MAVITAM M ETO BPATDHY

Ha,u, CeoHUHCKUMU XONIMaMM CrycKasiacb TUXas Té-
naas Houb. Y>ke B3owsa nyHa, koraa Bonk-otel
npobyauncs nocne AHeBHOro otapixa. Yytb npunogHss-
LUMCb U 3eBHYB, OH MOTAHYJICA CHayana nepegHUMM, no-
TOM 3a4HUMH Nanamu, BCTPAXHY/CS, MOMOTaa ro0BOM.
Bonunxa-matb BCE ewe ne)kana, YTKHYBLUUCb HOCOM
B NOACTUJIKY, MeXJy YeTbipbMs BO/YaTaMMu, KOTopble
KOMowunaucb U nuwanu. Ceer NyHbl NPOHUKAN yepes
oTBEpPCTHE BXOAa B HEDO/bLUYIO neLlepy, rae ycrpouna
cebe NOroBo BONUbS CEMDSI.

— Bppp! — nposopuan Bonk-oteuy. — lNopa ot-
MPaBAATbLCA HA OXOTY.

N oH warHyn 6b110 K BbiXxoAy, HamepeBascb OexkaTb
B [JOJIMHY, KaK BAPYr OTBEPCTHE 3ac/ioHuna Hebonbluas
TeHb C MyWKCTbIM XBOCTOM. KaKkoW-To 3Bep€EK HepeLuur-
TE€NbHO OCTAHOBMJICS Y BXOAA B NeELLEpYy U >KasobHo npo-
nuwan:

— Mup Tebe, npeasoauTeNib BOJIKOB, TBOEMY [JOMY
v TBouM aetkam! [la Hucnownér cyabba um yaauy, nycrb
pacTyT Ha cnaBy AXKyHI/IeH, HO He 3abbIBaloT, UTo ecTb
Ha CBeTe HecyacTHble U roNIoAHbIE.

Bonk-otel, y3Han atoro nonpoluaky: wakan Tabakw,
nobutens noabuparb 06beaKu U ycTpamuBaTb BCAKUE na-
KocTu. Bonku He niobsaT Tabaku 3a Mep3KuUK xapakTep,
ofHaKo nobauBaloTcs, TaK Kak OH vallle apyrux obura-
Tenew IXKyHrnew snajaer B 6eweHctso. B takom cocro-
AHWUU OH HUKOIO He CTPALLMTCS, HOCUTCS NO OXKYHINISM
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U KycaeT Bcex, KOro BCTpeTuT. [layke TUrpbl cneLuaTt CKpbITb-
cq, Korga 3aBuaaTt 3n106Horo B3becusluerocs wakana. Bee
3Bepu cTpallHo 6osTtcs belweHcTBa: 3T0 caMoe 6osbluoe
HecuacTbe, KaKoe MOXKET CBaJIMTbCsA Ha rosoBy cBobos-
Horo obutatens mkyHrnew. Jlioau Toxe cTpafatoT OT 3TOM
60ne3Hn — OObIUHO B CE30H JOXAeHW — W Ha3blBalOT eé
«BOJ0H0A3HDY.

— Hy, 3axoau, nonwu cebe yero-Hnbyap, — cyxo npo-
nomxkun Bonk-oteu. — Tonbko BpsAf, M UTO HaMAELWb.

— 0, 310 6naropoHOMY BOJIKY 3[€Cb HEUEM MOKH-
BUTbCA, a A1 TAaKOM HUUTOXKHOM TBapH, Kak s, obrnogaH-
Has KOCTb OT/IMYHOE NTAKOMCTBO. e y>XK HaM, HU3MEHHbIM
ruayporam, liakaabemy njemMeHu, Bbibuparb, 4TO XOPOLLO,
yTo Xyno?

Tabaku npobpancs B mybb newiepbl, HaWEN B yry 3a-
COXLIYIO NOJIyOBrnofaHHyo KOCTb U TOTYAC NPUHASCA eé
rpbi3Tb.

— [pemHoro GnarogapHbl 3a weapoe yroueHve! —
pa3faBafiocb U3 TEMHOTbI MEXAY XPYCTOM W YaBKaHbeM. —
O, kakue Kkpacusble y Bac getku! Kakve bonblive y HUX
rna3ku! Takue ManbilKHu, a y>xe Takue cmbiwnénble! [la, He-
LapOM roBOPSAT, UTO AETH BNAAbIK POXKAAIOTCS Blagbikamu!

JNlectb nunacb u3 Tabaku pekow, XOT OH OT/IMYHO 3Han,
UTO XBa/IMTb [EeTel B rMla3a — MPU3HAK OYeHb AYPHOro
TOHa, HO Y>X TaKOM y Hero rafkuu xapakrtep. EMy gocras-
NANO YAOBONbCTBUE BUAETb, KaK 00a poauTens mecra cebe
He HaxopsT.

[loBONbHbIM, UTO €My YAaNnoCb HaNaKoCTUTb, Tabaku Ha He-
KOTOpOEe BPeMs 3aMo/14ajl, HO BCKOPE ONsATb B35/ICSA 3a CBOE:

— 4 Bot uto cnbiwan: Bnagbika LLlep-XaH cobupaercs
NOOXOTUTbCA 3[eCb, B BALLUMX Kpasx, B OMKANLIYIO NyHY.
Tak ero Mu0CTb COB1AaroBONUA CKa3aTb MHE.

O6wutan tvrp LLlep-XaH, npo kotoporo rosopun Tabakw,
Bbile no peke BalHraHre, kKunomerpax B ABaguaTU-TPU-
ALATHU OT MeLLepbl.



— C kakow ctatu? — Boamytunca Bonk-oteu. —
Mo 3aKkoHy AyKyHr/iIeld OH He MOXEeT NepeMeHUTb MecTo
OXOTbl, He U3BecTUB 00 3TOM 3apaHee coceaen. OH pacny-
raet AuMub Ha LEeCATKU KUJIOMETPOB KPYrom, a MHe Tenepb
npuxoautca nobbiBaTb NPoONUTaHUE 3a [BOMX.

