Mbi Bno6unuch B 3ToT poMaH!

«Moi npepaTtenb» — 3To UcTOpMA, B KOTOPOU Marus
nepenneTaeTcs ¢ BOWHOWN, Nto60Bb — C NpeAaTeNbCTBOM,
a npowioe He OTNYCKAaeT, KaK 6bl aNeKo OT Hero HU
nbiTanucb y6exxatb. MpauHaa atMocdepa, TaliHbl, )kecTokue
ybuitcTBa n paccnegoBaHue, KOTOpoe AepXUT
B HanpshKeHUU 0,0 CaMOM NnocniegHen cTpaHuLbl...

B o6wweM, Bce, UTO He MOXXET OCTaBUTb PaBHOAYLLUHbIM.

3To TOT poMaH, KOTOpbIM CHauyasna 3aTarmeaer,
NOTOM He OTNycKaeT, a nocne ¢puHana ewe [ONro
He BbIXOAUT U3 ronoBbl. Tak YTO NPUroTOBbTE NNeAa,
Kpenue AepXXuTechb 3a cepaue — U, BO3MOXHO,
3anacutecb candetkamu. Nnakatb 6yaem emecTe.

C n1060BbIo K YUTATENAM M KHUTaM,
KOMaHAaa
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— TBI KOTAQ B TOCAEAHUM pa3 CMOTPEACS B 3epKano? Bri-
TASIAUIIE KaK IpeOaHbll >KUBOU TPYIL.

EaBa pocayiiiaB, AAeKC KOPOTKO XMBIKHYA, 3a4ecaB IIaAb-
IIaMM CBETABIE IIPSIAU TaK, YTOOBI T€ AeTAU 3a YIIU, ¥ YXMBIAD-
HYACS, TASIAS Ha CUAAIETO HAIIPOTUB HETO B KPeCAe AyUIllero
Apyra. CyAasd 1O cAerka ApPOXKalleMy OT CAMIIKOM SIBHOTO
HanpsoreHUuss TeMopy, KoHHOp OBIA 30A U A@’Ke He IIBITaACs
CKpPBIBATh 3TOTO. BO3MOKHO, ecAu OBl AAEKC AEVICTBUTEABHO
XOTeA, TO OH OBbl, KaK U BCETAQ, C YAOBOALCTBHEM IIOAOOPAA
IIapy KOAKOCTEM B OTBET, HO CEropHsS OBIA COBCEM He TaKOM
AeHb. AAEKC, KaK HU ITLITAACSI, HUKAK He MOT HauThu B cebe
JKeAaHUs Iy TUTEL. HampoTuB, 9TOT YKOPU3HEHHBIN IPUIITYD B
roAyOBIX raa3ax KoHHOpa ceifyac AMIIL pasaparkan, ¥ AAeKc,
>KeAas BO 4TOOBI TO HU CTAaAO COXPAHUTH AMIIO, OYATO B OT-
MeCTKY IIOKPYTHA BUCSIIYIO Ha Ilee cpepy, Ha MUT pacCTBOPS-
sICh B TETIA€ MaTuH, YTO Ta ITOCAAAA TPSIMUKOM K €r0 TTaAbITaM.
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CAOBHO TeM CaMbIM HBITAaACS O0e3MOABHO cKasaTb KOHHOpY
yTo-TO TuUmna: «CMmorpu. CMOTpU BHUMATEALHO. S Bce elle
3)M€ECh. Sl KOHTPOAUPYIO CUTYanUIO».

Aa’ke ecau Ha caMOM Aeae AAeKC YyBCTBOBAA OTHIOAB He
3T0. A@)Ke eCAU Marus y’>Ke A@BHO He CAYIIAaAach ero Tak Ke
0e3yKOPU3HEHHO, KaK 1 paHbllle. EcAn ellle cOBCeM HEAABHO
eMy, KaK 1 BcerAa, OBIAO AOCTATOYHO AUIIBL IPUKOCHYTHCI K
chepe, COCPEAOTOUUTHCSA HA 3MOLMAX, U 0aX — Marusg TyT
Ke O’KHWBaAa MOA ero MaAbllaM¥, TO celyac 3TO OBIAO cKOopee
IIOXO>Ke Ha IOIBITKY COOpaTh 3aHOBO PACCTPOEHHBIN MY3HI-
KaABHBIM MHCTpyMeHT. VlHOoraa Anrekc AOOMBAACA KaKUX-TO
3BYKOB, HO Te OBIAW CAWUIIKOM TAYXHMH, YTOOBI CTaTh YeM-TO
OoabmiuM. Ero marus, onpeapereHHO, cTara crabee. Buino 66l
TAYIIO 3TO OTPHUIIATh, IO3TOMY OH Aa’Ke He cTrapaacs. Ho Kos-
HOPY 3HATh 3TO OBIAO COBCEM He 00S13aTEABHO.

