BCEMWUPHASA
ANTEPATYPA






POBEPT AbOUC

CTMBEHCOH

\s
o

CrpaHHast UICTopHs]
AOKTOpa AXKEKMAa
M MUCTEepa Xaraa

N

MOCKBA




VIK 821.111-31
BBK 84(4Ben)-44

C80

[lepeBon ¢ aHMIMICKOTO

Odopmiienue cepun Hamanwvu fApycosoii

B odopmienuu neperiera UCIOIb30BaHbI (PparMeHTH pabOThI

C80

XynoxXHuka Xarca gpon Mape

CruBencon, Po6epr JIbtouc.

CrpaHHast ucTopusi noKropa JIxekusia u Muctepa Xaii-
na : mepeBoj ¢ aHrnauiickoro / PobGept JIptouc CtuBeH-
CcoH. — Mockaa : Okcmo, 2025. — 352 ¢.— (BcemupHast 1u-
Teparypa (C KapTUHKOI)).

ISBN 978-5-04-173076-5

PoGept JIbtonc CTUBEHCOH — aHTIMICKUIA MUCATE b LIOTIaHACKOTO MPOUC-
XOXIEHUSI, TT03T, aBTOP MPUKITIOUEHUYECKUX POMAHOB U MOBECTEM, KPYMHEU NI
MpeACTaBUTENb aHIJIMICKOTO HeopoMaHTh3Ma. EnnHo6opceTBo 106pa ¥ 371a cTano
OCHOBHOI1 TeMo# ero npousBeaeHuil. B «CtpaHHoil uctopuun nokropa Jxkeku-
J1a 1 Muctepa Xaiina» MpouCcXOIUT MePeOCMbICTIeHUE TPATULIMOHHOM sl pOMaH-
TU3Ma ¥ TOTMYECKOTO pOMaHa TeMBbI ABOWHUYECTBA MO YITIOM 3apoXIaloeii-
cs1 HayyHOU (haHTACTMKM, IAe 3J0BEILMil IBOMHUK MOJTydyaeT cBOOO1Y AeHCTBUI
Gnaromapst pa3aBoeHuIo JuuHOCTH. [Toromias 3enbe CBOEro COGCTBEHHOTO U3-
TOTOBJICHHMSI, TOKTOP JI3KeKWJI, 10OPOIETENbHBII YICHBII, TPeBpaIacTcs B CBO-
€ro CTPAILHOTO IBOMHUKA MUCTepa Xaiiia, HU3KOTo AYLIEBHO U OTBPATUTEIbLHOIO
dusnuecku. 3aranoyHast uctopusi TauHcTBeHHOTO [eHpu Jxekuna HaBoauT 6e3-
OTYETHBII yXKac cBOeil HEOOBSICHUMOCTBIO. B COOPHUK TakKe BOLLIM MUCTHYE-
cK1e pacckasbl M oBecT CTUBEHCOHA.

VIIK 821.111-31
BBK 84(4Bex)-44

© Hdapy3sec H., nepeBoa Ha pycCKuii A3bIK.
Hacnennuk, 2025

© I'yposa W., nepeBo Ha PYCCKHii SI3bIK.
Hacnennuk, 2025

© Bosnkuna H., nepeBoa Ha pyccKHii SI3bIK.
Hacnennuk, 2025

© JlutBuHOBa M., nepeBo HA PYCCKHMiA
A3bIK, 2025

© Osepckas T., nepeBoa Ha PYCCKHi A3bIK.
Hacnennuk, 2025

© WN31aHKe HA PYCCKOM sI3bIKe,
odopmienne. 000 «UznareabeTBO

ISBN 978-5-04-173076-5 «DKemor», 2025



JIBEPbL CUPA JIE MAJTIETPYA

PO/, HO OH CUMTaJ cebsl BIIOJIHE B3POCJBIM U COBEP-
IIeHHBIM KaBajiepoM. B Te rpy0Obie, BOMHCTBEHHBIE BpeMeHa
MYXYMHBI paHO pa3BMBajJIuCh. EcCiM 10HOIIA ydyacTBOBal
XOTsI OBl B OTHOM IPaBWJIBHOM CPaX€HUU WA B IECSITKE
Ha0EroB U yCITeI KOro-HUOYIb YOUTh MIPUINIHBIM 00pa3oM,
€CJIM IIPH 3TOM OH MOT IIOTOBOPHMThH O BOEHHOM HMCKYCCTBE
M YCBOMJI OOBIYHBIC MaHEPHI JIIOJEH CBOEro Kpyra, TO €ro u
B3allpaBIy CUMTAJIM «COBEPIICHHBIM KaBaJepOM» M JIETKO
MpoIaJi HeBMHHOEe (haH(papOHCTBO — CTpeMJICHHME Ka-
3aThCsl CTApIIIe CBOUX JICT.

