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Iraea 1

Ieopeu Yaiimxonn
Becrna 1685 200a

— Jloub MOS, ThI A€BULIA, U 1 HE JOTIYIILY, YTOOBI Thl y4acT-
BOBaJia B CPAKEHUSIX.

Meitpu Makrperop, cTost paoM ¢ oTIOM B baHkeTHOM
3aJie ABOPIIA YaUTXOJ1, OTBETHIIA €My B3IJISIZIOM, TIOJTHBIM THeBa
¥ pa3zodapoBaHus. Jla, oHa IeByIKa, HO, YepT BO3bMU, pa3Be
3TO MPUYMHA, YTOOBI OCTABJIATH €€ 3[1€Ch, KOTAa BCE POACTBEH-
HUKU YTPOM OTITPABSITCS TOMOI?

Yto u3 TOro, 4To AeByllKa, KOTopyio OpaT Po6 BeIpBan
M3 pyK rojutaHackoro agmupana Iurepa [inza B ab6aTcTBe
Casaroro Xpucrodopa, — I104b KOpoJjs fJKoBa 1 ceiiyac Ha-
npasisieTcs B Kamoxmmu? Ecy Bparu mpuHIIeCCh OpOCSITCS
3a Hell B IOTOHIO 1 HAaIlaayT Ha pomHOoi noM Meiipu, To oHa
X04YeT ObITh TAM Y BMECTE CO BCEMU OTpaXkaTh HarajeHue.

Ho cymecTBoBaa 6oj1ee BakHasi IpUUMHA €€ HeXXeTaHusI
octaBaTbcs B AHIIMU. U esio He B TOM, UTO 3/1eCh HACTOSIIIEe
TEKJIO, HE B TOM, YTO apUCTOKPAThI, CUISIIIUE PSIOM C HEll IO
OrPOMHBIMHU (ppecKaMu XyIOXHHKA-TIPOTECTaHTa, CBbICOKA
CMOTPAT Ha €€ TOPCKUIA HapsiJ U HeJleTble MaHEePHI.

— Orell, eciy 3TOT TrOJUIAHACKUI agMupall HamajeT Ha
KamiioxiuH, st ToxXe Xouy ¢ HUM cpaxaThbCsi!
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Makrperop ¢ yKacoM B3IJISIHYJI Ha 104b. Y JeBYIIKH 000-
pBaJIOCh Cepalie.

— He cwmeii maxxe ToBopuTh 00 3TOM!

— Ho Bam u3BecTHO, YTO SI YMEIO IepXaTh KIMHOK! —
3anajJbuyMBO BBIKPUKHYIa Melpy M 3acTynuia I0pory OTILy,
KOT/1a TOT XOTeJ IPOUTH MUMO.

Jla, oHa BiiajieeT opyXueM 1 He poOeeT repe] BparaMmu.
Ei1 He pa3 ciyyanoch OTBeUaTh yaapoM Ha yjaap, ¥ BOBCe He
Ha TPEHUPOBOYHOM apeHe B AoMe otua. Ho passe moxer
OHa IpU3HAThCs, YTO BMecTe ¢ OpaToM KoauHoM cocTouT
B MSITEKHOM OTpsiie TOPHOW MUJIMIIMHU, Pa30UBILIEM KOBe-
HaHTEPOB U KaMEPOHIIEeB, IOTIAHACKUX aJeNTOB MPECBHU-
TepUAHCKO Bephl? DTU (haHATUKM CTPEMUINCH CIelaTh
CBOIO TOKTPUHY €IMHCTBEHHOU peurueii crpaHbl. MHoTHE
13 TIPECBUTEPUAHIIEB 3aceqali B TapJlaMeHTe U TIoJlaraiiu,
YTO FOPCKUIA 00bIYaii MOTYMHEHMS TJIaBe KJaHa — 3TO Bap-
BapcTBO.

— TsI OTKa3bIBaEIIb, TOTOMY YTO S XKEHIIWHA!

— Jla, yepT Bo3bMHU! — rpoMye, YeM HamepeBaJicsl, Mpo-
pbiyana Makrperop u repesesi ropsiuii B3misia Ha jopaa On-
JIMHTTOHA, KOTOPBIH C yAUBJAEHUEM OTJISTHYJICS Ha IIyM. — Thl
OCTaHelIbcsl 3[1eCh, — YyTh MTOHU3UB rojioc, 100aBWJI OH. —
M KonuH Toxe. 4 3HaTh He 3HAIO, KyJa Bbl MOTaeTeCh A0OMa,
HO 31IECh C 3TUM OYIIET TOKOHYEHO.

Meiipu yIuBIEHHO OKpPYTJIWIIA I71a3a: 3HAYUT, OH YTO-TO
oI03peBaeT! — HO MPOIOJIKUIIA YTOBOPHI:

— Ho ...

— Bce, Meiipu, s He u3MmeHIo peuieHust. — Ero B3misin
cMsirywicsi. — Tbl MOSI 104b, W JOJIKHA TOMYMHUTHCS. OcTa-
HellIbCs 3/1eCh, TOKa HE MUHYET OMAaCHOCTb. Toria v BepHellb-
cs. S mobJio Te6sI U caenaro Bce, YTOObI yOepeub.

OH pa3BepHYJICS U HaMpaBUJICS K XXeHe, KOoTopasl pac-
TOJIOXKWIACH B JaJIbHEM KOHIIE 3aJ1a, a Meilpu ocTanach KycaTtb
ryObl ¥ MPOKJIMHATD KEHCKYIO 0TI,
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YepT BO36MHU, OHA HE COOMPAETCS CUAECTh ¥ IOKOPHO CMO-
TPEThb, KaK BCE CaMOE BAXXHOE B KU3HU MPOXOIUT MUMO.

