


— Oren Hamt HeGecHbiit, nait MHe cui, naii Mue Boau. I1ycThb
pyKa MosI He 3HaeT IpomMaxa, ycTh Cep/Lie HE 3HAET XKaloCTU. 3a-
muTt, OTel, OT NPOKJISATUHN U SITOB, OT BEAbMUHBIX B3TJISII0B,

OT MOpOKa U I0poKa, OT...

OHa npucayianacs.

Jlec cnan. Betep He TpeBOXWII IMCTBY, TBApYM HE PHICKAJIM B Tpa-
Be, HO BO3/1YX €/1Ba 3aMETHO ToAparuBai.

[IpurHyBIIKCH, OHA TIPOKpPajach BIOJIb OXPAHHOTO Kpyra, BbI-
HMCKUMBAs IJlazaMu TOTEM-U0JI, IO IepXKuBatouii ero cuiy. He to,
He To, He To... BoT oH!

— Oren Ham HeGecHBIl, — CHOBA 3allieriTajia OHa, BBIHMMAas
HOX, — Iaii MHe cuJI, naif MHe Boiu. I1lycTh pyka MosT He 3HaeT
npomMaxa, IyCTh cepalie He 3HaeT xKajJaocTu. 3amutu, Otel, —
IBIIIAaTh CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE TPYAHEE, — OT MPOKJIATUIN U SA10B,
OT BEbMUHBIX B3TJISIAOB, OT MOPOKA U MOPOKa, OT CJIOBA JYPHO-
ro, OT...

CxaB B pyke uaoJjia, OHa akKypaTHO BOH3MJIa B HET0o OJiecTsIee
B IIOJIyMpake je3Bue. Ha mep6aToii moBepXHOCTU (DUTYPKU BBICTY-
MUJIY TYCThIE KarJu TeMHOI KpoBU. Ee 3amax mekoTal HO31Ipu.

JBepb BeAbMHUHOM M30bI IIPUBETINBO paclIaxHyJjach.

OHa MorJ1a BOITH IIPSIMO ceifyac, He JoXKUaasach Jlapus, u CTONK-
HYTBHCS C BEIbMOI JIUIIOM K JIUILY.

HacTonpko nu oHa 6e3paccynHa? Jla, MOXXHO HE COMHEBAThCSI.

[lepemarayB yepe3 HEBUAUMYIO TPaHUILY OXPaHHOTO KpyTa, OHa
MojoIa K n30e 1 Nmepenpouiruyia NporHuBIIue cTyneHu. Jlocku
2KaJJ00HO CKPUITHYJIU, IPOrHYBIIKCH IO e BecoM. OHa 3arjisiHyJjia



B 130y U BBIAOXHYJIAa — HUKOro. Ham oraem Buces KOTes, 3aaHSISA
IBepb ObLIa pacllaXxHyTa HACTEXb.

OHa nepecTynuia yepe3 pa3dpocaHHbIe Ha MOJY TPSIKU U 3a-
mIsgHyaa B Kotena. OmHOro B3riIsiga XBaTUIIO, YTOOBI IIOHSATh, YTO
cTalio ¢ MJaJIeHIIeM, TIOXUIIEHHBIM U3 IePEeBHU, — €TI0 BEIBAPUIIN,
IIpeBpaTUIM B CTYIEeHb, KOTOPBIM BEIbMBI CMa3bIBaIOT SICEHEBBIC
CYKU U METJIBI.

— Omo3pana, — MPOIIUIIEIa OHa CKBO3b 3yOBI.

IlonxBaTuB C Moyia OCTAaTKU OACXKIbI, BapHa BhIIILIA HA YIUILY.
Bricoko B HebOe Bucesa q1yHa, Npubauxaacsa BeabMUH 4yac. Ecinu
OHU XOTSIT HAWITU BEIbMY CEIOIHSI, UM HYXKHO KaK MOXHO CKOopee
JIoOpaThCsI A0 AEPEBHU.

BapHna mBbeIpHYIa ONEX 1y Ha CTOJ U yIiepiia pyKH B Ooka. [lepeBeH-
CKUIi cTapocTa, TIIEAYIIHBII, OOPIO3TIINN MYXUYOK, CKPUBUJI
TOHKUE T'yOBbl.

— He cnipaBunacs? — 1e10BUTO OCBEIOMUJICS OH.

— He cnipaBuiiach? — 9XoM OTKJIMKHYIach oHa. — BeabMma 3Ha-
Ja, yto g uay! B Baieit nepeBHe ecThb Kpbica, KOTOpasi mpeayrpe-
INJIa €€ O MOEM TOSIBJICHUH.

— Kpsicel ecTh Be3ne. — Ctapocta noxal rmjedyamu. — JJymaer-
csl MHE, 5T MOTYy Te0€ HE MJIATUTh.

— A MHe aymaeTcsi, — OHa CXBaTuJia ero 3a BOpoT pybaxu
U TIPUTSIHYJA K cebe, — YTO I MOTY CIYCTUTh Ha TeOsI CBOETO
MepTBela.

My>XUK NOOJIEHEN, €T0 B3JISIA METHYJICSI K TEMHOMY yTITy 3a €€
CIIUHOM.

— Oren Ha1 HeGecHbIii, — MpoXpuIies OH, — 3alIUTH...

Bapna oTTonkHysna ero u ckpuBuiachk. Hayuu gypaka 6ory mo-
JINThCS — OH U JI00 cebe pacinbeT, Kak U3BECTHO.

— 3oJi0TO, — MOTpeboBaja oHa.

— IlonoBUHY, — cKa3aJ cTapocTa.

M3 TeHu GecriiyMHO BBICTYTIUJI YeJIOBEK B uepHoM manie. OH
aKKypaTHO CIBUHYJ KaIMIOUIOH, TaK, YTOOBI My>KHK CYMEJI pACCMO-
TPETh €ro JINLIO, U XPUTLJIBIM T'OJIOCOM CIIPOCHIIL:

— Y Hac npo0OyieMbI?
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CrapocTta oceHu cedst KpeCTHBIM 3HaMEeHUEM U, COOpaB ocTaT-
KU1 MYXECTBa, 3aTOJIOCHUI:

— YnbIps Ha YeCTHOTO YesoBeKa CIycTUTh pentuia?! d coobury
KyZa CJIEIYET, ST HATTUIILY...