— Tel npeyBeAnumnBaellb, BASKTOPH. — AAEKC pacTIHYA
Ir'yOBI B U3A€BATEABCKOM YXMBIAKE, N30 BCEX CUA IIBITAdICh He
ABUTATHCS CAMIIKOM Pe3KO. HepTOBO KPECAO C CUAOM AABUAO
Ha Hero C ABYX CTOPOH, AMIIHUY Pa3 HalloOMUHASA O Oe3yMHON
noTpeOHOCTH, UTO OMAACh B ropae, U AAEKC TYT JKe Ioobe-
man cebe, 9TO COXKIKET BCIO MebeAb B IrpebaHoN KBapTHUpe,
KaK TOABKO KOHHOp HakKoOHeI] CBAAUT. TOABKO CHa4YaAa eMy
HY>KHO AQTh AAEKCY TO, 4YTO OH IpuHec ¢ cobon. Cenuac. Kak
MO>KHO cKopee. Ha Kakoi-To MUr AAeKCy IIOKa3aA0Chk, UTO OH
YCABIIIAA 3@ CHIMHOM YeM-TO WMIeNOoT. YTO-TO NOYTH HEYAOBHU-
MOe, OCTalollleecss CTPAaHHBIMU ITOMeXaMM Ha MOAKOPKe pa-
3yMa. Kak muneHnune u3 KOAOHOK HEHMCIIPABHOTO TeA€BU30Pa,
Ha KOTOpOe IlepecTaelllb oOpaljaTh BHUMaHUE y)Ke uepe3
HECKOABKO MHUHYT. AAEKC KPEeIIKO C>KaA IaAbIlaMU AepPeBsH-
HBIe IIOAOKOTHUKU KPECAd, YYBCTBYS, KaK B KOXY TYT Ke
BOIIIAQ TTapa 3aH03. DTO Ha MTHOBEHME OTPE3BUAO U ITOMOTAO
COCPEeAOTOUYUTHCS Ha TeKyleM MoMeHTe. lllenor cTaa Tuie.
Craa IouTH Hepa3AuuMM. BOT Tak Ayulle.
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— IlpocTo... — KOHHOp TPAXHYA TOAOBOM, U €ro akKy-
PaTHO YAOJKEHHBIE CBETAO-PYChle KYAPH CAeTKa ACPHYAUCH B
TaKT 3TOMY ABMIKEHMI0. — HaM HYy>KHO YTO-TO AEAATh C OTUM.

— C «atumM»? — AAEKC XPUNAO pacCMesAcsi. — 3HAuuT,
BOT TaK Thl OTHOCHUIILCS K AYUIIIEMY APYTY ¢

EMy OBIAO O€3YMHO CAOJKHO AeP’KaTh ce0s B PyKax U IIpo-
AOAJKATh IIPOCTO BeCTU ¢ KOHHOPOM Iop00me Ananora. AAeKC
CAMIIIKOM 4E€TKO BHAEA, KaK C KaKAOU CEKyHAOU PEAABHOCTH
IepeA HUM BCe CUABHEe IIIAa MeAKOU psA0bio. HyBCTBOBAA, Kak
cepAlie 3a pebpaMu CTpeMUTEABHO Habuparo 0O0POThHI, HAUU-
Had CTy4yaThb Bce OvIcTpee u OpIcTpee. OHO APOCTHO OMAOCH
IPSIMUKOM O I'PYAHYIO KAETKY, U 3Ta IIyALCAIlUs BCe OOABIIIe
HalmoMUHaAa AAEKCY, PaAU UYero OH TepIleA BCe IIPOMCXOAI-
miee. Papu uyero BooOi1iie ObIA 3peCh. OH MEAAEHHO BBIAOXHYA,
HIPUKPHIBad raasa. [103BoAUA cebe BCIIOMHUTE, KaK IO KOXKe
CAOBHO pacTeKaAaCh ropsiyasi CMOAA KasKABIM pa3, Koraa AAeKC
COCpPeAOTauYMBaACA Ha youBaroleil maruu. Kak ObICTPO OH 3TO
Aeran. Kak ToppAeArBoO ero oTel ToBOpHuA 06 3ToM KapaTeasaM,
KOTAQ yOe’)KAaA TeX, YTO ero ChIH Ayumui. UYTo AreKc Ipu-
POXAEHHBIN yOUNIIa.

YTto 0oH A0OLETCS HeOLIBAABIX BLICOT.

— I'lomoru MHe.

AneKc epBa 3aMEeTHO AEPHYACS OT HEOKUAAHHOCTHU U C TPY-
AOM IIOAQBUA JKeAQHHE OTASIAETHCS IO cTopoHaM. OCHOBATEAH,
9TO HEBO3MOJKHO, HO OH OBIA TOTOB IIOKASICTBHCS, UTO CABIIIAA,
KaK 3allyAbCHpPOBaAa cepa ¢ Maruel MepTBOI'O B KapMaHe
Konnopa, epBa 3a cimHOM AAeKca CHOBA pPa3pancs dTOT THU-
xui menotT. Kak oHa 3Bana ero. Aaekca. [Toutu yMoAaAa Kak
MOYKHO CKOpee C’KaThb ee B MaabllaX. Paccka3biBara CKa3Ku O
TOM, UYTO CKOPO AAEKC IlepecTaHeT UX CABIIIaTh. [lepecTtaner
OILIIyIIaTh UX IIPUCYTCTBUE PSIAOM C cobon. Ix — Bcex Tex,
KOT'O OH yOHuA.

