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MONIYAHUE

B onHy JiyHHYI0 MalicKyto HOUb, KOTJa Mejn COJIOBbU, B Ka-
OuHeT K 0. MirHaTtuio Bollia ero keHa. JIMio ee BbIpaxkanio
CTpajaHue, U MajieHbKas JIaMITOYKa IpoKaja B €€ pyKax.
IMomoiins K MyXy, oHa KOCHYJIach €ro rieda W, BCXJIUITHYB,
cKasaja:

— Oren, noiizmem K Bepouke!

He noBopauuBas rojioBsl, 0. UrHatuii moBepx O4KOB HC-
MOJJI00bsI B3IJISIHYJT Ha TOMaAblo U CMOTPEJ IOJT0 U TpU-
CTaJIbHO, MIOKAa OHA He MaxHyJia CBOOOIHON pyKOUl 1 He OIy-
CTUJIACh HAa HU3EHbKUIA TNBaH.

— Kakwe BBl 00a ¢ Hel... 0e3:KaJloCTHbIe! — BBITOBOpUIIA
OHa MEJJICHHO, C CUJIbHBIM YIapeHUEeM Ha MOCJICTHUX CJIO-
rax, u 100poe, MyxJioe JUILIO ee UCKa3UJIOCh IpuMacoii 601 u
0XE€CTOYEHMSI, CJIOBHO Ha JIMIIE XOTejla OHA IM0Ka3aTh, KaKue
3TO XXECTOKME JIOIU — MYXK €€ U 10Ub.

O. UrHaTuii ycMexXHYJICSI U BcTall. 3aKphIB KHUTY, OH CHSLI
OYKM, OJOXWI UX B QymIsIp U 3agymalics. bomibinasa yepHasa
0opoaa, nepeBuTasi cepeOPSIHBIMU HUTSIMU, KPACUBBIM U3TU-
OOM Jierjia Ha ero Tpyldb U MEIJIEHHO MOIbIMAaNach IpU IIy-
OOKOM JBIXaHWU.

— Hy, noiigem! — ckazain oH.

Onpbra CrernaHoBHa ObICTPO BCTaJIa U MOMPOCUIA 3aUCKU -
BalOLLIMM, POOKUM TOJIOCOM:

— Tonbko He Opanu ee, orel! ThHI 3Haelb, Kakasl OHa...

Komnara Bepbl Haxoauiach B Me30HUHE, U y3€HbKasl Je-
pEeBSIHHASI JIECTHULIA THYJIACh U CTOHAJIA TIOJ, TSKEIBIMU 111a-
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ramu 0. Urnatusi. BeICOKUII ¥ Ipy3HbIM, OH HAKJIOHSLI T'OJIO-
BY, UTOOBI HE YIAPUTHCS O TTOJI BEPXHETo 3Taxa, U Ope3rIMBO
MopIIuics, Korga 6enas KoTouka XeHbI clerka 3aaeBajia
ero auio. OH 3HaJI, YTO HUYETO HE BBIMIET U3 UX pa3roBopa
¢ Bepoii.

— Yero at1o BhI? — crnipocuia Bepa, momHuMasi ogHy 006-
HaXXeHHYIO pyKy K Ii1a3zam. Jlpyras pyka jexajna nosepx oe-
JIOTO JIETHETO OJieslyla M MOYTH He OTAessIach OT HEro — Ta-
Kas oHa ObLIa Oenast, mpo3pavyHasi U XOJIOAHas.

— Bepouka... — Hayajia MaTh, HO BCXJIUIHYJIA U YMOJIKJIA.

— Bepa! — ckazan orelr, crapasich CMSITYNATH CBOM CYXOI 1
TBEpABIA Tojloc. — Bepa, ckaxu HaM, 4TO ¢ TO0O0I0?

Bepa monuana.

— Bepa, pa3Be MBI, TBOSI MaTh U $I, HE 3aCTy>XKMBaeM TBOE-
ro noBepusi? Pazse Mbl He m00uM Te0s1? M pa3Be ecTb y Tebs
KTO-HUOYAb O0mke Hac? CKaxu HaM O TBOEM Tope, M, Io-
BEepb MHE, YEJIOBEKY CTapOMY U OIBITHOMY, TeOe OyIeT jerye.
Ha u HaM. [TocMoTpu Ha cTapyxy MaTh, KaKk OHa CTpajaer...

— Bepouxal!..
— M MHe... — CyXol TOJIOC IPOTHYJI, TOYHO B HEM UYTO
MepeJIOMIIOCh, — W MHe, AyMaellb, jerko? Kak Oyaro He

BIIKY $I, YTO IIOemaceT TeOsT Kakoe-To rope... a kakoe? U 4,
TBOM OTell, He 3Hato ero. Pa3Be MOJDKHO Tak OBITH?

