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I
KOP3MHKA C IBETAMU

5 mag 1838 roma, 4acoB OKOJIO JEBITHU yTpa, Y MOAbE3Aa JOMA KHS3SI
IIagypckoro ocraHOBMJIACh MOJIOAASl XEHIIMHA W JEPHYJa 3a PYYKY
3BoHKa. CyJs 10 ee Hapy>KHOCTH U KOCTIOMY, B HEeil HETPYIHO ObLIO Y3-
HaTbh TOPHUYHYIO U3 MOpsiIouHOro joMa. OHa OGepexXHO nepxKana B pyKax
KOP3WHKY, MOKPBITYIO IIUPOKUM JIMCTOM 01011 OyMaru u nepeBsi3aHHYIo
BIOJIb U TIOTNIEPEK LIMPOKOIO PO30BOIO JeHTol0. M3-1oa 6ymaru npoousa-
JINCh CBEXUE U TYIIUCTHIEC [[BETHI.

Yepe3 MUHYTY B ABEPHU IIEJIKHYJI 3aMOK, U Ha TIOPOTe TOSIBUJICS TOJIC-
THI/ 1IBEHLAP, B YTPEHHEM Je3a0uiibe, C TI0JIOBOIO LIETKOIO B pyKax, W,
YBUIISl COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMYIO KEHILVHY, CIIPOCUJI BechMa Helo0e3-
HbIM TOHOM:

— Koro Hano?

XKeHiyHa cierka u3MeHuIach B JIMIE U, TOPOIUIMBO OTAaBasl KOp-
3UHKY, MPOrOBOpUJIA CJIeTKa APOXKallMM U OYATO TPEBOXKHBIM T'OJIOCOM:

— Ilepenaiite KHS310 U KHSITMHE... TYT UBeTHL... CKaxuTe, 4TO OT
OeJIbrMiACcKOro KoHcya... [Ipukasanu KJIaHAIThCsl M OTAATb...

— JlagHo, OyneT oTnaHo! — OTBETWJI LIBEHIIAp yKe MeHee CYpOBbIM
TOHOM (BEPOSITHO, CJIOBA «OT OEJIbIMICKOr0 KOHCYJ1a» ObUIM TOMY IIPUYKM-
HOI1) U, IPUHSIB C PyK Ha PYKU KOP3UMHKY, CKPBUICS 3a 3aXJIOMHYBLIEICS
CTEKJISTHHOU TBEPHIO.

XKeHiuHa onpomeThio Opocuiiach 6exaTrh J0 MepBOro MOIMaBIIeTocs
M3BO3UMKA, MPBITHYJA, HE TOPTysICh, B APOXKU M OBICTPO Mcuessa 3a
VIJIOM YJTUIIBI.

[IBeiitiap, B 0XXMAAHUU MPOOYKASHUS CBOUX IOCIIOJ, MOCTaBUI KOP-
3MHKY Ha MAaCCUBHYIO, PE3HYIO TyOOBYIO CKAMENKY, CIYXUBIIYIO HEOOXO-
JNIUMBIM JOTIOJTHEHUEM K BEJIMKOJIEITHBIM CEHSIM C MPAaMOPHBIMU KOJIOHHA-
MU KHSKECKOTO JIoMa, U TIPUHSUICS 32 CBOIO YTPEHHIOW paboTy — moame-
TaTb TPAHUTHBIA MO3aWYHBIN TT0JI.

Bapyr, uepe3 HeCKOJIbKO BpeMeHH, B CEHSIX, HEM3BECTHO OTKYJa, M0~
cablancs ciadbiit Kpuk MianeHua. LBseiiiap Obl1 OUeHb U3YMJIEH 3TUM
COBEPLIEHHO HEOObIYAHBIM 0OCTOSITENILCTBOM M CTaJl MPUCTYLIMBATLCS.
Kpuk nmosropuiics euie, 1 Ha 3TOT pa3 YXKe COBEPILIEHHO SIBCTBEHHO U3
MPUHECEHHON KOP3UHKHM.

— Bort-te u Genbruiickuii KoHcyn!.. DKo aeno Kakoe! — mpoOypyat
cebe MmoJ HOC MACTUTHIM MPUBPATHUK U TOTYAC K€ OPOCHIICS Ha YIUILY,
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BIOTOHKY 32 HEM3BECTHOI XeHIuHoW. Ho 3To Oblia ye coBepllIeHHO
TIIETHAsl TIOTBITKA, TaK KaK TOM M cJiel JaBHBIM-IaBHO MPOCTHII. B pa3-
IIyMbE O CIYYMBIIECHCS «OKa3UW», TTOTPSIXUBAsI TOJOBOIO M Pa3BOMIsl pyKa-
MM, BO3BPATWJICSI OH B CBOU CEHU U, MOJHSBIIMCH BBEPX IO POCKOILIHOM
JIECTHUIIE, KITMKHYJI, C MOA00alolIel TAMHCTBEHHOCTBIO, KHSIXKEeCKOTo Ka-
MepAMHepa U KaMEPUCTKY KHITUHU.