Z[eﬂm ne boyibe He MUHYJIO ellle ABaAllaTA ABYX JEeT OT

JleHUn ¢ DOMKHON 3a00TJIIMBOCTBIO TTOCTaBUJI CBOIO JIO-
1IaJb B KOHIOUIHIO TOCTUHUIIBI, C NOJKHOM COMUIHOCTHIO
MOYXMHAJI, a 3aTeM B OTJIMYHOM PAaCMOJIOKEHUM IyXa OT-
MPABUJICSI B TOCTU. DTO OBIJIO HE 0COOEHHO O1aropa3yMHO.
Jly4iie ObLIO JOXIAThCS YTpa, TaK KaK TOpoJ 3aHMMaJId aH-
ruiicKkue u OypryHJIcKue COo3HbIe BOicKa, 1 XOTA y JleHu
B KapMaHe OBILJT TIPOITYCK 1T XOABOBI BEYEPOM 10 YIIMIIAM,
HO 3TO OBIJIa He OUYeHb HaeXXHas 3alllnTa TTPU BO3MOXKHBIX
CIIyJaliHBIX CTOJIKHOBEHUSIX B TOpOJie, OOBSIBICHHOM Ha BO-
€HHOM TTOJIOXKEHUU.
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Jeno mpoucxoguno B ceHTa0pe 1429 roma. Iloroma
crosiyia oTBparuteiabHas. [TopbIBUCTBIN, O€IEHbIA BETEDP C
JOXIeM KPYTUJI OTaBIlIue C AepeBbeB ajlieil aucTbs. Koe-
rie B OKHaxX BUIHEJCS CBET; BpeMeHaMmu A0 ciayxa HdeHu
JOHOCWJIMCh M OBICTPO YMOJIKAdW KPUKU M TyjibOa Bece-
JIUBIIMXCS TTOCTIE Y>KMHA coyaaT. beIcTpo HacTymasa HOYb.
AHTIMIACKUN har, pa3BeBaloOLIUICS Ha BEpXy BBICOKOTO
LMW, mobsenHe  Ha (hoHe Oerymux o0J1akoB, YHOCUMbBIX
BETPOM, U IIPEBPaTUJICS B TEMHOE IISITHO, ITOX0Xee Ha Mpo-
BaJl B OypHOM, CBUHIIOBO-CEPOM Xaoce Heba.

Henu ne boiibe 1en O6bICTPO M BCKOpPE yXe CTydyal B
IaBepU noma, rae xui ero apyr. Ho, Xorsa oH u obewian ca-
MOMY ce0e MPpOObITh HEJOJITO U PAHO BEPHYThCSI JOMOIA, €ro
BCTPETUJIM TaK PaaylIHO U CaMOMY eMy ObLIO TaK Becelio,
YTO IaBHO YK€ IPOIIUIa TTOJTHOYb, KOTIa OH MOMpPOIIaics Ha
Mopore co CBOUM MpusiTeaeM. 3a 3TO BpeMsl BeTep CTUX, HO
Ha yJiulie ObLIO YepHO, KaK B MOTUJIE, U3-3a TYCThIX Ty4 He
BUIHO ObLIO HU 3Be3M, HU JyHbI. JleHH ObLI IJIOXO 3HAKOM
¢ 3anyraHHbIMU nepeyikamu [llato-JlannoHa; naxe mHem
OH 3aTpyAHUJICS Obl B BbIOOpE MeXAy HUMU, a Terepb, IpU
COBEpIIEHHOI TEMHOTE, OH BCKOPE COBCEM MOTEPSUT TOPOTY.
OH 3HaJT TOJIbKO OJTHO — HaA0 MOJHSITHLCS Ha XOJM, TaK Kak
JIOM €ro Jpyra HaxoauJjcs Ha HUKHEM KOHLIe Topoja, a ro-
ctuHUIA JleHu cTosia HaBepxy, y liepKBU. PyKoBOICTBYSCH
OIHVM 3THUM yKa3aHWEM, OH MOJABUTAJICS TOYHO OILYIbIO U
BCKOPE BBILIET HA OTKPBITOE MECTO, I/ie Haj IoJIOBOI BUI-
HeJICcS yXKe MOPSIOYHbIM KycoK Heba. 2KyTKoe 1 HelpusT-
HOE TMOJIOXEHUE — OYYTUTHCS B MOJHON TEMHOTE B MOYTH
He3HaKOMOM ropoje!

IIpukocHOBeHME PYKM K XOJOTHBIM OKOHHBIM IIepe-
TUIeTaM 3acTaBJisgeT yeJoBeKa B3IparuBarh, Kak OT MPUKOC-
HOBEHMS XKaObl; OT HEPOBHOCTEH MOCTOBOU OH TO W AEJIO0
CNOThIKAeTCsl; B Haubosiee TEMHbBIX MeCTax eMy yrpoXkaroT
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HEPOBHOCTHU U SIMbI; I YEM SICHEE BO3IyX, TeM OoJiee CTpaH-
HbIA, HETIOHATHBIN BUJ MPUHUMAIOT IOMa U OTKJIOHSIIOT
IMyTHUKA OT BEpHOTro MyTu. JleHu Bce 3TO Ha ce0e UCIbITall.
Ho Hano 6b110 ckopee 100paThCsl 10 TOCTUHMIBI — TOJIBKO
TaM MOXHO OBIJIO CYUTATh ce0sT B 0€30IMaCHOCTH, — U ITOTO-
MY OH IlIeJl KaK MOXHO ObICTpee, HO OCTOPOXKHO, OCTaHaB-
JIUBAsICh Ha KaXIOM YTJTy, YTOObI pACCMOTPETh 1OPOTY,.

