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VIMIIEPATPHIIA EKATEPMHA I
1725-1727 TOLBI

PYCCKI/Ie B y:KacHOe BpeMs JKEeCTOKOIl IIOTepu CBOei
WMeJIM TIOJTHOEe MPABO OXKUAATH yTemreHuit or Exare-
punbl. OHa 00bsBIeHa OblIa HacJaeHUIel ITpecToia B ca-
MBIl IeHb KOHUMHBI CYIpyra Mo 00IIeMy COTJIaCui0 Besb-
MOk U Hapoza. OmHaKo HeJIb3s He CKasaTh, UTO ycepauee
BCeX JeMCTBOBAJ B 3TOM BaiKHOM JeJjie KHa3b MeHIIUKOB.
Nmesa MHOTO ciiyuyaeB ObITH IOJE3HBIM EKaTepuHe elé
B IIePBbIE TOOBI KU3HU €€ B Poccuu m MCOBITAB B ITOJTHON
Mepe O6J1aromapHble UyBCTBA rocyAapblHu, MeHITNKOB yBe-
peH OBLI, UTO B ITaPCTBOBAHUE €€ OH Oy/eT HACIaKIAThCS
COBEPINIeHHOH BJACTHIO, KOTOpas JAaBHO y:Ke cleJaiach
TIaBHBIM JKeJIAaHKEeM ero 4ecToJiiobuBoro cepama. Crapa-
HUSA ero O BO3BEIeHWM Ha IPECTOJI CBOEH IMOKPOBUTENIb-
HUIBI TeM 0oJiee MMEJIN yCIIeX, YTO He OH OAUH OBbLI mpe-
IaH no0poii rocymapbliHe: MPeKpacHble KauecTBa Iy eé
MOCTABUJIN el OecurcieHHOe MHOMKECTBO IIPUBEPIKEHIIEB.
CuibHas CTOPOHA He MOIVIA He HOo0eqUTh IPUBEPIKEHIIEB
IeBATUJIETHETO BEJIMKOTO KHA3s IleTpa, cblla HeCYacTHO-
ro rapesuya Asekces IlerpoBuua, XOTsI KaK POAHON BHYK
MIOKOMHOr0 MMIIepaTopa OH MMeJ IOJIHOe IPaBo Ha pyc-
CKy10 KopoHy. Ho mmo JeTcKkum jeTaM CBOMM OH He MOT caM
YIPaBIATh TOCyZapcTBOM. MTaK, 3alllUTHUKU €ro CKOPO
COIVIACUJINCh BPYYUTh HMIIEPATOPCKYIO BJIACTH O0OIIei
JIIO0MMHUIE, TeM Gojiee UTO OHa obellaia CYUTATL BEJIHNKO-
IO KHS35 CBOMM HACJIEIHUKOM U 00pasoBaTh B HEM rocy-
Iaps, JOCTOMHOTO mMeHU U KpoBu Ilerpa 1.
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ITpuBep:xennsr Exarepunsl He omubINCh B CBOUX
OKMIAaHUAX: HOBOE IIapCTBOBaHMEe OBIJIO JOCTOMHO HAa-
caempuaunbl Ilerpa. OHa ¢ TaKOWl TOYHOCTHIO CTapajiach
HWCHOJIHATH BCE U3BECTHLIE el HaMepeHUs CyIpyra cBoe-
ro, ¢ TAKMM yCIIEXOM yMeJia JOBepIIaTh HauaToe UM, YTO
KOHEI[ 5TOr0 KPATKOBPEMEHHOTO I[apCTBOBAHUS, IIPO-
IOJIXKABIIIerocsa He 0ojiee IBYX JIeT, ObIJI HOBOI rOpecThio
nna Poccuu. Bel pasgenuTe aTy CIIpaBeIJIUBYIO TOPECTh,
MUJIbIE JeTHU, KOT[a YCJIBIIINTE, KaK MHOT'O CIeJIaHo ObLIO
B 3TH JBa roja.

