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T'masa I

Korga Mepu JlemHoKc mpuciaaau KUTh K Osae,
B MuccesnbsryaiiT-MaHOp, BCe TOBOPUJIN, UTO OHA Ca-
MBIl HEIPUATHBIN PeOeHOK, KAKOro MM KOTIHa-Jiu-
00 IPUXOAMJIOCH BHAETh. JTO ObLiIa mpaBga. ¥ Hee
OBLJIO MaJIeHbKOE XyHoe JINII0O M MaJIeHbKOe XYyI0e
Tesi0. Bosiockl y Hee ObLIu OeJIOKyphIe, ;KUAKIE, a
JINII0, C BEUHO KMCJIBIM BBIPpAKEHIEM, JKeJIToe, II0-
TOMY UTO OHa poauaach B HAUM M BeUHO XBopaJa
TO T€M, TO APYTUM.

Orelr ee cocTosAN Ha CJay:kbOe y aHIVIMICKOTO
IPaBUTEJIBCTBA, BCerla ObIBAJI OUEHDb 3aHAT 1 TOMKE
YacTo XBOpaJ, a MaTh ee OblIa KpacaBHIiia, KOTO-
pas Jrobuia TOIbLKO OBIBATEH B I'OCTSAX U BECEIUTHCS
B KPYTy BeceJbIxX Jofieii. Eif BoBce He HY:KeH ObII
pebeHOK, u, Korga poamiach Mepu, oHa mopydmjia
YXOJl 3a HEI0 TY3eMHOU CJY:KaHKe, MJIU aiid, KOTO-
poii majii MOHATH, YTO €CJW OHa ’KejlaeT YrOJIuTh
MeM-can0!, ToO pe0eHOK He MOJIKeH IIONafaThCa el
Ha TyIasa.

Mepu He OMHHJA, YTOOBI KOTma-iInO0 BHAesa
O0JMM3K0 UTO-HUOYAb, KPOME CMYIJVIOTO JIMIla CBOE

! Tax HaspiBalOT B MHAUYM GeJILIX MKeHIIUH.



ay® MM APYruX TY3eMHBIX CJIYT; a TaK KaK Bce OHU
BCcerma IIOBUHOBAJINCH €M M IO3BOJIAJHN el JeJjaTh
BCe II0-CBOEMY, IIOTOMY UTO MeM-camb MOIJia pac-
CepAUThCA, ecau ObI ee 00eCHOKOMJ KPHUK pebeH-
Ka, TO LIecTH JeT oT poay Mepu Obliia Beawmuamiinei
ATOMCTKOMN 1 THPAHKOM.

MoJsiogasi ryBepHaHTKa-aHIVIMUAHKA, KOTOPYIO
B3AJIM, YTOOBI HAYUNTL Mepu UuTaTh U IHCATh, TAK
HeB3JII001Ia ee, UTO Uepe3 TPU Mecsila OTKasajach
OT MecTa, a Korma ABJSAJINCH APyrue I'yBepHAHTKH,
TO OHU YXOIWJIN Uepes elle 0ojiee KOPOTKOE BpeMsd,
yeM nepBas. U ecau 661 Mepu camoii He 3aX0TeJIOCh
BBIYUMTLCA UHTATh M IIMCATh, TO OHA HUKOILA He
nmMesa ObI BOBMOYKHOCTH HAYUYUTHCA Take asOyKe.

B oxmo crpamHo kapkoe yTpo — eil Torma
OBLTIO ysKe OKOJIO MeBATH JIeT — OHa IIPOCHYJIACh
0CO0EHHO 3JIad U Pa303JIMJIach elne 00JbIle, KOrma
yBHJeJIa, UTO CJIYy:KaHKAa, CTOABIIAA BO3Jie ee II0-
cTesu, OBLIA He ee ais.

— 3auem THI mpunLIa? — cKasajia OHAa YY:KOU
JKeHIIuHe. — §1 He mo3BOJIIO Tebe ocTaThbCSI TYT.
IIpuman MmHe MO0 aiis!

VY KeHIUHBI ObLJI UCIIYyTaHHBIA BUMI, M OHA IPO-
OopMoTaja, UTO aiid He MOMKEeT HPUUTH, a Korma
Mepu B HeMCTOBCTBe cTajia OMTHL U TOJKATh ee, OHA
TOJIBKO HCITyTaJiach eIe 0O0Jbllle W IIOBTOPUJIA, UTO
ais HeBO3MOXKHO IIPUNTU K MHUCCH-caud.

