YIK 821.111-31(73)
BEK 84(7Coe)-44

133

133

Mary E. Pearson
THE BEAUTY OF DARKNESS

[TeuaTaetcs ¢ paspemenus Henry Holt and Company

JluzaiiH 060Ky ExamepuHst Kaumosoil

IMupcon, Mapu d.
OuapoBanue TbMbI : [pomat] / Mapu D. ITupcon; nep. ¢ anri. Jluiuu IIpoko-
neHko. — Mocksa: U3narensctBo ACT, 2025. — 576 c.

ISBN 978-5-17-173271-4
ISBN 978-5-17-173270-7

Jlna mepexuia IUIEH, HO IPAZET BEJUKOe 3JI0, CTpeMAlleecs
YHUUYTOXUTb MoppuraH. 1 Tonbko JIna MOXET ero OCTAaHOBUTb.

Ha ropusoHTe Masg4uT BOiHA, U y IPUHIIECCHI HET NHOT'O BHIOO-
pa, KpoMe KaK B3ATh Ha cebs1 posrb [lepBoii fodepH, cozara U Inze-
pa. B To BpeMs Kak OHa 30 BCEeX CUJI TBITAETCA CBA3AThCA CO CBOUM
KOpOJIEBCTBOM U NIPeAlyIIPeAUTh UX, Y Hee BOSHUKAIOT Pa3HOIIacHu s
¢ Petipom u nozpospenus HacueT KazeHna. Komy JIusa cMoxeT oBe-
PHUTb HE TOJIBKO CBOE CEPALIE, HO ¥ 6€3011aCHOCTD CTPAHBI?

VK 821.111-31(73)
BBK 84(7Coe)-44

Copyright © 2016 by Mary E. Pearson
© JI. IIpOKOIIEHKO, TIePeBOZ Ha PYCCKHH A3BIK
B odopmIeHNM MaKeTa HCIIOIb30BaHbl MAaTePHUAIbL

ISBN 978-5-17-173271-4 o nutiensun © shutterstock.com
ISBN 978-5-17-173270-7 © 000 «M3garenbcTBo ACT», 2025



Pozmapu Cmumona,
motl, KMo 80nJioujaem meumsl 8 HU3Hb



Konern ckutaunii. O6eianve. Hazexaa.

MecTo, rie MOXXHO OCTaHOBUThCH.

Ho ero Bce ellje He BUAHO, a HOYb XOJOAHA.

Buwuii0u Ha ceem, degoukd.

Tyoa, 20e s cmozy mebsi ygudemo.

Y mensi ecmsb 011 mebs nodapox.

A yaep:kuBalo ee, Kadyast TOJIOBOM.

Ee cepzatie oz Moel pyKOH TpeIeler.

OH oberaeT oTabx. O6eIaer exy.

A oHa U ycTana, ¥ rojofHa.

/Jlasail, svixoou.

Ho oHa 3HaeT ero yJIOBKU U OCTAETCS PSZIOM CO MHOM.
ThMa — 3TO BCe, UYTO ¥ HAC €CTh, YTOOBI 3aITUTUTHCS.

— Ilocneauuii 3aBeT 'ogpenb



[1aBa mepBasa
o pmr—o s — 0 — s ———>

TeMHOTa BCerza KasaJjlacb MHe ITpeKpacHOU. Ilonenyu TeHen.
Jlacka, MATKas, CJIOBHO JYHHBIH cBeT. OHa 6BLIa MOUM ybesxu-
IeM, MEeCTOM, TZe 51 MOTJIa YKPHIThCS, HE3aBUCUMO OT TOTO, Ipo6u-
paJjiach JIM A Ha KPBIILY, OCBEIleHHYIO JUIIb 3B€3aMHU, UJIH e CIIy-
CKaJach B ITOJIyHOYHBIH [IEPeYIOK, YTOOBI BCTPETUTHCSA ¢ 6paThAMHU.
TeMmHOTa Obla Moell coro3HuIleif. OHa 3acTaBJiAIa MeHA 3a0bIBaTh
0 MUpe, B KOTOPOM A MUJa, U NIpUriamana Norpy3suThbCa B rpesbl
0 ZIPYTOM.

S ToHysa B Hel, umia yremeHus. CiafKui MenoT 6yZopaKui Me-
HA. B KUAKOM ThMe CHSLI IUIIb KyCOYeK 30JI0TOU JTYHBI — IIBIBYIIEH,
Kavalolelics, Bcerza npebsIBaouiell B ABMKEHNY, HO BCETZa TaKOH
HezocAraeMo 19 MeHA. BOT ee N3MEHYNBBIN CBET 03apUJI IyT, U MO
AyX Bocmapui. f1 yBuzesna taM Basbrepa, TaHIylomero ¢ I'peToi.
A 9yTb OOJab, C pacCHIIAaBIIUMUCA 110 IJIedaM AJIMHHBIMHU BOJIOCA-
MH, IO/l My3BIKY, KOTOPYIO 1 He MOIJIa PacC/IbIIIATh, KPy>KUIach ACTep.
Hey:xenu [Ipa3gHuk [136aBIeHNs y)Ke HACTYTIHII?

— He 3azep:xuBaliTech, rocroxa, — OKJIMKHYJIa MeHA ACTep.

ATI0TOM BCe I1BeTa 3aKpyTHUJIMCh B BUXP€, POCCHIINb 3Be3/ cTaja Iy p-
IIypHOH, U Kpasi JIYHbI paCTBOPUJINCH B YePHOM Hebe, CJIOBHO MOKPHIH
caxap. TeMHoOTa cTaa ele ry6ske. Tertoii. [IpuBeTINBOM. MATKOM.

Ecyix He cunTaTh KQa4KU.

PUTMUYHBIX BOJIH, KOTOPBIE HAKATHIBAJIM CHOBA U CHOBA. Tpebys:

«Ocmanbcesi».

U rojyioca, KOTOPBIY He flaBaJl yUTH. XOJIOZHOTO U PEe3KOTO.

