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To my mum,
Nellie, for not being like Bridget’s

New Year’s Resolutions

I will not
Drink more than fourteen alcohol units a week.

Smoke.

Waste money on: pasta-makers, ice-cream machines or
other culinary devices which will never use; books by unreadable
literary authors to put impressively on shelves, exotic underwear,
since pointless as have no boyfriend.

Behave skittishly around the house, but instead imagine
others are watching.

Spend more than earn.
Allow in-tray to rage out of control.

Fall for any of following: alcoholics, workaholics,
commitment phobics, people with girlfriends or wives,
misogynists, megalomaniacs, chauvinists, emotional fuckwits
or freeloaders, perverts.

Get annoyed with Mum, Una Alconbury or Perpetua.

Get upset over men, but instead be poised and cool ice-
queen.

Have crushes on men, but instead form relationships based
on mature assessment of character

Bitch about anyone behind their backs, but be positive
about everyone.

Obsess about Daniel Cleaver as pathetic to have a crush on
boss in manner of Miss Moneypenny or similar.



Moeti mame Hennu 3a mo,
4o OHA He noxoxa Ha mamy Bpudscum

IImanbl Ha HOBBIN I'OJT

A He pomxHa

BeinuBaThb 607ee YeTbIpHAALIATI OPLNIT CIMPTHOTO B He-
Teto.

Kyputs.

Bri6paceiBaTh ieHbIY Ha TEXHUKY J/IsI IPUTOTOBICHUS
IaCThbl, MOPOXXEHOTO I IIpOYMe KyXOHHBIE YCTPOIICTBA, KOTO-
PBIMU HUKOTZIA He ITO/Ib3YI0Ch; KHUTY 3aYMHBIX aBTOPOB, KOTO-
pble TOfATCSA TOMBKO IS TOTO, YTOOBI KPACHBO CTOSTD Ha IOJI-
Ke; SpOTMYHOE HIDKHee Oe/lbe — IPY OTCYTCTBUM JIMYHOI
JKI3HY CMBIC/TAa HMKAKOTO.

YcTpanBarb foMa KaBapfak: Hy>KHO IPe[ICTaB/IATD, 4TO A
B KBapTHpe He OfHa.

Tpatute 60rnblile, 4eM 3apabaThIBaIo.

HemunocepaHO OTHOCUTBCA K IIOYTOBOMY AMIMKY: HENb34,
4TOOBI OH HABW/ICS MUCBMaMIA.

Bro6/14TbCs B @/IKOTONIMKOB, TPYRAOTONNKOB, BETPEHBIX
TUIIOB, HECBOOOJHBIX MY>K4MH, )XeHOHEHaBYICTHUKOB, CaMO-
BJII00/IEHHBIX U/IIOTOB, BBICOKOMEPHBIX KPETIHOB, MOPa/IbHbIX
[apasuToB, a/IbPOHCOB, N3BPAICHIIEB.

Paspgpaxarbcs Ha Mamy, FOHY Onkon6epnu u Ilepreryio.

[TepexxuBaTh U3-3a MYXXYMH; HAIIpOTUB, HY>KHO BCETna
OBITH MCIIONHEHHOI OCTOMHCTBA 1 XOTOZHOM OTCTPaHEHHO-
CTIL

BesnymHuo Bro6/saThes. Hafo cTponTs OTHOIIEHNS Ha 6ase
Tpe3BOJ OLIEHKU INYHOCTIL.

I[TepembIBaTh KOCTY 3HAKOMBIM, BMECTO 3TOTO CTIEeTyeT CTa-
paTtbcs BO BCexX BUAIETD XOpolllee.

CoxnyTtb 1o [Isumeny Knusepy, IOoTOMy 4TO HET HUYETO
I/IyTIee, YeM, KaK MIcC MaHNUIIeHHM, BTIOPUTHCS B Ha4aIbHMKA.
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Sulk about having no boyfriend, but develop inner poise
and authority and sense of self as woman of substance, complete
without boyfriend, as best way to obtain boyfriend

I will

Stop smoking.

Drink no more than fourteen alcohol units a week.

Reduce circumference of thighs by 3 inches (i.e. 1'/, inches
each), using anti-cellulite diet.

Purge flat of all extraneous matter.

Give all clothes which have not worn for two years or more
to homeless.

Improve career and find new job with potential.

Save up money in form of savings. Poss start pension also.

