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YYIECHBIII TOKTOP

Crnenyronuii pacckas He eCTb ILJIOM JOCY:Kero
BBIMbBICJIAa. BC€ onmmcanHoe MHOIO JTelCTBUTEIhb-
HO IIpou3olnao B Kuese jieT 0KoJI0 TPUAIIATHA TO-
MYy HasajJ 1 A0 CHUX IIOP CBATO, OO MeJbUAMIINX
IIOAPOOHOCTEI, COXPaHAeTCA B IIPeJaHUAX TOTO
ceMeiicTBa, 0 KOTOPOM HOUAET peub. 1, ¢ cBO-
eli CTOPOHBI, JIUIIbL U3MEHI IMeHa HEKOTOPBIX
IeNCTBYIOIIUX JUI[ 9TOU TporaTeJbHOU MUCTO-
puu Ia MpUaja YCTHOMY PacCKasy IIMChMEeHHYIO
dopmy.

— I'pum, a I'pum! Iiagm-Ka, IOPOCEHOK-TO...
Cwmeércd... [la-a. A Bo pry-To y Hero!.. CmoTpH,
CMOTpPH... TPABKa BO PTY, ei-0ory, TpaBkal..
Bor mrryka-To!

W nBoe MasbYyraHOB, CTOAINIUX IIepend Or-
POMHBIM, 13 IeJbLHOTO CTEeKJa, OKHOM T'acTpo-
HOMMUYECKOTO MarasuHa, IPUHAJINCH Heyaep-
JKMMO XO0XOTaTh, TOJKAA APYT Apyra B OOK JIOK-
TAMM, HO HEBOJbHO IIPHUILISACHIBAS OT KECTOKOI
cry:xku. OHH y:Ke Oojiee AT MUHYT TOPYAIUA
Imepen 5TOM BeJMKOJIEIHOM BBICTABKOM, BO3-
Oy:KIaBIIeil B OMMHAKOBOI CTEIIEHU UX YMbI
U KeJYAKU. 3eCh, OCBEIéHHbIe APKUM CBe-
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TOM BUICSIIUX JIAMII, BO3BBIIIAJINCH IIeJIbIe I'0-
PBI KPACHBIX KPEIKuX sg0JJ0KOB U aleJIbCUHOB;
CTOSLJIY ITPAaBUJIbHBIE TUPAMUAbI MAaHIAPUHOB,
HEKHO 30JIOTUBIINXCA CKBO3b OKYTHIBAIOIIYIO
UX IMaIuPOCHYI0 OyMary; IpOTSHYJINUCh Ha OJIf0-
laX, YPOAJIMBO PA3sMHYB PTHI 1 BBITYYUB IJ1asa,
OTPOMHBIE KOMUEHBbIe I MapUHOBAHHBIE PHIOKI;
HUKE, OKPY:KEHHbIe TUPJISHAAMU KoJibac, Kpa-
COBaJINCh COUHBIE pPa3pe3aHHbIe OKOPOKAa C TOJI-
CTBIM CJIOEM PO30BaTOro caja... becunciaeHHOe
MHOK€eCTBO 0aHOUEeK 1 KOPOOOUEeK C COJIEHBIMMU,
BapE€HBIMU U KOMUEHBIMHU 3aKyCKaMU JOBepIIa-
JIO 9Ty 3(p(PeKTHYIO KapTUHY, IVIALA HA KOTOPYIO
00a MaJbuYMKa HAa MUHYTY 3a0bLIM O ABeHAaIIla-
TUTPATYCHOM MOPO3€e M O Ba’KHOM HOPYYEHUH,
BO3JIO:KEHHOM Ha HUX MaTepbl0, — MOPYYEHUH,
OKOHUMBIIIEMCSA TaK HEOKUIAHHO U TaK IIJja-
YEeBHO.

Crapuinii MaJbUNK IEePBLIIA OTOPBAJICS OT CO-
3epIllaHusA ouapoBaTeJbHOro 3peantia. OH nep-
HYyJ OpaTa 3a pyKaB U IPOU3HEC CYPOBO:

— Hy, Bonogsa, unem, ugem... Heuero tyr...

