— BoT u 60Js1bIIast Bozia MpUIILIa, — 3ayMUYUBO ITPOU3HEC
3asi. OH cuziesT Ha TOBaJIEHHOUW COCHE W CMOTpeJT Ha 3a-
TOILJIEHHBIN JIeC.

3adn poauica B 3ToM Jiecy. Kpyrieiit roz 3gece, cpeiun
ZlepeBbEB, B HOPaX 110/l KOPHSIMU, HAXOAWIU cebe yoexuIie
pasHble 3BepH. bouibiile Bcero ObLIO 3aiIleB, TTOITOMY JIe-
pPEBEHCKYE KUTEeU JaBHO ITPO3BAJIH Jiec 3aT9bUM. XUIII-
HUKWU 37IECh HE BOAWJINCH, TO3TOMY 3aUIIEB PA3BEJIOCh TaK
MHOTO, YTO OCEHbIO 'PUOHMKAM OHM IIOIA/IAJIMCh Yallle,
yeM MoJ0epE30BUKH.

Bzioyih Jieca TAHyJIach HEITUPOKas U CITIOKOMHas peka. Eé
O6epera, cHavajia BLICOKHE U OOPBIBUCTHIE, OJIVIKE K JIeCy
CTAHOBUJIVICh COBCEM ITOJIOTUMU. [ToaTOMY OosbIIas Boga
MIPUXOANJIA KAXXYI0 BECHY, KOT/Ia Tasii J€. Peka HaTo-
HS1JIach M pacTeKasach IO BCEH OKpyTe.



3alIly Ka3aJoCh, YTO MOKPBIH JieC ITOXO0XK Ha IOXMAaTYI0
OXOTHUYBIO cOOaKy: celiuac BeIMAET U3 OOJIBIION JIYKHU
U KaK cJeAyeT OTpAXHETCA. Ho Jiec CTOSI B JIeIsTHOM Boie
TepIIeIUBO U HETIOABHIKHO.

3ad1] Bogbl coBceM He 6osiicsa. OH Bcerga JIoOuI 1ia-
BaTh, HO CTapaJCs JieJlaTh 3TO HE3aMETHO, YTOOBI HE TIO-
Ka3aTbCs CTPAHHBIM. B ocTaJbHOM 3asi] COBCEM OOBIY-
HBIM — TaKoW, Kak Bce. JKui u pazgoBaicsa. VI Bpoge Ob
BCE XOpoIio. bosbiiasa ceMbs, APy3bs U YyAECHBIM Jiec.



Ho kak 6yzaT0 3TOro 66110 MaJjio. 3aiIly XOTeI0Ch ObITh
60J1bIIIe YeM ITPOCTO 3atitieM. He TO 4TOOBI 60JIBITNM, a Ka-
KOTr'0-TO ZIPYyTOro, TOJBbKO eMy IOHATHOro pa3mepa. He-
IIPOCTHIM 3aiieM. A MoxkeT, U HE-3aliiiem? Takuie MbICIA
Jake AyMaTh TPYAHO, a VK OOBSCHUTH KOMY-TO IOYTHU
HEBO3MOKHO.






Bce obuTaresu ieca YyBCTBOBAJIU IIPUOJIIKEHNE OOTBIIION
BO/IBI U YXOAMJIN Ha X0AMbl. Ho ob6s13aTeibHO OBLIU U Ta-
KHe, KTO He ycIieBas ybexaThb OT pa3iuBa. M oHu HyXK/a-
JIUCH B TIOMOIIIH.

[TosToMy Ka)kZy10 BeCHY B 3TO BpeMsa MujeHTu Ma-
3aeBHY, CTAapblii MOPCKOM BOJIK Ha IIEHCHUH, BHITACKUBAJ
JIOAKY Ha PeKy U OTIPABJAJCA CllacaThb 3Bepeu. Tak xe,
KaK KOIZla-To Jiejiaj ero oTell. A 0 Hero — Jiefl.

