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IhaBa 1
Ilo dopoee na 6an k eepyoeune Kunecoopo, 1817 200

— Tb1 nyMaeliib, ¢ Hel OyaeT Bce B opsiake?

— Ckem? C Cooueii? — copocui JItockeH. — C Hell Oy-
neT Bce xopolno. OHa Bellb C HSIHEM, B KOHILIe KOHIIOB.

OHU exaii Mo MPOCEJIOYHON Topore, OTKMHYBILIMCH Ha
MSTKHME CITMHKM CUIeHUi akunaxa. Oba maccaxupa ObUIU
OIIeTHI B BeuepHUE Hapsiabl. JIFOCheH B3IJISHYJ Ha CITyTHU-
11y, CUAEBILYIO HANIpoTUB. EMy Ka3ajaoch, UTO OH 3HaJ Jieau
Kpocou nenyro BeuHocTb. Korma-to ee MaTh IMo3Bojuja
JlrocheHy B3sTh KATpuH Ha pyku BO BpeMsl o0psiaa Kpele-
Hus. Torna JIxockeHYy OBLIO CeMb JIET, U OH CTPALIHO OOsIICs,
YTO YPOHUT MAJIOTKY B BO/y 1 Ta yTOHeT. [ToaToOMy Majibunk
KpernKo MpHXuMal ee K cede, YyBCTBYsI HEYBEpEHHOCTb, 10
TeX Top IMoKa ero codcTBeHHas MaTh He B3suia y Hero Ko-
TPUH U HE TTIO3BOJIWIIA CHIHY UATU UTPaTh.

— Ha, Tbl, KOHEYHO, TpaB, — mpoMojBwia KaTpuH,
BbIBONS JItocheHa M3 3aAyMUMBOCTU. — S BOJIHYIOCH M3-3a
TOrO, YTO BIIEPBbIC OCTaBJISAIO €e OaHY... BoT u Bce. — OHa
OTBEPHYJIACh K OKHY ¥ TTOMOJTYajia, a 3aTeM CHOBa TUXO 3aro-
Bopuiia: — I 4yBCTBYIO OTPOMHYIO OTBETCTBEHHOCTh 3a Hee.
OTOT rpy3 AaBUT MHE Ha TUICUM.

JltockeH He cpa3y oTBeTw. KaTpuH Haxoauaach B He-
npocToit cutyauuu. HemaBHO OBmIOBEB, OHa OCTajach C
pebeHKOM Ha pyKaxX M Temnepb J0JKHA Obla B OJUHOUKY
pacTUTb U BOCIUTHIBATh €To. JIIOCheH BCeraa cuuTai, 4To
KaTpuH mocroiiHa ay4dinero Myxa, Hexenn HYapib3 JIsHT-
IoH, BUKOHT Kpocou. OH HMKOTrna He yBaxaJl 3TOro 4ejio-

3



Beka. BUKOHT xeHusics Ha K3TpuH Bcero Jullb 3a roj a0
cBOel paHHel KOHUYMHBI. ITo MHeHuIo JItockeHa, 3TO ObLI
TpycauBblli yoamonok. Bo Bcsakom ciyuae, Kpocbu yBo-
JINJICS C apMEMCKOU cyKObl M0 00JIe3HU, KOTOPYIO SIBHO
cumyaupoBai. KpoMe TOoro, oH oTjiMyalicsi CKBEpHbIM Xa-
PaKTEPOM.

JllocbeH, KOTOPBIA BBIPOC B MECTEUKE, PaCIOJIOXEH-
HOM BCero Jivillb B noyyyace e3abl oT KpecT-XeiiBeHa, Ha
MPOTSKEHUU MHOTMX JIET MMeNT BO3MOXHOCTb HaOI0AaTh
3a Kpocbu. B roHOCTM OHM gaxe BMecTe yuyuwiauch B MTo-
He. OmHako JliockeH He cuutan Kpocou cBOUM MpUsITEIEM.
BBIicOKOMEpHBIIT M MPEeTeHIIMO3HbBIN, BUKOHT BCErma Ku-
YWJICS CBOUM TUTYJIOM. I OMHOBPEMEHHO OH CTapajcs BO
BceM TipeB3oiitu JItocheHa. Pagu aToro Kpocou mmopoii men
Ha oOmaH. JItocbeH Momo3peBaj, YTO BUKOHT HECIHpoCTa
xeHwiacst Ha KatpuH. Buaumo, oH 3aMeTui, 4yto JIlocheH
MUTAET K Hell TyOOoKKe HEXXHbIE UyBCTBa, XOTSI U CTapaeTcs
CKpBIBaTh 3TO. TOJIBKO CONMEPHUYECTBO MOTJIO MOABUTHYTh
BUKOHTa Ha Opak ¢ KaTpuH. A BOT IpUYMHBI, 3aCTaBUBIIINE
ee BhIMTU 3amMyxXK 3a Kpocou, 6b11u JIrocheHY COBEpILIEHHO
HETIOHSITHBI.

OH 3HaJ, yto matepu Katpun n Yapab3a ObUIM IpY>KHBI
W PETYJISIPHO €30WUJIU APYT K ApYTy Ha yail. I XoTs momecTbs
00eux cemeil He uMeiu oo1MX TpaHull, Kpocou xkuiu B oT-
HOCUTEJIbHON OJIM30CTU OT ycanbObl pomuTeneld KoatpuH.
Bo3moxxHO, UMEHHO 3Ta Ipyk0a W MpuBeja MOJOABIX JIO-
nen K cyrpyxectBy. Kak 661 To HU ObL10, HO JIIOCBEH 10 CUX
TOp MPOAOJIKAJ TePSIThCS B AOTanKax OTHOCUTEIBHO ITOA0-
IUIEKH 3TOT0 CTPAaHHOIO Opaka.

