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FJ\aBa 1

Tlo6epexcve FOxcroeo Jlesona, Hosbps 1826 2oda

Iposa packanbiBana Hebeca, korna Cunonu Mopcaiit 1Bu-
rajach HaBCTpeUy CBOEMY OECUECThIO.

Jlomany 1Ko 3apXajiu, U BETXWUI HAeMHBIN 9KUTaX, pe3-
KO NePHYBIIUCH, OCTAaHOBUJICS. BeTep Ayn ¢ Takoii cUioi, 4To
KapeTa packauMBaJlach Jaxe mocjie OcTaHOBKU. CUIOHM ellBa
ycriena rnepeBecTy 1yX, Kak BO3HMIA — CMYTHast TeHb B KJIEEH-
4yaToM IUIalle, ¢ KOTOPOTO CTeKaau MOTOKU BOIbI, — 3aMasiquil
B TEMHOTE, YTOOBI OTKPHIThH JABEPILY.

— 3amok KpeiiBeH, Mucc! — nmpokpuyai OH CKBO3b 3aBeCy
TTOXIS.

Ha mrHoBeHue yxac nepen TeM, 4YTO OXUIaeT ee B 3aMKe,
napanu3oBai Cunonu. «3amok KpeiiBeH» — BOUCTHUHY TpPY-
CJIMBBIN, MAJIOLYIIHBINA.

— Mou KJIYM HEe MOTYT JOJITO CTOSITh. BBl TOYHO BBIXO-
uTe, Mucc?

B nyuie BcKOJIBIXHYJICS TPYCIMBBIN MOPBIB YIIPOCUThH BO3-
HUILY OTBe3TH ee Hazan B CuamayT. Eciu oHa ceityac yener,
HUYETro CTPAaIlHOTO He ciydyuTcsi. HUKTo HuKkorna He y3Haer,
YTO OHA ObLJa 37eCh.

«A 4T0 Xe Torna oyaet ¢ PobepToii 1 ee CHIHOBBSIMU?»

besxanocTHoe HamoMuHaHWE 00 OMACHOM TOJIOXEHUU
cecTpbl MOATONKHYI0 CUAOHM K JIUXOPATOYHBIM JACHCTBUSIM.
CxBaTuB CaKBOsIXK, OHa Bbl6paﬂaCb N3 KapeThl U TYT K€ MOKa4-
HyJIach moJ opbiBoM BeTpa. He 6e3 Tpyna ymepxkuBasi paB-
HOBECHE Ha CKOJIb3KUX OYJIBDKHUKAX, OHA MEJIEHHO MOIHSIIa
IJ1a3a Ha BO3BBILIAIONIYIOCS Mepe/l Hell YepHYI0 TPOMaIUHY.

CuzioHu ellie 1ymana, 4To B Kapere XojoaHo. Ha oTkpei-
TOM TPOCTPAHCTBE XOJOJ ObLT MPOCTO JieAeHs it JleByiika
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CBhEXWJIaCh, KOTJa BETep MPOHM3aJ €€ IIEePCTSHYI HaKUIKY.
CJI0BHO B OATBEPKACHUE TOTO, YTO OHA BCTYITAaeT B 11apCTBO
TOTUYECKUX yKacOB, CBEpKHY/Ia MOJHUS. OT MOCIIENYIOIETO 32
Heil rpOMOBOTO packaTa JIolaad HEPBHO JAEPHYJINCh, 3a3BEHEB
cOpyeii.

Hecmotpst Ha BIosiHE MOHSTHOE XeJlaHUe MoCcKopee Bep-
HYTbCS K LIMBUIM3AllMU, Ky4yep cpa3y He yexal.

— Bbl... TOro, TOUHO YBEpEHbI, YTO BaC TYT XKAYT, MUCC?

Haxe ckBO3b 3aBbIBaHUsI BeTpa CUIOHU paccibllliaia ero
comHeHus. CoMHeHusI, oTpaxaroiue ee coocTtBeHHble. OHa
BBINIPSIMUJIACH, HACKOJIBKO MTO3BOJISIT COMBAIOLINIA C HOT BETEP:

— [Ja. Cnacu6o, muctep YoJUINC.

— Hy, Torma no6poro Bam 3mopoBbuiia. — Kydep B3oOpajcs
Ha KO3JIbl M, XJIECTHYB JIOIIACH, ITyCTHJ MX B HEPOBHBII I'aJIol.

CuioHM MoaXBaTUIa CAKBOSIXK M B30exXasa 1Mo CTyreHbKam
HEBBICOKOTO KPBIIbLIA K TSXenoil nepr. OcTpoKOHEUHas ap-
Ka Haj BXOJOM JlaBajia Majio 3auiuThl. OuepenHasi BCIbIIIKA
MOJTHUM TIOMOTJIa €ii OOHapYXXUTh JBEPHOE KOJIBIO B (hopme
JIbBUHOM Tos10BbI. OHa yXBaTWJIaCh 32 HETO PYKOW B Mepyarke,
MOJHsUIa U oTnycTuiaa. M3-3a peBa BeTpa M IiiyMa JT0X/Is CTyK
OBLT TTOUTH HEepa3IUIUM.

OHa HeTeprennBo MOCTyYaa eile, HO HUKTO He CIeLIn
OTKpbIBaTh. TeMIlepaTypa, Ka3ajloch, ynajia elie rpaaycoB Ha
JIeCsATh, TTOKAa OHA CTOsIa CTOPOUBIIUCH IO CEKYIIMMU J0-
KIEBBIMU CTPYSIMU.

Y0, CKaxkuTe Ha MUJIOCTb, OHA CTAHET JIeJ1aTh, €CJIU B IOMe
HUKOTO HeT?