— DTO THI-TO YeCTHbIH yenoBeK? — Jlapuii onepcst Ha CTOJ U TIpU-
OIM3UIICS K TUIY CTapOCThl. — YecThlo OT TEOS U HE TTaXHET.

— Mpaunbiit B3Bon nosxeH...

— Hwudero oH Tebe He moirkeH! — pssBKHYyJa Bapwa. — JIn6o
IJ1aTH, 100 caM OTIIPaBIISICS Ha BeabM OXOTUThCsI! Ho 4TOO ThHI
3HaJ, TOJBKO BBIMACIIb U3 IEPEBHU — KaK OT T€OsI, KPOME Carlor,
HUYEro He ocTaHeTcs!

Hcnonno0Obs misinst Ha Jdapust, ctapocTa BBITAIIWI U3-3a TTa3y X1
MO3BSIKMBAIOIIU T MEeIIoUeK 1 Gpocui ero K Horam BapHBI.

— Ha! INomaBuce! M 4T06 MyXy Bamero B Moeii iepeBHE He OBIIIO!

— A Belb MOTJIM OBl MO-XOPOIlIeMY J0TOBOpUThCs. — Jlapuit
HAKJIOHWUJICS W TIOJTHSIJT KOIIIEJb.

— Benbma BepHeTcst v 3a0epeT Balux aeTeit, — ckazana BapHa. —
TwI moxxaneenb, 4TO MPOTHAJ HAC.

— Iouru mpoyb U3 MOEro AoMa, aJaMOBHI IeTH! — 3aBOITNJI
MYXHWK, OpbI33Xa CIIOHOM.

OTBecuB CTapOCTE U3/IEBATEILCKU BEXJIMBBII TTOKJIOH, Jlapuit
OTKPBLI IBepb U MpomnycTui BapHy Briepen. OHa Harpaauia ero
TSIKEJIBIM B3IJISIIOM U IIpOBOpYaJia:

— TsI cHOBa Benenb ce6s1 KAK CKOMOPOX.

— C takumu, Kak 3TOT, No-gpyromy Heub3st. He B npaky xe
JIe3Th?

— 51 OB TIpeaTIoYIa XOPOIIYIO IPaKYy.

OHa 006J10KOTHJIaCh HA KOHOBSI3b 1 YCTAJIO MOTepJia MEPEHOCUILY.
Pa3 B nepeBHe ecTh BebMa, OHU HE MOTYT yexaTh, Jaxke eClau cTa-
pocTa MOTOHUT WX (pakesIaMU U BUJTAMU.

— Ynbipem 0003Bal MeHsI, — 00MKeHHo cka3an Japuii. — Crnbl-
mraja?

— Ipenpiayiiero cTapocTy OH He MeperioHya. TBapuHa He-
MepTBasi, xa!

— Eute, moMmHUTCS, KOE-KTO 3BaJl MeHs ymepTBueM. He Tak
YK U JaJieK OH ObLJI OT UCTUHBI, BEPHO?
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BapHa mocmoTpena Ha ero u3MoXKIeHHOE JIUIO U CIIPOCHJIA:

— Korma B rmocineHMIt pa3 MBI IIPOBOIWIIN PUTYyal?

— VYXe 1 He BCIIOMHUTh. — Jlapuii MOTHSIT MOJIOUHO-0eIbIe
r7a3a K HeOy M IpUHSJICI cUuTaTh. — HecKoabKO JYH MUHYJIIO
C MPOILLJIOTO pa3a.

BapHa B3si1a ero pyKy B CBOIO M CTSIHYJA ¢ Hee nmepyarky. Ot-
pociuire KOTTH BHITJSASIN OpUTBEHHO-OCTPBIMU, IO OJIeAHOM
KOXell OyTpUINCh TEeMHBIE BEHHEI.

— KazkeTrcs, HaM cHOBa IpUAETCS HAIlacTh Ha CTAPYIIKY, —
B3IOXHYB, 3aKJII0OUMJIa OHA.

Bapna HanpsikeHHO BCMaTpuBaJiach B TEMHOTY, okKa Jlapuii mepe-
MUHAJICSI ¢ HOTY Ha HOTY Ha IMopore moKocuBIeiicss n3onl. Ha cTyk
HUKTO HE BBIIIEJ, HO BHYTPU TOYHO KTO-TO €CTh — 3a 3aTSIHYTHIM
OBIYBUM ITy3BIPEM OKHOM JIPOXKUT IIJIaMsI CBEUU.

Hapuii cHoBa poOKo rocTy4dasn. U3HyTpu JOHECIUCH IIapKalolie
1Iaru, IBepb MPUOTKpPHIJIachk, 1 BapHa yBuaesa coroeHHYI0 CTapyIl-
KY B IIyXOBOM IIJIaTKe, HAKUHYTOM Ha IMTOHUKIIKE TIJICYU.

— Kakas sscHasg HOub cerogHsi, — ckasal Jlapuit, — mooporo
Tebe Beuepa.

— Yero Hamo? — HENPUBETINBO OCBEIOMUIACH CTAPYIIIKA.

— 3amies o 3apaBUM TBOEM CIIPaBUTHCS, Y3HATh, HE HYKHO JIU
Tebe yero.

— Yyp meHs1, — mpobopmoTaa BApyr ctapymka. — Yyp! He ne-
pecTynuTh Tebe MOero mopora, He...

— I-1m1-m1... — JJapuii HaKJIOHUJICS K HEM M 3aTJISTHYJI B I10-
osnexue rinasa. — Brmyctu meHs.

3aBopOXeHHasI ero B3IJIII0M, X03siiKa OTCTyuIa. BapHa B3mox-
HyJIa, IMMOKpernye IepexBaTuia pyKosiTh KMHKaJjla U BOIIJIa B U30y
cienom 3a Jlapuem.