— Hepapowm ero c poxxaeHus 30ByT JleHrpu — Xpo-
MbiM, — 3ameTuna Bonuuua-matb. — OH XxpomaeT Ha ofHy
HOry, NOTOMY WU OXOTUTCS TOJIbKO Ha AOMAaLUHWK ckoT. MecT-
Hble KpecTbsiHe NOTEPS/IU TePNEHHUE U NPUHSANIUCD YCTpau-
BaTb Ha Hero o6nasbl, BOT OH W peLuun nepebpartbes cloaa.
OH 3pecb byner nakocTuTb, a Mbl 3a Hero oteeyarb. OH
NOTOM YWIET B Kakoe-HUbyab Apyroe Mecto, a KpecTbsiHe
BO3bMYT Aa W nognansat Hawu axXyHrnu. Heuero ckasatb,
XopoLu noeenutenb 31oT TBoM LLlep-XaH!

— MokeT, MHe Tak W nepepatb ero munoctu? Mon,
6naropapure, T0-Cé... — NpoOrHycasun Tabakwu.

— Bon! Cuto munyty BoH! OTnpasnsiica k ceoemy nose-
nutento! — He Bbiaep>xan Bonk-oteu. — JloBosbHO U Tex
MEP30CTEM, UTO Tbl YCNEN HATBOPHUTb 3TOM HOUbIO.

— O, KoHeuHo-KoHeuHo! Yrke yxoxKy, — TaBKHYn Taba-
ku. — [la Bort, KcTatu, U Bnagbika LLep-XaH: cabiwuTe ero
ronoc? Tak uTo 3psa A cTapasncs, nepefaBan BaM U3BECTUS
0 €ero npubbITUK.

Bonk-oteu npucnywancs. [encreutenbHo, us rybuHbl
oBpara, rge npoTtekan pyyew, LOHOCH/IUCb OTPbIBUCTbIE,
XpUNble 3BYKHU TUrpa, SIBHO pPa3oyapOBaHHOMO: MOXOXe,
OT Hero yckonb3aHyna gobbiya. Ero gaxke He cmywiano, uto
Tenepb 06 3TOM y3HAIOT BCE OXKYHI/N.

— Jla KTO >Ke HauyMHaeT HOYHYI OXOTY TaKUM LUy-
mMom? — Bo3MyTuncA Bonk-otey. — Heyxkenu oH gymaer,
YTO HALLM JIaHW MOXOXKMU Ha YKUPHbIX ObIKOB, KOTOPbIE NacyT-
cs B gonvHe BanHranrmu?

— W-w-w! Hert, 310 He Ha Bbika M He Ha NaHb OH ceM-
yac OXOTUTCSl, — TPEBOXHO npoLenTana Bonunua-matb, —
a Ha yenosekal



Bol TeM BpeMeHeM CMeHUNCS pblYaHUEM, OT KOTOPOro
KPOBb CTbl/1a B XKW/1aX, KOTOPbIM NPUBOAMUN B YXKac ApOBOCe-
KOB W LibIraH, €C/IU TEM C/y4aNoCb 3aHOYEBATb NOA, OTKPbITbIM
HeboM. ITOT 3BYK 3aCTaB/isiNl UX BCKaKuBaTb C Mecta U bpo-
caTtbCsl Kyfa rnasa msagat — nopow Aake B NacTb TUrpa.

— [a, Tak u ectb! Oxotutcs Ha yenosekal — ockanuncsa
Bonk-oteu. — Bor mep3asen! Mano emy nsarywek B 6ono-
Te. JTO »Ke Haf0: 3aKyCHTb YEJIOBEKOM, U NPUTOM Ha HalleM
3emne!

3aKOH IPKYHI/IeM He 3anpeLaeT HUYEro, KpoMe OXoTbl
Ha YeNoBeKa, 3a OAHUM-eAUHCTBEHHbIM UCKJIIOYEHHUEM.
Hanapatb Ha yenoBeka MOYKHO /iMLIb B TOM CJ/lyyae, eciiu
HY>XHO MoKa3aTb AEeTEHbIaM, KaK C/lefyeT OXOTUTbCH,
HO TOJIbKO B TOM MECTHOCTH, r4e OObIUHO OXOTUTCS NJIEMS.
B npoTtuBHOM criydae B OyKyHIISX NosBAstOTCS Oesbie oau
Ha C/IOHaX C PY>XbSIMM, & 3@ HUMU COTHU TEMHOKO>KHX C FOH-
ramMuM v pakenamu, U OT ITOro CTpajaloT NOroJIOBHO BCe
obutarenu. Camu ke 3BepH TOJIKYIOT MyApbId 3aKOH UHa-
ye. OHM roBopST, UTO YenoBek — cywecTeo cnaboe u bes-
3aLLMTHOE M HamajaTtb Ha TaKylo AWub yBarkaloliemy cebs
OXOTHWKY HenpununyHo. K ToMy ke obutatenu gyKyHrnem
CBSATO BEPSAT, YTO Y JIIOLOELOB BbINafaeT He TO/bKO LIepCTb,
HO W 3yObl.

Tem BpemeHeM BopyaHWe nNpubaMKanocb, HO BAPYT ero
CMEHWJ1 OIMNYLUMUTENIbHBIM PbIK, & BCAEA, 32 HUM NO LXKYHI/ISM
pa3HEcCcs OTYasiHHbIA BOM, COBCEM HE MOXOXKWW Ha MOLLHbIM
rofloc Turpa.

— [loxoxe, He noBe3no, — 3akaouuna Bonuwu-
ua-matb. — Y1o 6bl 370 MOMO 3HAUMTL?

Bonk-oTel, BbICyHY/ICS U3 MeLLepbl U BAPYT YC/biwan
ApocTHoe 3aBbiBaHUWe LLlep-XaHa, koTopbIi MeTancs roe-t1o
B ryLe KyCTapHHKa.