Bce BTpoeM 0CTaHOBWIMCH OHU Mepe] TAMHCTBEHHON KOP3UHKOI, HO
HUKTO U3 HUX HE OCMEJIUJICS AOTPOHYThCSI U PACKPBITh €€ — «Ha Oap-
CKOe-/ie UMsI TIPUCJIaHO», U TTIOTOMY Ha TPOMCTBEHHOM COBETE CBOEM I10-
JIOXKWJIM OHU — JTOJIOXKUTH 000 BCeM HEMEIJICHHO XKe TOCITOIaM.

KamepnuHep HampaBwiIcs Ha TIOJIOBUHY KHsSA3s, a KaMepuCTKa B
CMaJIbHIO KHSATUHMU.

— Bame cusitenbcTBo!.. a Baile cusTenbcTBO! bor Mwioctu npu-
ciai...

— Al.. yT0?.. — MPOOGOPMOTAJT KHSI3b CIIPOCOHOK.

— bor munocTtu nipucian BaiemMy CUSITEIbCTBY, — MOYTUTEJIbHEMIIIE
MOBTOPUJI KaMepIuHep.

— Kaxoit Mmunoctu?

— Kop3uHKy ¢ uBeTaMu-c...

— Yro ThI Bpelllb? KaKy0 KOP3UHKY?

— Ot 6enbruiickoro KOHCYyJA... MpUuKas3ajid KJIaHSIThCS U OTAaTh Ba-
1IEMY CUSITEJILCTBY.

— Ot Kakoro 0eJbruiicKoro KoHcyaa? — B HETOYMEHUU JOTBIThIBAJ
KHSI3b, POTUPAst 3aCMaHHble T1a3a. — YTO 3TO, THI MbSIH, YTO JIN?

— Hwukak HeT, Baille CUSATEILCTBO, a TOJBKO s JOKJIAAbIBAlO, YTO
OT OEeBruiCKOro KOHCYA... BOor MMJIOCTBIO MOCETHII... KOP3UHKA C 11BE-
TaMHU...

Kusasp Hlagypckuii rasiaen Bo Bce IJ1a3a Ha CBOEro KamepauHepa U
TOJIBKO MOXKUMaJ TUleyaMu.

— [la o0BsicHUCH ThI, OpaTell, mo-4yejoBedyecku. B uem neno?

— Mnaaenen-c...

— Kakoit mnagenen?

— Hago nonaraTh, NOAKMABIIL... B KOp3uHKe 3TOI caMOil ITOJIOXKEH. ..
Mpbl 6e3 Ballero CUsITEbCTBA HE OCMEJIWIINC...

— Al.. — npousHec kHs3b [llagypckuii, 1 TUYHbBIE MYCKYJIBI €r0 KaK-
TO KMCJIO TIEpeIepHYJI0 OT 3aMETHOTO HeyA0BOJbCTBUSI. KHSI3b MOHMMAT
Y JIOTaJbIBAJICS] O TOM, YErO He MOHMMAJ M He MOT IOraaThCsl €ro KaMep-
TIHEP.

— KHsruHs 3HaeT? — TOpPOIUIMBO 1 03a00YEHHO CITPOCKUI OH, TTObI-
MasICh C MIOCTEJIH.

— Mamzens @aHu MolUIa TOKIAIbIBaTh UX CHSITETBCTBY.

— Al.. — W nu110 KH#35 ONSITh MEepeaepHYJIO.

Korma kaMmepurcTKa 10J0XWIA O CIYIUBIIEMCST KHITUHE, TO KHATUHS
HUYETo He cKasaja e Ha 3TO U TOJbKO KaK-TO CapKacTUYeCKH U KOBApHO
VJIBIOHYJIACh, HO TaK JIETKO, UYTO 3Ty YJIbIOKY MOUYTH HEBO3MOXHO OBLIO
MOAMETHUTD... Kazaynoch, UTo KHITUHS, MOJ0OHO KHS310, TOHUMAaJa U 10-
ragbiBajach O TOM, Yero He TOHUMaJIa e TOPHUYHAsI, U HeJb3sl CKa3aTh,

8



YTO CYNPYTH OCTAIUCh OCOOEHHO AOBOJIbHBI MOCETUBIIEN MX boxuei Mu-
JIOCTBIO.