Hor1a BMecTe cO CTApUKOM B crlacaTeJIbHOU orlepaiuu
IIpUHUMaJ y4dactue Vitoxa — mapeHb-MOJIOYHUK U3 CO-
ceaHero cesa. OH OB BBICOKMM Y KPETTKUM, a eIllé IO
BCAKYIO YKUBHOCTb. ETro momMoInp 6b11a O4eHb KCTaTH, Kora
IIPUXOANJIOCH YOUPATh TSXKETYIO BETKY C IOPOTU MU TTPU-
nmoAHUMATh JioAky. Ho gen y Wittoxu xBatajio U Jjoma, 1o-
3TOMY COBMECTHbBIE BbIJIA3KM BbINaAaMu KpaiiHe pesKo.

Crapad AepeBAHHAA JOAKA OCTOPOXKHO ILIbLIA MEXAY
KopsAAraMu ¥ Koukamu. CTapuk yorpaJsi Becjio U yIIpaBJIsii
JIOZKOM C IIOMOIIIbIO OO0JIBIIION AJIMHHOM manku. OH OTTal-
KMBAJICS €0 OT 3eMJIM WU OT /IepeBbEB U MMOTUXOHBKY
IIPOJBUTAJICA BIEPES,



Ha Hocy jsiogku cuzena 6osbinas cepast BopoHa. OHa
BHUMAaTEJIbHO CMOTpeJIa 1o cTopoHaM. MHorza ntuna yie-
Taja u Tepsijaach U3 BuAy. Toraa MuaeHTUM OCTaHABIMBAJ
JIOZIKY, IOTUPAJI 0350111Me PYKU U TTPUCTYIITUBAJICS.

Bckope 00s13aTeTbHO Pas/iaBaioCh IPUTTYIIEHHOE Kap-
KaHbe. DTO 03HadaJjo, YTO BOPOHA HAlllJIa ellé OAHOT'O
3BepbKa, MorasIero B 6exy. V1 cTapuk MmoBOpayrBasl CBOIO
JIOAKY ¥ IUIBLI TYZa, OTKYZA JOHOCUJIVCH 3BYKHU.

BoT u ceiiyac BOpoOHa yJieTesa B JieC.

Crapuk mpuces. Horu 6bICTPO ycTaBaau yaep>KUBaTh
paBHOBecHe B TOKayrBaroleiics goake. [Tog saBkoit, cOMB-
IIKMCh B Ky4y, CU/ZIeJIM TPU MOKPBIX HallyraHHBIX 3auIia.

— Hy HUYero, ymiacTele, Terepb Bbl B 6€30MMaCHOCTH,
IIOTEPIIUTE HEMHOTO.



I'me-To BAaseKe XpUILIO KapKHYyJIa BOPOHA.

— TTomHbIl Bepéa! — caMm cebe ckoMaHzZoBaI MuJjeH-
TUU Y MIOJHAJICA Ha HOTHU.

BopoHa cu/iesia Ha BeTKe 6epé3bl M CMOTpeJia TO Ha CTa-
pUKa, TO Ha CBOIO HAXOJKY.

/lBa 3au1ia NBITAJIUCh YMECTUTHCA HA MaJIeHbKOM OCT-
POBKe, a ell€ O4UH IIaBajJ BOKPYr HUX. Ho, B oTinuue
OT ZIPYTHX, OH He ObLJI HAITyTaH, a MbITAJICS IIOMOYb COPO-
A4aM.

3adn, BUANMO, TaK YBJIEKCH, YTO CIyYalHO 3aHBIPHYJI
1 HaxJjebascs Boabl. Ternmephb MoMoIb HyKHa ObLIa eMy.

CTapuK y»Ke HeKOTOpoe BpeMs HabJrojan 3a YyAHBIM
3al1eM.

— 3Ha4uT, 4 BoBpeMd nogocnesn! Vb, Kak mjaaBaTb
JIIOOUIITb, — IIpUroBapuBas MuieHTUM, BhITaCKMBad ylia-
cTtoro u3 Bogbl. — [Ipsimo peuHou 3adn! A moxetT, 1 HE
3ad1] BoBce? MoxkeT, MOPCKOU BOJIK?



HauunHaio cMepKaTbcs, U CTapUK OTIIPAaBUJICS B obpaT-
HBIU Y Th.