Meiipu Obla eguHCTBeHHOI modepbio Kammyma Maxk-
rperopa, a MoToMy el He JOCTaI0Ch TOM U3HYPUTEIbHOM BO-
€HHOI1 TTOITOTOBKM, KOTOPAsl 3aroJIHsIJIa JeTCKHE TOJbl TPEX
ee OpaTheB, HO JIEBYIIIKA BCe K€ OBJajiela KIMHKOM 1 yMesa
HATSATUBATh JIYK.

Ila, oHa MOXeET M XOUeT cpaxkaThbes!

OnHako Tak 6bUT0 He Beerna. Korma-To, JaBHbIM-IaBHO,
Meiipu BriojiHe ycTparBajla MbICJIb, YTO €€ COOCTBEHHAsI XKU3Hb
MPOMAET TaK XK€, KaK MPoIllia XU3Hb MaTepU, — IO/ 3aLLLUTON
Xpabporo BoMHa U B opeoie ero J1ooBu. Eil MeuTanoch o crio-
KOWMHON XM3HU PSIIOM ¢ M30paHHUKOM, KOTOPBIN IO KOHIIA
JTHEeii OyIeT roBOpUTH € 0 TOM, KaK OHa XOpollia U XeJlaHHa.
B oxpyxeHuu neToK, B JOME, KOTOPBIi TTOCTPOUT JJIsI Hee
MYX, TJIe HEXKHOCTb 1 JIIOOOBb OYIyT BaxkHee, YeM BOMHBI M3-3a
PENIUTUN WIU TTOJTUTUKM.

DT MeuThl Topoaui B Heit KonHop [paHT, 1 oH Xe pa3-
BeslI X B Ipax, KOrna, ocTaBuB Meiipu, OTIPaBUIICS CITy>KUTh
MPOTECTAaHTCKOMY KopoJito Kapy.

Ona He Bunienia KoHHopa ceMb JieT. Boiopocuia 13 rojioBbl,
U3 CaMOM XU3HU. A CETOHS OH BEPHYJICS.

Meiipu He oKa3aja0Ch B MOKOSIX OTIIA, KOIJa B YalTXOJI
MpUObLT KanuTaH [paHT U COOOIINI €€ poaHE O TOM, YTO T'OJI-
JIAaHAIBI Hamauy Ha ab6aTcTBO. Hamesichb BcKope BepHYThCS
JIOMO#1, OHa mocTapayiach u3bexarb BcTpeuu. M BoT Tenepb
BBISICHUJIOCH, UYTO OHA HUKY/A HE eleT.

Bce 31 roapl, Koraa oHa yCepAHO yYuiach 3alllMINAThCS
OT JTI00OTO OPYXUSI — J1ake OT 0OMaHa, — He CyMeJIM TOAT0-
TOBUTBH €€ K 3TOMY THI0. Melipy XOTeI0Ch OCJAENMHYTh, YTOOBI
He BUJIETh KyMUpa CBOEi1 OHOCTH, OTJIOXHYTh, YTOOBI HE CJIbI-
maTth ero rojoca. Ho 4ro 6b1 310 n3mMeHuno? OHa 3Hala ero
JIMLIO JIy4llle, YeM cBoe coOcTBeHHOe. OHa BeIpoca, Tsias Ha
HEro, BOCXMILASICh MM. Y3HaBaJia JIlo00e U3 ThICSY UyBCTB, OT-
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paxaBILKXCS Ha 3TOM JIMLIE KaK B 3epkajie. Ero ria3a ropopuiiu
sICHee, 4YeM JIIoObIe CJIOBa, cieTaBiune ¢ rydo. Bo cae Melipu
BCe ellle CbIIIaNa ero MPOTSKHBIM HU3KUI TOBOP — CKopee
MypJbIKaHbE JIbBa, a He IoHouleckasi peub. O6pa3 KoHHopa
TpecieoBal ee MocjieaHne CeMb JieT, 1 Melipu ero 3a 3To He-
HaBuzena. HeHaBumena 3a 1o, 4To Mojo0uia B CTOJIb IOHOM
BO3pacTe, KOI/Ia ellie He MOTJIa 3allUTUThCS U OCTAHOBUTD CEOsI.
3aT0, UTO OH 3a0paJi ee ceplie, 3aCTaBUJI MEUYTaTh O OyayIlIeM,
a TIOTOM OTHSLT 3TU MEUTHI U yIIEJ, HE OTJITHYBIIKUCD.

KonHop IpaHT ObLI TOI 4acCThIO €€ XKU3HU, O KOTOPOI
Meiipu npeamnoydia 3a0bITh, HO BCeraa MMOMHUJIA, KaK PelLlIn-
TeJIbHO BhIrsiAen KoHHOD B ieHb, Koraa nokuaan KamioxiuH,
a OHa, IypoyKa, IUTaKaja 1o Hemy!

Tenepb OHa He XeJlaeT HU BUIIETh €T0, HU TOBOPUTH C HUM.
Metipu He 3HaIa, CyMEEeT JIU CKPBITh TOPeyYb, KOTOpasi OCTaiach
B cepalle, Korna oH opocun ee, 6pocun Llotnanauto, a Bo3-
MOXHO, U BEpY OTLIOB.