K ToMy BpeMeHH, Korna ABEpbh CO CKPUIIOM OTBOPWJIACH,
SIBUB CTapylo XeHInHy, y CuaoHu 3y0 Ha 3y0 He momnamall, oHa
TPSICJIaCh CJIOBHO B JIMXOpaaKe. [TopbIB BeTpa MOAXBATHII TLIaMsI
OIIMHOKOW CBEYM, U TOHEHbKMI1 OTOHEK 3aMeplal.

— 4... — 3akpuyana CumoHU CKBO3b OYypIO, HO XEHIIHA
OTBEpHyJach W HalpaBUJach B I1yOb noma. PactepsiBiiasicst
JIeBYIIIKA IIaTHyJIa 3a Heil.

OHa oka3ajacb B HEOOBSITHOM XOJIJI€, HATIOTHEHHOM TEeHSI-
MU. TYCKJI0-KOpUYHEBbIE TOOEIeHBI TPUKPHIBAJIM BBICOUCHHbBIE
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KaMeHHbIe cTeHbl. OTOHb B MACCMBHOM OYare He Tope, U 3TO
He T00aBJIsIO 1OMY TOCTETIPUMMCTBA.

CunoHu pobpara Apoxb, KOrJa X001 OT KAMEHHBIX TUIUT
oJia MPOCOYMUJICS CKBO3b IMOIOUIBHI €€ MoIyOOTUHOK. JIBeph
M03ay 3aXJIOMHYJIACh ¢ KAKUM-TO POKOBBIM CTYKOM. B3ampor-
HYB, JIeBYIlIKa 00epHYJIach 1 0OHapYXWJIa ellle OHOTO CTApOTo
CJIyTY, TOBOPAaYMBAIOILIETO TSKEJbIN KJIIOY B 3aMKe.

«YT0, BO MM$ BCEro CBITOTO, s Hajejajaa, MpuexaB B 3TO
60roM 3a0BITOE MECTO?»

C 3aKpbITOH ABEPbIO TUIIIMHA B IOME TT0Ka3aiach elle dosee
yrpoxaronieit, yem peByuiasi Oypsi cHapy>Xu. ENMHCTBEHHBIM
3BYKOM OBLIO IJIyXO¢ «KaIll-Kar-Kar» C ee IIPOMOKIIEH HaKUI-
ku. CTpax, BEepHBIi CIYyTHUK C TeX Mop, Kak PobepTa mosenana
eif o cBoeil O6ene, CBUHIIOBOI TSKECTbIO YTHE3IUJICS B XKMBOTE
Cunonu. CoriacuBIIMCh IOMOYb CECTPE, OHA Halleslach, YTO
TIBITKA, KaKOM ObI y>KacHO# OHA HU Oblja, 3aKOHUUTCS OBICTPO.
B aT011 3Xe MpayHOIi KPenoCTH €€ OXBAaTWJIO CTpaIlIHOE Mpe-
YYBCTBUE, YTO OHA OOJIbIIIE HUKOTA HE YBUIUT OEJIOro CBeTa.

«[Ipekpary BbIIyMbIBaTh BCSIKKE TIYMOCTU», — MBICJIEHHO
BeJiesia OHa cele.

OpHako ToabdagpuBapIIe CJoBa HUKOMM OOpa3oM He
YCIIOKOMJIM HApacTalolIeTo MPUCTyNa MaHUKU. Kerub moj-
cTynuia K ropiy, moka CugoHu cjegoBaia 3a 0€3MOJIBHOM
5KOHOMKOI1 M0 6ECKOHEYHOMY XOJUTy. Y Hee BO3HUKJIIO CTPaH-
HOE YyBCTBO, OY/ATO THICSYM 3JIbIX JAYXOB CKAJISITCSl HA Hee U3
TEMHBIX YIJIOB.

OnemeBIMMM TNajibliaMu CHIIOHM CTUCHYJIa PYUYKYy cak-
BOsXKa M HanmoMHMJIa cebe, Kakue OeqCTBUS MaayT Ha TOJIOBY
PoGepTh1, ecu oHa OTEpHUT Heymayvy.

4 caenato 310. S cMoOTY».

Jla, HECMOTpsI Ha TO YTO OHa 3aliljia yKe TaK JAajieKo, CyIie-
CTBYET BEepOSITHOCTb ITpoBajia. DTOT IJIaH C CaMOro Havaia Obul
puckoBaHHbIM. Celtuac, korna CuaoHu oKa3anaach 3/1eCh O/lHa,
0e3 3alIuThl, €if TIOHEeBOJIe TIPUIIIO B TOJIOBY, YTO 3aMbICell,
pa3paboranHbiii B bapcToy-xojuie, ObUT O0IBIION TIYIIOCTHIO,
rpaHuyaieit ¢ 6esymueM. Eciu 6 TOJBKO COMHEHMSI MOTJIU
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MOMOYb €ii MPUAYMaTh KaKON-HUOYIb MHON CIIOCO0 CIacTu
CecTpy.

Crapyxa 5KOHOMKa Bce I1apkaia Brnepenu. CuaoHu Tak 3a-
KOUeHeJa, 4YTo ¢ TPyAOM Tiepeasurana Horu. Ciyra He TIpeio-
KW B3Th y Hee HU HAaKUIKY, HM CAaKBOSIK, a KOTJ/Ia OHA OTJISIHY-
JIach, UCYE3 TaK Xe TUXO 1 OECIIyMHO, KaK U TIOSIBUJICS, CJIOBHO
pPAcTBOPUJICS CPEIM 3dMKOBBIX MIPU3PAKOB.

CuioHM U ee Hepa3roBOpYMBas MPOBOXaTas MOAOLLIU
HaKOHEII K JIBepU B MPOTUBOIOJIOXKHOM CTEHE, TAKOM Xe BHY-
IIUTEJIbHOM, KaK 1 BXOAHas ABepb. CTapyxa TOJKHYJA IBEPb,
U Ta MSITKO Y TUXO OTBOPWJIACH HA XOPOIIO CMa3aHHBIX METIISIX.
Cobpasiuchk ¢ 1yxoM, CUIOHU IarHyJIa B IPKUIA CBET U TEILIO.