Bepa Monyana. O. UTHaTUil ¢ OCOOEHHOU OCTOPOXKHO-
CTbIO TIPOBEJI MO CBOEU OOpoJE, CIOBHO OOSJICS, UTO HaJblibl
MPOTUB BOJIM BOMBIOTCSI B HEE, U MPOIOJIKAIL:

— IIpotuB Moero keiaHus noexana Tl B Iletepoypr —
pasBe s OpOKJISLT TeOs1, ociymHuny? Mnum neHer tebe He
nJaBan? WMnu, ckaxeub, He 1ackoB ObLI 51?7 Hy, 4To Xe MoJi-
yuib? Bot oH, ITerepOypr-To TBOI!

O. UrHaTuil yMOJIK, U €My IpeACTaBUIOCh YTO-TO 0OJb-
1110€, TPaHUTHOE, CTpalllHOEe, MOJHOE HEeBEAOMbIX OMAaCcHO-
CTel M YyXIbIX, PaBHOAYILIHBbIX JtoAeii. M TaM, oguHOKas,
cnmabast, 6bu1a ero Bepa, n TaMm mmoryowim ee. 371as8 HEHAaBUCTh
K CTpalllHOMY Y HEMOHSITHOMY TOpOAy MOIHSIACh B AYIE O.
WrHatusa u THeB IPOTUB J0YEPU, KOTOPAs. MOJTYUT, YITOPHO
MOJTYHT.
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— IletepOypr 3mech HU IIpU YeM, — YIpIOMO cKa3ajia Bepa
U 3aKpblla Iaza. — A co MHoit Huuero. Maute-ka nyudiie
craTh, TIO3IHO.

— Bepouka! — nmpocToHana matb. — Jloyeuka, 1a OTKpOIi-
cs Thl MHe!

— Ax, Mama! — HeTepIieMBO IIpepBaa ee Bepa.

O. UrHaTuii cen Ha CTYJI U 3aCMesICs.

— Hy-c, Tak, 3HaunT, HIYEro? — UPOHMIECKU CITIPOCHII OH.

— Orew, — pe3ko ckazana Bepa, npunogHuMasich Ha 1o-
CTeIM, — ThI 3HAEIlb, YTO S JIFOOII0 TeOsT 1 MaMouky. Ho...
Hy, Tak, ckyyHo MHe HeMHOXKo. [IpoiigeT Bce 3T0. IIpaBo,
WINUTE JIydille ClaTh, W S CIaThb XO4y. A 3aBTpa WJIM KOIIa
TaM — TOTOBOPHUM.

O. UrHaTuii mopbIBUCTO BCTal, TaK YTO CTYJI YAAPUJICS O
CTEHY, W B3sJ1 XXEHY 3a PYKY.

— Iloiigem!

— Bepouxka...

— Iloiimem, roBopio Tebe! — KpukHyn o. UrHatmii. —
Ecmu yxe oHa Oora 3a0bl1a, Tak MbI-TO!.. YTO yXe MbI!

IToutu HacunbHO OoH BhiBesl Onbry CTenaHoOBHY, W, KOTIa
OHU cnycKaiuch no jectHuie, Onbra CrenaHoBHa, 3ame-
JIsis 1Iary, TOBOPUIIA 3JIBIM IIIETIOTOM:

— V-y! D10 THI, TION, caeNan ee Takoil. Y Tebs nepeHsiia
OHa 3Ty MaHepy. Thl U OTBeTUIIb. AX 51, HecYacTHasl...

M oHa 3amnakaia, 4acTo Moprasl IJa3aMu, He BUOS CTY-
MEeHEeK U TaK CIycKasl HOTy, CJIOBHO BHU3Y Obljla MPOMNacTh, B
KOTOPYIO €i1 XOTeJI0Ch OBl yIacTh.

C atoro nHs o. UrHaTuii nepectan TOBOPUTH C A0YEPbIO,
HO OHa CJIOBHO He 3ameyuajia 3toro. [To-mpexHeMy oHa To Jie-
>Kajla y cebsl B KOMHaTe, TO XO[uJia M 4acTO-4acTo BhITUpaia
JIaIOHSIMU PYK IJ1a3a, KaK OYATO OHM ObUIM Y HEe 3aCOpPEHHI.
M, cnaBneHHasi AByMSI 3TMMM MOJIYAIllMMU JIIOIbMU, cama
JIIOOMBIIASI IIYTKY UM CMEX, MOMaabs podesia u Tepsiach, He
3Hasl, 9YTO TOBOPUTH U UTO JIEJIaTh.

HMuorpa Bepa Beixoauia rynsth. Yepe3 Hemedto Tocie
pa3roBopa OHa BHIIILJIA BeYepOM, 10 OOBIKHOBeHUIO. boiee
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He BUIAJIA ee XMBOIO, TaK KaK OHa B 3TOT Beuep Opocmiach
TIOJI TIO€31, W TTOe3/I MOIoJIaM repepe3a ee.

