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YACTb I

I'raBa 1

bertuHa BepieH ¢ TpeBOXHBIM MpeauyyBCTBUEM IIE-
peCTyIMIa MOPOr 3aJIUTOM COJHIIEM TOCTUHOM, TIE YKE
oxuganu poautenu. Heyacto AHape BepieH xenan ro-
BOPUTH C IOYEPHIO U HUKOINA HE TPYIUJICS MpemyIpe-
JKIaTh O pa3roBOpe 3a JEHb.

HeBylliKa MoHUMaJla — MPEICTOUT YCIBIIIATh YTO-TO
OYEHb BaXXHOE, OTYETO €€ XM3Hb JOJLKHA HeoOpaTHUMO
U3MEHUTHCS. beTTrHa OT BOJHEHMS He Cllajia BCIO HOYb,
B INIyOMHE OYIIIM CO3HABasi, O YeM ITOMAET pedb.

berTuHe ucnosHUIOCH AeBATHAALATh. [Topa BbIxo-
JIUTDb 3aMYyX.

Bot yxe Tpu roma oHa oxumgajia 3TOro, ¢ TeX MOp
KaK BEpHYJachb JOMOM U3 MOHACTBIPCKOM IIKOJbI. boJib-
IMMHCTBO AEBYIIEK U3 OOraThIX ceMel ObLIM MOMOJIBIIE-
HbI YyTh JIU HE C MEJEHOK W BBIAAHBI 3aMYyX B YeThIp-
HaIllaTh-NSITHAALATh JIET, KaK B CBOE€ BpeMs U MaThb
Bertunsl. Pyku camoit beTTuHbI Tipocunu He pas, XOTs
el HUKOTIa He MO3BOJISIJIOCH JaXe YBUAECTHCS C IMPEeTeH-
neHtamMu. Ho oTell M ciabliaTh He KejlaJl HU O KOM U3
MOJIOJBIX JIFOAEH, IIOTOMY UTO MCKaJ IJIs JOoYepu MyxkKa
rnmodoraue.

Tenepr xe bertnHa OblTa yBepeHa, 4TO CynbOa ee
peiieHa. CKopo oTell 0ObSIBUT MMS YeJIoBeKa, KOTOPHIM
CTaHET €€ MYXKEM.



Anpape BepieH cuaen 3a NUCbMEHHBIM CTOJIOM U Ja-
K€ He TMOTPYAWICS TOIHSThL Tjla3a, KOrga Jo4Yb Bolllia
B KOMHATYy.

Heyxenu oTel, HaMepeHHO OTTITMBAaeT Pa3roBop?
MoxeT ObITh, YYBCTBYET ceOs cierka BUHOBaThIM? Ho
noyemy?! UMeHHO OH MocJjajl € B MOHACTBIPCKYIO IIKO-
J1y, OOBSIBUB, UTO C TAKOW HEBOCIUTAHHOU E€BUOHKOM
CTAaHOBUTCS BCE TpyAHee CIpaBisThcs. beTTuHa nmposena
0OJIBIIYIO YAaCTh XW3HU BAAJIU OT AOMa, U BOT TeNephb ee
W3TOHSIIOT CHOBA, YK€ HaBCeraa.

XKoccenab BepieH ¢ 6ecriokoiicTBOM riisiesia Ha 10Yb.
OHa oTYasiHHO MbITajlach OTTOBOPUTHL AHPE OT €ro 3aTeu
U yXe aymalia, 4To eil 3TO yaajaoch, HO Buepa Be4yepoM
MYX OecliepeMOHHO OOBSBUII O CBOEM pellleHUU. beTTuHa
He OblIa MOXOKa Ha APYTrux AeBYIIEK — CJAUIIKOM ropaa
U KpacuBa, YTOOBI 6ECITPeKOCIOBHO CMUPUTHCS C TTOI00-
HBIM OpakoM. byab AHape HEMHOro CHUCXOOUTEJIbHEE,
JIeByllIKa Morja Obl cama BbIOpaTh cebe Myxa. Ho Her,
OH XXeJlajl HaTu JJ19 Hee 60raToro U TUTYJI0BAaHHOIO Xe-
HUXa, He 3a00TSICh O TOM, TTIOHPABUTCS JIM TOT berTuHe.

XKoccenb, Kak 1 Kaxaoe yTpo, cujiesia ¢ BbIIIUBAHU-
eM mepel OTKPBITBIMUA ABEPSIMU, BeAYIIMMMU Ha BepaH-
Iy, HO CEerofHs1 4yBCTBOBaja, YTO HEe MOXKET clesiaTb HU
CTeXKa — CJIUIIKOM TPYCTHBI OBLIM MBICIM O CyIbOe,
OXUOAIOIIEN T10Yb.

— Hy uto x, berTuHa, Hama 6ecega He 3aiiMET MHO-
ro BpeMeHU, — HaKOHELl 3aroBoOpul AHIpe.

