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A — B mopsx, CIyXy «MaJlbuMKOM» TPU Mara3uHe «MOAHOM
00yB1», Ha TJIABHOU YJIMIIE TOPOIA.

Moii X03UH — MaJleHbKUI, KPYIJIbIIA 4eJI0oBeueK; y Hero Oy-
poe, CTEpToe U0, 3eJI€HbIE 3yObl, BOASHUCTO-TIpsi3HbIe I1a3a. OH
KaXXeTcsl MHE CJIETIbIM, U, XeJast yOeIUThCS B 3TOM, s Aejalo Tpu-
MacHlI.

— He xpuBu poxy, — TUXOHBKO, HO CTPOTO FTOBOPUT OH.

HenpusiTHO, 4TO 3TW MyTHBIE TJla3a BUIST MEHSI, U HE BEPUT-
Csl, YTO OHU BUJIST, — MOXET ObITb, XO35IMH TOJbKO JOTaAbIBACT-
csl, 4YTO S TpUMAacHUYa0?

— 4 ckazan — He KpUBU POXY, — €LIE TUIIE BHYIIAET OH, MOY-
TU HE 1IEBEJSl TOJICThIMU IyOaMu.

— He vemu pyk, — moJyi3eT KO MHE€ €ro cyxoil momnoT. — Tbl
CJIYKUIIIb B MIEPBOKJIACCHOM Mara3uHe Ha IJIaBHOM yjulle ropoja,
5TO Ha/O MOMHUTL! MaJIbuMK JOJKEH CTOSATh MPU ABEPU, KaK cTa-
TyH...

4 He 3Hal0, UTO TaKOe CTaTyil, U HE MOTY He 4ecaTb pyK, — 00e
OHM [0 JIOKTeI MOKPHIThI KPACHBIMU MSTHAMM U SI3BaMU, UX He-
CTEpPIMMO pa3belaeT YECOTOUHBIN KJIEIL.

— Thl yeM 3aHUMaJICS foMa? — CIpallIMBaeT XO35IUH, paccMa-
TpUBasl PyKH.

Sl pacckasbiBalo, OH KayaeT Kpyrjol roJOBOM, IJIOTHO OKJIe-
€HHOI cepbiMU BOJIOCAMU, U OOMIHO TOBOPMUT:

— BeromHnyecTBO — 3TO XyK€ HUILIEHCTBA, Xy>K€ BOPOBCTBA.

He 6e3 ropaoctu s 3asBisio:

— 4 Benb U BOpoOBajl TOXe.

Tornma, MoOa0XUB pyKU Ha KOHTOPKY, TOYHO KOT Jialbl, OH KC-
MyraHHO YIMpaeTcsl MyCThIMU IJIa3aMy B JIMIIO MHE W IIMITUT:

— Yro-0? Kak 310 BopoBan?
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A 00BSICHSAI0 — KaK U 4To.

— Hy, 310 couTém 3a mycTaku. A eciau Thl Y MEHS YKpanglllb
OOTMHKU aJIi ICHBIU, ST TeOSI YCTPOIO B TIOPBMY IO TBOMX COBEP-
ILIEHHBIX JIET...

OH cKa3zajl 3TO CIOKONHO, s UCIyrajcs U el¢ 0oJibllle HeB3-
JIIOOUJT ero.

Kpome xo3simHa, B MarasuHe Toprosaj Moii 6part, Caia SIkoB-
JIEB, U CTapIIVi MPUKA3YMK — JIOBKUW, JIMTIKUA U PYMSHBIN 4de-
JoBek. Cailla HOCHUJ PBIKEHbKUI CIOPTYYOK, MAHUIILKY, TAJICTYK,
OpIOKM HaBBIMYCK, ObUI TOPI U HE 3aMeyas MEHSI.

Korma men mpuBEn MeHs K X03sMHY U mpocwu Carry moModb
MHe, ITIOyYnTh MeHs, — Callla BaxXHO HaXMYPWJICS, TIpEayIpeKaast:

— HyxHo, 4T00 OH MeHs ciylaucs!

ITomoxuB pyKy Ha TOJOBY MOIO, eI COTHYJ MHE IIel0.

— Caymaii ero, oH Tebs cTapile M IO TogaM U IO IOJIK-
HOCTH...

A Caiiia, BbIKaTUB TJ1a3a, BHYIIWI MHE:

— IlomHu, yTo memyiika ckasza!

WU ¢ mepBoro xe IHsI Hayal ycepHO MOJIb30BaThCS CBOUM CTap-
IIMHCTBOM.

— KamupuH, He BbITapallMBai 3¢HKM, — COBETOBAJI €MY XO-
3SMH.

— S — HUvero-c, — orBevan Carira, HaKJIOHSS TOJIOBY, HO XO-
3SIMH HE OTCTaBaL:

— He Oblumch, TOKyIaTeAM NOAYMAIOT, YTO Thl KO3EIL...

ITpuKa3uyuK MOYTUTEIBLHO CMESIICSA, XO3SIMH YPOIJIMBO PacTs-
ruBaji ryosr, Caimna, 6arpoBO HAJIMBIINCH KPOBBIO, CKPHIBAJICS 3a
MPUIaBKOM.

MHe He HpaBWINCh 3TU PEYU, S HE TIOHUMaI MHOXECTBA CJIOB,
WHOTAA Ka3ajJ0Ch, YTO 3TU JIIOJY TOBOPSIT HAa YYXKOM SI3bIKE.

Korna Bxonuia nokynareabHUIIa, XO3MH BRIHUMAJ U3 KapMa-
Ha PYKY, Kacajicsl YCOB M IMPUKJIEUBAI Ha JIMIIO CBOE CAIOCTHYIO
yJABIOKY; OHa, IOKphIBas IIEKW €ro MOPIIMHAMH, HE HW3MEHsJIa
caenbix r1a3. I1prKa3unK BHITSTHBAICS, TUIOTHO IPMJIOXUB JIOK-
TH K 00KaM, a KUCTU WX IMOYTUTEIHPHO pa3BEeIIMBaJl B BO3-
myxe, Callla IyTJIMBO MUTaJI, CTapasiCh CIIPSITaTh BBHIITyYeH-
HBIC TJ1a3a, S CTOSUI Y IBEpH, He3aMETHO ITOYeChIBasl PyKH,
U CJICOWII 32 IIepeMOHMEN TTPOIaKI.

