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[TPOJIOT"

BIXOZA He OBLIO... He OBLJIO... He OBLIO...

BoKpyr cMBIKajICA Mpak ero TeMHUIbl. Hu 1re-

BeJIBHYTBCS, HU JIaXKe BJJOXHYTb... Kak 3TO MOTJI0
CIyIUTHCA? YUTO 32 IO IbIe MeJIKMEe TBAPU YXUTPUJINCH
ero U3JIOBUTH? ['PBI3yHBI, U3JIOBUBIINE BeJnKaHa! DTo
»Ke HeBO3MOKHO...

O HaKO TaK ¥ IIPOU3OIILIO.

XoTesloch eMy B3peBeTh, Jla He BHIILIO. Bripouewm,
3/leCh U 3ByKa-TO He CylllecTBOBaJIO. beaMosBue cBoau-
Jio ¢ yma. Hy»xHo ocBo6oauThCs! JloKeH e ObITh XOTh
KaKOU-TO ITyTh K OErCTBY...

W TYyT BOKPYT BCIBIXHYJI CJIETAITUN U3yMPY/IHO-3€-
JieHbIH cBeT. C MyKaMu, C OOJIbIO BRIPBAHHBIN U3 3aTO-
yeHUs, IlepeHeCeHHBI BOBHE, OH IPOH3UTEJIBHO 3a-
BU3XKaJL

Ho Bckope BU3r ero mepemniesa B MOTy4YUU peB 00-
JIeTYeHUsI, CMEeIIaHHOTO C APOCThIO, U OH IIUPOKO pac-
IIPaBUJI BeJIUKOJIENHble CBepKalollue KpbLIbfA. Ero
HUCIIOJIMHCKOE TeJIO IIBeTa MOPCKOM CHHEeBBI 3aIO0JIHU-
JIO HOBOe TIofI3eMeJibe, B KOTOPOM OH OKa3aJICs, IIOYTU
LIeJINKOM. BIIOJIb CIMHBI U 0TO JiOa K 3aTBLIKY, TOYHO
rpebGeHb, YKpaUIAOUUN IIJIEM ITOJKOBO/IA, B3[IBIOH-
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JIUCh UIJIACTO-OCTPBIe, IIPO3PAaYHble, TOUHO XPYCTaJlb,
mubl. OrpoMHBIe, Mepramlnye 6eJTu3HON chepbl —
CKOpee, »KeMYY)KUHBI, 4eM IJla3a — OLIAJeJN IIPO-
CTOPHYIO ITeliepy, ITOJIHYI0 KAMeHHBIX 3yObeB, TOpYa-
IIUX U3 IIOJYKPYIJIOrO CBOJA XU HEPOBHOIO IIOJIA.

BoT TyT-TO HeOOPBI B3IJIAJ €To U I1aJl Ha MeJIIO3Ty,
OCMEeJIMBILYIOCA — HeBeJOMO Kak! — IoWMarh B JIO-
BYILIKY €rO, CTOJIb MOI'y4ero. Pa3oM OKyTaBIIUCH IIO-
JIYIIPO3PavYHOM aMeTUCTOBOU aypOM, OH B IIPaBeJHOM
THeBe B3peBell:

— THycHole uepsauuwiku! HuumoxncHole nodivie 2pem-
aunsbl! Tax 3mo évl nocmenu cdesams U3 33epaxy 36epyuKy
8 Kaemxe?!

Cronno 33epaky BBIKPDUKHYTH BCe 3TO, TeJIO €To,
u 6e3 Toro 6ecIIOTHOe, C/IeJIaJIoCh IIpo3pavyHee ITPesK-
Hero, IJ1a3a, He MUTas1, B3UPaJIX Ha HeOOIBIIOH OTP
CO3/IaHUU, CYMEBIINX €TI0 M3JI0BUTh. DTU YPOAJINBBIC
KOPOTBIIIKY MOIJIA GBI COUTH 32 HECKOJIBKO CILTIOCHY-
TBIX JpeHeeB, HO Koe-T7ie OBLIU IOKPBITHI IIePCTHIO,
a Koe-IJle — Jellyel. BpoHA, IJIaly ¢ KaIlIOIIOHAMH,
6e300pa3Hble IIaCTU ITOJIHBI OCTPBIX 3y0OO0B, I71a3a Kpac-
HBI, KaK pacKaJIeHHasd JIaBa... ¥ IBHAA yIpo3a C ero CTo-
POHBI OTYEr0-TO He BHyIIIaeT UM HaJJIeXKalllero cTpaxa.