AAneKc ITyMHO BTSIHYA HOCOM BO3AYX, C’KUMasi TOAAOKOT-
HUKH A0 IOOeAeBIIMX KOCTslleK. Kycku HeoOpaboTaHHOTrO
A€peBa BIUAUCH B KOXY ellle TAyO>Ke, U 3Ta OOAb ITI0KA3aAach
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AneKkCy IIOYTH YTO HacAakpeHHeM. HakazaHueM, B KOTOPOM
OH CAMIIIKOM 4aCTO HY’>KAaAcg. Ho Bce 3TO MOTAO IOAOKAQTS.
Bce, kpome ceprl. Konnop npunec ee. He Mor He mpuHECTH.
U Anekc cuuTan CEKYHABL AO MOMEHTa, KOTAQ HaKOHeI] CMO-
>KeT KOCHYTBCSI ee TA@AKOTO cTeKaa. Kak oTkpoet ee. Kaxk uy-
>Kasl, yoKe A@BHO MepTBasi Marusi HallOAHUT eTO BeHHI.

Kak oHa nipuHeceT CTOAb AOATOXKAQHHBIN ITOKOM. Kak mpo-
KaTUTCS II0 TEAY U COTPET PEAAbHOCTD, OCTaBASIA IIOCAe ce0s
AWIITH TUIITWHY.

Takoe HeoOXoOAMMOeE ceryac MOAYaHMe.

— Ilpekpartu 3TOT UUPK, — IIPOLIEAUA CKBO3b 3yObl KoB-
HOp. — MHaue...

— UT0? — AAEKC CKAOHHMA TOAOBY HAOOK H YXMBIAB-
HyAacsd. — Ilo3oBembs Kpuca? 3Haems, 1 yBepeH, 4TO eMy
OyAeT IIOAE3HO Y3HATh, UTO OAMH U3 €r0 AYUIINX APY3eU Me-
TOAMYHO yOUBaeT APYTOTO ero Ayuuiero Apyra. — OH yABIO-
HyACs, oOHa>kas 3yObl. — Beab Oe3 TeOs g ObI HU 3@ 4TO He
AOCTaA HU OAHOU cdepsl, Apykulile. [ToMHUIIE?

AneKC BUAEA, KaK U3MEeHHUAOCH AUIlo KOHHOpa OT OAHOTO
AuIb ynomuHaHusa Kpuca. Aa, 3TO OBIAO AOBOABHO I'PSI3HOU
UTPOM — TOBOPUTH 00 UX OOIIEeM APYTe, 9YTO OHUACS 3a )KU3Hb
AAeKca ¥ TBITaACS BHITAIIUTD €T0 U3 PEAaABHOCTH, TAE IPaBHUAA
0anoM Marus MepTBEIOB, HO ObIOIeecs B MPUIIaAKe CO3HaHUE
TpeboBaAO XOTh Uero-To, YTO MOTAO OBl OTBAE€YL €r0 OT BCe
OAVDKe TIOACTYTIAIOIIEeN TEMHOTHL. AAEKC YK€ CABIIIAA UX Iiie-
IIOT, KOTOPBIN CTAHOBUACS BCe rpoMUe. Y>Ke IIOUYTU YyBCTBO-
BaA Ha KOXKe UX AepAdHOe AblxaHue. BUAeA UX KpOBb, KOTAQ
3aKphIBaA rAasa.

Y Hero ocTtaBarOCh BCe MEHLIIIe BpeMeHH.

Tuxk. Tak. Tuk. Tak.

— OTO B IIOCAEAHUM pa3, — IIPOLIEAWA CKBO3b 3yOBI 3Ha-
YUTEeABHO TOOAepAHeBIINY KOHHOD U MOAHSIACS U3 Kpecaa. —
Boasbie s He OyAy 3TOrO AEAQTh.

— /AJKelllb, — XPUMOAO MPoOopMOTar AAeKC, TIOUTH TTOAA-
BUBIIUCH BO3AYXOM, KOTAQ YBUAEA, Kak KoHHOpP AocTaa u3
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BHYTPEHHEero KapMaHa NuAKaka 0apXaTHBIM MeIodek. [1yab-
calmsd B yIIaX YCUAUAACh. AAEKC YCABIIIAA ITyM COOCTBEHHOU
KPOBU W MOYYBCTBOBAA, KaK 3aApO’Karu AapoHU. JKenaHue
KaK MOJKHO CKOpee KOCHYThCS cpepbl OYKBAABHO BEIBOPAYM-
BaAO HaM3HAHKY U BBI3LIBAAO IIPUCTYII TOITHOTHI, HO AAEKC
130 BCEX CHUA CTapaACs Aep>KaTbCs, OTYasTHHO CTAQTHIBAS €A-
KYIO KeAUb, YTO y>Ke IIOAHSIAACEH K TOPAY. Bce OBIAO He BasKHO.
Bce a10. Bepb ckOpo 3TO m3MeHUTCA. Hy>KHO TOABKO IIOAO-
JKAQTh ellle COBCEM HEMHOTO.