CTos mepen MOKyIaTeIbHULICH Ha KOJICHSX, MPUKA3InK
npuMepsieT OalliMak, YAMBUTEIbLHO PACTONBIPUB IaJIbIIbI.
Pyxu y Hero TpeneutyT, OH JOTparuBaeTcs 10
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HOTM KEHIIMHBI TaK OCTOPOXHO, TOYHO OH
OGouTCs CIOMaTh HOTY, a Hora — TOJICTasI, 0~
XOXa Ha OYTBUIKY C ITOKATBIMH IICUMKAMMU,
TOPJIBILLIKOM BHMU3.

OpHaxIbl KaKas-To Aama cKasaja, ApbIrasi HOroil U mo-
€XU1BasICh:

— AX, Kak BbI 1IICKOYETE...

— DTO0-C — U3 BEXJIMBOCTU, — OBICTPO U TOPSTIO OOBSIC-
HWI MIPUKA3IUK.

BbuTO CMEITHO CMOTPETh, KaK OH JIMITHET K IMOKYIMaTeIbHUIIE,
1 9TOOBI HE CMESIThCS, s OTBOpAYMBAJICS K cTeKiy nBepu. Ho He-
OIIOJIMMO TSIHYJIO HAOJI0oIaTh 3a IpofaXxeil, — yK OYeHb 3a0aBIs-
JIX MEHSI TIPUEMBI IIPUKa39rKa, U B TO XK€ BpeMsI 5T IyMaJl, YTO HU-
KOTIa He CyMeI0 TaK BEXJIMBO PAaCTOIBIPUBATH ITAJIbIIBI, TaK JIOB-
KO HacaXXmBaTh OalllMaK{ Ha YyXKHE¢ HOTH.

YacTo, ObIBaJIO, XO3SIMH YXOAWJ M3 Mara3mHa B MaJIEHbKYIO
KOMHATKY 3a MPWIaBKOM U 3Baji Tyaa Calily; mpuKa3uMK OCTaBaI-
cd IJla3 Ha IJ1a3 ¢ TIOKynaTeJbHulleil. Pa3, KOCHYBIIMCh HOTU PbI-
K€l XEeHIIUHBI, OH CJIOXWI MaJIbLIbl IIEMOTHIO U IMOLIeJ0BaT UX.

— AX, — B3IOXHYJIa XEHIIWHA, — KaKOW BbI IIAJlyHUIIIKa! A OH
HaIysl IMEeKU U TSOKKO MTPOM3HEC!

— Mwm-yx!

TyT s pacxoxoTayics 10 TOTO, 9TO, OOSICh CBAJUTLCS C HOT, T0-
BHC Ha py4YKe IBEpH, IBEPh OTBOPUIACK, ST YTOIUJ TOJIOBOI B CTEK-
J10 ¥ BHIIMO ero. [IprKa3umK ToImaa Ha MeHSI HOTaMH, XO3SIMH CTy-
YaJI TI0 TOJIOBE MOEU TSKENIBIM 30JI0THIM TIepcTHeM, Callla ITbITaj-
cs TpelaTh MOM VIIIM, a BEYePOM, KOrma MbI IIIN JOMOM, CTPOTO
BHYyIIIAJI MHE:

— IlporoHart 1ebs 3a 3Tu wtyku! Hy, yto TyT cMemHoro?

M oObsicHWI: ecny MPUKAa3YMK HPABUTCS JaMaM — TOPTOBJIS
UIET JyYIle.

— Jlame 1 He Hy>XXKHO 0allIMakoB, a OHa MPUAET a JUIIHUE Ky-
ITUT, TOJIBKO OBl MOIJISAETh Ha IIPUSTHOTO IIPUKa3urKa. A Thl — He
noHuMaemb! Bo3uck ¢ To06OiA. ..

DTO MeHS 00MIeNI0, — HUKTO He BO3WJICSI CO MHOM, a OH TeM
Ooutee.

Ilo yrpam Kyxapka, XeHIIMHa OOJIbHAs W cepauTasi, Oymauiia
MEHS Ha Jac paHbIIle, YeM eTro; s YNCTHII OOYBb M ILIAThe XO3SIEB,
MprKa3unka, Caimm, CTaBUJI camMoBap, IPUHOCUI IPOB IS BCEX
neyeit, YMCcTUI cyaku mis obena. Ilpuasa B marasuH, rnoaMerant
MOJ, CTUPaI MbUIb, TOTOBUJ Yail, pa3HOCWI TOKYIaTeJsIM TOBap,
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XOIWJI IOMOM 3a 00eIOM; MOIO ITOJDKHOCTh Y JIBEPH B 3TO BpeMS
ucnonHs1 Cama W, HaXos, YTO 3TO YHIDKAeT €ro JTOCTOMHCTBO,
pyraj MeHSI:

— VYBanenn! Paboraii BOT 3a TeOsl...

MHe ObUIO TATOCTHO U CKYYHO, s TPUBBIK KUTh CAMOCTOSITEJIb-
HO, C yTpa J0 HOUM Ha TecuaHbIX yauuax KyHaBuHa, Ha Oepery
myTHoii Oku, B moJjie, U B jecy. He xBatajio 6a0yiiku, ToBapu-
Ieli, He C KeM OBbLJIO TOBOPUTD, a XKM3Hb pa3Apaxkasa, MoKa3bIBasl
MHE CBOIO HEKa3UCTYIO, JDKMBYIO M3HAHKY.

Hepenko ciayganock, 4To MOKynaTeIbHUIIA YXOIWIa, HUIETO He
KyIUB, — TOTAAa OHU, TPOE, YYBCTBOBAJIM Ce0sI OOMXKEHHBIMU. XO-
3SIMH TIPATAI B KapMaH CBOIO CIAIKYI0 YIBIOKY, KOMaHIOBAII:

— Kammpun, npubepu ToBap!

W pyrancs:

— Wb Hapeuia, cBuHbA! CKYIIHO AOMa CHOCTh Aype, TaK OHA
Mo marasuHam uuisiercsl. bouia Obl Thl MOeit XXeHol — 51 O TeOsl...