Jpoxa Kak OCUHOBBIi JIUCT, OHa OCTAHOBUJIACH y Tpare3-
HOTO CTOJIa, TSHYBILIErocs uepe3 Bcio KomHary. C 06enx CTOpoH
BBICTPOUJTUCH TSIXKEJble JyOOBBIE CTYJIbSI, TOTEMHEBIIIME OT Bpe-
MeHu. KoMHaTa mpeaHa3Hayvanach JUIs IIIyMHOW KOMIIaHUU, HO,
MO/HSIB IJ1a3a OT CTOJICUIHHULIBI, AEBYIIIKA YBUJENA, YTO ceiiuac
B HEll TIPUCYTCTBYET TOJBKO OMH YeJIOBEK.

JIxxo3ed Meppuk.

He3akoHHOPOXIEHHBII OTIPHICK apucToKpara. Moryiie-
CTBEHHBIN U ynawiuBbIi feseln, 6oratsiii, kak Kpes. Cepbiit
KapauHan B nonuTtuke. M Heroasit, KOTOpbIi HBIHELIHEH HO-
YbIO BOCITOJIB3YETCSI €€ TEJIOM.

— TocnoauH, TYT K BaM JIe[IU.

He MeHss BabsiKHOM 1031 HA TPOHOTIOJOOHOM CTYJIe Ha
NaJIbHEM Kpalo CTOJIa, XO35IUH JIoMa TMOIHST TOJIOBY.

IMpu nepBoMm B3rsine Ha Hero y CUIOHUM TepeXBaTUIIO
nbixaHue. CakBOSDK BBICKOJIB3HYJ M3 OHEMEBIIMX MMalibLICB
U uutenHysics Ha noj. OHa ObICTPO OMyCTWIA TJa3a, Mpsya
CBOE MOTPSICEHUE TMOJI KAMIOIIIOHOM.

PoGepra npenympexmana ee. YUIbsM, 35Tb, ObLI Oecriona-
JIeH, TIOHOCSI XapaKTep ¥ BHeITHOCTh Meppuka. U oHa, pazyme-
eTcsl, Kak U BCe, Clbllliajia CIUIETHU O HEM.

Ho H1YTO HEe MOATOTOBUIIO €€ K 3peJTUIILy ero U3yponoBaH-
HOTO JINLA.

CuoHM [0 KpOBU 3aKycwia TyOy, cpaxasiCh ¢ MOPbIBOM
pa3BepHYThCS U GexXaThb Kyaa mia3a risaaT. Ho oHa He MoxeT
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yoexarts! CIuIIKOM MHOTOE ceiiyac 3aBUCUT OT Hee. B met-
ctBe PobGepTa OblIa €€ eMMHCTBEHHBIM 3alllMTHUKOM. Terepb
HacTaja ouyepelb CHUIOHU CNACTU M 3allUTUThL CECTPY JI00O0M
LIEHOW.

OHa HeyBepeHHO TMOAHsUIA TJ1a3a Ha TMOJIb3YIoLIErocs ayp-
HoIt crmaBoii xo3simHa KpeiiBeHa. Meppuk OBLT B carorax,
Opumkax v Geyoii pyballike ¢ pacCTerHyThiM BopoToM. Cu-
JIOHU OTOpBaJjia B3IJISIA OT CMYTHOTO HaMeKa Ha MYCKYJIUCTYIO
Ipylb ¥ 3acTaBuiia ce0sl MOCMOTPETh eMy B JII0. Bo3MOXHO,
el ynacTcst 0OHaApYXKUTh XOTsI ObI KPOIIIEUHYIO TPEIIUHKY B €TI0
PEUIMMOCTH, KaKO-HUOYIb CIIe]] )KaJIOCTH, KOTOPBIN yIepKUT
€ro OT 3TOro OECYECTHOTO JNEeSTHUS.

OnHako nipu 60Jiee BHUMATEIbHOM B3IJISI/IE CTAJIO MTOHSTHO,
YTO 5Ta HaleX/aa TiieTHa. YeloBeK, KOTOPbIi ObLT HACTOIBKO
OecrolaneH, YTo 3aKJII0YWII 3TY AbSIBOJIbCKYIO CAEIKY, ellBa JIh
CMSITYUTCS TeTieph, KOTa 100bIYa YK€ Y Hero B pyKax.

IycTbie MccuHsI-yepHble BOJNOCHI, JJIMHHEE, YeM JUKTYET
MoJia, Mafgaayd Ha BbICOKMIA 100. BricTynatomue ckyiabl. KBa-
JpaTHasl YeJII0CTh, yKa3bIBalolllasi Ha HaIMEHHYIO CAMOYBEPEH -
HocTb. [TTy00KO MocakeHHbIE T1a3a, yCTpEeMJICHHbIE Ha Hee CO
CKYyYalolllM BbIpaxkeHUEeM, KOTOPOE UCITyTajio ee 0oJibliie, YeM
MOT OBl MCTTYTaTh TIPEIIOIaraeMblii TbLI.

OH He ObLT KpacuB Jaxe 10 TOro, Kak Kakoi-To 0aHaUT
B €r0 TAMHCTBEHHOM IPOLUIOM PacCcek €My BHYIIMTEIbHbIN
HoC U By 1eKy. LllIpam TonmumHoi ¢ ee 60JbLION Maiell
TSHYJICS OT yXa 10 caMoro yrojika pra. Eille onuH, MoToHbliIe,
paccekall HAIMEHHY0 YepHYI0 OpPOBb.

Benas pyka rpalio3HO yAep:KUBaja TSKENbli XpyCTaabHbIM
Ookait. B cBeTe cBeueit yrpoxatole CBEpKHYJ pyOUHOBBI 1ep-
creHb. «Knaper u pyOuH 1iBeTa KpoBU», — nonymana CunoHu
U TYT Xe Toxasesa o0 3TOM.