— TaMm, BHM3Y, LPOBOCEKH XKIYT KOCTEP — BWOHO, OH
NPbIFHYN CAYPY M OOXEr nanbl, — cKa3as, BEPHYBLUWUCb
B neuiepy, Bonk-otey. — WU ator nakoctHuk Tabaku Toxe
C HUM.

Bonuuua-matb BApYyr HACTOPOXKKUNAC U TPEBOXKHO CKa-
3ana:

— Kro-To nogHUMaeTcs Ha XonM: Hago Hbl NOCMOTPETD.

M3 KycTapHWKa nocnbilWaaucb WOPOxXH, U Bonk-
oTel, Npynan Ha 3aAHWe Nanbl, U3rFOTOBMUBLUUCDH K NPbIXKKY,
HO NPbIFHYN KaK-TO CTPAHHO: C/IOBHO MCMYraBLUMCb, NOACKO-
UMM BBEPX U MPU3EM/IUIICS HA TOM >Ke MecTe, 0becKyparkeH-
HO npobopmMoTas:

— Yenosek! Tam yenoBeyeckur OETEHDILL...

MNpamo HanpoTtue Bonka crosn, gep>kacb 3a BETKY, TEM-
HOKO>KHI pebEHOK, ABHO efiBa HayuMBLUMMCA XOauTb. B cne-
Jylolee MrHOBEHWe COBEPLLEHHO rOJbIM MasioTKa 3acMme-
ANCSA U HanpaBU/CA NPSMO K HeMy.

— 370 AeTéHbiw Yyenoseka? — yaueunacb Bonunua. —
Bot oH kakowm! A HUKorpa elle He BUAena yesioBevYecKux
netéHbiwek. [MpuHecu-Ka ero ciopa.

Bosik npuBbIK NEPeHOCHTb B NaCTW CBOMX BOHAT, MOT Obl
U ANWLo 3ybaMu B3siTb, HE pa3faB1B, MOITOMY €ro YesloCTH,
NNOTHO 06XxBaTUB pebEHKa, HE NMPUUUHUIK EMY HUKAKOro
Bpena. Bosk npuHéc pebéHka B newepy 1 NoNONKKA PSLOM
CO CBOMMM BONYaATaMHU.

— Kakol oH ManeHbKuit 1 coBceM rosibii, 6e3 wepctu!
A cmenbiv kakor! — 3acmesanacb Bonuuua, koroa manbiw
pactosikan Bonuart u gobpanca go eé ténnoro 6oka. —
Cwmotpu! OH ronogHbiv, Kak HacToOALWMHA BONYOHOK. b
Kak npucocancs! Eaga nu eweé HauaeTcs Bonymua, KoTo-
pas Morna 6bl noxsactaTtb, YTO KOPMH/a CBOUM MOJIOKOM
yenosekal

— Her, Takoe 6blBano: MHe Kak-TO NPUXOAMIOCH Clibl-
WaTb, — HO TONbKO 3TO ObINIO JABHO U He B HalleK cTae, —
Bo3pa3un Bonk-oteu. — Bepab noau >k Tbl, coBcem Ge3
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LLIEPCTH; CTOMNIO MHE Nanor MaxHyTb — W BCE, a OH He 6o-
WTCS, CMOTPUT NPAMO B 1a3a fa eweé ynbibaercs!

Baopyr nyHHbIW cBeT, NPOHUKABLUWWA B MeLepy, cpasy
noMepK, U OFPOMHas KBagpaTHas rososa 3aropogunia ot-
BepcTue. LLInpokue nneun He No3BoONANU TUTPY NPONE3Tb
BHYTPb, MO3TOMY OH 3apblyaJl, M3-3a CMUHbI €ro TYT XXe pas-
Aancs npoTUBHbIM Nan Tabakwu:

— Mo# rocnoguH! A Bupgen, oH cnpstancs UMeHHO
ciona. Bugen cobcreeHHbiMU rnasamu!

— LUlep-XaH nMyHO Hac nocetun? ITO BesIMKas
yecTb, — CTapascCb He Bbl4aTb rHEBA, CNOKOMHO NPOroBoO-
pun Bonk-otey. — Yrto npueeno Kk Ham Bnagbiky?

— Mos nobbiual BepHute moto gobbiuy! — npopbiyan
LLlep-XaH. — Bbl cnpstanu yenoBeueckoro aeteHbiwal Po-
AUTENU ero Bpocunu 1 ybexxanu, Tak uto oH MoM!

Kak v npegnonaran rnaea Bonybero cemencrsa, Lep-
XaH yroaun B KOCTEP A4 POBOCEKOB, OCTAHOBMBLLMXCS Ha HOY-
Ner, U CUNbHO OBXKEr nanbl. ITO NPUBENO ero B APOCTb. Bon-
KM, OIHaKO, HE OYEHb-TO UCNYraJIuCb, NOCKOJIbKY 3HAJH, YTO
3BEPb HE CMOXXET NPOTUCHYTLCS CKBO3b Y3KOE OTBEepCTUE
B Neliepy — pasBe 4To MOpPAOH U NepegHUMU Jlanamu.
LLlep-XaHy He yaactcs goTaHyTbCA [0 pebéHKa B NoboM
CNnyyae — CKopee 3aCTpsiHeT.

— Bonku — ceobopgHble obutatenu mxkyHren! — pes-
Ko Bo3pa3un Bonk-otey. — M noBUHyOTCA NULLb BOXKaKy
cBoew cTau. UM HeT HUKakoro fena o nosiocatbix BOPOB,
TackaloLwux Tenar. YenoeeueckM OeTEHbIW Hall U He A0-
CTaHeTcs HUKoMy gpyromy! Ham pelatb, 4to ¢ HUM genatb.

— [Jla uto Bbl 0 cebe BozomHunu! [lonro a ewge Gyay
Topuartb y Ballen cobauber HOpbl U aaTb, NOKa MHE Bep-
HYT 3aKOHHYl0 A06biuy? 3abbiniv, kTo nepeg Bamu? Cam
nosenutens Lep-XaH!