XopoHui ee caM o. rHatuii. ZKeHbl B LIEpKBU He OBLIO,
TaK Kak IMpU U3BECTUHU O cMepTU Bephl ee xBaTuia yaap. Y Hee
OTHSUIMCh HOTHU, PYKM U SI3bIK, 1 OHA HEMOJIBUXKHO JiexXaa B
MOJYTEMHOUN KOMHAaTe, MoKa PsIOM C Helo, Ha KOJOKOJIbHE,
nepe3BaHUBaIM KojokKoja. OHa ciblllana, Kak BbIILIM BCE
U3 LIEPKBU, KaK LM MPOTUB UX JoMa IeBUYMe, U cTapajach
MOJIHSTh PYKY, UTOOBI MepeKpecTUThCS, HO pyKa He MOBUHO-
BaJlach; XoTeJa cka3ath: «IIpoiaii, Bepal» — Ho A3bIK Jexan
BO PTY TPOMAaIHBIN U TspKebIiA. M 1103a ee ObljIa TaK CITOKO¥-
Ha, 9TO ecJM Obl KTO-HUOYIb B3MISTHYJI HAa Hee, TO TTomyMall
OBbI, YTO 3TOT YEJIOBEK OTIBIXaeT WM CITUT. TOJIbKO I1a3a ee
OBbLIIA OTKPHITHL.

B uepkBr Ha moxopoHax ObUIO MHOIO Hapoay, 3HAKOMBIX
0. rHatusl U He3HaKOMBIX, U BCE COOpaBIIMECS Kaleslu
Bepy, yMepllyio Takoro y:KacHOIO CMEpPTbIO, M CTapaUCh B
JIBUXEHUSIX U rojioce 0. UrHaTusi HaAaWTU MPU3HAKU TsXKe-
Jioro ropsi. OHu He Joouau o. rHaTus 3a To, 4TO OH OBLIT
B 00XOXIEHUU CYpPOB M ToOpll, HEHaBUIEJ TPEIIHUKOB U HE
npollal Ux, a caM B TO XK€ BpeMsl, 3aBUCTIMBBIN U XKaIHbIN,
MOJIb30BAJICSI BCSIKMM ClTydyaeM, YTOObI B3SITh C TIPUXOXKaHUHA
nuirHee. Y1 BceM XOTelnoCh BUAETh €r0 CTPagaloINM, CIIOM-
JIEHHBIM M CO3HAIOIIMM, YTO OH BUHOBEH IBaXKIbl B CMEPTHU
JNOYepU: KaK XKECTOKUI OTEL ¥ IyPHOIA CBAIEHHOCTYXUTETD,
He MOTIIMIA yoepeub OT Ipexa CBOIO Xe IUI0Thb. Y Bce MBIT-
JIUBO CMOTpEJIM Ha HEro, a OH, YyBCTBYSl HaIlpaBJeHHbIC Ha
€ro CITIMHY B3IJISIIbI, CTApajCsl BHIIPSIMIISITD 3TY IIMPOKYIO U
KpPErKylo CIIMHY M IyMal He 00 yMepuleil 1o4epH, a O TOM,
YTOOBI HE YPOHUTH ceOsl.

— Kansauerit momn! — cka3sair, KuBas Ha Hero, ctoisap Kap-
3€HOB, KOTOPOMY OH He OTAaJ MsTu pyOJieli 3a pambl.

M Tak, TBepablit U npsimoii, npoiuen o. Uruatuii 1o knami-
OuIilla U TakoW Xe BepHyJicsl Hazaa. M ToibKo y nBepeit B
KOMHATY XXeHBI CITMHA €T0 COTHYJIACh HEMHOTO; HO 3TO MOTJIO
OBITb M OTTOIO, YTO OOJIBIIMHCTBO IBEpEil ObUIM HU3KU OIS
ero pocra. Bolinsg co cBeTy, OH C TpPyIOM MOT PacCMOTPETh
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JIMIIO XEHBI, a KOTJIa pacCMOTpeI, TO YAUBWICS, YTO OHO CO-
BCEM CMOKOMHO W Ha Tjia3zax HeT cie3. M He ObLIo B I1a3ax
HU THEBa, HU Tropsl — OHM ObLIM HEMbl U MOJYAIU TSKEJIO,
YIIOPHO, KaK U BCe Ty4HOE, 0€CCUIbHOE TEeJI0, BIaBUBIIIEECS
B TIEpUHY.

— Hy 4ro, Kak Tbl ceds1 4yBCTBYelllb? — crnpocui o. Wr-
HaTUM.

Ho ycra 6b111 HeMbl; Mosidaiu 1 1i1a3a. O. UrHatuii 1mo-
JIOXKWJ PyKY Ha J100: OH ObLT XOJOAHBIN U BJIaXHbIN, 1 Oyibra
CrenaHoBHa HUYEM He BbIpa3uiia, YTO OHA OIYTUJIa TPUKOC-
HoBeHue. M xorga pyka o. irHaTus OblIa UM CHSITa, HA HETO
CMOTpEJIM, He MUTas, IBa cepble TyOOKMe T1a3a, Ka3aBIlue-
CsI IOYTH YePHBIMU OT PACHIMPUBIINXCS 3paYKOB, M B HUX HE
OBbLIO HU TIeYayIv, HU THEBA.