— Hwu xpacHoro yria, Hu UKOH, — 3aMeTuJ oH. — Kpectunu
TeOs1, KpacaBuiia?

Crapy1ka 3apaenach, CMOPIIIEHHBIE IIEKW HAJIUIUCh PYMSIHIIEM.

— He xpecTtunu, — oTBeTHUIIa OHA, IIpsiya CMYIIEHHYIO YIBIOKY.

— OKaxu MHE 4eCTh, HEe OTKaKM 3a0JIyaIIeii myIe — MOACINUCH
KPOBBIO.
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Hapuii KapTUHHO MOKJIOHUJICS, BCTAJ HA OJHO KOJICHO U B3SLJI
CTapylIKy 3a pyKy. Ta, 3aBOpoXeHHasI €ro B3MISI0M, OXHYJIA U 3a-
KUBaJa.

Bapna nmocmoTtpena Ha lapuss — ¥ TOpbKHE BOCIIOMUHAHMU S
OXWJIW, BO3Bpalllas ee B MX MpauHOe MPOIILJIoe.

OH ObLI ee ApyroM, OpaToM II0 Bepe U BO3JI00JIeHHBIM. Bee
JIETCTBO OHU BMECTE MOJIUJIUCH, NEIUJIU €1y U HEB3TO/bl, TOPOIA
Jaxe crajayd B OMHOM mocTenu. A Tenepb... OH HUKOTIa He CTaHeT
MY>XYMHOI, ero BoJIOC He TPOHET CeAMHa, JIUIIO0 He U300po3asIT
cTapyeckue MOPIIWHBI. Jlapnii MepTB yXe AeCATh JIET.

— Tol Ha MeHs m1azeeltb. — OH mocMoTpes Ha BapHy u ykaBo
yibIOHYJICS. — CUJIBHO S U3MEHUJICS 32 TIPOIIEeAINE TObI?

OHa moMopIInIach:

— Yuraeirb MOU MbICIU?

— HMHorna. — OH XecToM NOMpPOCHJI y Hee HOX. — UTo cKakellb,
Bapwa, s Bce elne crmoco0eH 3aBoeBaTh Ybe-HUOYOb cepaiie?

— Tsl kpacuB Tak Xe, Kak B TOT JIeHb, KOT/Ia TBOE CEpIlie OCTa-
HOBUJIOCh, — HEXOTSI OTBETHUJIA OHA.

— Tlepenait mue dusiry. — lapuii npotsinyn pyky. — M cmacu6o
Tebe 3a 3Ty 0€300MIHYIO JIOXKb.

Ero nuuo yxe Hauajao MeHSThCS: OJieHasi KoXa HaTsHYJach
Ha CKyJiaX, BEpXHsIsI Ty0a MPUTIONHSIaCh, 0OHAXast OCTPhIE PE3IIHI.
3aTsiHyThle TOCMEPTHO TEJICHOU I1a3a UCTICIIPUJIU aJible XKUJIKH,
Ha 1Iee MTPOCTYTUIIN TEMHBIE BEHBI.

OH poBeJ1 JIE3BUEM 10 PyKe CTapyLIKU U, TIPEXKIE YEM TTOJCTABUTD
(sKKy, TPOHYIT TTOpE3 TaIbleM. bynb x03s1iiKa JoMa KpemeHon —
MMPUKOCHOBEHUE K €€ KPOBU NMPUUMHUJIIO Obl eMY HECTEPITUMYIO OO0JTb.

Hapwnii HUKorna He HanajaaeT Ha Jwoneil. [IprHsB cBoto 3aBUCH-
MOCTb OT 4y>KO KPOBU, OH CMUPUJICS C HEW, HO OTKA3aJICS OT OXO-
THI, IPENTIOUTS €/ MITKYIO0 HACTOMYUBOCTD U Aap YOEeXKICHUS,
MOJIYYeHHBI Mocjie TEMHOTO TepepoxaeHus. Kaxapiii uenoBexk,
Y KOTOPOTO OH OpaJi KpoBb, OCTaBaJICS B JOOPOM 3IpaBUU MOCJIE ETO
BU3uTa. HackoJibKo 9TO BO3MOXHO.

— 4 enBa cabllILy CTYK €€ CepALa, — BIAPYT CKa3a OH.

— ¥ Hac HeT BpeMeHU UCKaTh KOro-To Apyroro. — BapHa mno-
CMOTpeEJIa Ha CTYCTUBIIYIOCSI TBMY 32 OKHOM.
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— W nmouemMy ThI Bcera BbIOMpaelilb CTapuKoB?

— [loToMy UTO UX CJIOXHEe BCEro oOpaTUTh B HOBYIO BEPY, —
oTpes3ajia oHa.

— A 5-To AyMaJi, UTO Thl PeBHYEIIb MEHS K IOHBIM Je€BaM, rOTO-
BbIM OECKOPBICTHO TIOACTUTHLCS CO MHOUM KPOBBIO.

OHU OOMEHSTIUCh MHOTO3HAYUTEIbHBIMUY B3MIsinaMu, dapuii
MSITKO yJIBIOHYJICS, 1 BapHe MpUIioch NPUIOKUTb YCUTHS, YTOObI
He yJbIOHYTbCS B OTBET.

— WM g Bce emie TeOe HE OTBpaTUTEICH?

— WMHorna, — cka3aja oHa, — Korja 3a0bIBaelllb, UTO Te0e HYX-
HO MUTb KpoBb. [ToTOpomnuck, TyHa yke B3olLIa.

Hapuii noctan U3 MenIouka Ha mosice AJMHHYIO T0JIOCy TKaHH,
HaJeXHO MepeBsi3ali Mopes U, J0BEPUTEIbHO TSI s CTapyIlIKe B IJa-
3a, MPOLIEeTTaI:

— 3abynb o Haleil BcTpeue. Thl MopaHUJIach, ITOKa Tackaja
JipoBa. 3anpu 3a HAMU JBEPb U JIOXKUCH CMATh.