Bupsa Bce 370, 33epaKy IMOHAJ: O JPAKOHAX IIyCTOTHI
OHU He 3HAIOT II0YTU HUYETO.

— TI'nycnole uepssuuwku! HuumoxcHole nodivle 2pemil-
Hbl! — IIOBTOPUJI OH.

Bce Testo ero 3arpernaso, 6peI3Ka paspAgaMU MOJI-
HUU TOTO K€ AWBHOIO IIBeTa, YTO U OH CaM. 33epaKy
ITOJTHAJI KOTTUCTYIO JIAIly, OY/TO 3aTeM, YTOObI CTePeTh
3TUX HUYTOXKECTB B IIOPOLIOK, U MOJIHUA TYT K€ PBa-
HYJIaCh BIIEpeJ,.
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CrpaHHOe [eso: paspAAbl IPOLLIM MHUMO IeJIH,
B IIOCJIETHUI MOMEHT Orubas MeJIto3ry CTOPOHOH. B To
»Ke camMoe BpeMsA ITOCpeAu Jiba KaXkJIOro KapJyinKa Ha
MUT BCITBIXHYJIA, 3aMepliajia KaKasa-To CTPaHHas pyHa.

[TneHeHHBIN APAKOH IIyCTOTHI HeMeJJIsi HaHeC HO-
BBIM yZap, OJTHAKO Ha Cey pa3 pa3psAAbl MOJHUU yJia-
PUJIU B 3eMJII0 80Kpye ero MyuuTeseid. OCKOJIKYU KaMH A
OPBI3HYJIN BO BCE€ CTOPOHBI, & BMeCTe C HUMH C IIUIIe-
HUeM, C PbIKOM OTJIeTeJIN IIPOYb U MeJIKUe TBapu. Bot
Tak-To. [Ipyroe gero.

— T'HycHble uepsguuku! 33epaky ecex eac npuxjon-
Hem, KaK myx!

C aTUMU CJIOBAaMHU OH IIPU3BAJI Ha IIOMOIIH cebe elre
Oosnbuie cuia. Ha rpyau ero B3AY/IHCH IPOXOJAIIe
KpeCT-HaKpeCcT TeMHO-CUHUe >XWJIbl, MOJIHUU 3aTpe-
LIAJIU C YIBO@HHOU POCTBIO.

Bapyr ero JjieByr IlepelHIOI JIAIly 3aXJIeCTHYJa
reTsel, CIaBuIIa o 60U IPOYHAs HUTH CepeOpUCTOn
SHEPTUU, TTOSIBUBIIASACS OTKY/IA-TO COOKY.

V3ymyIeHHBIN, 33epaKy pa3oM 3a0bLI O 3aJyMaH-
HOU aTake. /JI[pakOH IIYCTOTBI — CYILIeCTBO M3 YUCTOU
SHEPTUU, U HUTD JIOJDKHA ObLIA TPOCKOIB3HYTh CKBO3b
HEro, KaK CKBO3b... CKBO3b IIyCTOTY! XOTeJI OH IIepPeKy-
CUTH 3Ty HUTH, HO JIMIIb IIOJIYYMJI }KeCTOKUH IeTI0K
1o 3ybaM, a Jjlarma TeM BpeMeHeM OOBHCJIA, OOMSAKIIA,
Pa30M yTPaTUB BCIO CUILY.

EZiBa 5TO MpOM30I1LI0, HA APYTOU NepeiHel Jiate 3a-
TAHYJIACh ellle OHa TOYHO TaKas Xke HUTb. JlepHyII 33e-
PaKy, HO TIIETHO: TOHKAas BOJIIIeOHAS HUTh OKa3aJ1ach
HeOObIYaHO ITPOYHA.

