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B pecnekrabesbHOM NaHCHMOHATE NIPONIAfAeT J0Yb IIOCTOS-
smubl IIponiagaer — u cHOBa Bo3Bpaljaercs. VI HUKTO He MOYKET
cKasaTh, IAe Oblla AEBYIIKa M 4YTO ¢ Hell cayumyock. Kpome
OJIHOTO UeJIOBEeKa, KOTOPBIl y»Ke TOTOBUT HOBOE IIPECTYILJIEHNeE.
CocToATe NbHBI CTAPHUK CBITPAJI CO CBOEI CEeMbell 3JIyI0 LIYTKY.
Ko — epTBa, a KT0 — uynoeuie? OTBETUTHL Ha 3TOT BOIIPOC
He Tak IIPOCTO, Beb KaKIblil IMIKad XPAHUT CBOM CKeJIETHI 3a
IIJIOTHO 3aKPBLITBIMM ABEPAMM, M HVM OAVMH M3 YJEHOB COCTO-
TeJIbHOV CeMb) He TOPUT KeJaHMeM OTKPbIBaTh MX. ChIMIMK
Cepreii BaOkuH, BEI3BaHHBI B IIAHCMOHAT JJIA PaccyefoBaHMUA
CTPAHHOTO ZeJa, IOHEMHOTY pa3MaThIBaeT 3aIlyTaHHBII KIyOOK
MHTPUT U cTpacTeil. Hurouka HNpUBOAUT €ro K IIPECTYIIEHUIO
IBaanaTuiaeTHel qaBHOCTH. CMOMKET JI OH OCTAHOBUTH TOTOBA-
jeeca yOmMifcTBO, KOTZa paccjaefoBaHMe CTAHOBUTCH ONACHBIM
i Hero camoro? Bupryosmasa JETEKTUBHAS MHTPUTA,
JIIOBOBB 1 CAMOOTBEPKXEHHOCTS, IPYMEA n IIPE-
IATEJBCTBO, ncropmua 30JIyIIKM, OTKPHIBAIOIIAACA C HEO-
SKMJAHHOJ CTOPOHBI — BCe BTO B HOBOM poMaHe Ejener Muxan-
KOBOJ «3osymka un JIpakoH». KTo 13 HUX cKpbIBaeTcsa pangom?
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CrkeJsieTsl B IIKa(y XOPOIIN JIUIIb 10
TeX II0p, IOKa IIKa( He OTKPbLI.

«Om eoaoc manvuuxos nax-
Hem 80poodvAMU» — MmaK 2ogopam ece podumeau. OnHu
HUK020a He 000a8AA10M, YMO 0M 80A0C 0egouex naxHem
48emouHol nuvyol. IlTomomy umo amo cexpem. Hu-
Kmo He 0oadicer 3HaMb. [[gemounoti nwviabyol, Yeemou-
HOU NbIABYOU... [Toemopu amo muicauy pas, ¥modvl HaA
eybax y meds cmaao caadko, a 8 HOCY 3aU,eKOMano.

TeHu oT cBedell IJIACaMM Ha CTeHaX, Ha OeJjoM TeJe
IeByHKN. PoBHOro nblxaHmsa mouTy He ObLIO CJIBIIIHO 3a
MOHOTOHHBIM DOPMOTaHMEM YeJIOBEKa, 3aMepIIIero Bo3Jie
Hee.
Cmano caadko? Ckaxcu. Craxcu amo scayx. Cradxcu
amo zpomxo! A menepsb HAKAOHUCH K Hell, 600XHU APO-
mam ee Koxcu, ee goaoc. Toavko He mpozau! Mx meaa 06-
jeuarom — He ycneewb 02AAHYMBCA, KAK 8Ce 8OKPY?2
acnuvlrHem.

BepeBka ob0xBaTbiBaJja 3aIfACTbA, HE Bpe3aschb B KO-
sky. OTOJleck cBeuYM BCIIBIXMBAJI U 3aTyXaJ Ha OTOPOIIeH-
HOM B CTOPOHY HOKe, KaK CBEPKAIOIINIA IJ1a3, IOATJIAIbI-
BAIOIIVI ¢ cepebpuCTOll ITIOBEPXHOCTY 3a TEM, UTO IIPO-
JVICXOAUT B KPOXOTHOJ KOMHATKEe C I'py00 CKOJIOUEHHBIM
CTOJIOM TIOCEPEJVHE.

Hademws nepuamxu. Pazdsunyms et Ho2u, COeHYmMb 8
Kosnensax... Bom max. Tax xopowo. Ho He cmompemsb
myoda, He cmompems, He cmompems... Tam memnoe,
8AaJCHOe, COUHOe, ygema OY3UHHBLL 200, HO Heab3s,
Heav3da! Ewe pato.

BopMoTaHye CMEHMJIOCH 3aBbIBAHMEM, B3IJIAL UEJIO-
BeKa 00paTuiCA K IIOTOJIKY. B 3epkaJie, 3aKkpernseH-

HOM HaBepXy, BCE OTPAYKAJIOCh B ICTUHHOM BUJE: 3



OBLIAIOIINI OTHEHHBIN KPYT, JIeBYIIKa B LIEHTPE ero — I
durypa B IMHHOM Hakuake. JlanbHAA cBeya OIJIaBMUIIach
U ¢ LIMIIeHMeM IIOTyXJla, Kallji BOCKa CTEeKJM Ha JIMJIO-
Bble BETOUK! BepPeCKa, IepeBA3aHHble HUTKOIL.

3HAK, YMO NOPa HAYUHAMD.



I'nasa 1

_ MaTI/IJIb,Ha! Matuasga!