MNewepy ornacun p€s pacCBUPENEBLLEro TUrpa, HO 3TO
HUKOro He ucnyrano. Bonuuua peskum gBuUKeHUEM CTPSIX-
Hyna ¢ cebsa aeTéHbien u beccTpallHO NPbIrHyIa K BXO4Y
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B newiepy. E€ rnasa BcnbixHynU 3eN1€HbIM NaMeHeM rHeBa
W CMeNo BCTPETUU cBepKatowmi B3rnag LLep-XaHa.

— A Tbl 3Haellb, XPOMOHOIrMK ybuiLa, KTo nepep 10-
601? A Pakwwa — 6eccTpaluHbiii EMOH, W S NOBTOPAIO: Yeso-
BeUYecKui aetéHbiw Moi! A He nam ero youtb. OH Byaert >kutb
M pacTu BMecTe CO CTaeM, a Korga NoB3pPOC/IEET, C HEW XKe
CTaHeT OXOTUTbCS. A Tbl, BECCTPALLHbIA OXOTHUK Ha JoMalll-
HWUW CKOT U MasieHbKWMX Be33allUTHbIX AeTer, noXuparesb
NArywek v pbiboep, 3anoMHU: HacTaHeT yac, Korga 3ToT ca-
MbIM AeTéHbIW NPUAET U yObET Tebs! Tenepb e ybupaiics,
[la NOTOPOMNUCb, a He TO, K/SIHYCb OJIEHEM, KOTOPOro youna
(s Beib HE €M LOXNIATUHY, KaK Tbl), Kak Obl Tebe He 3axpomMartb
W Ha ocTasibHble nanbl. BoH otcioga, nanéHas koiuka!

Bonk-otey, ¢ yoMBneHMeM CMOTPEN Ha CBOKO NOAPYry,
ycnes no3abbITb TOT AeHb, Koraa fobbin eé cebe, Bbiaep>kas
CXBATKy C NATblO copoAuyamu. He 3psa e€ B cTae HasbiBa-
nv Pakwen, To ecTb IeMOHOM: OHa Bcerga onpasnpliBana
ato npo3ssuie. U LLlep-XaH, kotopbiit 6e3 ctpaxa cMoTpen
B rMa3a Bonky-oTuy, He Mor Bblaep>KaTb OrHEHHOMO B3rNif4a
Bonuuubi-matepu. K ToMy ke OH XOpOLIO NMOHUMaJ, YTO BCe
npeumyLLLecTBa Ha cTopoHe Bonuuupl, ecnu oHa B3gymaer
3aBa3aTb CMePTHbIK BOM, NO3TOMY NOCNELLWsT OTOMTH OT BXO-
[a, Npopblyas:

— Kaxpas cobaka orpbizaercs y cebs B Hope. [ocMo-
TPUM, UTO CKaXKeT CTasl, KOrga Y3HaeT, KOro Bbl MPUrpenu.
LleTéHbIw MOW, U eMy OfMH NyTb — KO MHe B nacTb. [loMHHUTe
3T0, cepble!

Bonqnua-MaTb onycTu/iacb Ha CBOE MeCTO BO3/e fJeTe-
HbilleMl, NopblkMBas B HerogoBaHWW, a Bonk-otel
CEPbEIHO 3aMeTHN:

— Lllep-XaH Ha cew pas npaB: AeTéHbIWwa NPUAETCS No-
KasaTtb cTae. A Tbl UTO, HaJlymana fiep>katb ero npu cebe?
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— W Hukak vHaue! — 3asBuna Bonuvua. — OH npu-
WEN K HaM HOYblO, OAMH, FONOAHbIN, U He nobosancs! Cmo-
TPH, KaK OH Xpabpo MoABHHY/ BOMYOHKA U 3aHSAN €ro me-
cto! A 3TOT XPOMOM MACHUK XOTeN ero coxpatb, 3aTem Aatb
TAry, @ Ham npuwnocb 6bl pacnnaumsartbes. Jaxke He ay-
MaK, uTo A ero oTnyuly ot cebs. CMOTpH, Kak Bopoyaert-
cs narywoHok! Bot v npugymana, kak ctaHeM ero 3BaTtb:
Mayrnu-narywkoi. MNpuper sBpems, U Tbl, Mabill, CTaHELb
oxotutbes Ha Lllep-XaHa, kak oH oxoTuncs Ha Tebs.

— A 4TO CKaXKeT Ha 3TO cTas? — TAXKENO B3[OXHYN
Bonk-oreu.

3aKOH [IXKYHIIEW N1AaCHT, YTO BCAKWMM NOAPOCLUMH BOJIK,
Koraa HaxoauT cebe noapyry, MOXeT OCTaBUTb CTalo, HO [10
TOro, KaK AETéHbIlW HauMHaloT BeraTtb, UX caeayeT npe-
CTaBUTb Ha COBET CTaM, YTOObl ApPYyrue BOSKU C HUMH NO-
3HaKOMMJIUCb U CTasiM Npu3HaBaTb. Takon coseT cobupari-
cA OObIKHOBEHHO pa3 B MECHL, B JIYHHYIO HOYb, U nocne
oCMOTpa CTau Mosiofible BoaYata Moru ceobogHo beratb
roe B3pgymaetca. Ho no tex nop, noka MM He ygacrtcs ca-
MOCTOSITE/IbHO NMOMMaTb CBOIO NEPBYIO A0ObIYY, BOJIKY, KO-
TOPbIM YOU Obl TAKOrO BOIUOHKA, HE MOXKET ObITb HUKaKO-
ro onpaepgaHus. HakasaHue 3a aTo O AHO — CMepTb, €C/H
TONbKO YAACTCA OTbICKaTb youiLy. MHaue v BbiTb HE MOXKET.