— Hy, a1 moiiny x cede, — cka3an o. UrHaTuii, KOTOpoMy
CI€71aJI0Ch XOJOIHO U CTPAIIIHO.

OH mpo1ien B TOCTUHYIO, TIe BCe OBIJIO YMCTO U Ipudpa-
HO, KaK BCeraa, ¥ olieThle OeJIbIMU UYeXJiaMU BBICOKHE Kpeciia
CTOSUIM TOYHO MepTBellbl B caBaHaX. Ha omHOM oKHe Bucelia
MPOBOJIOYHAs KJIeTKa, HO OblJIa MycTa, U JBeplia OTKPHITA.

— Hacracwst! — kpukHys o. IrHaTuii, 1 rosioc nmokasaucs
€My TpyObIM, M CTaJIO HEJOBKO, YTO OH TaK I'POMKO KPUYMT
B 9TUX TMXMX KOMHATax, TOTYac Mocje MOXOPOH A0Yepu. —
Hacracws1! — tuie no3pan oH. — ['me kaHapeiika?

Kyxapka, rakasimasi Tak MHOTO, YTO HOC Y Hee pacIyX u
cTaj KpacHBIN, KaK CBeKJIa, Tpy0O OTBETHJIA:

— H3BectHO rae. Yiaerena.

— 3aueM BbIMycTUJIa? — IPO3HO HaxMypui 6poBu o. Mr-
HaTUIA.

Hacraces pacruiakanach W, BBITUpasCh KOHIIAMU CUTIIE-
BOTO TOJIOBHOTO TJIaTKa, CKBO3b CJIe3bl CKa3zaja:

— JlymieHbKa... 6apbllIHAHA... Pa3zBe MOXHO ee AepxKaTh?

M o. UrnaTtuto noxkasanaoch, 4YTO XeATeHbKasl Becesnasl Ka-
Hapeiika, meBlllasl BCerga ¢ HaKJIOHEHHOM TrojIoBKOM, Oblia
JNEeWCTBUTENbHO Oyloo Bepbl v yTo eciv Obl OHA HE yJeTe-
JIa, TO HeJb3s1 ObLIO OBl CKa3aTh, UTo Bepa ymepia. U oH ele
OoJibllle paccepawiIcs Ha KyXapKy U KPUKHYIIL:

— Bon! — u, xorma HacTachsl He cpasy Iomnaja B ABEpb,
nobaswi: — Jypa!
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Co mHS MOXOPOH B MaJ€HbKOM JTOMMKE HACTYITHIIO MOJI-
YyaHue. DTo He OblIa TUILIMHA, TOTOMY YTO TUIIIMHA — JIUIIb
OTCYTCTBME 3BYKOB, a OTO ObLJIO MOJYaHUE, KOrma Te, KTO
MOJIYUT, Ka3ajJoCh, MOIJIM Obl TOBOPUTH, HO HE XOTIT. Tak
nyman o. Mruatuit, Koraa BXOAWJI B KOMHATY XXeHbI U BCTpe-
yajl yIOpHbBIA B3SO, TAKOU TSKEbIi, CIOBHO BECh BO3IYX
oOpalajcs B CBUHELl 1 1aBUJI Ha TOJIOBY U cliuHy. Tak myman
OH, paccMaTpuBasi HOThI JOYePU, B KOTOPBIX 3areyatsiesics ee
roJioc, €€ KHUTU U €€ MOPTPET, OOJIbIIION, MMCAHHbIA KpacKa-
MU IIOPTPET, KOTOPbIi OHA IIpHUBe3Jia ¢ cobolo u3 IletepOyp-
ra. B paccmatpuBaHuu nopTpera y o. UTHaTUs ycTaHOBUJICS
M3BECTHBIN MOPSIOK: CIiepBa OH MJIsSAe Ha IIEeKY, OCBEIIeH-
HYIO Ha MOpTpeTe, U MpencTaBisi cede Ha Hell aparuHy,
KOTOpasi Obljla Ha MepTBOH Illeke Bepbl U MpoucXoXneHUs
KOTOPOI OH HE MOT TTOHSITh. Y KaXblii pa3 OH 3aayMbIBaJICs
0 IIpUYMHAX; €CJIM OBl 3TO 3a1eJI I1I0e31, OH pa3apoOusI Obl BCIO
roJIOBY, a rojioBa MepTBOii Bephl Oblila cOoBceM HeBpearma.

BrBITh MOXeET, HOrol KTO-HMOYIb 3a1ei1, Koraa IToaoupain
TPYIl, WIX HEYassHHO HOTTeM?