Cepreit 06epHyJICA U IIOCMOTpPEJ Ha AJIVMHHOHOTYIO
JIIeBYOHKY, KOTOpas HOCUJIACh BOKPYT KadeJiell, pa3Maxm-
BadA CAYKOM.

— MaTtunsna! — KpUKHYJIa KeHIIVHA eIlle TpoMUe, U
JleBOYKa HEeXOTs ocTaHOBMJIachk. — He yberait nasexo!

— Jlaguo, MmaMm! — moHecJoCh 0 HUX. — 1 Ty-y-yyT!

Cepreli B3OXHYJ PO ceds M OTINII M3 YallKY Tell-
JIBI Yail, MaxHylui muinkamn. [locaequnii pa3 oH e
IATb YacOB Ha3aj, 1 YyBCTBO TroJIofia MIPOCHYJIOCH ellle B
nopore. BabkuH nbiTasicd 0OMaHyTh €ro ABYMsA HalTKaMu
4yas, Ho (POKyC He IIPOIIIeN: B )KMBOTE HETOAYIOIIe 3a0yp-
4qaJio, 3a0yJIbKaJo, 1 OH 3aepsaJi, mokpacHeB. «Hano ObI-
JIO 3aXBaTUTb OyTepOPOIbI».

Ha 6uroniie nepen HUM Kyuel JieskaJjo 6yrpucroe oB-
CAHOe IeYeHbe, U OH B3AJ OJTHO, He3aMeTHO IIOCTyYaJ MM
0 Kpaii crosa. Paznasica cyxoit ctyk. HYepHUKOBa 00ep-
HyJlachk, ¥ BabKuH, ycThIAMBIINCE pedAdecTBa, TOTHAC
HaKPbLJI 3a4ePCTBEBIINI KPYTJIALI JIaJOHBIO.

— JlymaeTe, g MoJOyMHas, a? — BAPYT Pe3KO CIPO-
cuJa sKeHIIVHA, BCKMHYB Ha HEeTo UYepHble I1a3a. — Heps-
Hasd JaMOYKa, CBUXHYBIIAACA Ha II0YBE TUIIEPOIIEKN?

IMupoxonneuas, KopeHacTad, O4eHb OCHOBaTeJIbHA,
EBrenna YepHukoBa MeHbIlle Bcero HarmoMmnHajua Ceprero
Babkuny HepBHYIO namodkry. IIpu B3ryane Ha Hee B To-
JIOBY €My OTYero-To HaBf34YMBO JI€3JI0 CJIOBO «yBeCHC-
Tas». OHa ObLIa U3 TeX JII0JEN, YTO KPEIKO CTOAT Ha HO-
rax ¥ Ha KOTO 3eMHOe TATOTeHUe OeCTBYeT, KajKeTcHd,
CHnJibHEee, 4eM Ha MHOTUX JPYTUX: JajKe B IOHOCTU OHU He
criocoOHBI BUTATh B 00JIaKaX, ¥ B JIETCTBE UM He
CHATCHA CHBI, B KOTOPBIX OHM JIETAIOT. 5



— Her, "e cunrato, — orBetusa Cepreit, mo4Ty HE MO-
KPMBUB AYLION.

OH Bce elrle He ObLI yBEPEH, YTO UCTOPNUA, PACCKA3aH-
Had ero, npasauBa. Ho VlmrommH npocus ero BBIACHUTH
JleTajy, a 3TO 03HAYaJIo, YTO ero HAIlaPHUK II0BEPUJI
Yepuukosoit. Vlan nouTtu noBepu.

— Bor u npekpacHo. IToromy 4TO HaM ¢ BaMu ellle pa-

0oTaTp BMecTe! — 3adABJIeHNUE KEHIIVHBI IIPO3BYYaJO
KaTeropuyHo, KaK IOYTU BCE, YTO OHA TOBOPMJIA.
— Bo3MoKkHO, — MATKO corJacuicsa BaOKuH.

OHa OKMHYyJIa €r0O IbITJIMBLIM B3TJIAZOM, CJIOBHO pe-
11asi, MOYKHO JI €My JJOBEPUTHCS, U Ha JIUIIE ee IBCTBEH-
HO BBIpasmjiochb comHeHne. EBrennsa BuxTopoBHa He na-
BaJia cebe ocoboro Tpyza CKpbIBaTh uyBcTBa, 1 Cepreii
6e3 ycuumii yntas ee Mpicau. «IIpuciasay MHe 4epT 3Ha-
€T KOI'0 BMECTO TOro, II€pPBOro.. A 3TOT, IIOXOXKe, He
CJIMIIIKOM coobpasuresieH. YTo XOPOIIero oT Hero MOKHO
OKMIaTh? »

— A moueMmy Ball KoJIlera He IIpyexaj ¢ BaMu? —
ocBeoMmIIach UepHMKOBA, B TOYHOCTM IIOATBEPIKIAA
CBOMM BOIIPOCOM ITpeAIoJiosKenusa BabkuHa.

— EBrenns, mbl ¢ BaMu 910 y:ke obcysknasn. OH celi-
yac 3aHAT U IpUENEeT, KaK TOJIbKO ocBoboautca. Ho mo
9TOTO BpEMEHM MHe HY’KHO, YTOObI Bbl KaK MOJKHO IIO-
IpobHee pacckazasm o ToM, 4To mpousonuio. Co BceMu
JleTaJIAMM, KaKle TOJIbKO BcloMHuTe. Jlaske ecim oHM 1O-
KajsKyTCA BaM HeCYII[eCTBEHHBIMIL

Kenmmua Haxmypuaace. Eif He XoTes0ch HUYETO eMy
pacckasbIBaTh, HO BEIDOpa HE OCTAaBaJIOCh.