IIpe:xme Bcero HamoOHO CKasaTh BaM, YTO BO BCEX
MecTax OOIIKPHOTO OTeYecTBa HaIllero BO BpeMs IIpaBJe-
Hus ExaTepuHbl ObIJIO COBEPIIEHHOE CIIOKOMCTBUE I MUP
CO BCeMU COCelsMU, TOJLKO Ha Oeperax Kacmwuiickoro
MODPs, B 00J1aCTAX, HE3aJ0JITO Iepe TeM 3aBOEBAHHBIX
ITerpom, OyHTOBAIM HOBBIE MOAgaHHEIEe Poccuu, HO u Te
YCMHUPEHBI OBLIN OCTABJICHHBIM TaM remepaJioMm MaTrori-
KUHBIM. Besen 3a 3TUM yCMUPeHUEM I'DYSUHCKUH ITapb
Baxranr, yBaskasa moryuiecTBo Poccuu u Kejas msba-
BUTHCA OT NIPUTECHEHUWA IMEPCUSH, BCTYIWJ B MOAMAH-
cTtBo EKaTepuHBI M TAKMM 00pPa30M YBEJIUYII IIAPCTBO €€
HOBOII 00JIaCThIO.

B camom Hauasie cBoero BOCIIIECTBUA HA IIPECTOJI T'0-
CyZapbIHA WCIOJHNJIA ONHO M3 BayKHBIX HaMepeHUi Be-
JINKOI'O CYIIPyra CBOEro: oTupasuia B JlemoBuToe mope!
HECKOJIBKO CYJIOB IIOJ] HaUaJIbCTBOM KamuTaHa BepuHra
IJIsI TOTO, YTOOBI Y3HATDH, COeIUHACTCS JIU TBEPAOI 3eM-
Jéit Asus ¢ AMepuKoil UaM pasfeisgercsa MopeM. OTOT
BOITPOC OBLJI OUEeHb BaKEH B TO BpeMs AJiA Bceil EBpoIrkl,
U PyCCKHE B IIEPBOM MOPCKOM ITyTEIIIeCTBUM CBOEM IIPU-
o0peJsin YecTh, KOTOPO# M03aBUA0BATN MHOTHE OIBITHBIE

' Tak Ha3biBanach yactb copemerHoro CesepHoro JleoBUTOro OKeaHa,
BK/IIOUaBLas B cebs Mops Jlantesbix, BoctouHo-Cubupckoe u Yykot-
ckoe (npum. ped.).
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MOpAKU: BepuHT y3HAaJI, UTO OKOHeUHOCTH A3unu u Ame-
PUKU He COCTABJIAIOT OJHOTO MaTepPUKa, a PasmesaioTcs
npoanBoM. XOTsA 3TOT IIPOJIUB €IIé 10 ITyTelecTBus Be-
puHTa M3BecTeH ObLI KasakKy [le:KHEBY, MPOIJILIBIIEMY
110 HEMY, HO IIOCKOJIBKY HOBOE OTKPBITHE OBLIO JOBEPIIIe-
HO U omncaHo BepuHTroM, TO Ha3BaH OH OBLI €70 UMEHEM.
Benw, BepHO, BCe BbI, MUJIbIE UNTATEIN MOU, 3HaeTe Be-
PHUHTOB IPOJIUB?

Bcxkope mociie oripaBienusd cyioB Bepunra, a uMeH-
HO B Mae 1725 roma, Exatepuna ocuHoBaja AKamgeMUIO
HaYK II0 IJIaHY, CAEJaHHOMY 3a I'OJi IIepel] TeEM IIOKOMHBIM
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uMiepaTopoM. ITouTu B To 2Ke BpeMs OHa yupeauia OpAeH
Caaroro Anexcanapa HeBckoro. 3To ObLI0O TaKiKe HaMme-
perue Ilerpa. OH TOBOPUJI O HEM IPU HEepPeHECeHUU MO-
mei reposda B CeBepHYIO CTOIUIY. S3HAKM HOBOTO OpJeHa
posmaubl ObLIN B IepBLIit pas 21 maa 1725 roga, B 1eHb
OpakocoueTaHUsA BEJUKON KHIKHBI AHHBI IleTpoBHBI
C repIioroM I'OJUITUHCKUM. BBl 3Haere, Ipy3ba MOM, UTO
Ha4ajo 3Toro Opaka ycTpoeHo ObLi1o IleTpom, omHakKo
repIor TOJIITUHCKUII OBII OOIUM JIOOMMIIEM POJIHTE-
Jiei cBoe HeBecThl, 1 EKaTepuHa Tak ke, KaK U CyIpyT
€€, Ipu BCAKOM CJIyuae ITOKa3bIBaja CBOIO OCOOEHHYIO
K HeMy npuBA3aHHOCTb. OHA Kejaja gake, YTOOBI rep-
IIOT YYaCTBOBAJ B [IejlaX T'OCYAapCTBEHHBIX, U AJIA TOTO
HasHaAuMJa ero OSHUM M3 TVIABHBIX UJIEHOB YVUPEKIEH-
HOTO ef0 BepxoBHOro TalfHOTO COBeTa, Ile paccMaTpUBAa-
JIVCH TOJBKO caMble BasKHBIE JieJia TOCYyAapCcTBa U BJIACTh
KOTOpOro IIpessImiaja BiaacTk Cexara.