Teno pgpakoHa IIyCTOTHI pPa3AysaoCh, IPHUOABUIIO
B BesinunHe. OTYeTVIMBO IIPOCTYIIaBIINe HA HeM CUHUe
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YKUWJIBI CZIeJIAJIUCh IIOYTH YePHBIMH, a caM 33epaKy CTaJl
IIpo3pavHee IIPeXXHEero, OyATO PACTBOPUJICS B TYMAaHe.

CepebpucTble HUTH BCIIBIXHYJIIU.

B3peBeB oT 6o, 33epaky PyXHYJ Ha IIOJ Ielile-
PBL — C TPOXOTOM, CJIOBHO CO3/laHUe U3 KOCTeH U ILJIO-
TU. [10 KaMHIO 3a3MEUIUCH TPEIIVHEL.

JIBoe 13 KPOXOTHBIX TBapel, IIPOBAJIMBIINCH B OT-
KPBIBIIYIOCA PpacCelnHy, KyBBIDKOM IIOJIeTeJId Ha-
BCTpeuy HeMuHyeMoul rubesn. OcTajibHbBIe, He 00-
PaTUB Ha y4yacTh TOBApUIel HUKAKOr0 BHUMAaHUA,
IIYCTUJIM B XOJ ellle TIapy cepeOpsAHBIX HUTe. [lo -
TepO KOPOTBIIIEK, Pa3OM YXBAaTHUBIIUXCA 3a KAKIYIO,
B3MaXHYJIU 3JI0BeIIMMU TOKAMU CUJIbI, TOYHO TUTAHT-
CKUMU Ou4YaMU. B3MBIB HaJ CITUHOU 33epaKy, KOHIIbI
HUTel 6e30I1O0YHO JIeTJIU Ha II0JI 110 TY CTOPOHY ero
TeJa, a TaM OBLIYN IOAXBAaYeHbl U HAJIEXKHO IIPUTBOXK-
JleHbl K 3eMJie MaJIeHBKUMH KaMeIIKaMU-U3yMpy/a-
MU. HUTH BCIIBIXHYJIN, U BCE €0 TeJIO BHOBbH OITAJINJIO
MY4YUTEeIbHON O0JIBIO.

— Ocgobodume 33epaky! — B3peBeJI JPaKOH IIyCTO-
ThI. — Ocgobodume mens!

HoBble HUTM 3aCTaBUJIN JPAKOHA PACIIIACTAThCA 110
nory. Kak 33epaky HU ITPOTUBUJICS, BOJIIIEOHBIE Ty THI
KpPeIIKO JiepsKaJii ero B y37e.

YemryiiyaTble KOPOTBHIIIKU 3aCyeTUJIUCh BOKPYT,
IpU0OAaBJIAA K IIyTaM HOBBIE )KyTKUe HUTHU, OfHY 3a JPY-
r'OM, II0Ka He OIJIeJIU JPAaKOHA ITYCTOTHI YeM-TO HaIlo/0-
Ore KoKoHa. Kaskass HUTH BIIMBAJIACh B TEJIO, OOXKUTast
U B TO JXe caMoe BpeMs 3aMopakuBas. OT 60U u po-
CTU 33epaKy 3aBU3KaJl, HO, YTO ObI OH HU IIPeAIIpUHU-
MaJl, U3MEeHUTb II0JIOKeHNe K JIy4IlleMy He y1aBaJIoCh.
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OueBUIHO, COMHEBAACh B IIPOYHOCTHU €r0 y3, MeJ-
KUe TBapy IIPOJOJDKAIN JINXOPALOIHYIO CyeTy, BIOH-
JIU B TIOJI U3yMPY/, 32 U3yMPy/IoM, 6e3 KOHIJa ITOIIpaB-
JIAsL HUTH, 4eM HepeIKO IIPUYUHAJIU JPAKOHY IIyCTOThI
HOBble MyKU. OfWH, BUJA €T0 CTPafaHUsA, 3JI0PaZHO
3aXUXUKaJL.