OnHOBPEMEHHO IIOAAaBUB TSAMKEJIBIN B3I0X
(crapmiemy M3 HUX OBLIO TOJBKO JECATH JIET,
U K TOMY Ke 00a ¢ yTpa HUUero He eJji, KpoMe
MYCTBIX Ilei1) 1 KUHYB IIOCJEIHUN BJIIOOJIEH-
HO-KaIHBIN B3IVISAA Ha TaCTPOHOMUYECKYIO BBI-
CTaBKY, MaJbUyTaHbl TOPOILJIMBO IIO0EKATIU 110
ynune. IHOrma cKkBo3b 3aIlOTEBINE OKHA Ka-
KOTO-HUOYAb JOMAa OHU BUIEJHU EJIKY, KOTOopas
U3aaJI1 Kasajach I'POMAgHON I'PO3AbI0 APKUX,
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CUSIONINX IISATeH, MHOTMA OHU CJBIIIAIN Jaxe
3BYKM BeCEJIOl MOJIbKHU... HO OHU My KeCTBEHHO
THaJI OT ce0s IPOoYb COOJIa3HUTETbHYIO MbICIIb:
OCTaHOBUTBLCS HA HECKOJBKO CEKYHI U ITPUJIb-
HYTb IVIa3KOM K CTEKJIy.

IIo mepe Toro Kak mJjau MaJbUUKU, BCE Ma-
JIOJIIOTHEee U TeEMHee CTAaHOBUJIMCH YauIlbl. I1pe-
KpacHbIe MarasmuHbl, CUSIOIINE €JKM, PhICAKH,
MYaBIINECs II0J CBOMMU CMHUMM 1 KPAaCHBIMU
CeTKaMM, BU3T II0JIO3bEB, IIPa3gHUYHOE OKUB-
JIeHWe TOJINIbI, BECEJIBIN T'yJI OKPUKOB 1 Pas3ro-
BOPOB, pa3pyMsaHEHHbIe MOPO30M CMEIOIIECs
JNUIla HAaPASHBIX JaM — BCE OCTaJIOCh IIO3aIu.
IloTanynucek MycThIpU, KPUBLIE, Y3KHE IepeyJI-
KU, MpauyHble, HEOCBEIlléHHbIe KOCOTOPHhI... Ha-
KOHeI[ OHHI JOCTUTIJIM IMOKOCHUBIIETOCS BETXOI'O
IOoMa, CTOABIIEro OCOOHAKOM; HIU3 ero — C00-
CTBEHHO IIOABaJl — OBLI KaMeHHBII, a BepX —
nepeBaHHBIN. Q00 TeCHBIM, 00JeIeHeIbIM
1 TPA3HBIM IBOPOM, CJIYKHBIINM IJA BCeX
JKUJIBIIOB €CTeCTBEHHON IMOMOMHOU SIMOM, OHU
CIIyCTUJIMCh BHU3, B IIOABAJI, IPOIILJIN B TeMHO-
Te 00IIIMM KOPHUIOPOM, OTHICKAJIN OIITYIIHIO CBOIO
JIBePb 1 OTBOPIJIU €€.

