO HOJIKHA ObLJIa cAenaaTh 3TO! —
BOCKJIMKHYJA oHA. — f ocTanach TOJbKO IJIsI TOTO,
YTOOBI MOUTU Ha 3TOT TJIYNbIM 3BaHbIM ob0en! Kak
g ObLTa raymnal

B sTy MMHYTY M3 TTOMEIIEHUsI CJIYT pa3fancs TaKOu
TPOMKMI BOTIJIb, YTO OHA YXBAaTUJIACh 32 PYKY MOJIOJIOTO
yeJioBeKa, a Mepu 3aapokaja ¢ roJIoBbI 10 HOT. Bomib
CTaHOBUJICS Bce 00Jiee TNKIM.

— Yto0 310? UTO 3TO0? — MpouienTaia Muccuc JleH-
HOKC.

— Kro-T0 ymMep, — oTBeTUI Moa0AOI odulep. —
Bol He roBopmIn, 4YTO 60JIE3Hb MOSIBUIIACH CPEIU BallIUX
cayr!

— 51 He 3Hama!l — BOCKJIMKHYyJIa MeM-caub. —
O, TIolimeMTe CoO MHOM, MOMIEMTE CO MHOIA!

Ona noBepHyIach 1 yoexasua B IOM.

Ilocne aToro HacTynuiIo HEYTO yXacamliee, 1 Mepu
CTaJjio SICHO, IIOYEMY 3TO YTPO OBLIO TAKOE TAMHCTBEH-
HoOE.

INosiBunack xojiepa B caMoii Tsikenoit (popme, U JIo-
N YMUPAIN, KaK MyXxu. Ails 3a00Jjejla HOYblO, 1 CIIYTU
BOMNWJIN B CBOUX XMKMHAX, IOTOMY YTO OHA TOJBKO 4YTO
yMepaa. Houblo yMepau erie Tpoe CIyT, a OCTaJbHbIC
B yXace 0exxanu. Bcroay napuna naHuka, M Bo BceX OyH-
rajao ObLUIM YMUPAIOIINE.

Ha cnenyrommii AeHb, BO BpeMsl TPEBOTU U CMSITeE-
HUs, Mepu crpsiTanachk B I€TCKOM, 1 BCe 3a0bUIU O HE.
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HukTo He nyMan o Heil, HUKOMY OHa He ObLja HyXXHa,
M BOKPYT IIPOKUCXOIMUIIO HEUTO CTPAaHHOE, O YEM OHA He
uMesa MOHSITHS.

Yacrel npoxonuian, 1 Mepu monepeMeHHO TO craja,
To miakaja. OHa 3Haja TOJBKO, YTO JIIOAU XBOPAJIH,
M CJIBbIIIAJIa TAMHCTBEHHBIE U ITyTaBIIUE €€ 3BYKU.

Pa3 oHa nmpokpaach B CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOpasl oKa3a-
JIach MYCTOM, XOTS Ha CTOJIE CTOSII HETOKOHYEHHBIN
00el; CTy/Ibs U TapeJKU UMEJIU TaKoi BUI, KaK OyITO
MX TTOCTIENTHO OTOABUHYJIM B CTOPOHY, KOIa JIOAM MO
KaKoM-TO IIpUYMHE BHE3aIMHO MOIHSUIMCH U3-3a CTOJIA.

Mepu noena ppyKTOB U cyxapeu v, YyBCTBYS CUJIb-
HYIO XaXy, BbIIIMJIa CTOSIBIIUI Ha CTOJI€ CTaKaH BU-
Ha. OHo ObLIO clagKoe, HO AeBOYKa HE MoAo3peBaa,
YTO OHO OYeHb Kpenkoe. Ee CKopo Hayano KJIOHUTh KO
CHY, ¥ OHa Mollljla 00paTHO B IETCKYIO U OMSTh 3arep-
Jlach TaM, MCITyraHHasi KpUKaMM, KOTOPbIE HECIUCH U3
XWXKWH, U 3ByKaMU TOPOILUIMBHIX I1aroB. BUHO HarHa-
JIO Ha Hee TaKOM COH, YTO Ija3a €€ 3aKpbLINCh IIOMU-
MO €€ BOJIM; OHa Jierjia Ha IIOCTeJIb M TOYHO IToTepsiia
CO3HaHHUE.