Ero xeHa, cyxasi, yepHorjasas, ¢ 00JbIIMM HOCOM, ToMaja Ha
HEro HoraMu M Kpuualia, Kak Ha CJIyTY.

YacTo, MpoBOAUB 3HAKOMYIO MOKYIATEJIbHUIY BEXJIHMBBIMU
MOKJIOHAMU U JI00E3HBIMU CJIOBAMU, OHU TOBOPWJIM O HEil rpsi3-
HO U OECCTHIIHO, BBI3bIBAsl Y MEHS XKeJaHWe BhIOEXKaTh Ha YJIUILY
¥, TOTHAB XEHIIMHY, paccka3aTh, KaK TOBOPAT O HEM.

41, KoHeuHo, 3Haj, 4YTO JIIOAM BOOOIIE MJI0XO TOBOPSAT APYT O
Jpyre 3a rja3a, HO 3T T'OBOPUJIM 000 BCEX OCOOEHHO BO3MYTH-
TeJTbHO, KaK OyATO OHU OBLIM KeM-TO IPU3HAHBHI 32 CaMBIX JIyd-
KX JIIONEH M Ha3HAYeHBI B CyObM MHUpPY. MHOTUM 3aBHIysI, OHU
HUKOTIa HUKOTO HE XBaJWJIM M O KaXIOM YeJIOBEKEe 3HAJIU YTO-
HUOYIb CKBEPHOE.

Kak-To pa3 B MarasuH npuiiljia MoJjiofasi XeHIIMHa, C SPKUM
PYMSHILIEM Ha IeKaxX M CBepKalollMMU Tja3zaMu, OHa Oblia oje-
Ta B 0apxaTHYIO POTOHIY C BOPOTHMKOM UEPHOIO Mexa, — JIULO
€€ BO3BBIIIAJIOCh HAJ MEXOM, KaK YAUBUTEIbHBIN LIBeTOK. COpo-
CHUB C IJIeY poToHAYy Ha pyku Calid, oHa cTaja elié¢ KpacuBbee:
CTpoifHas1 ¢urypa ObljIa TYyro OOTSIHYTa roJlyoOBaTO-CEePBhIM IIEN -
KOM, B yIIIaX CBepKaJW OPUJIbSHTHI, — OHA HAIIOMWHAaJa
MHe Bacwmmcy IlpekpacHyto, 1 5T ObUT yBEpPEH, 9TO 3TO Ca-
Ma rybepHaTtopina. E€ mpuHsiIM oco0eHHO MOYTUTENIBHO,
U3rubasich nepen Hew, KakK Mepel OTHEM, 3aXJIE0bIBasiCh
JII00Ee3HBIMU CIOBaMH. Bce Tpoe MeTalmch IO MarasmHy,
TOYHO Oechl; Ha CTEKJAX IIKAIMoOB CKOJb3WIN UX OTpaxe-
HUSI, Ka3aJoCh, YTO BCE KPYrOM 3aropelioch,
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TaeT W BOT ceifyac MpUMeT MHOM BUI, UHBIC
¢GOpMBEIL.

A xorma oHa, OBICTPO BHIOpaB JOpOTUE
OOTWHKM, YIILJIa, XO35IMH, IPUUMOKHYB, CKa3aj CO CBUCTOM:

— C-cyka...

— OnHO CJIOBO — aKTpuca, — € MPe3peHUEeM MOJIBUI
MpUKa3YUK.

M oHm cTanu pacckasbiBaTh APYT APYTY O JIIOOOBHUKAX
JlaMbl, O €€ KyTexXaxX.

ITocne obena x03s1MH JET cIIaTh B KOMHATE 3a Mara3mHoM, a s,
OTKPHIB 30JI0THIE €T0 Yachl, HaKaItajl B MeXaHU3M yKcyca. MHe ObI-
JIO OYeHb MPUSATHO BUIETH, KaK OH, IPOCHYBIIIMCH, BHIIIIE] B Ma-
Ta3WH C YacaMH B pyKax M pacTepsIHHO OOPMOTAJ:

— Yro 3a okaszusi? Bapyr yacel Bcniorenn! Hukorma aToro He
ObIBajio BcroTean! YK He K Xyay Ju?

Hecmotpst Ha oOuive cyeTbl B Mara3uHe W pabOThbl J0Ma, s
CJIOBHO 3acChITall B TSKENON CKyKe, U BCE yalle TyMajJoCh MHE: 4YTO
OBl Takoe cJenaTh, YTOO MEHS MPOTHAIU U3 Mara3uHa?

CHeXHbIE JIIOAM MOJYa MeJbKaloT MMMO JIBEpM Mara3mHa, —
KaXXeTCsl, YTO OHU KOTO-TO XOPOHSIT, MPOBOXKAIOT Ha KJaaOuIile,
HO OTO3[JIM K BBIHOCY M TOPOIISITCSI TOTHATh Ipod. TpsicyTes Jo-
1aau, ¢ TpyaoM opoJieBasi cyrpodnl. Ha KosokojibHE LIEPKBU 3a
Mara3mHOM KaXXIblii Je€Hb YHBUIO 3BOHST — BEJIMKHUI TIOCT; yaaphl
KOJIOKOJIa OBIOT IO TOJIOBE, KaK ITOAYIIKOW: He OOJBHO, a TIIyIIe-
eIllb U TJIOXHEITb OT 3TOTO.

OmHaxnpl, Korma s pa3dupai Ha IBOpe, Y IBepH B MaraswH,
SIIAK TOJIBKO YTO MOJYYCHHOTO TOBapa, KO MHE ITOIOIIeNT Iep-
KOBHBII CTOPOXK, KOCOOOKHMI CTaApUUYOK, MSTKHMI, TOYHO U3 TpSi-
MOK CHeJiaH, U pacTperaHHbIi, Kak OyaTO ero codaku pBald.

— Tol Obl, yesioBeue OOXUMIA, yKpaa MHE KaJIOUIKU, a? — Tpel-
JIOXKWJI OH.

S npomomnuasn. IIpuceB Ha MycTO SAIIUK, OH 3€BHYJ, MepeKpe-
CTUJI POT U CHOBA:

— Ykpanp, a?