Bamisin neByiiky He oTpbiBasicst oT Bxona. OH CKOpo To-
aBuTcd 3nech. Konnop 6611 y Kopodst. CoBeT, BEpOsITHO, YXKe
3aKOHYMJICS, U CEYaC MOJIOJOM YEJIOBEK JIOJKEH HATTPABUThCS
B baHKeTHBIi 3ai.

Meiipu HepBHO CcyuuJia IajbliaMy BEIOMBIIIYIOCS U3 I00KU
HUTbD, [TOKA HE CTAJIO CA{HUTh KOXKY, HO IPYTUX MPU3HAKOB BOJI-
HEHUSI He TToKa3blBajia, HAalIPOTUB — JIaxe cyMeJa ybIOHYThCS
MpUOIKABIIEICS K HEll 1aMe.

— Ecnu nieay OnavHTTOH TTPOJOJIXKUT JTUTMTHYTh K MOEMY
MyXy, — npousHecia Matb KonHopa, nemu Kiep Crioapr,
OCTaHaBJMBasCh noaie Melipu, — 51 Oyly BbIHYXAEHA BbI-
apararb €1 rjiasa.

BpocuB Ha neaqu OnIWHTTOH COYYBCTBEHHBINM B3TJIS,
Meiipu B3noxHyna.

— A Bellb Ka3aJloch, OHA CTAHET BECTH ceOsl OCTOpPOXXHEE,
TIOCJIE TOTO KaK Bbl HACTYTTWJIM Ha MOAOJ Jien YaHHUHT 1 ef1Ba
He COpPBaJIv C Hee 100Ky, — CO CMEILKOM 3aMeTWUJIa JeBYLIKA.
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— To 6bu1a Temu CoMepceT, Most moporast. A ¢ ien YaHHUHT
CJIeTelT TapyK, KOT/a s HeYassHHO 3alIeTiIa ero KOJIBIIOM.

Meiipu paccMmesiiach — BIIepBEIE 3a 3TOT Bevyep, — HO
B3IJISI/I TOTYAC BEPHYJICS K IBEPSIM M BECEJIOCTh €€ TTIOKMHYJIA.

— Thl He nOXHA HA HETO CepAUTHCS, — TUXOHBKO TPO-
rosopwia Kiep. Pazymeercst, oHa mMesia B BUIy oTiia Meiipu,
n6o nenu Kiep yke 1aBHO OCTaBUJIA IMOMNBITKY ONPaBAaTh ChIHA
B I1a3ax Meiipu.

— Kuiep, BbI e 3HaeTe, 51 yMelo cpaxaTbCs.

— WM Bce ke ThI 1o/DKHA eMy TTOBUHOBAThCSL. OH TeOs1 JTI00UT.

O boxe! CKobKO pa3 B XXKM3HU OHA CJIbIIIaJia 3TU CJIoBa!
KoneuHo, oHa 3Haa, 4TO OTell JIIOOUT €€, HO BeAb CHIHOBEIt
OH TOXe JIIOOUT, OJHAKO MO3BOJISIET UM CpaxKaThcs!

— $1 ocraHych ¢ TOOOI1, ecitu TeOe OT 3TOTo OyIeT Jierde.

— byner, — npusnanacy Meiipu. Ecau yxx Henb3s1 exaTh
JOMOI¥A, TO Jy4llle UMeThb psAnoM apyra. Kiep, norepssiias B
poaax yeThlpex fouepei, ornekaia Meipu 1 OoTHOCUIACh K Hell
CJIOBHO K cobcTBeHHOMY pebeHKy. Korna KonHop ocraBui ee,
Meiipu pemmiach rmojapaxatb UMEHHO TaKOM XEHIIUHE, KaK
Kutep. Jlo Toro kak yKpacuTh CBOEH MepCOHOM BeTMYECTBEHHbIE
3aJ1bl YaTXoJljIa ¥ MOJYYUTh TUTYJ JieAu XaHTIU AOepavH,
Krep 6buta MaTexHuUIeir 1 60opojiach MPOTUB y3ypIaTOPOB,
OTHSIBLIMX TPOH y ee Ky3eHa Kapna. IMeHHO oHa MOCBATH-
J1a Melipu Bo Bce TOHKOCTH 00eBoro rckyccrsa. Ho teneps,
IS HA €e TEMHO-00PI0BOE TUIAaThe, TIBIITHBIe TJOKOHBI CO-
JIOMEHHOTO 1IBEeTa, MO-CTAPOMOTHOMY YOpaHHBIE OT JIUIa U
JIeXaBIINe Ha TOJIOBE IMBIITHOW KOPOHOM, HUKTO HE MOT ObI
Jaxe BOOOpa3UTh, YTO 3Ta XKEHIIMHA CIIOCOOHA NepXaTh B
pyKax KJIMHOK.

— 41 3Ha1, THI He Xeyaellb TOBOPUTh O HEM... — Mapu
KPETKO 3aTsiHyJIa HUTKY Ha najible. YepT Bo3bMM, JIydiiie Obl
MaTh KoHHopa Bce xe yexana! — Ho, BO3BMOXHO, BbI IBOE...

Bosnbiie Meiipy HUYEro He yeabliaaa — JUILb I'YJI T0JI0COB
Ha OaJTIKOHE 1 pacKaThl TpOMa, COTPSICABIIIETO CTEHbI, — U HUKO-
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TO He BuIesa, KpOMe My>KUMHbBI, BOSHUMKIIIETO B IIpOEeMe IBEPEi.
O boxe! Kak ciayuniocs, 94To OH CTall ellle Kpacubee?