Ho bertuna He pacctpomnack. OTell HUKOTA HE BbI-
Kas3bIBaJl XXeHe U JoYepU HU JTI0OBU, HU HEXXKHOCTU, 0Opa-
LIaJcs ¢ HUMU, KakK co cayramu. AHape BepiieH ObL1 X0-
JIONHBIM YEJ0BEKOM, AYMaBIIMM TOJIbLKO O JeHbrax. 9Tta
CTpacThb MOTJIolIaga Bce ero BpeMs U MbICIU, TaK UTO Ha
JTOJII0 CEMbM TOUYTH HE OCTaBajJoCh YyBCTB.— [louemy ObI
Tebe He cecTb, Joporas? — jackoBo crpocuia XKoccelb,
He JIaBasi My>Xy BHOBb CKa3aTh YTO-TO PE3KOeE.
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bertuHa 3Hana, yTo MaTh JIIOOUT ee U KejaaeT Joopa,
HO CECTh OTKa3aJlach, HE 3Kejlasg OOJIETYUTD OTILYy HeJler-
Kyio 3agayy. OHa BcsI KHIIeJa OT BO3MYILIEHMS, XOTS
3Hajia, 4YTO He MMeEEeT Ha 3TO IpaB — Bedb B 1667 roay
JIEBYILIKY TOJKHBI OBIIIA OECIIPEKOCIOBHO ITOTYMHSTHCS
ponutensiM. Tak IpomoKaloCch BeKaMM, M BO3MOXHO,
HUKOTIa He U3BMEHUTCS. beTTrHa Xenana ToJbKO, YTOOBI
ee MaThb He paccKa3bIBajla TaK 4acTO O TOM, KaK IpeKpac-
HO JIOOUTh U caMOil BBIOMpaTh MyXa.

Cynpba nouepu B ceMbe — Opak I10 pacyeTy, 0COOeH-
HO Ao4Yepu OOTraThIX poauTesieii. A KpoMe TOro, B Kpo-
XOTHOM TOPOIMIIKE ApXEHTeHe He ObLJIO ITOAXOMSIINX
KEHMXOB — 3MIeCh XWJIM B OCHOBHOM MEJIKHE TOPTOB-
bl 1a ¢pepmepsl. Eciu 661 beTtTHa U BIoOuiach, oTell
HUKOTIA He corjlacujics ObI, a KpOMe TOTO, 3a KaxKAbIM
IIarOM JE€BYIIKU CTPOTO CICAVIIN.

— 4 ycTpoun TBoi 6pak ¢ rpadom ITbepom ne Jlam-
O6epoMm, — HakoHell cooOiua AHape. — BeHuaHue co-
cToMUTCSI BcKope nociae Hosoro roaa.

BertuHa paccep:keHHO CBEpPKHYJIa TEMHO-3eJie-
HBIMU TJla3aMM — €OMHCTBEHHOE, Ha YTO OCMEJIMJIach
JIeByIIKa, YTOOBI JaTh MOHSITh, KaK BO3MYIIeHa CTOJb
OecliepeMOHHBIM OOBSABICHUEM; HO TYT K€ ITOKOPHO
CKJIOHUJIa TOJIOBY, KaK IT0J00aj0 XOpolleil, MOCTyII-
HOM J04Yepu.

— Jla, mara, — THXO CKa3ajla OHa, YAWBJIEHHas cO0-
CTBEHHBIM caMooOOJagaHUEM.

— Twr yegemn uepe3 Mmecsi. CoBceM Majao BpeMme-
HU OCTaeTCsl, YTOObI CIIUTh MPUIAHOE, ITO3TOMY ST Haii-
My MOpPTHHUX BaM B IoMolub. I'pacd me JlambGep XKuBET
Ha ocTpoBe CeH-MapTteH, B KapubckoM Mope, Tak 4To
MIpUAETCS CeCcTh Ha Kopabib. K cokaneHUIo, MyTelecT-
BHE 3TO JOJTOC W YTOMHUTEIbHOEe. MajjieH, TBOS HSIHS,
OTIIPABUTCSI C TOOOI B KaueCcTBe KOMIIAHBOHKHU M CITyT-
HUIIBI.



— Ho mouemy g noikHa ye3xkaTh Tak jaajeko?! —
B3opBanachk berruna. — Heyxenu Bo Bceit @paHiuu 1ist
MEHSI HUKOI'0 He HallIoch?!

— Kusanyce IlpecBstoit boroponunieit! — 3aBomun
Amngnpe. [TobarpoBeB OT 3710CTH, OH BCKOYMJI U C SIPOCTBIO
mmpomurell: — Sl oTocaan ee B MOHACTBIPh IOYUYUTHCS
IMOKOPHOCTH, HO BC€ 3TH TOAbl MOTpadeHbl 3pst! Buxy,
OHa TOo-MpexXHeMy CBOeBOJIbHA U Ipyoa!

— O, AHjape, eciiu Obl BBl XOTb HEMHOI'O CUMTAINUCh
C ee XeJIaHWSIMUA, — YMOJISIOIIE MpollelTaia KeHa.

— Ee XxenaHug MeHST He MHTEPECYIOT, MamaM, — I10-
clieqoBall OTBeT. — M s He momylly HMKaKUX BO3paxke-
Huit! DTOT Opak OyAEeT 3aKII0UYEeH, U KOHTPAKT yXe TMOoI-
nucaH. bertuHa craHer rpaduHein ne JlamoGep. Moo
Bora Toibko 006 0mHOM, YTOOBI XapaKTep AEBYOHKU M3-
MEHWJICS, TOTAA U3 Hee BBIMIET ITOCIyIIHAas XKeHa!