Y:xe 6ogee roma Kuam MeprajgoBbl B 9TOM
monzemesibe. O0a MaysipuyraHa JaBHO YCIEJU
MIPUBLIKHYTh M K 3THUM 3aKOMNTEJIbIM, ILJIaUy-
UM OT CBIPOCTH CT€HAM, 1 K MOKPBLIM OTpPEII-
KaM, CYIIMBIINMCS HA TPOTAHYTOH yepes3 KOM-
HATy BEePEBKE, U K 3TOMY YyKACHOMY 3allaxy
KEePOCHHOBOI'O 4ajJia, JETCKOI0 I'PSI3HOTO 0eJIbs
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W KpbIC — HacCTodAIlleMy 3amaxy HuileTbl. Ho
CeroaHs, MocJje BCero, YTo OHU BUIEIU HA YJIU-
e, IOCJe dTOr0 IIPa3IHUYHOIO JMKOBAHUSI,
KOTOpO€e OHM YYyBCTBOBAJIU IIOBCIOAY, UX Ma-
JIeHbKIe JeTCKIe cepalla CKaJHCh OT OCTPOro,
HeJIeTCKOTO cTpajaHud. B yriy, Ha rpAa3HOU
IIIUPOKOM IIOCTEJIN, JIesKajla JeBOUYKa JIeT CeMU;
€€ JINITO TOPeJIo, AbIXaHue ObIJI0 KOPOTKO M 3a-
TPYAHUTEJIBHO, IMUPOKO PACKPBITHIE OJeCTs-
IIye Iia3da CMOTPEJIN IPUCTAJIBHO 1 OeCIleIbHO.
Panom ¢ mocresbio, B JIIOJbKE, IPUBENIeHHON
K TOTOJIKY, KpuUuajl, MOpIachk, HaJApPLIBAsCh
U 3aXJIEOBIBAsICh, TPyAHOI peObEHOK. Bricokasd,
Xyzas JKeHINHAa, ¢ U3MOKIEHHBIM, YCTAJIBIM,
TOUHO ITOYEPHEBIINM OT T'OPSA JUIOM, CTOSJIA
Ha KOJICHSIX OKOJIO OOJIbHOI JeBOYKM, IOIIPaB-
JIsis e TIOAYIIKY U B TO »Ke BpeMs He 3a0bIBas
MMOATAJIKUBATH JIOKTEM Kaualollyocsa KOJIbIOEIb.
Korgma majnpuMKy BOIILJIM M CJEIOM 3a HUMU
CTPEMUTEHHO BOPBAJINCH B IIOIBAJ OeJIblie KJIy-
ObI MOPO3HOTO BO3IyXa, JKEHITMHA 00epHYyJa
Ha3aJ, CBOE BCTPEBOKEHHOE JIHIIO.

— Hy? Yro :xe? — copocusia oHa OTPHIBUCTO
¥ HeTepIIeJnBo.

Masbuuku mosryanau. Toabko I'punia nrymHO
BBITEP HOC PYKAaBOM CBOETO ITaJIbTO, IepeIesIaH-
HOTI'O M3 CTApOT'0 BaTHOTI'O XaJaTa.

— OrHecau BwI nucbmo?.. I'pumia, a Tebs
CIIPaIINBaI0, OTAAJ ThI IINCHMO?

— OTgaji, — CHILIBIM OT MOPO3a I'0JIOCOM OT-
BeTtu I'pumia.



— Hy, u uro xe? Uro T eMy cKazau?

— Jla Bcé, Kak ThI yumja. BoT, roBopio,
ot MepmasoBa nmuchbMO, OT Balllero OBLIBIIETO
yupasiasamomnero. A oH Hac obopyrai: «Youpaii-
Techb Bbl, TOBOPHUT, OTCIOAA... CBOJIOYM BEI...»

— Jla KTo Ke aT0? KTO Ke ¢ Bamu pasroBa-
pusaia?.. 'osopu Tonkom, I'pumia!l

— IlIBeifiniap pasroBapuBa... KTo Ke emie?
A emy ropopro: «Bo3bmure, naneHbKa, IUCbMO,
repenanTe, a s 3eCh BHU3Y OTBeTa IIOJOMKIY » .
A on rosopurt: «Kak ke, roBOpUT, Aep:KU Kap-
MaH... EcTb ToXKe y OapmHa BpeMs Ballld ITHUCh-
Ma YUTATb...»

— Hy, a Tb1?

— {1 emy Bcé, Kak ThI yumia, ckasaa: «HEcTb,
MOJI, Heuero... MamryTka O0oabHa... [lTomupa-
eT...» I'oBopro: «Kak mama mecTo HangeTr, Tak
orosaromaput Bac, Casenuii IlerpoBuu, eii-60-
ry, otosmarogaput». Hy, a B 9To BpemMsa 3BOHOK
KaK 3a3BOHUT, KaK 3a3BOHUT, a OH HAM U I'OBO-
put: «YoupaiiTech cKopee orciona K uépty! Uro-
OBI IyXy Balllero 3xech He ObLI0!..» A Bosoabky
Iaske 10 3aTBLIKY yIapu.

— A MeHs OH IIO 3aTBLIKY, — CKasaJy Boo-
s, CJeOUBIINI CO BHIMAaHNEM 3a PaccKa3oM
Oparta, 1 1mouecaJi 3aTLLIOK.