BbITSIHYB HOTM, OH B3IOXHYJI, PEIIUB, YTO HET HUKAKO-
ro CMbICJIa OTJISIABIBATHCS Ha Tpolioe. BocmoMuHaHus 00
ycorieM cyrnpyre KaTpuH MOIJIM OMpauyuTh YyIeCHBIN Be-
yep, KoTopbiii JItockeH HamepeBascsl TPOBECTH ¢ Hell. Briep-
BbI€ 3a BPEMsI CBOEI'O BIOBCTBa OHa Bhiexalsla B cBeT, U Jlio-
CbEH ObLJ TOJOH PEIIMMOCTU CHeNaTh 9TOT Beuep IJis Hee
He3a0bIBaEMbIM.



— Y Tebs1 MHOro Apy3seil, KOTOpbIE, sI YBEPEH, OymyT
panbl ToMo4Yb TeOe 3a00TUThC O pedeHKe, — ckaszaj Jlo-
ChEeH U, TTOMOJT4aB, 100aBmwiI: — B ToMm uyncie u 4.

KoatpuH, KOTOpas MMOYTH BCIO TOPOTY CMOTpPEIa B OKHO,
HaKOHell, MTOBEPHYJIACh K HEMY, 1 MX B3IJISIAbI BCTPETUIINCD.
OHa cjierka HakJIOHWJIACh Brepea, U JIrocbeH BIisimescs B
ee orpoMHble 3eseHble miasa. ['yobl KaTpuH ckpuBmINCh B
JIETKOW yIbIOKE.

— B camoM nene?

JltocheH 3HaJ, 4TO TMOCIEeIyeT 32 9TUM BOIIPOCOM, HO He
OTBEJI B3IJISAI, TIOCKOJIBKY HE XOTEN Ka3aThCs TPYCOM.

— S1 comHeBaloCh B TBOE# MCKPEHHOCTH, — TIPOIOJIKA-
Jia KaTpuH, — MOTOMY YTO HACTOSIINMI IPYT HE McUe3aeT U3
TBOEM XXM3HU Ha ABa Tofa, He cka3aB HU ciaoBa. Eciu Ob1 He
J00poTa TBOMX MaMbl 1 0aOYILIKM, 51 peliunia Obl, 4TO TeOs
yXe HET B XKUBBIX!

JrocheH nmomopiuuics. Henb3st Ob110 OTpULiaTh, YTO OH
noBeJ ce0s1 AYpHO 10 OTHOIIEeHUI0 K KaTpuH.

— Ho g Benp yxXe u3BUHWICSA! — BOCKIIMKHYJ JIIOChEH,
Kak OyITO MpOCTOE M3BMHEHNE MOTJIO 3ajlaTaTh Opelllb B UX
JIpy>X0e, BO3HUKIIYIO 110 ero BUuHe. OH J0JIKeH ObLT Bo30J1a-
roapuTh cyab0y 3a TO, YTO KATpUH He TOJILKO U3bsIBUJIA TO-
TOBHOCTb [TIOTOBOPUTH C HUM, HO U COTJIacUJIach eXaTh Ha 0aj
B ofiHOI1 KapeTe. CKpecTUB pyKu Ha Tpyau, JItocbeH Tskeo
B310XHYJA. — ThI Xe 3Haelllb, 5 BCeraa MeuTaa O NalbHUX
CTPAHCTBUSIX, IOATOMY, KaK TOJIbKO BOMHA 3aKOHUMJIACH, SI
YBOJIWJICSI C BOEHHOH CITY*KOBI M OTIPABWJICS MyTEIIeCTBO-
BaTh 110 MUPY. YeCTHO TOBOPS, s HE TyMaJl, 4TO TaK JOJITO He
YBUKY POIHBIE Kpas.

— Ho TwI make HU pa3y He HaIMcall MHe, — TIPOIIIenTalia
KaTpuH ¢ ropeubto B rosoce.

OHa OTKUHYJIACch Ha CIIMHKY CUJIEHbS, MPsiYa JIULIO B Iy-
CTOM TEHMU.

— Sl mosaraj, yTo Bce MOM IMKMCbMa OyIyT IyCTOM TpaToi
BpeMeHU. BepHyBIIMCH Tocie cpaxkeHus Ipu Batepioo, s
y3HaJI, 4TO Thl HEABHO BHIIILIA 3aMYX 1 OTIIPAaBUIACH B CBa-
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nebHoe nmytemecTBre. I103ToMy M pelin, 4YTo Thl, ITOXaIyH,
U He 3aMeTuIa Obl, B AHIVIMM 51 WJIN HET.

— Tbl IpaB, KOHEUHO. Yapiab3 — MMEHHO TOT MYKYMHA,
0 KOTOpOM $1 MeuTajia. M g Oblaa cyacTivBa CTaTb €ro Xe-
Hoit. ToT geHb, Korma oH chejiajl MHe MpeajioXeHue, cTal
CaMbIM CYACTJIMBBIM B MOEH XXU3HU.

Or ee cioB y JItocbeHa Bce CXKaloCh BHYTPH.

— S 3Har0, — MpoMoJBUJI OH. — I OBLT HECKa3aHHO paf,
3a Te0s.

JltocheH He MOHUMaJ, Kak eMy YIaJoCh IPOU3HECTHU ATy
¢pa3sy, ga eue Tak yoenurenabHo. IToxanyii, ¢ TaKMM aKTep-
CKMM TaJIaHTOM CJIeJ0OBaJIO TTOMPoOoBaTh ceds Ha clieHe!