BertnHa paccsupenena. [loueMy oTelr Bcerma roBo-
PUT O Helt Tak, CJIOBHO ee HeT B KoMHaTte?! OHa mobuia
OTLIa, HO MHOT/A... BepHee OYeHb YacTO, OH JOBOIUII €e
IO UCCTYILJICHUS.

— Mory g uaru, namna? — cnpocuyia OHa CKBO3b 3yObl.

— Jla-jga, — paszapaxeHHO nmpodbopmoTan oH. — Bcee,
YTO HYXHO, Thl YK€ 3Haelllb.

BerTHa mocHelmrHO BBIIIA, CTapasich CAepKaThb
ucrtepuueckuit cmex. Yto oHa 3Haet?! MMs uyenoBeka,
Ybel XXeHOM No/IKHA CTaTh yepe3 HECKOIbKO Henenb?! Hy
4TO XK, IO KpaHel Mepe OTELl HE BbIAAJ €€ 3aMYX Cpasy
IocJie WKOJIbl. Tpu roja yImio y HEro Ha To, YTOObI Haii-
TH el TTOAXOASIIYIO TTAPTUIO, a 3a0JHO €llle Y YBEJINIUTh
COOCTBEHHOE COCTOSIHUE.

PazpriBacMast IpoTUBOPEYMBLEIMU YyBcTBaMu, ber-
THUHaA OBICTPO B30exaja Mo cTyneHbkaMm. IToyemy oTelr
OTIIpaBIISIET AOYb TaK mayjeko? KuTh B 4yxXoOil cTpaHe,
C HE3HAKOMBIMU JIIOObMU — BOT UYTO ITyTaJio JEBYIIKY.
OHa cepaujiach Ha OTLA HE TOJBKO 3a TO, YTO TOT Ha-
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CWJILHO BBIIAET €€ 3aMyxX, MO0 ITaBHO OXmMaaja 3TOTO
1 Jaxe o0JIerYeHHO B3MOXHYJIAa, KOrma MOMEHT HaKOHEII
HacTaJI, HET, NeBYIIKAa MCITBITHIBAIA TJyOOKYI0 CKOPOB
IIPpY MBICJIM O pacCTaBaHUM C MaTepblo. EMMHCTBEHHOE,
YTO HEMHOTO yTellano, — MajjieH OTIIPaBUTCS BMeCTe
C Heil, noporass Manau, Kotopyio berTtuHa nrobuia no-
YTH KaK MAarTh.

BertnHa THMXO mocTyyaja B ABEpPb COCEIHEl KOMHa-
Thl. YchbllIaB rojoc MaajieH, oHa ObICTPO MepecTymnuia
Iopor, Ioabexana K OKHY, Y KOTOPOro CHela HSHS,
U YCTPOUJIACH PSIIOM.

3aMmeTuB, 4TO beTTMHA MOIYNT, 3aAyMUYNBO TSI Ha
OITyCTEBIIYIO yIMily, MamjieH yJIbIOHYJach M OTJIOXWUJIA
IIINTHE.

— 3HauuT, orell Bce Tebe pacckaszaj? — TUXO CIIPO-
cHJIa OHa.

BertnHa MeaeHHO MOBEpPHYJIA TOJOBY K KEHIIMHE,
KOoTopas 3ab0TUJIaCch O Hell ¢ caMoro aercTBa; MamieH
OBUIO Y€ COPOK IISITh, M XOTSI OHA HEMHOI'O pacIlOJIHE-
Jla, BCE Xe€ OcCTaBaJlaCh XUBOW W IHEPIrUYHOWM, TOJILKO
B KaIlITAHOBBIX BOJIOCAX MEJIBKAIN CepeOPUCThIE TIPSIIN.

— Tak 1ebe n3BecTHO? — rayxo npouentaia betTu-
Ha. — [loueMy He mpenynpenuia MeHs, Manau?

— Twr cama Bce 3Haja, Joporas, M OXHOajla 3TOTO
BOT yXe TpH Toja.

— Jla, HO He TpeAdIIojaraja, 4To yeAy 3a TPHUIEBSITH
3eMmenb. He xouy mokmpate ®PpaHuuio, — Bo3pasuia
bertuHa, BHOBbL oxBaueHHast THeBoM. — S yoery!

— BBl He caenmaeTe HMYEro MOAOOHOTO, IOHas Ja-
Mma! — ykopusia MajajieH, rpo3si NyXJbIM HajbleM. —
A HaoOopoT, mokopurech cyapoe. Elne obpamyembces,
YTO ToJiyduia xopoiuero Myxa! OH gacT Tede MHOro ae-
Teit, 1 ecau ['ocrioAb 3aXo4eT, ST MX BCeX BEIHSHYY!

VablOHYBIINCH, BeTTMHA OTKMHYyJIach Ha CHOMHKY
Kpecia. MamjieH mpaBa. [IpumeTcss cMUPUTBCSI, HAYE-
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ro He noxenaeinb. OHa yxXe BbIpOCJa, HE K JIUIY TaKoi
B3POCJION AeBYIIKE 3aKaThIBaTh UCTEPUKY.