OueHb MHOTO€ IIPOMU3OIILIO 3a T€ JOJTUE Yachl, YTO
OHa craja TaKUM TSDKEJIBIM CHOM, U €€ He pa30yIviIin HA
BOIUIM, HU IIIyM B OyHTaJo, Ile¢ YTO-TO BHOCWJIN U BhI-
HOCHJIU.

Korna oHa nipocHynach, To IpogoyKaia JexaTh He-
MOJABUXXHO, TMPUCTAILHO TSI Ha cTeHy. B nome Obuia
HoJHelIas TUIIMHA; OHA He IIOMHIWJIA, YTOOBI KOraa-
nubo mpexiae B HeM Hapuiio Takoe 6e3monBue. OHa He
CJIBIIIAJIa HU TOJIOCOB, HU IIIArOB 1 IyMaJjla O TOM, BCE JIX
YK€ BBI3IOPOBEJIM OT XOJIEPHI U TIpoliuia 1k Oexa.

JyMajia oHa ¥ O TOM, KTO Teeph OYAET yXaxXnBaTh 3a
Helo, Belb ee aiid ymepia! BepositHo, OyaeT HoBag aia,
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1 OHa, OBITh MOXET, OyZIeT pacCKa3bIBaTh HOBBIE CKa3KMU,
cTaphble CKa3KM yXe TOCTaTOYHO Hamoeau Mepu.

OmHa He makaja o TOM, 4TO yMepJia ee HIHbKa. OHa
He ObLIa JIIOOSIIUM peOEHKOM M HMKOIIa HU K KOMY He
ObLIa 0OCOOEHHO IPUBSI3aHa.

IIymM, 6eroTHs, BOILUIM I10 YMEPILIMM OT XOJEPhl —
BCE 3TO UCITyrajo ee, U, KpoMe TOro, oOHa ObLla O4YeHb
cepauTa, IIOTOMY YTO HUKTO HE BCIIOMHMII, YTO OHA XKU-
Ba. Bce Tak 00e3ymenu oT yxkaca, UYTO HUKTO He IToayMaJl
0 IeBOYKE, KOTOPYIO HUKTO HE JIO0WJ.

Korna arogu 3aboseBanu XoJepoil, OHU, Ka3alocCh,
He MOIJIM AyMaTb HUA O KOM, Kpome cebs camux. Ho ec-
JIN BCE OIISITh BHI3AOPOBEIN, TO, KOHEYHO, KTO-HUOYIb
JIOJI>KE€H OBLT BCIIOMHUTD O HEM M OTHICKATH €.

Ho HuKTO He mpuxoauiI, U OHa Bce JiexXana U XKaa-
JIa, ¥ B IOM€, Ka3aJ0Ch, CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TUIIIE U THUIIIE.
OHa ycbiliaja Kakoii-To IIopoX Ha IIMHOBKE U KOraa
B3TJISIHYJIA Ha I10JI, TO yBHUAEIA MAaJIEHbKYIO 3MEHKY,
CKOJIB3UBIILYIO 10 TIOIY U TJISAEBIIIYIO HA HEe IOXOXUMU
Ha JIparol¢HHble KAMHU IJIa3aMMu.

Mepu He ucnyrajach: 3TO ObLIO Oe3BpeIHOe Ma-
JIEHBKOE CYILIECTBO, KOTOPOE HUUYETO HEe MOTJIO el cle-
JaTh. 3MeliKa, Ka3aaoch, TOPOIMIACh BHIOpAThCS U3
KOMHAaTHI, 1 Mepu Buesa, Kak oHa CKOJIb3HYJIA IO
IIBEPb.