«/lepacuco».

fl IOMHIO HIMPOKYIO TBEPAYIO I'PyZb, MOPO3HOE ABIXaHHE, KOT-
Zla MOHU IVIa3a OTKPBIBAJIUCH, T'0JIOC, KOTOPBIH ITOCTOAHHO CAepruBal
C MeH: IIOKPbIBAJIO 3a0BIThA, ¥ 60JIb, CKOBBIBAIOIYIO HACTOJIBKO, YTO
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A He MoIJIa AblaTh. Yy oBUIIHAA APKOCTb BCIIBIXMBAJIA, KOJ0JIa MOU
I71a3a 1, Korza f y»ke He MoIvIa 60Jblile TepIleTh, HAaKOHell yracaa.

A nortom 6blia cHOBa TeMHOTa. OHA IpHUIJIANIana MeHs OCTaThCs
B Hell. He ppraTe. He zesaTh BooOIe HUYETO.

U xorza s y>e HaXoZuJIach Ha IOJIIYTH MeXAy MUpaMU, MeHs Ha-
KOHelI] HaCTUT MOMEHT 03apeHH .

Tak BOT 4TO 3HAYUT yMEPETbh.

* % %

«Jlus!»

YIOT TEMHOTEL CHOBA paccesics. MArKoe Temio 06epHynIoch He-
CTEepIUMBIM JXapoM. Bokpyr 3a3By4anu rosoca. Pe3kue. I'poMKkue.
I'py6ble. VX OBITIO CIUIIKOM MHOTO.

CankTyM. f onAaTh okasasack B CankryMme. ConjaTel, HAMECTHU-
Ku... Komusap.

Most koxka 6bLyIa CIOBHO 00'BATa OTHEM — PaCcKaIeHHOM, 3yAIeH,
BJIQXKHOM OT IOTa.

«JIusi, omkpotl enasa. Hy sce».

I'me-To psAZOM pasfaauch IPUKa3HL.

OHU HalllJIX MeHA.

— Jusa!

A pacnaxHysa riasa. [TomelleHue BOKPYT MeH:A cpasy e 3aKpy-
SKWJIOCH IIJIaMeHeM, TeHAMU U MHOKeCTBOM Jinil. Okpy»keHa. f MoImsl-
TaJach OTHPAHYTb, HO OT JKI'yuell 60iu mepeXBaTUIO AbixaHue. [lepes
IJ1a3aMHU IOTLJIBLIO.

— JIus, TOJIBKO He IBUTaMcCA.

VI TyT Ha MeHs 0OPYIIHJICA IIKBAJI I'OJIOCOB:

— OHa npuwina 8 cebsi.

— Ipudepacu ee.

— He 0ail nooHambcA.

C TpyzoM HabpaB B JIeTKUe BO3yXa, 1 HOIBITaIach CHOKyCcHpOBaTh
B3mAg. OrnAzena Inia, B3uparouye Ha MeHA CBepXy BHU3, — HaMeCT-
Huk O6payH U eTo cTpaka. 3HAYUT, 3TO ObLT He coH. OHU U TIpaBja
CXBaTWIM MeHA. M TyT 4bA-TO pyKa OCTOPOKHO IIOBEpHYyJa MHE TO-
JIOBY.

Petig.

Ha koseHAX psAgoM co MHOU cTos Petid.
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S cHoBa 6pocuiia B3IIAZ Ha OCTaJbHBIX, TpUNOMUHasA. HamecT-
HuK O6payH U ero JIIOAY Cpakaluch Ha Halleil cropoHe. OHU TIO-
Moriu HaM 6exath u3 CaHktyma. Ho mouemy? §1 3amMeTusia psagom
Jlxxeba u TaBuIa.

— HamecTHUK, — LIeNHYJA 1, CIUIIKOM cJabast, YTOOBI CKa3aTh
4TO-TH6O elle.

— CBeH, Ballle BbICOYECTBO, — IIPECTABIIICS OH, OITyCKAsACh Ha Ofi-
HO KoJsieHo. — [lokairyiicta, mpocTo 30BUTe MeHsZ CBEHOM.

OTO MM [T0KA3aJI0Ch MHE 3HAKOMBIM. fI y»Ke CJIbIIIajia ero B CBOeM
JuxopazouHoM 3a6eThu. Torma K HeMy obpaiuascs Petid. ITsitTasch co-
PHEHTHPOBAThCA, 1 06BesIa B3MIAZLOM IIPOCTPAHCTBO. S 1e)kaia Ha 3eMiie
Ha KaKOH-TO MOZACTHJIKE, a IOBEPX MEHS I'POMO3JWINCH KYUIH TSKEIBIX
IJIOTHBIX TOKPBIBAJ, TAXHYIINX JIOMIAaIbMHU. [[OMIOHBL, I0Tafanach 5.

A mompITasnach MPUMOAHATHCS, OIEPEBIINUCH HA PYKY, HO MEHSI CHO-
Ba IpoH3uJa 601b. KoMHaTa 3aKpyKUIach, U A yIaaa Ha3az.

— HycHo 8blmawjums 0ocmamku Cmpebl.

— OHa cauwkom caaba 0151 3mozo.

— Y nee nuxopadxa. Janvute ona 6ydem moavko ciabems.

— Pamy HyxcHO ouucmums, a NOMOM HANON UMb WLBbL.

— MHe euye He NPUXOOUNOCL WMONAMb HCEHUUH.

— Kakas pasnuya? [ITnoms ecms naoms.

fl mpucnymuBanach K Cliopy, a IOTOM HaKOHeI| BcoMHuIa: Ma-
JIUK BBICTPEJIUJ B MeHA U Iomas B 6eZipo. A ciezyiomas cTpesa yxe
yrozuia MHe B cliiHy. OZHAKO ITOC/IeHIM MOUM BOCIIOMUHAeM OBLIIO
TO, KaK f Jlexkasia Ha Oepery peku, a Pefidp c:kumas MeHs B 00BbATHAX,
TIPUHUKAs TPOXIaHBIMU IrybaMu K MouM. Kak faBHO 3T0 651107 U r71e
MBI Tenepb?