OHa cHOBa B3IVIAHYJIA Ha J04Yb, PACKAUMBABIIYIOCA Ha
KadeJsax. B jecy 3a Hell Ioka3aJjca MYKCKOM CUIIYDT, 3a-
MeJIbKaJI B OTAAJIEHNUM MEKY COCHAMM: KTO-TO ObICTPBI-
MM IIaTaMy IIeJl K COceIHeMYy NOMMUKY. UepHUKOBa IIpu-
IIoJHANAaCh, Oecco3HaTEeJbHO BIENMBIINCH [AJbIIAMM B
TIOJIIOKOTHMKMY, U Ha JIUIlE ee IPOMEeJIbKHYJI HEIIPUKPHI-
TBIA cTpaxX. HeJoBeK CKPBLICA 3a JJOMOM, M OHAa TOTYAC

00JIETYEHHO OIIyCTMJIACh B KPECJO, CJIO0MKMIA Py-
6 KU Ha TPy



«A Benp OHa, IIOXKAJIYi, HE BpeT... — rogymadst Cepreii,
03aZlaueHHO HaOIOZaBIIMII 3a MeTaMopd03aMu, MIPOUC-
XoauBHIMMU ¢ HepHUKOBOI. — Eil 11 BOIpAMb CTPAIIHO».

— Y MeHdA cblH 4yTh MJaafaiie MaTuibabl, — HEOMXKU-
JIaHHO Juia caMmoro ceba ckasas oH. — §I mpekpacHo I0-
HUMalo Baury TpeBory. Ecimu Obl OH mpomaJi, He MOTY
IPEeACTaBUTh, YTO CTAJO ObI C 3KEHOIA.

Ee maxmypeHHOE JIMIT0 pas3riaaguiIochb, HEMHOTO CMAT-
YNJIOCH.

— Ei1 y»xe ueThIpHaAATh, TIOHMMaeTe? — HETPOMKO
poroBopuma YepHMKOBA, He OTPhIBasA B3IJVIALA OT JEBOU-
K. — A oHa coBceM ele pebeHOK. JJypouka, eii-0ory!
Bupnure, 3a 6aboukamu rouserca’ — EBreHus HeBeceJo
paccmesnack. — A g Ha Hee CMOTPIO U [yMalo: Kak y Me-

HfA, DIAKOI... M BOT DJAKOiL. — OHa cleJajia Heollpene-
JIEHHBIN JKecT, 00pMCOBaB YTO-TO KBaAPATHOE B BO3LY-
Xe, — POAWMJICA TaKOii aHreJy?

Ceprell IOKOCWJICA Ha PACTPENAHHYIO CBETJIOBOJIOCYIO
JIeBUOHKY, YTO-TO PacCIIeBaBIIyI0 Ha Kauesax. JI B camom
neste, anres. HesxHoe, cosHewHOE, OyaTO OBI HEBECOMOE CO-
3JIaHME C 3aCTEHYMBOI YJILIOKOIL, HI €JVIHOM YepTOoii He Ha-
nommHaromee MaTb. CamMa HeBUMHHOCTb. Ho oH OblL1 He
CJIMIITKOM yBEPEH B TOM, 4YTO pa3dupaeTcsa B YeTbIPHAIA-
TUJIETHUX JEeBOYKaX, ¥, KpoMe Toro, eite HabokoB uTo-TO
TaM IMcaJl TaKoe... HeOQHO3HaYHoe. VI3 Jero cjeoBaJio, 4To
IOHBbIE JIEBYIIKY MOTYT ObITb COBCEM HE TEM, YeM KasKyT-
Cf, ¥ YMEIOT IIPUTBOPATHCA IIOJIYHYIlle MHBIX B3POCJIBIX.

Ecsm roBopuTh HaUMCTOTY, BCA DTa MCTOPUS, paccKa-
3aHHAs MaTePbIO M JOYePbI0, IIPECTABIANIACh OoJlee YeM
comHUTeNbHOI. TouHee, ee TpakToBKa. CaMa-ToO MCTOPUA,
Kak rnoHavausy cuntaJs Cepreii, Oblyia ACHOI: JOM OTIbIXA,
B KOTOPOM IOHad JIeByILIKa (PaKTUUECKM IIpeJ0CTaBJIeHa
camoii cebe, UCKYIIIEHNA B BUJE AVCKOTEK B OsvmxaiiiieM
roceJiKe, Io0er OT CTPOroyl aBTOPUTAPHON MaTepu M, Ha-
KOHell, JIOTMYHOe 1 Hen30ekHoe BO3BpallleHue 3a0Jry et
modepn. Ax ma, u, camo coboit, seregga! CounHeHHas Ha-
CIlexX JJIA TOro, 4TOObI IIpeodpas3oBaTh MaTEpPWUH-

CKMJ THEB B TAKOJ K€ CMJIbI MaTePMHCKNUI CTpax. 7



JIronbMy, KOTOphIe DOATCH, BCETa Jierde yIpaByaATh, YeM
TeMl, KTO rHeBaeTcsa. BoamoskHo, Matunbpna YepHuKkoBa B
CBOM YeTBIPHAIIATE JIET 3HaJIa 00 DTOM He Xy’Ke TPUAIa-
tuneBaTuiaetHero Cepresa Babkuna.