HecKOABKO CceKyHpA, KOTOpble celuac Ka3aAuchb AAeKCy
[IOYUTH IIEABIMU JKU3HIMU.

— S cam pacckaxy Bce Kpucy, ecam THI ellle XOTb pas
obOparulbCcsa KO MHe. — KOHHOpD WIIBBIDHYA B €TO CTOPOHY
MelIoueK. AAeKC CyMeA IOMMaTh €ro B ITIOCAEAHUM MOMEHT,
OyKBAaAbHO B HECKOABKMX CaHTHMeTpax oT noaa. C ero ry0o
COpBaACS OOAETYeHHBIN BHIAOX, U OH ITPUHSIACS OBICTPO pas-
BOpauMBaTh DapXaTHYIO TKaHb APOJKAIIUMU B IPEABKYIIIEHUN
pykamu. Ceruac. Ceityac oHu 3amondat. Celfuac OHU BCE UC-
Ye3HYT.

— Kpuc yober Te0s1, — eABa CABIIIHO IIPOIIEITAaA OH, CTAQ-
TBEIBAs BA3KYIO CAIOHY. [1aABIIEI TOYTH HE CAYIIAAUCH, B AAEKC,
BBIPYTaBIINUCH, C CUAOM ITOTSIHYA 3a IEAKOBLIE TeCEMKH, IhITa-
sICh UX Pa3opBaTh, YTOObI KaK MOXKHO CKOpee A0OpPaThCS A0

COoAEepXXKUMOTro. — OH HU 3a 4TO He IIPOCTUT Tebe, UTO 3TO
WMMEHHO TEI ITIOCTAaBASIA MHE Cq)epBI MepTBEIOB.
— 3Halo, — HIeIIOTOM OTBETUA KOHHOp, 1 ero AMmo 3a-

CTBIAO B @0OCOAIOTHO IIyCTOM, HEIIPOHUIIaeMOM BEIPA’KEHUU. —
A roTOB K 3TOMY.

HagepHoe, Arekcy cTOMAO OBl OOpPATUTH BHUMaHKE Ha TO,
KaK CMOTpeA Ha Hero AydlIni Apyr. Kak ero B3rasip cTaHo-
BUACS Bce OoAee CTEKASTHHBIM. Kak OH TOHYA B COJKaAeHUU U
BBIeAQIOI[eM BHYTPEHHOCTH YYBCTBE BUHEBL. BO3MOJKHO, Tpexk-
HuM Aaekc HokcBean o6s13aTeAbHO OBI CA@AAA DTO, HO ero
HBIHEITHSS BepCHUS IAeBaAa Ha BCe, YTO OTAEASAO ero OT oue-
peaHoM cdephl ¢ Marue MmepTBoro. Bce ero BHUMaHUe celi-
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Yac OBIAO IIEAUKOM U ITIOAHOCTBIO COCPEAOTOUEHO Ha CAABAEH-
HOU IIyABCAIlUU YY>KON CHUABI, KOTOPYIO AAEKC TaK OTYagHHO
>KeAran. YAUBUTEABLHO, chepy Mara, Aake yMepInero, HeAb3s
OBINO Pa30UTh, ¥ Marus BHYTPU Hee KUAd BedHOo. Ee MOXXHO
OBINO AMIIB IPABUABLHO U3BATH C MIOMOIILIO CBOEHM dHEepruy,
U 5TO OBIAO AQKOMBIM KYCOUKOM AASL BCEX, KTO YMEA elo IIpa-
BUABHO IIOAB30BaThC. Bepb cpepa ObIAa IPUBA3aHa K CBOEMY
BAQAEABITY, IIOKa TOT OBIA XKUB. EX0 HEBO3MO>XHO OBIAO BOC-
IIOAB30BATHCS IIPOCTO IO JKeAaHUIo. HeAb3d OBIAO 3aMEeHUTH
CBOIO Ccpepy Ha uyXyro. Ho Arekca He mHTepecoBaAa TeM-
Has CTOpoHa obrapaHus Takou Maruu. OH He >KeAaan Hu3Me-
HSTH BHEITHOCTh, PACTUTH COOCTBEHHYIO CUAY UAU TOAYMHSATD
KOTO-TO cBoeM Boae. Het. EAMHCTBEeHHOE, 4ero OH XOTeA OT
Marmuu yMeplIero, 3To ee CIIOCOOHOCTh ITOTpy>KaTb B 0OAAKO
cBOoeoOpa3Hou TUIIHUHBEL. CTHUPaTh PEaAbHOCTD Tak, YTOORI Ta
rcye3ana U3 MOAS 3PeHUsS KaK MOJKHO AOAbIe. MiMeHHO 3Ta
NOTPeOHOCTh B KOHEUHOM UTOTe IpeBpaTHAA ero B BEYHO
HY>KAalollleecs >KMBOTHOE, KOTOpoe yykKe He IMOHUMAAO, TAe
BOKPYT HeTo OBIAO XOTh UTO-TO HacTosilee. Bce cMelllaroch B
KpUKax arOHUU TeX, KOTO OH YOUA, U B IIIEIIOTe Yy>KOM Maruy,
YTO PA3HOCUAAQ IO BeHaM TUIIHHY.