— BopoBath Henb3st! — COOOIIMIT S eMy.

— A BOpYIOT, OIHAKO. YBaXb CTapOCTh!

OH OBUT IPUATHO He TIOXOX Ha JIIOACH, cpear KOTOPHIX ST KT
s TIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO OH BIIOJIHE YBEPEH B MOEI TOTOBHOCTH YK-
pacTh, U COTIaCUJICS MOJATh eMy KaJIoIIM B (POPTOUKY OKHA.

— Bor u nagHO, — He paaysch, CIIOKOMHO cka3ai oH. — He oM-
MaHelib? Hy, Hy, yX S BUXY, YTO HE OMMaHelllb...

7



IMocumen ¢ MUHYTY MOJI9a, pacTHpasi TPSA3HBIN, MOKPBIA CHET
TIOIOIIIBOIA cartora, IMTOTOM 3aKypWJI TJIMHSIHYIO TPYOKY W BIPYT WC-
IyTajJ MeHs:

— A exenu g Te6s1 ommaHy? Bo3bMy 3TU caMble Kajoliu, a K
XO3MHY OTHECY, 1a U CKaxy, UTO Mpojaj Thl MHE UX 3a MOJTUHY?
A? lleHa uM cBbIllIe ABYX LIEJKOBBIX, a Thl — 3a nojaTtuHy! Ha roc-
TUHLUBI, a?

1 HeMOTHO CMOTpea Ha Hero, Kak OyATO OH yXe cAenanl To,
4yTO obelliaa, a OH BCE TOBOPUJ TUXOHBKO, THYCaBO, TJIsiAsl Ha CBOM
Carior M MOTILIXMBAs TOyObIM ITHIMOM.

— Ecnm okaxeTcs, HaIpMMepHO, YTO 3TO XO3SIMH Xe M HayIrI
MEHS: MW UCITBITall MHE Majiblla — HACKOJIBKO OH Bop? Kak Tor-
na oymer?

— He mam g TebOe Kamomm, — cKazall S CepauTo.

— Tenepb yX Helb3sl He AaTh, KOaU obelan!

OH B3s1 MEH$I 3a pyKy, IPUBIEK K cede 1, CTyKasl XOJOIHbIM
MaJblieM 10 JIOY MOeMY, IEHUBO MPOJOJIKa:

— Kak e 3T0 Thl HM C TOrO, HU C Cero, — Ha, Bo3bMu?!

— Tel cam mpocu.

— Mauio 1 yero s Mory nomnpocutb! S Tebs1 mornpoIy 1epKBy
orpabuTh, Kak e Thl — orpabuilnb? Pa3Be MOXHO 4e/lOBEKY Be-
puTh? AX TBI, TypavoK...

N, oTToNKHYB MEHS, OH BCTaJl.

— KanomreB MHe He Hamo KpaneHBIX, s He OapWH, KaJloIlei He
HoOIITy. DTO s MOIIYTWI TOJBKO... A 32 TIPOCTOTY TBOIO, KOTHa TIa-
cXa MPUIET, 1 Te Ha KOJOKOJBHIO ITYIY, 3BOHUTh OyIeIb, TOPOII
TOTJISIINIIb. ..

— 41 3Haio ropon.

— C KOJIOKOJIbHU OH Kpallle...

3apbiBasi HOCKU Caror B CHEr, OH MEMJEeHHO YIIEN 3a yroj
LIEPKBU, a 1, TS5 BCaAeA eMy, YHbLUIO, UCITyTaHHO OyMall: OeicT-
BUTEJIbHO MOIIYTUJ CTAPUYOK WY MOAOC]AaH ObLT XO3SIMHOM TIpO-
BepuTh MeHs1? ntu B Mara3uH OBLIO OOSI3HO.

Ha nBop Bbickounn Caiira ¥ 3aKpuyar:

— Kaxkoro yopra Tl BO3UIIIbCS!

A 3amaxHyJsCcAd Ha HETO KJeaMU, BAPYT B30ECUBILIKCD.

4 3Ha, 9TO OH M IIPHKA3UYMK OOKpaIBIBAIOT XO3SMHA:
OHU MpsATaau napy OOTMHOK UM Ty(deab B TpyOy Ieuu, Imo-
TOM, YXOHOS M3 Mara3mHa, CKpBIBAJI X B PyKaBaXx ITajIbTo.
DTO He HPaBUJIOCh MHE U ITyrajo MeHs, — s TOMHWJI yT-
pO3y XO35IMHa.

8



— Tol Bopyewib? — cripocun s Cary.

— He g, a crapmmii npukazunk, — o0b-
SICHWJI OH MHE CTPOTO, — S TOJIBKO ITOMOTa0
eMy. OH roBopuUT — yciryxku! £ TOJKeH CiylliaThbes, a TO OH
MHE MaKOCTh YCTPOUT. Xo3sauH! OH caMm BUYEpallIHUN TTPU-
Ka34yuK, OH BCE MOHMUMAaET. A Thl MOT4M!

ToBopsi, OH cMOTpesa B 3epKajio U IOIPAaBJIsI TajJCTyK
TeMU K€ IBUXKEHUSIMU HEECTeCTBEHHO PaCTONBIPEHHBIX
MajblieB, KaK 3TO Jeiall CTapIiuii mpukazyuk. OH HeyTo-
MHMMO ITOKa3bIBaJl MHE CBOE CTapIIMHCTBO M BJIACTh HAIO MHOIO,
KpUJaJl Ha MeHsI 0acoM, a MpUKa3bIBasi MHE, BRITSITUBAJI PYKY BITe-
pEN OTTAJIKMBAIOIINM KeCcTOM. $I OBLT BBINIE €r0 M CUJIbHEE, HO
KOCTJISIB ¥ HEYKITIOXK, a OH — IJIOTHEHBKMI, MSTKMI U MAaCJISTHBIM.
B cropTyke 1 6proKax HaBBIIIYCK OH Ka3aJICsl MHE BaXXKHBIM, COJIUI-
HBIM, HO OBLJIO B HEM UYTO-TO HEHpPUSITHOE, cMelmHoe. OH HeHa-
BUJIEJI KyXapKy, 0a0y CTpaHHYI0, — HeJib3s ObLIO TMOHSTh, J00Opast
OHa WU 3Jasl.