Ho nonro nymarb o moapobHocTsix BepuHoii cMmepTu
ObUIO cTpalliHo, U 0. UrHaTUil mepexoauns K Taa3aM IopTpe-
ta. OHUM ObUIM YepHbIe, KpacuBbIe, C JNIMHHBIMU PECHULIAMU,
OT KOTOPBIX BHU3Y JIeXXaa TycTasl TeHb, OTYeTO OeIKM Ka3a-
JINCb OCOOEHHO SIPKUMMU, M 00a rjaza TOUHO ObLIM 3aKJIIO-
YeHbl B YEPHYIO, TpaypHyIO paMKy. CTpaHHOE BbIpaxkeHUe
MpHUIaT UM HEU3BECTHBIN, HO TaJaHTIMBBIM XyTOXHUK: KaK
OyATO MeXny Tja3aMM U TeM, Ha UTO OHU CMOTpEJIH, Jexa-
Jla TOHKad, Ipo3pavyHas rieHka. HeMHoro moxoxe 0bU10 Ha
YEPHYIO KPHIIIKY POSUIS, HA KOTOPYIO TOHKMM HE3aMETHBIM
TUIACTOM HaJlerjia JIETHsS TIbLIb, cMsiryast 0J1ecK MoJIMpoBaH-
Horo aepeBa. M, kak HU cTaBWJI nopTpeT o. UrHatuit, rinasza
HEOTCTYITHO CJICOWJIM 3a HUM, HO HE TOBOPMJIM, a MOJTYAJIH;
1 MOJIYaHHE 3TO ObLIO TaK SICHO, YTO €T0, Ka3ajaoCh, MOXHO
ObLTO ycablaTe. M mocteneHHo o. MrHatuii cran aymarth,
YTO OH CJIBIIIUT MOJTYaHHE.
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Kaxnoe yTpo, riocie odbeanu, o. UrHatuii IpuxXoaui B To-
CTHHYIO, OKWJbIBAJ OAHUM B3IJISIAOM MYCTYIO KJIETKY U BCIO
3HAKOMYI0 OOCTaHOBKY KOMHATBI, CAIUJICS B KPECJIO, 3aKPhl-
BaJl IV1a3a U CJIyllajd, KaK MOJYUT IOM. DTO ObLIO CTpaHHOE
yT10-TO. KJeTka MojJana TUXO WM HEXHO, M YYBCTBOBAJIUCH
B BTOM MOJYaHUM Tedaib, U Clie3bl, U NaJleKuii, yMepLIni
cMmex. MoyaHue XeHbl, CMSITYeHHOe CTeHaMM, OBLIO YIop-
HO, TSIXKEJO, KaK CBUHEL, U CTPAIlHO, TaK CTPAIlHO, YTO B ca-
MBbII XapKuii AeHb 0. ITHATUIO CTAaHOBWJIOCH X0JIOAHO. J101-
UM, XOJIOAHBIM, KaK MOTUWJa, U 3aragoYHbIM, KaK CMEPTb,
6bu10 MoTyaHue nouyepu. CII0BHO caMoMy cebe ObLIO MydM-
TEJIbHO 3TO MOJYaHUE U CTPACTHO XOTEJIO MEPENUTHU B CJIOBO,
HO YTO-TO CWJIBHOE U TYIOe, KaK MalllMHa, Jep>Kajao ero He-
MOJABUKHBIM M BBITSITUBAJO, Kak MpoBOJOKY. U rae-To, Ha
JlaJIeKOM KOHIIE, IIPOBOJIOKA HAUMHAaja KoiebaThCsl U 3BEHETh
TUXO0, POOKO U XanobHo. O. rHaTuii ¢ paJoCThiO U CTPAXOM
JIOBWI 3TOT 3apOXKIAIOIIMICS 3BYK M, OMNEPIIMCh PyKaMu O
PYUKM Kpecell, BBITSHYB TOJOBY BIepeld, Xaajl, Koraa 3ByK
nopoiinet Kk Hemy. Ho 3ByK oOpbIBajICSI U YMOJIKAJ.

— I'mymmoctu! — cepaurto roBopuit o. rHatuii u IIogHU-
MaJics C KpeceJl, Bce elle MPsSIMOil Y BBICOKUIA.

B okHO OH BMEJN 3aJUTYIO COJIHLIEM TUIOIIAAb, MOIIEH-
HYIO KPYTJIBIMU, POBHBIMU KaMHSIMU, U HAIIPOTUB KAMEHHYIO
CTeHY JJIMHHOTO, 0e3 OKOH, capasi. Ha yriy cTosin u3Bo3uuk,
MOXOXUI Ha IIMHSIHOE U3BastHUE, M HETIOHSITHO ObLI0, 3a4eM
OH CTOWT 31IeCh, KOTIa 10 LIeJIbIM YacaM He TTOKa3bIBAJIOCh HU
OJIHOTO ITPOXOXKETO.