— XM... 3HAYUT, Thl PEIIWJI, UTO OOJIblle HE HYXXEH MHE
Kak apyr? Yrto s He Oymy paza TBOeMy BO3BPaIlleHUIO C BO-
iHBI? — B ee rosoce ciblajics He yrnpek, a 60jb. JItocbeH
3aMelnKaics ¢ oTeeToM, u KatpuH cxkana ero pyky. M3 teM-
HOTBI CHOBA JIOHeccs ee 11enoT: — YTo Tebe OyaeT HeyI0THO
PSIOM CO MHOM IIOCJIE TOTrO, KaK...

— He Hago! — pe3ko obopsai ee JIIOCheH.

OTHU cI0Ba pacCeKJIM BO3AyX, CIOBHO B3Mmax cabaun. Ka-
TPUH OTIEPHYJIa PyKY U 3a0Miach B YroJl KapeThbl.

— IlpoctTn MeHs, — cKaszajla OHa APOXalllUM ToJIO-
coM. — 4 He xoTeJia MPOSIBJISITh K TeOe HeyBaxKeHUsI.

— Hapneroch, uyto Her. — JItocheH 3HAJ, YTO OOJIBHO pa-
HUT €€ CBOMMMU CJIOBaMM, HO HUYEro He MOr ¢ coboii nmone-
JaTh. — Sl He Xesaw o0CcyXaaTh ¢ TOOOI TeX, KOro yXe HeT C
HaMu — HU Moero oTua, Hu Kpocbu, Hu Moero o6para.

B kapete ycTaHOBUJIOCH HAaPsSDKEHHOE MoYaHue. bbbl
CIIBILLIEH JIMIIb TPOXOT KOJIEC U CTYK KOIIBIT, B3OMBaBIINX
JOPOXHYIO MbUTb. OHM OBICTPO MPUOIMKATIMCH K LIEIn TI0-
e3/IKMU.

Hakoneu KatpuH, ri1yboko B310XHYB, CHOBa 3arOBOPH-
na:

— Mory s mouHTepecoBaTLCS: BUACIICS JIU Thl YKe C ce-
CTpOIi TTocjie Bo3BpalleHus B AHruio? S 3Hawo, oHa yXKacHO
cKydJaJa I1o Te0e Bce 3TO BpeMsl.
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— K coxaneHuio, MHe He yaajgoch BBIKPOUTH BpeMs,
YTOOBI HaBeIAThCs K HEM, HO s1 cOOMpaloCh HABECTUTH €€ B
Omxarimee BpeMs. Pan cabIIaTh, YTO Bbl HOMIEPXKUBACTE
OTHOIIIECHMST, XOT...

— ITatpuuus Bcerma Obl1a MHE XOpOIIUM ApyroM. A ¢
YIOBOJILCTBUEM BCIIOMMHAIO HAIIIW UTPhI B IETCTBE.

— Bbl 00e pocTaBisiii MHe Maccy 3a00T, Korma ObLu
MaJIeHbKUMM, — 3asiBUJ JIIoCheH, IoKayaB rojloBoid. — Thl
TIOMHMUILIb, KaK Bbl HAJIEJIM Ha TOJIOBBI CYITHUILIBI U TTOTOM He
MOIJIA UX CHATH? Jlo cUX Mop He MOHUMAl0, 3a4eM BBl 3TO
caenanu! O yeM Torga gymMaju?

— MBI TIpeACTaBIsAIN, YTO CYMHUIIBI — 3TO MOIHBIE
LIJISITTKA, — oObsicHmIa KaTpuH.

JtocbeH HaxMypuJcs.

— Jla yx, xopolu nuignky! 3a4yeM OHM BaM IOHag00M-
Jmch? Beap y Bac 00eux Oblj1a yiiMa TOJIOBHBIX YOOPOB!

— Hy, HageBaTh OObIYHbBIE LILISAIIKK ObLIO HE TaK BECEJIO,
Kak cynHulbl. Bripouem, Te6e 3TOro He MOHSITH!

B3noxnys, JItocbeH ckaszall cebe, 4To XKeHCKasl JOoruka
Bcerma OymeT IJis HeTO HEITOCTUKMOI.

OHu cHOBa MOMOJYaIM. 3aTSHYBILAsICS May3a Hadaja
TIroTUTh K3TpHH, 1 OHa BHOBb MEPBOI HapylluUia MojJa-
HUe:

— JItockeH, s HE MOTY OTHeaThbCsl OT YYBCTBA, YTO Thl
YTO-TO HEJAOroBapuBaeclllb U HAMEPEHHO IbITaelllbCsl OT-
BJIeYb MEHS OT YEro-To BaXXHOTO 3a0aBHBIMU Pa3roBOpaMU
0 HaIllMX IeTCKUX Mmpoka3ax. Ho y MeHs ecTb elle BOMpo-
Chbl, KOTOpPhIE TpeOYIOT OTBETOB. MHE KaXXeTCsl CTpPaHHbIM,
YTO ThI, BEPHYBIIIMCH C BOWHBI, BCKOPE CHOBA yeXxajl U3 JoMa.
Ckaxu MHe, Mo4YeMy Thl HEOXKMIAaHHO PEeINJI TOKWHYTh AH-
uo?

CtucHyB 3yObl, JIIOCbeH TOMbBITAJICSI YHATh BOJHEHUE.
B Buckax ryjko ctyyajia KpoBb. OH IaBHO Hay4yuJCs CIep-
>KMBaTb 3MOLIMU U HE XOTeJ, YTOObI OHU ceiiyac, Koraa eMy
HEe0o0X0IMMO COXPaHSTh II0JIHOE caMo00jIagaHue, BAPYT BbI-
TUIECHYJIUCH HApYXYy.