WNuorpga MuieHTHIO Ka3aJ0Ch, YTO OH y4acTBYET B 3a-
TAHYBIIENCA eXeroJHou 3ad4ybell Kapyceau. Beliasiu-
BaeT, OTIIyCKaeT, CHOBA BBbLJIABJIUBAET, CHOBA OTIIYCKAaeT.
Ho ocTaHOBUTHCA OH YK€ HE MOT, [la U He XOTeJl.

— CKOpoO HayHy Bac 110 MOpZAaM y3HaBaThb, — 'OBOPUJI
CTapuK, TIOIVIAZbIBAsI HAa IIPUTUXIITNX 3aki1ieB. — V1 BooOi1Ie,
MHe Ka)KEeTCS, YTO BbI, YIIACThIE, IIPOCTO JIFOOUTE KAaTaThCs
Ha JIOAKE I10 BeCEHHEMY JIeCy.

Kak TOJTbKO JIoZIKa ITpruyainia K 6epery, criacEHHBIE 3aii-
116l BBICKOYMJIN Ha TBEPAYIO 3€MJIIO Y YHECIUCH B XOJIMBI.

A 4yyaHOU 3asll OCTaJICA.



— Bogwl, BUzaTh, Haxsiebasics, — OropumIICs CTapUK. —
Hy Hu4ero, Mbl Tebs BbIeYUM. — Y cTas BBIXa)KMUBATh
3aifiia y ce6s1 B JIOIOUHOM capae.

Bckope 3adig okperr, HO YXOAUTB He X0TeJl. TaK 1 ocTasicA
KUTH Y MuieHTus.

HeckoJsibkO JIeT Hasa/ cTaporo Mopska OTIpaBUJIU
Ha [IeHCU0, ¥ OH BEPHYJICA U3 JAaJbHUX CTPAH B CBOE CeJIO.
MuteHTHH TIOCeTUIICS Ha BBICOKOM Oepery, B IoMe, KOTO-
PBIM KOT/]a-TO IMIOCTPOWJIM ero npeaku. CTapuK >KUJI OIUH,
B OT/ZIaJIEHUH, ITO3TOMY 00paIoBajICs TAKOMY CTPAHHOMY
CIy4aliHOMY COCEZCTBY.

[TepBoe BpeMa MuieHTUU ¢ OITacKOU 3arysaAbIBaJI IO YT-
paM B capaii. Ha MecTe jiu ero nogomneyHsiii? He yapar iu
B JIeC, KaK BCe OCTa/IbHbIE ClIaCéHHbIE 3auIlbl? Ho, ycibiiiaB
CKPWII JiBepHU, 3a1] Ka>K/IbIM Pa3 BBIXOAUJI M3 CBOErO YyTJIa,
Y TOTZla CTApUK YCIIOKauWBaJICA YU HaYMHaJI KOMaH/0BaTh:

— Hy uTo, 3as, mpocHysca? CerogHsa uiém 3a rpubamu.

Tak OHU U CTaJIY KUTh.

Bcé y1eTo BMecTe phiOavymiIn, 3aHUMAJIMCh OTOPOJIOM, CO-
O6vipav TpuOBI U ATO/BI, KOCUJIU U CYIIHJIU CEHO. A TIO Be-
yepaM CMOTPEJIU Ha 3BE3JHI.






CrapuK Jt0O6UJI CMOTPETD Ha 3BE3/IbI M pacCKa3bIBaTh UCTO-
PUU U3 CBOEU XKU3HU. 37€Ch, BAAJIU OT CEJIbCKUX OTHEH,
3BE3/Ibl CBETUJIU OYEHb APKO.

— A MeHA BeJAb Ha3blBaJu MOPCKUM BOJIKOM, — OJ-
HaXXAbl cKaszasl MUuJIeHTHH.

3adl], HaCTOPOXKEHHO ITOKOCUJICA Ha Hero.