11

Bue noma o. IrHaTH10 MpUXOAWIOCh TOBOPUTH MHOTO: C
MIPUYTOM U C TIPUXOKaHAMU, TIPY UCIIOJTHEHUU TPe® M MHO-
rJa ¢ 3HaKOMbIMM, T1Ie OH UIpaj B npedepaHc; HO, Korma oH
BO3Bpallajcs JOMOI, OH AyMaJll, 4YTO OH BeCh IeHb MOJIYa.
DTO NPOUCXOAWIO OTTOTO, YTO HU C KeM U3 jtoaeit o. Ur-
HaTUil HE MOT TOBOPHUTH O TOM IJIABHOM M CaMOM IUISI HETO
BaXXHOM, O YEM OH Pa3MBbIIILISUT KaXAyl HOUYb: OTYETO yMEP-
na Bepa?
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O. UrHatuit He XOTeJl MOHATh, UTO TeIlepb 3TOr0 Y3HaTb
HeNb3s, U IyMall, UTO Y3HATh ellle MoxXHo. Kaxmyio Houb, —
a OHU BCe TeNephb CTAIN Y HET0 OECCOHHBIMU, — MPEACTABISI
OH cebe Ty MUHYTY, KOTJa OH Y IOIabs B TIYXYIO TTOJTHOYb
crostiu y KpoBaTu Bepsl, u oH nipocui ee: «Ckaxu!» U korna
B BOCITOMMHAHUSIX OH IOXOAWJI JO 3TOrO CJIOBa, NajibHellee
MPEeICTaBIsIIOCh eMY He TaK, KaK OHO ObL10. 3aKphIThIE I1a3a
€ro, COXpaHMBILIME B CBOEM MpakKe XKUBYIO, HE TYCKHEIOIIYIO
KapTUHY TOW HOUYM, BUAEIU, Kak Bepa momHuMaeTcs Ha CBO-
el mocTtenu, yabioaercss u ropoput... Ho yto oHa roBoput?
W 310 HeBbIcKazaHHOE CJI0BO Bepbl, KOTOpOE AOJIKHO pas-
pelnTh BCe, Ka3ajaoch TaK OJM3KO, UYTO €CIU OTOTHYTH YXO
U 3aepxaTh OMeHue cepAla, TO BOT-BOT YCJBILIUILD €r0, U B
TO XXe BpeMsl Tak Oe3HamexHo najieko. O. MrHatuii BctaBan
C TOCTEeJIM, MPOTATUBAJ BHepe CIOXKEHHbIE PYKU U, TTOTPSI-
casi UMM, TIPOCHJI:

— Bepa!..

M otBeTOM €My ObLIO MOJTYAHMUE.

OpHaxael BedyepoM o. MrHatmii mpunresr B KomHaTy OJb-
ru CTernmaHOBHBI, Y KOTOPOW OH HE ObLI YK€ OKOJIO Helesu,
CeJl y ee U3roJIOoBbsl U, OTBEPHYBIINCH OT YIIOPHOTO, TSXKEJ0-
ro B3rJisiaa, cKasal:

— Marts! A xouy noroBoputh ¢ To6010 0 Bepe. Thl cibI-
§100701105Y4

I'maza Momyanu, 1 o. Mruatuii, BO3BLICUB TOJIOC, 3aTOBO-
PUJI CTPOTO U BIACTHO, KAK OH TOBOPUJI C MCTIOBEAYIOIITUMUCS:

— $1 3Ha10, THI MBICJIUIIb, YTO 51 ObLI HpUYMHOK BepuHoii
cMepty. Ho momymait, pasBe 51 JT100MJI €€ MEeHbIlIe, YeM ThI?
CrpaHHO Thl paccyxXaaeliib... SI ObLT CTpOr, a pa3Be 3TO Me-
1IaJ10 el AenaaTh, 4To oHa xo4eT? S mpeHeOper TOCTOMHCTBOM
OTLa, SI CMUPEHHO COTHYJI CBOIO 11Iel0, KOT/Ia OHA He Mo0osI-
JIach MOETO TPOKJISITUSL U Tloexaa... Tyaa. A Thl — ThI-TO HE
npocujia ee 0CcTaTbCs U He T1aKalia, cTapas, Ioka sl He BeJien
3aMojiuaTh? Pa3Be s1 poaun ee Takoil xectokoit? He TBepaun
s el 0 6ore, 0 CMUPEHUH, O JTIOOBU?

O. UrHatuii ObICTpO B3IJISIHYJ B IJ1a3a K€HBI — W OTBEp-
HYJICS.
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— Yrto g Mor cmejaTh ¢ Hell, eCiM OHa HE XOTejla OT-
KpBbITh cBoero rops? Ilpuka3siBaTh — $1 IIpUKa3bIBaJl; IIPO-
cuTh — s npocui. Uto Xe, Mo-TBOEMY, 51 JOKEH ObLI CTaTh
Ha KOJIEHU Tepel NIeBYOHKOM M IUlakaTh, Kak cTapas 6ada?
B rososge... oTkyna g 3Halo, 4yTo y Hee B rojiose! 2KecTtokas,
beccepaeyHas 1OYb!

O. UrHaTuit ymapui KyJIakoM I10 KOJIEHY.

— JI1o6Bu y Hee He ObUI0 — BOT 4uto! UTO YK MpO MEHs
TOBOPUTD, VX s, U3BECTHO... TUpaH... Tebsa-To oHa aobuna?
Tebs-TO, KOTOpAas MJIaKania... Ja yHuKajaach?