Be more confident.

Be more assertive.

Make better use of time.

Not go out every night but stay in and read books and listen
to classical music.

Give proportion of earnings to charity.

Be kinder and help others more.

Eat more pulses.

Get up straight away when wake up in mornings.

Go to gym three times a week not merely to buy sandwich.

Put photographs in photograph albums.

Make up compilation ‘mood’ tapes so can have tapes ready
with all favourite romantic/dancing/rousing/feminist etc. tracks
assembled instead of turning into drink-sodden DJ-style person
with tapes scattered all over floor.

Form functional relationship with responsible adult.

Learn to programme video.
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CrpafaTb OT OTCYTCTBUA INYHOI xusHU. Heobxomumo
pa3BUBAaTb YBaXkeHIe K cefe, 9yBCTBO COOCTBEHHOTO JOCTOMH-
CTBA U YYUTHCS BOCIPUHMMATD Cebst KaK CaMOJOCTATOYHYIO
XKEHILMHY, KOTOpasi MOJHOLeHHA I 6€3 MY>XUMHBI, — T. K. 9TO
T4t CTIOCO0 00peCcTy MY>KUMHY.

A pomxHa

bpocuts kypurs.

BoinuBath He 6ojee YeThIpHAALATY IOPLUIL aIKOTOMS
B HEJIEIO.

YMmeHbIINTD 00BeM bGefiep Ha 8 ¢M (T. e. Ha 4 CM KaxKfoe),
CeB Ha aHTULIEJUTIONINTHYIO AMETY.

YnanuTb U3 KBapTUPB! MHOPORHBIE IPEMETHI.

Otparb 6e3TOMHBIM BCIO OfEX[Y, KOTOPYIO He HafleBasa
IBa roja My OoJbIIe.

3aHATbCA Kapbepoli M HaliTU HOBYIO IEPCIEKTUBHYIO pa-
6orty.

HauaTb oTKIambIBaTh JeHbIM. BO3M., HauaTh KOIMUTH Ha
IIEHCUIO.

Cratb 6071ee yBepeHHOI1 B cebe.

Hayunrbcs cTOATD Ha CBOEM.

[TpaBuibHEE PACHOPSDKATHCS BPEMEHEM.

[TpexpaTuTh MIATATHCS KaXK/IBIN Bedep 0 Kade 1 BeUepyH-
KaM, a 60ojIblile HAXOAUTBCS JOMa, YNTATh KHUTY U CITyIIATh
MY3BIKY.

OtpgaBaTh 9acTb 3apaboTKa Ha 67TATOTBOPUTENBHOCTb.

BeITh HOOpee U MOMOraTh IPYIUM.

Ectb 607blile K/I€TYATKIN.

BcraBarh yTpoM cpasy, Kak IIPOCHY/IACh.

XomuTh B CIIOPT3ajl TPU pasa B HEHEII0 — U HE IPOCTO
94TOOBI KYIIUTDb COH/BUY.

Pasnoxuts dororpadun no aapb6oMaM.

CocraBnTb HOBOOPKI MY3BIKI «II0 HACTPOEHNIO»: POMAH-
TUYECKOM, TaHIIeBa/TIbHOI, 6y171H0171, dbemuHMCTCKOI U T. [I., —
4TOOBI He METAThCsI, KAK OYYMETbIIl IbsIHBIN ANUIKEN Cpenu
PacKUaHHbIX 110 IOy KacCerT.

CcdopmupoBats 3OPOBBIIL COI03 CO 3PeTIbIM M OTBETCTBEH-
HBIM IIPEfCTABUTEIEM MY>KCKOTO IIOJIa.

Hayuutbcst cTaBUTD BUEO Ha 3aINCh.
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JANUARY

An Exceptionally Bad Start

Sunday 1 January

9st 3 (but post-Christmas), alcohol units 14 (but effectively
covers 2 days as 4 hours of party was on New Year’s Day),
cigarettes 22, calories 5424.

Food consumed today:

2 pkts Emmenthal cheese slices

14 cold new potatoes

2 Bloody Marys (count as food as contain Worcester sauce
and tomatoes)

'/, Ciabatta loaf with Brie coriander leaves — '/, packet

12 Milk Tray (best to get rid of all Christmas confectionery
in one go and make fresh start tomorrow)

13 cocktail sticks securing cheese and pineapple

Portion Una Alconbury’s turkey curry, peas and bananas

Portion Una Alconbury’s Raspberry Surprise made with
Bourbon biscuits, tinned raspberries, eight gallons of whipped
cream, decorated with glace cherries and angelica.