— Ilozapasnsito Bac, KHs3b, C MpUpallleHWEM BallleTo ceMeicTBa, —
cKazajia KHSTWHS MPY BXONe MyXa B ee Oyayap, U cKazajia 3TO TaK MUJIO U
JII00€3HO, YTO BCE KOJIKME IIMWIbKY MPOU3HECEHHOU €10 (pa3bl Mokasa-
quch Hlagypckomy BTpoe KoJllouee, Tak UTO OH, 3aKYCUB OT 10CAllbl HUX-
HIOIO TYOY, TPOLIeIWI el B OTBET CKBO3b 3yObl BECbMa CYXUM U XOJIOIHBIM
TOHOM:

— MHe KaxeTcsl, YTO 9TO OTHOCHUTCSI CTOJIbKO X€ U K BaM, CKOJIbKO
Ko MHe... Kop3uHka npuciaHa Ha Halile o01iee uMmsl.

— 4, no kpaitHeit Mepe, HUCKOJIbKO HE BUHOBAaTa B 3TOM, — CTOJIb e
KOJIKO U Kak OblI po cebst 3ameTuia KHATUHS.

Iagypckuii IpUCTaIbHO U CYXO IIOCMOTpEI €l IIPSIMO B IJ1a3a.

— B amom — na, HUCKOJILKO! HO B dpyeom... — TPOU3HEC KHSI3b C He-
MaJIol0 BBIPAa3UTEIbHOCTBIO U OCTAHOBUIICS.

— B uem apyrom? — ¢ XUBOCTEIO IlepeOmia ero xkeHa. — B uem?..

— BBI camMu 04eHb XOPOIIIO MOHMMAeTe, O YeM s TOBOPIO; TaK He 3a-
CTaBJIsITE Ke MEHSI XOTh paju MPUINYUS Ha3bIBaTh BElM HACTOSIIIUMU
UX UMeHamu! — cKasajl OH, He CBOJS IVIa3 C JIMIA XeHbI, U TIOTOM J00a-
Bui1: — IlaTh MecsitieB Ha3ag MeHs He ObuTo B [letepOypre... la, moTom,
BBl OYEHb XOPOIIIO JOJKHBI TOMHUTh, YTO TPU Mecslla 51 OAUH 0e3 Bac
MPOXKUJ B IEPEBHE.

Kusirnas cmyTunace u rokpacHesna. Ternepb eif B CBOIO OYepeb IMpU-
1JIOCh TJIOTaTh MYXXKHUHBI IIMUJIbKU. OHa cujena Ha KaJeHbIX YTOlbsIX U
BUIMMO MCKaJa cIydasl 1aTh Ipyroe HampaBJieHUe pa3roBopy.

— A re e KOp3MHKa, OHaKOo? YyTo 3TO ee He HecyT? — cKasajia OHa,
03200YE€HHO MOJHMUMASICh C MECTa.

KopsuHka Obljla BHECEHA KaMepUCTKOI B KOMHaTty. KHAruHs cama
pasBsizasia y3Jibl pO30BOI JIEHTHI U MPUIIOAHSIA JIUCT Oes1oil Oymaru.

Bce BTpoeM ¢ 11000MBITCTBOM HAaKJIOHUJIUCH HaJ KOpP3UHKOMW. Tam,
Cpenu LIBETOB, Jiexkasa AeBOYKa, POAMBIIASCS, MMO-BUAUMOMY, THS IBa-
Tpu Hazan. Ha Heil ObuiM HageThl cOpoyKa TOHYAKIIEero OaTucTa u yer-
YUK, OTOPOYEHHBIN HACTOSIIUMU KpykeBaMmu. Jlexaiia oHa, co BceX CTO-
POH, KaK MyXoM, 00JIoXeHHasl 6esioto 1 Teruioro Batoii. [1pu Helt Haxonu-
Jlach 3alMcKa, BechMa JaKOHMYeCKOro conepxanusi: «Poaunaack BToporo
Mmasi. Ele He KpeuleHa», — U ToabKO. CKIIOH OYKB JIOXWICS B JIEBYIO CTO-
POHY, OUeBUIHO, ISl TOTO, YTOOBI HeJb3sl ObLIO Y3HATh, Ubsl pyKa mucaia
3anucky. I1o Bceil 06cTaHOBKE 3TOM KOP3MHKU MOXKHO ObLIIO MPEANOJIO-
>KWTb, YTO JUTS IPUHAJIEXKATIO HE COBCEM O€IHOI MaTepu U YTO, 3HAUMT,
He ToJIOA M HUILIETa, a IPYTUe, HEM3BECTHbIE TIPUYMHBI 3aCTaBUIIM €€ pac-
CTaThCsl C CBOMM PEOEHKOM.