Eciu 651 mapcTBoBaHMe €€ ObLIO IIPOJOIKUTEIbHEE,
OHA, BEPOSTHO, BO3BpaTHJa Obl repliory U IIJIe3BUTCKOe
BJIaJIeHVE, OTHATOE Y Hero J[aHuel: Bce IPUTOTOBJIEHUS
K MOPCKOMY IIOXOMY HPOTHUB JAaTdaH OBLIM yiKe chaesa-
HBI, I MHOTOUYHCJIEHHBIN (JioT roroB ObLT U B PeBele,
u B KpoHiTaare, HO paHHSSA CMEPThb, IIPeKPaTUB HEYTO-
MUMYIO JeATeJIbHOCTh, UMIIEPATPUILI U BCe e€ IIpeKpac-
HbIe HAMepeHUs, JUIINJIa Hapol PYCCKUI rocymapbIiHu,
B IIOJIHOII Mepe OIIpaBIaBIllell CBOMM I[apCTBOBAHUEM
CIpaBeIJINBOCTb CYAbObI, TAK OJIMCTATEJIbHO BO3BLICHUB-
1reii eé or 6eJHOCTH U CUPOTCTBA 0 3SHAMEHHUTEHIIEero us
TpoHOB EBpOIEI.

Omna ckonuajyiack 6 mass 1727 roma, HO 3a HEKOTOpOe
BpeMs 0 KOHUYMHBI yCIleJia YTBePAUTb Oy IyInee CIIOKOMH-
CTBHE IIOKKUIAEMOTrO €ei0 IIapCTBa OO0BSABICHHEM IyXOB-
HOIi, B KOTOPOM HAacCJeIHUKOM ITPecToJia HasHaueH ObLI
BHYK IIerpa I IléTp AnekceeBuu. PogHrble ke mouepu eé
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BeJUKVE KHAXKHBI AHHa u Ejam3aBera mosydanm mpaso
Ha KOPOHY TOJILKO B TOM cJayuae, ecyau IIérp II ympér Ges
HACJIeJHUKOB MYsKCKOrO mojia. 3Jech BHUAHA CIIpaBen-
JIMBOCTb MMIIEPATPHUII, COXPaHEHHAs €0, HECMOTPS Ha
BCI0 MAaTePUHCKYIO JI000Bb K JOUepsAaM: IIapCTBOBaHUE
BEJINKOTO KHS3s 00emayio PyCCKUM 0oJjiee IIPOYHOE cua-
CThe, He:KeJIH IIapCTBOBAHE OTHOU 13 TETOK €ro, 1 9TOT0
OBLI0 JOBOJBHO AJiA cynpyru IleTpa.

Hacnenuuma 1100Bu ero K Hapoay, CBATO MCIIOJHUB
CBOIO 00A3aHHOCTD, CIIOKOMHO U 0e3 coKajleHnA paccra-
Jlach C JKM3HBIO, B KOTOPOW He HAXOAWJa y:Ke PaJocTeit
mmocJie KOHYMHBI CYIpyra.

IIETP II ¥ KHA3b MEHIIUKOB
1727-1728 TOJ1bI

O,Z[I/IHHa,Z[IIaTI/IJIeTHI/Iﬁ umneparop Ilétrp II B3omén Ha
IIPECTOJI B IeHb KOHUMHBI EXaTepuHsbl, 1 60ape 1 Ha-
PO eIMHOAYIITHO HA3BaJIM ero rocyxapeM cBouM. Kpome
3aKOHHBIX IIPaB €TI0, 32 HEro ObLI CUJIbHEHUIINI BeJIbMO-
ska TorpamnrHeit Poccuu — xHA3b Anexkcauap JanumoBuya
Menmuros. Ilopa BaM, MuJIble YUTATEJIN MOU, Y3HATh
noapoOHee 006 STOM IIPHMEUATeJbLHOM JIHIEe B MCTOPUU
HAIIIero OTeYecTBa.