— Jlydie Bcero Ha cBeTe JIOOJIO 1 00M, — TOBOpUJIa OHA, IIU-
POKO OTKPBIB YEPHBIE, ropsiuue riiaza.— MHe Bc€ eMHO, Kakoii 0oii:
METYXU JIU AepyTcsl, CO0AKH JId, My>KMKU — MHE 3TO BCE €IUHO!

M ecnu Ha aBope Apaiuch METyXu WM TojayOu, oHa, OpocuB
paboty, HaG0Ha1a 3a Apakow OO0 KOHLA €€, IJsas B OKHO, TJIy-
xas1, Hemas. [lo Beyepam oHa roBopuia mMHe u Carre:

— YTo BBI, peOSATUILIKHU, 3PSI CUAUTE, MOAPATUCH OBl JIydiie!

Caia cepourcsi:

— S Tebe, mype, He pebATHUINKA, a BTOPOM MPUKA3ZYUK!

— Hy, sroro g He BuXy. T MeHSI, TOKyla HeE XEHAT, pe-
0€HOK!

— Jlypa, aypbs roJyiona...

— bec yméEH, na ero 6or He JIOOUT.

E€ noroBopku ocobeHHo pazapaxanu Callly, OH Apa3HUI €€, a
OHa, MPEe3pUTEeIbHO CKOCUB Ha HEro rjasa, roBopuia:

— DX TbI, TapakaH, Oorosa omnoOKal

He ogHaxnbl OH yroBapuBaj MeHSI HaMa3aTb €ii, COHHOM, JIu-
110 BaKCOM WJIM caxkel, HATBIKATh B €€ IMOAYIIKY OyJIaBOK MIH KaK-
HUOYIb MHAYe «IIOAIIYTUTh» Ham Heil, HO ST OOsUIcs KyXapKu, Ia
M CITajla OHAa 9YTKO, 9aCTO MPOCHITASICh; IPOCHETCS, 3aXKET JTaM-
Iy ¥ CUANT Ha KPOBATH, DSOS Kyoa-To B yroji. MHorma oHa mpu-
XOOWIa KO MHE 3a MUKy U, pa30yauB MeHs, IIPOCHIa XPUILIO:

— He cnurcst mue, Jlekcelika, 603HO 4ero-To, MOroBOpU-Ka
Thl CO MHOW.




CKBO3b COH S YTO-TO pacCcKasbIBaj €il, a OHa cHIeiIa MOoj9a 1
TMOKaYMBajiach. MHe Ka3aJloCh, YTO Topsidee Telo €€ IMaxXHeT BOC-
KOM ¥ JIaJJaHOM M 9TO OHa CKOPO YMPET. MOXeET OBITh, Jaxe ceil-
yac BOT TKHETCS JTUIIOM B TToJI 1 YMPET. Co cTpaxa s1 Ha4WHaJI TO-
BOPUTH TPOMKO, HO OHA OCTaHaBJIMBajia MEHS:

— m! A To cBOIOYUM TTPOCHYTCS, TTIOAYMAIOT PO TeOsI, YTO Thl
JIIOOOBHUK MOIA...

Cugena oHa OKOJIO MEHS BCeraa B ONHOM I103€: COTHYBIIUCH,
CYHYB KUCTU PYK MEXIy KOJIEH, CXKXUMas UX OCTPBIMM KOCTSIMU
Hor. Ipyneit y He€ He ObUI0, U axke CKBO3b TOJICTYIO XOJCTUHY py-
0axu mpocTymnaju peédpa, TOUHO OOpy4YM Ha paccoxileiicsi Oouke.
CuauT I0JITO MOJTYa W BOPYT IIPOIICITICT:

— XOTb yMepeTh Obl, YTO JIM, TaKasl BCE TOCKA...

W cripocuT KOro-To:

— Bort u noxuna — ny?

— Cmm! — roBopwiia oHa, IpephiBasi MEHS Ha ITOJIYCJIOBE, pa3-
rubayach U, cepasi, Tasijia 6eCIlyMHO B TEMHOTE KyXHHU.

— Benpma! — 3Ban e€¢ Caiia 3a riasa.

A npemioxun emy:

— A THI B IJ1a3a cKaxu e 3T1o!

— Jymaelb, mo6010ch?

Ho toTyac e cMopinmics, TOBOPS:

— Her, B mmasza He ckaxy! MoxXeT, OHa BIIpaBIy BeIbMa...

OTHOCSICh KO BCEM IIPEHEOPEKUTEIBHO M CEPAUTO, OHA M MHE
HU B 9YéM He MUPBOJIWIA, — AEPHET MEHS 3a HOTY B IIIECTh YacOB
yTpa U KPUIUT:

— byne npeixaytb-To! Tamu npos! CtaBs camoBap! Yuctu kap-
TOUIKY!..

ITpoceimancs Caiia ¥ HBLT:

— Yto TbI opélib? A XO35IMHY CKaxy, CIaTh HEJb34...

BricTpo nepenBurast mo KyxHe CBOU Cyxue KOCTH, OHa CBEpKa-
Jla B €r0 CTOPOHY BOCHAJEHHBIMU OECCOHHUIIEH Ia3aMu:

— Y, 6oroBa ommbka! beur Obl Tl MHE HAChIHOK, SI Obl TeOs
OIITUIIAJIA.

— IIpoxnsaras, — pyraics Caira U mo mopore B Mara-
3WH BHYyLlIa1 MHe: — Hanmo caenats, yTo6 e€ mporHanu. Ha-
JI0, HE3aMETHO, COJIM BO BCE I1OA0ABISATh, — €CJIU Y Heeé BCE
OyzeT MmepecojieHo, MPOroHsIT eé. A To KepocuHy! Tel uero
3eBaelllb?
— A TH1?

OH cepauTo (BIPKHYII:
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— Tpyc!

Kyxapka yMepsia Ha HallnMX Tjla3ax: Ha-
KJIOHHWJIACh, YTOOBI MOMHSTH caMoBap, U
BIpPYT cejla Ha I10JI, TOYHO KTO-TO TOJKHYJ €€ B Ipydb, I0-
TOM MoJIua CBajJujach Ha OOK, BBITSTMBAs PYKM BIEpEN, a
W30 pTa y Hee MOTeKJIa KPOBb.