TMonkuapiin HEeMeIJIeHHO Ke ObLT CIaH Ha pyKW KaMepUCTKe, 110 TPU-
HUCKaHUsI eMy OoJiee OINpeleeHHOTO MOJO0XeH s, U YHeCeH M3 Oymyapa
KHSITUHM, KOTOpasi OMsITh OCTalach C IJ1a3y Ha Iia3 co CBOMM MyxeMm. He-
CKOJIBKO BpeMeHU 00a Mo4aiau. BuagHo ObUI0, 4YTO U TOT U Apyrast Kpel-
KO 3aIyMaJIUCh O YEM-TO B 3TY KPUTUYECKYIO MUHYTY.

KHsruns nmepBast mpepBajia HeJIOBKOE MOJTYaHUeE.
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— YT0 Xe Bbl HAMEPEHbI JIEJIaTh C 3TUM peOeHKOM? — CIIPOCHJIA OHA. —
Benpb, kaxeTcs, Hanmo OOBSIBUTh, YTO JIM, KOMY-TO 00 3TOM.

— B3znop!.. Hukomy HUYero o0bsIBISITh HE HAO, 4 HaJO MPOCTO... —
U KHSI3b OIATh OCTAHOBUJICS U 3ayMaJIcsl.

— Yo Xe Hamo? — mepecnpocua ero KeHa.

— Hajgo HaM 0OBSICHUTBCSI ¢ BaMU! — HaKOHEIl BHITOBOPWJ OH, CO-
OpaBIIKMCH C CUJIAMU.

— W3BosbTe, 51 rOTOBA...

— [leno BOT B yeM, — HavaJj KHs3b, Kak Obl TpUKUCKKUBas 0ojee yao0-
HbIE, OAXOISIINAE BBIPAXKEHUS, — €0 BOT B YEM: Y HAC C BAMU, KHSITU-
HSI, €CTh Halll COOCTBEHHBI CBHIH M HACJIETHUK MOEr0 MMEHM — KHSI3b
Bnagumup anypckuii, u MOTOMY... S HE XeJal0, YTOObI B IOME HallleM
HaXOJWJIMCh U BOCIIMTHIBAJIMCH PSIIOM C HALIUM CHIHOM Kakue Obl TO HU
ObUIO TTOCTOPOHHME NeTH. BriojgHe 1 Bbl MeHS TTOHUMaeTe? — CIPOCUT
OH, MpuUaaBasi Kak Obl 0COOEHHOE 3HAUYEHKE ITOMY MOCIEIHEMY BOIIPOCY.

KHsrnnas norynuia rjiaza u yTBepaAMTeIbHO KMBHYJIA TOJIOBOIO.

— He yrogHo i1 Bam OyneT OTIIpaBUThCS 3a rpaHUIly? — Kak Obl He-
OXUAAHHO U O6eClEeIbHO CIIPOCUIT OH.

— Ioxanyii... 1 mogymalo...

— To-T1o, mogymariite... A 06 yyacTu 5TOro MoAKUIbIIIA Bbl HE Oecro-
KoiTech, — MOOABWJI OH, BCTaBasi M BBIXOMASI U3 KOMHaThl. — f caenato
ISl HETO BCe, YTO MOTY.

I1
MATD

IIpockakaB Mo BeIOOMHAM IeTepOYPrcKOil MOCTOBOI CO BCEIO BO3-
MOXHOIO CKOPOCTBIO, Ha KaKyIO TOJbKO CITOCOOHA TOy3aMOpEeHHasT 13-
BO3UMYbS KJIsTYa, IPOKKHU MOBEPHYJIM B 00JIEE TIYXYIO YACTh TOPOMIa U OC-
TaHOBWIMCH B MaslooaHOM CBEYHOM Mepeyike, rnepel HeOONbIIUM Jie-
pPeBSIHHBIM IoMoM. CujieBlIasl B HUX XKEHIIMHA MOCMEelIHO U He pa3dupast
CyHYyJIa B PYKY M3BO3UMKa KaKylO-TO aCCUTHALIMIO, IPUYEM TOT He TIPEMU-
HyJI BBEpHYTh 00bIUHOE: «MajioBaro!.. Ha yaek Obl Hafo». Ellie mocrelHee
COCKOYMJIa OHA C IPOKEK U, TPEBOXHO OTJISIABIBASICh HA3all U MO CTOPO-
HaM — CJIOBHO 00sICh TOTOHU, — CKPbLIACh B HU3EHbKOI KaJIUTKE Aepe-
BSIHHOTO JIOMa.