B aToro-ro myuutesnsa 33epaky, HAaKOHell, U CyMeJl
IIyCTUTh IIOCJIeJHUN CTyCTOK 3Hepruu. OKyTaHHa:d
YepHOM CWJIOM, TBaphb 3aBepellasia B HaJJleKalleM
yoKace, a Marus JpaKoHA IIyCTOTHI pa3zaBuia IJIeHU-
TeJI B KPOBaBOe MECUBO, TYT XKe U 3aTBepJeBlliee, IIpe-
BpaTUBIIeeCs B yTOJbHO-YePHBIA KPUCTAJLIL.

Eme omHa HUTH HeMeZJid INepexJIeCTHYJIA MODZLY,
IIPUTAHYB ee K noyy. Kak H1 IpOTUBUIICA 3TOMY CBep-
KaIOIIUU UCIIOJINUH, ero 4eJI0CTHU OKa3aJINUCh CBA3aHBI
TaK ke KPeIIKO, KaK U BCe TeJIo.

[TrreHUTEIN TIPOJNOJIKAIN IIIHBIPATD U3 YIJIA B YTOJI
OI'POMHOM IIelllephl, CJIOBHO ObI B HEMaJIOH TpeBore, HO
MBICJIAMY, OY/ITO OHA XOTh KaK-HUOY/b CBA3aHA C HUM,
33epaky 60JIbllle He 000JIBIIAJIC. 3aAIIUIIEB OT JOCATbI
(mpaBza, CTAHYBIIAA YeJIIOCTA HUTH 3aIUIyIIMJIA [IUIIe-
Hbe), OH CHOBA ITOITPOOOBAJI OCBOOOAUTHCA.

U cHOBa BCe ero cTapaHu:A IIPOIAIN BIIYCTYIO.

BHe3anmHO IIpu3eMUCThIe YelllyiyaTble TBAapU IIpe-
pBaIu TPYABI M BCe KAaK OJHA YCTAaBUJIUCh KyJAa-TO
B CTOpOHY. Ha 4T0? DTOro fpakoH IMyCTOTHI Pa3IIAleThb
He CyMeJI, HO Cpa3y IOYYBCTBOBAJ IPUOIIDKEHNe He-
KOero HOBOI'O CyIIeCTBa — CYIeCTBa HEBEPOATHO MO-
I'yIIeCTBEHHOTIO.

BoT OH, ero ICTUHHBIY IJICHUTEJIb...

Bce BOKpyr B OJaroroBefiHOM YyrKace Iajyd HUII.
Yurent 33epaky JOCTUT JIeTKUU 1IOpoX. [loxkanyi, oH
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6oJIpIlle BCero HAaIIOMUHAJ IIeJiecT BeTpa, HO APAKOH
IIYCTOTHI 3HAJL: B 3TO TPEKJIATOE Io/[3eMesibe He IIPOo-
HUKHYTbh HUKaKUM BeTpaM.

— IIpekpacHo, mpeKpacHO, MOU CKapAUHEL. fl BaMu
ZIOBOJIBHA.

DTOT roJIoc, HeCMOTPA Ha BCe ero XKeHCKoe 04apoBa-
HUe, KOCHYJICS TOTO, YTO 3aMEeHSJIO JPAKOHY IIYCTOTHI
JYIY, TOYHO CTYJeHeUIINU JIe .

— IlpukazaM OHU IOBHHYIOTCSA IIPOCTO Ha CJa-
By, — C ABHBIM IIpe3peHHeM K YellyWdaThIM TBapsIM
OTKJIMKHYJICSI BTOPOU T'OJIOC, CKOpee, MY>KCKOU. — Bort
TOJIBKO XPU3aJIYHOBOE Y3WJIUINE OTKPBLIU CIUIIKOM
PaHO, MOsI TOCIIOKa. 3Beph e/iBa He yIIIel.

— OO0 2TOM He CTOMJIO BOJTHOBaThCA. [lomaB croza,
eMy yKe He YUTH.