C TpyAOM COXpaHgad OCTaTKU CAMOKOHTPOAS, AAEKC HaKO-
Hel KOCHYACS KOHUMKOM IIaAblla cpeprl, BHYTPU KOTOPOM! TYT
>Ke BCIBIXHYAA Ha CBETY 3HAUUTEABHO IIOTYCKHEBIIas Marus
YepHO-3eAeHOTO I[BeTa, U PBAHO BHIAOXHYA.

— INomoru mHe!

AneKC AepPHYACS OT HEOKUAQHHOCTH U OBICTPO OTASIAEACS
o cropoHaM. HeT. OTo nAaato3usi. DTOTo He MOTAO IIPOUCXO-
AUTBL Ha caMoM AeAe. VX 3pech HeT.

HeT. HeT. Her.
— Tbl B mOpsiAKe? — AOHEeCCsI A0 Hero, CAOBHO CKBO3b
TOAIIY BOABIL, €ABA CABIIIHBEINA roroc KomHopa. — 31, Hokc-

BEAA, THI ellle 3AeCh?
HenponsBoABHO cIenUB 3yObl IPH YIIOMUHAHUU CBOEN (ha-
MUANH, AAeKC TIOCMOTpeA Ha KOHHOpPa 1 3aKMBajA, CyAOPOKHO



n%f@m MO TIPEIATES 1B m@j\éy

NBITAICh IIepeBeCTU COMBIIeecs OT NPUCTyIla HIaHUKHU AbIXa-
Hre. OH YYBCTBOBAA, KaK CTPaxX MEAAEHHO TIOA3 II0 er0 TEAY,
MIPOHMKAas B KaKAOe HEPBHOE OKOHUYaHMe, ¥, OPOCUB OBICTPHIT
B3rASIA Ha cpepy, C OTPOMHEIM TPYAOM 3acTaBUA cebsl yOpaTh
ee oOpaTHO B OapxaTHBIN Meniodyek. CHavara HY’KHO BBIIIPO-
BOAUTD T'OCTS.

— Thl noOAepHEeA, — CAOBHO YCABIIIAB MBICAM AAEKCa,
TYT >Ke 0TO3BaAcs KoHHOp. — ThL... — OH Ha MUT 3aMOAYAA,
OyATO Ka>Xp0€e CAOBO AABAAOCh €MY C IIOUTU HEeMBICAUMBIMU
PU3NIECKUMHU YCUAUSIMU. — TBI YTO-TO CABIIINIIE?

— Tebe nopa, — rpy00 OTBETUA AAEKC M LIYMHO CTAOT-
HYA, YTOOBI XOTh KaK-TO YBAQKHUTL IIepecoxIiiee A0 IpepeAd
ropao. CAtoHa ITPOIIIAACH IO CAU3UCTHIM, TIOAOOHO OCTPO Ha-
TOYEHHBIM KUHKaAaM, U AAEKC CAerKa CMOPIITUACS OT Doaes-
HEHHBIX OUIYIIeHUH.

— W 370 Bce? — KOHHOP XMBIKHYA. — Aa’kKe cIlacubo He
CKaskellb ¢

— Cnacubo. A Teneps Tebe mopa.

YToOBI OTBAEUBLCS OT HaOUpPaIOIero o60poThl OUEPEAHOTO
NIPUCTYyIla TaHUKW, AAEKC OKMHYA OBICTPBIM B3TASIAOM CBOIO
HeOOABIIYIO KBAPTUPY, KOTOPYIO OH CHSIA HECKOABKO MeCsIleB
Hazap. OTo OBIAO caMOe YAQUHOE U caMoe He IIpUBAEKarollee
BHUMaHME MEeCTO, UTOOBI CIIPATAThCS OT IMTOCTOPOHHUX TAa3.
YToOBI He BCTPEeYaThCd B3TAIAAMU C TEMHU, IIPOTUB KOTO AAEKC
BOeBaA. AIOOOIBITHRIX OBIAO CAUIITKOM MHOTO, KakK U TeX, KTO
HUCKpeHHe >XeAanr Arekcy cMepTH. He To 4TOOBI 3TO OBIAO
He3acAy>keHHO. Emte Obl, celiuac AroOo# m3 OblBIINX Kapa-
TeAel OBIA AAKOMBIM KyCOUYKOM AASL ITOSIBUBIINXCS HA YAMIIAX
CaMOTIPOBO3TAQIIEHHBIX MCTUTEAelN, HO AAeKC OBIA Ha Bep-
XYIIIKe 9TOTO XUT-IIapaAd, BeAb 3TO B €r0 AOMe OBLIAO YOesKullle
KapaTeaerti.

— TIpoinait, — eABa CABIIIHO ITpon3Hec KOHHOP, TToTpas-
ASiS IBHO CIIMTHIN Ha 3aKa3 IMUAKAK CBETAO-CEPOTO IIBeTa. —
Hapaeroch, 4To Korpa-HUOYAb CMOTY ellle YBUAETEH TeOs.
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— Kaxk moxenator OcHOBATeAM, — OTO3BaACS AAEKC, OTBO-
paunBasicb. — He ckyual, ppy>Kuiie.