Crapiuit MaJbuYUK BAPYT IMIPUHSAJICSA 03a00-
YeHHO PBITHCA B IVIyOOKMX KapMaHaX CBOEro
xajiaTa. BrlTaliuB HaKOHEI OTTyAa U3MATBIN
KOHBEPT, OH IOJIOXKIJI €TI0 Ha CTOJI 1 CKa3aJ:

— BoT ono, nuceMo-TO...
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Bosabiie mats He paccupamwuBaJjga. Ioaroe
BpeMsdA B AYIIIHOW, IPOMOS3IJION KOMHATE CJbI-
IIaJicsi TOJIbKO HEMCTOBBIA KPUK MJaJeHIla Ja
KOPOTKOe€, YacToe abixanue ManryTku, 0oJbliie
IIOXO0:Kee Ha OecIpephIBHLIE OJHOOOPa3HbIE CTO-
HbI. BaApyr maTh ckasaJia, 00epHYBIINCH HA3a/1:

— Tam Oopir ecTh, OT 00exa ocrajuacsd... Mo-
sKeT, moean 0b1? ToJIbKO XOJOAHBINA, — Paso-
I'PEeTh-TO HEUEM...

B 5T0 BpeMs B KOpua0Ope IOCJBIIIAJINCH UbM-
TO HeyBepeHHBIe Iaru u IrypIliraHue PyKH,
OTBICKHBAIOIIEll B TeMHOTe ABephb. MaTh u oba
MaJbUKa — BCe Tpoe Jake II00JIeJHeB OT Ha-
MPAKEHHOTO OXKUAAHUA — OOEPHYJIUCH B 3TY
CTOPOHY.

Bomén MepmanoB. O OBLT B JIETHEM IIAJIBTO,
JIeTHeH BOMJIOUHON ImiAne u 0e3 xajgom. Ero
PYKU B30YyXJM U IMOCHUHEJN OT MOPO3a, Iiasa
MIPOBAJIMJIINCD, IITEKU OOJIUIJIN BOKPYT HECEH,
TOYHO y MepTBera. OH He cKasaJ :KeHe HU O]I-
HOTO CJIOBA, OHA €My He 3ajajia HU OJHOTO BO-
npoca. OHU OHAJW APYT Apyra II0 TOMY OTda-
STHII0, KOTOPOEe IMIPOWIN APYT V ApyTra B Iiia3ax.

B sToT y:xacHbBI, POKOBOI I'0Jl HECUACTHE 3a
HecuacTbeM HACTOMYMBO M 0e3:KaJIOCTHO ChIIa-
auch Ha MepniasmoBa u ero cembio. CHauajia oH
caM 3a00Jies1 OPIOMIHLEIM TH(MOM, 1 Ha ero Jeue-
HUe YIILJIU BCe UX CKyAHbIe cOepexxkeHudA. Ilo-
TOM, KOTZla OH MIOIPaBUJICS, OH Y3HAJ, YTO €ro
MEeCTO, CKDOMHOE MECTO YIIPaBJISIOIIEr0 JOMOM
Ha IBaJIATh IIATL PyOJIell B MecCHll, 3aHATO y:Ke
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npyrum... Hauanacs oTuasgHHasg, CyJIOPOKHAS
TIOTOHS 3a CJIIyYaliHOU pabdoToii, 3a IepernucKoi,
3a HUUYTOKHBIM MECTOM, 3aJIOT U IIepe3aJior Be-
e, Ipojaka BCSIKOI0 X03ANMCTBEHHOTO TPA-
IIbsi. A TyT emé mouwiu 6oJieTh aetu. Tpu me-
cAlla TOMY Haszajl yMepJja ofiHa IeBOYKa, Telephb
Ipyras JIEKUT B :Kapy u 0e3 codHanmus. Eimzase-
Te VIBaHOBHE IIPUXOANJIOCH OMHOBPEMEHHO yXa-
JKMBaTh 3a OOJIBHOM IEeBOYKOM, KODMUTH I'PYAbIO
MaJIEHBKOT'O U XOJIUTh MOUTH Ha APYroil KOHeIl
ropojzia B oM, I'le OHA IIOJEHHO CTUpaJa 0esbe.