— Ona 8btdepacum, Tasuwt. /lasatl.

Petid HakIOHUICS OIVKe U 06XBATUJ MOE JIUIIO.

— Crpesia 3aceia CJIMIIKOM I1y60Ko, JIna. HaM mpuaeTcs BCKPHITh
paHy, YTOOBI BHITAIIUTH 0OJIOMOK.

A xkuBHYyIIA.

Ero ria3a Ba)xHo 3abiecTemi.

— JlBuraTbes 6yzeT Heb3s1. [109ToMy MHe TpUAETCs AepiKaTh Tebsl.

— Bce xopoo, — npourenTtasna 1. — f BeIAep:Ky. Kak T U cKkasail.

Jlaxe MHe OBLJIO CJIBIIIHO, KaK CJ1ab0CTh MOETO T0JI0Ca MTPOTUBO-
pednia CJIoBaM.

CBEH COZPOTHYJICA.



— JKasb, y MeHs HeT 7151 Tebs1 )KUBOM BOAbL, IeBOUKa. — OH MPOTA-
HyJ Pelidy Kakoii-To mpeaMeT. — BOT, faii el 3aKyCUTb.

1 3Hasa, 1A 9ero 3TO ObLIO HYKHO, — YTOOBI A He Kpruyasa. 3Ha-
YUT JIU 3TO, YTO Bpar rze-To H0OJU30CTU?

Peii¢ cyHys MHe B POT KOKaHble HOXKHBL. [ToToM TaBUII OTKUHYI
ofiesiio, o6Haxas Moe 6eZpo, ¥ Ha TOMYI0 KOXKY XJIBIHYJ TPOXIaAHbII
Bo32yX. fI cpasy e IIOHAJA, YTO [0Z OJesAIaMU Ha MHe IIOYTH HUYEero
HeT. Pa3Be 4TO HMKHAA COPOUYKA. JIOMKHO OBITH, OHU CHSAJIU C MEHS
TIPOMOKIIIee IIJIaThe.

[TpobypuaB M3BUHEHUSA, TaBUII HE CTaJ TEPATH BpeMeHH. Peiid
MIpUKaJjl MOU PYKH K 3eMJle, a KTO-TO TPeTUH CTUCHYJI MHe Horu. B Mmoe
6epo MOrpy3uJICcsa HOXK, U MO I'PyAb COAPOrHyaack. CKBO3b IIJIOTHO
c)kaTele 3yObl BHIpBasCcA CTOH. Moe Teso BBITHYJIOCH IPOTUB BOJH,
u Peligy npuILIOCh NPUAABUTH CUTIBHEE.

— CMmoTpu Ha MeH4, Jlud. He cBoau ¢ MeHA rina3. CKOPO Bce 3aKOH-
YUTCA.

fI BOmiach rya3aMu B ero — roiy6sle, nputatomue. Ero B3msaz
yaepKuBaJ MeHs, TofobHo miamenu. C ero jb6a cTekasn mot. Ho BoT
HOXX BOH3WJICA IUTy63Ke, U A ToTepsjia KOHI[eHTpaluio. 113 Moero ropja
BBIPBAJIOCH HEBHATHOE OyIbKaHbe.

«Cmompu Ha MeH s, JTusi».

Jle3BUe KoIlajoch BO MHe. Paspesaso mioTh.

— EcTp! — HakoHell BOCKJIUKHYJ TaBul.

3axyebrIBasACh, A BEIAOXHYIA. [>ke6 MIPOMOKHYJI MO€ JIUIO IIPO-
XJIaJHOM TKAHbIO.

— Xopomras paboTa, mpuHIlecca, — IPOU3HEC KTO-TO, KOTO 5 He BU-
Jena.

HasnoxxeHue IBOB IIPOLLTIO Jlerye, YeM BCKPLITHE U IIOUCK IIeIIOK.
Kaxzplil pas, Korza uria BXoZuaa B MeHd, A cuuTasaa. Ilosyduaoch
YeTBHIPHAALATh.

— Temepb ciuHa, — 06bsABUI TaBuir. — U 3To 6yZeT ropaszio He-
npuATHee.

* % %

Korza 51 ouHyJs1ach, psioM co MHO crias Pefid. Ero pyka nmokousnach
Ha MO€eM XXKUBOTe. {I IJI0X0 3aIIOMHUIIA, KaK TaBUII TpyAUICA HaJ MOel
CIIMHOM, pa3Be YTO TO, KaK OH CKa3aJl, 4TOo CTpeJIa Iolasa MHe B pebpo,
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U, 6BITH MOXKET, UMEHHO 3TO H CIIAaC/I0 MHE KH3Hb. {1 oIy THIa HaZpes,
KaK HOX BOIIIeJ TIy6xKe, a 3aTeM 60Jb — TaKyIo ApKYI0, 4TO 60oJIbIle
51 y’Ke HU4Yero He MOIJia BUZETh. A TIOTOM, CJIOBHO C PACCTOSTHUS B COT-
HIO MUJIb, Peiid HaKOHEIl MpOoIenTax MHE Ha YXO0: «BOT U Bce».

Hemnoganeky oT cebst s 3ameTHa HeBOIBINOH KOCTEPOK, 06JI0-
JKeHHBIH kKaMHAMU. OH ocBelast 6mKaiIyio K HeMy CTeHY, OHAKO
ocTajibHas YacTh Hallero ybexuia no-mpexkHeMy 0CTaBajach B TEHHU.
MBI HAaXOIUJIUCh B KAKOM-TO MPOCTOPHOI Tetepe. [[o MeHs IOHECTIOCh
p)KaHUe JolaZielt — OHU TOoXKe ObLIN 37ieCh, ¢ HaMU. Ha mpoTUBOIIO-
JIOXKHOM CTOPOHE KOCTPOBOTO KOJIbIIa 1 pa3misgena /xeba, TaBuiia
u OppHHa; OHU CIIaJy Ha CBOUX OfiesilaX. A UyTh JieBee MeHs, TPUBa-
JIUBIIKCH CIMHON K KAMEHHOMY CBOZY, CHZIeJ caM HaMeCcTHUK O6payH
CBeH.