— Hy, xopoluo, s1 00bsICHIO TeOe 3T0... JIeJao B TOM, 4TO
MOU pOAUTENIN, II0CJIe TOro KaK Thl CBs3aja cebs y3aMu Opa-
Ka, PeIIwIM, 9TO S JOJDKEH ITOCIeNOBaTh TBOEMY IIPHUMeEpY.
CwMmepth Moero Opara moakocwia ux. OHM 3asIBUIM, YTO Te-
repb Ha MEeHsI BO3JIaraeTcsl JOJIT ITPOIOKUTh Halll PO, U MPO-
M3BECTH Ha CBET HacjieaHuKa. YecTHO roBopsi, XKeHUTh0A He
BXoAWIa B MOM TutaHkl. [locie Toro, 4to caydmioch, 1 MEHb-
11I€ BCETO XOTeN ObI CKOBATh ce0s1 OKoBaMU Opaka. B To Bpems
s ¢ TPYAOM BCTaBaJl 10 YTpaM ¢ KPOBaTH, ¥ MHE ObLIO HE 10
MTOMCKOB HeBeCTHI. J1e10 TOoIII0 10 CeMEeMHBIX Pa3nopoB, 3TO
B IIEPBYIO OYepenb 1 3aCTaBUJIO MEHS yexaTh 13 noma. Kopo-
ye, 51 ToBeJ1 cebsi Kak TpyC U ITPOCTo 6exxan U3 AHTJIUU.

3T0, KOHEYHO, ObLI0 monytpasaoii. Ho JIrockeH myyiie
Jaj Obl OTpyOUTH cede PyKy, YeM MPU3HAJICS B TOM, YTO UC-
TUHHOW TPUYMHON ero BHE3aIllHOTO OTbhe3da ObLia ocTpas
JIylieBHast 00JIb.

I'aBuH, crapmmuii 6par JlrochbeHa, KOTOPbIM OH Bceraa
BOCXMIIIAJICS U Tepel KOTOPHIM TPEKJIOHSICS, MeUTall Io-
exaTb Bo @paHuuio, 4ToObl 60poThcst ¢ HamomeoHoM, HO
€ro TOJIOKEHME HacJIeTHNKA PoJa MeIIaio eMy UCTIOJIHUTD
cBoto MeuTy. [1o upoHuu cynb0bl, OH yMep B CBOEI MOCTEIN
OT Jiuxopaiaku. BepHyBlIKCh fOMOI ¢ BOIHBI, JItocheH 3a-
crajl ['@BUHA Ha cMepTHOM onpe. PonuTenu meiTanuch yre-
LIUTh APYT Apyra. B nome napusio oTyasiHue.

Cuns y nocrenu Opata, JIlocheH CXXUMasl ero ciade-
IolIyIo pyky. I'9BUH Bech ropei, ero ouiaa Mejakas IpOXb,
JIM1o OyecTtesio oT 1orta. Ilepen TeM Kak UCITyCTUTh AyX, OH
obparucs K JItochbeHy CO CI0BaMU:

— 41 3Ha10, THI IIOOMIIb €€, UIU K Hell 1 OyIb CUACT/INB. ..
Cnenaii ee cBoeli KEHOIA.

ITocne cmeptu I'sBuHa JlrocbeH A0JT0 OE3yTEIIHO PhI-
Ja]l — U He TOJIbKO M3-3a HeBOCITOJHUMOI1 yTpaThl, HO U TO-
TOMY, YTO OpaT MOMPOCUJI ero ciejaaTb HeBo3MOxHoe. [3-
BUH He 3HaJj, 4To KaTpuH yxe ObL1a 3amyxeM 3a Kpocou u
Telepb HaXOAMJIaCh B CBaAeOHOM MyTellecTBUM. JIIOCheH He
3actan ee B AHrIMu. OH HUKOMY He IPU3HABaJCsI B CBOUX
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yyBcTBax K KaTpuH, Ho Korga I'sBuH 3aroBopui o HuX, JIio-
CbEH He CTaJl OTPULIATh OUYEBUIHOE.

— IIpoctu mens, JliockeH. — T'onoc KaTpun mpepsan
€ro BOCIIOMMHaHUs. — f He Tmomo3peBasa 0 TOM, YTO TBO-
puTcs y Bac qoMa. TBosI MaTh HUKOTA HE paccKa3biBajia O
CeMelHbIX cKaHaalax u pazgopax. OHa Bcerma ObLIa caep-
JKaHHOM, CKPBITHOM XeHIInHOM. CKaXu, Thl yCITeJ TIOMMU-
PUTBHCS C OTLOM 110 TOTO, KaK OH ymep?

— Her, — pe3ko oTBeT1 JItocheH.

OH 31uiicst Ha ce0sl, OOBUHSISI B TIOCIIEIITHOCTU U Hepas-
ymHoctu. Ceityac JItocbeH MOHMMAJ, YTO IOCTYIWI OIpO-
METYMBO, BHE3AITHO TTOKMHYB POAUTEILCKUIA 1oM. Ho Torma
OH YyBCTBOBAJ, YTO €ro cepile pa3duTo, U eMy He XBaTUJIO
MYXECTBa M 3pEJIOCTU, YTOOBI B3SIThb Ha Cce0sl OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb 3a Cyab0y poaHbIX. JIIOCbeH He MPUBBIK HECTU OpeMs
CEMbM Ha CBOMX IUIeYaXx.

Kaxnpiit pa3, korna JlrocheH BcmoMuHaa 00 OTIE, OH
OIIYIIAJ TATOCTHOE YYBCTBO BUHBI. OH HE OXHWOAN, YTO
OTell TaK paHOo yHWIeT 13 Xu3HU. JItocheH Aymai, 4To CKOpo
BepHETCS B AHTJIMIO, BHIITBET CO CTAPUKOM IT0 CTAKAHIUKY
OpeHIU 1 TOMPOCUT Y HEro MPOLIEHUS 3a TO, YTO BeJl ceosl
Kak uzbajioBaHHbIN pedbeHoK. OnHako cynbba pacropsiim-
Jack nHaue. Otua JIrocheHa rojaBsesio 60JbHOE ceplie, U OH,
HE IOXIaBIIMCh BO3BpAIlleHUsI OJYIHOTO ChiHA, CKOPOIIO-
CTMKHO CKOHYAJICS.