B 910 yTpo B caMoM BO3ayxe TOUYHO HOCUJIOCH
YTO-TO TanmHCTBeHHOoe. Hwumuero He gesanu OObIU-
HBIM TOPAIKOM, M HEKOTOPBHIX M3 TY3eMHBIX CJIYT
BOBCe He OBLIO BUIHO, a Te, KOTOPhIX Mepu Buie-
Jia, JBUTAJINCL TOPOILIMBO WJM YKPAaJaKOil, ¢ OJex-
HO-CEPHIMM WCITyTaHHBIMU JunamMu. Ho el HUKTO
HHUYEero He TOBOPWJI, U ee alid Bce He ABJIAIACH.
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VYTpo mpoxXonmyio; CKOPO OHA OCTAJach COBCEM
OIHA, HAKOHEI[ BBLIILJIA B CaJ M CTAJa UI'PATh TOMKE
OIHA IOJ JIepeBOM, OKoJOo BepaHiabl. OHa mdeiaja
BUJ, YTO YCTPAUBAET I[BETOUHYIO KJIYMOY, 1 BTHIKA-
Jia OOJIbIIINEe SIPKO-aJible I[BEThI B MaJIeHbKHE KYUKU
3eMJIu, Bce 0oJibllle 1 OOJIBINIE pasapakasich m 00p-
Moua cebe IIoJ HOC BCe TO, UTO cobmpaach CKa3aTh
caunu, Bce Te OpaHHBIE CJIOBa, KOTOPLIMHU cOOmpa-
Jachk 0003BaTh ee, KOTJga OHa BEPHETCH.

— Csunbsa! Cunba! CBuHOe oTpombe! — ro0-
BOpHJa OHA, IIOTOMY YTO Ha3BaTh Ty3eMIla CBU-
Hbell — 9TO caMoe XyaIliee OCKopOeHe.

OmHa ckpekerasa 3ybaMu, IIOBTOPAA 9Ty Qpasy,
KoTZma ycJbllliaja, YTO Ha BepaHAy BRIILIA ee MaTh
emre ¢ KeM-TO. ITO OB OeJOKYPBIA MOJIOZOM uUe-
JIOBEK, M 00a OHUM CTOSAJN U TOBOPUIN KAKHUMI-TO
CTPAHHBIMU TUXUMHU T'OJOCAMMU.

Mepu sHajsia 6eJOKypOTO MOJIOIOTO UeOBeKa,
TIOXO0’Kero Ha MaJbUMKa; OHA CJIBIIIAJIA, YTO OH ObII
OUeHb MOJIOIOM O(UIEP, KOTOPhINI HEJTAaBHO IIPU-
exaJ u3 AHriann.

IeBouka risamesaa Ha HUX 000uX, HO OoJiee Ipu-
CTAJIBHO IVISIEeJIa HAa CBOIO MAaTh.

Ona Bcerga 5TO AeJjaja, KOTZa TOJBKO IIpeN-
CTABJAJICS CJy4Yall BHIETh ee, IIOTOMY 4YTO MeM-
caub — Mepu uacTo 3Bajla ee MMEHHO TaK, a He
nHaue — ObLIa TaKas BBICOKas, CTPOMHAas, Kpa-
cuBas JaMa M HOCUJIA IIpeJIeCTHLIe HapAIbl. Y Hee
OBLIM BOJIOCHI, KaK BOJHUCTBIA INEJIK, KPaCUBBINA
MaJIeHbKHII HOC, IIPe3PUTeJbHO B3JePHYTLIHA, u
Gosbinne cmeloluecsa raasa. Omgexxaa ee Bcerma
ObLIa JierKas 1 pasBeBamolascad M, KaK BhIpaka-
Jack Mepu, «IIOJHA KPYIKEB».
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B 510 yTpo Ha Heill ObLIO 0OJIbIlIe KPY:KEB, UeM
Bcerga, HO IIa3a ee He CMesJNCh; OHU ObLIU TaKue
O0OJIBIINE W MCIYraHHbIe U YMOJAIOIE IVIAeJU B
JIUIIO MOJIOAOTO 0eJIOKyporo oduiiepa.