U TyT s BIEpBble B MOJHON Mepe OCO3Haja: BCe YeTBEPO OBLIU
nmoabpmu Petida. YeTBepo, KOTOPHIM 5 He oBepsiia. HamecTHuk Komu-
3apa, ero opy:eHocell, ciiyra CAHKTyMa U CTPOUTEb IIOTA. fI ¥ IOHS-
THs He MMeJIa, T/[e MBI cefiyac HaXOAU/INCh, HO KAKMM-TO HEIIOCTHIKU-
MBIM 06pa30M OHH BCe XKe CyMeJu epelnpaBUTh Hac Yepe3 peky. 1 Bce
MBI OCTAJIVCh JKUBHI. 32 UCKIIOUEHUEM...

YeMm 6oJbllle 1 BOCCTaHABAMBaJa COOBITUSA B CBOEH T'OJIOBE, TEM
cuJIbHee OHa packajbiBasach. Haia cBo6oza 6biia omiadyeHa 60J1b-
110 1IeHOM, KpOBaBoO#. VIHTEpeCHO, KTO e ellle TOrub, a KTO BHIKIII
B 2TOI H60liHE?

{1 cpenana moneITKY yopaTh pykKy Pelida co cBOero JKuBoTa, 4ToOBI
CEeCThb, HO ZIaXke 9TO HeOOJIbIIOE JBUKEHNE OTO3BAJIOCh B MOEH CIIMHE
OCJIETTUTEBHOM APo6bio. HacToposkeHHBIN MOUM ABUKeHUeM, CBeH
Cpa3y ke BBIPAMUJICS U IPOLIENTAa:

— He neiTaliTech BCTaTh, Ballle BbICOUECTBO. Ellle CIUITKOM paHo.

S corsacHO KWBHYJIA, MEPEeBOAS ABIXaHUE, MOKa 0O0Jb HAaKOHEI]
He OTCTyIHJIA.

— CKopee Bcero, OT yZjapa CTpeJibl Ballle peOpo TPeCcHYIOo. A B pe-
Ke BBI, IOJDKHO OBITH, cioMaJiu cebe ele HeCKOJIbKO KocTel. Tak uTo
OTZABIXAUTE.

— I'le MBI? — yTOYHMIIA 4.

— B yKpPOMHOM MecTeuKe, KOTOPOe s 0OHapy KU MHOTO JIET TOMY
Ha3zaz. U g 6611 paji, 4TO BCe ellle CIIoCOOeH ero HaluTH.

— Kaxk zgosro g 6s11a 6e3 cosHaHuA?

— JlBa fiHs. Yyzo0, 4TO BBl BOOOIIIE €Ille KUBBI.

- 11 -@-



{I BcrioMHMIIa, KaK ToHyJMa. Kak 6apaxTanach B BOJTHAX U MIOTOM
MeHs BBIOPOCHJIO Ha [TI0OBEPXHOCTb, KaK KPaTKUH IIOPHIB BO3ZAyXa Ha-
TIOJIHUJI MOU JIETKHE ¥ MeHS CHOBA 3aTAHYJIO NOZ BoAy. U Tak mpozo-
JKaJIOCh pa3 3a pa3oM. Mou pyKU LEIISJINCh 32 BaJyHBI, OpeBHa, BCe
YCKOJIb3aJI0 U3-TI0/] MOUX MAJIBIIEB... A TOTOM MPUIILJIO CMYTHOE BOCIIO-
MHWHaHWeE O TOM, KaK Ha/Io MHOY CKJIOHUJICA Pelid. Sl moBepHYyIa TosoBy
K CBeny.

— Peti¢ Hamen meHs Ha ToM Gepery.

— [la. OH Hec Bac BEHA/I[aTh MUJIb, IOKA MBI €0 He HALLIU. JTO
€ro MEePBBI OTABIX C TEX TIOP.

S moBepHya roysoBy K Pelidy. Ero U0 BRIVIAAEN0 UCXYAABIINM
U TO)Ke OBLIIO BCe B CUHsKaX. JleBass 6pOBb pacceyeHa. Peka v Ha HEM
ocTtaBua CcBOH cief. CBeH pacckasasl MHe, Kak oH, [I»ke6, OppuH
u TaBUII MPOBEJH IIJIOT 0 HAMEYeHHOTO MecTa. VX Jiomaau u ele
TIOJIZIF0XKMHBI BEHZIAHCKUX, KOTOPBIX OHU 3aXBaTHJIU B 6010 paHee, 10-
JKUZAJNUCh HAC B UMIIPOBU3UPOBAHHOM 3aroHe, OJHAKO, KaK IOTOM
BBLICHUJIOCH, MHOTHE U3 HUX CyMeJu cbexaTs. [loaToMy oHU cobpanu
BCe, YTO CMOTIJIH, JOCTAJIH TIPUTIACH] U Ce/Ja, KOTOPble TPUIIPATAIN
B OMMDKafIIKUX pa3BalvHax, ¥ ABUHYINCH B 0OpaTHOM HallpaBJlIeHUH,
npodvechiBas 6epera U jiec. A KOrza HaKOHeI] 3aMeTUJIN HaIllK CJIeZEl,
TO IOILIN TI0 HUM. YTOOBI JOCTUTHYTh 3TOH IellepHl, MPUIIIOCH CKa-
KaTb BCIO HOYb.

— Ho eciiu BBI HAIIM HAITH CJIEBL, TO...

— O, He becmoko¥TeCh 06 3TOM, Ballle BBICOYECTBO. [Ipuciyimaii-
Tech. — OH CKJIOHUJI TOJIOBY HAaOOK.

[To KaMeHHBIM CBO/IaM TIEIIePHI TPOHECCS TAXKEJBbIH CBUCT.

— Mereb, — IoZickasas oH. — HUKaKUX c/leZloB He OCTAHETCA.