Bechb cerogHAMHUNA OeHL OBLJI 3aHAT TEM,
YTOOBI ITOCPEACTBOM HEUEJOBEUECKUX YCHUJINMI
BBIXKATh OTKyJa-HUOYIb XOTh HECKOJBKO KOIIe-
ek Ha JiekapcTBo MarryTke. C aToit mmeabo Mep-
IIAJIOB o0eraj 4yTh JIU He IIOJTopoaa, KISHYAa
U YHUKadAch nmoBciony; EnusaBera MIBanoBHa
XoamJjaa K CBoel OapbIHe, JeTH ObLIMN IIOCJIAHbI
C IUCHMOM K TOMY OapmHY, JOMOM KOTOPOTO
ypaBaaa paubiiie MepmaioB... Ho Bce orro-
BapWBAaJINCh NN NPa3AHUYHBIMH XJIOIIOTAMMU,
NI HeuMeHueM aeHer... IHble, Kak, HaIpu-
Mep, IIBenIap OBIBIIEro maTpoHa, IPOCTO-Ha-
IIPOCTO THAJIN IIPOCHUTEJIEH C KPBLIbILA.

MuHyT gecATh HUKTO He MOT IIPOM3HECTU
HU cjoBa. Bapyr MepiaysoB OBICTPO HMOMHAICS
C CYHOYyKa, Ha KOTOPOM OH /IO CUX TIOp CcuuaeJ,
U PEeIINTeJIbHBIM ABUKEeHNEM HAJABUHYJ TUIy0:Ke
Ha JIOO CBOIO MCTPEIAaHHYIO ILIAIY.

— KRynma te1? — TpeBo:kHO cirpocusia Enmsa-
Bera lIBaHOBHA.
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Mepuasnos, B3ABIININCA yiKe 3a PYUYKY ABEPU,

o0epHYyJICA.
— Bce paBHO, cugeHueM HHUUYero He IIOMO-
JKelllb, — XPUILIO0 OTBETUJI OH. — lloiiny ere...

XO0Tb MHJIOCTBIHIO TTOITPOOYIO ITPOCUTD.

Beriina Ha yauiy, oH momiésa 0eciejabHO BIIe-
pén. OH Huuero He MCKaJ, HU Ha UTO He Haje-
sicsa. OH 1aBHO yiKe Mepekuy TO Kryuee Bpe-
Ms 0eTHOCTH, KOT[a MeuTaelllb HalTu Ha YJIUIe
OyMasKHUK C JeHbraMU WUJIY IOJYYUTH BHE3all-
HO HACJEICTBO OT HEM3BECTHOI'O TPOIOPOISHOTO
IAOIONIKKU. Telepb MM OBJIANENI0 HEyAepP:Ku-
Moe KeJaHMe OesKaTh Kya II0Iajo, 0exaTh 0e3
OIVISIAKM, UYTOOBI TOJIBKO HE BUAETH MOJTYAJINBO-
'O OTYASTHUS T'OJIOJHOI CEMbH.

IIpocuts mmaocteiHu? OH yiKe mompobo-
BaJI 9TO CPEACTBO CerogHs aBa pasa. Ho B mep-
BBIM pas3 KaKou-TO IOCIIOAWH B €HOTOBOI ITy0Oe
IIPOYEJI eMy HacTaBJieHIe, UTO HaJlo paboTaTh,
a He KJISHYUTDH, & BO BTOPOIl — ero o0eIaan oT-
IPaABUTDH B IOJUITHIO.

HesameTHo mjys ce6sa MeprajaoB ouyTHUJICs
B IIEHTPE I'opojia, Y Orpaabl I'yCTOTO OOIIeCTBEH-
HOTO caza. Tak Kak eMy HNPUIILIOCH BCE BpeMsA
UITU B TOPY, TO OH 3aIILIXAJICA 1 IIOYYBCTBOBAJ
ycTaaocTh. MalmnHaJIbHO OH CBEPHYJ B KaJIUT-
Ky U, IPOUAA NJUHHYIO ajljielo JIUMI, 3aHEeCEH-
HBIX CHETrOM, OITYCTUJICA Ha HU3KYI CaJOBYIO
CKaMeuKy.