— Beor onoznanu. — Tonoc Meppuka okazaicsi TTyOOKUM
U TaKUM 3Ke anaTUYHbIM, KaK U MaHepa MOBeICHUS.

CunoHu oxuaana, 4to OyaeT HaryraHa, HO HUKaK He Xa-
J1a, 4TO elle U pa3o3aIuTcs B mpuaavy. IBHOe OTCYTCTBUE UHTE-
peca xo3simHa KpeiiBeHa K cBoeii kepTBe MOpOaUIIO HEroIoBa-
HUE, CWIbHOE, KaK OUMILA0LIAs TPUJIMBHAS BOJIHA.
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— Jlopora 3aHsja 00Jibllle BpEMEHM, YeM OXMIAIOCh, —
CunoHM OblTa Tak 3J1a, YTO Jaxe PyKU Y Hee He IpoXKasiu, Korua
OHa OTKMHYJIA KamiolioH Ha cruHy. — [loroga He omo0OpsieT
Balll KOBapHbI 3aMbICe], MUCTep MeppuK.

Jlep3K0 BCKUHYB HEMTOKPHITYIO Toj10BY, CUIOHM UCIIbITAIA
MpaJyHoOe YI0BJIETBOPEHKE, YBUNEB, KaK BbIpAaXXeHHE CKYKU M-
TOM CJIETEJIO C €TO0 JINIA, CMEHUBIIUCH OLICIOMJIEHHBIM JTI000-
IBITCTBOM. OH BBIIIPAMUIICA U BO33PUJICA HA HEC YEPE3 CTOJI.

— Kro0 BBI, 4epT BO3bMHU, TaKas?

HesnakoMka, pa3pasu ee TpoM, Jaxe He B3IpOrHyJja, Korjaa
JIxx03ed pa3apakeHHO PSIBKHYJI Ha Hee. JIMIIO oI pacTpernnaH-
HBIMU BOJIOCaMM KO(PEHHOTO 11BeTa ObLIO OJIETHBIM U YYBCT-
BEHHO KPaCHBBIM.

OH BBIHYXIeH ObUI OTHATh e€ii mojkHoe. HaBepHska oHa
ObLIa HY >KMBa HY MEPTBa OT CTpaxa, He TOBOPS YK IIPO XOJIO,
OJIHAKO CTOsijIa CITOKOMHAsI, KaK MpaMOpHas CTaTysl.

Brpouewm, Hert, He coBceM. Ecim mpurisimeThes TOBHUMA-
TeIbHEE, Ha IIeKaX y Hee IIPOCTYIIIM PO30BbIe IIsITHA. [leBIoH-
Ka OTHIOJb HE TaK XJIAAHOKPOBHA, KaK XOYET Ka3aThCs.

U ona momnoma. CIMIIIKOM MOJIOAa, YTOOBI ITyTaThCs C Ta-
KVM IMHUYIHBIM, CBOSKOPBICTHBIM HeroasieM, KakuM Obut [Ixko-
3e Meppuk.

PsoMm ¢ He3aHaKOMKOM Muccuc brBeH 3aaMbIBajia pyKu:

— TocnmomwH, BBI cKa3aim, 4TO XIeTe AaMy, ¥ KOrma oHa
rmocryyvarna...

— Bce B nopsiake, muccuc busen. — He cBoas a3 co
cBoell rocTbr, MeppHK B3MaxOM PYKU OTIYCTUJ SKOHOMKY.
EMy cnemoBano ObI pa3031IMTLCS, YTO €TI0 HACTOSIIAs JoObIYa
n3bexalia CUJIKOB, HO JIIOOOTBITCTBO B3sIJI0 BepX. Tak KTO XKe
9Ta HecpaBHeHHas1? — OcTaBbTe Hac.

— Ho BB oxxmmanu HeIHYE APYTYIO Jean?

[yOBI ero CKpUBWINCH B YJIBIOKE.

— Hymato, HeT. — OH OKMHYJI 6€3MOJIBHYIO IEBYIIKY OIe-
HUBAIOIIMM B3IJIIIOM. — $I TTO3BOHIO, KOTIa BBl TOHALO0NUTECH,
Muccuc bupeH.



HenoBonbHO Bopua cebe 1moa HOC, 5KOHOMKA YIaJIMIaCh,
OCTaBUB €ro HaeJIuHe C TOCThEN.

— 1 Tak noHumaro, npekpacHasi Pobepra yem-1o 3aHsTa, —
MporoBopus MeppuK BKpaauuBbIM TOHOM.

ITonHbIe ryObl AeBYLIKHY CKaMUCh. J{0KHO OBITh, Y HEe, KaK
U Y BCEX, BBI3BIBATM OTBpPAILIEHUE €Tr0 LIPaMbl, HO, HE CUMTAas
HECKOJIbKO OJIEpEBEHEIION O3k, AepKajach OHA 3aMeYaTeJIbHO.
Jlenu PobGepra 3HaeT ero MHOTO JIET U BCE PABHO IMPU KaxIOH
BCTpeue APOXKUT OT yxKaca.

370CTh MOMUMO BOJIM OMpayuja eMy HacTpoeHue. OH yxe
MpeaBKyIa, KaK HayYUT XeHY CBOEro Ky3eHa BBIHOCUTD €To
MPUCYTCTBUE, He CTpafast MUTpeHbio. [TosiBieHe ceil HaaMeH-
HOI KpacaBUIIbl pa3ouyio 3Ty Hanexapl. OH Tpa3aHo rajain,
MPEUTOXUT JIM OHAa COOTBETCTBYIONIYIO KOMIIEHCAIIMIO 34 €T0
pazoyapoBanue. TpyaHo cka3atb. HeBO3MOXHO OUTH HUYETO
pasmIsAaeTh Mo 3TOM MOHOLIEHHON HAKUIKOM, ¢ KOTOPOH Ha
T10J1 HATEKJTU JIY>KU BOBI.