B ortimune oT MpUIBOPHON IIyIIEPHI, BBIPSAUBIIEHCS
B ILIEJIKOBbIE KaM30Jibl U Ty(hJU Ha BBICOKMX KabJyKax U C
orpoMHbIMU GaHTamu, KoHHOpP ObUT oneT B OpUIKM 11BETa
OYyIBOJIOBOI KOXH, TYrO OOTSTMBABIIME €r0 MYCKYJIUCThIE
HOTH, ¥ BOeHHbIe carorv. Ha omHoMm 6eape 601Tanch HOXHbI
¢ KJIeiMOpPOM, Ha BTOPOM — KOOypa ¢ MUCTOJETOM, YTO IMPH-
JIaBaJio ero OOJIMKY BJIACTHBIN M IPO3HBII BUA. OH CTOSUT UyTh B
CTOpPOHE OT IPYTUX U ObLI MOX0K HA XMI[HUKA B 3acajie — rmo-
KOTO 1 yBepeHHoro B ycrexe. Ceifuac oH Ka3ajcsl BOTLIOIIe-
HHEM IBYX CBOMX MITOCTACEN — €T0 aHIJIMIACKOE KOPOJIEBCKOE
HavaJyio SIBJISIO ce0s1 B BHICOKOM POCTE M 2JIETAHTHOCTH, a
MOIIHOM KOCTBIO 1 BHYIIUTEIBHON OCHOBATEIbHOCTHIO (DUTY-
pbl KoHHOD OBLT 00s13aH KPOBY IIOTIaHACKUX TOPIIEB B CBOMX
xunax. Lnsmy BoeHHOTo 06pasiia co CTpayCOBBIMU MEPhSIMU
OH JIep>KaJjl MO MBIIIKOM, OTYEro BOJOCHI SIHTAPHOTO 11BETa
CBOOOIHO Tajaivd Ha ocTphie cKynabl. [LIupuHy reyam mom
KpacHO-0eJIbIM KOPOTKUM MYHIMPOM TIPUAaBaIA IIPEKPACHO
pa3BUTHIE MBI, & HE MOJHBIE CKJIAIKU TO(PPUPOBAHHBIX
PYKaBOB.

Meiipu B MOTYaIMBOM O€CCHIIMM MOTJIA JIMIIL HAOII0AATh,
KaK OH IPMBETCTBYET JIopa XOJJIMHICyopTa U ero XKeHy. Ceil-
yac KOHHOD BBHITJISAZEN CTapliie, U SBHO CTaJl OIbITHEE B TEX
Belllax, KOTOpble OHa, BO3MOXHO, HUKOTIa He ToiimeT. Ho ero
VIIBIOKA OCTaJlach MPEeXHEW — Yapyrolleit, UTPUBOIM U IyBCT-
BEHHOU OTHOBpeMeHHO. JI1006ast AeBuIla, MMeBIIas I1a3a, He
ycTOSs11a OBl TIepell Heil, a IBe IMOYKY — TpaBasi IITy0Ke, a JieBasi
MeHblIIe, — YCWJIMBaJIU 00astHUE 3TOi yIbIOKM, BOSHUKaBIIEH
Ha ero Jiule Npu Majeiiem noozae. Ho nuib 10 MoMeHTa,
korna rinaza KoHHopa, npsuyiiyecs noj 30JI0TUCTBIMU Mpsi-
ISIMU BOJIOC, HAlTM Meiipy 1 MpOH3WIM KaK 1Ba KWHXaJja.
Hurtka B ee majibiiax JOMHya.

— Hy kak, nonpo6yeib, Meiipu?
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HeBymika HemoymMmeHHO B3risgHyna Ha Kiep. ITompo0Oy-
eurb — yto? He nmpu3HaBaThes ke B TOM, UTO OHA OTJI0XJIa TTPU
noseinennu Konnopa! Melipn KuBHYya:

— Jla, KOHEYHO.

— bunaropapio, noporasi. JIj1s1 MEHsI 3TO OY€Hb BaXHO. —
Kiep HakioHUIaCh, YTOOBI MOLIEIOBATH IEBYILKY B LLEKY, B3sLJ1a
3a PyKY U MOTSIHYJIA.

Yept Bo3pbMu! Melipu yniepiach KabiyKaMu B TIapKeET, OCO-
3HaB, Ky/la UMEHHO TalllUT €€ MOJpYyra, HO Ta yIopCTBOBAJIA.

3aJ BOPYT MOKA3aJICsl il KPOILIEUHbIM, & HOTU — TsKe-
JbIMM. Meiipu ABUrasach CI0BHO B pacIIaBJIEHHON IaTOKeE.
C KaxIpIM IlIaroM, NpuoImKaBimM ee K KoHHopy, nypHoTa
ycuiIMBanack. [IeByIlIKe XOTeJI0Ch BRIPBAThCSI U yoexkaTh Oe3
orsaku. [la ato mpocto cMmemiHo! OHa HUKOTa U HUYETO He
6osack! Eif TpIKOBI CIIydaaoch 09epTs TOJIOBY OpocaThes B
CaMyIO TYIILy CTBIYKH, KOTJa OTPsI TOPHOU MIJTMLIUM BPBIBAJICS
B JloroBo Bparos. /la kak cMeeT KoHHOp MpUBOAUTH €€ B TaKOe
COCTOSTHUE — JIAIOHU YBJIAXKHUJIUCh, IBIXaHUE CTAJIO TIPEPhIBU-
CTBIM, cepilLie OelIeHO 3aKOJI0THIIOCh B TPy ? A CMeeT ITOTOMY,
YTO KOTIa-TO 3aCTaBJISUI €€ YJIbIOAThCSI, MEUTaTh, HAJIESATHCA. ..
Cronbko JieT Melipu Aplliajga UM OJHUM, a KOT/a OH yexal,
pasydwiach abiath. Ho moroM npeBo3moria ceds. M tenepb
HaMepeHa IbIaTh CBOOOIHO!