Ta nenoBUTO KMBHYJIA, TTOMpaBuUJIa MJIaTOK Ha MJeyax u, JOX/1aB-
LIKCh, MOKA OHU OKAXXYyTCs 3a TOPOTrOM, 3aKphbljia IBEPh Ha XJIUITK U
3aCOB.

— Hanmonro Tebe xBaTuT ee KpoBu? — cripocuia BapHa.

— CKonbKO-HUOYIb MPOAEPXKYCh.

ITpoBepuB, HalexXHO JIU MPUBSI3aHbI Jomaau, Japuit B3sia ce-
NIeJIbHYI0 CYMKY, U OHU HaIpaBUJIMCh K TEMHEIOIIIEe} rpoMajie jieca.

PacrnionoxxuBnivch Ha paccTeJIeHHOM Ha 3eMJie Tuianle, BapHa
HayaJja MpUroTOBJIEHUSI: 10CcTaja KOMOK CITyTaHHBIX BOJIOC, CKJISTH-
KY C CepbIM MEIJIOM U KOTeJIoK. Japuit mprHec BETKU U pa3Bel
HEeOOJIBIIION KOCTEP.

— He paznyBaii Tak CUJIbHO: HaM Bellb HE HY>KHO, YTOOBI KPOBb
CBEpHYJach, — ckazajia BapHa, akKkypaTHO BbIy>KMBasl BOJOCOK
U3 CIIyTAHHOTO KOMKa.

— KTto nmpunymain n1o6asaste Bojiochl OyaHulibl? — apuii
3aKaTwWJI I1a3a.

— ToT xe, KTO pelna 100aBUTH Mpax 3aaylieHHoro. — BapHa
BBICBITIAJIa TOPCTKY TIETJIa B IOXOAHBIN KOTeIOK. — JlaBaii dsry.

CTOMJI0 KPOBU KOCHYThCS OCTaIbHBIX MHTPEINEHTOB, KaK I'yCTOI
Oenblil map MoAHsJICA Hal KoTeJKoM. BapHa monBecua ero Hajn
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elBa TOPSIIIIMM KOCTPOM U TIPUHSIACH IOMEIINBATh BAPEBO TYT Xe
nogo0paHHO BETOUKOIA.

— Pa3zpesaiics.

Hapuii MOCIYIIHO paCCTErHYJI M POKUIA KOXAHBINA MOSIC, CTAlAIT
py0axy 1 BcTall Ha KOJIEHU, SIBJISISI B3MISAY UCTICIIIPEHHOE IIpaMaMu
teso. B nyHHOM cBeTe BapHa pasrmisaena BeIcTynarlie pedpa
U TIO3BOHKMU.

— Tol moutH BeicoX. [ToyeMy He ckazaj paHblie?

— 41 monmKeH OB cKa3aTh 00 3TOM IO UJIM TTOCJIE TOTO, KaK Thl
HaIIlJIa BBIBADEHHOTO MJIaJIeHIIa B YOeXKUIIe BeAbMbI? — SI3BUTEIb-
HO ocBenomuJcs Japuii.

OHa pa3npaxkeHHO (BIPKHYJIAa ¥ CHsLJIa KOTEJIOK ¢ orHs. Harnys-
IUCh K HeMy, BapHa BOoxHy1a TycToi map 1 3aiiernTaia:

— Iloka ropuTt B HeOe COJTHIIE ICHOE, ITOKa ITOJ HOTaM1 MOMMU MaThb
ChIpa 3eMJISI, IOKA KUITUT B XKUJIaX MOMX KPOBb, UMEHAMU TIaBIINX. ..

— ...AMEHaMM BOCCTaBIINUX, — 9XOM OTKJUKHYJICS lapuii.

— ...AMEHaMM HECIISIIINX, UMEHAMU MPOKJISTHIX, UMECHaAMU
CBSITBIX...

— ...AMEHAMU CBOMX, UMEHAMU 9YXU1X 3aKJIMHAI0 UYKYIO IJIOTb...

— ...3aKJIMHAIO CBEXYIO KPOBb...

— ...3aKJIMHAIO XEe/Yb...

— ...3aKJIMHAIO TEJIO TBOE...

— ...TIPUHSITH OYIIY MOIO...

— ... OCTaBMTb €€ 3/IeCh HaBeK, ITI0Ka CMePTh HE HACTUTHET MeHsI!

Bapna nepenasna kotesiok Jlapuio, 1 OH 3aJITTOM BbITIUJ 3aTOBO-
PEHHYIO KpoBb. Ero Tejj0 MrHOBEHHO HAJIUJIOCh XXKU3HEHHBIMU
COKaMM, KOXa Ha I'pyAU pa3rjiaauiach, ITOA HEil MPOCTYIUIN MbIIII-
ubl. Jlerkuit pyMsHel oKpacui IIeKH, Oeechie Tia3a MepTBela
3absectenu. OH TJ1y00KO BIOXHYJ U TPOXPUTIEI:

— M stumu rydbaMu TeI oOpamaeinbes K Tocmrony?

Bapna He ymocTousa ero oTBeTOM, ITOAHSIJIACh HA HOTHU, OTPSIX-
HyJa IITaHbI U OIISAEacCh.

— I'me-To 3m€ech MOJXKEeH Teub pydyeil. MHe Hy>KHO CMBITB C ce0sI
Ipsi3b.

— W 1o BepHO, B TAKOM BHUAE T€OSI HU HA OJHOM MOCTOSIJIOM
IBOPE HE TTPUMYT.
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— IlneBars Ha ABOp. — OHa OTBsA3aj1a JIOMIAAb U TTIOBEJIA €€ 3a CO-
00it. — MbI IOJI>KHBI yOpaThCsl OTCIOAA.

— BapmHa...

— Iloenem manplie, s 1ymaro...

— BapHna!

Ona o6epHyach. [lapuit MeaI€HHO TOCTAJT M3-3a IT0sICa TOTIOPUK
U XEeCTOM TpuKa3zan el Mosuarh. OH 0JIT0 BCIYIIUBAJICS B IECHIO
HOYHOTO Jieca, IpexXIe YeM pa3MaxHyThCs M 3aITyCTUTh OPYXKHe
B TEMHOTY.