Bonk-otey goxkpgancs, Kkorga Bosiyata ctajiv yBepeH-
HO [epyKaTbCs Ha nanax M HeMHoro beratb, U B OAHY
U3 HOYeM, B MOJIHOJIYHWE, MOBEN UX Ha COBET CTau BMeCTe
¢ Mayrmu n Bonuunuen. Cras cobupanacb Ha ckane Cose-
Ta — BO3BbILUEHHOCTU CPeAU BayHOB, rae Morio ceobos-
HO YKPbITbCSl OT NOCTOPOHHUX B3MNAA0B 4O COTHWU BOJIKOB.
Akena, 60/1bLLION cepbll BOJIK-OAUHOUKA, Dbl BOXKaKoM
W 3aHWMaN OThe/IbHbIM KaMeHb, BbITSHYBLUWCb BO BCIO OJ/U-
Hy. Bce octanbHble BOJIKW — OT MOJIOAHSIKA A0 OMbITHbIX
MaTEpbIX BOJIKOB, KaXKAblH U3 KOTOPbIX MOT Obl IErKO B3Ba-
JIUTb Ha CMUHY U YHECTU ONEHS,, — PACMOJIOXKHUIJIUCb HUXKeE.
Akena bnaropaps cBoen cusie U MyapocTu bbin beccmeH-
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HbIM MPEABOOMUTENIEM CTaH Y>Ke Ha MPOTAXKEHUU HECKOJIb-
KMX net. B Monogoctu oH gBakapl nonanan B KankaH, OauH
pa3 ero u3bunu Jo NoNyCMEPTH U OCTaBWIU YMUPaATb, TaK
uToO €My Niyulle, 4eM KoMy 6bl TO HU BblIO ApyroMy B cTae,
OblNW M3BECTHbI HPaBbl U 0bbluau Noaen. Monoapix Bos-
yaT, KOTOPbIX NPUBENU AN OCMOTPA, MOMECTHU/IU B LIEHTP
Kpyra, psaoMm c poguTtenamu. Bpems ot BpeMeHU K HUM
Noaxoaus TO OJMH BOJIK, TO APYroW: NpucMaTpuBascs, ob-
HIOXMBaJl UX U BO3BpaLlanca Ha cBo€ Mmecto. OcTasibHble
MOYanu, 4tTobbl He MelaTb NPOU3BOAUTL OCMOTP. Bpeme-
HaMMW TO OgHa Mamalla, To Apyras noartajikMana KOTOpPO-
ro-nMbo u3 fetéHbiwen Tyaa, rae noceernee, 4Tobbl noa-
XOAMBLLWE B3POC/Ible BOJIKU MOI/IM NOJYyYLlE €ro PacCMoT-
peTb.

Cpenu Top>KeCTBEHHOM TULLIMHbI BPeMSl OT BPEMEHHU pas-
JaBaJsicsl ro/1oC BoX<aKa CTau:

— Bbl 3HaeTe 3akoH, Bonku! 3Haete 3aKoH, TaK yYTo
CMOTpPHUTE XOpPOoLUEHbKO!

B yHWCOH C HMM BOpuYanu U MaMallM1, 03aboyeHHble
CynbOOM OTNPbICKOB:

— [la, cMOTpu1TE XOPOLLUEHbKO, BOJIKH, CMOTPUTE BHU-
maTtenbHee!

Hdowna ouepenpb v go Mayrnu. Bonumuya-matb owetu-
HWNacb, korga Bonk-otel BbITONKHYN Manblwa Ha NyHHbIM
CBeT, HO pebEHOK ycenca W npuHsancs 6e33aboTHO Urpatb
OnecTaWwmMMU KaMeLlKaMH.

Akena no-npexkHeMy nexxan Ha CBOEM KaMHe, BbITSHYB
MOPAY MeXAy Nanamu, H4 Ha KOro He msaas, U TONIbKO Npo-
TAYKHO BbIBOAMN:

— Bbi 3Haete 3akon! OcmarpuBaiiTte BHUMaTenbHee!

Baopyr us-3a kaMHeM, orpa>kaasLLuMx MecTo COBETa, pas-
[aNncs CoaB/ieHHbIW PEB:

— JTOT Ye/IOBEUYECKUHN AETEHDbIW NPUHALJIEXKUT MHE.
Kakoe neno ceobogHoMy nneMeHu BOJIKOB [0 yesioBeye-
ckoro otpoaps?!



Bce y3Hanu ronoc LLep-XaHa, a y Akenbl gaxke ywu
He LPOrHY/IM, OH NO-NPEXXHEeMY NPOTAXHO BbIBOAWJT CBOE:

— Cwmortpute xopowo, Bonku! Bbl 3Haete 3akoH! Ceo-
6OAHOMY M/IEMEHU He Pe3OH cnylaTb TeX, KTO K HeMy
He npuHapnexxut! CMoTpute BHUMATENbHO!

Baopyr U3 3agHuUX pagoB pasfanocb MHOMOrol0Ccoe Bop-
YyaHWe, U OLWUH U3 MOJIOLbIX BOJIKOB-TPEXIETOK BbINPbITHY/
n3-3a cnuHbl LLlep-XaHa Ha cepegMHy U OCTaHOBWJICA Ha-
npotue Akenbi:

— Ho kakoe geno ceobogHOMY NieMeHH O Yenoseye-
CKOro oTpoabsi? 3aKOH A)KYHITIEM [NaCHUT: eC/Iu BO3HUKHET
CNop OTHOCHTENIbHO TOTO, MPUHSATb JIU UK HE NPUHATbL KO-
ro-To U3 AeTEHbILEN B CTalo, TO 3a HEro A0J/I>KHbI BCTYMWUTb-
€A No KparWHen Mepe ABOe U3 MPUCYTCTBYIOLLMX, UCKloYas
poguTeneu.

Bapyr B HacTynuBLUEN TULIMHE pa3pancsa ronoc, Yyxx-
OblM cTae, NpUHaANeXKaBLWWH €OUHCTBEHHOMY >XUTENO
LPKYHITIEH, KOTOPOMY pa3peLlanocb roBOpUTb Ha COBeTe.
370 6bIn Bany, BEUHO COHHbIM AOBPOAYLHbIM BypbIM Mef-
Belb, KOTOPbIM 0Byyas MONOAbIX BONYAT 3aKOHY [XKYyHIIEN.
MockonbKy OH NUTAETCA TONbKO OPEeXaMu, KOPHSIMU fa ME-
LOM OUKKX NUEN, HUKTO He NPENSTCTBOBAJ €ro nepeapuxxe-
HWUAM, U OH NMPUCYTCTBOBA/1 Ha COBETax.