— IIpocTtu, MHe OYeHb XaJlb, — MpolenTtaia Katpus u,
HaKJIOHMBILIKCH Brepen, Hakpblia pyKy JllockeHa cBoeit. —
4 couyBCTBYIO TEOE. ..

OHa Bena cebs ¢ HUM, KaK ¢ UCHYTraHHbIM PeOEHKOM.
Hst JTrockeHa ee ciaoBa OBLIM CIa0BIM yTEIIEHWEM, HO OH
OLIEHWJI 3TOT XECT W Hacjaxaaucsi obiectBoM KaTpuH.
Honrast pa3iyka Hayyusa ero ogHomy: JIIoCheH MOHSI, 4To,
Kak Obl Jajieko HU Haxonaujcs oT KoTpuH, J11000Bb K Hel
ocTaBajach BEUHBIM MCTOYHUKOM OCTPhIX aMoluii. M Hamo
OBLJIO CMUPUTBCS C TIBITKOM, K KAKUM OBl ITOCJIEACTBUSIM HU
BEJIN €T0 YyBCTBA.



— Cnacu60, — ckazan oH. KatpuH yopaina cBow pyKy, 1
JItocbeH mpopoKai: — DTo 51 JOJIKEH IPOCUTh Y Tebs IIPo-
IIEHUS 3a TO, YTO TaK JOJITO HAXOMMJICS B OThe3me. S maxke
He TToA03peBajl, YTO THl HOCHUIITb Tpayp. MamMa He CoOOII-
Jla MHE O CMEpPTH TBOEro Myxa, Korma Iucajga 0 KOHYMHE
otua. OHa ymoJisijia MOCKopee BepHYThCS M B3Tb Ha ceds
00513aHHOCTU IIaBbl ceMbu. [locnenHue nBe Heneau 51 ObLT
OYEHb 3aHAIT U UCKPEHHE 0JlaroJapeH 3a TO, YTO Thl TPUHSIIA
MOe€ TpelJIOKeHUEe COMPOBOXAATh TeOsI CEroIHSI BEYepOM B
Kunrcoopo. YectHO roBops, 51 AyMal, Thl HOLLIEIIbL MEHS
KO BCEM UEPTSIM.

KaTpun 3acMmesnach. OTo ObUI MEPBbIM MPU3HAK Be-
celibsl WM, BO BCSIKOM Cllydyae, XOPOIIEro pacrojoXeHUs
Jyxa 3a TO BpeMmsi, Kotopoe JItocheH TpoBea ¢ Heil mocie
BO3BpallleHUs1 B AHrMo0. Becero nuib yac Hazag oH To-
SIBWICSI Ha MIOPOTe €€ JoMa Toc/ie YeThIpEXJIETHEN pa3ayKu.
HakanyHe oH nocnan KaTpuH KOPOTKYIO 3alMCKy € Mpel-
JIOXKEHMEM 3aexaTh 3a Hell, YTOObI BMECTe OTIPABUTHCS Ha
6an. ITomectbe JIocheHa pacmoJjiarajloch HEIomanaeKy OT
Kpecr-XeliBeHa, MO3TOMY €ro IpuriaiieHue ObLIO BIIOJHE
pasymno. Ho, o mipaBae ToBopsi, OH pyKOBOACTBOBAJICS HE
JIOBOJIaMH pa3yMa, a XeJaHueM MoroBopuTh ¢ KaTpuH Ha-
eIHEe BO BpeMsl MOe3IKU, U ObLI CUACTJIMB, YTO OHA COTJia-
CWJIaCh CECTh B €ro KapeTy, XOTsl BIOJHE MOIJIa CYECTh 3TO
MpeIoXEeHUE NeP3KUM.

— 3Haelnb, g J0JITo Kojiebangach, Mpexae 4YeM IaTh Co-
rnacue, — ckasaja Kotpud. — OmHako JTI000MBITCTBO B3SIJI0
Bepx Haj OjaropasymueM. f pelinia, 4To Tede mopa oobsc-
HUTBCA cO MHOI. Kpome Toro, 5 He mepxKy JOJTO 371a Ha JTo-
neit. 5l He 3monamsaTHa. MBI ¢ TOOOI cocenu, 1 HaM HEXOPO-
IO XKUTh B OOMIE OPYT Ha OpyTra, 3TO MOXET CO3aTh Maccy
HeymoOcTB. Hamo octaBUTh MpoOIIIOE B TTOKOE M JIBUTATHCS
JaJbIlIe MO0 XU3HU.

OTO 3ByYasio MHOTOOOECIIAIOLIIE.

— Haneroch, Thl MOHMMaEIIb, YTO S TOTOB JAEJaMU 3a-
CIIyXXUTb TBOE IPOIIECHUE M COIJIACEH Ha JIIOObIE KEePTBHI.
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TrI MOXelb, K IPUMEPY, ITOTPEOOBATH COIIPOBOXIATH TEOSI
B MOE3Ke M0 Mara3uHaM. $I He CTaHy ponTaTh M MOKOPHO
mnoeay ¢ TOOOM.

«XOTSI MHE 3TO OyAeT HeJlerkKo», — IomyMai JIIocbeH U
HaxMypuJicsl, TIPEACTAaBUB XYyTKUE MaJleHbKre MarasuH4u-
KM, HallOJJHeHHbIE pyJIOHAMM pa3HBbIX TKaHeil, 1 OoJrato-
IIMX 0€3 YMOJIKY JaM.