KTo-TO cnaBiieHHO 3apblvall, ¥ CITYCTSI MTHOBEHME U3 JIeca IPSIMO
Ha HUX BbIOEXAaJI0 OTBPATUTEIBHOIO BUA CYIIECTBO — BeAbMa,
HE YCIIeBIIIasl 10 KOHIIA IPUHSTH 3BepUHbBII 0011K. Tormop paHu ee
B ILJIeYO, MpepBaj oOpalleHue, HO CEPbe3HOr0 Bpeaa He TPUYUHUIL.

KoBbLIsISI Ha BOJIUBMX HOTaX, BebMa CKaJuia 3y0bl U yTPOOHO
pbluana.

BapHa BeIxBaTHJIa 13 HOXXEH KOPOTKUiT Med M KMHYJIaCch Ha Hee.
TBapp oleTMHUIACH, U OpOCUIACh HABCTPEUy, BHICTABUB BIEpe]
CBEIEHHBIE CYIOPOTOM MaJIbIIbI.

IlepBrbiit ynap Hanecia BapHa — BenbMa KOPOTKO BCKPUKHY-
Jla 1 KybapeMm IToKaTujIach I1o 3eMJie, HO TYT XK€ BCKOYMJia, BCTa-
Jla Ha YeTBEpeHbKU U CHOBa OpocuJiach B aTaky. Jlapuii punyJics
Harepepes, 3acJIoHsIsI co00it BapHy, 1 BeabMa Bpe3ajiach B HETO.
OHU MOKaTUJIUCH 1O TPpaBe, CLENUBIINUCH, CIOBHO IBOPOBBIE
KOIIIKH.

— HemepTtBoIii! — 3aBomnuia BenbMa UCKaXXKEeHHBIM I'OJIOCOM. —
TBoe Teno coxHeT, MajabuniKa! TBou BHYTpEH...

BapHa Horoit oTTtosikHyNa yygoBuiie oT Japus u KOpOTKUM
BBITIAJIOM 3aBEpIINIIa aTaKy — JIe3BUE Meua IIPOH3MUJIO IIEI0 BeIbMbI
HackBo3b. M3 3ybacToil macTu xJblHYJIa KPOBb, KOCTJISIBAsl pyKa
cxBaTuiIa ee 3a roneHb. [logocnesimmii Jlapuii Jerko oTcek TBapu
PYKY 4YTh HMXE JIOKTSI. VICTIyCTUB MYUYMTEIbHBIN CTOH, BeAbMa
3aTHXJIA.

— HyXHo BepHYTbHCS B €€ JOM U IIPOBEPUTH, HET JIM TaM Yero
WHTepecHoro. — BapHa cTpsixHy1a KpoBb C Jie3BUst. — He Hamo ObLI10
Opocarhcst Ha Hee.

— Kak g Mor cTosaTh B ctopoHe? — Jlapuii moxas mjaedyaMu.
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— To, uTo THI HE MOXellb yMepPeTh, HE MOBO JJIs1 6e3paccy-
ctBa. — OHa yBuIeja, 9T0 OH TOTOB BO3Pa3uTh, HO He MO3BOJIMIIA
eMy aToro. — ThI Bce ellle CAUIIKOM cJiao.

— UYTo THI chefaelb, eCiIu S He cTaHy TeOs ciyiaTbes? — OH
CMaxXHYJ BOJIOCHI ¢ Tuia. — HarsHenrs moBomok?

— Het y MeHs HUKakKoro nosoakal

Japuit XMBIKHYJI, B3sIJI BEAbMY 32 HOTY U ITOTAIIMJI €€ K KOCTpY.

OHHU COXIJIY TE€JIO, CMBLIA KPOBb C OPYXXHS B pyube, OEryiieM
HEToHaJIeKy, U BEpHYJIUCH K JIOIIAISIM.

— Ilonesaii B censio, oxoTHHULA. — Japuii OTHSII TUILIO K HEOY. —
Ckopo paccser.

— He orcraBaii, — BapHa oTKMHYJIa KOCY 3a CIIMHY, — OOJTIU-
BbI1 MEPTBELL.

[Ipexne yem BOMTH B U130y, OHU MTOPHICKAJIM IO OKPYTe B IIOMCKAX
JIOBYIIIEK. YOEIUBIINCH, UYTO BCE TOTEMBbI-UIOJIBI YHUUTOXEHBI,
Hapuii 3arasiHyI B OTKPBHITYIO IBEPb.

— Hy u 6ecrniopsgnok. — OH momopminicd. — YeMm BoHseT?

— D10 OT TeOs1.

BapHa jierko ToJIKHYJIa ero IjaedoM M yKa3aJia Ha KOTell.

DTO BapeBO OHU YK€ BUJEIU, U He OnuH pa3. Eciiu B nepeBHe
HauYMHAIOT IpOoNaaaTh MJIaJACHIIbI, BADUAHTOB BCETrO IBa: POAUTEIN
n30aBUINCH OT HUX, TIOTOMY YTO HE MOTJIU MPOKOPMUTH, UJIN UX
YBOJIOKJIY BEIbMBI, YTOOBI CAeIaTh M3 HUX Mep3Koe BapeBo. [ToToM
STUM BapeBOM MaXXyT METJIbI, COOpaHHBIC 13 BETBEI1 MEPTBHIX JIE-
pPeBbEB, — 1 OHM IPUOOPETAIOT CIIOCOOHOCTH JIETATh 11O BO3MYXY.

— HyxHo cxxeub nepeBo, — OyATO MPOUYMTAB €€ MBICJIU, cKa3all
Hapmnii.

— Kak nymaenis, rae oHo?

— Bbe3noB B mepeBHIO BCEro JIBa, HABEPHOE, HEMOAAJIeKy OT Of-
HOTO U3 HUX.