Noon. London: my flat. Ugh. The last thing on earth I feel
physically, emotionally or mentally equipped to do is drive to
Una and Geoffrey Alconbury’s New Year’s Day Turkey Curry
Buffet in Grafton Underwood. Geoftrey and Una Alconbury are
my parents” best friends and, as Uncle Geoffrey never tires of
reminding me, have known me since I was running round the
lawn with no clothes on. My mother rang up at 8.30 in the
morning last August Bank Holiday and forced me to promise
to go. She approached it via a cunningly circuitous route.

‘Oh, hello, darling. I was just ringing to see what you wanted
for Christmas’
‘Christmas?
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SJHBAPD

Hauaso xy>xe HeKya

Bockpecenne, 1 AHBapsa

58,5 ke (Ho amo nocne Poxodecmaa), ankozonv: 14 nopy,.
(Ho amo, no cymu, 3a déa OHs1, nomomy umo Ha 1 aHeaps npu-
WUCL nocnedHue uemoipe uaca scmpenu Hosoeo 200a), cueape-
mou: 22, kanopuu: 5424.

Ceropnsa cbefieHo:

2 ymax. cblpa «JMMeEHTa/lb» B Hape3Ke

14 xomopHbIX KapTodenuu

2 «KpoBaBbIx Mapu» (cunTaeM 3a ey, IOTOMY 4TO TaM
BYCTEPCKMUII COYC U HOMUOPHI)

non6aToHa Y1MabaTThl C CBIPOM 6pu

JIUCThS KMH3bI — IO/IIIaKeTa

IIOKO/IA/{HOe accopT: 12 (JIydilre co BCeMMU pOXeCTBeH-
CKVMM CHafOCTAMM PasfeNaTbCs OJHMM MaxoM ¥ 3aBTpa Ha-
YaTh HOBYIO )K/3Hb)

13 xaHare c CbIpOM U aHaHaCaMU

1 mopILusA TYLIEHON UH/EHKY, C TOPOXOM U OHaHaHAMMU

1 nopums Topra «ManMHOBBI CIOpHIpPK3» (ILIOKOJIALHBIN
OVICKBUT, KOHCEPBUPOBAaHHAsA MaJIVHA, IeHTHeP B3OUTDIX C/IN-
BOK, YKpallleH MOPO>KeHbIMI BUIITHAMMI).

Ionpens. lonpon. Mos kBapTpa. Y. MeHblle Bcero
Ha CBeTe MHe ceifyac X04eTcs CajuThCs 3a Py/Ib U eXaTh Ha
HOBOTroAHI0I0 nHpeiky K F0ue u xepdpn Onkonbepn B Ipad-
ToH-AHpiepByA. [hxedpdpu n FOna Onkonbepyu — nyune gpy-
3bsI MOUX POJUTeENIEN U, KaK IIOCTOSTHHO HAIIOMMHAET MHe JISAfIs
xeddpu, 3HAIOT MEHSI el1le C TeX HOP, KaK 51 TOIBIIIOM Oerana
IO y>Kalike. B OiMH U3 aBI'yCTOBCKMX BBIXOAHBIX B 8.30 yTpa
MHe IT03BOHM/Ia MaMa ¥ BBIYAM/IA y MeHs oOelljaHue Ipyexarh.
Bocnonp3oBanach OHa /I 9TOTO XUTPHIM OOXOHBIM MaHeB-
pom.

— 31paBCTBYIl, JOUeHbKA. 3BOHIO y3HATB, YTO Tebe mofa-
puTh Ha PoxxpecTso.

— Ha Poxcdecmeo?!
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‘Would you like a surprise, darling?’

‘No!" I bellowed. ‘Sorry. I mean..

‘T wondered if youd like a set of wheels for your suitcase.

‘But I haven’t got a suitcase’

‘Why don’t I get you a little suitcase with wheels attached.
You know, like air hostesses have’

Tve already got a bag’

‘Oh, darling, you can’t go around with that tatty green
canvas thing. You look like some sort of Mary Poppins person
who's fallen on hard times. Just a little compact case with a pull-
out handle. It’s amazing how much you can get in. Do you want
it in navy on red or red on navy?’