O. UrHaTuii 6e33By4HO paccMmesiics.

— JIro-1o6una! To-to B yremeHue tede U CMEPTh TaKylO
BeIOpazia. ZKecToKylo, ITO30pHYI0 CMepPTh. YMepJia Ha IIecKe,
B Ips3H... KaK c-cobaka, KOTOPYIO HOraMy B MOPIY THIKAIOT.

T'onoc o. rHaTus 3a3Bydail TUXO U XPUILIO.

— CtpinHo MHe! Ha ynuiy BelitiTy cThinHO! M3 antaps BbI-
titu cteinHo! Ilepen 6oroM cTeinHo! ZKecTokasi, HeAOCTOMHAs
nouyb! B rpo0y mpokisicTh Obl TeOS. ..

Korpa o. Mruatuii B3TIIHYJ Ha 3XKeHy, OHa Obl1a Oe3
YyBCTB M MpHIIIA B ce0s1 TOJbKO Yepe3 HECKOJbKO YacoB.
M xoraa npuiilia, riasa ee Moj4ajav, U HeJIb3s1 ObUIO MOHSTh,
TTOMHUT OHa, YTO TOBOPWJI eif 0. ITHATWii, U HET.

B Ty ke HOUb, — 3TO OBIIa MIOJIbCKAS JYHHAS HOYb, TH-
Xas, Teruiasi u 0e33By4yHasi, — 0. VIrHaTuii Ha IBIIIOYKaX, YTO-
OBbI HE YCJIBIXaIU XKeHA M CUIEIKA, TIOTHSUICS 10 JISCTHULIC U
Boies B KoMHaty Bepsl. OKHO B ME30HMHE HE OTKPHIBAJIOCh
¢ camoil cMepTu Bepbl, 1 BO3ayX OBbUI CYXOil U KapKuii,
JIETKUM 3aIaxoM rapy OT HaKIMBLIEKUCS 3a IEHb XEJIE3HOU
KpbIliK. YeM-TO HEXWJIBIM U 3a0pOIleHHBIM BESIO OT IO-
MellleHHs], B KOTOPOM TaK JaBHO OTCYTCTBOBAJ YEJIOBEK U e
JIEPEBO CTE€H, MeOENIb U APYTue MPEeAMEThl U31aBaji TOHKUIA
3arax HempepbIBHOTO TJeHUs. JIVHHBIN CBET IpKOM MOJ0COM
Majaaj Ha OKHO Y Ha IMOJI U, OTPaXXeHHBIN OT OeJIbIX, TIIATEIb-
HO BBIMBITBIX IOCOK, CYMEPEUHBIM MOJYCBETOM 03apsijl YIJIbI,
u Oenasi yncTas KpoBaTh C AByMs TOAYyIIKaAMU, OOJbIION U
MaJIeHbKOM, Kazajach Npu3padyHoit u Bo3ayiiHoi. O. UrHa-
THUI OTKPbUI OKHO — M B KOMHATy IIMPOKOMN CTpYyEH BIWJICS
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CBEXUI BO3IyX, NaXHYIIWH IIbUIbIO, HETAJIEKON PEKON U LIBE-
Tylllei JUIIOM, U eJie CABIIIHOE AOHECIOCh XOpOBOe IeHHUeE:
BEPOSITHO, KaTaJIMCh B JJoAke U Ieju. HecnblHo crynas 60-
CbIMM HOTaMU, MOXOXU Ha Oesblii pu3pak, o. MrHatuii mo-
JIOIIIeJT K ITyCTOM MOCTEIH, TMTOAOTHYJ KOJEHHU U YIIal JIMIIOM
BHM3 Ha MOIYIIKU, OOHSIB UX, — TyAa, I1ie JOJKHO ObLIO Ha-
xonuTthess BepuHo nuio. OH m0Jro jiexan Tak; MecHs craja
rpomMye M IOTOM YMOJIKJIa, a OH BCe JieXaJsl, U JUIMHHbIE Yep-
HbI€ BOJIOCHI PACCHINAIMUCH I10 IIeYaM U MOCTEJIN.

Jlyna mepenBuHyIach, 1 B KOMHATEe CTaJI0 TEMHeEe, KOTma
0. rHaTtuit moaHsu1 rojioBy U 3allienTall, BKJIaabIBasi B rojo0C
BCIO CWJIY JOJITO COCPXMBAEMOW W IOJITO HE CO3HABaeMOM
JIIOOBU M BCJIYLIMBAsICh B CBOM CJIOBA TaK, KaK OyATO Cyllaj
He OH, a Bepa.

— Houp Mos1, Bepa! Tel moHMMaelb, 4TO 3TO 3HAYMT:
noun? Jlouennka! Cepaiie Moe, 1 KPOBb MOSI, U KM3Hb MOSI.
TBoi1 cTaphlii... cCTapeHBKMI OTEll, YK€ CEI0M, YK€ CIaObIi...

Ineun otua UrHatus 3agpozkanu, U Bcd rpy3Has purypa
3akoJbixanach. [lomaBisst npoxb, o. UrHaTuit 1menrtan HexX-
HO, KaK MaJeHbKOMY PEOEHKY:

— CrapeHbKuii orell... mpocut Tedsi. Her, Bepouka, ymo-
nsget. OH mavetr. OH HUKOTIA He 1uiakai. TBoe rope, 1eTou-
Ka, TBOU CTpagaHusl — OHU U Mou. bobiie, yem mou!