MepTBoe 1epeBo — 3TO IepeBO BUCEIbHMKOB. Ha packMancThix
SICeHSIX HAaXOHSIT TMOCJeAHee MPUCTAHUIIE HeTOAS U U YOUMIIHI,
pa300iHUKY U BOpbl. MIX Tesa BUCAT HeledsIMU, I0Ka He CTHU-
IOT HACTOJIbKO, YTOOBI pacnacThCs Ha yacTU. [loToM ocTaHKU
pacTacKMBaIOT NajajbllMKKU. YMUpPas He CBOCH CMEPThIO, 3TU
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JITOAY TIPOTMUTHIBAIOT BCE BOKPYT HEHABUCTHIO, CTPAXOM U OOJIBIO.
CpesaB ¢ TaKoro jiepeBa cyK, BelbMa MOXeT 3aCTaBUTh €ro JIeTaTh.

— Pazgenuthes npeniaraeiin?

— Ilpennarar. — Jdapuii mepeOpa MOXeJITEBIIUE JTUCTHI, CBa-
JICHHbIE B Ky4y Ha cTosie. — OHa BeJia 3aMucH.

— [aii. — BapHa BbIpBaJja 3alucu U3 ero pyK. — 37ech HeT
HUYETO MHTEPECHOTO.

— MozxeT, oHa XoTesia cooparh cBolo «YepHyI0 KHUTY»?

— Dra 6oJloTHAS OPSTHb ObIJIa CIIOCOOHA TOJBKO Ha TO, YTOOBI
MoXMIlaTh JeTel, Kakas enle KHUra? MHe KaxeTtcsl, OHa yKpaJia
YbU-TO 3AMMCU U PACTIOTPOIINJIA UX.

— 3HauuT, — 3aAyMYUBO NPOTsAHYI Japuii, — B nepeBHe ecTb
elle o/iHa BelbMa.

— Crapocta Hac nporHaj, — HarioMHuIa BapHa. — I[lyctb pa3-
OupaeTcs caM.

— MBI He MOXXEM OTKa3aThCsI OT PAOOTHI.

— A MBI OT HEee M He OTKa3blBaJluCh. Eciu JIIOAsIM He HyXHa
HAIlla TTOMOIIIb...

— OHu yHUYTOXAT AepeBHI0. — [lapuii kecToM Besie eit 3aMoJl-
4yaTh. — MBI JOJKHBI BEPHYTHCS.

— Yeprt ¢ ToOOI. — BapHa cyHyJa Kpaii meprameHTa B OTOHb. —
[asaii Halinem nepeBo, a TaM BUIIHO OYIIET.

Ona 6pocuia TopsIuiA TUCTOK Ha CTOJI, HAJl 3aITUCSIMU B3MET-
HyJoCh My1aMsi. CKOpO 3TO MECTO MOTJIOTUT OTOHb, OUUCTUT 3eMJTIO
OT CKBEPHBI, U, BO3MOXHO, KOT/Ia-HUOYb 3I6Ch CHOBA TMOCEJISITCS
JIECHBIE TBApU.

— Hwuuero He ckaxelb?

OHU CTOSIJIM HAMPOTUB Topsileit u30bl, B Oesiechix riasax Jla-
pus OTpakajiuch sipKue Berojioxu orHst. HemepTBbIil yOpaJst Bosiochl
3a YIIW U COpsTaN PyKy B KapMaHbl. Eciii He mpucMaTrpuBaThcs,
MOHO MPUHSITH €T0 32 MTPOCTOro OXOTHUKA 13 MpauHoro B3Bosa.

— IlycTb cHU3OIIET Ha 3TO MecTo OmaroaaTth ['ocriogHs, — He-
x0Ts ckazajia Bapna. — Ilycts Ero ciie3bl oMOIOT 3eMJi10, ITYCTh
KkpoBb Ero...

— Ilycts KpoBb Ero cMoeT ckBepHy, — roJioc Jlapust 1poruyi. —
IIycTb...
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— XBaTtutT. — BapHa noyioxuia pyKy eMy Ha I1JIe40 U pa3BepHY-
Ja Kk cebe. — [IpekpaTu MpUYUHSATH cede 00Jb.

C Tex nop kak oH ymep, CinoBo ['ocronHe panuio ero. OHa
3Haja 00 3ToM — caMa 6opoJsach ¢ 00JbIO KaxAblit pa3, Koraa 00-
pamaziack K bory. JIoskHO 0bITh, OH HEHABUAUT TaAKUX, KaK OHU,
HO ITOYEMY-TO BCE €llle HE OTBEPHYJICS OT HUX.

— HyxHo exatb. — Jlapuii MSITKO caJl ee Mmaiblbl.

— Bce eme npensaraeinb pa3aeanuThes?

— Ceifuac 9TO HE KaXXeTCsI MHE XOPOllIel neeit, — Mpru3HaJICs OH.

CBs13aHHBIE KOJIJIOBCTBOM, OHM HE MOTJIM HAXOMUThCS BAAIU APYT
ot apyra. CTouI0 pa3oMTUCh, KaK HEBUAMMASI HUTh MEXIY HUMU
HaTIrMBajgach, IPUUYMHIS 000MM HECTEPIIUMYIO 00J1b. YeM nasibiie
JIPYT OT IpyTra OHU OTXOAWJIU, TeM cjiabee CTAaHOBUJIUCH.

— Torna moexanu, — BapHa mocMoTpesa Ha CBeT/erolee Hebo, —
CKOPO BCSI HEYUCTb Pa30eKUTCS 10 YIJIaM.

Haiitu nepeBo BUCEIbHUKOB TPyla HE COCTaBUJIO — CMPaJi THUIOIIEH
nimotu BapHa y4ysina 3a101ro 10 Toro, Kak yBUaesa O4epTaHu s
MOry4ero siceHsl. Ero BeTBU HaTy>KHO CKPUIIENIU, MEPTBELLBI pacKa-
YW BAJWCh MTOI TOPBIBAMU BETPA, BOPOHBI JIEJIOBUTO KapKaiu, CKJIe-
BbIBas MOYEPHEBIIYIO MMJIOTh.