— Mens 30ByT Cuionu @opcaiiT, — BbI3bIBAOILE MTPEICTA-
BUWJIACh IEBYIIIKA 1 TOPIO B3AepHYa rojoBy. OH ObUI CIUIITKOM
JTAJIeKO, YTOOBI PACCMOTPETh LIBET IJ1a3, HO 3HAJI — OHU HETOMY-
1ole cBepkaroT. O6pamyieHHbIe TOHKMMU U3SIIIHBIMU OPOBSIMU,
rna3a ObLTH OOJBIIMMU U YyTh-4yTh PACKOCHIMU, MIPUAABAas JIM-
11y 9K30TUYHOCTU. — A Mutafgiias cecTpa Jiequ XoJopyK.

— Mou cobone3HoBaHMSI, — Cyx0 oTo3Bajcsa Hxo3ed. Te-
Tepb OH MOHSUI, KTO niepes HUM. OH CIIbIIIa, YTO He3aMYXHSIs
cectpa @opcaiit xkuseT B bapcroy-xosute, pogoBoM UMEHUN
Ky3€Ha, XOTsl HUKOT/Ia MPeXIe ¢ Hell He BCTpevaics.

OH MomnbITaJCsl OTHICKATh KaKoe-HUOYAb cxoacTBO CHUIOHU
¢ cectpoii. Pobepra, BukoHTecca Xon0opyK, Oblia MpU3HAHHOMN
KpacaBulieil, HO B TPAIUIIMOHHOM aHIJIMICKOM CTUJIe. DTa Jie-
BYILIKA C TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U OPEOJIOM HETPOHYTOM UYBCT-
BEHHOCTU — HEYTO cOoBepileHHO nHoe. OH ObLT 3aMHTPUTOBAH,
HO HMYEM He BbIaJ CBOEro MHTEpeca, clieiaB Buji, OyATo ee
Tpue3n — CKy4yHeliiee coObITHe.

— A e xe neau Pobepta B Ty ciiaBHYI0 HOuYb? Ecnu g He
omuoOCs B 1aTe, Mbl YCIOBWINCH MIPOBECTU HEJEII0 B KOMIIAHUU
JPYT C IPpYTOM.



Hckopka TopxecTBa OCBETUJIA JIMILIO AEBYIIKH, OTYETO €€
TeMHas KpacoTa 3aXmIach Kak (ake.
— Mosg cecTpa 1151 BaC HEIOCTYIHA, MUCTep MeppuK.

— 3aTto BBl OOCTYIMHBL. — OH IPUIIPABUII CBOIO YIIBIOKY
YIpO30id.

Ee KkopoTKoe caMOJ0BOJIBCTBO MCITAPUIIOCH.

— Ja...

— JlorampIBaloch, YTO BBl MpeajiaraeTe ce0sl BMECTO Hee.
BecbMma 1106€3HO0, XOTSI M HECKOJIBKO CaMOHAIesTHHO I10J1arath,
YyTO J1100as1 ciaydyaliHas XKeHIIWHA yIOBJIETBOPUT MOUM TpeboO-
BaHusIM. — OH OTIWJI BUHA ¢ Oe3pa3IndreM, HalleJIeHHBIM Ha
TO, YTOOBI Pa303IUTh ITY JEBUYOHKY, KOTOpasi pacCTpoOuia ero
HedeCcTUBHIe IIaHbl. — BoIoCch, 3TO He Ballle 00513aTEILCTBO.
Bama cectpa Hajenana KapTOYHBIX J0JTOB — He BbI. A BIIPO-
YeM, XOTh 1 BBl OYapOBaTE/IbHEI, SI YBEpEH.

Ee ussiiHOe ropsio AepHyJIoch, KOTAa OHa CriioTHyJa. [la,
oIpeesIeHHO HEPBHUYAET, XOTh U Xpadputcs. OH He HACTOJIb-
KO XOPOIINI YeJI0BEeK, YTOOHI MOXAJIETh 3Ty OTBaXXKHYIO IEBYIII-
Ky. Ho ¢ HekoTophIM 3aMeliiatebcTBOM Jxko3ed moiiman ceds
Ha TOM, YTO B AyIlle Y HEero IeBeJbHYIOCh COUYBCTBHUE. B cBOE
BpeMsi ¥ OH ObLT Mosioi. OH BCIIOMHMIJI, KAKOBO 3TO — IPUTBO-
PSITBCST CMEJIBIM, KOTIa CepAIe CXKMUMAaeTcs OT CTpaxa.

OH 6e3XaJIOCTHO 3aABUHYJ HeXenaTeJIbHOe TepexXuBaHue
B NaJIbHUI YTOJI, TOe AepKaj 3allePTHIMUA BCe CBOU TyPHBIE BOC-
IIOMUHAHUS.

— 51 — Bama miata, muctep Meppuk. — Tonoc Cumonu
IIpo3BYyYaJl BIIeUaT/IsTIoNIe XonoaHo. Brava, incognita! — Ecim
BbI HE BO3bMETE CBOI BHIMTPBILI C MEHSI, JOJIT CTAHET CIIOPHBIM.

— Taxk roBoput Pobepra?

— Yectb TpeOyeT...

OH pe3Ko, HAATPECHYTO XOXOTHYJI U YBUIEI, UTO IeBYIIKa
HaKOHEIl IPOTHYyJa — OT €ro M3AEeBKHU, a He OT YPOMJIUBO-
o JIMIIa.

— YecTb He MMeeT BJIACTU B 3TOM Aome, mucc Dopcailt.
Ecnu Baia cectpa He MOXKET pacIUIaTUTBCSI CBOMM TEJIOM, TO
ITOJDKHA 3aIIaTUTh OOBIMHBIM CITOCOOOM.