— Heyxenu peno tax miaoxo? Heymenu? —
ycaslmasia Mepu ee Bompoc.

— VYixacHOo! — [apoKaIMM T0JOCOM OTBETHJI
MOJIOIOM UeJIOBeK. — YikacHo, muccuc Jlemuoxc!
BbI moKHBI OBLIN yeXaTh B TOPHI IBE HeOeJIn TOMY
Hasam.

Mem-caub craja JioMaTbh PYKHU.

— O, s 3Haw, UYTO [OOJIKHA ObLIa CcIejJaTh
oT0! — BOCKJHMKHYyJIa OoHa. — §I ocrajach TOJIBKO
IJIS TOTO, UTOOBI HOWTH HA STOT IVIYILIHA 3BaHBIN
o6en! Kak s 6pLma rrymal

B sTy MuHYTY M3 IOMEIIEHHWSA CJOYyT pasmai-
csd Takoél T'POMKHUI BOILIb, UYTO OHA yXBaTHJach 3a
PYKY MOJIOZOTO UeJIOBeKa, a Mepu 3aaposkajia ¢ T'o-
JIOBBI [0 HOT. BoILIb cTaHOBUJICS BCe 0ojiee JUKIM.

— Yto 9T70? YUTO 5TO? — IpOIIENTATIa MUCCIC
JlenHOKC.

— Kto-TO y™Mep, — OTBeTHJ MOJIOJON OQu-
1mep. — BbI He roBopuin, YTO 00JIE€3HB IIOSABUIACH
cpeau BalluX CJIYT!

— $1 He sHasma! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA MeM-camb. —

O, moiimeMTe CO MHOI, IIOMIeMTe CO MHOI!

OHa moBepHYyJIach 1 y0esKaJsia B JOM.

ITocye aToro HacTynmJiO HEUTO y:Kacaloliee, U
Mepu cTajo sicHO, IIOUYEeMY 3TO YTPO OBLIO TaKoe Ta-
WHCTBEHHOE.

ITosaBuiiack xXoJepa B caMOU TsKeJol popme, U
JIIOOW yMHUpaJIu, Kak Myxu. Ais 3abosesa HOUYbBIO,
U CJAYTW BOIMWJN B CBOUX XMKHHAX, IIOTOMY YTO
OHa TOJILKO UTO yMepJia. Houbio ymepJsu elne Tpoe
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CJIyT, a OCTAJIbHEIE B y:Kace Oerxaau. Beciomy mapm-
Jla maHWKa, U BO BceX OYHTaJ 0 OBIIM yMUpPAaIOIIue.

Ha caenmytomuii 1eHb, BO BpeMsI TPEBOTH U CMs-
TeHUsa, Mepu cupsTajiach B JeTCKOM, 1 Bce 3a0bI-
am o Heii. HuKTo He mymas o Hell, HUKOMY OHa He
ObLIa HYsKHA, M BOKPYT HIPOUCXOANJIO0 HEUTO CTPaH-
HOe, 0 UeM OHAa He MMeJia MOHATU.

Yacer mpoxoauiau, U Mepu IIOIEpPEeMEHHO TO
cumanga, To miakaiga. OHa 3Haja TOJbKO, UTO JIIOAU
XBOpaJu, W CJHLIIIAJa TAMHCTBEHHLIE UM IIyraBIIe
ee 3BYKU.

Pas oma mpokpaJiach B CTOJIOBYIO, KOTOpPas OKa-
3ajlach ITyCTOI, XOTA HA CTOJIE CTOSJ HEJOKOHUEH-
HBIN 00eI; CTyJIbs U TapejKH HMeJU TaKoil BUI,
Kak OyATO WX IIOCHEIHO OTOABUHYJU B CTOPOHY,
KoTZa JIIOAHW II0 KaKOW-TO NPUUYMHE BHE3AIIHO II0J-
HAJNCH M3-3a CTOJIA.