ITpobGexaB uepe3 ABOPUK MO HACTJAAHHBIM, Paay IPs3U, TOCKAM, OHA
OCTaHOBWJIACh Y HEOOJbLIOrO (uresbka, Ha CTeHe KOTOPOTo Oblia Mpu-
6uTa BbIBecKa ¢ Haanuchlo: «Hebamme» — «[loBuBasbHast 6abKa», U OC-
TOPOXXHO TMOCTy4yajach B ABepb. K Heii BbllIa XEeHIIMHA YUCTOIJIOTHO-
HEeMeIIKOI Hapy>XKHOCTH, B OJIOM YeTllie U JIIOOOMBITHO, YyTh HE K CAMOMY
HOCY, MOJCTaBUJIA €ii, C BOIPOCOM, CBOIO BOCTPEHbKYIO (PU3UOHOMMUIO.

— UYro, cnut?.. MoxHO BOTHU? — IIEMOTOM CIIpOCHJa €¢ IpHheXaB-
11asi, XOTS 3TOT LIEMOT POBHO HU K Y€MYy He ObLJT TYT HYXEH.

— Her, He cniuT, Bce Bac MOXKMIAETCs, — OTBevasa eif, Tak e IIerno-
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ToM, HeMKa. — CiaBa bory, 4To ckopo npuexaiu, a To s ye 3a Hee 00sI-
Jlach: OY€Hb MHOTO YK OHa 06eCIOKOUIACh...

OTBOpPUB OCTOPOXHO JABEPb, XKEHIIMHA HA LIBITIOYKAX BOIILJIA B TEM-
HYI0 KOMHATy OOJIbHOIA.

I1pu Buae ee GosibHasI C HETePIIEHUEM MPUITOAHSIACh HAa MOMYIIIKAX U
C XXKaHBIM OXWJIAaHUEM, MBITJIMBO BIepuia B Hee CBOU YepHBIE, BbIpa3u-
TeJIbHBIC [J1a3a.

— Hy uro, Harama? — c¢ 3amupaHueM cepjlia crpocuia OHa. —
CHecna?

— Huuero, cnaBa bory, Bce xopoio... Hu4ero... CHecia u oTaana.

— B3sin oHUM? — c Bo3pacTalollMM HeTepreHrueM JoTMpallnBaia
OosbHas.

— Hapo nonarate, 4to B3sUiM... He BBIKMHYT XXe MJIaJieHlia Ha YIu-
11y, — KaK-TO JIEpEeBIHHO paccyania B yCIIOKOUTeIbHOM ToHe Haraina.

— Cnaga Tebe INocmonu! — ¢ BocTOproMm mpoiilenTana OojibHasi, U
cJie3bl 3aKanajiu U3 ee MpeKpacHbIX IJ1as.

— UYro xe BoI T1auere? Benb Bce, cnaBa Tebe ['ocmomu, yaaaoch Kak
He HaJo ObITh Jiyulle! — yTeuiana ee Mexay TeM Harania, crapasich noka-
3aTh yyacTue, B KOTOPOM, OIHAKO, OoJiee TPOHULIATEIbHBIN YeTOBEK MOT
OBl MOIMETUTD BCE TY XK€ JACPEBSIHHYIO MOAKIANKY HE TO UTO PABHOAYILIMS,
a KaKoro-TO CKPBITOTO HeTOOPOXKeIaTeIbCTRA.

— S e ot rops, Harama: s ot pamoctn... I Teneps moutu CoBCEM
Belb cyacTiuBa...Benb, moHUMaellb JU Thl, S MOTY, Oyl1y Y HUX BUJATh
€e... XOTb M3JaJI1, XOTh KaK 4yXXyI0, a BCe-TaKu BUIETh, 3HATh... Bellb BCE
Ke JIydlille, YeM COBCceM He BUIaTh-To!.. YTo menats!..

Harania paBHOAYIIIHO, KaK COBEPIIIEHHO MOCTOPOHHUIA YEIOBEK, CITy-
1aja 3Ty MCMoBeAb O0JbHOM, MOJHYIO U PaOCTU, U HAEXI, U TPYCTH.

— Hy a uro mam... y Hac, noma? He cibixana Thl? — HEOXWUIAHHO
crpocusia 60JibHast OCI€ MUHYTHOTO pa3ayMbsl.

— Huuero... Bce, Kaxuch, oKa CIIOKOWHO, — OTBETHJIA C MaJleHb-
Kol 3anuHKoi Haraia, ¢ 3alIMHKO# ITIOTOMY, YTO Ha CaMOM Jiesie ObLIO
JlaJieko He CIOoKoiHO. — Jla Bbl HE TpeBOXbTeCh, — MpubaBuIa OHa, —
aBoch, bor mact, Bce Kak-HUOyIb 000 aETCS.

BonbHas paBHOOYIITHO MOKayajia rojoBOM.