Ee ToH oxecTounics.
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— BaMm npekpacHO M3BECTHO, YTO MOSI CECTpa HE B COCTO-
STHUY TIOKPBITh CBOM PACXOIIBI.

— DTO TPYAHOCTH Ballleil CeCTpPHI.

— 4 momo3peBalo, BBl 3HAJIM, YTO OHA HE CMOXKET YCTOSITH
nepen co0sa3HOM, KOTlla 3aMaHWBaIu €€ B Urpy. Bel ncnosb-
3yeTe PoGepTy, 4TOOBI HACOIUTH JOPAY XOJOPYKY.

— AX, Kakoe XeCTOKOe OOBMHEHHE, — IIPOrOBOPHUJ OH
C HaWrpaHHBIM WCITYTOM, OJHAKO €€ MPEeAroJOoXeHUs ObUIU
BepHBl. OH He HaMmepeBaJics B Ty HOYb 3aMaHUTh Pobepty
B JIOBYIIKY amioibTepa, HO IPEACTABUBIIMICS Caydail BBEJ
OBl B UCKYILIEHUE Jaxe 0ojiee HPaBCTBEHHOTO YeJIOBEKa, YeM
JIxxo03ed Meppuk. OcoGeHHO KOra OH 3HaJ, YTO K IIPe3peHUI0
PoGeptel mpuMenBaeTcss 3M0poBasi MOPLMST DU3NIESCKOTO
BiaeyeHus1. — [lpenoxuTh ceds1 B KauecTBe 3aMEeHbl — Yep-
TOBCKM CHJIbHASI IEMOHCTPALIUS CECTPUHCKOM JIIOOBU.

Jesymika He oTBeTmyIa. OH BCTAl M MEMJICHHO IBHHYJICS
K Hel.

— Ilpexme 4eM CcOrIacUThCS Ha 3Ty 3aMeHY, S TOJDKEH YBU-
IIeTh, YTO IToIy4aro. Mosru y PoGepThl, MOXeT, U KypHUHBIEC, HO
BOT BCE OCTaJIbHOE BECbMa M BEChMa... T'M... BIleUaTISIIOIIIee.

— VY Hee He KypuHBIe MO3TH. — Mucc DopcailT 9yTh OIS~
TWJIACh, IIOTOM OCTAaHOBWJIACH U ITIOJO3PUTEILHO CIIPOCIUIA: —
Yro 3TO BHI Aenaere, Muctep Meppuk?

OH nponosKan mpuodaInuKaThes.

— Pa3BopauunBalo cBoii ITogapox.

— PasBopa?.. — Ha aT0T pa3 oHa momnsTijiach, He CKpbIBas
ucmyra. — Hert!

[yOBI eT0 CKPUBIINCH B CapIOHNYECKOM HACMEIIIKe.

— BrI cobupaeTech ocTaBaThCsl B CBOEH MOKpPOM HAaKMIKeE
BCIO HOUB?

Kpacka Ha ee miekax nmpoctynuia ordyeinBee. OHa U B ca-
MOM JieJie HelmypHa co00ii — KpeMoBas KoXa, IOJTHbIE TyOHbI.
Teneps, Korna [Ixo3ed ObLT 1OCTATOYHO OJIM3KO, YTOOBI 3arIs1-
HYTb €ii B IJ1a3a, OH YBUIEJ, YTO OHU (PHAIKOBO-KOPHYHEBEIS
n 0apxaTUCThie, KaK aHIOTUHBI IJ1a3Ku. B HeM IIeBenrbHYyIICS
MY>XCKOM MHTepec. He HacTONbKO CUJIbHBIN, KaK BO30YXKIeHHUE,
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HO JI0OCTaTOYHO HACTOWYMBBIN, YTOOBI BCKOpPE MPEBPATUTHCS
B YYBCTBEHHBII1 TOJION.

— Ha. To ectb HeT. — OHa MoAHsIa APOXKalIylo pyKy B Uyep-
HOW KOXaHoi1 mepuaTke. — BbI mbITaeTech 3amyratb MeHs.

OH nponoKal yaboaTbes.

— Ecnu u Tak, To, 51 6Bl cKa3aj, y MEHS 3TO ToJTy4aeTcs.

Mucc @opcaiit Bbinpsimuwiach. OHa oka3ajiach J10BOJIbHO
BBICOKOW, HO €l Bce e ObLJI0 JajieKo 10 eTo 11ecTh (hyToB.

— S xe ckazayia BaM, 3a4eM $ 311eCh. Sl He CTaHy CONPOTUB-
JaTecsa. HezaueM M300paxkaTh OMmepeToyHOoro 3/10/1esl.

— Bbl OyneTe CHOCUTh MOM OTBpaTUTEIbHbIE JJACKU, HO HE
MO3BOJINTE MHE CHSITh C BaC HAKUAKY? DTO HECKOJBKO IJIYIIO.

OHa nepecrtana MITUTHCS MCKIIOUUTESIBHO TMOTOMY, YTO
yrepaach CIIMHOW B KaMEHHYIO CTeHY. [J1aza ee BCIBIXHYIU
30JI0TUCTBIM OTHEM T'HEBA.

— He HacmexaiiTech Hazo MHOIA!

— Ilouemy xe? — JneHUMBO IOMHTepecoBajcs Meppuk
U TMPOTSIHYJ PYKY, YTOOBI pa3Bsi3aTh 3aBSI3KU Ha 1Iee.

OHa BXajach B CTEHY B TILIETHOM IOIBITKE CITACTUC.

— MHe 3T0 He HpaBUTCS.

— IlpuBbikHeTe. — Pyku ero ckoib3Hy/IM MO IieyaM, mo-
YYBCTBOBAaB HaTpsKEHUE MO TPOMOKIIIei mepcTbio. — K Tomy
BpEMEHM, KaK Mbl 3aKOHYMM, Bbl NMPUBBIKHETE K OYEHb MHO-
roMy.