Mepu moesna (ppyKTOB U cyxapeill M, UyBCTBYdA
CUJBHYIO JKaXKIy, BRIINJIA CTOABIINI Ha CTOJE CTa-
Kau BuHa. OHO OBLIO CJagKoe, HO JeBOUKAa He IOLOo-
3peBaJia, 4YTO OHO OUeHb Kpemkoe. Ee ckopo HauaJo
KJOHUTH KO CHY, M OHA IOILIa 00pPaTHO B AETCKYIO
¥ OIATH 3amepJiach TaM, UCIyraHHasd KPUKaMU, KO-
TOpPbIE HECJNCH U3 XMIKNH, U 3BYKaMU TOPOILIMBLIX
maros. Buro HarLajgo Ha Hee TaKOI COH, UTO IJias3a
ee 3aKpPLLINCH IIOMKMO €e BOJIM; OHA Jerja Ha II0-
CTeJIb U TOUHO IIOTepsAIa CO3HaHUe.

OueHb MHOroe IIPOM3OIILJIO 34 Te MOJTHe YacChl,
YTO OHA CIIajia TAKMM TSAMKEJbIM CHOM, 1 ee He pas-
Oyamau HU BOIJIN, HU IIYM B OYHraJio, Ile YTO-TO
BHOCHUJIN 11 BHIHOCHJIN.

Korma oma mpocHy7n1ach, TO HOpPOAOJIKaJaa Jie-
JKaTh HENOJBUI/KHO, NPUCTAJIBHO TVIAAA HA CTEHY.
B mome Obla mosHeHIIass THUININHA, OHA He IIOMHU-
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Jia, 4TOOBI KOIa-ambo IIpekae B HeM I[apHJI0 TaKoe
O6eamosiBue. OHa He cJjbIlIaja HU I'OJOCOB, HHU IIa-
TOB U AyMaJjia O TOM, BCe JIK y:Ke BBI3JOPOBEJU OT
XOJIephI U IIPOIILIa Jiu Oena.

Iymajia oHA 1 O TOM, KTO Tellephb OyZeT yXaKu-
BaTh 3a Helo, Belb ee aiis ymepial! Beposaruo, Oymer
HOBasA alis, U OHA, OBLITh MOKET, OyZeT PacCKasbI-
BaTh HOBBIE CKA3KM; CTaphble CKAa3KMU y2Ke JOCTaTO4-
HO Hamoenu Mepu.

OmHa He ITaKaja O TOM, UTO yMepJja ee HAHBbKA.
Omna He ObLIA JIO0AITIM PeOEHKOM M HHKOIIA HU K
KOMY He ObL7Ia 0COOEHHO IIPUBSA3aHA.

IIIym, OeroTHsi, BOIJU II0 YMEPIIHUM OT XOJie-
pBI — BCe OTO HCIyrajo ee, M, KpOMe TOro, OHA
ObL7Ia OYEeHb CEPANTA, IIOTOMY UTO HUKTO He BCIIOM-
HWJI, YTO OHAa JKuBa. Bce Tak obe3dymesn OT y:Kaca,
YTO HHUKTO He MOAYMAaJj O JeBOUKe, KOTOPYIO HUKTO
He JIIOO0MJI.

Korga giongu s3abojieBanim xXoJiepoii, OHU, Kasa-
JIOCh, He MOIVIM AyMaTh HM O KOM, KpoMe celds ca-
mux. Ho eciu Bce OIATH BBI3JOPOBEJU, TO, KOHEU-
HO, KTO-HMOYIb MOJIKEH ObLJI BCIIOMHHUTH O HEHW u
OTBLICKATDH €e.

Ho HUKTO He IPUXOAMJ, X OHA BCe JexXajaa u
JKIaJIa, U B JJOMe, Ka3ajaoCh, CTAHOBUJIOCH BCE THUIIIE
u tuiite. OHA yCabIlIaga KaKoHi-TO IITOPOX Ha ITMHOB-
Ke ¥ Korfa B3IVIAHYJIa Ha MHOJ, TO VBUAEeJa MaJeHb-
KYIO0 3MeHNKY, CKOJIb3UBIIYIO II0 IIOJY U IVISAAEBIIYIO
Ha Hee MOXO;KMMH Ha AparoleHHble KAMHU IVIa3aMMU.