— EnBa mu, Harama!.. He BepuUTCSI MHE UTO-TO! — CO B3J0OXOM CKa3a-
Jla OHAa. — YK rae TaM o0oiMTuch!.. MHe, BepHO, Ha POJly HAlMCAHO He
3HAaTh HU TOKOSI, HU CUacThsl... BOT U pebeHOK MOl B Mae pomuics —
BEpHO, TOXEe BECh BEK OyIeT MasiThCsl, OETHSIKKA. ..

— BTO BCe OMHM MYCTSIKU: TaK TOJBKO... CTapble JIIOAU 3aHUMAIOT-
csl — OonTaroT. A TO BOT YBUAMTE, YTO TepeMeneTcsi — MyKa OyaeT, —
paccestHHO 3aMeTwsia Haraiia, Kak 4esioBeK, KOTOPOTro 3aHMMarT COBCEM
TMIOCTOPOHHME U JABHO YX€ MPECICAYIOIINE €T0 CKPBITHIE TTOMBICIBI.

BonbHas cHavasa 3aKkpblia r1a3a JagoHSIMU U TIOTOM MaxHyJa pyKo#,
CZieJlaB rojIOBOIO TaKoe ABUXKEHUE, KaK CJIOBHO XOTeJsa Obl OTOTHATH Ipe-
CJIeYIOIYIO €€ MBICIIb.

— Hy, uro mymath 00 3TOM?.. — CKa3ajla OHa, cTapasicb OOMaHYTh
camoe ce0s1 Kak Obl 6€33a00THOCTBIO M PaBHOMAYIIMEM. — YMeJa cieaTh
rpex, yMeii 1 HecTH erol.. A BOT 4TO-To ox He efeT? U He nmuilleT HUYero...
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— ABocCb, HbIHYE 3aeneT... HbIHUe-TO YK, KaxXuch Obl, HaBepHOE I0J1-
JKEH ObLI 3aexaThb!

— Jla 4To XX OH 0 CMX MOp XAayu? 3a4eM OH JI0 CUX MOp He Mpue3xkall
HU pa3y?.. Beab BOT yX TpeTuii AeHb CETroaHs, Kak s 3aech!..Beap s muca-
Ja emy... OH 3HaeT! — ¢ TOCKJIMBBIM M HEJIOYMEBAIOIIMM YKOPOM CIpa-
1I1Bajia 00JbHasT CBOIO TOPHUYHYIO, CJIOBHO OBI Ta MOTJIa el 1aTh KaKoii-
JIUOO OTBET Ha 3TO U Pa3pellIUTh €€ COMHEHMSI.

— Her, yx nocne cerogHsIHero — HernpeMeHHo Mpuenet! — yrela-
J1la Harailla ToHOM 04eHb UCKYCHO MOJACIAHHOTO YYaCTHSI.

— Jlaii-to bor, gaii-to Bor! — oTBeuaia 0obHas BCe ¢ TEM Xe HeJ0-
BEpUYMBHIM TTOKAYMBAaHMEM TOJIOBBI. — ['pycTHO MHe 6e3 Hero, Haraima,
oueHb rpyctHol.. M yTo &1 3a cymaciuesiias! — npomoskaia OHa MUHYTY
cmycTs Kak Obl cama ¢ coboii. — M 3a 4To 51 TOJIBKO Tak moJiroduia ero!
Kak Benp nmomo6uia-To! Bce mo3adblia, Ha Bee pewuiacs!.. U 3a uto Bce
s10? CaMa He 3Haw... Tak Kak Tel AyMaelib, Haraia, npuener? — He-
0XMIaHHO J00aBUJjIa OHA.

— HenpemenHo npuener! Bor nogoxaute, yBuaure camu!

— Hy, 6yny xnats!

Ho GosbHast TLIETHO MpoKaana LieJblii JeHb: oH He mpuesxan. OHa
My4uJIach, TepSSICh B AoranKax, U, KOHEYHO, BCEM 3THUM CTPAIIIHO BPEIU-
Jla cBoeMy moJjioxXeHuto. HakoHell K Beuepy oHa Tmosydmiia mucbMo. OT
koro? DTo ObUIa ISl Hee COBepIleHHAS! HEOXKUIAHHOCTb.