— Kak ctpaHHo u Tuxo! — ckaszana Mepu. — Kak
OyATO B TOME HMKOTO HET, KpOME MEHS Ia 3MEHUKMU.

IToutu B Ty XXe MMHYTY OHa ycJIbIXajla IIaru B camy,
a [IOTOM Ha BepaHie. DTO ObUIM MYXXCKUE I11arv; My>K4u-
HbI BOLLIY B IOM U O YeM-TO TUXO 3aroBopuwin. Hukro
He BBIIIE] UM HaBCTpPedy, HUKTO HE 3arOBOPUII C HU-
MU; OHM, Ka3aJ0Ch, OTKPBIBAIU ABEPU U 3arJIsSAbIBAIN
B KOMHATHL.
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— Kakoe omnycronieHue! — ckasaja OIMH roJjioc. —
M sTa KpacuBas XeHIIMHA... 1a U peOEHOK, g AyMalo,
toxe! S cablal, 4to ObLT peOeHOK, XOTSI er0 HUKTO
HUKOTIIA HEe BUOE.

Korma oHM HECKOJBKO MHMHYT CIYCTSI OTKpPBI-
J OIBepb, Mepu crosiia Iocpeau IeTCKOM, HeKpacu-
Basl W 3J1as1, HAXMYPUB OpOBM, IIOTOMY UTO OBLIA I'O-
JIOAHA M YYBCTBOBaja cebsl KaK-TO ITO30pHO 3a0po-
IIEHHOM.

[lepBbiit yen0BeK, BOIISAIINI B KOMHATY, ObLUT BHICO-
Kuii opuiep, Kotoporo Mepu ogHaxKabl BUaea y CBOe-
ro oTLa. ¥ Hero ObuU1 yCTanblii 1 03a00YEHHbIN BUI, HO,
KOI'Ja OH YBUJIEJ €€, OH OBbLI TaK IOpaXeH, 4TO YyTh He
OTCKOYMJI Ha3al.

— bapneit! — kpukHyn oH. — 3aech pedbeHoK! Pe-
o6eHok, onuH! B Takom mecte! Boxe Moii, 1a KTO oHa
Takas?

— 4 Mepu JIeHHOKC, — YOITOPHO CKa3aJia JeBoYKa,
BBIIPSIMJISISICH BO BeCh POCT. Ye0BeK 3TOT IToKazalics ei
O4YeHb I'pyOBIM, IIOTOMY YTO Ha3BaJjl JOM €€ OTLA «TaKUM
MecToM». — A yCHyna, Korma Bce ObUIM OOJBHBI XOJIe-
POIi, ¥ TOJIBKO 4YTO MPOCHYJIach. OTUEro HUKTO HE MPU-
XoauT?

— BT0 TOT pebeHOK, KOTOPOro HUKTO HUKOTAA He
BUIEN! — BOCKJIMKHYJ oduiiep, oopamasich K CBoeMy
cnyTHUKY. — O Hell Ha caMoM fefie Bce 3a0buin!

— Tlouyemy 060 MHe 3a0bLIM? — cripocuyia Mepu,
Tomasi Horoii. — [louyeMy HUKTO He IPUXOAUT?

Monogoii yenoBek, KOToporo 3Baiu bapheii, rpycrt-
HO TOCMOTpe Ha Hee. Mepu 1axe MoKa3alloch, YTO OH
MUTHYJ IJ1a3aMi, TOYHO CMaXUBasi CJIe3y.