OH 3aKphIA TAA3a, C CUAOU CIKUMAas YeAIOCTh, U POBHO 4e-
pe3 HECKOABKO CEKYHA A0 AneKCa AOHECCSI CAABAEHHBIN CTYK
3aKpPBIBAIOIENCSI ABEPH, OMTOBEIIAIOIIUN O TOM, YTo KOHHOP
IIOKMHYA €ero >KUAMIIe. AAeKC TYT Ke OUIyTHA HU C 4eM He
cpaBHUMOe obOAerdeHre. OCHOBATEAU, OH TaK CUABHO JKEAaA
HaKOHEIl OCTaThCSI B OAMHOYECTBE U CAEAATh TO, Yero Tak Ha-
CTOMUYMBO TpeOoBaAa caMa ero CyIJHOCTh, YTO 3TO IIpaKTH4de-
CKH 3aTMEBAaAO OCTaTKU 3APaBOTO CMBLICAA. YAUBUTEALHO, UYTO
OH CMOT IIPOAEPIKATHCS TaK AOATO C Uy’KOM chepol B PyKax.
YuuThiBas, Kak AQBHO B ITIOCAEAHUM pa3 AAeKC TO3BOASIA cebe
IMOAOOHYIO POCKOIIBL, OBIAO OBI HEBEPOSATHO, €CAMU. ..

— MamMouKa, ThI TAe?

ITo Koke AreKca HEPOBHBIMU BOAHAMHU ITOOE’KaA XOAOA,
KOTOPBIM AHIIL YCUAHMACS, KOTAQ OTKyAA-TO IIO3aAM pas-
DAACS TPOMKUM AeTCKHU NAau. Pe3ko o0epHyBIIUCH, AAEKC
CYAOPO>KHO OCMOTPEACS II0 CTOPOHAM, YyBCTBYS, KaK CepAlle
OyYKBaAbHO Bpe3aAoch B pelOpa, pa3Hocs IO BeHaM IIaHUKY.
l'ocTrHas, Ha IIEepBHIN B3TASIA, Ka3aAach BCe TOM Ke. Telable
Oe>xeBble 000U Ha CTeHaX, MATKUM KOBep, KOKAHBIM AUBaH
MOAOYHOTO OTTeHKa. Ho BHe3amHo mpsiMO M3 IIOAa BAPYT
MaTepPHUaAN30BaACST MAACHBKUU MaAbBUUK AeT BOCbMU. Ero Am-
YUKO OBIAO TIeperaykaHO KPOBBLIO M TPSA3bI0, @ M3Ma3aHHbBIE
OarpsHBIMM IIITHAMU MaABYMKY COKUMaAM cdepy Ha lilee, Ha-
IIOAHEHHYIO 30A0TOM Maruen. Xpanureab. OH OBIA OAHUM U3
HUX. AAEKC, CAOBHO 3aBOPOJKEHHBIM, CMOTPEA Ha MaAbIIIa B
CBOEY F'OCTMHOM U He MOT IOIIEeBEAUTHC. TeAo OYATO mapaiu-
30BaAO. SI3BIK IPUAUI K CyXOMY HeOy, @ TOPAO CXKAAOCh, OYATO
HalloOAHEeHHOe KaMHSIMU.

— Mawma! — 3annakan MaAbuUK, TPSACA [ENIOYKY CO chepoH
Ha 1iee. — MawMma, TAe TBI?

AAeKC MEeANEHHO CAEAAA IIIar BIIepea, IPUAOSKUB AAS 3TOTO
AEUCTBUS BCe YCUAUS, U NPOTIHYA PYKY. B BUCKax OUAOCH,
YTO OH AOAJKEH ITOMOYb. Pe6eHOK Kpudyaa CAMIIIKOM I'POMKO.
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KapaTean MOTAM yCABIIATh ero. OHU MOTAU IPUUTH B AIOOYIO
cekyHpy. Cerfuac.

— MamMma! — BOCKAUKHYA MaAbuuK. — Mamouka!

— Tume. — AAeKC IPUAOJKHUA TIaAel, K IePEeCOXIINM I'y-
0aM. — ThI AOASKEH...

OH oceKcsl, KOTA@ B3TASIA MaAbIIla BHE3AITHO OCTEKAEHEA.
IMaabumMKY, CTUCKUBAlONIUe cepy, pa3’karuch U Oe3BOABHO
yIaAud BHU3, & 3aTeM PeOeHOK 3aBAAMACS Ha CIUHY, CAErKa
IepeBepHYBIIUCH Ha OOK. AAEKC 3aApo’Kaa, CMOTPSI Ha Ma-
AEHBKOE TeAblle, ¥ 3aXpUIleA, YBUAEB TOHKYIO CTPYUKY KPOBY,
CTEeKAIONyIO 13 IPUOTKPLITOIO PTa MaAbuuKa, ¥ 6ypoe ISTHO
Ha TPYAH, UTO C Ka>XXKAOHM CEeKYHAOM pa3pacTaroCch BCe CUABHEE,
U CUABHEE, H...