Oo6nerasiias ero ¢purypy opma BeI3bIBajia OTBpaIlleHUE Y
Meiipu, HO ieByllIKa HE MOTJIa OTpULIaTh, YTo B Helt KoHHOp
BBITJISIAUT Kyla UMIIO3aHTHEE, YeM B TPAAULIMOHHOM Hapsize
ropua, Kotopbiit Hocws B [lloTnanauu.

W cyns no komm4yecTBy KPYXUBILIMX BOKPYT HETO IaM, TIpU
nBope BHelHocTh KoHHOpa onoOpsinv. PasrisinbiBas mpu-
JIBOPHBIX KpacaBull, Melipu HEBOJILHO 3aaBajlach BOIIPOCOM,
CKOJIbKO 3TUX aHTJIMACKMX IILTIOX, BHEIIHE TAKUX YOMTOPHBIX U
MPWIXYHBIX, TOOBIBAJIO B €0 MOCTENH, C TEX ITOP KaK OH MOKK-
HyJ1 KamioxiuH. 10KHO ObITh, HEMAJIO, €CJIM BEPUTD CIyXaM,
KOTOpBIe BpeMs OT BpeMeHU nonetanu u3 AHrmu B IllotiaH-
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nuio. Kak oH Mor mmpeHeOpeds ee cepaieM paayd 3TUX KyKoj?
B yem mpuunHa? B obieraiomumx Hapsimax, pacKpamreHHBIX —
HaOeJIeHHBIX M HApYMSIHEHHBIX — JIMInKax? Yomomok!

— A BOT 1 TbI! — KOHHOP HAKJIOHWJICSI, YTOOBI MOLIETIOBATh
MmaTb. Kiep B3siia cbiHa 3a pyKy.

Ot cnaboctn y Meiipu enBa He TOJOTHYJIMCH KOJICHU.
Kak oH 6s13Ko!

— Mucc Makrperop, — BbITPSIMUBILKCH, TPoU3Hec KoH-
Hop. [IpousHec 6e3 yabIiOKK, HO U HE XMYPO.

— KanuraH, — xoj10qHO oTO3BasIach Meiipu.

Eii mokasayioch, 4YTO € TOAaMU €ro YeJIIOCTU MO TPeX-
JTHEBHOM LIETUHOM, OTBEPE/IN, B HUX MOSBUJIACH CYPOBOCTb.
Wnu cypoBoCTh OTHOCUTCS JIMIIB K HEM OMHOM?

— Bynb octopoxeH c jiean XOJUIMHTCYOpT, — CJIeTKa Io-
nanach K cbiny Kiep, mpoBoxasi B3TJISIIOM U3BECTHYIO PACITyT-
HUILY, KOTOpasi BUISIIOLIEHN MTOXOIKOW HANPaBIIsIach K MYXY.
Cunue, xak y Konnopa, rmaza Kiep cBepkHynm OelreHbIM
CUHUM OTHEM. — ¥ 3TOi1 KOIIIEYKH eCTh KOTOTKU.

— He 6ecniokoiica. — Ero npixaHve KOCHYJIOCH IIEKU
Meiipu. — { paBHOIYIIEH K KOTTSM.

Meiipu nomzkasa ryobl M eiBa ciepKanach, YTOObI He (PhIPK-
HyTb. CiioBa KoHHOpa 10Ka3bIBAIM, YTO OH AEHCTBUTEBHO Mpe-
BpaTUICs B [TOBECY, KAKMM €r0 pacruchIBaIu B CIIeTHsIX. [1ycTb
OHa HUYETro JUIsl HETO HE 3HaYMJ1a, HO 1 BCE 3TU LIUTIOXU — TOXeE.
Meiipu ¢ TOpAOCTBIO OTMETUJIA, UTO JAXKE HE B3APOTHYyJIa, Koraa
€T0 XOJIOIHBIN B3MJIs 3a7iepXKajics Ha HEell TUIIHIO CEKYH/TY.

— BrI uT0-TO cKazanu, mucc Makrperop?

— Her, xaniutaH, moka HUYeTO.

B r1azax KoHHopa MeJIbKHYJTM CTpaHHbIE UCKPBI, HO TETLIa
B HUX He ObLTO.

— Yro xe, Meiipu, 1o KpaifHeil Mepe ThI MOCJIeI0Ba-
TeJbHa.

— Ilo kpaiiHeit Mepe XOTb OJIMH U3 HAC MOC/IeI0BaTENIeH, —
TapupoBaia JeBylliKa, Moapaxas XojnoaHoMy ToHy KoHHopa.
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Ha ero nuiie Bo3HUKIIA JieAsTHAs yCMEIIIKa.

— BuKy, TBOI S3BI90K TaKOM K€ OCTPBIH, KaK ¥ KJIMHOK.