Mepu He ucmyrajach: 9To ObLIO Oe3BpeaHoe Ma-
JIEHBKOE CYII[eCTBO, KOTOPO€ HHUEero He MOIJIO eil
cresiaTh. 3MeliKa, Ka3ajloch, TOPOIMIACh BLIOPATh-
cd U3 KOMHATBHI, 1 Mepu BuIesia, KaK OHA CKOJIb3-
HyJIa TIOJ ABEPb.
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— Kax crpamHo m Tmxo! — ckasaga Me-
pu. — Kak O0yaro B JoMe HMUKOTO HET, KpoMe MeH:
Ia 3MenKu.

IToutu B Ty Ke MUHYTY OHA yCJbIXaja IIaru
B caly, a IIOTOM Ha BepaHIe. ITO ObLIU MYMKCKUE
Iary: MYKYHUHBI BOIILJIN B JOM M O UeM-TO THXO 3a-
rosopuian. HUKTO He BBIIIES UM HaBCTPeUy, HUKTO
He 3aroBOPUJI C HUMMK; OHM, Ka3aJ0Ch, OTKPBIBAJIA
IBepU U 3ariIAAbIBAJIA B KOMHATEI.

— FKaxoe omycromienmne! — ckasaja OOUH TIO-
jgoc. — U sTa KpacuBasd sKeHIUHA... 1a U PeOeHOK,
a gymaio, To:ke! §1 ciblman, uto OBLT pebeHOK,
XOTs €ro HUKTO HUKOTZIA He BUOeJ.

Korma oHM HECKOJIBKO MUHYT CIYCTS OTKPBLIN
IBepb, Mepu cTosja HOCPeIH NeTCKOii, HeKpacu-
Basd U 3Jad, HaXMypuB OpPOBHU, IIOTOMY UTO OBLIa
roJIOAHA, W YYBCTBOBAJA ce0s KaK-TO IIO30PHO 3a-
OpOIIIeHHOI].

IlepBbIii uesOBEK, BOIIEAIINIT B KOMHATY, OBLI
BBICOKHUIT OoQuIlep, KOoToporo Mepu OgHaKILI BU-
JIeJia y CBOEro OoTia. ¥ Hero ObLJ yCTaJbIil 1 03a00-
YeHHBIA BUJ, HO, KOTJAa OH yBHUIEJ ee, OH OBLI Tak
mopasKkeH, UTO UYyTh He OTCKOUMJ Ha3al.

— DBapmseit! — KpukHyJs OH. — 371ech pebGeHOK!
Pebenox, oguu! B rakom mecre! Boxxe moir, ma KTo
oHa Takas?

— §1 Mepu JleHHOKC, — YOIIOPHO CKasaJja Je-
BOUKA, BBIIPIAMIASACH BO BeCh pocT. UYeIOBEK STOT
TIOKasajcsad el oueHb I'pyObIM, IOTOMY UTO HAa3BaJl
JIIOM ee OTIIa «TaKuM mecToM». — §I ycHyJa, Korma
Bce ObLIM OOJIBHBI XOJIEPOM, M TOJIBKO UTO IIPOCHY-
Jgack. OTuero HUKTO He IPUXOLUT?

— 3910 TOT pebEeHOK, KOTOPOro HUKTO HUKOTZA
He Buiejl! — BOCKJUKHYJ oduiep, odpalrasch K

13



cBoeMmy cuyTHuUKy. — O Heit Ha caMoOM jeJie Bce 3a-
ObLm!

— Ilouemy 000 MHe 3a06pLIM? — CcIpoOCHJIA
Mepu, Tonaa Horoii. — llouemMy HUKTO He NPUXO-
auT?

MoJsomoii uesoBeK, KOTOPOro 3Baju bapuei,
TPyCTHO TOCcMOTpeJsl Ha Hee. Mepm nake mokasa-
JIOCh, UTO OH MUTHYJI TIJIadaMIi, TOYHO CMaxuBas
cesy.

— bBexgnaa kpomka! — ckasaa ou. — Hexomy
OPUUTU: HUKOTO He 0CTaJoCh.