HekoTopoe BpeMsi OH 1111 [0 TAKOMY Y3KOMY TIepeyIIKy,
YTO MOT MPUKOCHYTbCS pyKaMU K MPOTUBOMOJOXHbBIM CTE-
HaM. 3aTeM mepeyaoK KpyTo oopbiBasicsl BHU3. BbLio sIcHO,
YTO 3Ta JOPOra He Bejia K €ro rOCTUHUIIE, HO HajexXaa Ha
Jiydlliee OCBEllleHUE MoOyauia ero MoMTu BIepen Ha pas-
Benky. [lepeynok okaHUMBaJICS TEPPACON CO CTOPOXKEBOM
OalllHe#t, B KoTopoii ObLIO oTBepcTue. Yepe3 3To OTBep-
CTHe, KaK CKBO3b aMOpa3ypy, MOXXKHO ObLIO pa3iuduTh Ja-
JIEKO BHU3Y JIOJIMHY IO/ TOPOJIOM, a B HEW TEMHYIO aJljIelo,
CKBO3b KOTOPYIO CBETJIBIM IMSITHOM BUIHEIACH I10JI0CA PEKU,
MpoTeKaBIllel 3aech yepes 1uo3bl. Hebo HeCKOIbKO IIpo-
SICHWUJIOCh, HABUCIIIME TY4YM YXE 3aMETHO OTIEJSIJIUCHh OT
YEpPHBIX BEPIIUH OKPECTHBIX XOJIMOB.

OrngHyBIIMCh Ha Teppacy, JleHu cMor pacCMOTpPETh,
YTO ONVDKAWIIWUI TOM OTIMYAETCS HEOObIYaliHOM apXUTEK-
Typoii. [Ipexae Bcero ero mopasui ciabblii CBET HaBEPXY,
TOYHO M3 MHOTUX OTBepcTUii. Briusnesiucs, JleHU pasiu-
YWJI, YTO 3TOT CBET UCXOAUT U3 3aMbICJIOBATON ceTU DuUryp-
HBIX OKOHIIEB KPYIJIOM YaCOBHU, HO caMa YaCOBHSI CJIOBHO
BUCUT B Bo3ayxe. OH He cpa3y pacCMOTpeEJ, UTO ee Moaaep-
JKMBAET PN APYTUX OTKOCOB, OTXONSIIUX OT MacCUBHOM
CTEHBI IoMa. DTOT CIa0bIll CBET elle pe3ue OTTeHSIT YepHO-
Ty OCTPOKOHEUYHOM KPBILLIU U HECKOJIbKUX MPUMbBIKABILIUX K
Hell bameHoK. 3aTteM JleHM yBuaaa U OOJBLION TyOOKUIA
MOPTHUK, YKpallleHHbI U3BasSHUSIMU, a Hal HUM — JBa Ka-
MEHHBIX YyJOBMIIA, CKPBIBABIIIME B CBOMX MACTSIX KOHIIbI
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JUTMHHBIX BOIOCTOYHBIX TPYO. JleH! peliu, 4To 3TO ropoa-
CKOe XWJIMIIE KaKOro-HUuOyAb 3HATHOTO CeHbOpa, BCIIO-
MHWJI BIPYT CBOM J0M B byp:ke U elle HEKOTOpoe Bpems
TMOCTOSI 3[1€Ch, MBICJIEHHO CPAaBHUBAsl apXUTEKTYPY 000MX
JIOMOB, OOraTCTBO 1 3HATHOCTb UX OOUTATESIEN.

Hapno 65110 momymats o gajabHelein nopore. OT Teppa-
Chl, Ka3aJloCh, ObLI JIMILb OMUH BBIXOJ — TOT CaMblil mepe-
VJIOK, KOTOPBIiA MpUBE ero cona. OctaBajioch TONBKO MOA-
HSITbHCS IO HeMy 00paTHo. JIeHU 3TO HEe CMYTUJIO: OH Teleph
3HaJI, YTO HAXOJIUTCS BBICOKO Ha TOPE ¥ TOTOMY HEJATIEKO OT
IJIaBHOM YJIWIIBI, TAE CTOSIJIa €ro TocTuHuLA. JleHru ObICTpo
JBUHYJICS TI0 MEPEYJIKY, HO HE YCIeJ NMPOWTU COTHIO-ApY-
T'YIO 111aroB, KaK yBUAEJ (hakesbl CIycKaloIlerocs natpyss u
yCJIbIILIAJl TPOMKUE Tojioca coyigat. JIeHu TpUoCTaHOBUJICS U
C TPEBOIOM 3aMEeTHUJI, UTO COJIAATHI IbsIHbI. «C HUMU U IIPO-
MyCK HE TOMOXET — MOTYT YOUTh IPSIMO KaK co0aKy, 1 6a-
cral» — noaymai JleHu. OH peliuia NOTUXOHbKY YAAJTUThCS.