JKeHCKUI TOJNOC 3BydYas Bce OJIMDKe U OJIVDKe...
U BCKOpe B II0JIe 3peHUs 33epaKy IMOABUJIACh KPOXOT-
Had purypka. bireTHOKOKa s )KeHIIHA B 00JIeTaoneM
IUIaThe IIB€TA HOYHOI'O MpPAaKa OCTAHOBUJIACH, YTOD
paccMoTpeTh ero U, B CBOIO o4yepeflb, IIO3BOJIUTh eMy
paccmoTpeTs cebs. [Ipu Buie 3TOM KeHIIUHBI 33epaKy
Cpasy »Ke BCIOMHWJIACH APyras — Ta, YTO IIBITAJIACh
C HUM IOJPY>XUTHCS, TIOKA3aTh €My YTO-TO ITOMUMO
abCOTIIOTHOTO XaocCa, OKPY>KaBIIIero ero B 3eMJIAX, Ha-
3bIBaeMbIX HEKOTOPBIMU 3arpenesbeM. OMHAKO Apa-
KOH ITYCTOTBI AIBCTBEHHO 4YSJI, YTO CYIIEeCTBO TO, XOTh
U TIOXO)Kee Ha Ty, KOTO OH BCIOMHUJ, B HEKOTOPBIX
OTHOIIEHUX, BeChbMa U BechbMa OTJIMYAeTCs OT Hee BO
BCEM OCTAJIbHOM.

JTUHHBIE, YepHBIe, KAK CMOJIb, BOJIOCHI BOZOIIAIOM
TeKJIU 10 ee IIeyaM. K mjeHeHHOMY 3Bepio OHa CTO-
sna 60koM, OyATo He obpamias Ha HETO0 0COOOro BHU-
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MaHUs, HO 33epaKy IIPeKPacHO 3HaJI: 3TO BOBCE He TaK.
OOpalieHHBIN K APAKOHY IIYCTOTHI, ee MPOGUIb ObLI
OesyIpeuyeH U Jla’ke IIPEBOCXOAMII KPACOTOM JIUIIO ero
JlaBHeU O PYTH.

BoT TO/IBKO M3-T107, ee MOJIYOITyIleHHBIX BeK Ha 33e-
PaKy IIOBefJIO TAKUM XOJIOLOM, YTO HCIIOJIMH CHOBA
PBaHYJICA Ha BOJIIO.

YTOJIKU ee aJIbIX I'yO U30THYJIUCH KBEPXY.

— Tebe HU K Y€MYy TaK yTPYXKJAThCsl, MAJIEHbKUN
MoM. Jlyume ycTpolics-Ka moynoOHee. B KoHIle KOH-
LIOB... 1 BeIb BCETO JIUIIIh JOMOM Tebs ITpUBeJIa.

He HaxoguBIINH B ee CJIOBAX HU MaJIeHIIIero CMBIC-
J1a, 33epaKy PBAJICSA, PBAJICSA U3 BOJIIIEOHBIX Y3, PBAJICS
0eXaTh... 6eXKaTh MoJjaJIbIlle OT KPOXOTHOMU YKeHIIIMHBL,
OTYero-TO BHYIIABIIeN eMy TaKOU CTpax.

A >KeHIIIMHA IIOBEPHYJIaCh K HEMY JIUIIOM, OTYero
33epaky cJies1aJoCh BUJHO, YTO JieBas CTOPOHA ee JINIA
IIPUKPBITA IIeJIKOBOM ByaJibl0 — BYyaJIbl0, OTKUHYB-
LIeNcsa IPU MOBOPOTe B CTOPOHY POBHO HACTOJIBKO,
YTOOBI APAKOH IIYCTOTBHI CMOT Pa3mIAZeTh U yrKacalo-
IIyI0 000XKKEHHYIO IJIOTh IO/ ITOJIYIIPO3PAYHOM TKa-
HBIO, U 3UAIONIYIO AbIPY Ha MeCTe BTOPOTO IJIa3a.