— Jla uto OH Bam pancs-to? Kakok Ham Bpef OT yeno-
BEUYECKOro feTéHbiwa? A He MacTep roBOpWTb, HO 3a HEro
3amoriesio crioBeuko. [yctb cebe beraer BMecTe ¢ Apyrumy,
a s BO3bMYCb YUYWTb €ro.

— Hy>keH ewe oauH ronoc, — nposo3rnacun Ake-
na. — bany, yuutenb Hawmx QeTEHbIWEN, BbICKa3ascs 3a.
Kto eLié roto roeoputb?

Torpa B ueHTp Kpyra, 06pa3oBaHHOro BosKkamu, beciuym-
HO NPOCKOJIb3HYNA [I/IMHHasA YEpHas TeHb. JT1o bbina barupa,
yépHas KaK yrosb naHTepa c 3aMeTHbIM B JIYHHOM CBeTe NAT-
HWUCTbIM OT/IMBOM, CBOMCTBEHHbIM 3TWUM Nleonapaam. Besakui
obwuTaresnb OXKyHrnen 3Han barupy, HO HU y KOro He BO3HM-
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KaJlo >KeNaHWsl BCTPETUTbCA C HeW rae-HUbyab Ha Y3KOM Tpo-
nuHke. barupa 6bina cronb e xutpa, Kak Tabaku, cuibHa,
KaK OynBon, u beccrpalliHa, Kak paHeHblH C/IOH.

— O, Akena, v Bbl, cBOHOAHbIE BOJIKM, — FOJIOCOM
cnawe Mépa AMKUX nuYén npomypsbikana baruwpa, — 1,
KOHEYHO, He MMelo NMpaBa roOBOPUTb Ha BalleM COBETE,
HO MHEe U3BECTHO, UTO MO 3aKOHY O KYHI/IeM MOXKHO Bbl-
KYNWUTb XKM3Hb AETEHbILWA, NO NOBOAY KOTOPOro BO3HUKAET
cnop. Tak rnacut 3aKoH, HO KTO MOXET UJIM HE MOXKET BHe-
CTH BbIKyN, B HEM He roBopuTCcsa. S npaBUNAbHO M3narato,
cBOOOIHbIE BONKU?

— [lpaBunbHo! MNpaBunbHo! — paspanncb MHOrouMuc-
JIeHHble ro/loca MONOAbIX, BEYHO FOJIOAHbIX BOJIKOB, KOTO-
pble NPAMO pacTas/u, ycbiwae npo Bbikyn. — CnylwawTe,
cnywante barupy! [letéHbiia MOXHO NPUHATL 3a Bbikyn!
3aKoH Ha 3TOT CYET rOBOPUT COBEPLLEHHO ACHO!

— 3Has, UTo He UMelo NpaBa YTpPy»KAaTb Balle BHUMaA-
HWe, CBODOOAHbIE BOJIKM, i yMOJIKALO.

— loBopu, barupa, npoponxan, — pasganocb
He MeHbLUe ABYX AECATKOB ro/sI0COB.

— Yro 3, xopoLio, 5 6yay B TaKOM C/lyyae roBOp1Tb, —
MWJIOCTUBO NpOM3Hecsa YépHasa naHtepa. — Cornacurecs,
4TO YOUTb rosioro Ges33almUTHOro AETEHbIWA HEe AeNaeT HU-
KoMy uectu. K ToMmy ke He 3abyapTe: Korga nofpacrér, oH
MOXET CTaTb BaM o4eHb nonesHbiM. bany ckasan 3a Hero
CBOE C/IOBO, Hy a 51 XOouy NpenJsioXK1Tb BaM 3a HEro BMe-
CTO cnoBa uenoro 6bika, NPUTOM NPEXUPHOrO, YTO NACETCS
Henopanéky. S otaam ero BaM, eC/i COracuTecb cornac-
HO 3aKOHY AXKYHI/IEW MPUHATb YENOBEYECKOrO AETEHbIWA
B CBOIO cTato. Hy Kak, cornacHbl UK, MOXET, eCTb eLLé Ka-
KWe-TO 3aTpyaHeHuA?

B oTtBeT paspancs HECTPOMHBIW Fyn rosloCcoB:

— 3a uem geno crano? [osonbHo yxe obcyxaarb!
MycTtb >kuBeT! C HacTynneHuemM JOXOEW Mbl OTAenaemcs
OT HEero: OH caM NMOrMbHET — WM OT XOJI0AA, UK OT XKapbl.
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CrouT NK TaK BOJIHOBATbCS M3-3a KAKOM-TO FOJION NSAryLwKu!
LlaBaiTe npumem ero nockopee B Hally CTato, U &0 C KOH-
uom! Ine 6bik, Barupa? [la npuHumaem ero, npuHUMaem!

Becb 3TOT HECTPOMHBIM XOP rONOAHbIX BOSIKOB MNOKPbIN
MPOTSXKHbIW, CNOKOMHbIW, MOIy4MH ronoc Akenbi:

— CwmortpuTe xopolueHbKo, Bosiku! Bbl 3HaeTe 3akoH!

A Mayrnu mex TeM NpoposiKan Urpatb C KaMelKaMu,
He obpalas HA Manenlero BHUMaHUs Ha NOAXOAMBLUMX
BOJIKOB, KOTOPblE €ro ocMaTpuBasiM U obHioxueanu. Ha-
KOHeL, BCe BOJIKW Mano-nomasny CnycTuuCb C Xonma B LO-
NWHY, Kyaa naHtepa npuHecna 6bika. Ha ckane ocranucb
Tonbko Akena, bany, barupa v Bonku, npuiotuewire Mayr-
nn. HouHyto TMWKHY pa3pbiBan nuwb pes LLlep-XaHa, Bcé
Bblpa’kaBLUEro CBOE HeA0BO/bCTBO.