Eie pedbenkoM berTriHa moHsiia, 4YTO OTell HE JIOOUT
€e, HO TIPUYMHBI TAKOrO PaBHOMYIIMS He MOHMMAJa. DTO
OTKPBITUE JIETJIO TSKECThIO HAa FOHOE CepLe, HO OHA YIIOop-
HO M M30 BCEX CUJ MbITajJach 3aBOEBATb OTLIOBCKYIO ITO-
xBajy. Eif OblJIO HEAOCTATOUHO JI0OBU M 3a00ThI MaTepu
1 ManneH. OTHollleHue K Hell OTLa — BOT UTO Ka3ajaoCh
JIaBHBIM. [IeByllIKe He ObLIO U3BECTHO, UTO OTEL] CTPACTHO
XOTeJI cblHa, HO ZKoccesb Mociie poXaAeHUsT J0YepUu HEe MO-
m1a uMeTh Aaeteit. [Toatomy beTTrHa 1 ctana Takoit cTpor-
TMBOM, MO MaJieiilieMy MOBOAY BHajaia B IpOCTb, HUKOIO
He clylliajach, BO3HEHaBuaeAa OTLA 3a TO, YTO TOT OTO-
cJlajl ée B MOHACTbIpb. JIMIIb CIYCTS HECKOJIBKO JIET OHA
cMUpuiIach ¢ cyab0OOii, TIOHSB, YTO BO BCEM BMHOBAT €€
xapakTep. MOHaXyHM CMOIJIM HAy4YMThb IEBYLIKY AepXKaTb
cebs B pyKax, ObIThb TeprneauBoil u nmokopHoil. IlpaBna,
HUYero He udMeHuaoch. OTell mo-npexHeMy ObLT 1JI1s1 Hee
yyxxuM. Ho beTTrHa npuBbIKJIa K 3TOMY U OOJIbIIIE HE TThI-
Tajach ¢ HUM cOnM3uThed. Ternepb AeBYIIKE XBaTao JIl00-
BU Matepu U ManyieH. OHa nipuBbIKja 6yiarogaputh bora
3a TO, YTO MMeJIa, XOTsI MHOTA CIipallrBaia ceds, 4To uc-
MbIThIBajIa Obl, OYAb Y He€ HEXHBIN, JTIOOSILIUIA OTell.

Ho kakas teneps paznuia? Ckopee Bcero, oHa Boo0-
1ie OoJsibllie HUKOTAA HE YBUAUT 3TOr0O XOJIOOHOro, bec-
YyBCTBEHHOIO YeJ0BeKa.

FJ\aBa 2

BeuepoMm 2Koccenb BeplieH Bollljla B KOMHATY Jo4e-
pu, 4TOOBI MOrOBOPUTh C HEM ¢ I1a3y Ha ria3. MatTb ObI-
JIa, OYeBUIHO, CUJIBHO pacCTpOeHa.

— $1 meITanacek, goporasi, Kak MoIJIa IIbITajach yro-
BOPUTH TBOETO OTIA HE IOCHLIATH T€OSI K 3TOMY YeJo-
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BEKy, — HEpBHO MpoOOpMoTaja OHa, JioMasl PyKM, Kak
Jleylana BCerga, Korga Oblja paccTpoeHa.

— Hwnuero, mama. CHauaza s OblIa O4eHb OropueHa,
HO TOJILKO M3-3a TOTO, YTO IIPUXOAUTCS ye3XKaTh TaK Ja-
JIexo. Sl maBHO oXwuzaaja, 4YTO OTell HaliieT MHe XXeHMXa,
TaK 4YTO He YAUBUJIACh — IIPOCTO paccepxKeHa. AHApe
JIABHO YK€ BeJI IIEPETOBOPBI, HO CUesl HY>KHBIM COOOIINTh
MHe TOJIbKO Buepa! [IpuHSTE pellieHre, HU ¢ KeM He M0~
coBeTOBaBIIMCh! He momymMarh 0 TOM, UTO OTCHUIACT TOYb
K HE3HAKOMOMY YeJIOBEKY; BBIHYKIATh TeOsI XKUTh B He-
3HAaKOMOM CTpaHe C HEeIIPUBBIYHBIM KJIMMaTOM!

XKoccenb HEpBHO 3axoauja MO0 KOMHaTe.

— ThI YTO-TO XO4Yelllb cKa3aTh, MamMa? — MpodOPMO-
Tana beTrtuHa.

— Ha, pa, cinywaii! — orBetusia XKocceab mo-aH-
[JIMIACKY C CUJIBHBIM aKIIEHTOM.

M math 1 oTel] 4acTO TOBOPWIM Ha 3TOM SI3bIKE —
y AHApe OBIJIO MHOTO JEJIOBBIX IMAapTHEPOB Cpedud aH-
rm4aH. beTTrHe TOXe MPUIIUIOCH BRIYYUTh aHTIIUMCKUI
B MOHACTBIPCKOM IIIKOJIE.