K HecyacTblo, KOrma oH OBICTPO 00EpHYJICS, YTOOBI I10-
0exXaTb Ha3a/l, TO CIIOTKHYJICS O KaMEHb M yIaJl, He CAepXKaB
JIETKOTO KpHKa, a ero Iimnara rpoMKo 3a3BeHesia, yaapuB-
LIMCh O KAMHM MOCTOBOM. JIBa WM TpM cojiaTa KpUKHYJIU
no-(GpaHLy3CKU U Mo-aHrIuicKu: «KTo Tam?» JleHu He oT-
BETWJI U OBICTPO IMOOEKaJI BHU3 IO Nepeyaky. Ha teppace on
MPUOCTAHOBUJICS, YTOOBI OCMOTpeThcsl. CoJinaThl yxKe 0po-
CUJIMCh B MOTOHIO, TPOMKO Opsiliasi Opy>XMeM U HampaBJisis
¢haxeJibl BO BCE TEMHbBIE YTOJIKH.

JleHU orisiaesicss KPpyroM U Opocujicsl B IMOPTUK TOrO
JloMa, KOTOpPbIM Mepen TeM JtoboBaics. Tam ero mMoriu
COBCEM He€ 3aMETUTh, U, BO BCIKOM cjiyyae, 3TO ObLia Io-
3U1MSI CPABHUTEIBLHO OYEHb BBITOJAHAS JJIS1 BEAEHUS Tepe-
TOBOPOB WJIM caMO3alluThI. JlymMasi Tak, OH BbIHYJI LIMNAry u
npucioHucs K aAsepu. K ero yausiaeHu1o, 1Bepb Mojaaach
MO/ JaBJIE€HUEM €ro CIIMHbI, U, XOTS OH B TOT € MOMEHT
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OTCKOYMWJI, MPOAOJIKaIa OTKPbIBAThCSI HA OECITYMHBIX, CMa-
3aHHBIX MacJIOM METJISIX, TToKa He OTKPbLJIAach MOJHOCTHIO.
3a aBepblo OBLIO coBepllieHHO TeMHOo. Korma obcrosTens-
CTBa OJIarONpPUSITCTBYIOT 3aMHTEPECOBAHHOMY YEJIOBEKY,
OH He OCOOEHHO pacMoJioXeH KPUTUYECKU pa3douparhb,
KaK ¥ MoYeMy 3TO MPOM3OIII0, — €ro COOCTBEHHOE JIMY-
HOE€ YIOOCTBO KaXeTCsl JOCTaTOYHbIM OOBbSICHEHUEM Hau-
0oJsiee CTpaHHBIX U HEOXUAAHHBIX TIepeMeH B MOMJIYHHOM
mupe. [ToatoMy JleHH, HU CeKyHIBI HE pa3ayMbIBasl, BOIIE]
BHYTPb U MPUTBOPUJI 32 COOOI NBEPh, YTOOBI OOECIECUUTH
cebe yoexmine. EMy He IpUXoguio B TOJOBY 3aKpHITh €€
COBEPIIEHHO, HO I10 KaKOM-TO HEOObSICHUMOM MPUUUHE, —
MOXeT ObITh, 6J1arogapsi Mpy>kMHe UK CKPBITOM TUpe — TsI-
KeJlasi Macca A1yOOBOIO JiepeBa BICKOJIb3HYIA U3 €T0 PYK 1
3aXJIOTTHYJIACh C CHJIBHBIM CTYKOM.

B aTOT caMblif MOMEHT MaTpyJib yXe MoAoIIe K Teppa-
ce, MpoloJikKasi OKJIMKaTh Oerjielia ¢ yrpo3aMu U pyraTesib-
ctBaMmu. [leHU cIpIaj, Kak COJIAThl pa3bICKMBAJIA €r0 BO
BCEX 3aKOyJIKax Teppachl; OHU MOIOIILIU Iaxe K ABEpH, 3a
KOTOpO# cTosii JIeHU, U HECKOJIbKO pa3 TKHYJIU B Hee Me-
yamu. K cuacThlo, Bech narpyjb ObLI CIMIIKOM HaBecele,
YTOObI JOBECTU MOMCKHU 10 KOHIIA. OHY yIaIuIrCh, U CKOPO
COBEPIIEHHO YMOJIKJIY MbsIHbIE KPUKU U OPSILIAHUE OPYKUSI.