Jlornmunyo, camy coboit HAIIPaIIMBaIOIIyIOCA TEOPUIO
ee mobera OH IpuAyMaJ, KOrJa exXaJl B IIaHCMOHAT, U B
MBICJIAX €r0 CKBO3WUJIO paszpasKeHme Ha JIommHa, Io-
rHaBIIero ero 13 MoCKBBI K 4epTy Ha KYJIMYKM «JJIS BBI-
fAcHeHMA getateli». Ho, nmoHabmronas 3a YepHUKOBOI 1
IIOTOBOPUB ¢ Hell, BaOKMH moTepan yBepeHHOCThb B CBOEL
npaBore. VI yem Gouibllle ITOAPOOHOCTEl paccKasbIBaJja
eMy JKeHIIMHa, TeM MpaudHee craHoBuicsa Cepreii: mpo-
CTBIM IIODErOM yMepeHHO OYHTYIOIIIEero ogpoCTKa 31eCh,
HOXKaJIyi, U He IaxJo.

Bo-nepBrIx, eBouka IIponaJa yTPoM U BepHYJIACh I10-
3HO BEUYEPOM. ¥Y3Ke 3TO PYIINJIO ero TUIIOTe3y O TOM, UTO
MaTuibna OTHIIACEIBAJIA BCIO HOUb B IIOCEJIKOBOM KJybe.
OnVHHAAIIATOTO aBTyCTa OHA BBIILIA U3 MAaJIEHBKOTO KOT-
TeJpKa, KOTOPBI OHYM CHMMAaJIM B IaHcuoHaTe «PaccBer»,
¥ OTIIPaBMUJIACH HA 3aBTPAK B IJIABHBIN KOPITYC.

— 31ech O4YeHb MHOTO TPOIMHOK ¥ JOPOXKEK, & Jec
CBETJIbI, ¥ XOOUTb HE CTPAIIHO, — 00bAcHANA UepHu-
koBa. — I He 3aBTpakalo, a MaTuib/ia BEYHO XOUET eCTh,
II03TOMY XOAUT 0e3 MeHdA. fI JIeTKo OTIyCcKalo.. OTIIyCKa-
Jla ee, — IIOIIPaBUJIACh OHA, — IIOTOMY YTO 37ech 0e30-
rmacHo. MHe Tak Kas3aJiock.

Omna OeclieJIbHO IOIPaBUJIA KPBIIIKY Ha YallHUKE XO-
3AJICTBEHHBIM, COBCEM He BAMKYIIVIMCHA C Hell YKecToM, Iie-
PEenBUHYJIA TapeJIKy C YepPCTBBIM OBCAHBIM II€YEHBEM,
CMaxHyJa MypaBbsl, IEJIOBUTO II€EPECEKABIIETO CTOJL...

VI Bopyr y Hee BBIPBaJIOCH C IIPUTIIYIIIEHHBIM OTYaAHVIEM:

— IlosTomy MBI cioga u npuexasu! ITornmaere?! 3to
JKe, — OHa o0BeJia pPyKOit BOKPyr, — Oojsoro! Tuis,
rJagb, 00:Kbs OJsaromaTsh. HMKaxkux KOMMOaHMI, HUKAKUX
nogpoctkoB! Bee crokoiiHo! A HaM 0oJIbllle HMYEro U He
HY’KHO.. Bbl nonnmaete?

Cepreit mornmaJs. OH noHuMas, 4ro MaTuiab-
8 Jla — eIVHCTBEHHBIN T03JHUIT peOeHOK U YTO MUP



i YepHMKOBOI C KasKIbIM TOZOM Bce OOJIbIIIE IIOJIOH
OIIACHOCTE, yrposkalomux ee podepnu. OHa 3amedaer
BBIJIANBI, KOTOPbIE B3POCJIbIe MYK4MHbI OpocaroT Ha Ma-
TUJIBAY, VI €/l XOueTcsA 3aJIelIUTh UM IJasda, a JeBOUYKY
YBECTU IIOAAJBIIE, CIIPATATH OT 3TUX OTBPATUTETBHBIX
MY?KJIAHOB, KOTOpPbIe CMEIOT TaK CMOTPETb Ha ee pebeH-
ka. OHa coprmmT cmex MaTuiabAbl, ¥ el Xo4eTcsa Kpu-
4aTh, YTO OHA COBCEM ellle MaJIeHbKasd, COBCEM €ellle IJIy-
IIeHbKad JeBOYKa, He 0CO3HAIOIIAA CUJIBI CBOETO CMeXa.

113 rona B rox YepHMKoBa OpuBO3MJIa 10Yb B JOM OT-
nbrxa «PaccBer», 3HadA, 9TO 37€Ch UX KJET CIIOKOJICTBIE
Y TUXUI CKYYHBIV OTABIX. Bce OBLIO HEM3MEHHO, BCe OBbI-
JIO TIPUBBIYHO, ¥ TE€M CTpAIIIHEE CTaJ JJIA Hee yhap.

— Yro BBI chesasy, Korjga moHssau, uro MaTtuibna
npornaJsa? — capocus Cepreii.

— BrI3BaJsia MusmMIIMIO — pas, — He 3aIyMbIBasACh, OT-
BeTuna YepuurkoBa. — IlosBoHmsa cBouM Oe3oIlacHU-
kaM — nBa. [Ipmkazaja mckaTb B Jiecy U 0o3epe — TP
Ja, u emte.. — OHa 3aMAJIaCh, — B IIOCEJIOK cbe3amia. Jy-
MaJia, MOsKeT ObITh, OHA TaM C IIOAPOCTKAMM Pa3BJIeKaeT-
ca. Ouy coOMparoTca JHEM B OJHOM MecTe Ha HabepesKHOIL

— Kaxkoii emre HabepesxkHO? — nopasuica Babkul,
IByMsA dacaMyM paHee IIPOEe3YKaBIINII IIOCEJIOK M yCIIEeB-
it OerJo 03HaKOMUTBHCA C €0 reorpadpuert.