TyT 6bLJIO THXO U TOPKEeCTBeHHO. llepeBbs,
OKyTaHHBIE B CBOU OeJjible PU3HI, IpeMaJju B He-
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MMOJABIMKHOM Beanunu. MlHorna ¢ BepxHell BeTKHN
cphIBAJICA KyCOUEK CHera, M CJILIIITHO ObLIIO, KaK
OH ITypIIaJ, magas U MelJisasch 3a IPyrue BeT-
BU. ['mryOoKass TUIIMHA U BeJINKOE CIIOKOMCTBUE,
CTOPOKMBIIINE CaJl, BAPYT IPOOYAUIN B UCTEP-
daHHOU ayiie MepiiajioBa HECTEPIUMYIO KAKIY
TaKOI'0 K€ CIIOKOMCTBUA, TAKOU Ke TUIINNHBI.

«Bor neun ObI M BaCHyTH, — AyMaJ OH, —
U 3a0BITH O YKeHe, O TOJIOAHBIX JeTAX, O OOJIBHOI
MamryTke». IIpocynys pyky nmop :xkuiaet, Mep-
IIAJIOB HAIIYIIAJ TOBOJBHO TOJICTYIO BEPEBKY,
CJOY.KUBIIYIO eMy mosicoM. MbIcab 0 camoyouii-
CTBe COBEPILIEHHO SCHO BcTajia B ero rojgose. Ho
OH He YKaCHYJICS 9TO MBICJIU, HU Ha MT'HOBe-
HUe He COAPOTHYJICA Iepel MPaKoM HeU3BEeCT-
HOTO.

«Yem morubaTh MeJJIeHHO, TaK He JIydIlle JIn
n30paTh 0osiee KpaTKuil myTh?» OH yiKe XoTe
BCTaTh, UYTOOBI MCIIOJHUTH CBOE CTPAIITHOE HaMe-
peHue, HO B 9TO BPeMs B KOHIIE aJlJIeH IIOCJIbI-
IMaJicsl CKPUI IIaroB, OTUETINBO pas3gaBIINICS
B MOPO3HOM BoO3ayXe. MepIiiajoB ¢ 03JI00JIeHN-
eM oOepHYyJiCS B 3Ty cTOpoHY. KTo-TO 1M1€) IO
ayee. CHauasia OBLJI BUIEH OTOHEK TO BCIBIXM-
BaroIlel, To rmoryxasouieii curapsl. Ilorom Mep-
IIAJIOB MaJIO-IIOMaJIy MOT PasriIdleTh cCTapukKa
HeOOJIBLIIIOTO POCTa, B TEIJION IIaIKe, MEXOBOM
MaJbTO M BBICOKUX KaJiomax. IlopaBHABIINCH
CO CKaMelKoU, He3HaAKOMeI] BAPYT KPYTO IIOBEP-
HYJ B CTOPOHY MepiiajgoBa u, cjerKa JoTparu-
BasICh IO IIAIKM, CITPOCILI:
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— BbI mo3BonTE 37€CH ITPUCECTD ?

Mep11ajI0B YMBIIILJIEHHO PE3K0 OTBEPHYJICA OT
He3HAKOMIIa U IIOABUHYJICA K Kpalo CKaMelKu.
MuHYT OATH IPOILIO B 000I0OAHOM MOJUYAHUM,
B IIPOJOJI:KeHNEe KOTOPOTO He3HaKOMeIl KypPUJI
curapy u (Mep1aJyioB 9TO YyBCTBOBAJI) MCKOCA
Ha0JII0aJI 3a CBOMM COCEIOM.

— Houxka-To Kakas ciaaBHas, — 3aroBOPUJI
BIAPYT He3HaKoMell. — MoposHo... Tuxo. Yto 3a
IIpeJiecTh — pyccKas 3uMmal

T'osoc y Hero ObLI MATKUI, JIACKOBBIN, CTap-
yeckuii. Mepuajos MoJdaj, He 000paunBascCh.