— DTO IPO3BUIIe TaKoe. I Belb MHOI'O JIET XOAWJI I10 MO-
pAM Ha OrPOMHOM KopabJjie, — ropZio IpooKaj CTa-
PUK, IIA44 KyAa-To BAaJb. — C caMoro JeTcTBa MeyTall
0 Mope. V1 He TpOCTO HOXKKHU ITIOMOYMTH /la ¢ Obepera B/jaib
ITIOCMOTPETbD, a TaK, YTOOBI CTOSATH Ha IManybe U 3THUX ca-
MBIX OeperoB He BUZIETh. A BOKPYT BOJIHBHI, BETEP U CO-
JéHble OpBI3rU. TaK 4TO, KOTrZla BEIPOC, CTAJl MAaTPOCOM.
Mope — 3To TOT e 3Bepb. Korza 1ackoBO TPETCA O HOT'H,
AyMaelllb, YTO IPUPYYUI ero. A moTom BApPyT Oyps! Toro
Y TJISIY IPOTJIOTUT TeOs 3TOT 3Bepb! Ho Moii kopabiib HU-
Yyero He 6OsJICS U IIEJT BCE ZjaJIbIIe U AaJIbIlle TT0 6eCKOHEeY-
Hol Bosibioi Bojie. A s1 BMecTe ¢ HUM. He paboTa — Meural
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A 4T006 He 3a0yaAUThCS, Bcerza Ha He6o cMoTpenr. BoH
TaM HECKOJIBKO 3B€3J pAAoM: 3To bosbiiaa Measeauna,
a TaM — Masas. A BOT TaM BZiajieKe HeCKOJIBKO 3BE3/I0U€EK,
BUAUIIB? JTO co3Be3aure 3adln. TBou copoand. Meakuut
3BEPEK Bpo/ie ObI, a Ha caMOM /ieJjie — Iy TeBOIHAsI 3Be3/1a.
A TIOMHI0, KaK-TO pa3s... — V cTapblii MOPCKO# BOJIK BHOBb
IIpUHUMAJICSI pacCcKa3bIBaTh OZHY M3 CBOUX MCTOPHUH, Ka-
KHX Y HEro ObLJIO TAaK MHOTO, YTO XBaTUJIO OBl Ha IBE WJIU
Jla’ke TpU yBJIeKaTeIbHbIE XXU3HU.

Tak 3a pa3roBopaMu MPOXOAUIU Beuepa, a Korzia HacTy-
1ajia Ho4Yb, CTAPUK yXOJAWJI B JIOM.

A 3as1 3ajse3aj B CTOT' CeHa B yIVIy capas UM 3achlmali,
ZiyMasi 0 3BE3/IHBIX 3ai1iax, 0 MOPCKUX BOJIKaX M O MeYTe.



Crapas gepeBaHHaA JogKa «MeuTa» CTOAIA HA IIOYETHOM
MECTe B LIEHTpe capasd, Mex Ay ALIUKaMU C MOPKOBBIO U CTO-
I'OM CeHa.

— Xopo1to 6bI yCIeThb e€ MPOCMOJIUTD /10 BECHBI, — I'0-
BOPUJI CTapUK, — TOTZA Y>K MOXXHO U Ha BOAY CIIYCKaTh.

Jlonroe BpeMs /Be pyKHU U /iBe JIallbl O4uIasu 6opTa
cTapou togku. Kpacka oT BpeMeHU U BOJbI IOTPECKaIach,
11 OYKBBI, 13 KOTOPHIX KOTZIA-TO JIETKO CKJIAZIIBAIOCh CJIOBO
«MeuTa», I0YTU He YUTAJUCH.

— Jla yK, CUJIBHO el TOTZia 0CTaI0Ch, — IIPUTOBAPUBAJ
CTapuK, C OTOpYEHUEM BCIIOMUHAA TOT CIy4dau.

OTO CIYYUJIOCH B KOHIIE JIeTa.

OaHaXabpl BeuepoM HaJieTesla BHe3amHas 6yps. He6o
IOTEeMHeJIO ObICTpee 0OBIYHOTO, U TI0 OKPYyTe MPOKATUIICS
rpoM. CTapuk ITOYyBCTBOBAJI HeJlaHOe, GPOCUII Bee Ziena,
cxBaTuJ 3aia u nobexas B JOM.