O. UrHaTuii mokayaj rojloBOii.

— bonbme, Bepouka. Hy 4ro MHe, crapoMy, cMepThb?
A THI... Benp eciiu ObI THI 3HasIa, Kakas Thl HEXXHasI, 1 cjiadasi,
U poOkas! IToMHUIIb, KaK Thl IIPOKOJI0JA MalIbYUK, 1 KPOBb
KamHyzna, u Tl 3ariakana? Jletouka most! M1 Thl Benb MeHs
JIIOOUIb, CUJIBHO JIIOOUIIIb, 1 3Hato. Kaxaoe yTpo Thl Lieay-
elllb MO0 pyKy. CKaxu, CKaxXu, 0 YeM TOCKYeT TBOsI TOJIOBKa,
U 9 — BOT 9TUMM pyKaMu — $ yayury TBoe rope. OHU elle
cuibHBI, Bepa, 3Tu pyku.

Boiocel 0. ITHaTHST BCTPSIXHYIHUC.

— Ckaxu!

O. UrHaTtuii BuJIcS Ija3aMu B CTEHY U MPOTSHYJ PYKH.

— Ckaxu!
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B xomHare ObUIO THXO, U U3 TJIYOOKOM Jajii IPOHECCS
MPOJIOJKUTEIBHBIN U TTPEPBIBUCTHIN CBUCTOK MapoBO3a.

O. Urnartuit, NoBoAsI KPyroM paciIMpUBLIMMMCS TIia3a-
MM, TOYHO Mepel HUM BCTal CTpAIllHbIi MPU3paK M3ypomIo-
BaHHOTO TPYyIla, MEIJIEHHO MPUIIOTHSICS C KOJIEH M HeBep-
HBIM IBIDKEHUEM TOTHEC K TOJIOBE PYKY C PACTOIBIPEHHBIMM
U HANpsSKEHHO BBIMPSIMJAEHHBIMU TajibllaMu. OTCTYNUB K
nBepu, 0. UTHaTUit OTPBIBUCTO IIETTHYJI:

— Ckaxu!

M orBeToM eMy ObLIO MOTYaHUE.

v

Ha npyroii neHp, 1mocjie paHHEro M OMMHOKOro obena, o.
HWruaTuii moien Ha KjiaaOuile — B IIEPBBIN pa3 MOCJIe CMep-
TU novyepu. Bbulo Xapko, 6e3/1I0IHO U TUXO, KaK OYATO 3TOT
KapKUi J€Hb ObLIT TOJIBKO OCBEIIEHHOIO HOYBIO, HO, MO MpPU-
BblUKe, 0. UTHaTUi1 cTapaTeabHO BBITIPSIMIISIT CIIMHY, CYypPOBO
CMOTpeEJI TI0 CTOPOHAM U JiyMaJl, YTO OH BCe TaKOM Xke, Kak
MpexJe; OH He 3aMeyall HU HOBOW M CTpallHO# c1aboCTu B
HOTax, HU TOTO, YTO JUIMHHAasA 00po/ia ero crajla CoBceM OeJoi,
CJIOBHO XE€CTOKMIA MOPO3 yaapuJl Ha Hee. Jlopora K Kjiaaouiry
1A 10 OJMHHOU MpSMON YJIMIE, CJIerka NOAHMMAaBIIECHCS
BBEpPX, U B KOHIIe ee OeJiejla apka KIaaOUILEHCKUX BOPOT,
TMOXO0Xasl Ha YEPHbI, BEYHO OTKPBITBIA POT, OKAMMIIEHHBIA
OJecTIIMMUA 3y0aMMu.

Morwuna Bepbl Haxonwiach B INTyOMHeE KJI1ag0uila, Iae KOH-
YyaJMCh YChINIaHHbIE MMECKOM JOPOXKHU, U 0. UTHaTUIO J0JIr0
MPUILIOCH MYTaThCs B Y3€HBKUX TPOMMHKAX, JOMaHOM! JIUHU-
el TPOXOMMBIINX MEXY 3€JIEHBIX OYTOPKOB, BCEMU 3a0BIThIX
1 BCEMU MOKMHYTBHIX. MecTamMu Nomafaivich MOKOCHUBIINECH,
Mo3eJIeHEeBIIUE OT CTAPOCTU MaMSATHUKM, U3JIOMAHHBIE pe-
LIETKU U OOJIbIINE, TSKEIble KaMHU, BPOCIIME B 3€MJIIO U C
KaKoOI1-TO YyIpIoMoii, cTapdyeckoii 3710001 naBuBiine ee. K ox-
HOMY M3 TaKuX KaMHell mpuxkumanach Moruia Bepnl. OHa
ObU1a TOKPbHITA HOBBIM, MOXEJTEBLIMM JEPHOM, HO KPyromMm