51 He Oyny onmuchIBaTh, Kak OH M3 CAMOT'0 HUUTOXKHO-
IO YeJIOBEKA Yepe3 HEeCKOJILKO JIET CHeJIaJICsI He TOJBKO
3HAMEHUTEHIINM BeJIbMOJKel, HO U JIOUMeNuM Ipy-
TOM Tocyaaps, — BbI YoKe 3HaeTe 3T0. VITaK, IIOTOBOPUM
0 TOM, KaK OH, JJOCTUTHYB TAKOT'O PEIKOr0 CYaCTbA, HE
cyMeJI yepsKaThbCcAd Ha BBICOTE €r0 W yIaJ, yIaJ ysKac-
HO. IIprunHOii 5TOr0 mageHusa ObIIN JKaIHOCTh K Gorar-
CTBY U T'OPJOCTb, OT KOTOPBIX IIPOUCXOILAT OOBIKHOBEH-
HO TOUTH BCE HECUaCThs JIIOAEH. OTU ABe YHUKAIOIIHe
YyeJIOBEeKa CTPACTU OMpavaJiid JOCTOMHCTBa MeHIIMKOBA
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¥ HaKOHEIl B3sJIM TAKYIO BJaCTh HAJ AYIIOI ero, 4To Ipu
BCSAKOM CJIy4ae, Ife TOJIbKO MOKHO OBILJIO BOCIOJIb30BATh-
cA ueM-HuUOYIb IJIs BBITOJ CBOUX, — OH II0JIb30BaJICH,
IIPU BCAKOM CJIy4ae, Ie TOJbKO MOKHO OBLIO ITOKAa3aTh
BJIACTOJIIOOME CBOE, — OH MIOKasbIBaJ ero. Orcroma mpo-
MCXOIMJIO TO, UTO HUKTO He JIIOOMJI ero, HUKTO He KeJaJl
emy mobpa, HO, 3HaSA BJIACTb, KAKOH II0JIH30BAJICSA OH IPHU
IBOPE, BCAKUI 00syICA ero.