— A a BOT pebATHIIIKAM 3HAKOMBIM II0apou-
KU KyOWJI, — IPOAOJIKAJ HesHaKoMell (B pyKax
Yy Hero ObLJIO HECKOJIBKO CBEPTKOB). — [la BOT
110 IOpOTe He yTepIe, clesial KPyr, YTOObI ca-
JIOM IIPOMTHU: OUEHBb YK 37eCh XOPOIIIO.

Mepi1amoB BooOIIIe ObIJI KPOTKMM M 3aCTEH-
YUBBIM UEJIOBEKOM, HO ITPU ITOCJIETHUX CJI0BaX
He3HAaKOMIIa er0 OXBaTWJ BAPYT IIPUJINB OTYA-
SSHHOH 3J7100b1. OH PE3KUM ABM:KEHUNEM II0OBep-
HYJICA B CTOPOHY CTapuKa 1 3aKpUyaJl, HeJIeo
pasMaxmBas PyKaMHU U 3abIXasiCh:

— Ilomapoukmu!.. Ilogapouku!.. 3HaKOMBIM
pedATuIIKaM mogapouku!.. A d... a y MeHs, MU-
JIOCTUBBIHN rocyJapb, B HACTOAIIYI0O MUHYTY MOU
PEeOATHUIIKY ¢ TOJIOAY AOoMa HmoabIXarorT... [loma-
pouku!.. A y KeHbI MOJIOKO IIPOIAaJIO, U TPYI-
HOI peOEHOK IleJIblii NeHb He el... [logapouku!..

MepnaJioB 0:KuAaJI, 4YTO MOCJEe dTUX OecIio-
PAMTOYHBIX, 03JIO0JIEHHBIX KPUKOB CTAPUK TIOI-
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HUMeTCA U YHAOET, HO OH omrudca. CTapuk mpu-
03U K HEMY CBOE€ YMHOE, CepbE3HOE JIUITO
c ceapIMU 0aKaMU M CKasaJl APY:KeJai00HO, HO
CepPbE3HLIM TOHOM:

— Ilogmos:xauTe... He BoamuyiiTech! Pacckasku-
Te MHE BCE II0 IOPAIKY M KaK MOKHO Kopoue.
Mo:xkeTr OBITH, BMECTe MBI IIPUAYMaeM UTO-HU-
Oynb 111 Bac.

B HeoOBIKHOBEHHOM JINIle HEe3HAaKOMIlA ObIJIO
YTO-TO JI0 TOTO CIIOKOMHOE U BHYIIIAIOIIee JOBe-
pue, uro MepIiiajaoB ToTuac ke 0e3 MaJieHInein
yTallKu, HO CTPAIIHO BOJHYSICH M CIIella, Iie-
penaia csoio ucrtopuio. OH pacckasaj o cBoeil
0oJie3H1, O IOTEpPe MecTa, O CMepTHu pPedEHkKa,
000 BCeX CBOUX HECUACTUSIX, BILJIOTH JO HBLIHEII-
Hero nHA. HesHakomerl ciyiias, He ITepeduBas
€ro HU CJIOBOM, M TOJIBKO BCE IILITIMBEE U IIPHU-
cTajbHee 3amIAAbIBaJ B €0 IVIa3a, TOUHO JKeJjasd
ITPOHUKHYTH B cCAMYI0 IVTyOb 3TOII HAOOJIeBIIIeH,
BO3MYIIEHHOM Aymin. Bapyr oH OBICTPBIM, COB-
CceM IOHONIECKUM ABMKEHIEM BCKOUMJI C CBOETO
MecTa u cxBatua MepiiajgoBa 3a pyky. Mepiia-
JIOB HEBOJILHO TOK€ BCTAJ.

— Egemre! — ckasas He3HaKoOMell, yBJe-
Kad 3a pyKy MepnainoBa. — ExemTe ckopee!..
CuacTne Ballle, YTO Bbl BCTPETUJINCH C BPAUYOM.
§1, KoHeUHO, HU 3a UTO He MOTY PydaThbCsd, HO...
moexemre!

Munyt yepes necatb MepHajoB 1 JOKTOP YiKe
Bxoauau B noaBasi. Enmnzasera MIBanoBHA J1esKa-
Jla Ha IIOCTeJIN PAJOM CO CBOeil OOJIbHOU moue-
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