JeHu B310XHYJ cBOOOMHO. J[Iy1s1 6€30IMacHOCTU OH IO-
JOXIaJl ellle HECKOJIbKO MUHYT, a 3aTeM CTaJl OLIYMbIBaTh
JIBEPb, YTOOBI OTKPBITh €€ M CHOBA BBIMTHU Ha Teppacy. BHy-
TPEHHSSI CTOPOHA IBEpU OKa3alach COBEPIIEHHO TJIAIKOM:
He ObUIO HU PYYKM, HU YKpalleHUi, HU BeICTynoB. OH 3a-
MYCTWUJI HOTTU B Kpasl IBEpU U MOTSHYJ ee K cebe, HO OHa
He noagasaigach. OH MonpoOoBaJl ee MOTPSICTU, HO OHA OKa-
3aj1ach Kperkoi, kak ckana. Jlenu ne boyibe Haxmypuics
W TUXOHBKO MPUCBUCTHYJ. «UTO ¢ ABepbl0? — yIMBISIICS
oH. — Kakum o0Gpa3zom oHa oTkphniBajiach?» Kak moria
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OHa TaK JIeTKO U KPENKO 3aKpbIThcs 3a HUM? B aTOM ObLITO
YTO-TO TEMHOE U TAMHCTBEHHOE, YTO HE OUYE€Hb HPABUJIOCH
MOJIOAOMY 4esIoBeKy. Bce 3To ObLIO MOXOXe Ha 3amaliHIo,
HO KTO MOT IpeArojarath 3arnajiHio B TAKOM CITOKOHHOM
U BEJUKOJEMHOM JOME, OJaropoJHOM Aaxe MO BHEUIHO-
ctu? W, ogHako, 3amagHs 3TO WIM He 3amamHs, HaMepeH-
Hasl WX HEHaMEepeHHasl, a OH ObLI OTJIMYHEH KM 00pa3omM
MoliMaH — Ha yJMIly He ObLJI0 HUKAaKOTO BbixoAa. TeMHOTa
Havayia JaBUTh ero. JleHu craja mpucayluBaThbCs: cHaya-
Jla BCE BOKPYT Ka3aJloCh TUXO, HO BAPYT TAe-TO HemalleKo
MOCJIBIIIAJICS TOYHO CAa0bIil B3I0X, TUXOE PhLAAHUE, a 3a-
TeM — OCTOPOKHBINM CKpUI, KaK OyATO IMOOJU30CTU CKPHI-
BaJIMCh JIIOAU, CTapaBUIMECs] HE TMPOM3BOAUTH HUKAKOTO
mryma. Bee cymiectBo JleHu moTtpsiciia MbICb 00 OMaCHOCTH,
U OH TIOBEPHYJICS JIMILIOM TI0 HAIPaBJICHMIO TTOA03PUTEIb-
HBIX 3BYKOB. Tornma B MepBblil pa3 OH yBUIE] BHYTPU J0OMa,
Ha HEKOTOpOH BBICOTE, MOJIOCKY CBETa, KOTopas, Ka3a-
JIOCh, BBIXOAMIIA Yepe3 IeIb MEXIY NBYMS TOJOBUHKAMU
KaKo-To MopThephbl. BumeTh cBeT ObLIO yKe 00eryeHrueM
1151 JIeHr; OH TTOYYBCTBOBAJ UTO-TO BPOJIE€ TOI'O, UTO WCIIbI-
TBHIBA€T Y€JIOBEK, KOTOPHIN MOJITO HE MOT BBIOPAThC U3 60-
JIOTa U BAPYT HALIYIbIBaeT HOTOM TBEPAYIO MTOYBY.

OH CTOSUT ¥ IPUCTAJIBHO [JISIE Ha MOJOCKY CBeTa, CTa-
pasich CBSI3aTh BOSAMHO HEKOTOPHIE TIOTMUYECKHUE Coo0paxke-
HUSI OTHOCUTEJBLHO BCEro ero okpyxatoiiero. OueBuaHO,
YTO K JBEPU, U3 KOTOPOH IlIeJ CBET, BeJIM CTyneHbkU. OH
YBUIET U APYTYIO IMOJIOCKY CBETa, TOHKYIO, KaK MIJja, 1 Ciia-
Oy10, Kak hochopuyeckurii 0ToJIeCK, KOTOpast TOYHO CKOJIb-
3uJj1a Mo NoJUpoBaHHOMY nepeBy nepui. C Tex Mop Kak emy
MPUIILJIO B TOJIOBY, YTO OH HE OAWH, CEpAlle ero 3a0ujoch
C HEOOBIKHOBEHHOI CWJION, U HENPEOAO0JUMOe KelaHue
4yTO-11OO MPEANPUHSTH BCeLEI0 oBjiaaeao uM. Emy kaza-
JIOCh, UTO OH HAxOIMUTCS B CMepPTeJbHOW omacHOCcTU. UTo
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K€ MOTJIO OBITh €CTECTBEHHEE, YeM MOIHSTHCS MO CTYIIEHb-
KaM, OTOABUHYTh MOPThEPY U cpa3y MONUTU HaBCTPEUy BCEM
HenpusATHOCTSAM? Bo BCSIKOM cilyyae, OH IOJKEH y3HaTb
YTO-HUOY/Ab, a KPOME TOIO, OH HE OyaeT 60Jiblle B TEMHOTE.
JleHn TUXOHBKO 3alliaraj BIepea ¢ MPOTIHYTbIMU PyKaMHu,
T0Ka HOTU €ro He KOCHYJUCH CTYIIEHEK; 3aTeM OH OBICTPO
MOJHSUICS 1O JIECTHUIIE, OCTAHOBWJICSI HA MTHOBEHHUE, YTO-
OBI COOpaThes C IYXOM, U, C CMJION pa3aBUHYB IOPTHEPY,
BOIIIE]L.

OH ouyTWJICS B OUE€Hb OOJIBIIONH KOMHATE C 00JUIIOBKOM
u3 KaMHs. B Tpex cTeHax ObUIO 1O ABEpHU, a B YETBEPTOM —
JBa OOJIBIIIMX OKHA, MEXIY KOTOPBIMU HAaXOAWUJICSI KaMUH,
YKpallleHHbII pe3b00ii 1 repdamMu poaa ne MaieTpya.