Ho a He 6bL1a yBepeHa, 6JarocI0OBEHNE JIU U 3aTpyAHEHNE I
Hac 3Ta Oyps. Besib OHa MoIVIa HOMeEIIATh HAIIEMY Iy TeIeCTBUI0. MHe
cpasy BCIIOMHUJIOCH, KaK TeTylIka BepHeTTa pacckassiBaia HaM ¢ 6pa-
ThAMH O BEJIUKUX Oesblx OypaHax y cebs Ha poAMHe: OHU 3aCIOHA-
v coboi He6O U 3eMJTI0, U CHETa HAMETAJIO CTOJIBKO, YTO MIOPOM OHU
C cecTpaM¥ MOTJIM BBIMTHU Hapy»Ky TOJBKO CO BTOPOTO 3Ta)ka CBOEe
KpPemoCTH. A X CaHU 0 CyrpobaM TAHYIN COOaKU C TEPETIOHIATHIMU
JIallaMU.

— Ho oHu Bce paBHO OyAyT ITpecyieZIoBaTh HAC, — B KOHIIE KOHI[OB
npousHecia 1. — Ob6s3aTebHO 6YAYT.

CBeH KUBHYII.
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[ToTomy uTo 51 y6raa Komusapa. ['pu3 oA HSI MO0 PYKY Iepeji Bce-
MU KJIaHaMHU, Ha KOTOPHIX Ziepkanach Benza. 11 Ha oZHOM ABIXaHUU
06BABUI MeHS KOPOJIEBOI U HOBBIM Komusapowm. U roau Bo3paoBa-
sauck. Tak 4YTO ZoKasaTh IpPaBO MOEro MpeeMHUKa Ha BJIacTh MOXKHO
6yzeT, TUIIb JOOBIB MOH TPYTIL. S IPEANONOKIIIA, YTO STUM IIPEEMHU-
KoM craHeT Maiuk. O ToMm, 4TO cayuusnock ¢ KageHowm, 4 crapanach
He AyMaTh. 1 He MorJa MO3BOJUTH CBOMM MBICIAM YHECTU MeHH TY-
Z1a, HO €ro JIMI[O0 BCe paBHO BO3HUKJIO Iepe/io MHOU. Te obuza u 60716
OT IIpe/laTeIbCTBAa, YTO OTPA3UJIKCH B €0 YePTaX B CAMBIN ITOCIeHUHN
MUT, KOT/Ia 51 ero Buzeaa. Yous iu ero Maauk? Vnu aTo caenan KTo-
TO APYTOH U3 €r0 COOTeYeCTBeHHMKOB? OH MOAHAM Med MPOTUB HUX
pazau mens. [Ipeanoden meHsa Komuzapy. Heyxenu BuZ MEPTBOTO TeIa
AcTep Ha cHery oKoHYaTesJbHO MOATOJKHYJI ero K Kpat? MeHsa — za.

A ybuna Komusapa. Y1 310 6610 JIeTKo. fI He ucCHbITasa HUA KoJje-
6aHuii, HU yTPBI3eHUI COBeCTU. ByZieT i MOsi MaTh Telephb CUUTATh
MeHs He 6oJiee YeM KUBOTHBIM? Beb s HUUEro He MOYyBCTBOBAJA,
KOT/la IIorpy»Kaja B Hero cBoi Hox. Korzia BoH3aa ero cHoBa. Huuero,
KpOoMe JIeTrKOr'o TpeleTa ero IJIOTU ¥ KUIIOoK. U 1 Hu4yero He UCIIbITaIa
¥ TIoCJIe, Kor/la yOuIIa elle TpouX BeHaH1eB. Vu ux 66110 mATh? X
MOTPsICEHHBIE JIUIIA /I MEHS CJIUIUCH BOEJUHO B IaJIEKOM Xaoce 60sl.

Ho HM4TO M3 3TOr0 HE CMOTJIO cracTu AcTep.

Yl Terepb mepesi MOUMHU IVIA3aMHU CTOSJIO €€ JIUTIO, ¥ 3TOT'0 BEIHECTHU
51 yKe He MOTJIa.

CkasaB, YTO MHe HeOOX0[UMO TIOAKPENUThCs, CBEH MOJHEC K MOUM
ry6am yaiky ¢ orBapoM. OZIJHaKO B TOT MOMEHT 51 YK€ UYyBCTBOBAJIA,
KakK ThMa CHOBA Ha/IBUTAETCS Ha MEHs, U IOTOMY C 6JIar0AapHOCTHIO
TO3BOJINJIA €} OBJIaIeTh MHOM.



['taBa BTOpasa

POCHYJIAaCh s B ITOJHOU TUIIMHE. 3aBBIBAHUSA OYPU CTUXIIU.

Jlo6 GBLT MOKPBIM, a TIPSAAU BOJIOC JIUILIKA K KOXKE, U 51 TOHaAes-
JIach, YTO MOTAUBOCTb — II€PBBIH IPU3HAK TOTO, YTO JIUXOPaJKa U/eT
Ha yObLIb. A TIOTOM 5 yCJIBIIIATa HAPSXKEHHBIH 1menoT. OCTOPOXKHO
Pa30MKHYB BeKH, A [TIAHYA U3-110 pecHull. [Temepa Obla 3a11Ta Tell-
JIBIM MATKUM CBETOM, U B HEM £ yBU/leJla CBOMX IOy TYMKOB, TECHO
CTOABLINUX PAZOM. UTO 3a CeKpeTHBIE IIJIaHbI OHU CTPOUIN?

TaBuI Kayas roJoBoM.

— MerTeJsb KOHYMJIACh, ¥ CKOPO OHU ITYCTATCA B IIOTOHIO. HaM ToXxe
HY>KHO €XaTb.

— Ho ona ciumkom ciaba, 9To6s eXaTh ceifuac, — TUXO BO3Pa3UI
Petidp. — Kpome Toro, mocT nmoBpexzeH. OHU He CMOTYT IlepebpaThbCs
yepes Hero. Y Hac ecTb BpeM B 3ariace.

— BepHo, — cornacuiicsa CBeH, — HO eCTh ellle U pyTras nepernpa-
Ba. OHU MepeiAyT Ha 3TOT Heper TaMm.