III
TAUHBIN IPUIOT

3a Tpu JHS 10 ONMMCAaHHOTO HaMU TTPOMCILIECTBUS C KOP3UHKOM B Ka-
OMHEeT cTapoil KHArMHU YeyeBMHCKOM, OfeTOll B Tpayp 10 MYKY, BOIILIa
€e 104b, KHs)KHAa AHHA, YTO BBI3BAJIO HA JIMLE CTAPYXU 3HAKU BUIUMOTO
HEYIOBOJIbCTBUSI: OHA TEPIEeTh HE MOTJIa, YTOObI KTO-JIMOO HEOXUIAHHO
MpepbIBaJl MUPHOE TeUeHHE e 3aHSITUI. DTO ObLJIO YTPOM, YacCOB OKOJIO
JIBeHAALIATH. 3aHSATUSI CTApO KHATWHU 1O YTpaM COCTOSUIM B TIPOBEpKe
MPUXOA0-PACXOJHBIX KHUT M PACYETOB, B TMEPEUMCICHUU HaJTUYHBIX
neHer U T. . KHITUHS — eciiy B3MISIHYTh Ha Hee C 00OPOTHOM CTOPOHBI
MeJaJIi, TO €CTh C TON, KOTopasi, OyAyYu COKPOBEHHO! MPUHALIEXHOC-
ThIO AYIIU, YCKOJIB3aET WJIK YMEET MPSITaThCS OT TOCTOPOHHETO CBETCKO-
o 1a3a, — Oblja TO, YTO Ha3bIBaeTCs Kylak-6aba, 1a MPUTOM U MPOCTO-
Taky CHaOXeHa OT MaTepU-HaTypbl 1OCTATOYHOIO AoJeto ckynocTu. [Toxg
CTapocThb, U OCOOEHHO C TeX MOp, KaK MOKONHbIH KHsI3b YeueBUHCKU
pacTpaTui, U pacTpaTu, M0 MHEHUIO KHATUHU, CAMBIM 3KCLUEHTPUUYHBIM
00pa3oM, OoJIbllIe YeM JIBE TPETU CBOETO COCTOSIHMS, 3T KauyecTBa B HEl
YCWIMJKCh BecbMa 3aMeTHO. Ho npeaaBaThcst UM oHa jiiobuia KeeiHo, B
KabuHeTe, 0€3 MOMeXM YbMUX Obl TO HM ObUIO IIOCTOPOHHUX IJla3 — OHa
crapajiach, YTOObl HE 3aMETWIM €€ HAKIIOHHOCTH, — W TTIOTOMY HEYIUBU-
TEJIbHO, €CJIM HEOXUAAHHBIU MPUXO JOUYEPU BbI3BAJ HA €€ JIMLe OTTEHOK
HEY/I0BOJIbCTBUSI.
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— Yro Tebe, 3aueM TbI MeHs Oecriokou1b? Thl 3HAEIb, YTO 51 3TOTO
He JI100JI10... — MPOTOBOpUJIA OHA, MOABUTAs Ha JIOO OYKU M TOCIIEIITHO
3aKpbIB PACYETHYIO KHUTY.

— 4l x BaMm... MHE HajoO...

— Yro tebe Hamo?.. Huyero He Hamo!.. OT Bac TOJBKO OAHO Oecro-
KOWCTBO...

Crapyxe, BUOUMO, XOTEJIOCh IIOCKOpee N30aBUTHCS OT IOCTOPOHHETO
JAla.

— 4 monyuwna 3anmucky ot 3uHbl. OHa MPOCUT MEHS MpuexaTb, —
OTBETWJIA KHSIKHA, C TPYJIOM CKpPBIBasl B JIM1IE HEBOJIbHbIE 3HAKU KaKOM-
TO CTpAllIHOI BHYTpEeHHE! 0O0Iu.

— 3ayeM 3T0?.. — BO3paswia crapyxa. — Beab oHM Bcem cemeiicT-
BOM, KaxeTcsl, XOTeJI ObITh K HAaM HbIHYE Be4epOM — pa3Be Thl 3a0bl1a?

— 4 3Hao... Ho oHa muuer, 4To0 $1 mpues3xajla K HUM C yTpa, a
MOTOM BCE BMeCTe U OyneM K Beuepy... OHa O4eHb MPOCUT — €l YTO-TO
OYEHb HYXHO...

— Ilycraku kakue-HUOyAb!.. 3akiaablBaThb 2KUIAX, OECITOKOUTH
JIIofe 1 JiolllaJell IMOHampacHy — M Bce M3-3a mycTsakoB! Kak Oyaro
HeJb3s1 000X ATh...

— 4 melkoMm mpoiiny...

— Brtoro TonbKo U HemocTaBaso! IleiikoMm... oueHb xopoiio!.. Bee-
TakKkW... YeJoBeKa OECIIOKOUTh — JIMBPEIO HaneBaTh... [la kyna Tebe exarb?
B3mIsiHU, bora panu, Ha TebGe JiMlia HET — TakK Thl OJieaHa, — MpubaBuUIa
OHa, B3IJISIHYB Ha JIMUO AEBYLIKU, KOTOpOE€ AEHCTBUTEIbHO CKBO3WJIO
CTpalllHOI0 00JIE3HEHHOIO 0JIeTHOCTbIO.