XKoccenb Bce eule Kosebanach, 1 beTTuHa peliuia
MpepBaTh 3aTSIHYBIIEeCsI MOJTYaHUE:

— 4 Oyny yxXacHO cKy4yaTh 1o Tebe, Koraa yeay, Ma-
ma. Heyxxenu Mbl HuKorga ©ojbliie He YyBUAMMCS? —
B3JOXHYJa OHA.

— Hy urto Tb1, berTriHa, KoHeuHO, yBuaumcs. Eciu
TBO1... MyX HE CMOXET IIPUBE3TU TeOSI TOTOCTUTh, TOTIA
S MIOIBITAIOCh YOeaIUTh AHApe oTpaBuThcsd Ha CeH-Map-
TeH, — Toobeinana XKoccenab, ¢ TPEBOTOM TIISAs B Iiaza
nouepu. — O, Mos Malblllka beTTrHa, MHE Tak Kallb,
YTO OTell HacTauBaeT Ha TBoeli momosiBke! S xoTena, yTo-
OBl OH pa3pelIuns Tebe camoil BEIOpaTh XXeHuxa. Ecin Obl
TOJIbKO OTell MO3BOJMJ yBe3TH Tebs B Ilapuk, Tam Ha-
BepHsKa HaIllecst Obl JOCTOMHBIN YeJI0BEK, KOTOPOTO ThHI
Morja 0bl moaoouTh. B TTapuxe ecTh U3 KOTO BHIOMpATH!
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— Ho pasBe rpagp ne Jlambep HeqOCTONHBIN Yeso-
BeK? — yauBuiach beTTuHa.

— Bo3MOXHO, HO Belb THl €T0 B XXM3HU He BHUIesa
U Aaxe He 3Haelllb, CMOXKEIIb JU IOJIO0UTh, Hailielb
JIM C HUM CYACThe. A 3TO eIMHCTBEHHOE, YETO sI XOUY IIJIst
TeOs.

— Ho oten BuiOpan rpaga ge JlamGepa, U TOT XxoueT
Ha MHE >XE€HUThCSI. 3HAYUT, OH TAE-TO BUAET MeHS?

— Ha, rog Hazan. Thel OblIa B camy, Korga Mmpuiuen
rpad. Ax, bertuHa, Thl Beab TaKoe MpeKpacHOe IM-
TS M MorIya Obl cama BbIOpaThb Myxa, HaliTW 4ejloBeKa,
C KOTOPBHIM XOTejia ObI IIPOBECTU BCIO XU3Hb. Ho TBOI
oTell — IIpUBEpKEHEell Tpamgulluii, 1 €My BCe paBHO,
Oydellb T THI CYACTJIMBA, TJIABHOE — COOJIIOCTH IPHU-
JINYUSL.

— TakoB o0bIvaii, Mmama. {I HUUEro APyroro He OXU-
nana, — oTBeTusaa beTrTuHa.

— ToI oueHB XOpollasi, JIOBepUYMBasl IeBOYKa, a Y Me-
HSI ceplie CXHUMaeTcsl, KaK ITOAyMalo, YTO ThI IPOKM-
BEIIb JOJITYe TOAbI C HETIOOMMBIM YeaoBeKoM. I1oaTomy
s Y IIPUIILIa TTIOTOBOPUTh C TOOO, XOTSI, BO3MOXHO, HE
CIIeI0BAJIO TOTO AeNaTh.

— O ueM TbI, MaMa?

— Tw 3Haemb, YTO MOM OTell BHIOpajl MHE B MY-
Xbs1 AHape BepiieHa. S Bbillia 3aMyX B UeTbIpHAALATb
JIeT U ObLIa rOTOBA JIOOUTH MYyXa, CTaTh €My XOpOIlei
JKeHOM, HO 4Yepe3 Tojl MOHsJIA, YTO 3TOMY HeE CYXACHO
cOBIThCs. Elie rom cnycTsl MoJioxkeHue ele OoJblie
YXYIALIUIOChH, UO0 AHApPE XOTeJI ChIHA, a S BCE He poxKaa.
CrpalrHoe oT4assHUE OXBaTWJIO MEHs, U maxe MamieH
He OblJIa 3alIMTOM OT 3JT00HBIX Haranok Myxa. [Toatomy
s cTapayach YXOAWUTh U3 OMa, IOJITO TYJsJia, OTIIPaBIs-
JIach B TOpPOJ, OpoamIa Mo YAUIaM U OTHAXKAbI BCTPETH -
JIa MaTpoca-upJaHala ¢ SpKO-PbIKMMU BOJIOCAMU U Be-
CeJIbIMM 3eJIeHBIMU TJ1a3aMu. Ero Kopabiab ObLT 3aBeleH
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B JOK Ha PEMOHT, a caM OH OTIIPOCHJICSI HABECTUThL PO-
IWTeNel, XXUBIINX B IepeBHE HeIogajleKy oT MapTeHa.
Ho tak u He goOpaics Tyma. Mbl BCTpedyaluch CHOBa
1 CHOBA, MIOKA HE CTaJlk JIOOOBHUKAMMU.

— O, maMa, KaK pOMaHTHUYHO!

XKoccenb 007eryeHHO YJbIOHYJACh, 00pamoBaHHas
TEM, 4TO JIO0Yb He OCcyauia ee.