— benHass kpomka! — ckazan oH. — Hekomy
MPUNTHU: HUKOTO HE OCTAJIOCh.
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TakuM cTpaHHBIM M HEOXMIAHHBEIM 00pa3zoM Mepu
y3Haja, YTO Y Hee He OCTaJIOoCh HU OT1Ia, HU MaTepH, YTO
OHU YMEPJIX U OBIJIA YBE3€HBI HOUBIO 1 UTO T€ Ty3€MHbIC
CJIYyTU, KOTOPBIE OCTAINCh B XXUBBIX, TTOCITEIITHO MOKMUHY-
JIM IOM ¥ HUKTO U3 HUX JaxKe HEe BCIIOMHWII, YTO y HUX
Ob11a Muccu-cano. ITo3ToMy-TO B JoMe OBIJIO TaK TUXO;
B HEM JCHCTBUTEJIHHO HUKOTO OOJIbIIIe He OBIJTO, KpOME
caMoii Mepu 1a MajleHbKOI 3MENKM.

I'nasa 11

Mepu mro6uia u3gaan DISAETh Ha CBOIO MaTh U CUX-
Tajla ee OYeHb KpacCHBOIl; HO TaK KaK OHa OYe€Hb MaJjio
3HaJjia ee, TO eIBa JIM MOXHO OBIJIO OXMOATh, YTO OHA
OyIeT TOCKOBAaTh I10 Heli, KOra €e He CTaHeT.

OnHa HMYYTh HEe TOCKOBaJIa 10 Hell M TaK KaK BCerna
OblLJIa yriayojeHa B camoe cebsl, TO €e TIOMBICIbI U Te-
nepb, KaKk OOBIKHOBEHHO, OBIJIM COCPEAOTOYEHBI Ha Ce-
0e camoii. bynb oHa cTapiiie, oHa Obl, BEPOSITHO, OUE€Hb
OecrnoKomIach IIPU MBIC/IM, YTO OCTalach COBCEM OIHA
Ha CBETe, HO OHa ellle OblIa OYeHb MaJla, M TaK KakK O HEH
Bcerga 3a00TWIMCH, TO IIpeariojiaraia, YTo 3TO BCerma
OyIer Tax.

JlyMalla oHa TOJIbKO O TOM, IIOIAajeT U OHa K XOpO-
LM JIIOASIM, KOTOpbIe OYAYT C Hell 0OpallaThbCs BEXIM-
BO U4 BO BCEM YCTYIIaTh €if, KaK 3TO Jeajia ee aild u Apy-
Tve Ty3eMHBIE CITY>KaHKU.

Mepu 3Hana, YTO HE OCTaHETCSI HaBCErIa B IOME aH-
IJIMIACKOTO CBSIIIEHHUKA, Ky/Ia €€ B3sUIU B IIEPBOE BpeMsI.
Eit He xoTen0ch ocTaBaThesl TaM. AHIVIMICKUIA CBSIIIEH -
HUK ObUI O€ieH, M y HETO ObLIO IISITEPO AETeil, YyTh JIN
HE OIHOJIETOK, KOTOPhIE XOAWJIN B JOXMOTBSIX, BCErIa
CCOPUMJIMCH U TaCKaJu UTPYIIKU APYT y Apyra. Mepu He-
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HaBUela UX HEONPSITHEHIN JOM M TaK AJypHO oOpalma-
JIaCh C HUMM, 4YTO Yepe3 IBa THS HUKTO HE XOTEJ UrpaTh
C Helo.

— Te0bs oTOLLTIOT JOMOI Yepe3 Hedea, — cKaszall
el ogHaxnbl baswnb, ManbuMK macTopa, ¢ JEP3KUMU
roayobIMU T1a3aMU U B3OEPHYTHIM HOCOM, KOTOPOIO
Mepu HeHaBUaella. — MBI Bce OYeHBb pajibl 3TOMY.

— M g Toxe paga, — orBeTuaa Mepu. — A rae 310
TAKOE «TOMO»?

— OmHa He 3HaeT, rae 3To? — MPe3PUTENIbHO cKa3all
cemuneTHuii ba3unb. — D10, KoHeyHO, AHIIMS. Hara
0abyIKa XMBET TaM, U B IIPOIIJIOM IOy TyAa MOCaIn
cecTpy Mabenb. A ThI Tloefelllb He K 0a0ylIKe; y TeOs
ee HeT. THI IToeaelnb K CBOeMY JSIIe; €ro 30ByT MUCTEP
Apun6banba KpaBeH.