Mpbl 06a ToTYac MOHSIU, YTO OHA yMepJia, HO, CTUCHY-
ThIe MCITyTOM, AOJITO CMOTpEJIN Ha He€, He B cujax CJoBa
ckaszatb. Hakonen Cailia ctpemriiaB Opocujics BOH U3 KyX-
HH, a 51, HE 3Hasl, YTO JeJIaTh, NIPUXKAJICS y OKHa, Ha cBety. [Ipu-
IET XO3SIMH, 03a00YEHHO TIpHCe]l Ha KOPTOYKH, TOIIYIal JIUIIO
KyXapKu TaJIblieM, cKa3al:

— JleiicTBuTeNbHO yMepaa... YTo Takoe?

M cran KpecTUThCS B yrojl, Ha MaJIeHBKUI 00pa3oK HWKOJbI
YynoTtBopiia, a IMOMOJIMBIINCH, CKOMAaHIOBAJI B CEHHU:

— KaiupuHs, 6eru, o0bsIBU Moauuu!

ITpuién nmoauuencKuii, MOTONTAaNCs, MOJYUYWI Ha Yail, YIIEn;
IOTOM CHOBA SIBUJICSI, @ C HUM — JIOMOBOM M3BO3YMK; OHU B3sUIU
KyXapKy 3a HOTH, 3a I'OJIOBY M YHECIU €€ Ha yiully. 3arjsiHyna u3
CEHEM XO3diiKa, MpuKasajia MHE:

— Brimoii mout!

A XO35IMH cKa3zall:

— XopoI1o, YTO OHA BEYEPOM TOMepIIa...

A He ToHsUT, moyeMy 310 Xopoiio. Korma moxwmmce ciaTth, Ca-
IIa cKa3aJl MHE HEOOBITHO KPOTKO:

— He racu nammy!

— bouibca?

OH 3aKyTaJj roJIoBy OA€sIJIOM M J0JTro Jiexana Mojaya. Houb ObI-
Jla TUXasi, CJIOBHO MPUCIYLIMBAJach K YeMY-TO, YErO-TO Xaaja, a
MHEe Ka3aJoCh, YTO BOT B CJICOYIOIILYIO CEKYHIY YAAPSIT B KOJOKOJ
U BAOPYT BCEe B ropoje 3a0eraroT, 3aKpUyaT B BEJIUKOM CMSITCHUU
cTpaxa.

Carra BBICYHYJI HOC M3-TIOJ Ofiesia M MPeIOKUI TUXOHBKO:

— JlaBaii JskeM Ha Te4uu, psiaom?

— ZKapko Ha mneynu.

ITomomyaB, OH cKaza:

— Kak oHa — cpagy, a? Bort Te6e u Beabma... He Mory ycHyTb...

— W g He mory.

OH crajJ paccKa3blBaThb O ITOKOMHMKAaX, KaK OHH, BBIXOOS W3
MOTHJ, OPOISAT IO TOJYHOUYW IO TOPOMY, WINYT, TIe KWW, TOe Y
HUX OCTaJlCh POIHbIE.
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— T1OKOMHUKHN ITOMHST TOJBKO TOpPOJd, — TUXOHBKO T'OBOPUII
OH, — a VJINIIBI ¥ J0Ma He TTOMHST YX...

CraHOBUJIOCH BCE THIIE, KaKk OynaTo TemHee. Callla IIpUITOIHSIT
TOJIOBY U CIPOCUII:

— Xouelllb, TOCMOTPUM MOl CYHIYK?

MHe naBHO XOTEeJIOCh Y3HaTh, UTO OH IpsiYeT B cyHAyke. OH
3aMupaj ero BUCSYUM 3aMKOM, a OTKPbIBaJ Bcerma ¢ KaKUMMU-TO
0COOEHHBIMM MPEIOCTOPOKHOCTIMU U, €CJIU S TIBITAJICS 3arJISTHYTh
B CYHAYK, ITpy0O CIpallinBall;

— Yero Tede Hamo? Hy?

Korma s cormacuicst, oH cesl Ha TIOCTeIM, He CITycKasi HOTM Ha
TOJI, U YK€ TOHOM IIpMKa3aHUs Bejesl MHE ITOCTaBUTh CYHIOYK Ha
TOCTeN b, K ero HoraM. Kuriou Buces y Hero Ha raiiTaHe, BMECTE C
HaTeJbHBIM KpecToM. OIISHYB TEMHBIE YIJIBI KYXHHM, OH BaXXHO
HaXMypWJICs, OTIIEP 3aMOK, ITOAYJI Ha KPBIIIKY CYHAyKa, TOYHO
OHa OBlTa TOpsidasi, ¥, HAKOHEeIl TIPUIIOTHSB €€, BBIHYI HECKOJIb-
KO map OeJibs.

CyHAyK ObL1 [0 MOJIOBMHBI HAIMOJHEH anTeYHbIMU KOPOOKa-
MU, CBEPTKAMU Pa3HOLIBETHOMN YaliHOW OyMaru, >KeCTSHKaMU M3-
Mo BaKChl U CapiauH.

— 310 YTO?

— A BOT yBUIMIIb...

OH O0OHSUT CYHIYK HOTAaMU M CKJIOHWJICS HaJl HUM, HaIleBast TH-
XOHBKO:

— llapro HeOGeCHBIM. ..

S oXuman yBHIOETh UTPYIIKU: S HUKOTIA HE MMeJ UTPYIIeK U
OTHOCWJICSI K HUM C HapyXHBIM IIpe3peHHeM, HO He 0e3 3aBUCTHU
K TOMY, Y KOro OHM ObUIM. MHe O4eHb IMOHPaBUIOCh, 4To y Ca-
ILI1, TAaKOTO COJIMAHOIO, €CTh UTPYLIKM; XOTS OH U CKPbIBAET UX
CTBIIJIMBO, HO MHE TIOHSITEH ObLI 3TOT CThII.