— A! — ona npeHeOpeKUTEIBHO MaxHyJa PYyKOL. —
JTo0 MXx nelrexonHas yyma. JlaBpel Hero-BaciokoB He na-
IOT IIOKOS, BOT MECTHBIE ¥ BBIAYMAaJlM, YTO Y HUX, KaK BO
BCEX IPUJINYHBIX HACEJIEHHBIX ITYHKTAaX, JOJIKHA ObITh CBOSA
HabepeskHada. JIHade HecommaHo. VI mmpoune yJmIThl 3a0THO
nepeuMeHoBasL. Ilomans EBpocorosa y HUX Telepb ecThb.
He npoessxann gyepes Takyoo? I'me ckBep ¢ IaMATHUKOM?

— Ilpoessxas, — xkuBHYJ Babkuu. — Tam a y mocest-
KOBBIX XaHYPUKOB JOPOTY CIIPAIIMBAJL.

— Hy Bor. 3uaunt, Bugenu miomans Espocorosa. Ho
Korza da mpuexadia, MaTuababl ¢ MecTHOM 6aHI0M He ObI-
Jo. Torga A Bo3BpaTMiach Cja, 3/1eCh Kak pas Ipode-
ceiBas o3epo. Criacmbo 3aBexmylolleil, oHa IaJja
aopeit. Xoguan ¢ 6arpamu, Ha JIOAKE I1JIaBaJIAL... 9



OHa CyJZIOpOYKHO B3JOXHYJIA, HO B3dAJa cebA B pPyKU U
IIPOOJIKIIIA

— IloToM cTeMHEJIO, ¥ IIOUCKI PEeINJIN OTJIOKUTE L0
caenymolero nuA. A B necats MaTuibga npuinia caMma.

Cepreit ObICTPO 3amMChIBaJ, NMPEACTABJIAA KapPTUHY
npoucxopsAiiero. Vtak, qeBouka yberxkajsia Ha 3aBTpPaK U
He BepHyJack. CriepBa HepHMKOBa IOAyMaJja, YTO 0Yb
3a/lepsKaJiach B rJIaBHOM Kopiryce. Korpa mocse 3aBTpa-
Ka Ipolies dac, a MaTuibna He IOABUIIACH, OHA JOIILIA
JIO CTOJIOBOI, 3aIJIAHYJa B OMJIbAPAHYIO, IIPOIILJIA II0 3Ta-
JKaM, 3aIJIANbIBas B IPUOTKPBITEIE nBepu. OHa yiKe Ha-
yaJia YOUBJIATBCS, HO €Ille HE BCTPEBOYKMIIACh. B KOHIlE
KOHIIOB, PAOM 03€P0 U NIPYI, OeHb 3KapKUil, 10Yb MOT-
Jla 3aX0TeThb UCKYIaThCHA.

Ho Bo3ssne ozepa Matuibae! He ObL10. Jpyrie oTIbI-
Xalolye CKasaJy KeHIIMHe, YTO JeBO4YKa He Ipuberaa
C yTpa Ha ILJIXK.

Yepunroa mobJsenuesa. OHa OBICTPBIM IIIATOM BEPHY-
JIach B CBOI KOTTEIPK B HAJEMKE, UTO OHU IJe-TO pasMu-
HYJIMICh C JoYepblo. BHyTpu joMa Bce OCTaJIoCh Tak 3Ke,
Kak ObLIO, Korga oHa yuwia. MaTuibja He TPUXOAVIIA.

sKenmuna obesxasia Bechb Jarepb, paccrpalimbas
BCTPEYHbIX, HO MaTI/IJII:,Hy HIUKTO He BUIOEJI

VI Torpma ee oxBaTmia nmaHuka. Bosbille yaca oHa MeTa-
JIach 10 Jiecy BOKpPYT «PaccBera» 1 3BaJjia 04b, [IOKA, Ha-
KOHEIl, OXPUIIHYB, He mpuiiia B cedba. Torga-To sKeHIHA
Y IO3BOHMJIA B CIIy»KOy Oe30macHOCTM CBOell (PMPMBbI, Ha-
mycaJia 3asABJIeHNE B OJIVKaIleM OTAes e MUV U YII-
pocuma 3aBeAyIOIIYIO ITaHCMOHATOM IIOMOYb B IIOVICKAX.

Koneuno, HUKTO He OTHeccA K ee Ipocb0aM U CTpaxy
Bcepbe3. Bce 3HAIOT, HA YTO CIIOCOOHBI ITOAPOCTKY B Ta-
KOM Bo3pacre. «Jla BepHeTcsA OHa K YTPY», — JIEHUBO I10-
oberasu YepHMKOBOI B OTAEJIEHUM U, KaK HU CTPaHHO,
nouTy yragaan. MaTuibja BepHyJach pPaHbIIIe.

— OHa mpocTo nocTydasa B IBepb, — CKazaJja EBre-
HUA, nogymBasa BaOkuHy ocTeIBImMit dail. — fI OTKpBI-

Bato — ctout! YibibaeTcsa Kak HM B UeM He ObI-
10 BaJIo, a IJlasa KaKue-TO CTpaHHbIe, coHHbIe. VI 3a



KoCAK gepskurca. {1 ee crpammBalo: «TwI rre 6b1ma?!» A
OHa MHe: «3abJyaniachk..»

3aTammB 10Yb B I0M, UepHMKOBA IIPUCTYIIMIA K J0O-
npocy. Ho MaTuipza cMorsa pacckasaTh JIMIIb, YTO yT-
poM, rocJie 3aBTpaka, pelnsa HEMHOTO IIPOTYJIAThCA 10
Jnecy — u 3abuymunace. HekoTopoe BpeMsa xonmuia Kpy-
ramy, 3aTeM yCTaJjla i 3aCHYJIa, a IIPOCHYJIaCh TOJIbKO Be-
YepoM M KaKUM-TO yAMBUTEJIbHbIM 06pa30M, TOYHO IIO
HauTuO, BbIILIA K «PaccBery».