— Oraiopora 3 CaHKTyMa 3aH:/Ia y Hac HeZleto, — Bo3pasul Jxe6.

Peti¢ oTmuI U3 cBOel KPY>KKH.

— A Temnepb, C y4eTOM BhIIIaBIIEro CHera, 3aliMeT BBOe JI0JIblIIe.

— MBbI TOXXe 3aMe/IIMMCSI, — HalloMHUJI TaBUIII.

OppHH IIepeMUHYJICA C HOT'M Ha HOT'Yy.

— YT06 MeHs IOBECUJIH, 4 pa3Be OHU He yMaloT, YTO MBI BCE MePT-
BbI? Ha ux Mecre 51 OBl Tak U czesna. Elle HUKTO He cMoOT ITlepebpaThbes
yepes 9Ty ZIeMOHUYECKYIO PeKY.

Petid moTep 3aTHIIOK, a 3aT€M [TOKavaJl ['OJIOBOM.

— Ho MBI 9TO czenanu. U eciu OHU He YBUZAAT HU OFHOTO TeJja,
IJIBIBYIIIETO BHU3 IO PeKe, Bce IIONMYT.

— Xopoliio, yCTh Ja’ke OHY TIepenpaBATCs Ha 3TOT 6eper, HO OHU
JKe TIOHATHUs HE UMEIOT, TAe Hac WcKaTh, — mpobypuan /xeb. —
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MBI MOTJIM BEICAAUTHCA IZle YTOAHO. A 3TO COTHU MUJIb, KOTOPBIE IIPH-
JieTcsA IpoJecarhb, He UMes HUKaKUX CJIeZj0B.

— Iloka HUKaKUX CJieZloB, — HAaIIOMHUJI TaBUIII.

CBeH OTBepHYJICS OT HUX U IPUOIU3UICA K KOCTpy. f cpasy ke 3a-
KpBLja I7Ia3a, HO YCJIbIIaa, Kak OH HAJINBaeT B CBOIO OJIOBIHHYIO KPY K-
Ky UTO-TO U3 YallHMKAa. A IOTOM £ IOYyBCTBOBAJIa, UYTO OH CTOUT IIPMO
Ha/10 MHOW. [TOHSJI U OH, YTO 5 GOJIbIIIE He CILII0? fI He cMesa OTKPHITh
J1a3 /10 TeX II0p, [T0Ka He YCJIbIIaka, YTO OH BEPHYJICA K OCTaIbHBIM.

OHU IPOJOIKUIN 06CYKeHUe, B3BEIINBAs BCe BapUAHTHI; Peiid
BBICTYTIAJ 32 TO, YTOOBI ITOZI0XKAATh, TTOKA 51 He OKpenHy. Heyskenu oH co-
6ripasics [OABEPrHY Th PUCKY ceOs M BCeX OCTATBHBIX TOJIBKO PaJy MEHA?

A cpenana Buj, 6yATO TOJIBKO YTO MIPOCHYJIACH, U HEIPOMKO IIPO-
6opMmoTasa:

— Jlo6poe yTpo. Peiid, TH He TOMOKEIIb MHE BCTAaTh?

OHU IIpeKpaTU/IU COBelllaThCsA, IOBEPHYINUCH U BIXKHUAAlOIIe yCTa-
BUJIMCh HA MEHA.

Pelid mocmenrHo onycTUaCsa Ha KOJIEHU PAJOM cO MHOM. IIpuikain
PYKY K MoeMy JIy.

— Tol ropuiusb. Enie ciMmkoM paHo...

— MHe yxe nyuute. f mpocro...

Ho oH IIpo0/IK 1T yIIOPCTBOBATD, yZIEPXKUBaA MOH IIJIEYH.

— MHe HYXHO B TyaJeT, Peiid, — >xecTde mpousHeca .

OTo ero orpesusio. OH HeyBepeHHO OIVIAHYJCA 4Yepes ILJIedo
Ha ocTa’abHEIX. Ho CBEH JIUIIb [TOXKaJI IIeyaMH, OyATO He 3Hasd, 9TO
€My 1 II0COBETOBATb.

— ¢ 6oroch ake BCIIOMUHATh O TOM, KaKue YHUKEHUsS MHe TIpU-
LIJIOCh IEPEKUTB 3a [T0C/IeIHYe HeCKOJIBKO MecAlleB, — 3aBepuia g ero. —
Ho ceituac s mpuiuia B cebst v XoTea Obl ¢ZIeIaTh 3TO KaK IMoJIaraeTcsl.

HaxkoHner Peiid KUBHYJ U OCTOPOXKHO IMOMOT MOJHATHCA. A 51 U30
BCEX CHJI TOCTapasach He OAaBaTh BUAY, HACKOJIBKO MHE OBLIO 60JTb-
Ho. fl nogHKMManach Ha HOTHU ZI0JIr0, My4YUTEIbHO U HeJoBKO. Maieii-
mras Harpyska Ha Moe Telleph y2Ke 3aIuToe 6epo OTIIPaBJIsAIa OTHEH-
HbIe pa3pAAb! [0 BCell Hore U K Taxy. YTOOH! yAepKaThCsA B BEPTUKATb-
HOM II0JIO’KEHHH, S C TPYZOM olepyach Ha Peiida. T'osoBa Kpy»Kuiacs,
Ha BepxHell rybe BBICTYIIMIIN KalleJbKY BJIATH, HO s 3HaJIa: BCe IIPUCYT-
CTBYyIOIIVe HAOIIOZAIOT 32 MHOM, OIleHUBasA MOU CHJIBL. U 5 3acTaBuiIa
cebs YIBIOHY ThCS.

— Hy BoT, MHe y>e jyulle.
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Y106l COXPAaHUTh AOCTOMHCTBO, s MpHKaja kK cebe ofes1no, Belib
Ha MHe [I0 CHX TI0p 6bIIa TOJBKO OfIHA COPOYKa.