KaTpuH, 10JKHO OBITh, TPOYUTANIA €I0 MBICJIU U YCMEX-
HYJIacCh.

— Thl yexas, He OCTaBUB MHE JaKe KOPOTKOM 3aIMCKH,
JltocheH, HUYEro MHe He 00bsICHUB. JloKHA IPpU3HATBCS, S
ObLJIa B IIOJTHOM cMATeHUU. HeyXenn Thl mymaeInb, 9TO MO-
JKelllb TaK 3alpoCTO BEPHYTHCS B MO0 XXM3Hb T0OCJ]e TOTO,
Kak 0e3IyMHO OTKazajcsl OT MeHs1?

KatpuH nporoBopuja 3To LIYTAWMBBIM TOHOM, HO B €€
rojioce CKBO3uJja ropeyb.

JltocheH HaxMypuIICS.

— ¥V 1ebs 6611 KpocOu, — HAaITOMHIJI OH.

T'ocmogu, HeyxXeau 3TOT pa3roBOpP HUKOIIA HE 3aKOH-
ynutcsa? OHU XOOWIY 110 3aMKHYTOMY KPYTY.

— Tem He MeHee Tebe He CIeIOBaJIO TaK MTOCTYIIATh.

3HauuT, JItocheH NOJKeH ObLI IOXAATbCsl BO3Bpallle-
Hust KaTpuH U3 cBajgeOHOro myTeliecTBUs, TTO3APaBUTh €€
C 3aKOHHBIM OpakKoM, IMOXeJaTh CEMEMHOro CYacThs U CO-
o0ImMTh, uTo NMokumaeT AHrmoo? To ecTb, APYTMMU CJIO-
BaMU, MOMpPOIATbCS C Hell HOKHBIM 00pazoM? A BMeCTO
3TOTO OH, MIOXOPOHMB OpaTa, 3aIuil, He TTPOChIXaJl LEJIBIMU
CyTKaMM, TBITASICh 3arJyIINTh CIIMPTHBIM AYIIEBHYIO OOJb,
1 paspyraycsd ¢ oTuoM. Ha cremyrominii qeHb 1ocje cCophl
JltocbeH yexan Ha KOHTMHEHT, yOexXXaB OT OTBETCTBEHHOCTH,
OT HaCJIEAHOTO TUTYJIa, KOTOPBIA ObLI eMy He HyXeH, U OT
>KEHIIMHBI, KOTOpasi pa3duja ero cepiuiie.

N BoT Teneph JItocbeH BepHYJICS AOMOI ¢ TBEpAbIM Ha-
MepeHueM 3aBoeBath cepale Karpun. CocpenoraynBarbes
Ha CBOell BUHE Iepen Hell He nMelio cMbicia. JIlocheH pe-
LW, YTO TIOpa CMEHUTDh TEMY pa3roBopa.
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— 3Haellb, g yOIUMBJIEH TEM, YTO TBOM AEBEPh IO CUX IOP
He SIBUWJICS B [IOMECTbhe, YTOOBI MOTPeOOBaTh CBOIO IOJII0 Ha-
ClIeJICTBa Mocjie CMEPTH Opara.

— Ja... 4 He 3Ha0, MoYeMy OH MeIJIUT. MOXeT ObITh,
He XeJlaeT OpaTh Ha ce0sl OTBETCTBEHHOCTD 3a yIIpaBlieHUE
x03g¥cTBoM B uMeHnM? OH Belb ellle 09eHb MOJIOA U, BEPO-
SITHO, TIOJIATaeT, YTO Y HETO €CTh JeJia MOBAaXHEE.

— Mory cebe 3To NpeACTaBUTh.

JltockeH mapy pas3 crtankuBajcsa ¢ JImonenem JIsHrmo-
HOM, HO Jaxe TMOBEPXHOCTHOIO 3HAKOMCTBa OBIIO JOCTa-
TOYHO, YTOOBI COCTaBUTh O HEM HETraTUBHOE MHEHUE. DTOT
Pa3BSA3HBIA MOJIOOOI 4YeIOBEK OKAa3bIBajl AYPHOE BIMSHUE
Ha CBOMX CBEpCTHUKOB. Yapib3 JISHIIOH He MbITaJICS MpU-
CTPYHUTb MJIajilliero Opata — TO JIM TOTOMY, YTO XX1aJj, KOT-
J1a TOT caM OCTEIIeHUTCS, TO JIU cyabOa JInoHest MpocTo He
3abotuia ero. JItocheH Momo3peBal, YTO IMoOcjenHee ObLIO
WCTUHHOU MPUYMHON €ro MonycTUTesIbcTBa: Yapab3y ObLI10O
HaruieBaTh Ha Gpara.

— Boo06111e-To MHE Ha pyKy €To HeXelaHUue Ipue3XaThb B
Kpecr-XeiiBeH, — 3aMmeTuiia KatpuH. — S xody momoJiblie
0ocCTaBaThCs B IoMecThe. Tem Gosiee YTO B MPOTUBHOM Cllydyae
MHe, BO3MOXHO, TIPUIIETCS MepeexaTh K CBEKPOBU M XKUTh C
Hel 1o OMHOM KPBIIIEii, TT0Ka I HE YCTPOIO CBOIO CYIb0Y.

KaTpuH He aguiia ¢ MaTepbio MyKa.

— He noHuMaro, moyemy Thl IOJDKHA 3TO AeaaTh, —
npobdopMorain JIrockeH. HecMOTpsl Ha LIapUBIIYIO B CaJIOHE
BKMITaXa TEMHOTY, OH 4YYBCTBOBaJ, 4To K3TpuH cepauTo
MOCMOTpEJIa Ha HEero, U peuinji HEMHOTO MOAHATh €l Ha-
cTpoeHune. — Mucrtep JISHIOOH, WM Tedephb YK€ HOBBIN
nopa, Kpocbu, He XeHaT, HAaCKOJIbKO MHE M3BECTHO. A 3TO
3HAUUT, YTO Thl MOIJIa Obl C €ro paspelieHus MpoaoKaTh
KUTh B ycanboe.