KoneuHo, B CpaBHeHNY C TPOMAJION ApaKOHA IyCTO-
TBHI OHA ObLJIa — YTO IEeCUMHKA, OTHAKO BUJ] ee U3ypo-
JIOBAHHOI'O JIMIIA YCUJIUJ TPEBOTHU 33ePaKy B THICAUY
Kpar. XOTeJOCh JIMIIb OJHOIO: OKa3aThCA KaK MOKHO
JAJIbIlle M HUKOTZA OOJIbIlle He BUIETh STOTO 3PEJIUIIA.
Jla, Byasb, OIIyCTUBIIVCH, IPUKPBLIA O00MCKEHHYIO
KOXXY, OZJHAKO JPAaKOH IYCTOTHI IO-TIPeKHEMY Yy
TaAIMANCA IO, HeI0 y»Kac U 3J10.

3110, 3aTMeBaBIIee cOOOI BCe, UTO eMy J0BEJIOCH II0-
BU/JIaTh B 3amipefiesibe.
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KenmruHa ysreI6Hy1ach elre mupe. Kazanocs, ee xo-
JIOJTHAS YJIBIOKA BOT-BOT BBIMJIET 3a IPeeIbl JIUIA.

— Celtuac Tebe JIydlie BCETO OTAOXHYTh, — IIPOTO-
BOpUJIa OHA TOHOM, IIOZpa3yMeBaBIINM IIOBUHOBEHUe.

33epaky TyT >Ke HayaJ TepATh CO3HAHUe.

— Ortppixail, — po6aBuIa OHa, — U HUYEro He
CTPalllUCh... B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, Tellepb ThI CPelyu POj-
HBIX, TUTS MOe.



['JIABA TIEPBAA

aK OBICTPO BpeMs JIeTUT, KOT/Ia YXUTPsIelIb-
<<KCH JOKUTB [0 CTOJIb IIPEKJIOHHOI'O BO3pac-

Ta», — IIOAyMaJI HeKTO B JUIMHHBIX OJlesIHU-
AX, CUJISI B YKPOMHOM TOPHOH obuTtesnu U 0603peBas
BeCh MUD, OTPAKeHHBIN B O@CKOHEYHOU 4yepefie Mep-
LAIOMUX LIAPOB, IIAaPUBIIMX BOKPYTL. [Io MaHOBeHUIO
PYKH co3zaTesis Mapbl CKOJIB3HYIN BIOJIb CTE€H HCIIO-
JINHCKUX OBaJIbHBIX IIOKOEB, U TOT, YTO OBLI eMy HY-
’K€H, OCTAaHOBMJICA IlepeJ; HUM, IIPAMO HaJl OLHUM U3
pAZla IbeecTaoB, BBUICIIJIEHHBIX IIPU IIOMOIU KOJI-
JIOBCTBA M3 CTaJIaTMUTOB, HEKOIJ|a HAIIOJHABIINX IIe-
mepy. Kaszanocs, HaJl IOLHOXbEM KaXKI0r0 IIbelecTaa
IIOTPYAMJICA Pe3el] MCKYCHOIO CKYJIBIITOpPA — CTOJIb
COBepIIeHHBI ObLIN UX JUHUU U yIIbl. OTHAKO OJIMKe
K BeplINHe BCe OHU IIpeBpallajnch, CKOpee, B HEUTO
BpOJie Ipe3 CIIALIero, 4eM B IIPOU3BeJIeHUA JesloBede-
CKHUX PYK. B 3TUX rpesax, B UX IPpUYYJJIUBBIX QOpMax,
YyBCTBOBAJIMCh HAMEKU Ha JIPAKOHOB, Ha IyXOB, a BeH-
4aJIo KaXK[ bl U3 IIbeIeCTaJIOB YTO-TO HallOMUHaBIIee
OKaMeHEeBIIYIO PYKY C JUINHHBIMH, )KUJIMCTBIMU I1aJIb-
IIaMH, IIOAHATHIMU K IIOTOJIKY U €/1Ba He KaCaBIIMMUCH
napsuiel Hai HUMU chephl.