Jra BJIACTh OYeHb YMEHBIINJIACh B IIOCJEIHIE T'ONbI
napcrBoBanus Ilerpa I, moTomy uYTOo rocyzapb ysHAaJI
0 MHOTHX JYPHBIX JIeJIaX CBOETo JJIOOMMITA U JaKe He OIUH
pas oTmaBaJI ero IO CY/I 3a HecIIpaBeAIrBOe IIPUCBOCHNTE
Yy;KUX UMEHUU U JIeHer, HO CO BpeMeHH BOCIIIeCTBUA Ha
mpecTosl uMIepaTpullbl EKaTepuHbl, cepile KOTOPOIi
U3 YyBCTBa 0jJarogapHOCTu Buaesio B MeHIIMKOBE TOJIb-
KO XOpOoIlliie KauecTBa, BJACTh 3HAMEHHUTOTO BEJIbMOMKU
JIOCTHUTIJIa BBICOUAMIIEN CTEIIEHN U IIPOIOJIKaaach BO BCE
BpeMs e€ IapcTBOBaHMUA. Bce HeOBOJIbHEIE, HAUMHABIIIIIE
B IIOCJIeIHIEe Mecallnl ;kusHu [TeTpa I rpoMko ponraTs Ha
NIPUTECHeHUS KHA3A, YMOJKIN WJIW B CTEHAX IYITHBIX
TeMHUII, uan B Xojonxuoii Cubupu. Bce poacTBeHHUKU
WX, HalyraHHbIE CAMOBJIACTHUEM JIOOMMIIA IOCYAapPbIH,
He CMeJId BO3OOHOBJIATD KAJI00 HECUACTHBIX 1 OMKUTAIN
ot oxgHoro Bora o6ieruenusa crpaganuii ceoux. Ho goiro
mevaJbHbIe cepAIa UX He MOIUIN JOKIAaThCs 9TOro 00JIer-
yenusd. C KaKIbIM JTHEM MOTYIIIECTBO KHA3A MeHImnKoBa
YBEeJNUYMBAJIOCH M HAKOHEIl ¢ KOHUYMHOM MMIIepaTPUIlbI
emé 6ojiee yTBEPANIOCh. JIyXOBHOM HEBECTOM MOJIOLOTO
uMIlepaTopa HasHavaJach Houb AJuiekcamapa [Hamwiio-
Buua KHs:kHa Mapusa AnexkcannpoBHa. Heab3sa onucath
y:Kaca, KaKO MOUYyBCTBOBAJIM Bce HempusaTeau MeHIIu-
KOBa, YCJIBIIIAaB 00 3TOM HOBOCTH 1 B TO JKe BpeMs y3HaB,
uTO OYAYIIUHA TECTh TOCyIaps B TOT JKe NeHb IIePeBE3 ero
M3 IBOPIA B CBOII COOCTBEHHBIN JOM.
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C 9TOr0 BpeMeHH  HavaJIOCh MTOJHOBJIACTHOE BJIAIBI-
yecTBo MeHmukoBa Han Poccueit. OH oquH yIpaBiIaa
BCEMU [eJlaMU T'OCyJapCTBeHHBIMHU, XOTA B IYXOBHOI
Exarepuusl 1 HasHaueHa Oblja OO0 IIeCTHAAIlaTUJIETHE-
ro Bo3pacTa mMIepaTopa MPaBUTENLCTBEHHAs OIeKa,
COCTOABIIAA U3 Aouepel e€ AHHBI U EausaBeTsl, repiio-
ra TOJMITUHCKOTO (cympyra AHHBI), eIUCKOIIa JI0O6CKO-
ro! (;xenuxa EnmsaseTsl) U IIeCTH 4ieHOB BepxoBHOIO
coBera. Byayum ogHUM M3 3THUX UYJEHOB, MEHIINKOB
¢ TIepBOTO AHA MPUCBOUJ cebe BCIO BJIACTh, OCTAJIbHBIE
JKe IATh — KHA3bA [onuisid u Jonropykwuii, rpads o-
goBkuH u OcTepMaH U reHepaj-agMupat Anpakcud —
TOJBKO HCIIONHAJY IPUKA3aHUA €ro, OT KOTOPLIX He
MOT M30aBJATLCA M caM repIllor roJinTuHckuii. Ilose-
JeHUe TOPIOr0o YeCTOJII00Ia CAeJaloch HAaKOHEI Tak
HEeCTepIMMO, UTO BeJuKasd KHATUHA AHHA U CyOpyT eé
IOJIKHBI ObLIu yexaTh u3 Poccuu. Torma-to MeHIIIUKOB
BOOOpAa3uUJI, UTO BCe JKEeJAaHUS ero MCIOJHUJINCH U Tep-
IOT TOJIIITUHCKUM, NOCJEIHUN HEeIPUATeJIb, KOTOPOTO
ou OoJiee Bcex Oosicsa, mobexaén. VI melicTBUTEILHO,
mocJie OTheszia cTapiineil fouepu BeJIUKOTO0 OaaroaeTess
ero Koro mor oH 0oatrbca? Ilapesna EnmsaBera Oblia
elé Tak MOJIOa, UTO He MOIJIa UMeTh HUKaKOTO BJIU-
AHUSA Ha Jejla TOCyIapCTBeHHbIe, e€ 3ammmasu 3aba-
BBI, TTIOUTH AeTcKue. MiMmepaTop, He3agoJro mepes TeM
OPa3sgHOBABIINKA ABEHAAIATHIA I'OJl CBOEr0 POMKICHUS,
OBLT y:Ke 00pYyUEH ¢ mouepbio MeHIINKOBA U KU B €r0
IoMme.

Ho xak yacrto ommubaioTcsa JIOJU B CAMBIX BEPHBIX
pacuérax cBoux! PeJKO KTO MCIIBITAJ 9TO B TaKOI CTe-
IeHU, KaK 4ecTOJNI00uBLIA KHA3b Meumurkos! B To ca-
MoOe BpeMsA KakK OH C TOPABIM BOCXUIIEHMEeM CMOTpPeJ Ha