— BprI nmeITaMMch y3HATH MOAPOOHOCTU? — CIIPOCIII
Cepreii, BbICTYIIaB HTO.

YepHMKOBa pas3paskeHHO BCIIJIECHYJIA PYKaAMIM:

— Bosxke moii, Hy KoHeuHO! fI paccrpammBasia ee 6e3
KOHIA, [IbITAJIACh [I0JIMAaTh Ha BPaHbeE.

— W uro xe?

— Ona TBepIUT OJIHO U TO K€: IIOIIJIA IIOTyJIATH B JIec,
320y Iuiack, yCHYJa-IPOCHYJIaChb-BEPHYJJIACh. TOJBKO
BOT rOBOPUT 00 BTOM KaK-TO HeyBepeHHO. JIuio y Hee n
BIIPAMB OBLJIO oIyxIilee, coHHOe. VI s eif Bepio. Ho BBI ke
IIOH/MAaeTe, caMoe TJIaBHOe — He HTo!

YepHNMKOBA yIILJIa B JJOM M BCKOPE BEPHYJACh C OJaH-
KaMM MEeIMIIVMHCKOTO 3aKJI0YEeHVA.

— Bamr gpyr, HaBepHOe, cKa3aJ BaM 00 aToM? — OHa
noJsioskmita Juctsl nepen Cepreem. — 1 cpasy ke, Ha cJie-
nymwolee yTpo nosesdsa Matunbny B MockBy, Ha 0CMOTP
K 3HaKOMOMy Bpaduy. HyXHO Benb ObLIO yIOCTOBEPUTHCH,
4TO He OBLJIO MBHACUJIOBAHMA WJIM IIOJIOBBIX aKTOB.

EBreHns pasxke He craJjia IOHMMKAThb rojoc, 1 babkuu
CIIepBa IIOYYBCTBOBAJI HEJIOBKOCTH, a 3aTeM JMCIBITAJ K
JIeBYIIKe IIPUCTYII COUYBCTBUA.

— Hwnuero! — mnpoposmxasna EBrenns, okecTOYeHHO
npubuBasa JaLOHbIO 3aKJI0OYEHNe K cToJy. VI moarsepau-
Ja, OyATo BKoJaumMBasa OyMasKHbIe JIMCTBHI B JOCKU: —
Hu-ge-ro!

— BmI Tak roBopure, CJIOBHO BaC DTO pa3odapoBa-
Jo, — He ygnepskasica Cepreii.

— He Gouraiite rarynocreit! — pesxko obopBa-

Ja ero YepumukoBa. — {1 nosmxHa Obl1a yoemmuThes, 11



uT0 ¢ MaTuiboil Bce B IOPAAKE, U A B 3TOM yOeamniach.
Ecau 6v1 Bama nouyb Haudasia HecTu Open 0 TOM, UTO OHA
3abJyayiiach B Jiecy M BeChb JEeHb IIPOCIIaJia I10J] COCHOV,
BBI ObI 1 HE TO IPOBEPUJINL.

— Ilouemy sxe Open?

— Jla moTomy, YTO A MCKaJia ee B JIeCy, M HUKOTO TaM
He ObLy0!

— Jlec 0OJBIIION...

— IToromy uTO MOA HOouYb He MoOrJa Obl 3aCHYTH, Jie-
sKa Ha 3emJie!

— § cabimas, opraHu3M MOLPOCTKOB...

— Tocrionm, na Bot nouemy! Bospmure, unraiite! —
Ona OykBaJbHO cyHyJsa Cepreio 1o HOC BEpXHMII OJIaHK.

OH Ha4yaJl 4NTaTh, MPOAMPASACH YepPes3 3apPOCiy IPo-
MO3IKUX MEAUIMHCKUX (POPMYJIMPOBOK. EMy He cpasy
yIaJIOCh BHUKHYTh B CMBICJI 3aKJIIOUEHNs, HO Korja bao-
KIH HaKOHeIl pa30obpaJcs, To He yIepPsKaJiCA 1 HETPOMKO
MIPUCBUCTHY L

— Bor nMmeHHO, — CapJOHUYECKU CKa3aja B OTBET
YepuukoBa. — BoT MMeHHO «(PbIO-UTbH».

Cepreil mepeunTaJ 3aKJIOUYEHNME eIle pas, cTapasdch
HYYero He ynycTuTb. HO BBIBOA HOJIydaJicd OJHO3HAY-
HbIL: B KpoBu MaTtuiabpabl YepHMKOBO HaliJIeHbI OCTaT-
KI BeIlleCTBa, II0 CBOEMY COCTaBy CXOJIHOTO C OIMyMaTa-
Mu. PesysibraToM Bo3aelicTBUA OOJIBIION O3Bl STOTO Be-
1IIeCTBa ABJAETCA IMPOAOJIKUTEJbHBIN COH, OJIM3KUIT K
Oecco3HaTEJIbHOMY COCTOSHIUIO, IIOCJIE KOTOPOTO YeJIOBEK
He IIOMHUT COOBITUIA, IPEAIIIeCTBOBABIINX IIPUEMY CPe-
CTBa, U JIETKO IIOJBEPKEH BHYIIeHMI0. «BepoaTHa uac-
TUYHAA aMHe3UdA C MOCJEAYIOIIVM 3aMellleHUeM yTpa-
YeHHbIX BOCIIOMMHAHMI HABA3AHHBIMM M3BHE», — IIPO-
yejr Cepreii.