Bapna cnemunace, apuii monan eii 3aXX>XeHHYIO Jy4nHY. Bo-
POHBI HEXOTSI B3MbLJIY B BO3/1YX, 3aCJIbIIIAB UX TTPUOJIMKEHUE.

CTBOJ siceHs MoYepHes OT ropsi, Ha OUlyIb KOpa HallOMUHaJa
MSITKYIO TUIOTh. BapHa fierko Haiiia MecTta, rie ObIJIM OTJOMAaHBI
BETBU. BBIXOAUT, BEAbMBI EMUCTBUTEILHO UCTIOJIb30BAIH JEPEBO
JUTSI CBOUX PUTYaJIOB.

Crouso Jlapuio MOAHECTH JYUMHY K KOPE, KaK Ha HEro CuMKU-
poBaJia jolieHast BopoHa. OHa MonpiTajgach BUEMUTHCSI KOTTSIMU
€MY B BOJIOCHI, HO OH JIOBKO YBEPHYJICSI OT aTaKMH.

— lopeTs Bam B niekiie, — mnpoiuren Japuii. — [IpokisiTeie
TMPUCITY>KHUKU BEIbM.

BapnHa nmogHecsia OroHb K OJIEX 1€ BUCEJIbHUKA, U TIJIaM ST 3aHSJIOCh.
OHa oTctynuia, yBiekas 3a coboii Japusi. OT nepeBa UCXoau
HecTepnuMbli xkap. [ITuiibl YepHOI Tyuell KpyKUJIW Hall UX TOJIO-
BaMU, U BUCEJIbHUKH IIUTIENU, TSTHYJIN K HUM UCTJIEBIIUE PYKHU.
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— OcTopoxHo!

Hapuit oTTONKHYJ BapHy B CTOPOHY, U B TO K€ MTHOBEHUE
¢ Heba KaMHeM yrnaJia BopoHa. OHa pa3buiach 0 3eMJito, HO OJie-
CTSIIMI YePHBIH IJ1a3 MPOJoJIXKaJ CIeNuTh 3a HUMU. Ee mpume-
py TocyienoBaJia Apyras MnTulia, a 3a Heil 1 Bce octajibHble. [Ipu-
KpbIBas ToJioBbl pyKaMu, BapHa u lapuit BepHyJIuCh K JiomIaasiM
Y, J1aB IITIOPHI, TIOTHAJIK UX B IePEBHIO, TIPSIMO K TOMY MECTHOTO
CTapOCTHI.

— 41 ckazan BaM youpartbcst! — 3aopajl CTapocTa, KaK TOJIBKO
yBUEN X Ha riopore. — KJsiHyCh, s1 1OCTy4uych 10 KH3s! Bam aTo
C PyK He coiineT!

— Twue, Tume. — Jlapuiit HaBaJIUJICS MJICUOM Ha IBEPb, YTOOHI
MYXHK He 3aKpbla ee. — JlaBait oOCynuM, 4TO MBI OyIeM AejiaTh
C BEIbMOIA.

— KH#3b, KHSI3b Bac OBICTPO Ha MECTO...

— Kus3b SIcHo CoMHBIIIKO MUPHO CITUT B CBOEH MOCTENIU, U EMY
HET JieJia 10 TBOMX IIPOCh0, — CITOKOIHO cKa3aja BapHa 1 xkecToMm
Besiesia Jlapuio OTONUTH.

Bapna HaBaJmjach IIEYOM Ha IBEPh — Ta pacllaxHyJach, a CTa-
pocTa KybapeM mokaTuics 1o Tosy. BpesaBiuce B CTOJ, OH C TPy-
JIOM CeJl I 00peYeHHO YCTaBUJICS Ha HUX.

— Jla gero Bam Hamo?!

— MpI Xe ckazaiu... — HadaJj O0bu1o Jdapuii, Ho BapHa pe3ko
rnpepnasa ero:

— XBaTuT CTpOUTH U3 cebs nypaka! B TBoeil nepeBHe MpOMBIIII-
JISIET BellbMa, a ThI IBEPb Iepe]l MOUM HOCOM 3aKpbIBaTh B3AyMa?!

CraepxuBaeMasi cuJia BEIpBajach Ha BOJIIO, U MEpel Ila3aMu
Bapubi 3amisicanu pa3HolBeTHbIE UCKPbI. KpoBb, ropsiuasi, CIOBHO
IJ1aMsl, PacXOIMJIach OT cepilia 1o BEeHaM.

— OTpoabe anamoBo! — BBIKPUKHYJI CTapoCTa.

Bapna xuHynack K Hemy. OHa IIOBaJInJia €ro Ha MoJI, BIaBuJia
KOJICHO B TPY/ib U 3allIUIIeNa:

— CriepBa yMpeT CKOT, IIOTOM Ha4HYT yMUpaTh Joau. Hdereii
JIO IECSITU JIET BeJbMa YBEAET 32 COOOI U HE OCTaBUT IJIOTU Ha UX
KocTsx. JleTeit crapiero Bo3pacTa 3aCTaBUT YyYaCTBOBAaTh B OPTUM
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T10J1 TIOJTHO JIYHOI, a TOTOM 00eCKpOBUT. Te, KTO He yMPET OT rops,
norubHyT oT XBopu. Ha MecTe TBOEI nepeBHM OCTAHETCS TyMaHHasI
najab, MPOKISITHII1 MOTUJIBHUK, U AECATKU JIET BOKPYT 3TOTO MecTa
He OyIeT BOOUTHCSI HU 3BEPEil, HU MITUIL.

Ona cama He 3amMeTuJIa, Kak ciaBujia crapocte ropjo. [logo-
crieBIuii Jlapuit cxBaTu ee 3a TIEYW U OTTallWJI OT TIepernyTraH-
HOTO MY3KMKa.

— WM uyto Ham nenaTh? — MUCKHYJ CTAPOCTA, MbITASICh CECTh.