‘Mum. It’s eight thirty in the morning. It's summer. It's —
very hot. I don’t want an air-hostess bag’

‘Julie Enderby’s got one. She says she never uses anything
else’

‘Who’s Julie Enderby?’

“You know Julie, darling! Mavis Enderby’s daughter. Julie!
The one that’s got that super-dooper job at Arthur Andersen...

‘Mum..]

‘Always takes it on her trips..]

T dor’t want a little bag with wheels on’

TNl tell you what. Why don’t Jamie, Daddy and I all club
together and get you a proper new big suitcase and a set of
wheels?’

Exhausted, I held the phone away from my ear, puzzling
about where the missionary luggage-Christmas-gift zeal had
stemmed from. When I put the phone back she was saying:
‘..In actual fact, you can get them with a compartment with
bottles for your bubble bath and things. The other thing
I thought of was a shopping trolley’

‘Is there anything you’d like for Christmas?’ I said
desperately, blinking in the dazzling Bank Holiday sunlight.

‘No, no, she said airily. T've got everything / need. Now,
darling, she suddenly hissed, ‘you will be coming to Geoftrey
and Una’s New Year’s Day Turkey Curry Buffet this year, won't
you?’

‘Ah. Actually, I..” T panicked wildly. What could I pretend
to be doing? °..think I might have to work on New Year’s Day.

“That doesn’t matter. You can drive up after work. Oh, did
I mention? Malcolm and Elaine Darcy are coming and bringing
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— Tl >xe X0o4elIb YTO-HUOYAb HeOObIIHOE?

— Het! — saBonma . — To ecTb... U3BMHH, 5 IPOCTO...

— Moxer 6bITb, TeOe IOFAPUTD KOIECUKI /151 YeMOfaHa?

— Y MeH1 Xe HeT YeMOJjaHa.

— Bort! Torga MoxxHO mopapuTh Tebe YeMOJaH — U Cpasy
¢ Konecukamu. Takoil, KaK y cTioapzecc.

— V¥ MeHs1, Boo6111e-TO, eCTb CyMKa.

— JloueHbKa, HY Ky/ia TOIMTCSA 3Ta 3e7leHas XOMII0Bas TOp-
6a! Tbl ¢ Hell TOX0XKa Ha BIaBIIYIo B HuleTy Mapy [TonmnuHc.
I pyroe feno HeOOMBIIION AKKYPATHBII YeMOJaHUMK C BHIIBIIK-
HOJI Py4KOIll. A CKOJIbKO Bcero B Hero Bie3aer! Tebe kaxoii:
CUHEHbKIIT C KPACHEHbKUM VIV KPAaCHEHBKUI C CMHEHBKIUM?

— Mawma. Ceitvac mongesaroro yrpa. Jlero. Kapa. Mue He
HY>XeH 4eMOJjaH KaK y CTI0apHecchl.

— V¥ Ixymu SHpepbu ecTb Takoir. OHa MM yXacHO JO-
BOJIbHA.

— Kro raxas [y Oupep6u?

— Tt uto, He moMHMb rcynu? louka MeitBuc DHpepOn.
Y Hee elie 60/bIIast JODKHOCTD B «APTyp AHJepCeH». ..

— Mawma...

— OHa Bcerfia ¢ HUM B KOMaHJVIPOBKM €3[UT. ..

— MHe He Hy’>keH 4eMOJIaH Ha KOJIeCHKax.

— 3Haellb 4YTO, laBaii-Ka MbI C Iaroi u J[>keiiMu Bce BMe-
CTe CKMHeMCS 11 KyIuM Tebe OT/INYHBII O0/IbIIOT YeMOfjaH —
U C Kojlecukamu!

B n3HeMOXXeHUU A OTBeNa TPyOKY OT yXa, pasMbILIAL,
B 4eM KPOIOTCS VICTMHHBIE IPUYMHBI 3TOI POXK/IECTBEHCKO-6a-
raxHoit axxuranyu. Korga s cHoBa mopHecna Tpyoky K yxy,
MaMa FOBOPIJIA: «...a ellle B HUX ObIBaeT CIIelManbHOe OT/iele-
HUe [yl MAaMIIYHBYMKOB. [[pyruM BapMaHTOM y MeHs OblTa
MarasyHHas TelleXKar.