OTKpBIB MEPBYIO KOPOOKY, OH BBIHYJI U3 He€ OIMpaBy OT OUKOB,
Hajesl e€ Ha HOC W, CTPOTO IJISIASl Ha MEHs, cKas3ai:

— DTO HUYEro He 3HAYMT, YTO CTEKOJ HET, 3TO YK TaKue OuKu!

— Jlait MHEe TTOCMOTpETB!

— Tebe oHM He 1O MazaM. DTO IS TEMHBIX TJ1a3, a 'y
TeOsT KaKhe-TO CBETNIbe, — OOBSICHIJI OH U ITO-XO3SMCKU
KPSIKHYJI, HO TOTYAC e MCIYTaHHO OCMOTPEJ BCIO KYXHIO.

B xopobOke u3-mop Bakchl JieXaao MHOTO pa3HOOOpas-
HBIX MYTOBUII, — OH OOBSICHWI MHE C TOPHOCTHIO:

— D10 9 Bc€ Ha ynuue cobpan! Cam. Tpunuatb cemb
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B tpeTheii KopobKe oKazaauch 0OJbIINe
MenHble OyJaBKM, TOXe COOpaHHbIe Ha
yaulie, MOTOM — CaloXHble MOJKOBKH,
CTEpPTHIE, CJIOMaHHbIE U LieJIbHbIE, MPSXKKU OT OaliMakoB
U Ty(enb, MeaHasl IBepHasi pyuyka, CIOMaHHBIM KOCTSIHOM
HabangallHUK TPOCTU, NE€BUUbS TOJIOBHAas TIpebOEHKa,
«COHHUK UM OpaKyJl» U ellé MHOXECTBO Bellleil TaKol ke
LIEHHOCTH.

B Moux nmouckax TpsIOK U KOCTEM s JIETKO MOT Obl CO-
OpaTh TaKMX IMYCTSIKOBBIX LITYYEK 3a OAMH MeECSll B JECITb pa3
6ospire. CaliMHBI BEIIM BBI3BAJM y MEHS YYBCTBO pa3odyapoBa-
HUSI, CMYILIEHUSI U TOMUTEIbHOU KaJl0CTU K HeMY. A OH pas3Iiisi-
JbIBaJI KaXAYIO IITY4YKY BHUMATEIbHO, JIOOOBHO TJaaui €€ Majib-
1IaMM, €Tr0 TOJICThbIE TYObl BaXKHO OTTOIBIPUJINCH, BBIIYKJIbIE IJ1a3a
CMOTpeId YMWIEHHO U 03a00YEHHO, HO OUYKU JeIadu ero JeTCKoe
JIMLIO CMEIIHBIM.

— 3aueM 310 TEbE?

OH MeJIbKOM B3IJISIHYJI Ha MEHSI CKBO3b OITpaBy OYKOB U CIIPO-
CWJI IOMKUM JMCKAHTOM:

— Xouelllb, TTOAapIO YTO-HUOYIL?

— Her, He Hago...

Buaymo, oOukKeHHbI OTKAa30M M HEOOCTaTKOM BHUMAaHUS K
0OorarcTBy €ro, OH MOMOJIYaJl MUHYTY, TOTOM TUXOHBKO MPEMLIO-
KW

— Bo3bMmu mnoJioreHie, nepeTpéM BCE, a TO 3aIlbLIMIOCH...

Kornma Bemy ObI1M NEPETEPTHI U YJIOKEHBI, OH KYBBIPHYJICS B
MoCTeJb, JULOM K cTeHe. JIoXIb IMOILLEN, Karajlo ¢ KPbIlU, B OK-
Ha TOpKaJicsl BEeTep.

He obopauuBasice ko MHe, Caia ckazai:

— Iloroau, Korga B caiy CTaHET cyllle, s TeOe MOKaxy TaKylo
HITYKY axHellb!

A mpoMosyan, yKiaaablBasiCh CIaTh.

IIpomno emi€ HeCKOJbKO CEKYHJ, OH BAPYr BCKOYMWJ U, lia-
pamnasi pykaMu CTEHY, ¢ IoTpscalollei yoeauTeJIbHOCTbIO 3aro-
BOPUJI:

— 4 6010ck... Tocmomu, s 6010ck! Tocmonu momuityit! Yto ke
310?

Tyt 1 s ucnyrajacs 10 OHEMEHUs: MHE T0Ka3ajloCh, YTO Y OK-
Ha BO JBOD, CIIMHOW KO MHE, CTOUT KyxapkKa, HaKJIOHUB TOJIOBY,
yIupasich JOOM B CTEKJI0, KaK CTOsJIa OHA XUBasl, IJISIASL HA TeTy-
IIWHBINA OO¥.
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Cama pelgan, I1aparas CTeHy, Apblras Horamu. S ¢ TpymoMm,
TOYHO IT0 TOPSTYMM YIJISIM, HE OTJISIIBIBASCH, TIEPEIIE KYyXHIO H JIET
PSIOM C HUM.

HapepeBmich 10 yToMJIeHUsI, MBI 3aCHYIIH.

Yepes HECKOJIBKO THEH ITOCIE 3TOTO OBIT KaKO-TO MpPa3IHUK,
TOProBajiu 10 TMOAYAHs, obedanud Aoma, U, KOraa xo3seBa Iocse
ob6ena jeriu crath, Callla TAMHCTBEHHO CKa3all MHE:

— Nnpém!

A noramancs, 4To cefiyac YBIMIKY IITYKY, KOTOpasi 3aCTaBUT Me-
HST aXHYTb.

Boemum B cam. Ha y3koit mojoce 3eMiti, MEXIYy OBYX TOMOB,
CTOSITIO TeCSITKA TTOJITOPa CTaphIX JIMII, MOTYYHE CTBOJIBI OBLIN TI0-
KPBITHI 3¢JIEHOM BaTO JUIIAaEB, YEPHBIC TOJIBIC CYyYbs TOpYAJIA
MEpTBO. M1 H OMHOTO BOPOHBETO THE3Ma cpean HUX. [epeBba —
TOYHO MaMATHUKY Ha KJIamOWIIe, KpoMe STHX JIMII, B cagy HUYE-
ro He OBLIO, HM KyCTa, HM TPaBBI;, 3¢MJISI Ha JOPOXKaX ILJIOTHO
yTOIITaHa W YepHa, TOYHO YyTYHHASI; TaM, IIe U3-TI0M KYXJI0il Ipo-
IIJIOTOTHE! JINCTBBI BUIHBI €€ JIBICHHEI, OHA TOXE MOIEPHYTA TIJIe-
CEHbIO, KaK CTOsiuasi BOJa PSICKOMA.