— Jla, oueHb, geTka. PaliaH octaBajcsl B Ap:KeHTeHe
TPU Mecslla, ¥ BCE 3TO BPeMsI Mbl BUACIUCH APYT C APY-
romM. DTo OBIJIM CaMble CYACTIIMBBIC JHU B MOEH XU3HMU,
" s Bceraa Oyny MOMHUTh M XpaHUTh B Iyllle MTaMsTh 00
STUX TIpeKpacHBIX MTHOBeHMUSIX. PaitaH kuBeT B TeOe,
BertrHa, MOTOMY YTO OH — TBOM HACTOSIIUI OTell.

— 3Hayur... mana — Mou oTyum?

— Jla, muas, Bcero-Hascero. A xorejia, YTOOBI Thl
y3Hajla 0 TOM CYacTbe, KOTOpoe Momapuia MHE JIIOOOBb.
A Momaock, 4TOOBI THI ToaoOuna rpada Jlambepa, HO
€CJIM 3TOTO HE MPOU30UAET, Oyay MpocuTh bora, 4ToObI
TeOs1 moceTUJIa UCTUHHA JII0O0Bb. He kejato, 4TOObI Thl
MPOBeJia XXU3Hb C MOCTHUIBIM Y€JIOBEKOM M YyBCTBOBajia
ce0sT BUHOBATOM, €ClIM BCTpeTHUIlb apyroro. KoneuyHo,
s1 He TOBOPIO, YTOOKI ThI MBITAJaCh UCKATh €T0, HO €CJIU
JII000BbL MPUIET K Tebe Tak ke, KaK Korma-To KO MHe,
MIPUMU €€ U OyIb CYACTINBA CKOJIBKO CMOXKEIIb.

XKoccenb 3apbigana, u berruHa, moadexas K MaTepu,
HEXXHO ee OOHsIA.

— Cnacu6o, mama. Cnacubo 3a TO, YTO cCKasaja.
A tenepb He Tak 00IOCh €xaTh Ha OCTPOB M IOCTapaloCh
noawoouthk rpada ae Jlambepa. KTo 3HaeT, MoXeT, U cTa-
paThCsl HE MPUOETCS, BCE CIIYIUTCS caMO COOOIA.

— O, g Bceit oymoi MOJIIOCh 00 3TOM, JOPOTasl.

BertHa 4yTh OTOABMHYJIACH U BECEO YJIBIOHYJIACH
MaTepu.

— Tak, 3HauuT, 9 HAMOJOBUHY MpJiaHaKa? A marma...
TO ecTb AHApeE, 3HaeT? Y mosTomy He JIIOOUT MeHs?
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— ToI nomkHa ToHATh, beTTHa: AHIpe oYeHb clep-
>KaHHBIN yesioBeK. OH YBEpEH, YTO Thl €ro 104Yb, HO OYEHb
XOTeJI ChlHA. A JOKTOpa cKa3ajiu, YTO Y MeHs OOJIbllie He
Oynet meteil. MoxeT, MO3TOMY OH M pa3lpaxeH, HO Mo-
CBOEMY JIIOOUT Tebs1, XOTS, K COXaJIeHUI0, He TIOKa3biBa-
€T 3TOTO, a Thl MyYaelllbCsl U CTpadaelilb.

— Bc1o xXu3Hb s MbITagach 3aCay>KUTh MOXBaJly OTLIA,
a 0Kas3aJioCh, S 104Yb APYyroro, — B3goxHyaa bertuHa. —
Kak cTpanHo!

— IIpoctu, munas! HyxHo ObLIO paccKa3aTb MpaBay,
Koraa Thl ObL1a MajleHbKOM, HO S1 HE CMOTJia. DTO HeJler-
Ko, noiimu! Thl mojKHaA MpodoJKaTh 3BaTh AHApPE OT-
oM. B cBoe BpeMs s cMepTesibHO 0osilach, UTO Thl YHa-
clenyelllb pbikue BoJjiockl PaiiaHa. Ho, K cyacTblo, Thl
poaunach OJOHAMHKONM, ¢ Tjla3aMU, MEHSIOLIMMU 1IBET,
COBCEM Kak y Moero oTiua. Takue ria3a MOryT cTaTb JJIst
TeOs1 MOMeXOl — M3-3a HUX Thl HE CyMeelllb CKpbIBaTb
CBOM UYBCTBa U JraTh. BoT ceiiuac TBOM Ijiaza TeMHO-
CUHUE, U s 3Hal0, YTO Thl CUACTJIMBA.

— He Moxer 6bITh! [louemy 1 HUKOTIA HE 3aMeyvana
atoro? Bceraa cuuTana, 4To ria3a y MeHsI CUHUE, — yIU-
BuJiach beTTrHa.

— IlotroMy uTO, Korma Thl paccepxkeHa, He CMO-
Tpullbcs B 3epKajo! CoBceM KakK HACTOSIIUKA oTell, 6e-
raeiib Mo KOMHaTe, He MOXelllb CUAETh CIIOKOWHO. Thl
BO MHOTIOM IToxoxa Ha PaiiaHa.

— A ¢ Bceraa mnopaxanach, mo4yemMy W Thl U AHApe
poOCTOM HUXe MeHs1. PailaH OB BEICOKUM?