— A mut uTO X04emb Ha PoXXaecTBO? — B OTYAAHNM CIIPO-
CMJIa £, )KMYPA I71a3a OT PKOTO aBTyCTOBCKOTO COMHIIA.

— AX, 4TO TBI, — CKa3aja OHa 6€33a00THO, — Y MeH: eCTh
Bce uTO Hy>KHO. KcTaTu, JoueHbKa, — BAPYT 3allINIIe/la OHa, —
Tbl Be/lb B 3TOM IOy IpMeJielllb Ha HOBOTOJHIOWN MHTENKY
K xepdpu n I0ne Onkonbepn?

— Boob1ie-T0 51... — TYT 51 CTaIa CyOPOXKHO COOOpaxKaTs,
yeM Ke MOTy OKa3aThCA 3aHATA, — HaBepPHO, OYIYy [epBOTo AH-
Baps paboTaTh.

— Hy, aTo He cTpamHO. MoxXelb nogbexaTh 1 IOCIE pa-
6otbl. Kcraty, A Tebe rosopmna? Tam 6ynyT Manbkonbm
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Mark with them. Do you remember Mark, darling? He’s one of
those top-notch barristers. Masses of money. Divorced. It
doesn’t start till eight’

Oh God. Not another strangely dressed opera freak with
bushy hair burgeoning from a side-parting. ‘Mum, I've told you.
I don’t need to be fixed up with..]

‘Now come along, darling. Una and Geoffrey have been
holding the New Year Buffet since you were running round the
lawn with no clothes on! Of course you're going to come. And
you'll be able to use your new suitcase’

11.45 p.m. Ugh. First day of New Year has been day of
horror. Cannot quite believe I am once again starting the year
in a single bed in my parents” house. It is too humiliating at my
age. I wonder if they’ll smell it if T have a fag out of the window.
Having skulked at home all day, hoping hangover would clear,
I eventually gave up and set off for the Turkey Curry Buffet far
too late. When I got to the Alconburys’ and rang their entire-
tune-of-town-hall-clock-style doorbell I was still in a strange
world of my own — nauseous, vile-headed, acidic. I was also
suffering from road-rage residue after inadvertently getting on
to the M6 instead of the M1 and having to drive halfway to
Birmingham before I could find anywhere to turn round. I was
so furious I kept jamming my foot down to the floor on the
accelerator pedal to give vent to my feelings, which is very
dangerous. I watched resignedly as Una Alconbury’s form —
intriguingly deformed through the ripply glass door-bore down
on me in a fuchsia two-piece.

‘Bridget! Wed almost given you up for lost! Happy New
Year! Just about to start without you’

She seemed to manage to kiss me, get my coat off, hang it
over the banister, wipe her lipstick off my cheek and make me
feel incredibly guilty all in one movement, while I leaned against
the ornament shelf for support.

‘Sorry. I got lost.
‘Lost? Durr! What are we going to do with you? Come
on in!’
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n OneitH Japcu u ¢ HuMu Mapk. Tl noMHNIIb Mapka, Jo4eHb-
ka? OH ycremHblit agBokaT. Kyua gener. Passegen. Hauano
B BOCEMb.

Boxxe. OnsATh Kakoit-HMOYAb CTPAHHO OXETHIN TI0OUTEND
OIlepbl € MANOTCKOI IPUIECKOIL.

— Mawma, 51 Te6e y>xe roopuna. He Hazo MeHs HU ¢ KeM
CBOJMTD...

— Hy xBatur, npuesxaii, fodeHpka. I0na u xepppn
ycTpauBaioT y cebsa HoBblil Tof ¢ Tex mop, Kak Thl TOMIBIIIOM
6erasa mo myxaiike. Tol 00s13aTenbHO npuepern. V yemonan
KaK pa3 IPUTOAUTCA.