'T. e. niobekckoro (npum. ped.).
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CBOIO IIpeKpacHyo Mapuio, 3a KOTOPYIO HApPOJl PYCCKUA
y:Ke MOJIMJICA B IePKBaxX KaK 3a OOPYUEHHYIO HEBECTY
rocymapsi, B TO camMoe BpeMs KakK OH MeuTaJ O HOBOM
CoeIVHEHUN ceMelcTBa CBOETr0 ¢ JOMOM IIapCKUM ue-
pes Opak chIHA C cecTPoil mMIepaTopa apesHnoii Hara-
auelr AnekceeBHOI, Bparu ero MCKyCHO HPUTOTOBUJIN
eMy morubesib. Bparu atu 66111 He 6ecCUIbHBIE U 00U~
JKeHHBIE POJACTBEHHUKHU CEMENCTB Ka3HEHHBIX WJIHU CO-
CJIIAHHBIX 3a ocKopOseHusa Menmukosa. Het! 9To ObLIM
Bparu camble MOTYIeCTBeHHbIE U3 BCeX HeHAaBUAEBITUX
ero, aTo 6bLU KHaA3bsA [[onropykue! Emé B mapcTBoBa-
Hue EKaTepuHBI HaYaJIUCh CCOPHI UX ¢ MEHIIMKOBLIM
¥ MPOJOJIKAJINCH OO0 TeX II0pP, ITOKa OAWH M3 HUX, HIAT-
HaAaTUJIeTHUN KHA3b MIBaH, chblH KHA3A Anekced JloJ-
TOPYKOT0, He MOAPYKUJICA C MOJOALIM MMIIEPATOPOM.
Bor, kak 65l ;Kejas MOKa3aTh, CKOJIb HUUTOKHBI TIepes
HUM BCe XHTPO 00AyMaHHbIE IJIAHbI YeJI0BeKa, BhIOpa
ATOTO IOHOIIY AJIA TOT0, YTOOBI HaKa3aTh ropaocTh MeH-
IUKOBA.

Kusasp MBau ObLT JTOBOK, CTAaTeH, BCerga Beces, OH
yMeJ 3aHUMAaTh rocyapsa, pa3HOoOpasuTh ero yA0BOJIb-
CTBUS, IPEAYIIPEKIATH ero JKeJauusd. Bckope rocynapsb,
MIPUBBIKHYB K MOJIOIOMY TOBapHUIIly CBOeMY, XoTeJ Oec-
IIpecTaHHO BUAeTh ero. Ho cTporuii Ham30p XUTPOTO
Bpara paccTpauBaj dTH CBUIAHUSA, W TOJHKO Ha OXOTe
IPY3bs MOTJIX IOTOBOPUTH CO Beel cBobozoii. 'ocynaps,
u 6e3 TOT0 OUeHb JIIOOUBIINIL 3Ty 3a0aBy, IPUCTPACTUIICS
K Hel e1é 6oJiee ¢ TexX IOpP, KaK IOJI0MI CBOEro MIJIOTO
MBama AnexceeBuua. 31echb-TO, 3ae3:Kas BABOeM — HHO-
rIa HeYasgHHO, a WHOTAA W HAPOUYHO — B TYCTYIO Uallly
Jaeca, IIéTp u aro0uMer] ero CBOOOZHO pasroBapuBaJIl
0 PasHBIX AeJax. 31ech-To KHA3b [oIropyKuii 1o HacTas-
JIEHUIO OTIa pacCcKas3bIBaJl TOCYAapio O TaHBIX 3aMbICIAX
MeHIITNKOBa, 0 TOM, KaK OH XOUYeT IIOCPEeICTBOM Opaka
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cBOell Jouepu 3aBJaleTh BCEU IlapCcKoil BiaacThio. IIéTp
HaXOAWJI 9TU 3aMeUaHus cupaBeaauBbiMu. OH He JI00MI
rOpIOTo KHA3dA, He Jo0ua u Mapuio, HecMOTPA Ha BCIO
Kpacory eé. JloBepurBO IIOBEPSJ OH caMble TalHbIE MbIC-
JIX CBOM JIIOOMMOMY IPYTy, M Kak ke o0pajoBaJics TOT,
KOTJ[a y3HaJ, YTO HeBecTa IapcKasi He BJajesa cepaieM
sKeHmUxa cBoero! YciasimaB 06 aToM, Bparu MeHITMKOBA
cMeJsiee IPUCTYIINJIN K eIy, a MeKIy TeM OH caM Geapac-
CYIHBIM OBEIEHNEM CBOMM KaK OyATO IIOMOTaJ BCeM UX
HaMepeHUsaIM. BeI cormmacuTecs ¢ 9TUM, MUJIbIe UNTATEJIH,
KOT/Ia y3HaeTe, UTO OH JleJaJl.