HeHu y3HaJ repObl 1 ObLJT JOBOJIEH, YTO OUYTHUJICS B Ta-
KoM xopolieM goMe. KoMHaTa Oblia SIpKO OCBEllleHa, HO B
Hell MoYTU He ObLTIo Mebelr, KpOME MacCMBHOIO CTOja U
nByx kpecei. KamuH He Tonuics. 1o ObLT ycT/iIaH KaMbl-
IIIOM, OYEBUIHO, OYEHb CTAPBIM.

Ha BbIcOKOM Kpecjie OKOJ0 KaMuHa, KaK pa3 JUIIOM K
Henu, cunesl MaJeHbKUI CTapblii I)KEHTIbMEH, 3aKyTaHHbIH
B MEXOBYI0 HaKMAKY. OH CHIes CO CKpellleHHBIMU HOTaMU 1
CJIOXKEHHBIMM Ha TPYAM PyKaMu; Kpy*Ka C MPSIHbIM BUHOM
CTOs1JIa OKOJIO HETO Ha MOJIoUKe y CTeHbl. JIU1o ero Hocuio
BBIpaXKEHHME MYXXeCTBa U CHJIbI — HO KaKOH-TO HeueJIoBede-
ckoii cuibl. CKopee 3To ObLIO0 BhIpakeHUE, KAKOE Mbl BCTpe-
yaeM y ObIKa, Ko3J1a UJIM OOpOBa: ABYCMBICIEHHOE U JIbCTU -
BOE, aTYHOE, CBUpEIOoe U ornacHoe. BepxHsis ryba ero onuia
OYEHb TOJICTA, TOYHO pacllyxJia OT yaapa Wiu 3yOHOl 0ou;
yJIbI0OKa, OCTPOKOHEUYHbIE OPOBY Y MaJIeHbKME OCTPbIE TJ1a3a
VIMEJIN CTPAHHOE, KaKOe-TO KOMUIECKHU-HETIPUSITHOE BbIpa-
xeHue. Kpacusble ceabie BOJIOCHI 00paMJIsLIA BCe JIMIO, KakK
Yy CBSITOTO, M OJHOI T'YCTOM MpsIbl0 HUCMAAAJIU Ha BOPOT-
HUK. bopoia 1 ycbl MOTJIM CITY>XKUTb 00pa3lioM CTapueckKoi
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KpacoTbl. OgHAKO BO3pacT — OBITh MOXET, BCJEICTBUE
0COOEHHBIX TTPEAOCTOPOXKHOCTE 1 TLIATEJILHOTO yXoaa —
HUCKOJILKO HE OTpa3uJjics Ha ero pykax, KOTOpbIe BBIIEsI-
JIUCh CBOEi KpacoToil. belto Obl TpyAHO cebe NMpencTaBUTh,
HE BUJIS €T0, 3TO COYETaHUE YETO-TO MIOTCKOTO U JAeIMKaT-
HOTO B (hOpMeE €ro pyK: 3a0CTPEHHBIE TaJIblibl HATOMUHATIU
naJiblibl XXeHIIMH JleoHapao na Bunuu. Hortu Ob11u BriosiHe
COBEPIIEHHOW (hOPMBI Y OTJIMYATUCH MEPTBEHHOM, TTOpa3u-
TeJIbHOI Oen3HOMi. By cTapuka Ka3ancst TeM OoJiee cTpalll-
HBIM, YTO TaKuW€ PYKM MOIXOAUIM Obl K AeBe-My4YeHMUIIE,
CJIOXKMBIIIEN UX HA CBOEW TPy, HO TIPEACTABIISLIN CIUILKOM
CHJIBHBIM KOHTPACT C KECTKUM, TIPSIMO CTPAITHBIM BhIpaXKe-
HUEM JiMLa 3Toro yejoBeka. OH e, TOYHO SI3bIYECKUii Oor
WM eT0 U3BasiHue, CUjesl HeIOABUXKHO Ha CTyJie, ¢ Tiy0o-
KOl MPOHUEN Y KOBAPCTBOM BO B3TJISIE.

TakoB ObLT AnaH, cup Ae Manetpya.

JIeHu 1 OH MOJiYa CMOTpPEJIU IPYTr Ha ApYyra B TeUeHUE
HECKOJIbKMX CeKYHI.

— Ilpomy, Bolinute, — ckaszan cup ae Manerpya, — s
JKJaJl Bac BECh Beuep.

OH He BcTaJjl, HO CJIOBA €r0 COIIPOBOXIAINCH YIIBIOKOH 1
JIEFKUM, HO BEXJIMBBIM KMBKOM. OTYacTy BCJIEICTBUE ITOMN
YIBIOKU, OTYACTU BCJEACTBUE KAKOTO-TO CTPAHHOIO MeJlo-
IUYECKOTO POKOTA, KOTOPBIi CIBIIIANCS B TOJIOCE CUpa Iie
Maretpya, [leHu 10 Mo3ra KOCTeil MPOHM3aI0 OCTPOE YyB-
CTBO OTBpallleH!s K CTapuKy. biaromapst 3ToMy U MOHSIT-
HOMY CMYIIIEHUIO OH €lIBa CMOT HaiiTH HECKOJIBKO CJIOB IUIS
OTBeTa.