— HeT, — c orpOMHBIM TPyAOM IPOOOPMOTaA AAeKC. SI3BIK
IIOYTH He IIEeBEAMACI BO PTY, U (POPMUPOBATHL XOTh KaKOe-TO
1nopobure CAOB OBIAO 6e3yMHO CAOKHO. — Her.

YraB Ha KOAEHH, OH IIOA3KOM Hadaa ABUTATLCS K AeJKallleMy
Ha IIOAY PebeHKY, MEAAEHHO TIEPECTaBAsIS PYKU 110 KOBPY, YTO
ceMuac 10 TAKTUABHBIM OIYIIIeHUSIM OOAbIIle HAaITOMUHAA pac-
CBIIIAaHHOE OHUTOEe CTEKAO. AAeKC IIPUOAU3UACT K MAaABUUKY U
y>Ke OBIAO NPOTAHYACHI K HEMY, KaK BAPYT TOT ucues. [TpocTo
PacTBOPUACS B BO3AYXe, CAOBHO €ro u He ObIro. ['yOBI Arekca
MeAKO 3apposkasu. OH, OYATO YMaAUWIIEHHBIN, IIPUHSIACS
BOAUTH AQAOHSIMU IIO KOBPY, llapalas BOPC HOITAMU. AAEKC
CAOBHO TIBITAACSI pa30PBaTh MMAOTHBIM MaTepuan, HapesICh, UYTO
MAaABUYMK T'AE-TO TaM, IOA HUM, HO Bce OBIAO THleTHO. Oco3Ha-
HHe, YTO BCe 3TO OBIAO AUIIL OUEPEAHOMN UAAIO3MEHN, OOpYILN-
AOCH Ha HEro yAapHOUW BOAHOM, OCTaBASd IIyM B yIax, YTO
CMEeITUBAACS C AETCKUM KPUKOM, KOTOPHIN, AAeKC OBIA TOTOB
MMORASICTECST OCHOBATEASIMH, OH aOCOAIOTHO TOYHO CABITITAA.

3TO OBIA TOT CAMBIM HEBO3BPATHBIY YPOBEHb BOCIIOMUHA-
HUM. 3HQUYUT, CKOPO HIPHUAYT caepyromue. OHU Bcerpa Ipu-
XOAUAMN.

— HeT, — cyaopo>xHO 3a00pMOTan AAeKC, CAAACh Ha IIOAY
Tak, YTOOBI yIlepeThCd CIIMHOM B AMBAaH U Ha4YaA XAOIIATh cels
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10 KapMaHaM B MIOHMCKaxX MeINIOoYKa, UYTo Ilepepar eMy Kos-
HOp. — YXOAHUTeE.

AapOHU TPSICAUCE, TIOKA OH ITPUKAAABIBAA IAABIIEL K cepe,
gTOOBI BBI3BATh Maruio, — CHA UATHU K OPOIIEHHOMY B IIOPEIBE
MIAHUKU HEMOAAAEKY IHAXKAKY OOAblIe He OLIAO, U AAEKC C
TPYAOM 3aCTaBUA Marnueckoe SIAPO BHYTPU Ce0sI BCIIBIXHYTh.
OH MOMEHTAABHO COCPEAOTOUYMACS, BBEI3BIBAS SHEPTUIO IIPU-
TSOKEHMs, OTAQA€HHO OCO3HAaB, YTO He IIOMHUT, KOTAQ AeAaA
nopo0Hoe. Cuaa cdepbl HAKOHeI] IPOOYAUAACh, TPOKATUB-
IIUCH, KA3aA0Ch OB, AABHO 3a0BITHIM TEIIAOM Maruu o BeHaM,
U MeIloYeK, TaK CUABHO HEeOOXOAUMEBIM AAEKCY, MEAAEHHO
TIOAHSIACSI B BO3AYX, BBIAETEB M3 KapMaHa IHAKaka. Meako
APOJKa OT y’kaca U HeTepleHUs, AAeKC ITYMHO CTAOTHYA
CAIOHY, UTO TYT K€ IIPOIIAACh II0 TOPAY HATOYEHHBIM Ae3-
BUEM, U KPEIIKO 3aKMYPHUACS, KOTAQ TOCTUHAsA BHOBb HAIIOA-
HUAACh UAAIO30PHLIMHA KPpUKaMu. TOABKO Ha 3TO pa3 UX OBIAO
HaMHOTO OOABIIIE.

— IpepaTenn!

— CwMmepTh Kapateasm!

— Bcetli Balell cemelike MeCcTo B XoanroycTe!