— TBoe maThbe y)ke BBICOXJIO, — 3aMeTuI Peiid. — f Mmory momous
Tebe HaZIeTh ero.

f ycraBuiach Ha cBoe cBa/le0HOE IIaThe, pacCcTeJeHHOe Ha KaMHE.
BarpoBbie KpacKy MHOTOUMCIEHHBIX IOCKYTKOB TKaHU CTMBAIUCH BO-
eauHo. Torzia B peke ero Bec yTAHYJI MEHS [0/ BOAY U €/IBa He MoryOuJI.
V1 eAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO S MOTJIa BUJETH, T/ Ha HEro Terepb, 6611 Ko-
Mu3ap. Sl CHOBa OIIYyTHJIA, KaK €ro PyKHU MIPOBOJASAT [0 MOUM, OO'bSIBIISAS
MeHS CBOel cO6CTBEHHOCTHIO.

YBepeHa, OHM [TOYYBCTBOBAJIU MO€E HEXeJIaHUe Ha/IeBaTh €ro CHO-
Ba, HO BBIOOpA y MeHs He 6b1y10. MBI BCE CIIAC/IUCh, UMeS TOJIBKO TO, YTO
OBLIO HA HAC.

— VY MeHA B ceJleJIbHOM CyMKe eCTh 3alacHas mapa IITaHOB, —
npeanokui Jxeo.

OppHH B HEJOyMEHUH BhITapallyI Ha HETO IJ1a3a.

— 3anacHble OITaHbI, CEPbE3HO?

CBeH 3aKaTuJ Iyiasa.

— Hy KoHEeYHO e, y Tebs eCThb 3alacHbIe ITaHBbL.

— MoxHO OTpe3aTh OKY OT IJIaThs U COOPYAUTH U3 Bepxa pybari-
Ky, — MmoAXBaTuI TaBHIIL.

Ka3asnoch, UM BCeM He TepIeoch 3aHATh ce0s 4YeM-TO ellle, TEM,
YTO OTBJIEKJIO OBl X OT 6oJsiee HACYIU[HON 061eit mpobiaembl. OHU
JPY?KHO ABUHYJINCH K BBIXOZY.

— IMocToiiTe, — BOCKJIUKHYA 5. [TapHU OCTaHOBUJIMCH HA TOJIY-
mrare. — §I xoTesa ckasaTh cracu6o. Pefid roBopuI, 4TO Bl — JyUIINeE
u3 conzar Jlaapbpeka. Ho Temeph s 1 cama BHIKY, YTO OH HUCKOJIBKO
He npeyBennyuBaj. — fI mepesesa B3 Ha CBeHa. — M mpocTH, 4TO
TrPO3UJIaCh CKOPMUTH TBOE JIUI[O0 CBUHbBSIM.

CBeH yCMeXHYJICA.

— Hy, Toro Tpe6oBaiu 06CTOATENHCTBA, Ballle BHICOYECTBO, — OTO-
3BaJICS OH U ITOKJIOHUJICS.

* % %

A ycrpousnach Mexkay Hor Peiida u mpuciioHuIach K ero rpyAu. Ero
PYKU OOHSLIIN MEHsI, Hac 060UX HAKPBLIO MO€E 0Zes1710. MBI PACIIONOKU-
JIUCh Y YCTh MelepH U ceifuac 11060BaIuch TOPHEIM Xpe6TOM, HabJTIO-
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Jasi, Kak MeXX/y ero BepIiMHaMH OIyCKaeTcs colHIle. Ha3BaTh 3TOT
3aKaT MpeKpacHbIM ObLIO0 HUKAK Heb3s. He60 GBLIO TYMaHHO U Cepo,
a Ha/l ropaMH HaBucaja MpadHas mejieHa 06JIaKoB, HO BCE XKE T/e-TO
TaM OBLJI HALII JOM.

{1 okazajsach HAMHOTO cjabee, YeM JymaJia, v, POU/si HECKOJIbKO
11aTOB CAMOCTOSITENBHO BIIYOb MEIIEPHI, YTOOH YEAUHUTHCS, PYXHY-
sa'y creHsl. TaM g U cZiesiajia CBOH Ziesia, HO MMOTOM MPHUIILIOCh CHOBA
mo3BaTh Petida, 4TO6GBI OH TIOMOT MHE BepHYThCsI. OH MOAXBAaTUI MEHS
Ha PyKH, CJIOBHO 5 HUYEro U He BECUJIA, a 3aTeM MPUHEC CI0Za; 5 0-
TpOCHJIa ero MoKa3aTh, re Mbl. Ho Bce, YTO s MOTJ/Ia BUAETDH HA TIPOTS-
JKEHUU MHOTUX MUJIb TIepe/; Co60¥, — TOJIbKO O€eJI0€e MOJI0THO, TTeH3aK,
NpeobpasuBIINICS BCETO 38 OZHY CHEXKHYIO HOYb.

Korza mocieguuii oT6aecK COJHIIA Morac, y MeHs CJaBUJIO TOp-
0. Bosibilie MHe GBLIO HE HAa YeM COCPEZOTOYUTHCA, U TIepe] Iyia3aMu
CHOBa 3aMeJTbKau o6passbl. fI Buzesna cobcTBeHHOe TuIo. Kak s Moria
MpeACTaBUTh COOCTBEHHOE HCITyraHHOe BeIpakeHue? Ho s Bugesna
ero — Bu/ejIa TaK, O6yATo JUYHO HabIIoana 3a MPOUCXOAANIIUM C Ka-
KOM-TO BBICOKOM TOYKH. BEITH MOXKET, Zia’ke ¢ MO3UIUHU 60ra, KOTOPHIi
MOT BMEIIAThCSA B IPOUCXoAsIiee. S MpOKpy4YnBasia B rOJIOBe KaXK/AbIH
CBOI IIAar, MMBITAsACh IMOHATH, YTO sI MOIVIA WJIM YTO JOJKHA Oblia cze-
JIaThb TIO-ZPYTOMY.

— DTO He TBOA BUHA, JIudA, — BHE3aIHO npousHec Peiid, c10BHO
yrsageB o6pa3 AcTep B MOUX MBIC/ISAX. — CBeH GBI TOT/IA Ha IJIOMAH,
¥ OH BU/IEJI, YTO MTPOU3OIILIO. Thl HUYETO HE MOTJIA CAENAaTh.