Caia mpom€n 3a yroji, K 3a00py ¢ YJAULbI, OCTAHOBUJICS MO
JIUTION M, BBIKATUB IJ1a3a, MOIJISAe] B MyTHbIE OKHA COCEIHEro 10-
ma. IIpucen Ha KOPTOYKHU, pas3rped pykKaMu Kydy JUCTbeB, — 00-
HapYXWICS TOJCTBIM KOPEHb W OKOJIO HETo ABa KMPITMYa, IIy0o-
KO BIaBJieHHbIC B 3emuto. OH MPUIIONHSI MX — IOJ HUMM OKa-
3aJICST KYCOK KPOBEJIBHOTO Kelle3a, IMOf XeJle30M — KBaapaTHasI
IOIIeYKa, HAaKOHEII TIpeI0 MHOIO OTKPBUIACH OOJIBIIAs IbIpa, YXO-
IS TIOJ, KOPEHb.

Camra 3aX€r CIMYKY, ITOTOM OrapoK BOCKOBOI CBEYM, CYHYII
€r0o B 3Ty IBIPKY W CKa3aj MHE:

— Ilmagu! He 6oiicsa TosbKo...

CaM OH, BUIUMO, OOSIJICSI: OrapoK B PyKe ero ApoxKal, OH IT0-
OJieHe I, HEIIPUSITHO PACITyCTUJI TYOBI, IJIa3a €ro CTaJu BJIAXKHHI,
OH TUXOHBKO OTBOIWJI CBOOOIHYIO PYKY 3a criuHy. CTpax ero rme-
pemancs MHe, S OYeHb OCTOPOXKHO 3aIyISIHYJl B YIUIyOJeHHE IIOI
KOpHEM, — KOPEeHb CIYXKWJ Meliepe CBOIOM, — B IIyOMHE
e€ Cara 3aXEr Tpy OroHbKa, OHU HATIOJTHWIN TIEIIepy CH-
HUM cBeToM. OHa ObLIa JOBOJBHO OOIIMpHA, TITyOMHOIO
KaK BHYTPEHHOCTbh Bellpa, HO IIHpe, 00Ka e€ OBUIN CILIOINIh
BBIJIOXKCHBI KYCKaMHM Pa3HOLIBETHBIX CTEKOJ U UEPEITKOB
yaifHO TTocymsl. [TocpennHe, Ha BO3BBIIICHUH, TTOKPBITOM
KYCKOM KyMaua, CTOSIT MaJICHbKUIA Tpo0, OK-
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JIEEHHBIII CBUHIIOBOII OyMaroii, 10 I10JIOBU-
HBI TIPUKPHITHIN JIOCKYTOM YE€T0-TO TTOXOXKe-
TO Ha TapyYOBBIM IOKPOB, M3-IIOA ITOKPOBa
BBICOBBIBAJINCh CEPEHBKHE NTUYBU JIAIIKM U OCTPOHOCAS
roJIOBKa BOpOObs. 3a 'poOOM BO3BBIIIAICS aHAION, HA HEM
Jiexxasl MeIHbI HaTeJbHbII KPECT, a BOKPYT aHaJlosl rope-
JIU TPU BOCKOBBIE€ Orapka, yKpeIril€HHbIe B MOACBEYHUKAX,
OOBUTBIX CepeOpPSTHON U 30J10TOI Oymaroil oT KOHGeT.

OcTpusl OrHeil HaKJIOHSJIMUCH K OTBEPCTHUIO TEIIepHl;
BHYTPH €€ TYCKJIO OJIECTEIM pa3HOLIBETHBIC MCKPHI, TISITHA. 3arax
BOCKa, TEIUIONM THWJIM M 3¢MJIM OWJI MHE B JIMIIO, B TJIa3ax Iepe-
JINBaJIach, TIphITaja pa3apobicHHas pamyra. Bcé 210 BBIZBAIO y
MEHS TATOCTHOE YOWBIICHHE W ITONAaBWJIO MOU CTpax.

— Xopomo? — crpocun Caia.

— DT10 3aueM?

— YacoBHs1, — 00bsicHWI OH. — [Toxoxe?

— He 3nato.

— A Bopobeii — mokoitHuk! MoxeT, Mollu OyayT U3 HEro, Mmo-
TOMY UTO OH HEBMHHO IMOCTPaJaBIIMI My4eHUK...

— Tot ero MEpTBBIM HamEn?

— Her, oH 3aneren B capaii, a s HaKpbL1 €ro IIanKoWd W 3a-
JTYIIHTL.

— 3auem?

— Tak...

OH 3arjIsTHYJI MHE B TJla3a U CHOBA CITPOCIUI:

— Xopomuio?

— Hert!

Torma oH HaKJIOHWJICS K ITelepe, OBICTPO MPUKPBLI €€ JOCKOIM,
JKeJIe30M, BTUCHYJ B 3eMJII0 KMPIUYM, BCTAJl HA HOTW W, OUYMILas
C KOJIEH Ipsi3b, CTPOTrO CIIPOCUII:

— Iloyemy He HpaBUTCS?

— Bopo0bs xaiko.

OH nocMOTpesT Ha MEHSI HEMOABIKHBIMU IJ1a3aMU, TOYHO Clie-
MOM, W TOJKHYJI B I'Pyldb, KPUKHYB:

— Jlypak! DTo THl OT 3aBUCTU TOBOPHIIL, YTO HE HPABUTCS!
Hymaenib, y Te6s1 B camy, Ha KaHaTHO# yauue, jayuyiie ObLIO
caenaHo?

S BCIIOMHUT CBOIO OecenKy M YBEPEeHHO OTBETWI:

— Koneuno, nyuiie!

Camra cOpoCHIT ¢ IIJIed Ha 3eMJTI0 CBOM CIOPTYYOK M, 3aCy4H-
Basl pyKaBa, MOIJIEBAaB Ha JIAJOHU, MPEJIOXKWUI:
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