AAeKC 3aKpBIA TAA3a AAAOHSIMU AN BepHOCTH. Kpuku
MIPOHUKAAN MPSIMUKOM TIOA UYepPeIlHyI0 KOpPOOKY, BHI3EIBAs B
BOOOpa’keHUM HeIllpollleHble 00pa3bl XOAAOYCTa — CO3AQH-
HOM camoi CMepThIo Marn4eCcKou TIOPbMbI, KOTOPAast HaXOAN-
AQCh IPSIMO TIOA 3eMAeM U TAHYAACh 110 BCeMY MUPY, Ha TAY-
OWHe HEeCKOABKO COTEH MEeTpPOB. B Hell OTCyTCTBOBAaAM OKHA,
U 3aKAIOUEHHBIE ACCATUAETUSIMU He BUAEAU AHEBHOIO CBeTa.
W B mocaepCTBUU UX OIIyIlleHUe BpeMeHM Halpouyb CTUpa-
AOCBH — OHU TOIIPOCTY He 3HaAU, AeHb UAU HOYL celdac Ipo-
SKUBaAU. DTO CBOAMAO C yMa Ad’Ke CaMbIX CTOMKHNX. VIMeHHO
TaM Aepskaau Kapareaeri. iMeHHO TaM OBIA oTell AAreKca
Arorep HokcBeAn — AeKaph, AABIIMM IpUIOT KapaTeasam B
cBoeM pAome. CoraacuBmimiicss paborath Ha HUX. OTAABIINHI
UM CBOEro ChIHA U IIO3BOAUBIIUM eMy CTaTh youien. CraTtb
MPeCTyIITHUKOM.
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CraTh MOHCTPOM. 3aCTaBUB ce0s PaclaxHyTh BeKU, AAeKC
HNPOTSHYA APOJKAIIYIO PYKY K 3aBUCIIEMY B BO3AYX€E MEIIOUKY
U OBICTPBHIM ABUJKEHWEM Pa30opBaA TOHKYIO TKaHb, OTOPACHI-
Bas Ty cebe 3a cimHy. CIIyCTs MTHOBEHUE Ha €Tr0 AQAOHSX YiKe
Ae’Kana UyThb IOTEMHEBIast OT AOATOTO AeXKaHUs 6e3 pena
cepa, 1 ANEKC KPEIIKO C>KaA YeAIOCThb B IpeABKylieHuu. OH
OCTOPO’KHO IIepeKaTHA IIapHUK IO MaAbllaM, HabAoAasd, Kak
IOYTU YepHas Marusg BHYTPU HEro MeAAEeHHO IIONOA3AA 110
cteHkaM BHU3. OCHOBATEAU, KakeTcsl, ee OLIBIIUM BAAAECAEI]
OBIA AEUCTBUTEABLHO A€PBMOBEIM UeAOBEKOM. TOABKO ¥ OTB-
SIBA€HHBIX Mep3aBIieB Marus B cpepe ObIAa TAKOTO HACHIIeH-
HOTO YepHOTO I[BeTa. AAEKC IIPOBEA SI3BIKOM II0 CYyXUM I'yOaM.
Kakag paszumuna? Emy Bceraa OBIAO IIA€BATh, KOMY pPaHbIIIe
NIpUHapAeXaAu cephl, KOTOpble IpUTacKuBaA eMy KoOHHOD
u3 xpanuania Cmeprtu. [IreBaTh, 4TO UX AOCTATh MOJKHO
OBINO TOABKO TaM. [IaeBaTh, YTO 3TO OBLIAU Ccdephbl HBIHE
MepTBBIX MaroB. He Ba>kHO, KTO UMEHHO OBIA UX BAGAEABIIEM
panbIie. He Ba)KHO, Ha KaKOM CTOpOHE B BOMHE OH CpaskKancs.
Bce 3T0 OBIAO aDCOAIOTHO He BaXKHO. Bce, 4TO celfuac BAQAEAO
MBICASIMU AAEKCa, 3aKAI0YAAOCh BHYTPU cephl B €r0 PyKax.
A TouHee — Marus BHyTpH Hee. Marus MepTBoro. TOABKO OHa
ObIAa cItocoOHA M30aBUTL €ro OT TaAAoIMHAINM. OT HaBsI3-
YUBBIX MBICAeH. OT 60AU.

TOABKO OHAa MOTAA@ IIOMOYb €My Ha BpeMsl UCYe3HYTb U3
atoro Mupa. PactBoputbcs. CTaTh HUKEM.

AAeKC OCTOPOJKHO OAHEC chepy K 'PYAU, C CUAOU BAABAM-
BasA Ty B peOpa. Uy>Kas Marusi, BUAUMO IIOUyBCTBOBAB OMeHUE
€ro CepAlla, TYT )Ke O’KUBUAAChH U IIAABHO BIIUTAAACh B KOXKY
Anekca, 3acTaBUB ero 0OAerYeHHO BHIAOXHYTh. HakoHell-To.
Teno TYT 5Ke Ha4ar0o pacCAaOAITHCS, KaK [TOA AeMCTBUEM CUAB-
HOTO YCIIOKOUTEABHOT0. B KpoBH, ABU)KeHME KOTOPOM AAEKC
du3mUecKy OIIyIIaA IToA KOJKeH, 3acTydan appeHaAuH, pas-
HOCS MBICAM M BOCIIOMHUHAaHUSA. BEIMBIBag MX U3 €ro pasyMa.
Uyskasd MepTBad Marusg Hadanra AEUCTBUE B €TO TeAe, U AAeKC
OAHUM OBICTPHIM ABUJKEHHEM OTOPOCHUA yrKe IIYCTYIO cdepy,