— BDTO0 TaK, HO 51 HE yBepeHa, ¢ KeM MHe OyIeT Jyuylle
XUTb — ¢ JInoHenem nuim ¢ ero Mmatepbto. Bo3aMoxHoO, s Bce
K€ Tpearoysa Obl BAKOHTECCY.

JItIocbeH He MOT yaepKaTbCs OT CMeXa.
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— Hukorpa He mymain, 4To Korma-HuUOynb Oydy CKy-
4yaTh MO CBETCKUM MHTPUIaM, HO BBIHYXKIEH MpPU3HAThCH,
YTO MeHs 3abaBisieT cAoXuBIIasAcsa cutyauusi. MHTepecHo,
KOMY ThI B KOHIIE KOHIIOB OTIAIIb MPEATIOUTEHNE — BIOB-
CTBYIOIIIEHl BUKOHTECCE UM 6€30TBETCTBEHHOMY HaCJeIHU -
Ky Tutyia? Kro mooeant?

— AX TbI Mep3aBell, — 0e337100H0 cKa3ana KaTpuH.

— YecTHO roBops, s1 MOCTaBMWII OBl HA TeOsI, — MPOIOJI-
xkan JItockeH. — He coMHeBaloch, 4To B 3TOl 60phOe modeaa
B JIIOOOM ciydae OyneT 3a ToOol. ThI 3kecTde, yeM KaxKeIbCsl.

— Thbl 10X0 MEHs 3Haelllb, — €/1Ba CJBIIIHO MPOMOJI-
Buia KatpuH, a moToM 3aroBopuia rpomue: — BooOiiie-To
MHe HeoO0s13aTeIbHO AesaTh BHIOOP MEXIy HOBBIM JIOPIOM
Kpoc6u 1 cBekpoBblo. Mos TeTyllIKa JaBHO MpeajaracT MHe
TTOXUTH Y Hee B Ka4eCTBEe KOMITAHLOHKH, TaK YTO sl HE OCTa-
HyCb 0€3 KPBIIIIY HaJ TOJIOBOM.

JrocbeH Haxmypuiicsi. EMy Heo6xoauMo ObLIO OTTOBO-
puth KaTpuH OoT momoOHOro 11ara, HO OH He ycres HUuYe-
ro ckasatb. Kapera BHe3anmHo ocTaHOBMWJIACh. MrHOBEeHUE
CITYCTS JlaKeil OTKpbUI ABeplly, 1 JIIOChbeH BBHIIIET U3 IKU-
naxa.

OH noBepHYyJICs, YTOObI MOMOYb KATpUH CyCTUTHCS C
TMIOTHOXKM, U ollereHe . KoaTpuH BBEIHBIPHYJIA U3 TEMHOTHI
caJloHa, 1 CBET (haKeJIoB, TOPEBIIMX Y BXOIa B OCOOHSIK, OC-
BETUJI ee mpekpacHoe Ju1o. M XOTs1 KamioloH riaiia CKpbl-
BaJl TIBIIIHBIE KalITaHOBBIE BOJIOCHI, KOTOpble HaBepHsKa
OBLTH YJIOXXEHBI B OMHY U3 MPUYYUIMBBIX TIPUIECOK, ITOpa-
JKaBIIMX BOOOpakeHUE MYXXUMH, 3pejulle, MpeacTaBliee
B3opy JItocheHa, Ka3aJ0Ch HE3EMHbBIM.

Briiing u3 skunaxa, Katpun B3siia JIrocbeHa nmon pyky,
1 OH, HEMHOTO TIpUIs B ce0s1, TTOBEN €€ BBEPX I10 CTYIIEHSIM
napagHoro Kpouiblia KuHrcoopo-Xoiia. BeTpeTuBinme mux
Jlakeu TToMoriu UM pasaethbest. Korna JIrocheH yBUaesn cBoo
CMYTHUILY 0€3 BEpXHEl OIeXX b, TO 3aMep B U3YMJICHUU.

boxe MUIIOCTUBEIN, KaK OHa ObLIa Xopo1ia!
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3a Te roabl, YTO OH ee He Buued, KaTpuH paciisena u
craja elle npekpacHee, ¢purypa npuoopea npusiTHbIE KeH-
CTBEHHbIE (DOPMBI.

JliocheH HeBoIbHO 3aioboBaics eo. Ha KatpuH 6b110
oCJIeNUTeIbHO-0e10e 1IeTKOBOe IIaThe, PaclIuToOe CBep-
Kamomum oucepoM. TKaHb Kazajlach TaKOUW MSITKOM, CTpYSi-
ericst, uto JIIocheH enBa yCcTOsUT Mepe XeJJaHueM MOTpPo-
rath ee. KoMy-TO MOTIJIO MOKa3aThCsA CTPAHHBIM, YTO BIOBA
BbIOpaja Takoi 1IBeT, ogHako JllockeHy OH HpaBwics. be-
JIBIA 1IBET HaMmeKas Ha... HEBUHHOCTh U CHMBOJIM3UPOBAJ
Hayajio 4Yero-To HOBOTO.

— ITo3BosibTe Balll IuUIalll, MUIOPA? — TMPOMOJIBUI Jia-
Keli, Bo3Bpalas JIrocheHa K 1eMCTBUTEIbHOCTH.

IlepenaB BepxHIoO omexny ciayre, JIloCbeH CHOBa MO-
BepHyJics K KATpyH 1 NTpeaIoXuI el pyKy.

— ToI roTOBa MPUCOETUHUTHCS K TOCTSIM?