— AHamms genany TpU IOHA, A IOJIYyYNJIA €r0 I103a-

Buepa, — gobaBuia YepHUKOBA.
— BrI yBepeHbI, YTO Bpady MOKHO JJOBEPATH?
— Tpem Bpauam, — nompasusa oHa. — Jla, MOYKHO.

OTO CONMMIHBI MEeOVILMHCKNI I[eHTP, Yy MEeHA HeT
12 OCHOBAHUI ¥IM HE BEPUTbD.



Cepreil HEMHOTO ITOPa3MbBICIINIL.

— Ilosyuaercsa, — MezJIeHHO Ha4aJ OH, II0 IIPVUBbIY-
Ke IOIbITOKMBas COOCTBEHHBbIE MBICJIN, — YTO Ballla
JI0Yb yIIJa yTPOM, 3aTeM IIPM KaKUX-TO 00CTOATEJIbCT-
Bax BBIIMJIA 3TO CPeNCTBO.. KcraTy, oHa ero BbIIMa?
Vlnu Brosona? Kak ero npuamMMarnT?

— Pasywmeercs, He BKoJiosia! — ockopbuiack YepHu-
koBa. — Omna nasxe Buja mnpuia 6ourcsa! Bpaun roso-
PAT, BBIINJIA.

— 3HaA4YNT, BBIINUJIA — ¥ YCHYJIA. 3aTeM IIPOCHYyJacCh
B JIeCy U IIOIILJIA JIOMOJ, He IIOMHsA, UTO C Hell CJIYUMJIOCh.
T'ne onmesxna, B kKoTOpoiil oHa ObL1a? OO0YBB?

— § y»xe Bce orupaBmJsa Ha 3KCIepTU3y. B yacTHOM
opsAKe.

Cepreii yBasKMUTEJBHO IIOCMOTPEJ HA Hee.

Martunbna 3abeskasa Ha BepaHZyY, OCTAHOBUJIACH Yy
MIPMOTKPBITON ABEPM, CTPAXMBAA C BOJOC JJIMHHbBIE CO-
CHOBBIE XBOVHKIL

— Mauwm, a B mom moitny. A BBl cO MHOI Oynere pas-
roBapmBaTh? — MPOCTOAYIIIHO oOpaTuiach oHa K Babxu-
ny. — O ToM nmHe, Korga A ycHyJa, npaBra? Ber Bpau?

— Jla, MHe ObI XOTeJIOCh ¢ TODOI ITIOTOBOPUTH, — KUB-
myJs Cepreit, 000711 BOIIPOC O CBOE TPOdPECCUOHATIBHO
IpuHaAIesKHOCTH. — MUHYT depes necAThb, XOPOUIo?

— Koneuno!

YepHMKOBa BCTaJA U IJIOTHO IIPMKPBLIA 32 JOYEPBIO
ZIBEPb.

— Jlrak, 4yero f oT Bac »KAY.. — BIIOJIIOJIOCA IIPON3-
HecJia OHA, TOTYAaC BO3BpAIlasich K aeisy. — KTo-To nc-
I10JIb30BAJI MOIO JOYb B CBOMX LIEJIAX, U A X049y 3HAThb, KTO
U B KakKuX MMeHHO. MHe Hy:XHO OyIeT BepHYThCA B
MockBy 4depes3 Hezesr0. OTy HeJleJII0 g coOOMparoCh IIPo-
SKUTH 371eCh KaK HI B ueM He ObiBasio. MoskeT ObITh, MHe
¥ caMoli yAacTCsA YTO-HUOYIb BEIACHUTE... B 0HOM 4 yBe-
peHa: 37ech ecTb HeJIOBEK, KOTOPbII TOYHO 3HAET, UTO
cayumuisochk ¢ MaTuabnoii.

Cepreii 00ymaJ ee cjIoBa, IPUKMHYJI BEPOAT-

HOCTBb CJIy4aliHOCTM, IIPY KOTOPOJ JeBYyIIIKa MOTJa 13



BBIIIUTH TaKO€ CUJIbHOJENCTBYIOIIlEE CPeNCTBO... BepoaT-
HOCTB IIOJIydaJach KpaliHe HU3KOI.

— §I ysxe Bce mpomymajia, — MEXKIY TEM TOBOPUJIA
SKeHIIHA. — Bac mocesaT ¢ cocefHeM KOTTeIKe, OTTY-
Jla TOJIBKO YTO yexaJm fBa crapuyka. CTaHeTe sKUTh IO
BUIOM OTIbIXAIOIIIETr0, S BaC CO BCEMMU MO3HAKOMJIIO, CKa-
3Ky, 4UTO BBI MOJl coTpynHUK. Tak Bam OyzeT Jerde y3s-
HaTb, KTO cIeJsaJ 3To ¢ MaTuibmoii.

EBrenna YepHnkoBa HaKJIOHMJIACH K HEMY, I IJIa3a ee
HeJI00pPO CBEPKHYJIN:

— 1 Xouy 3HaTB, 4MO UMEHHO ee 3aCTABUIY 3a0bITh.

Cepres mocenniu MOPasUTENBHO ObICTPO. JHEPrUU-
HOCTb ¥ HAIIOPVUCTOCTb UEePHMKOBOI CHEJay CBOE JeJo:
CIIyCTA JBajllaTh MMHYT IIOCJIe OKOHUYaHMA pasroBopa C
Martunbgoit (qeBodYka MOATBEpPANJA BCE, YTO CKa3aJja
MaThb, He N00aBMB HUYErO HOBOrO) BabKuHy yiKe Bpydun-
JIVI KJTFOUY U 1aJIVI CBEPHYTBIA BYeTBEPO OYMasKHBII JIACT,
okasaBimiica rmaHoM nancuonata. Cromuso Cepero pas-
BEPHYTH ILJIaH, KaK B3IJIAJ €ro ymaJl Ha CXeMaTUIHOe
n3o0bpaskeHne JOYKKM U BUJIKIL..