— Ha, ouenb. M Tak kxpacuB! Ho BCHBUIBYUB
U yrpsaMm, Kak u Tel! Upnanackuit xapaktep! Ho He 6ec-
MOKOMCS HacueT CBOUX a3, Joporasd. JIroau oObIYHO He
3aMeyaloT TakKuX Belleil, U Thl BCceTrJa MOXeIllb CKa3aTh,
YTO IJIa3a MEHSIOT LIBET B 3aBUCUMOCTH OT OCBEILIECHUS.

— IToueMy Thl He yexana ¢ HuM, mMaMma? Iloyemy
ocTajach U MOXepTBOBaJla CBOMM cUacTbeM?
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— PaiiaHy HY>XXHO OBLIO BO3BpallaTbCsl HA KOpabJib,
a MHe TaM He OBLIO MecTa, 0COOEHHO ITOTOMY, UTO S yKe
3Haja o0 cBoeil bepeMeHHOCTHU. PaitaH ObLI BCcero-HaBce-
IO MPOCTHIM MaTPOCOM, HO XOTeJ pa3doraTeTb, a OTOM
yBe3TH MeHS. OH oGellay BepHYThCS, U S KIaja MHOTO
JIeT, TIpexXIe YeM moTepsiaa Hamexnmy. He xouy mymarth
0 TOM, 10 KaKuM IpuurHaMm PaiiaH He mpuexai. YK ayd-
IIIe CYMTATh, UTO OH HallleJl HOBYIO JIIOOOBb, YeM 3HATh,
YTO TOTUO.

Y beTTrHbI 3a11eMWIO CepALle TPU MBICIN O TOM, YTO
MaTb, BO3MOXHO, HUKOT/Ia HE y3HAET IIpaBIbl.

— OH 3Han 060 MHe?

— Ha. S xorena Obl TOJBLKO OAHOro, uToObl Paitan
YBUJIEJ, KaKasl y Hero Kpacupasl J0Yb.

ITo3xe, mocne yxona ZKoccenb, beTTrHa cena 3a Tya-
JIETHBIN CTOJIMK M CTajla pacCMaTpuBaTh cebsl B 3epKajio.
CtpaHHo, nouyemy rpagd ae JlamGep BbiOpaa UMEHHO ee?
KoHeuHO, oHa He ypona, HO M He TaK YyX KpacuBa, Kak
yBepsiia MaTh, — 4yTh KYPHOCHIA HOCHK, OBaJIbHOE JIM-
110, TJIafKasl OeJIoCHEeXHasl Koxa, HO OeJIOKYyphIe BOJIO-
CBI COBEpIIEHHO IIpSIMbIe, a HE KyApSBBIE, KaK IUKTYET
Mona, u bertnHa ux HeHaBunena. B 1mkone oHa BhIge-
JISIIach Cpeay APYTUX POCTOM, M IOIPYTU APa3HWIN €€
3a 9T0. B meBsgTHamuarth jeT beTTuHA cTana XymeHbKOM
U CTPONHOM; Ipydb, XOTS U HeOoJblIAs, OblIa YIPYroi
1 Xopoleil GopMbI, HO HOTY CJIMIIKOM JIJIMHHEIE, a Oe-
Ipa... beTTnHe BeYHO IMPUXOIWIOCH ITOIOMBATH I0OKU
BaToii. Ho meBylike HpaBMJIOCH, KOIZIa MaTh Ha3bIBajia
ee KpacaBWlIell, XOTSI oHa camMa 3ToMmy He Bepuiia. Ko-
HEYHO, MaMa TaK JIIo0ujIa J04Yb, YTO CUMTAlIa e JIyJIneit
n3 neBymek. ['ocmomu, Kak oHa OyIeT XUTh 0e3 MeHs,
nmomymana berrtuna.

BertnHy coBceM He BCTpeBOXUI paccka3 2Koccenb.
ITouemy-TO OoHa 4yyBCTBOBaJIa ceOs Tak, OyATO C IYILIU
CHSIU TskKoe OpeMs. OHa ObLia... HE3aKOHHOPOXKIEH -
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Hoii. Ho kakoe 310 nMeeT 3HaueHue? Hukro, kpome Ma-
Tepu, He 3HaJ 00 3ToM. KoHeyHO, MaTh OblLj1a ObI cUyacT-
JuBa, eciu O0bl BepHyJcda PailaH. UTto ¢ HUM ciyyuyioch?
IToru6 npu Kopabnekpymenun? Yout?! Mnu no-npex-
HeMy 0OpO3IMT MOpPS B OMCKaxX OOraTCTB, KOTOPhIE Ha-
MepeBaeTCsl IPUBE3TU MaTepu? A MOXKET, ellle BEepHeTCs
1 OHU mpueayT K Heil Ha CeH-MapTeH!

Ho Bce at0 mycthie MeuThl! Hy>XHO AyMaTh O KM3HU,
KoTopas xaeT Brnepeau. KakoB oH, ee Oymymuii Mmyx?
Toncteiii? Xynoit? Beicokuii uim KopoTbilika? A BAPYT
Mouion U KkpacuB? I'1aBHOe, OH BbIOpal UMEHHO beTTuHy
U Xo4eT XKeHUThcs! Hy>XXHO ITOMHUTE 3TO.