CuioHu 00peyeHHO B3IIOXHYJAa, YepThl e JINIa 3a0CT-
PUJTUCh.

— Ilonarato, BbI TIpaBbI.

HacwMmetnuBocTs yiuia U3 ero rosoca.

— 3Haere, Pobepra 3TOrO HE CTOUT.

Mucc @opcaiiT He OTBeJa B3IJIsia.

— Her, ctout. Bor He monumaeTe.

— botoch, 4To HeT. — Eciiu eBYOHKa TBEPAO BO3HAME-
puack GPOCUTBCS B OMYT C TOJIOBOM, 3aUeM €My BO3paxKaTh?
Oco06eHHO Kor/a OT Hee MPUSITHO MaxXHEeT T0XIeM U UYyTh-UyTh
>XeHIMHou. Korga oH cTaimia HaKMIKY ¢ ee TJied M Ta yrajia
Ha I10J1 MOKPOM Ky4ueit, 0OHapyKMJIOCh, YTO MO HEM mpesiecT-
Hble (POPMBI, CJIOBHO CO3IaHHbIE ISl €T0 PYyK.
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OHa THXO axHyja, OCTaBIINCh 0e3 HAKWUIKH, U CTOsLIa, IPO-
>Ka, HO TPY 3TOM BOMHCTBEHHO BBIMSITUB MOAOOPOIOK.

— 4 rotoga.

— CoMHeBaloch, bella. — OH mOBHMMATEIbHEE TIPUTIISIICT-
csl K ee OJIeXX/e U CIIPOCUJT C HEMOAJENbHBIM ykacoM: — YTo
9TO Ha Bac HaaeTo?

B3risin, KoTopbiii OHa MeETHYJa, CBUACTEJ]bCTBOBANI 00
OCTpPOI HETPUSIZHMU.

— A 4YTO BaM He HpaBUTCS?

OH HeoxoOpUTENIbHO OTJIsIAeN Oeloe MyCIMHOBOE ILJIaThe
¢ 000pKaMu, CIMIIIKOM MaJIeHbKOE JIJIsl Hee, CJIUIIIKOM JIETKOe
JUTSL TAKOW HEHACTHOM TOro/ibl, CAUIIKOM HEMOIHOE, CJIMIII-
KOM... B OOIIEM, BCE CITUIITKOM.

— Hwuuero, eciu Bbl Oi€ThI, YTOOBI UTPaTh XKEPTBEHHYIO
JIEBCTBEHHMUILY.

— Tlouemy kxe? — cripocuia oHa ¢ TOpsSTYHOCThIO. — S Benb
JIEBCTBEHHULIA.

OH 3aKaTWI I71a3a.

— Hy pasymeetcs. Torna mouyemy Bbl BpydyaeTe MHE CBOIO
JIEBCTBEHHOCTD, a HE IaeTe CBOEH TIIYIOl CeCTpUIIe CaMoil pac-
XJIeOBbIBATh Kallly, KOTOPYIO OHA 3aBapuia.

— Bbrl Begete ceOs1 OCKOPOUTEBHO, CIP.

OH ycMmexHyscs. JleBylika oka3ajach Kyaa 3abaBHee, yeM
PoGepra. PoGepra yxe ycrpomsia Ob1 eMy uctepuky. OmHakKo
HEBO3MOXHO TMpPENCTaBUTh, YTOOBI 3Ta CAepKaHHAsi OOTUHSI
npuberia K TaKoMy CpeCTBY. BbITb MOXET, eMy, B KOHILIE KOH-
110B, noBe3yo. Ero 3atauBiieecs pazapaxeHue U3-3a UHTPUT
PoGepThl, yTuxamlee Mo BIUSHUEM JEP3KOTro BbI30Ba 3TOMU
TpeJIeCTHOM JeBYIIKU, UCUe3No Oe3 ciena. 3aMaHuTh Pobepty
B JIOBYILIKY ObLJIO JIEJIOM OTHIO[b HE CJIOXKHBIM, XOTb MePCIeK-
THBa HACTABUTb POTa CBOEMY MPE3PEHHOMY KY3€HY U MpeCcTaB-
Jisiiach BecbMa mpuBiekatenbHoii. CobnazHeHue ke CUIoHU
DopcaiiT 06elaio BOUCTUHY MPeKpacHOe pa3BiIeueHMeE.

— BT0 Moe nydlliee 1jiaTbe, — HAaAMEHHO 3asiBUJIa MUCC
dopcaiit.

OH HacMeuUIMBO Tozaepraj OOBUCIIYIO OOOPKY BOKpPYT
BbIpE3a.
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— Bo3MoxHO, Korma Bam ObLIO TISITHAAATh. — B3rysm ero
3a0cTpuiIcs. — A CKOJIbKO BaM BOOOIIIE-TO JieT?

— JIBaguaTh 4eThipe, — MpobopMoTaga oHa. — A Bam?

— CnuikoMm crap uis Bac. — B cBou Tpunuats aBa oH ObLT
HEHaMHOTO CTapliie 10 TolaM, HO Ha MUJUIMOH JIET CTapliie 1o
omnbITy. M B 3TOT MIWIIMOH JIeT OH He OBLI 00pa3iioM Oj1aro-
pazymusi.

Ee n1110 ocBeTHI0Ch BHE3AIMHON HAAEXKIOM.

— BDTO 03HAYaeT, YTO BBl MEHSI OTITyCTUTE?

Ha 3T0T pa3 oH paccMmesicsl B OTKPHITYIO.

— Hu 3a uto Ha cBeTe.