— borock, — cKazan OH, — 4YTO MPOM3OIILIO ABOMHOE
HenopazyMeHue. S He ToT, Koro Bbl oxuaanu. Kaxercs, Bbl
OXUJAJIM TOCTS; YTO Ke KacaeTcsl MeHsl, TO B MOM HaMepe-
HUS HE BXOJIUJIO U HE MOTJIO BXOIMUThH COBEpIlIeHHE MOm00-
HOTO BTOP>KEHMUS.
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— Hy-Hy, — OTBeTUJ] CTapuK CHUCXOAUTEIbHO, — BbI
3[1eCh, a 3TO raBHoe. CaauTech, IPYr MO, U pacroarai-
TeCh, KaKk BaM ynoOHee. Teriepb Mbl IMOTOJKYeM O HallleM
MaJIECHbKOM JIeJI€.

JeHu BUEI, 4YTO MOJOXEHHUE elle 00yiee OCIOXHIETCS
Oyiaromaps TpoaoJKalolIeMycsl Helopa3yMeHHIo, 1 MocTie-
IIWJT CO CBOUMM OOBSICHEHUSIMU.

— Baiua aBepb... — Hayas oH.
— BrI roBopute 0 Moeii nBepu? — CIPOCHUI XO3SIMH,
MOAHUMAsI CBOM OCTPOKOHEeYHble OpoBU. — O, 3TO Moe

MaJieHbKoe n3oopereHne! — OH nmoxan medamu. — [lIn-
pPOKOE TOCTEIPUUMCTBO... [10 Balmum ciioBaM, BBl HE UMe-
JIU HU MaJjieiiiero XejJaHusl MO3HAKOMUTBLCS CO MHOM.
Yro X, crapuKaM MPUXOIUTCSI MUPHUTHCS C aHTHITaTUEH
K HUM. ToabKO KOrma aHTUIIATHs 3Ta 3aTparMBaeT HaIly
YeCcTb, Mbl IPUAYMBIBAEM CIIOCOO MOOEaUTH ee. Bhl siBU-
Jiuch 6e3 mpuriialieHus, Ho, MoBepbTe, OyAeTe KeJJaHHbIM
TOCTEM.

— Bbl poposkaeTe 3a01yKIaThCsl, MECCUP, — CKazall
HeHnn. — Mexay HaMU He MOXET ObITb HUYETOo OOILIEero.
Sl coBepllleHHO 4YyXOM 4YeJOBeK B 3TUX Kpasx. Moe ums
HdeHu, 51 cbIH nokoliHoro Ae bosbe. Eciu Bbl BUIUTE MEHS B
CBOEM JIOME, TO TOJIbKO...

— Molii MOJIOIOM APYT, — MEePeOUI CTapUK, — II03BOJIb-
T€ MHE MMETh Ha 3TOT CYeT COOCTBEHHOEe MHEHUEe. MoxkeT
ObITh, OHO B HACTOSIIIMIT MOMEHT OTJIMYAeTCs OT Balllero, —
¥ OH MCKOCA B3IVISTHYJI Ha MOJIOIOTO YeJIOBeKa, — HO BpeMsl
MOKaXeT, KTO 13 Hac ObLI IpaB.

HeHu mpuilies K 3aKJII0YEHUI0, YTO UMEET JeJI0 C TIoMe-
maHHBIM. [1oXXaB ruredamMu, OH ycescs, YTOOBI TEPIIeITMBO
XKIaTh pas3Bsa3ku. Hactymuna maysa, Bo Bpemsi KOTOpOI
[eHu mokas3ajnoch, YTO OH pas3jnyaeTr ObICTPbIN LIEMOT, M0~
XOXWI Ha YTeHUE MOJIUTBEI, M YTO IIETIOT JOHOCUTCS M3-3a
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MOPThEPHI KaK pa3 HAMPOTUB Hero. MIHorma emMy cibliaacs
OJIMH TOJIOC, NHOIAA JIBa; CHJIbHbINA, HU3KUI TOJIOC, Ka3a-
JIOCh, CBUJIETEILCTBOBAJ TO O MOAbEME, TO 00 yrmaake ayxa
moutsierocs. OH roaymai, 4To MopThepa 3aKpbIBaeT BXO/ B
YACOBHIO, KOTOPYIO 3aMETUJI CHAPYKH.

CrapuK Bce 3TO BpeMs C yJIbIOKOI paccMaTpuBai deHu
C TOJIOBBI IO HOT, IT0 BpeMeHaM M3/1aBasi IETKUil 3ByK, IT0X0-
KU Ha 1Ie0eTaHue NTULBI UM MMCK MBI U BbhIpaXKaB-
LU, TOJKHO OBbITh, BBICOKYIO CTEIIEHb YI0BOJbCTBUS.

ITonoxeHue cTago BCKOpe HEBBIHOCUMBIM IS JleHU,
U, YTOOBI MPEKPATUTh €r0, OH BEXJIMBO 3aMETUJI, UTO BETeP
YTUX.