— 1 HuKoTHA PO HETo He CJIbIXajla, — OTPBI3HYJIACh
Mepmn.

— 4 3Haro, 4TO HE ciabIXaja, — OTBeTWU]I baswib, —
Thl HUYETO HE 3Haellb. [[eBOUYKHM OOBIKHOBEHHO HUYETO
He 3HaloT. 4 ciblla, Kak Iana 1 MaMa TOBOPMIIM PO
Hero. OH XXMBET B TPOMaIHOM 3a0pOIIIEHHOM CTapoOM
JoMe B JIe€peBHE, U HUKTO K HeMy He xomuT. OH Ta-
KOI CepauThIl, YTO HUKOTO K cebe He MyCKaeT, a ec-
JIV OBl U MyCTWJI, TO HUKTO OBl He Tipuiliea. OH ropOyH
U CTPALUIHBIA-CTPAIIHBIA.

— Sl TebGe He Bepio, — ckaszaja Mepu, OTBEpHYBIIUCH
OT HETO U 3aThIKAasl YIIU IaJIblIaMU, IIOTOMY UTO HE XOTe-
Jia 0OJIbIIIE CIYyIIATh.

Ho ona Bce-Taku o4eHb MHOIO AyMajia 00 3TOM;
a korga muccuc Kpoydopa B TOT xXe Beuep ckazaja
eli, 4To yepe3 HEeCKOJbKO JHEM OHa MoeneT B AHIJIUIO
K cBoeMy nsmae, Muctepy KpaBeHy, KOTOPBIA XWI
B MuccenbTyaiiT-M3Hope, y Hee ObLI TaKOM YIIPSIMO-
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PaBHOIYIIHBINA, TOYHO OKAaMEHEJBI BUI, ITO3TOMY
OHM HE 3HaJIM, YTO O Hell 1 moayMaTh. OHU IIBITAIUCh
IpUIacKaTh €, HO OHAa OTBEPHYJIACh, KOTJIa MUCCHUC
Kpoydopn xorena mouenoBaTh €€, 1 YOIIOPHO BbI-
npsiMuiIach, korga muctep Kpoydopa morpemnai ee mo
ieyy.

— OHa Takoil HeKpacHUBBIli peOEHOK, — cKa3aja
nocie aroro Mmuccuc Kpoydopa ToHOM coxalleHus. —
A MaThb ee Obula Tak KpacuBa! M1 MaHepHl y Hee ObLIU
Takye MUIble, a Mepu caMblii HENPUSATHBINA PEOCHOK,
KOTOPOIO $1 KOraa-anbo Buaesa.

— bBHITE MOXeT, ecii OBI €e MaTh TTOYAIIe TTOSBISI-
JIaCch B IETCKOM, CO CBOMM KPAaCHUBBIM JIUIIOM U MUJIBIMU
MaHepaMu, Mepu Toxe Moria OBl IEPEHSITh 3TU MaHe-
pblL. I'pycTHO Tenepb BCIOMUHATh, Koraa OemHas Kpaca-
BUIIA YK€ YMepJia, O4YeHb MHOTHE BOBCE HE 3HAJIM, YTO
y Hee ObL1 pedeHoK!

— OmHa, KaxeTcs, HUKOIIa He B3IJIsIHY/a Ha Hee, —
B3noxHyna Muccuc Kpoydopa. — Korna ee aiis ymepia,
HUKTO 1 He BCIIOMHIJI 0 Kpoliike. [Tomymaii ToJIbKO: Bce
CIIyTH pa30exXaluCh U OCTABWIN €€ OHY B ITyCTOM HO-
me. [TonkoBHUK Mak-I'pio roBopu MHe, YTO OBILJT TT0-
paXeH, KOraa OTBOPWJI ABEPh M YBUIEI €€ COBEPIICHHO
OIHY ITocpeay KOMHATHI.