23.45. Y. IlepBblit leHb HOBOTO rOfja MHAYe KaK KOIIMa-
poM He HasoBellb. [IpocTo He BepUTCA: 5 OIATb HAYMHAIO TOf
B OJJHOCITIA/IbHOJ KPOBaT! B POUTENTBLCKOM floMe. B MoeM BO3-
pacTe 3TO IIPOCTO YHU3UTEIbHO. VIHTepeCHO, OHM YYYIOT, eC/IU
4 nokypio B okHo? Ilocne Bcrpeun HoBoro roga A masnach
ZoMa [TOXMeJIbeM, B UTOre CIa/ach 1 pelInya Bce-TaKu IoexXaThb
Ha MHJIEVIKY, XOTb OBUIO y>Ke 03AHOoBaTO. K TOMy MOMeHTY Kak
A fodpanack o foma ONKOHO6epY 1 HaXka/la Ha KHOIIKY 3BOHKA,
IPOUTPABILEro MHe LIe/IMKOM MeIOAMIO OallleHHBIX YacoB, BCe
IPU3HAKM TTOXMEJIbsA NMO-TIPEXKHEMY COXPaHANNCH: TOUIHOTA,
rojIoBHas 60JIb, KUCIBII IPUBKYC BO pTy. K TOMY Xe 1 emte He
OTOIITa OT IPUCTYTIA APOCTHU, KOTOPHII OXBATU/ MEHA IO I0-
pore, Korga BMecTo 1mocce M1 s 1o HeBHUMATe/IbHOCTH BbIeX-
asa Ha M6 11, 4TOOBI TOBEpHY Th Ha3aJl, MHE IIPUIIIOCH 10€XaTh
4yTb /1M He 1o bupMuHrema. £ gaBuia Ha nefiajb ra3a M30 BCex
CIJL, TIBITAACD JaTh BBIXOJ, CBOEI! 37100€, a 3TO 0. OIACHO.

V1 BOT 51 HIOKOPHO CMOTPIO, KaK 33 CTEK/IAHHON JBEPbIO BbI-
pucosbiBatorcs odepranus IOub OnKoHOepU — BOJHMCTOE
CTEK/IO O4€Hb IPUYYAINBO UX VICKa3UIIO, — U OHa, B KOCTIOMe
nBeTa QyKcuy, HabpacelBaeTCsl Ha MEHA.

— Bpumxur! A Mbl y>x rymany, Tel coBceM npomnana! C Ho-
BbIM roiom! UyTb 6b110 6€3 TeOs1 He Havasm.

B onHy ceKyHIy OHa ycIesa IOLeIoBaTh MeHs, B3ATh
MoO€ IaJIbTO, IOBECUTDb €ro Ha BeUIajKy, CTepeTb ¢ Moel
IeKV IIOMaJy M 3aCTaBUTh MeH:A MOYYBCTBOBATH ce0A yrKac-
HO BMHOBATOIL.

— VIsBunurte. I BpIeXasa He Ha TO 1IOCCE.

— He na T0 mocce? Ox, Hy 4TO e HaM ¢ TOOOII fenmaTb?
ITovimem!
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She led me through the frosted-glass doors into the lounge,
shouting, ‘She got lost, everyone!”

‘Bridget! Happy New Year!” said Geoftrey Alconbury, clad
in a yellow diamond-patterned sweater. He did a jokey Bruce
Forsyth step then gave me the sort of hug which Boots would
send straight to the police station.

‘Hahumph, he said, going red in the face and pulling his
trousers up by the waistband. “‘Which junction did you come oft at?’

‘Tunction nineteen, but there was a diversion...

‘TJunction nineteen! Una, she came off at Junction nineteen!
You've added an hour to your journey before you even started.
Come on, let’s get you a drink. How’s your love-life, anyway?’

Oh God. Why can’t married people understand that this is
no longer a polite question to ask? We wouldn’t rush up to them
and roar, ‘How’s your marriage going? Still having sex?” Everyone
knows that dating in your thirties is not the happy-go-lucky
free-for-all it was when you were twenty-two and that the honest
answer is more likely to be, ‘Actually, last night my married lover
appeared wearing suspenders and a darling little Angora crop-
top, told me he was gay/a sex addict/a narcotic addict/a
commitment phobic and beat me up with a dildo, than, ‘Super,
thanks’

Not being a natural Bar, I ended up mumbling shamefacedly
to Geoftrey, ‘Fine; at which point he boomed, ‘So you still haven’t
got a feller!’

‘Bridget! What are we going to do with you!” said Una. ‘You
career girls! I don’t know! Can't put it off for ever, you know.
Tick-tock-tick-tock’

“Yes. How does a woman manage to get to your age without
being married?’ roared Brian Enderby (married to Mavis, used
to be president of the Rotary in Kettering), waving his sherry in
the air. Fortunately my dad rescued me.