Ero paccessHHBII B31IIs11 ITpo6ekal o ee rookam, 1 Melipu
olIyTUia OOJIE3HEHHBIH CIa3M B XHBOTe. YepT BO3bMU, OHA
HE XeJIaeT CTOSITb TYT U BECTU CBETCKYIO OOJITOBHIO C 3TUM
yegoBekoM! OHa TOJIBKO-TOJIBKO cyMena 3a0bITh KoHHOpa,
BBIOpOCHJIA U3 TOJIOBBI, HAYYMJIACh XXUTh O€3 HETo, a Terephb 3Ta
BCTpeua BepHyJia BocioMmuHaHus. Korma-to Meiipu Meutana
JIMIIb O TOM, YTOOBI CTaTh €TI0 XKEHOI, HO C STUMM MEUTaMU OHa
BIIOCJIENICTBUU CpakaslaCh TaK XKe SIPOCTHO, KaK M C YHUUTOXe-
HHUEM MPUBBIYHOro obpasa xxu3Hu B lllornannuu. MMeHHO
u3-3a KonHopa Meiipu crana BouTeIbHUIIEN — BepHee, Ha-
CTOSIIIIUM BOMHOM.

CTeHblI IBOPIIA OTSIT COAPOTHYIMCH OT MOIITHOTO packara
rpoma. B aToT MoMeHT KoHHOp CHOBa TToiimalt ee B3IIs. 3a-
mMiasicb, Meripu 1o npuBbIluYKe OpoCUIach B HamaaeHUe.

— A ckaxure, KanutaH [paHT, Bbl Bceraa MosiBisieTech B
OJiecke MOJIHUI 1 TpoXoTe rpoMa?

OH NOKJIOHWJICS Ha aHTJIMICKUIA MaHep, YTO ellle CUIbHEe
ya3Buio Melipu.

— TonbKo Koria MOEro MosiBJIeHUsI KIETE BbI.

Meiipu HEBOJIBHO BCTIOMHUIIA O KUHXKaJe, MPUBSI3aHHOM
K Oelpy, HO ¢ coXaJIeHWEeM IOHsIa, YTO HE MOXET YOUTD ero
MpsiMO Ha m1a3ax y MaTepu. C HaTSIHYTOH yJIBIOKOI OHa 00-
patuiach K Kiep:

— Mue Hago Hait KommHa.

— Mpomry nporieHust, Mucc Makrperop, — Ipou3HeC psi-
oM ¢ Meiipy 3HaKOMBIH TOJIOC € 0€3yTpeYHbIM aHTJIMACKUM
BBITOBOPOM. [la, Beuep MpernoaHOCUII Bce HOBbIE HETTPUSITHBIE
croprnpu3bl. Meiipu ogapuia 1o0e3Hol yabI0Koit [eHpu ne
Bepa, cbiHa rpaa Oxcdopaa. ToT mokaoHUICS 0d0enM na-
MaM. Meiipy MO3HaKOMMJIACh C HUM cpasy, KaK TOJIbKO ee
POJACTBEHHUKHU MPUOBLIU B YaiiTxo1. Mosiofoi yeoBeK A0
TOHKOCTEH 3HaJl BCe, YTO MIPOUCXOAMT BO JABOPIIE, U TOTOMY
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Meiipu npoBoauia B ero odiiecTBe HeMano BpemeHu. I1o-
SIBUCh B YalTXoJlJIe KTO-HUOYIb M3 TIpecBUTepuaH, [eHpu
cpasy ObI mpoBenan o6 3ToM. OMHAKO B TOC/IEaHEE BPeMs
Meiipu cTajo Ka3aTbCsl, YTO OHU CIUIIKOM YacTO OBIBAIOT
BMmecTe. FOHoIIa ciiegoBast 3a Heil, KaK IIEHOK 3a XO351KOi,
U y Hee MOUYTH He ObIO BO3MOXHOCTHU TaiKOM HaBellaTb
TOCTEeBbIE arlapTaMeHThl, COOMpasl CBeACHMS, LIEHHbIE IS
OTpsiia TOPHOM MWIMIIUMU.

— S1 HanesiICcs IEPeroBOPUTh C BAMU /10 TOTO, KaK yoepyT
€O CTOJIa, ¥ MPUTJIACUTh Bac Ha MePBbIA TaHell.

— Hy pasymeercs, nopa Oxcdopa. — Meiipu ToTyac co-
o0pasuiia, Kak C ero MoMoIIbI0 OTAEIaTbCSI OT CBOMX co0e-
CEMHMKOB, 1 B3sJ1a IOHOIIY o pyKy. — Ho moMHuTe: 51 3Ha10
TOJILKO OJVH TIPUIBOPHBIN TaHEIl — TOT cCaMblif, KOTOPOMY
BBI MEHS Hay4YWJIH.

— Torma mo3BobTe HAYYUTh Bac elle mioxuHe! — Jlopn
Oxkcdopn noxHsin B3rsiL Ha KoHHOpa M 1ep3KO TTOIOXUI
JlaJIoHb Ha KUCTh Melipu. — Pa3zymeeTcs, eciu Bl yke He Taiv
obelaHre KOMY-HHUOYIb APYTOMY.

KOHHOp OTBETUJ1 €My HATSHYTOM YJIBIOKOW M OTCTYITHJ
C UX IYTH.

— CeronHsi OHa B BallleM PACTIOPSKEHUH.

Meiipu XOTe10Ch KaK ClenyeT NaTh eMY T10 1eKe, a TOTOM
u cebe. Ilouemy ero paBHOIYIIHOE pa3pellleHrue 0TO3BAIOCh
TaKoi 001bI0 B rpynu? OHa MpeKpacHo 3HAET, YTO OH €€ 00JIb-
me He Moout. YepT BO3bMU, HU ONUH MYXXYMHA He CTIOCOOEH
TIOMHUTh BO3JTIOOJIEHHYIO LIeibIX ceMb Jiet! Ho HeyXenu oH
NEeMCTBUTENILHO CTaJl TAKUM YEPCTBBIM?