Bo Bpems monroro mepee3ga B AHrno Mepu Ha-
XoAWJIach oA MPUCMOTPOM KEHbI OJTHOro oduiiepa,
KOTopasl Be3Jjia Tyda CBOUX JIeTei, YTOOBI ITIOMECTUTh
X B IMaHCHoH. OHa ObL1a OYeHb 3aHSATa COOCTBEHHBI-
MU OSThbMHM M OYEHb pagoBajiach, Korma cmaiga Mepu
XEHIIMHE, KOTopyto Muctep KpaBeH Bbicaal B JIOHIOH
BCTPETUTH €¢€.

KeHIrHa 5Ta ciIyXujia 5KOHOMKOI B MuUcCCebTy-
aiT-M>3Hope, U 3Baju ee muccuc Menjnok. OHa ObL1a
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OYCHbB MOJIHASI, C PyMSHBIMHY IIeKaMW 1 30pKUMU 9ep-
HBIMMU TJIa3aMU.

OHa odeHb He MOHpaBWJIach Mepu; HO Tak Kak Mepu
PeIKoO KTO-TMOO0 HpaBWICS, TO B 3TOM He ObLIO HUYETO
YIMBUTEIBHOIO; KPOME TOTO, OBLIIO OYEBUAHO, YTO MUC-
cuc MemIoK TOXXe HEBBICOKOTO MHEHMS O IE€BOYKE.

— DKas oHa HekpacuBas! — ckasaja oHa. — A MBI
Bellb CJIBIIIAIM, YTO €€ MaTh ObuIa KpacaBuna. OHa, Kak
BUIHO, KpacOTHI-TO €ii B HACJIEACTBO HE OCTaBUJIa, HE
TaK jau?

— OmHa, OBITb MOXKET, IEPEMEHUTCS, KOraa Moapac-
TeT, — AOOPOMYIIHO cKa3aia xkeHa oduiiepa. — Eciu
OBl OHa He ObLIa TaKas KeJTasl U BhIpaXXeHue Julia ee
OB110 OBI OJTIacKOBel! A 4epThl IMIIAa Y Hee XOpOIINe.
Jletn Beab TaK MeHsIIOTCS!

— Eii mpunercss U3MeHUTHCS BO MHOTOM, — OTBETH-
Jla Myuccuc Menjnok. — A B MUCCENIbTY3iTe HET HUYETO
TaKoro, 4YTO MOTJIO Obl UBMEHUThH peOeHKa K JIydlliemy,
€CJIM BBl CIIPOCUTE MEH:I!

O06e oHU nyMau, yTo Mepu He caylliaeT, IOTOMY UTO
OHa CTOsIJIa HECKOJIBKO MOO0aTb, Y OKHA OTEJIS, IIIe OHU
octaHoBWIKCh. OHa cMOTpeJia Ha IPOXOXKMX, Ha IIPO-
€3aBIlIe OMHUOYCHI X K30bI, HO CJIBIIIIAA BECH PAa3ro-
BOD; B HEl IPOCHYJIOCH JIIOOOIBITCTBO 110 OTHOIIIEHUIO
K Os1ae U ero kumiry. YTo 3To OBIT 32 IOM M Ha 9TO OH
ob11 10X02k? YTo Takoe ropoyH? OHa HUKOTJA He BUIa-
Jla TopOyHa; ObITh MOXeT, uX B MUHIMU BOBce He ObLIO.

C Tex ITop KaK OHa CTaJjla XXUThb B YyKMX JOMaxX U y Hee
He ObLIO aiid, OHA CTajla YyBCTBOBAThb Ce0s1 OOUHOKOM,
M B TOJIOBY €l MPUXOIWIN CTPaHHBIE, COBEPIIIEHHO HO-
BbI€ JIJISI HEE MBICIIU.

Ona gymaja o ToM, IIoueMy 3TO OHa Bcerda Oblia
«HUYbS», Jaxe Koraa ee oTell 1 MaTh ObLIM XUBHI. [dpy-