— Ilycth Bce xuTenu AepeBHU BBIMAYT K Kojoaiy. — BapHa
yKasaja Ha paclaxXHyTYyIO ABEPb, Y KOTOPOW Havyadu coOMpaThCs
pa30ykeHHbIe IIyMoM Jioau. — M nmotopomnuce, crapblii 4epT, nHa-
Yye 3TO HOYM He OyJET KOHIIA.

3anuHasIch 0 COOCTBEHHBIE HOTU, CTAPOCTa BHICKOUMJI U3 IOMa
¥ 3a0WJ1 TPEBOTY, pa3MaXWBasl PyYHBIM KOJOKOJIOM.

— Tsl Benb youts ero morjia. — Jlapuit ocyxaatoiie mocMoTpet
Ha Hee.

— OnHUM qypakoM Ha CBEeTe CTajio Obl MEHbIIIE, — OTPbI3HYJIACh
Bapna. — He Mory moBepuTh, 4TO BEAbMBI BEPHYJIUCH.

— JIaBHO MbI O HUX HUYETO HE CJIbIIIAJIU, — COTJIACUJICS OH.

OHU BBILIY Ha YJIUILY U TIO MOSIC TOTPY3UJIUCH B I'YCTON TYyMaH.
[MeTyxu MO HBI OBLIIN YK€ MTPOTETh, HO JIYHA 3aCThlJIa HA HEOOCBO-
Jle ¥ He IBUTAJIaCch C MECTA.

— Kak ronbko HaligeM BenbMy, Oeit He pa3ayMbIBasi, — HaIlloM-
Huna BapHa. — He naii et 3aroBoputs.

OHU OCTAaHOBUJIMCH Y KOJIO1IA U TIPUHSIIUCH X 1aTh, TTOKa cobe-
pyTCsi tonu. 3acraHHble, yTPIOMbIE XKUTEIU MeJIJIEHHO Opesiv K HUM,
TOMUHAsI IUXOM U UX OXOTY, U Bech MpauHbiii B3og.

XyIoliaBblii MaJTBpUMIKA TPUHEC ABA BEAPA ¥ TOCTABUJI UX y HOT
Bapnbi. OHa nocTtana u3 KapMaHa napy cepeopsiHbIX KPeCTUKOB,
MpoliernTana KOpoTKYI0 MOJUTBY 1 OpocuJia ux B Boay. OT cepedpa
Ha JIaJIOHU OCTaJIUCh KPAaCcHbIE TISITHA.

— Mwmenem I'ocioma Hamero, OTa HebecHoro, TBopma cyiie-
ro, — npobopmorta [apuii, — ykaxu Ha nociaHHuka HaBu, Ha He-
BecTy 3Bepsi, Ha OTPOJbE alaMOBa CEMEHU.

B3sB 110 Benpy, oHU NMPUHSJIMCH OPOIIATh CBSITON BOAOI HOTHU
cobpauiuxcs. CtapoBepbl MJIeBaJM UM IO HOTHU, HIUIIENH, KaK
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3MeH, HO HE OTXOAUJIM. XOPOIIO, YTO HUKTO U3 HUX HE 3HAJ, UTO
Hapuii — ynplpb, IaHUKA UM HU K YEMY.

OT HOTr HENPMMETHOr0 MYy>KMYKa BAPYT MOAHsJICI nap. BapHa
Opocuiia BeIpo 1 cXBaTUJIaCh 3a M€Y, HO 3BEpPEBO OTPOAbLE C TAKOM
CUJION yIapuJjo e B Ipylb, YTO €IBa HE BBIIIINOJIO OYX.

— Jlapuit! — npoxpunena BapHa, xBaTtasi pTOM BO31YX.

OH caenan BeINIad B UX CTOPOHY €IIle O TOTO, KaK OHA TIPOU3-
Hecsa ero uMs. CBEpKHYJI cepIl, cepeOpsIHOE JIe3BHUE JIETKO OTCEKJIIO
BelbMe roJioBy. JIuiio BapHbsl opocuia KpoBb.

Bpaas rimazamu, oTpy0JIeHHAsI roJI0Ba IIPUHSJIACh XOXOTAaTh.

— bern, 6eru, Boma! — 3arojocuia oHa XXEHCKUM TOJIOCOM. —
Pocnasa Bungut 1e6s! Pydeit mmymut, PocitaBa umet mo 6epery!

He Bepst coocTBeHHBbIM y11aM, BapHa ycraBunachk Ha Jlapus, a ToT
OTBETHJI €if TAKMM K€ UCITyTaHHBIM B3rJIs1moM. [1o ee criHe 1moka-
TUJICS TIOT, Ha JIOY BBICTYIIMJIA UCTIaApMHA.

— bern, Boma! — rpemen xoxot. — Ona Buaut! OHa BUIUT MO-
nmu rinazamu! PocinaBa Bugur...

BapHa momHsiIa TOJIOBY 3a BOJIOCHI U, TJISASI B BEIIIYYEHHBIS
r1a3a, CIIpocuJa:

— I'me ona?

— beru, 6eru, Bapna! — Ha motpeckaBiiuxcs ry6ax BbICTY T -
JIa ajas IeHa, KoxXa JIOCKyTaMHU CItoji3ajia ¢ yepemna. — bern!

To, 4TO OBLIO BEABMHUHBIM JUIIOM, YIIaJIO HA 36MJTIO, B TTaJIblIaX
BapHbI ocTaicst TOIBKO CKaJIBII C PEIKMMU CeNbIMU Bojlocamu. OHa
oTOpocHIa ero B CTOPOHY U JPOXKAIIMM TOJIOCOM cKa3aJia:

— OTmpaBbTe BOPOHOB K OXOTHUKAM.

Brnennplii crapocTa oTYasTHHO 3aKMBaJ U KMHYJICS Mpoyb. [epe-
BEHCKMeE XXKMTeIN pa3dexannch KTo Kyna. Cxas Kyjiaku, BapHa mo-
BEpPHYJIACh K 3acThIBIIEMY Jlaprio U OMTHUMM rydaMH IIpoLLIenTaa:

— OHa BepHYyJIach.