— Ecnm 661 v nana... — BHyrpun y Meiipu Bce Kuriesio, HO OHa
3acTaBUsIa ce0si TOBOPUTH CAMBIM CJTaJIKIM TOHOM, Ha KaKOH TOJTb-
KO ObUTa ciocobHa. — ...ecJM ObI U 1ajia, KanuTaH [paHT qydiie
JPYTHX CMOT ObI TIOHSATH MEHSI, HAPYIIb 5T CBOE OOEIaHKe.

Ei1 xoTenoch yoenuThCs1, UYTO YKOJI JOCTUT LIEJU, XOTEN0Ch
MPUYUHUTD eMy 00JIb, OTOMCTUTD 3a BCE€ CJIe3bl, BbITJIaKaH-
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HBIE 13-3a HETO B IMOAYIIKY, HO KOHHOp OTBETHII €1 CBETCKOM
YJIBIOKOM, CJIOBHO ObLJT 3HAKOM CO BCEMU YJIOBKAMU CMEPTHBIX
U OHU €T0 3a0aBIsIN.

— O, g He TOJIBLKO TMOHsLT OBl BaC, — MPOTOBOPIII OH, — HO
U cTas Obl OXUAATH MOAOOHOTO.

[1oXnuHa TPOKJISITUI TOTOBA ObLIa COPBATHCS C €€ SI3bI-
Ka, HO Melipu crnepxaiach U no3posuuia jopay Oxcdopay
ee yBecTd. OHa He CTaHeT BbIKa3bIBaTh HUKAKOTO MHTEpeca K
KonHopy, caenaeT BUI, YTO €ro HET B 3ajie, — OTJIMYHbIA PU-
€M IIPOTUB TeX, Koro Meiipu HeHaBuauT. A KoHHOpa oHa, 0e3
COMHEHMSI, HEHaBUIUT.

I'raBa 2

Konnop cmotpen Besen Melipu, ynaisiBIiecst B COIpOBO-
KIIEHUU Pa3psDKEHHOTO KaBalepa, U e/1Ba CAEPXKUBA pyraTeib-
CTBa, TOTOBBIE COPBAThCS C sI3bIKA. XOTEIOCh IaTh € MUHKa
noj 3aj, yToObl yaetena noganbuie! Eciv oHa cobupaetcst
OpaHUThb €ro ellle MAThIECAT JieT, bor eit B momMoIis! A eciu
XOUY€eT TAHLEBATh CO BCEMU MPUIBOPHBIMHU LLIETOISIMU O€3 pa3-
60py, mycThb mwisiet! OH MOTpaTUI JOCTATOYHO JIET, YBUBAsSICh
BOKPYT Hee, Tenepb OHa 00Jible eMy He TPUHAJIEXUT, TaK YTO
MyCTh JIEJIaeT BCE, YTO XOYET.

Ho, gept Bo3pmu, nyman Konnop, Habmonast, Kak Melipu
1 Oxchopa CTaHOBATCS B KPYT TAHIIYIOIIUX, OH B XXM3HU HE
BUIET OoJiee KPAaCUBOM IEBYIIKH, a 32 3TU TOJIbI OHA paciiBe-
Jla, KaK TopHasi po3a. Meiipu oTyinyanach ot Jito0Oil Apyrou
JKEHILMHBI BO IBOpIle. B cBoeM HeyMeCTHOM ropCKOM Hapsijie
OHa JIepXaslach € BeJIMUECTBEHHOI rpaiueii Koposessl. [Tog-
0OODPOIOK B3IEPHYT, BO B3MJIsIE — YHACIEAOBaHHbBIA OT OTLA
ropbiii BbI30B. [01bl HUUYTh ee He u3MeHWIU. JIUTMHHBIE yep-
HbIE JIOKOHBI CMIAIAI0T Ha rpyab. Bee Tak xxe urparot B HUX OT-
OJyiecku cBeTa. A Koxa 1 Terepb 0e3yrnpeyHa, Kak B IISITHAALATh
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JieT. Bot TobKO I1a3a, cuHUe, Kak He0o Hax KamiioxinmHoM,
CJIOBHO 3aJieeHEITH.

Csepxy, ¢ 6ajdKkoHa, JieTeJa My3bIKa, IIpOOyKmasi B HEM
BOCIIOMHWHAHMS O TIPOBEIEHHBIX 311eCh AOJITUX THSIX TIepe Io-
xonoM B [lieHko, Kyna KoHHOpa ¢ oTpsiioM Tocjiaii MUPUTD
kinaHbsl MaknoHannos 1 KaMmno6ennoB. KoHHop He xoTe ciona
BO3BPAILATLCS: OTYACTU TIOTOMY, YTO Ha KOPOHAIIMIO coOrpa-
Jlach IpuObITH Melipu, HO ellle U TTIOTOMY, YTO HMKOTAA I0-
HACTOSILEMY He JIIOOWI MBIIIHOCTb U POCKOIIL KOPOJIEBCKOTO
nBopua. OH ropelil, 1 eMy TSKeJI0 MUPUThCS ¢ (DabIIMBOM
JI00E3HOCThIO U30aJIOBAHHBIX BEJIbMOX.