Tm very pleased to see you, Bridget, he said, taking my
arm. ‘Your mother has the entire Northamptonshire
constabulary poised to comb the county with toothbrushes
for your dismembered remains. Come and demonstrate your
presence so I can start enjoying myself. How’s the be-wheeled
suitcase?’

‘Big beyond all sense. How are the ear-hair dippers?’
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Ona npoBesna MeHs 4epes3 CTeK/LTHHbIE IBEePY B TOCTUHYIO
U 3aKpMyasa:

— CrplmnTe, OHa BbleXaza He Ha TO mocce!

— bpumxut! C HoBbIM rogom! — nonpuBeTcTBOBAI MEHA
Ixeddpu OnkoHbOepy, HaPSDKEHHBIN B SKEJITBII CBUTEP C pOM-
6amy. OH UTPKBO MOAOLIET KO MHE ¥ OOHSI TaK, 4TO Apyras
Ha MO€eM MecTe BbI3Basia OBl OMULINIO.

— KxM-KkxM, — pousHec OH, KpacHesl ¥ IOATATUBas Opro-
KIL. — A C KaKoJl pa3BsI3KM ThI Bble3Kaa’?

— C JleBATHAAL[ATOl, HO TIOTOM ObLT 00BE3 I. ..

— C JeBsarnapuaroii! OHa Bble3xana ¢ [leBAaTHammaTo!
Ja TbI ¢ camoro HavasIa yajMHWIa cebe gopory Ha yac! Hy, moii-
IeM st Haybio Tebe BrinuTh. Kak Ha mo6oBHOM GpoHTe?

O eocnoou. Tlouemy >xeHaTbIe MOV He HOHMMAIOT, YTO Ta-
KX BOIIPOCOB Henb3s 3afjaBarb? K HMM ke HMKTO He mofbe-
raeT 1 He opeT: «Hy, kak cemeitHas xu3Hb? CeKCcOM ellje 3aHU-
MaeTech?» BceM ke M3BECTHO, YTO, KOrja Tebe 3a TpUALATh,
JIMYHAas XM3HD MPeIIoaraeT y>ke Kyja MeHblie 6e33a60THO-
CTU, YeM B OBafiLlaTh ABa. YecTHBIN OTBET HA TAaKOI BOIPOC
CKOpee IIPO3BYYUT TakK: «Buepa Mot )keHaTbI TI0OOBHUK 3as1-
BIUICS KO MHE B CHIMIIATIYHOM MaeydKe 1 MosICe [ IYJIOK, IpH-
3HAJICS, YTO OH Teli (BapMaHTBL: CeKCyaTbHBII MaHbSK, HAPKO-
MaH) 1 ITOKOJIOTM/I MEeH: VCKYCCTBEHHBIM WIEHOM». A BOBCe
He «OTINYHO, criacubol».

Bpartb s He yMelo, I03TOMY CMYIIEHHO IIPOMAMINIA «BCe
XOPOILIO», I OH IPOPOKOTAIT:

— Tax y Tebs1 Ho-TIpe)kKHEMY HeT mapHsi!

— Bpumxunt! Yro >xe HaM ¢ TOOOIT ienmaTh? — 3acyeTuIach
IOna. — Bot ubiHemnye gesyuiku! ITpsamo He sHato. [Jo 6ecko-
HEYHOCTM HeJIb3s OTK/IAIbIBaTh! YacuKu-TO TUKAOT!

— Jla. Kax MoXeT >KeHIIMHA JOXUTDb JO TBOUX JIeT U He
BBIITHU 3aMyx? — mpopokoTan bpaitan Dugepbu (Myx Meii-
BIIC, ObIBIINIT IpesufeHT KnyOa «Potapu» B Kertepuure), nox-
HsAB 6OKAJI C Ieppu.

K c4acTbio, MeHA crac nmama.

— Kak 51 pag tebs Bupets, Bpumxut, — ckasan oH, 6eps
MeHA Nof pyKy. — Mama 4yTb He Bcex nomuueiickux Hopt-
XeMITTOHIINpA TOCTaBW/Ia Ha YIINU U OTIPaBU/IA IPOYEChIBATD
MeCTHOCTDb B IIOJMCKAX TBOETO pacwIeHeHHOro Tpyma. Hy-ka,
IIOKaXXNCh MHe, Kpacasuiia. Kak uemopman?

— OrpoMHBIT IOHENb3A. A KaK IUITYVKY JJIsL BOJIOC
B ymuax?