Mos rpyzb BCTpeleHyIach, U s MOJaBUia philaHue. Y MeHs elre
He OBbLII0 BO3MOKHOCTH OILIaKaTh ee. BhLIo b HECKOTBKO BCXJIUIIOB
HeBepHs, a TOTOM 5 3aKo0J1051a Komu3apa, 1 Bce BBIIILIO U3-1I0/ KOHTPOJIA.

Pyxka Pefida o of1es1ioM meperenach ¢ MOe.

— Xouelirb, MOTOBOPUM 06 3TOM? — MPOIIEINTA OH, TIPUKUMASACH
K MOeH IIjeKe.

Ho s He 3Hasa KaK. CIUIIKOM YK MHOTO 4YBCTB IIEPETIOTHSIO MOU
pasyMm. BuHa, pocTb U gaxke obyerieHrue — OrpoMHoOe 6e3ycIoBHOE
obJieryeHue OTTOTO, YTO 5 ObLIA ellle JKUBa, 4To Pelid u ero soau Ku-
BBI; 671aT0ZJapHOCTD 3a TO, YTO 51 ObLTa ceifuac 37iech, B 00BATUAX Peii-
¢da. YTo MBI MOy IUIU BTOPOU IIaHC. Ha ydiyro KOHIJOBKY, KOTOPYIO
OH MHe u ob6erma. Ho yxe Ha cleAyIOlIeM BAOXe MeHS 3aXJIeCTHYyIa
BOJIHA BUHBI 3@ 3T YyBCTBa. Kak s MOI/Ia MCIIBITHIBATh OOJIErYeHuE,
Korza Actep 6bla MepTBa?
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Bo MHe cHOBa BcnbIxHYIa ApocTh Ha Komusapa. On mepms. A cama
ybuna ezo.

U ¢ KaXXJpIM yZapoM CepAlla 5 jKejaja, YTOObI ero MOXKHO OBLIO
yOuTh elle pas, ABa pasa, TpH...

— Mowu MBICIH HOCATCA 110 KpyTYy, Pelid, — mpousHecsna 1. — Kax
MITHUIBL, 3aITyTaBIINE MEXAY CTPONMIIL. U KaxeTcs, OyATO HET MyTH,
4YTOOBI BBIOPAThCS OTCIO/IA, HET OKOH, Yepe3 KOTOPble MOXKHO OBbLIO
6B BBLIETETh Ha BOJIO. B Moeli royoBe HeT crioco6a Bce UCIIPABUTh.
Ecnu 6HI 1...

— Ecam 651 THI yTO? OcTasnack B BeHze? Brinuia 3amysx 3a Komu-
3apa? Crajia Obl ero IpopokoM? BToskoBbIBasa 661 ACTEP €ro JIOXKb
[I0 TEX TIOP, TTOKA OHA He cTasia Obl TAKOH Ke TPA3HOM, KaK U OHU BCe?
[Ipu ycIOBUH, YTO THI IPOXKMIIA OBbI TaK ZIOT0, KOHEUHO. JIus, AcTep pa-
6oTasna B CaHKTyMe. [l oHa Bcerga Oblyia B IIIaTe OT ONACHOCTH — elIle
3a/10/IT0 /IO TOT'O, KaK Ty/ia Ilolaja Thl.

S BcmomHUIIa cyoBa Actep, uTo B CAaHKTyMe BCloZy HeGe30macHo.
[ToaTOMY OHa TaK XOPOIIIO 3HaJIa ero CEKPETHRIE TYHHEIH. YTOObI Beer-
Jla IMEeTh BO3MOXXHOCTb OBICTPO cOexaTh. BOT TOJIBKO B 3TOT pa3 oHa
criacasa He cebs, a MeH.

U uepm 803bMU, A 0019cHA 6bLa 3mo npedgudems!

JlomxHa 6bLIa 3HATh, YTO OHA MeHs He TOCayIiaet. 1 Besena ei
HU/TH JIOMOMH, HO, KOHEYHO K€, 3TOI'0 0Ka3aJa0Ch HEJZOCTATOYHO. AcTep
Bcerzia XoTesa OBITh B I'yle cOOBITUH. Beersa cTpemMuniach yroauTh.
Byzb To ropzoe Bpy4eHHe MHE HAUUIIeHHBIX O0THHOK, PUCKOBaHHAsA
BBIJIA3Ka 33 CTAPOM KHUIOU B IIOZI3eMeJsIbe, COIPOBOXKAEHNE MEH:
110 TYHHEJSIM WJIU COKPBITHE MOEro HOXa B HOYHOM T'OpIIKe — OHa
BCerja xoTejia MHe IIOMOYb. «fl yMelo 'POMKO CBUCTETb», — CKasaja
OHa TOor/a, ¥ 3TO ObLyIa ee Mpochba KO MHe, YTOOBI OCTaThCs. ACTep Tak
JKaXKgasa Jr00ro...

[MTanca. Ja, eil HyxceH 6bL1 MObKO waHc. Jlydinast KOHIIOBKA, 4eM
Ta, 4TO OblJIa HaIMcaHa i Hee. «CKaxuTe MoeMy barle, 4To 5 cTapa-
Jlach, TOCIoXa». Eff HyKeH ObLI IIaHC PaCHOpSAAUTHCS COOCTBEHHOMN
cyzbboii. OfHaKO A1 Hee, B OTJIMYKE OT MeHs, mober O6bl1 HEBO3MO-
JKEeH.

— Ona nmpuHecsa MHe Ki1to4, Peiid. Ona moma B komHaTy Komu-
3apa ¥ IIPOCTO B3sJIa ero. A eciu OBl 1 He IIOIIPOCHIIA €ee...

— JIudA, He TOJIBKO Thl COMHEBAeIlIbCA B CBOUX pelleHuAX. f mpo-
11eJ1 MHOTO MUJIb ¢ TO6OM Ha pyKaX, MOJyMepTBOH. M ¢ KaXAbIM IIa-
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