— Pesu ckonbko B3pymaercs, — npobopmortana cebe
nof Hoc barupa. — lMpUAET AeHb, U 3TO ManeHbKoe rosioe
CyLLLeCTBO 3acTaBuT Tebs peseTb no-Hactosiemy. Tak u Oy-
LleT, YBEPEH], @ €C/IK HET — 3HauMT, 9 He 3Halo Nojen.

— Mo noctynunu mygpo, — nporoesopun Akena. —
Jlloan v ux petu ymHbl U coobpasutenbHbl. Co BpemeHeM
3TOT NPUEMDILL MOXET HaM OYeHb NPUrOAWUTLCS.

— O, HecoMHeHHo! Pa3zse MO>HO ObITb YBEpPEHHbIM,
YTO NPeABOLMTENb CTaW HaBCerfa OCTAHETCS MPEXHUM, —
MHOro3HauuTenbHo 3ameTtuna barupa.

Akena npegnoyén NPoMrHopMUpPoOBaTb C/I0Ba NaHTEPbl —
NULLb MOHYPHICS, NOAYMaB, YTO A8 KaXKLOro BoyKaKa CTau
HacTynaeT yac, Korga eMy HauuMHaloT U3MEHSTb Kpenkue
HOMM U OCTpble 3ybbl, KOrga cuia NOCTeneHHO OCTaBseT
MOLLHOE TeNo, NOKa B OAWH HECYACTHbIM JeHb HEe KMHYTCS
Ha Hero, oA pPsAX/IeBLUEro, MOJIOAbIE BOJIKU U HE 3arpbi3yT,
4yTOBbl BMECTO HEro BbiOpaTb HOBOrO BOXKaka, KOTOPOro
CO BpEMEHEM MOCTUIHET Ta e ydyacTb.

— [Mpumu ero k cebe, — ckasan Akena Bonky-ort-
Ly, — ¥ BOCMMWTaM TaK, KaK nosaraercs BoJikaMm cBo6oaHoro
NAeMeHH.
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Tak Mayrnu 6narogaps cnosy measens bany v Bbikyny,
npepnokeHHomy barnpok, caenancs nonHonpaeHbIM Yne-
HOM BoNYber cTau Ha CeOHUHCKUX XONMax.

IV

M bl MOXXEM TOJIbKO JOrafblBatbCs, Kak >xun Mayrnu cpe-
[V BOJIKOB NepBble AeCATb-OAWHHAALATb JIET, U MOT-
v 6bl HanucaTtb 06 3ToM He opHy KHury. Ero 6parbs-son-
yaTa CTa/iv B3pOC/IbIMU BOJIKAMH, B TO Bpems Korga Mayru
ocrtaBasica pebénkom. Bonk-otel, yunn ero Bcemy, uto gon-
YKEH 3HaTb NpeAcTaBUTE/lb CBOOOAHOMO MJIEMEHU, U CKOPO
Mayrnu ctan noHMMaTb COKPOBEHHbIM CMbIC/T BCErO, YTO
npoucxoamno B OXyHrax. Ero cnyx ynaenuean tenepb
[lake camble TUXHUEe 3BYKM: LLOPOX TPasbl, fieryamiiee gy-
HOBEHWe TENJIOro HOYHOrO BETPA; OH NMOHMMan JaXke efga
OLLYTUMble OTTEHKMU B KPUKE HOUYHOMW NTULbI; C/bilan npu-
KOCHOBEHHWE KOITS JIeTy4el MbIlK K KOpe AepeBa U Nieck
pbibbl B peke. Bce 3T HouHble 3ByKH Obinu eMy oueHb no-
HATHbI TENepb U ACHbI.

Korga Mayrnu He yuuncs yemy-Hubynb, TO passasiu-
BaJICA Ha COJIHLE W 3acbinas, Nnpocbinancs, en u 3acbinan
OnATb; KOrga YyBCTBOBA KaXkAy W/ U3HbIBAN OT »Kapbl,
CnycKasicsl K IECHOMY 03€epy W Kynasicsi; Korga eMy XoTenoch
ména (bany rosopun, 4To MEL AUKUX MUEN U OPEXHU HUUYTb
He Xy>Xe CbIpOro msca, KOTopoe efsT BOJIKK), Kapabkancs
Ha BbICOKMWe CTBOJIbI, Kak Hayuuna barupa. boiBano, ynsxker-
cs roe-HWByab B BeTBAX M KpuKHeT Mayrnu: «[logHumarics
Ko MHe, ManeHbkui bpatel», — U OH NepBoe BPeMs C Tpy-
[OM, KaK MOJIOOOMW HEYKJIIOXKUH Me[BEXXOHOK, MefJIEHHO
Kapabkancs BBepX, HO CKOPO Hayuyu/iCsi CTPEsIoN B3feTarb
[ake Ha BbICOKMUE fepeBbs He Xy>ke obe3bsH. Y Hero yxe
6b110 cBOE MecTo Ha ckane Cosera, W, nocewas 3TM co-
BGpaHus, oH OTKpbIN B cebe 0HO 3ameyaTesibHOe CBOWCTBO.
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Crounno eMy KOMy-TO NOCMOTPETb B ra3a — XOTs Obl gaxe
CaMOMy CWJIbBHOMY BOJIKY, — Kak TOT, He BblAep>KaB ero
B3msga, pobko otBopauusancsa. Mayrnu He pas nosbso-
BaJICsi 3TUM CBOWMM CBOWCTBOM, €C/IU XOTeN Haf, KeM-HWOy b
NoLYTHTb. YacTeHbKO eMy NPpUXOAHIOCH BbIHUMATb 3aHO3bI
U3 /lan CBOMWX [py3eH, KOTOPble NOCTOSAHHO CTPaAasiu OT UM
W LUMNOB.