— CroJsioBas ceifyac OTKpbITa? — CIIPOCUJI OH 3aBe-
JIYIOUIYI0, KPACUBYIO CTATHYIO SKEHIIMHY JIeT TPUALATHA
IIIECTH.

— O0ep y HAaC HAYMHAETCA B IBA, HO BaC HAKOPMAT, —

yabIOHyJach Ta. — Korza BhliifileTe, CBEpPHUTE HaIpa-
BO — ¥ JI0 KOHIIA.

«Koryerer, — meuras Cepreii, 1marad 1o KOpumopy
nepBoro sraska. — Makaponsl ¢ ceipom. Cym!» B kKoHile

Kopuzopa Madgunia 6esas IBepb, a 3a Hell, OH 3HAJI, ero
HaKOHeI-TO skzeT exa. CocpeloTounTbCA Ha IIPEeCTOA-
uieM paccJiaenoBaHuy BaOKMH He MOr: eMy IpeJicTaBJIA-
JIoCch OJIFOIO C MOJIOZOV OTBApPHOI KapTOIIKONM, II0 KOTO-
poOif CBEpXy COHHO pacTeKaeTcdA CIMBOYHOe macyo. ITo-
OJieckmBaoIiaa cesefKa Ha IOAYIIKe U3 OeJIOCHEeKHBIX
JIYKOBBIX KoJieueK. Tapejika ¢ OOpPIIIOM, B KOTOPOI TpuU-

yM(aJbHO BO3BBIIIAETCA KYCOK — HET, ITyCKail
14 OyzeT JIOMOTb! — JIOMOTH BapeHOTO MsACA.



Cepreil HEPBHO CIJIOTHYJ CJIIOHY. Jla, BapeHOro msAca!
VI moGoab1e.

IloBapuxa Mapbsa PenopoBHa 00epHYJIACE HA CKPUII
OTKpPBIBAIOIIEICA JBEPU M YBUZEJA BBICOKOTO IIVPOKO-
IJIeYero MysKUMHY B JIXKMHCAX U YePHOM CBUTEpPE, KOPOT-
KO OCTPMIKEHHOIO, C IVIyDOKO I[IOCA’KEeHHLIMIU TJIa3aMy,
[IPOHMUIIATENBHBIN B3IJIAJ KOTOPBIX KOHTPACTUPOBAJ C
O0IIIMIM IIPOCTOBATHIM 00JMKOM. «MoOCKOBCKMIL, 4TO Jm?
3IOPOBBIT KAKOIL... — C YIAOBOJILCTBYEM OI[€HMUJIA OHA. —
VI He xapro emy?»

B oxHa €TOJI0BOI OMJIO COJIHIIE, CJIOBHO KeJjas CBOMMMU
JIy4aMl OIIPOKVHYTh CTEKJIAHHbIE TPaHEeHbIe CTaKaHbI, CTO-
Alye Ha Kak oM croe. [To cTeHaM cyeTaBO MeJIbTeINII
COJIHEYHbIE 3aiYMKy. Bollenimii IpuIypuicsa, 3aMeTuII
Mapnbio @efopoBHY 1 IIATHYJI K HEl, ABHO 00paI0BaBIIIACE:

— 3apaBcrByiiTe! X03dAM0IIKa, MOMKHO [1000eIaThb y
Bac? Osibra PomanoBHa ckazaJjia, pa3pelniaeTcs..

— Henb nobpsrit! ITouemy sxe Hesbaa? Moskuo! IIpu-
casknBariTecs! — IloBapuxa rocTenpmumnMHO 06Beja Kpac-
HOJI JIaIoHBIO cTOJbL. — Celuac IpuHeCy CErONHAIIHEE,
OHO YK T'OTOBO, HaBEpPHOE.

Cepreit BbIOpaJ CTOJNMK B YIJIy U CTaJl $KIATh, IIOKA
eMy IIPUHeCYT IoecTb. HeCKoJIbKO HEOXKIIAHHBIM OKa3a-
JIOCH JJIS HETO IIOYTH IIOJIHOE OTCYTCTBIE 3aI1aXx0B, CBOM-
CTBEHHBIX JI1000J CcTOJIOBOI, Oyb TO CTOJIOBAA B IIIKOJIE
WV B IOM€e OTABIXA, HO OH PEIlNJI, YTO JIeJI0 B XOPOIIIeil
UB0JIALNY KYXHU. « BBITAKEKN... OTKPBITHIE OKHA...» OH HO-
CTAJIBIMYECKN IIPOBeJI IaJIbIlaMl II0 IPaHAM CTaKaHa, U
TYT Iepes HUM IIOCTABUJIN TapPeJKy.

— VYromairech, — NOOPOAYIIIHO MIPEAJIOKIIA KEeH-
HIMHA. — Y HAC CEerofHsA PBLIOHBIN JEHb.

Babkuu omycTmi raasa, u yabloKa IIpeIBKYIIEHN VC-
yes3Jjia ¢ ero Jmmua. Ha Tapeske jexxasy oTBapHble cTeO-
Ju pacosy, IOXOsKMe Ha Hapel3aHHbII KycauKaMu 3eJie-
HbIN IIpOBOA, a MU3-II0J HMX CTBIOJIVIBO BbBITJIAObIBAJI HE-
Hosib110Nt OeJtplii poMOMK, B KoTopoM Cepreii oro-
3HaJ peIOHOE hute. 15