OHa c JIerKoil ycMelIkoit corjacuiiach, U JIrockeH mo-
BeJl ee K JJIMHHOM 1IepeHTe rocTeil — TUTYJIOBAaHHBIX AaM U
DKEHTIIBMEHOB, KOTOPBIE MEJICHHO M BaXKHO IIECTBOBAJIN B
CTOPOHY 0aJIbHOTO 3aJa.

— Tl BBIDISIAMIIL CETOAHSI MPOCTO MoOTpsicalole, —
chnenan oH KaTpuH KOMIUIMMEHT B HalexIe 3aBoeBaTh €€
01aroCKJIOHHOCTb. Bripouyem, 3To OBLIO IIpaBOO.

Koa1puH Ha cekyHmy pactepsiach, U JIlocheHy IoKasa-
JIOCh, UTO B €€ IJ1a3axX BCIIbIXHYJI OTOHEK.

— 4 BUXYy, Tbl HE yTpaTuJ TajlaHTa OTBELIMBATh JaMaM
KOMIUTUMEHTHI, — MPOMOJIBUJIA OHA cMYyIllleHHO. — Cracu-
00 3a MpUSTHBIE CJIOBA.

JltocbeH HaxMypuICs:

— 4 He by, KaTpuH, a roBOpIO YMCTYIO MPaBAy, U Thbl
9TO 3Haellb. Sl He MPUBLIK JIraTh.

— JIraTb — HeT, HO JJyKaBUTb Thl OOJIBILION MacTakK, eCc/u
TeOe HYXXHO Yero-To A00UThCs. S BUXKY, Thl pelIUa BO UTO
OBl TO HU CTAJIO TIOJIYYUTD MPOLLEHUE, a IJIs1 3TOTO BCE Cpel-
CTBa XOPOIIIH.
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KoaTpuH HaTIHYTO YJIBIOHYJACh, TBITAsICh CKPBITH MC-
TUHHBIE YyBCTBA, X OTBEJIA B3IJISI B CTOPOHY, TyaAa, IIe CTO-
sij1a IIepeHTa TOCTe i, OXKMIABIINX IIpHUeMa.

— W 49t0 B 3TOM 1I1I0X0TO? — TIIpOoroBOpuMlI JIIOCheH, IhI-
Tasich CHOBa MpUBJIeYb K ceOe ee BHUMaHMUE.

Emy xotenocsk 3arisiHyTh KATpuyH B IJ1a3a U OHSITh, YTO
OHa yyBCTBYeT. CIOBHO ITPOUYUTAB €0 MbIbICIM, KATpHH Mo-
BepHYyJa K HeMmy rosioBy. Ee ry0bl ciierka pa3oMKHYJIUCh, Ha
JIUIIe HA MTHOBEHME OTPa3WJIOCh BbIpaXXeHHEe WMCKPEHHETO
VIOVBIIEHUsI, HO OHa TYT XK€ CHOBA YJBIOHYJACh XOJIOXHOM
CBETCKOI YJIBIOKOM, Ipsiya CBOM MCTUHHBIE 3Mouuu. JIio-
CBEH TTOHS, YTo KaTprH G0MTCS BBIIATH CBOM YyBCTBA, U HE
MOT B3$ITh B TOJIK TToueMy. YTo TBoputcs y Hee B aymie? Ha-
MPacHO OH BIVISIABIBAJICS B TJIyOUHY ee 0€3J0HHBIX 3€JeHbIX
r1a3. OTU TIja3a TpeciienoBaiu JIrocheHa BO BpeMsl CKUTa-
HUIT IO CBETY, HO TEIePb OH MX C TPYJAOM y3HaBas. 3a BpeMs
ero orcyrctBusl KoaTpuH cuinbHO u3MeHwIach. Bo3dmoxHo,
MHpUYMHOM 3TOro ObLUI0 BiausiHUEe Kpocou.

B nercTtBe oHa HMKoOrIA He IposBiIsia K Yapiab3dy cuM-
MaTuY 1 u3beraja BCTPEY C €ro MaTephblo, KOTma Ta IMpue3-
Kaya B Kpect-XeiiBeH. Kak-To oHa nipusHanach JItocheHy,
yto nipu Bujae Yapanza Kpocobu y Hee xononeet KpoBb. [1o-
JIOOHbIE CJI0Ba OBLIO CTPAHHO CJbIIIATh U3 YCT BOCHMUIIET-
Heli neBouku. BripoueM, KaTpuH chi3MalibCcTBa OTIMYAIACh
NMpOoHUILIAaTeIbHOCThIO. TeM ynuBuTenbHee JItocheHy Kazaucs
TOT (haKT, UTO OHa BhIILIA 32 Yapib3a 3amyxX. KaTpuH Beer-
Ja ObLIa pOMaHTUYHOI 0co00ii, U, 10KHO ObITh, Kpocou
yIAJI0Ch €€ KaK-TO 09apOBaTh.

OuapoBath U CIOMaTh. DTOT BHIBOJ, HAIIpallIMBaJCsI caM
coboii. B roHocTu KaTpuH ObL1a MbUIKOW HATypoOii, ee yBe-
peHHoCThb B cebe Bocxuiiana JlrockeHa. Ho B XkeHIMHe, KO-
TOpasl CTosijla ceiuyac psiioM ¢ HUM, OH He BUAE] 3TUX Ka-
YECTB, B Hell ObLTO MaJio OT npexHel KaTpuH.

HeByliika, KOTOPYIO OH 3HaJl KOTIa-To, ogapuia Obl ero
3a KOMIIUMEHTBI OCJIeNUTEeIbHON YIbIOKoH. KaTpuH Oblia
JIIEP3KOM M OTYATHHO CMEJIOM, C HEW HE IPUXOOUIOCH CKY-
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