KymeuecTBOo meTepOyprckoe, JlOOHBIIEE MOJIOZOTO
rocynaps, IIOZHECJO0 eMy B 3TO camMoe BpeMsa 9 TwIicAY
yepBoHIEeB. IIéTp, caMbIil HeXHBINI M3 OpaTbeB, XOTeJ
OIapPUTDb 3TUMHU JIeHbI'aMU CECTPY CBOIO, BEJIUKYIO KHIMK-
my Haranuio, u ToTyac Ke mocjaja ux K Hed ¢ OJHUM U3
MPUABOPHBLIX UYMHOBHMKOB. MEHIINMKOB BCTPETUJ IIO-
CJIAHHOTO, Y3HAJ, KyJa HeCET OH HeHbI'HM, U, HUCKOJILKO
He IyMas O Aep30CTHU IOCTYyIIKa CBOero, ckazas: «Mmme-
paTop eIié Tak MOJIO, YTO He MOKET 3HATh, KaK JOJIKHO
YIIOTPEOJATh JeHbI'M, OTHECH UX KO MHEe». IIpUBLIKHYB
0e30 BCAKHX HPOTUBOPEUYUN IIOBUHOBATHCA KHA3I0, IIO-
CJIaHHBIN 1 HA 5TOT pas MCIIOJHMWJ BoJI0 ero. Ha npyroit
IeHb rocyaaphb y3HaJ o0 9TOM, M T'HEB ero OBLI Tak Be-
JUK, 4TO0 MeHIINKOB egBa MOT BBIMOJIUTEL ce0e MIpoIle-
HUe U, MOKeT ObITh, OT 3TOTO HEOKUAAHHOTO caydas ue-
pe3 HecKOJIbKO AHel 3axBopaJji. BojesHs ero Obljia gaxe
OmacHOM.

B sTo Bpema [lonropykue neiicTBOBaJIM BCEMU CUJa-
MU IPOTUB Bpara cBoero. MeHIIMKOB IOCJIe BHI3JLOPOBJIE-
HUSA caM JOCTaBUJ UM HOBOE CPEACTBO K CBOel morubesn.
BmecTo Toro uto6nl oTIpaBUTLCA B IleTeprod, Kyzxa me-
peexaJj IBOpP BO BpeMsA ero 00Je3HH’, OH II0eXajJ B CBOIO
ycanbby OpaHuenOaym, rme HaZOOHO OBLIO OCBAIIATH
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IIepPKOBL. MEeHIINKOB IOCJIAaJ IIPUIVIACUTD Ha 9TOT IIPas-
HUK rocynaps co Bcem nsopom. Ho Ilerpa yrosopuam ot-
Ka3aThbCsA OT 3TOTO IPUIJIAIIEHUA.

Topasiit KHA3B, OCJIEILIEHHBIN YeCcTOI001eM, UCKYC-
HO CKPBLJI CBOIO AOCaay W, YTOOBI HE HMOAATh HUKOMY M3
OPUOJIMAKEHHBIX CBOUX M MAaJIEHIIero IMOHATUA O HeMU-
JIOCTH K HeMYy rocynaps, cTapajics IIOKa3aTb BeJIudune
CBOE 0OoJjiee OOBLIKHOBEHHOI'O U 3a0BLJICS IO TOrO, UTO BO
BpeMs OCBAIIEHUsS IEePKBU 3aHAJ MECTO MMIIepaTopa,
IIPUTOTOBJIEHHOE B BUie TPOHA. B TOT JKe JeHb rocyrapb
y3HaJ 00 3TOM HOBOII, Besmuaiiiieii qepsoctu, u MeHITH-
KOB yiKe He BUAAJ ero 0osee. HampacHo moexaJs OH TOT-
yac mocJie IpasgHuKa cBoero B Ilereprod — mmiepaTop
yexaJl oTTyxa Ha oxory. HampacHo moexan morom B Ile-
TepOypr U ABA JHA OXKUIAJ BO3BPAIeHUs ToOCydaps B JOM
CBOI, — pasrHeBaHHBIN II€Tp He TOIBKO He BO3BPATUIICH,
HO Ja)Xe IPUKAa3aJl BCe BeIlM CBOU IlepeBe3Tu B JleTHuii
IBOpEIl 1 Ha APYTroii IeHb Ipues3aa CBOero Tyaa, ( CeHTs-
opa 1727 roma, mocyaain redepana CaJThIKOBa 00bABUTDH
MeHIIKNKOBY, YTOOBI OH He BXOAUJ HU B KaKue IeJa U He
BBIE3KAJ U3 JoMa. 9 ceHTAOPSA HeCUaCTHLIN ropAeIuBel]
MMOJIyUYNJI IpuKasaHue exaTh B PanneHoypr — ropop, ca-
MHUM UM BBICTPOEHHBIN M HaXooAIuiicA Terepsb B PasaH-
CKOU Ir'y0epHUH.