Bort u ceituac oH yxe Hauyan TockoBath 1o IlloTnanauu,
XOTSI BEpHYJICS OTTYIa BCETO Heeso Ha3a. JIyJiiie JieXaTh B
CBOeii TaJlaTKe Ha TBEPIOI XOJIOMHOM 3eMile, YeM XOTh JIeHb
TTPOBECTH 3/I€Ch, PSIIOM C HUMH... C HEI0, BOCHOBHOM, KOHEY-
HO, ¢ Hewo. KoHHop Ob11 6y1arogapeH cyapoe 3a To, YTO yTpOM
Makrperopbl BO3BpallialoTcs JOMOA.

Torma, MHOTO JIeT Ha3aa, OH He XoTes ye3:xathb u3 Lllot-
JIaHIWM, He XoTell Iokunath Meiipu. OH 1001 06enx, HO
BbIOOpa y Hero He ObL10. Kak najbHUiT pOICTBEHHUK KOPO-
JISl — YeTBEPOIOPOIHbII Ky3eH — OH ObLT 00513aH CITYXKUTb EMY
OT UMEHHU cBoero kiaHa. OH He 0TKa3aJcsl OT ATOro 10Jra, a
TIPUHSIJ €70 C TOPOCThIO. B KOHIIE KOHIIOB, B €r0 JXMjax TeKia
KpoBb BoMHOB. Ero orelr, KomaHaup 1001eCTHOIO rapHU30HAa
MakrperopoB, BMECTe ¢ MaTepbl0 PUCKOBAJ XKU3HBIO pamau
TOTO, YTOOBI BepHYyTh Kapiy ero npecton. Ero nsas u Te3ka,
BepXoBHBIN anMupan KornHnop CTroapT, 6pocuT BbI30B TeHe-
pasiaM, okaszasicsl B Tayape v IpUHSIT MyKH.

Ceityac HacTan ero yac 3amuinarb TpoH. KoHHop 6e3-
POTIOTHO MOAYMHUIICS 0Ty, HO Meiipu Tak 1 He MpocTuiia
€ro 3a TO, YTO OH OCTABMJI €€ Paay CIYKObI TPOTECTAHTCKOMY
kopoJto. KoHHop nucan ei, 3Bai K cede B AHIJIMIO, HO OHA
HEU3MEHHO OTBevasla 0TKa30M. Y HEero He OCTajoch IPyroro
BBIXOJa, M OH BEpHYJ eii cjioBo. Meiipu cama 3TOro xorela,
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Jaxe 3asBUjIa, YTO 3TO ee ocyacTauBUT. KoHHOp 3acTaBui
ce0s1 3a0BITh O Hel, aepxKalics nogajibiile oT KoaMmoximHa u
OCTaJICsl BapMUU, 1axKe KOT/Ia Ha3HAYeHHBI! CPOK €T0 CITy>KObI
koposo Kapiy ucrek.

— S Hazestnack, 4TO Ballle IPUMUPEHKE MPOIET JIyJlIle. ..

KoHHop ormycT B3rJ1si1 Ha IO MaTepy U KPUBO YCMeEX-
HyJICS, OTOpachIBasi MPOYb MBICJIM 00 3TOM BCTpeye.

— Takast Hajexx/1a MPUHECET BaM OJTHO TOJIBKO pa3oyapo-
BaHue. OcTaBbTe €e.

Martp Opocuia Ha cblHA COYYBCTBEHHBIM B3IJISII U MO-
CMOTpeJia Ha TAHLYIOLIUX.

— OHa ocraeTcs 3/1eCh.

— UYto0?! — BrIKpuKHY1 KOHHOp, HE CyMeB caepxKaTh
MU3YMJICHUSI.

Jlenu Kitep moHm3miia rojoc.

— Kannmym He xoueT 6patsb ee ¢ coboit B KamnoxinuH. bo-
WTCSI, YTO TOJUTAH/ILIBI SIBATCS Ty/la 32 KOPOJIEBCKOM 10YEPhIO.
KonuH Toxe octanercs. 1o Toii ke mpuumHe.

— W 910 370 33 NpuunHa?

— CrpacTb 0001X K OpYXKHUIO.

Barnsan KonHopa motemHen.

— Yepr Bo3bMu! 3HAUUT, Thl YUMIIA €€ APATHCS AaXKe 1OCTIe
TOTO, KaK ... M €€ OTell TPOCUJIU TeOs1 MPEeKpaTUTh?

— Huuero Het 1ypHOTO B TOM, YTOOBI BJIA/IETh KIIMHKOM. —
Marb oTBeTHIIa €My BbI3bIBAIOIIMM B3IJISAOM.

— 3a MCKJIIOYEHKMEM TOTO, UTO KIIMHOK Ha TPEHUPOBKE —
3TO OJTHO, a B 0010 — coBceM Jipyroe. Melipu He 1Moo3peBaeT
00 3TOM, MHa4Ye €il U B rojIOBy Obl HE TMPUIILIO CPAXKaThCs
C JIIOJIbMU, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO YTO MEpeOUI BCeX M0 €AMHOMN
MOHaXWHU B MOHACTBIpE.

Jlenu Kiep kajocTIMBO B3I0XHYJIA, HO, 3aBUJCB MPOOU-
parolIerocs yepes TOJIY MyKa, MOCBeTIesa JTULIOM.

— KonHop, 1oporoit, ¢ Tex mop Kak Thl yexall, 31eCb MHOTO€
U3MEHWIOCh. — MOJI0[10# YesloBeK He yCIeal OCMBICIUTD 3TO
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