Co cTapyKOM cleaics pUIagoK MOJTYaTUBOIO CMEXa,
HACTOJIbKO CUJIBHBIM U MPOAOJKUTENbHBINM, YTO JUILO €ro
CTaJI0 COBCEM KPACHBIM.

JleHM BCKOYMJI U C pPEIIUTEIbHBIM XXECTOM Haell
LLLJISTTY.

— Cup, — cKasall OH, — €CJIU Bbl B TBEPJIOM yMe, TO
JKECTOKO ocKopOuisieTe MeHsi. Ecliu Bbl He B 3[paBOM yMme,
TO sI MOT OBl C OOJbIIEi IOJIb30M YIIOTPEOUTHh CBOU YM-
CTBEHHBIE CITOCOOHOCTH, UeM Ha Gecely ¢ CyMacIleaIIM.
Ternepb & sICHO TMOHMMAIO, B YeM liejo. Bbl ¢ mepBoit Xxe
MUHYTHI 3aCTaBUJIM MEHSI UTPaTh poJib AypakKa; Bbl OTKa-
3aJIMCh BBICJIYILIATh MOU OObSICHEHMSI, HO HEeT TaKOoli Bja-
CTU mojJ HeOOM, KOTOopas 3acTaBujia Obl MEHSI OCTaBaTbCs
3nech goybire! Ecnu g He Mory yiTH orcioga 6oJjiee Ipu-
CTOMHBIM 00pa3oM, § IIMaro B KyCKM M3pyOJito Bally
JIBEPD!

Cup ne Manerpya NpoTsHYJ MpaBylo pyKy U MolleBe-
JIVJT TaJIbLIaMU.

— [oporoii mieMsSHHUK, — cKa3aJl OH, — YCIIOKONTeCh
M CaguTeCh!
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— «IInemstHaNMK» ?! — Bekpmyain Jdenu. — Bel 3T0 cora-
Jn! — Y oH BbI3bIBalOLLE LIEIKHYJI MajlblaMu 110 HarpaBJie-
HUIO K CTapUKY.

— CaaguTech Xe, HeToAs ! — 3aKkpuyan BAPYT CTapuk
HEOXMJAaHHO T'POMKHUM T'OJIOCOM, IpyObIM, KakK coOauMii
Jaii. — He BooOpaxkaeTe v Bbl, — MPOIOJKAJI OH, — 4TO,
YCTPOUB MPUCTIOCOOIEHNE, YTOOBI 32 BaMU 3aXJIOMHYJIaCh
IBEpb, s HA 3TOM U MokoHuua? Ecau Bel mpeanoyuraeTe
OBbITh CBSI3AaHHBIM MO PyKaM W HOram, moka He 3aTpeliaT
y Bac KOCTM, BCTaBaliTe WM MOMNPOOyiTe BBIATU OTCIOAA.
Ecnu mpenmounTaeTe OCTaThbCsl CBOOOMHBIM MOJIOIBIM
YeJIOBEKOM, JII00e3HO OecenyoluM CO CTapbiM JKEHTJIb-
MEHOM, TOT/a CUAUTE CIIOKOWHO, U 1a COXpaHUT Bac bor!

— BBI x0THTE CKa3aTh, YTO § B IJICHY? — cripocu JeHu.

— 41 TonbKo ycTaHaBAMBalO (haKThl, — OTBETUJI COOe-
CEeIHUK, — a BaM MPEAOCTABIISIO AC/IaTh 3aKJIIOUECHUS.

Henu cHoBa ce. I1o BHEIIIHOCTH OH Ka3aJjicsl CIIOKO-
HbIM, HO BHYTPU Y HETO BCE TO KUIIEJIO0 THEBOM, TO XOJIOAEI0
oT cTtpaxa. OH yxXe He AyMall, YTO UMEET JIeJIO C CyMaclle/-
muM. Ho ecim ctapuk 3M0poB, TO YTO €My OT HETO HYXXHO,
panu Cozpatens? Kakoe Hejernoe U Tparuyeckoe Mmpouc-
mectBue! Kak emy aepxartbcsi?

Iloxa oH mpemaBajacss HENMPUITHBIM Pa3MbILUICHUSIM,
MopThepa, 3aKpbiBaBlliasi ABEPb B YACOBHIO, OTKMHYJIACh, 1
OTTYyIIa BBIIIEJ BBICOKHI YeJIOBEK B 00JIaUeHUU CBAIICHHU-
Ka 1, OpOCHUB UCTBITYIONIN B3I/ Ha JIeHU, cKa3ajl 4YTO-TO
MIETTOTOM CTapHKYy.

— OHa B JIyullleM pacIojioXeHUU? — CIPOCUJ TOT.

— bouiee yctynmuuBa, MECCUP, — OTBETUJI CBSILLIEHHUK.

— Hy, Teneps ga momoxeT et bor! — ckaszan crapuk u
npe3puTebHO 3acMmesuicsi. — Eit TpynHO yroauTb, — Mpo-
norkan oH. — KOHoIa MpUSTHBIN, He HU3KOTO MPOMCXO-
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