JeByIlKa 3eBHYJIa, IIOAOIIIA K ITOCTENIM U 3abpajach
o ogesuio. Ho mpolio MHOro BpeMeHH, Ipexkae 4eM
K HEW TIPUILIET COH.

FJ\aBa 3

— IIpocaucs! I1pocuncs, berrna!

JeByiiKa OBICTPO OTKpBLIA IJIa3a, HO TYT Xe BCIIOM-
HUJIa, KaKOM CerogHs nIeHb. Yepe3 HECKOIbKO YaCOB OHA
HaBCeraa IIOKMHET POTHOM JOM.

— 4 Bemena 3TUM QypaM TOPHUYHBIM pa30OyouTh Te-
0s1 mopaHblle, — Tpogoixana XKocceanb. — Ho oHu,
KOHEYHO, BCE IIPOIYCKAIOT MUMO YIIeil. XOpoIlo ellle,
XOTh YTO-TO YCIIeJIM cIesiaTh 3a Mecsi! Bce cayru 3aBu-
nytoT Mamien! MHe Oyder Tak ee He XBaTaTb, HO TeOe
OHa HYXHee.

OHa B3IJIsSIHYJA Ha IOYb IJ1a3aMU, IOJHBIMU CJIE3.

— O, bertuna, kak 6pIcTpO TIposieTesio Bpems! ThI
ye3xKaelllb, YTOObl Ha4aTh HOBYIO KU3Hb.

— Ho 18I cama cka3ana, Mama, 3TO HE HaBcerma, —
HanmoMHMJIa beTTwHa, CBeCMB ¢ KpOBaTW IJIWHHBIE,
CTPOMHBIE HOTHU.
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— Ha, HO Bce paBHO pasjiykKa OydeT MOJITO.

— Ilpunmer neHb, MaMa, 1 MBI BHOBb OyIeM BmecTe!

— O, 3aueM AHape BbIOpaa TeOe B MYXbSl 4YesOoBe-
Ka, KOTOPhIH XXUBET TaK gajieko? — 3apblgana XKoccelb,
JIoMasi pyKu, HO ITOHSIB, YTO BCe OECIOJIE3HO, YCIIOKOM-
Jmack. — YTo X, U3MEHUTh HMYETro Helib3d. HyxXHo co-
OupaThcs; Yepe3 JIBa 4yaca Thl yesxkaellnb. [ne atu rop-
HUYHBbIE?!

bertuna 3acmesinace.

— HOJXHO OBbITh, B KyxHe — OOJTalOT O MOEM ITyTe-
mectBuM. Bece mouemy-To mymarot, yto Ha CeH-MaprteHe
TaK MHTepeCcHO XuTh! K ToMy Xe s1 caMa MOTY OIeThCS.
Th1 3a0bIBacllb, B MOHACTHIPE I 00X0aUIach 0€3 CIIYT.

Hakonen MosSIBUIMCH CIYKaHKW M, BBICIYIIAB BbI-
rosop ZKoccellb, MOCHEIININ IPUTOTOBUTH ILIAThE, KO-
Topoe beTTnmHa moikHa OBLIa HaAeTh JJIST MYyTEIIeCTBUS
B CeH-Majno — moOpT, OTKyda OTIIPABIISIJICI KOpaOJb.
OnHa M3 JOeByIIeK IMPUHECa BOAYy IJIsg BaHHBI beTTu-
HbI, U BCKOpPE Bce ObLIO TOTOBO K oTbe3ny. M berTtnHa
1 MamjieH onenuch AOBOJBHO TEIIO, IIOTOMY YTO CTO-
sI71 OKTSIOph M AyJ nenstHoii BeTep. ZKoccenb yxXe kmana
y BXoda; AHIpe BBIIIE ITOCAeHMM. bonbloil skumax,
cnenuaabHO KYyIUIEHHBIM mist moe3nku B CeH-Maio,
0BT 3ampspKeH IIEeCTEPKOM YroJabHO-YEePHBIX JIOIIAIei;
MHOXECTBO CYHIYKOB M HEOOJBbIION SIIMYEK C 30JI0-
TOM, MPUAAHBIM BeTTWHBI, OBIIM MpPUBS3aHbLI HAaBEPXY.
HeByiika ycejach psIIOM C MaTepblo M 3aKphblja Tiiasa.
[locmenHre OHU TPOLUIM B YXACHOM CymMaroxe; OHa
U CIyXXaHKU TPYOWIWCH Hal MPUOAHBEIM C yTpa IO Be-
yepa. boiblle Bcero BpeMEHHM YIIJIO Ha IOABEHEYHOE
IUIaThe, 3aTO TIOJIYIWJICS HACTOSIIMI IIeAeBp — U BCe,
KTO TIPUHUMAJT YYaCTHE B IIIUThE, TOPAUIUCH IEJIOM PYK
CBOUX.

Ha gexite 3 KkpeMoBaToO-0€JI0T0 aT/Iaca KpacHuBO BbI-
JeJISIIOCh TOHKOE KpyxXeBo. M3AIIHEBIN pa3pe3 criepenu
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