TakuM CTpaHHBIM U HEOXKHIAHHBIM 00pasoM
Mepu ysuaiga, 4TO y Hee He OCTaJIOCh HHM OTIIa, HU
MaTepu, UTO OHM yMepJid U OBbLIN YBe3eHBLI HOUYLIO
M YTO Te Ty3eMHbI€ CJIYTI'd, KOTOPBLIE OCTAJUCH B
JKUBBIX, IIOCIIEIIHO IMOKUHYJINU AOM X HUKTO M3 HUX
Ja:ke He BCIIOMHWJI, UTO y HUX OblLiaa Muccu-cauO.
IlosTomMy-TO B moMe OBLIO Tak THUXO0; B HeM Jei-
CTBUTEJIHLHO HUKOIr0O 0OJIbIlle He OBLIO, KpOMe CaMOMi
Mepu na MmaaeHbBKON 3MENKH.

I'masa 11

Mepu sr00mIa U3TAAN TIALETh Ha CBOIO MaTh U
cumnTaja ee OUeHb KPACHBOIl; HO TaK KaK OHA OYeHb
MaJio 3Hajia ee, TO eIBa JII MOKHO OBLIJIO OKUIATh,
uyTO OHa OyZeT TOCKOBATh IO Hell, Korma ee He cTa-
HeT.

Ona HUYYTH He TOCKOBAJIa IO HEW W TaK Kak
Bcerma Onliua yriiyOJieHa B camMoe ce0s, TO ee IOo-
MBICJIBI ¥ TeIepPb, KaK OOBIKHOBEHHO, OBLIN COCpe-
IOTOUeHBI Ha cebe camoii. Byab oHa crapiie, oHa
ObI, BEPOSATHO, OUEHb OECIIOKOMJIACh HPU MBICJIH,
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YTO OCTajJach COBCEM OJHA Ha CBeTe, HO OHAa elle
ObljIa OUeHb MaJia, ¥ TaK KakK O Hell Bcerma 3a00TH-
JINCh, TO IIPeAIIoJarajia, 4To 9TO Bcerga OymeT Tak.

Hymajia oHa TOJBKO O TOM, IOTIAAET JU OHA K
XOPOIIUM JIOAAM, KOTOPbIe OyAyT ¢ Hel oOpaliaTh-
cs BEXKJIMBO W BO BCEM YCTYHAaTh eii, Kak 9TO AeJja-
Ja ee aiis m Apyrue Ty3eMHbIE CIY:KaHKU.

Mepu 3Hanza, YTO He OCTaHeTCs HaBcerga B
IOoMe AHTJIMICKOTO CBAIEHHWKA, KyJa ee B3sJU B
nepBoe BpeMs. Eif He XOTeJIOCh OCTaBaTHCA TaM.
AHTINHACKUN CBAIIeHHUK OBLI OeleH, W y HeTo
OBLTIO IIATEPO AeTel, YyTh JU HE OTHOJETOK, KOTO-
pble XOOWJIN B JIOXMOThSX, BCETIA CCOPUJINCH M Ta-
CKaJIM UTPYLIKU APYr y Apyra. Mepu HeHaBuaesa
WX HEOUPATHBIA AOM M TaK AypHO oOpalajach C
HUMH, UTO Uepes3 OBa JHS HUKTO He XOTeJ UI'PpaTh
C Helo.

— Tebsa OTONLIIOT JOMOM uepe3 HemeIwn, —
cKazaJ el omHa)KAbl Basuiab, MaJbUMK HIacTopa,
C IepsKuUMHU ToJyObIMH TJjIasaMU U B3JePHYTHIM

HOcOM, KoToporo Mepu HeHaBuaenaa. — M5uI Bce
OYeHb Pajbl 3TOMY.

— W a rTome pama, — orBermya Mepu. —
A rne sTO TakKoe «IoMOIi» ?

— Omna He 3Haer, rme 9T0? — MPE3PUTEILHO
ckasaJy ceMuieTHu Baguas. — IT0, KOHEUHO, AHT-

aua. Hama 6a0ymka KUBeT TaM, W B IIPOIILIOM
rony Tyza IocJjaju cecTpy Mabesab. A THI moemellb
He K 0a0Oymike; y Teb6s ee Her. ThI moemenis K cBoe-
My Osme; ero 30ByT muctep Apunbanabg Kpssewn.

— 1 HuKorma mpo Hero He CJbLIXaJia, — OTPBI3-
HyJaach Mepu.

— $1 smaro, yTo He cibIxXaja, — OTBeTuJ ba-
3UJIb, — Thl HUYETro He 3Haellb. [[eBOUYKM OOBIKHO-
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