ITO HOBOE IpPHUKa3aHle, BOBCE HEOKHIAHHOE, IIO0-
K0J1e6aJI0 TBEPAOCTh HECUACTHOI'0, HO OH U TYT CyMeJ
CKPBLITh T'OPECTh CBOIO, ¥ TOJBKO CYyIpyra M OEeTH ero
B OTUASHUU OTIPABUJNCHL K TOCyJIapi0 YMOJATH O IIO-
muiaoBaHuu. HuKTO M3 HUX He OBLI AOMYIIEH OO0 HEro,
u OemHBIe, BCEeMU OCTaBJEeHHbIe, OHM BO3BPATUJINCH
B BEJIMKOJIEITHBIA IBOPEIl CBO#, I'le Ka)KIasd KOMHAaTa
IAPCKOM IIBIIITHOCTHIO CBOEI JKECTOKO HANOMMHAJA UM
o morepAaHHOM Begumuuu. OgHakKo MeHIIMKOB myMaJ
U B UBTHAHUU COXPAHUTH 9TO BEJIUYWE U IIOTOMY BBI-
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exay us IlerepOypra ¢ Takoii MHOTOUHCJIEHHON CBUTOH
M B TAaKuX OOTaThIX SKUIIAXKAX, UTO Bparm ero, pasmio-
caJloBaHHBIE 9TOUM HEYMECTHO! BaKHOCTBHIO, BBIIPOCHU-
JU y Tocynaps HOBOe IIOBeJeHIe — OIledaTaTh BCe ero
BeIlU I OCTABUTH MY TOJILKO caMoe HY:KHOoe. ITO ObLIO
ucnosHeHo B Teepu. OTcioga y:Ke HEeCUaCTHBIN IToexast
KaK COBepIeHHbIH M3THAHHWK — W He B PaHumeHOyprT,
a B Cubups, B oTnanéuubiii ropon To6oabcKoil ryoepHun
Bepésos. JKena u geTtu exayau ¢ HUM, 1 BeJIMUANIINM Ha-
KasaHUeM, ITocJIaHHBIM oT Bora ropmoi myiie MeHtu-
KOBa, OLLIO BUAETH CEMEMCTBO CBOE, eIllé TaK HeTaBHO
OKPY:KE€HHOE CUACTheM U CJIaBOM, a Telmepb HOKPBITOE
CTBIIOM U O€IHOCTBIO.

C ocobeHHOI TPyCThIO CMOTPEJ OH Ha CBOIO JIOOHU-
MHUIy, Ha CBOIO MUy Mapwuio, oOpyuE€HHYIO C Tocyaa-
pem. KTo OBI MOT IIpeackasaTh el MaJjieiiiee HecuacThe
TPU MecsIla Ha3al, B Ty TOPKEeCTBEHHYI0O MUHYTY, KOTIa
apxXHenncKon HOBropoackuii @eodaH momaa el KOJabIO
umneparopa? Kro 661 MOTr ITogyMaTh TOTZA, YTO OHA KOT-
Ia-uuoOynb moegeT B Cubuph B IIPOCTOM Tejiere M3THAHHU-
ka? Bor Kak HeBepHAa, KaK IIepeMeHYnBa yuacThb JIogell,
muisie getu! Hamo6HO IOMHUTE 3TO BCernaa, IIPU CAMOM
BeJIMYaMIIeM cuacThbe HallleM, a He IyMaTh, KaK IOpAbIiA
Anexcanap JlaHMJIOBUY, KOTOPBIN TOJIBKO TOTA ITIOBEPUI
B BO3MOJKHOCTL CBOEro 0eICTBMA, KOTIA OHO ITOCTHUIJIO
ero. OgHAKO OTHAIWM €My CHPaBeAJUBOCTH B TOM, UTO
OH He BIIaJl B OTUAAHIE OT YsKaCHOTO IIepeBOPOTa CyAbObI
CBOel Jake U TOTHAa, Korma 0elICcTBUA €ro ellé YBeJInudu-
JUCH IOTepell Cympyru, ocjienmieil oT CJI€3 U CKOHYAaB-
mmeiics OT ropecTu mo gopore. Hamporus Toro, Ka3ajaoch,
YTO C KAYKIBIM HOBBIM yIapPOM OH II0JIyYaJl ¥ HOBYIO TBEDP-
IOCThb. OTO IIPOMCXOINJIO OTTOTO, UTO OH HauaJj 0oJjee Iy-
MaTh 0 Bore m Oyamyiei :KU3HM, HAYaJl PacKamBaTbCs
B IYPHBIX IIOCTYIIKAX CBOUX U MOJIUTH O IIpoliennu. bor,
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