Ona no6GsneaHena oT crpaxa. OH OOHSUT ee OTHOU PyKoOM
3a TUleuH, Tosible oA TOHKUM Judom. [Ipu compukocHoBe-
HUU YTO-TO HEOOBSICHUMOE MPOU3O0IIIO MEXIY HUMU, CJIOB-
HO TpoOexaiia uckpa. Korma oHa BCKMHyNna Ha HETO MCIy-
raHHbIE TJ1a3a, OH MOTPY3WJICS TPSIMO C TOJIOBOi B UX Gapxa-
TUCTBIe IyOuHBI. OHa 3aapoxkana, 1 OH OCJIa0MII ¥ CMSTYMII
o0BsATHE.

— Yero BbI Xnete? — BblIaBUJIa AEBYIIIKA CKBO3b 3YObl.

Briceub ero Maso 3a To, UTO OH ee My4uT, HO JI)Ko3eda mo-
MPEeXXHEMY OJI0JIeBaJIO JTIOOOIBITCTBO. OH MOIHSUT IPYTYIO PYKY
K TTOI0OPONIKY M TIOBEPHYI ee Julo. Tak 611M3K0 OH paziuyat
KXyl PECHUUKY U 30JIOTUCTbIe 000KK BOKPYT 3paukoB. Ho-
3[pU €€ pa3ayiKcCh, CJIOBHO OHa BOMpalia ero 3arax TOYHO TakK
Ke, KaKk OH BOupal ee.

Mnu, GbITb MOXET, OHA TaK HaIyraHa, YTO HE MOXET Jbl-
maTth?

— Bompoc B ToM, OyaeT i coBpallleHre HEBECTKH MOETO
Bpara TakuM e 3arlOMUHAIOIIUMCS, KaK COBpPaIllEHUE ero Xe-
HbI? — TIPOMYPJIbIKAJT OH.

— YomonoK... — MpOoIInIIesia OHa, 00aB €T JIUIIO TeTUIBIM
IbIXaHUEM.

OH ynbIOHYJICS, KOTaa I71a3a ee paclliupUiIMCch OT cTpaxa.

— CosBepireHHO BepHO, belladonna.

OH MeUIeHHO HAaKJIOHWJICS W TIPWIBHYJI PTOM K ry6am je-
BYILKH. 3amax I0XIeBON CBEXECTU yAapui B HO3IPU, BCKPY-
>KWB TOJIOBY HETEPIEJUBLIM oxuaaHueM. OHa He OTCTpaHU-
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JIach, HO TYOBbI OCTABAJIMCH TUIOTHO CXKaThIMU. ATJIaCHOE TEILI0
onbsHWIO [xk03eda.

OH cKOJIb3HYJI I'y0aMu 110 ee TybaM, CKopee, B HEKOeM Ha-
MeKe Ha IIOlleNIyil, yeM B HacTosIieM molenye. Jlaxke korma
KpOBb BCKMIIE/IA B XXWJIaX, HACTauBasi, 4YT00 OH OBJaies €lo,
YTO OHA 3IeCh UMEHHO IS 3TOTO, /I3)k03ed MepprK coXpaHWII
COIPUKOCHOBEHUE JIETKUM, Apa3HsuM. M He cxkuman oobsi-
THI, 4TOOBI yIepxkaThb ee. ATOHMSI HEOIPEeAeICHHOCTH TPaHM-
YMJia ¢ HacJaXIeHWeM, IT0Ka OH XIaJl, KOIla OHA BBEIPBETCS,
MPOKJIMHAS U MOHOocs ero. Ho oHa ocTaBaniach HEMOABUKHOM,
Kak ¢apdopoBast cTaTysTKa.

He Gosiee yeM yepe3 MrHoBeHue MeppuK MOAHSI TOJIO-
BY, IIOTPSICEHHBII T€M, YTO €My He XOTEJIOCh IIpephIBaTh 3TOT
HEBBIPA3UTENbHBIN TToLenyii. OH CyTopOXHO B3IOXHYJ, MPO-
TUBSICh CHJIBHEWIIIEMY ITIOPBIBY IIOIIEJIOBAaTh €€ KaK CIEemyeT.
EnBa nu coBpailieHMe HeBeCTKHU Jiopaa XoJ0pyKa TOCTaBUT
eMy OOoJIbllIoe YIOBJIETBOPEHME, HO Y HEro ObLIO HEXOopollee
YYBCTBO, YTO 3TO COMHEHHE €r0 He OCTAaHOBUT.

[1aza ee ObLIM OONBIIMMU U TEMHBIMU OT TOTpsiceHus. [1o-
TOMY YTO OH TToIIesIoBaj ee? M ToTOMY 9TO Ha OXMH KPaTKUIA
MMUT €l 3TO TTOHPaBUJIOCH?

— Hy, uro xe BrI MmemutTe? — [omoc ee ocurr. — KoHuaiite
VK€ C OTUM.

JI>x03ed YKOPU3HEHHO MOCTYYall I10 IeKe MEeBYIIKNA yKa-
3aTeJIbHBIM ITaJIbIIEM.

— S emmie He obepajl, — MSITKO OTO3Bajicsl OH M OTITyC-
THII €.

OHa mokayHyJlach, HO ITOBOJIBHO OBICTPO 0Opejia paBHO-
Becue. JIpIxaHne HepOBHBIMU B3I0XaMH BEIPBIBAIOCH U3 TIPH-
OTKPBITHIX Ty0. OH TpeanoyuTan ee THeB ysi3BUMocTu. [lomu-
MO BOJIM €€ ySI3BUMOCTh pa3befaia ero 0e3:XKajJoCTHOCTh, KaK
pkaBYMHA XeJe30.

— CocraBuTte MHE KOMITAaHUIO?

OHa Opocuiia Ha Hero B3IJISI, ITOJIHEINA BIIOJIHE 3aCITy>KEeH-
HOW HEHABUCTH.

— 4 He ronoaHa.

— XKanb. CerogHsi BaM TOHaI00SITCSI CUJTBI.

15