JIMBeHb HAaCTUT UX Ha NOJNYTU. U TyT Xe HajleTes Be-
Tep. OH JIoMaJi BETKU ZiepeBbeB, OMJICSA O CTEHBI JIOJOYHOTO
capad. Kasasnocs, cTapele OCKU He BbIZEp:KaT U BOT-BOT
CJIOMAIOTCA.
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Jlaxxe KpbIia 60JIBIIOTO I0Ma XOAWIa XOAYHOM U CKPU-
1eJia, a Kochble CTPYH A0/ XJIeCTalu 1o OKHY, BO3Jie KO-
TOPOTO CU/IeJTU TPUTHUXIIINE CTAPUK U 3as1l.

Mokpble ¥ HallyraHHbIE, OHU 3a0BLIN O YEM-TO OYEHD
Ba>KHOM.

Korza moz yTpo BeTep yTHUX, a JOXKAb ellé HEMHOI'0
MopocuJi, MuieHTUu, HaieB TPOMO3/KH IIJIalll U AepKa
B OZIHOM pyKe 3auIia, BhIlIeJ BO IBOP. B3MIAAHYB B CTOPOHY
JIOIOYHOTO capasi, OH cpa3y MmobJiegHe.

— Jloaxka... — TOJIbKO ¥ CMOT BBITOBOPUTH CTapuK. OHU
3a0bLIM 3aTaliuTh «MeuTy» B capail, U Oyps U3PSIIHO e€
moTperna’na.
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Torga-To OHU U pelInu 3aHATHCA PEMOHTOM.

— A BeZb 3Ta JIoAKa MpUHAZJIeXxasa elie MoeMy Jeny.
JItobus oH eé BceM cepaileM. [ToToM oTel] Ha Hel cTa
IJ1aBaTh. 3Haelllb, BeJlb MOM OTell — caMasi HacTosiIIasl Jie-
reHza. BoT y> KTo cZiesiaja MHOI'O XOPOILero, Tak 3TO OH, —
TOBOPWJI CTapUK C FOPAOCTBI0. — [IpO HEro U B KHMXKKax
Jake nucaau. YectHoe CJIOBO!

3adl 3HaJ, YTO TaK U ObLIO. Beawb jsereHabl XOAAT
He TOJIbKO Cpe/iM JIto/lel, HO U Cpe/iv 3Bepel B jiecy. Korza
JIOAKY OYUCTUJIX CO BCEX CTOPOH, CTAJI BUJHBI LIEJIU.

— Temnepb Hazi0 OyZEeT KOHOMIATUTD, — CKa3aJl CTapUK. —
3aBTpa C yTpa CX0XYy B CeJIO 3a JIbHAHOM MakKJjeu. A T
TYT XIU.



Crapuk HUKOI/Ia He Opast 3aiiiia B ceJo.

— Heudero Tebe Tam fenaTh. ITO y HAC B ceMbe BCe JITo-
61K 3BEphE, a TaM B KaXK/I0OM ZIoMe 110 OXOTHUKY. [ToMHIo,
KaK HaJ ZIeZIoM CMeSIJIUCh CeTbCKHUe MY>XWKHU, Ha3bIBAIH
ero KoceiM. ByaTo ObI OH HE OXOTHUTCS, IIOTOMY YTO IIO-
macThb B Ilesb He MoxeT. Ho e He obukaics, eMy 3TO
IIPO3BHUIIE /1a’Ke HPAaBUJIOCH.

He6osnbioe ceno pacnosiaranach Hemnoganéky. Ecau
YT OBICTPBIM IIIaroM, 3a mmosrdaca siobepémnbcs. Ho, 3Hast
CTapuKa, MOXXHO OBLJIO TIPEATIONOXUTD, YTO BEPHETCS OH
TOJIbKO K 00ey. CTaphiii MOPSK JIFOOWJI BCE ZiesiaTh He ciella
Y C YAOBOJbCTBHEM. Jlajke ecy 10 Iopore ero 3acTaBall
JOXKb, CTAPUK IIIEJ IAJTBIIIE TaK K& HETOPOILINBO, BCITOMU-
Hasi OpBI3TU COJIEHBIX BOJH U BpeMeHa CBOeil MOJIOIOCTH.

3as1] y2Ke C yTpa CTaJ BRIXOAUTH HA ZIOPOT'Y ¥ BCMAaTPU-
BaThCSA BAATD.