MHorga Houblo OH crycKascs € rop, AOXOAWN OO TOro
MecTa, rfie HauMHa/IMCb BO3AeNaHHble 3eMJIH, U C YOUB/e-
HUEM CMOTpesn Ha nogen B ux xunvwax. Crpax v Hepo-
BEpHe K HUM uyBcTBOBas Mayrnu c Toro MomMeHTa, Korga
Barvpa nokasana emy KankaH, Tak MCKYCHO CKPbITbIN cpeau
neca, 4To OH 4yTb ObIIO He nonan B Hero. [aHTepa 0Ob-
ACHUNA TOrAA, YTO 3Ta JIOBYLUKA YCTpOeHa A8 cBOOOAHbIX
obuTatenen oyKyHrnen.

Bonble Bcero emy Hpaeunocb 6pogutb ¢ barnpon
B HEMPOXOAMUMbIX Aebpsx, rae Teno U Cbipo, cnatb y Heé
Ha BOKY TyMaHHbIMWU JHAMM, a HOUblO HabnoaaTb 3a eé
oxoton. barupa, korga 6biBana ronogHa, ybusana 6e3 pas-
6opy Hanpaso v Haneso. E€ npumepy nogparkan u Mayrnu
[0 Tex nop, noka He nogpoc. Torga barvpa obbsicHuna:

— B mKyHMmisX Tbl MOXeLlb OXOTUTbCS Ha KOro YrogHo,
HO M3 YBaXKEHHUS K NaMATH OblKa, KOTOPbIW CTasl TBOUM Bbl-
KYNoM, Tbl HE [JO/I)KeH HWU YyOUBaTb, HW €CTb AOMALLUHWIA CKOT.
Jtoro TpebyeT 3aKOH XKYHMIEN.

N Mayrnu HuKorga ero He HapyLlan.

ManbumK pocC M CTAHOBU/ICS TaKUM KPEMKHUM W CHJIbHbIM,
KaK HW OJIMH U3 €ro POBECHUKOB, >KMBLUUX CPeau NOAewn.
[a v HeyauBUTENbHO: €IMHCTBEHHOW ero 3aboTow Oblsio
no6bITh cebe nuuy.

Matb-BONuMua npepynpekaana ero, Ytobbl ocobeH-
HO OCTOPOXHO oTHOocuca K LLiep-XaHy, HO B TO e Bpemsi
yBeps/ia, Uto NPUAET AeHb, KOrAa OH CTaHET CU/IbHEE THUrpa
1 yObeéT ero. MonoaoMy BonKy 6b110 Obl OCTATOUHO CKa3aTb
O[IMH pa3, W 3TO NPOYHO 3acesio bbl B ero rosiose, Ho Maymu
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ocTaBasiCsl elé PeOEHKOM, NOTOMY HET HUYErO YAUBHUTE/IbHO-
ro, UTO OYeHb CKOPO 3a0bl1 NpeaynpeXKaeHUe MaTepH.

LLlep-XaH >xe, HanpoTuB, B NociefHee BPeMs CTan ro-
pas3fo valle nocewatb MeCTa, e >Kujla U OXOTUIACh CTas
¢ CeoHuiickux xonmos. [leno B Tom, uto Akena o4yeHb Co-
CTapH/ICA M U30 OHA B ieHb CTaHOBMJICA BCE cnabee. [Monb-
3ySICb 3TUM, XPOMOHOIUK TUrP NPUOBPEN Kyuy Apy3en cpe-
W1 MOJIOAbIX BONIKOB, KOTOPbIE LLE/IOW CTaeW XOOU/U 3@ HUM,
NUTasCb OCTaHKaMM OObITbIX UM XUBOTHbIX. Byab y Ake-
Nbl NPEXKHSAA CUNa, OH cymen Obl Haka3aTb CBOMX BOJIKOB
3a Takyto HU30cTb. LLlep-XaH nocTosiHHO HacTpauWBaa HOBbIX
LpYy3€el NpOTUB CTapOro BOXKaKa, BbipaXkas yauB/IeHWe, Kak
Takue Mosiofible U yJasible OXOTHUKK NO3BOJIAIOT, UTODObI UX
BO>KaKoM Obl1 NONY>KUBOM BOJIK, Y KOTOPOTrO B NI0BUMLAxX
Yye/loBeYEeCKUM [ETEHDILL.

«MHe parke pacckasbiBanu, — rosopun LLlep-XaH, —
OyaTo Ha cobpaHuax coBeTa Bbl HE OCME/IMBAETECh NOAHATb
Ha Hero B3rnagy.

OT TaKMX CNIOB MOIOAbIE BONIKU 3/1I00HO OLLLETUHWBAIUCD
U BOpYasH.

Bce a1 cBeienuns cobpana barupa, ot ywen v rnas Ko-
TOPOW HE MOI/I0 HAUTO YKPbITbCS, U ABaXKAbl Npefynpenu-
na Mayrnum, uto LLlep-XaH noacreperaet ero, HamepeBasicb
ybuTb, HO TOT B OTBET TONbKO cMmessncs: «[la Beab y MeHs
3a CNUHOM Lenas cTas, aa ewe Tol U bany. XoTb OH U neHus,
HO Belb He NnoXkaneeT paju MeHs OQHOro-AByX B3MaxoB
csoen nanbi? Yero xe MHe 6oaTbcsa?»

B oguH 13 xapkux gHen barvpa nonyyuna HoBoe uU3-
BecThe o nnaHax Llep-XaHa. TpyaHo ckasatb Kak, HO, Be-
posiTHee Bcero, rae-To nogcnywan aukobpas Ukku m co-
obwmn en. U sot, korga Mayrnu otabixan B rnybuHe yatiu,
MOJIOXKWMB rOJIOBY Ha POCKOLLUHYIO MSrkyto WKypy bBarupbi,
naHTepa S1aCKkoBO NMPOroBopuna:

— TMocnywaw, 6Gpateu, CKOMbKO pa3 yXe A rosopuna
Tebe, uto LLlep-XaH — TBOM cambii onacHbll Bpar?
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