— Y MeHs rojioBa 00JIMT HEMHOTO... Ha Bo3ayx Bbliiny, Tak U Mpoii-
JIeT.

— Hy xopoiiio, xopoli1o, TOJIbKO He 0€CMOKOM MEHsI, TToXalyicra; y
MeHs 0e3aHa aedl... [Ipukaxu yeaoBeKy NpOBOAUTh CEO0sl.

— MeHs Mosi TOpHUYHAs TPOBOINT.

— Dro ewe yTo 3a HOBOCTU? UTO Thl, YNHOBHULIA, UTO JIU?

— Jla oHa y MeHS OTIIPOCHJIACH CETOAHS Ha LBl AeHb, TaK el Bce
PaBHO... a YeJIOBeKa YTo e OeCITOKOUTh, — BO3pa3uia KHSXKHA, CTapasch
MOCJIEAHUM CBOUM 3aMeUaHWeM MOJENaThCsl B TAKT MaTEPH.

— Ckaxure, Kak BeJIMKO 0ecrokoicTBo!.. B3mop, nmpukaxu yenoBe-
Ky. Tol yxe omera? — crmpocuia OHa, OIISIABbIBASI TUIATbe AOYEpU. —
Morna OBl HafeTh MOIPOILE YTO-HUOYIb — XOTb CTapoe TpaypHOe Iia-
Tbe; YTPOM BeJlb HU K yeMy. (DTO ObUT TOXE roj0C CKYIOCTH.)

— Ha MHe U To 1OBOJILHO MPOCTOE TUIaThe, — BO3pasuja J0Yb.

— Hy 370 X0po1io... 6epexkIMBOCTh HUKOIA HEe MelllaeT, — MPOa0JI-
>Kasi OTJISIABIBATh KHSKHY, 3aMeTHIIa cTapyxa. — YTo 3To OHO Ha Tebe Kak
OyATO AYPHO CUANT?

— Her, Huuero... 3T0 BaM TaK KaxeTcsl...

— B tanuu, kak OyATo... YTO-TO HEJIOBKO...

— Hert, Huuero... s1 B KOpceTe... OHO CUIMT KaK HeJIb3s JIyJllle.

Tanust KHSKHBI ASUCTBUTEIBHO JTOHENb3s ObIa IepeTsHyTa Kopce-
TOM.

— Hy xopouo, xopoiio! ToJIbKO 0CTaBb MEHsI, He Melliaii MHE, IoXa-
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JIylicTa, — MOCMelInsa OTaAeaaTbCs cTapyxa U o yXoje Ao4Yepu ceifyac ke
OIISITh IIPUHSIIACH 3a PabOTYy.

BepHyBIIMCh K cebe B KOMHATY, KHSIXKHA B U3HEMOXEHUM OIMYCTHU-
J1ach B KpecJio.

— Hy un uto?.. kak? — cnpocuia NoIXUaaBIlas ee TYT TOPHUYHAS.

— Ilpukazana npoBoaUTh YesiOBeKYy... UTO AenaTh C 3TUM, VX S U He
3Hato!.. — yepe3 CUJIy OTBeyasla KHsKHA, OYeBUIHO, MOAAaBIEHHAs Ka-
KMM-TO OOJIbILIIM IOPEeM.

— Hy, a1o eme Huyero... f moiimy nmpukaxy Ilerpy... 3TOT MO — He
BbIIAcT! YK s1 001esato, Bl He OeCroKonTeChH!

— TonbKo Kax s moiiay?.. MHe Kaxercs, s He B CUJIaX... — C OT4asi-
HUEM IIPOrOBOPMIIA KHSKHA.

— Hwuuero, 1o kapeThI-TO goiiaeM! — o0oapsiia ee TopHUYHASI. — Bbl
HE CUAUTE TOJbKO, a CTapalTeCh XOAUTh MOJETOHbKY: XONUTb-TO JYyYlle,
CKa3bIBaIoT.

W oHa 1IMBITHYJIA U3 KOMHATHI oTAaTh [leTpy mpukazaHue KHATUHU.

Yepes mgecsaTbh MUHYT KHsDKHa YeueBMHCKas BBILIIA HA YIWIY B CO-
MPOBOXAEHUH JTUBPEIHOIO JIaKesl.

— Thui, Iletd, crynaii cebe Kyna 3Haelllb! — BIIOJIT0OJI0Ca CKa3ajla eMy
TOPHUYHAsI, HarHABIIAS MX 32 YIJIOM...

— Jla kyna x s noiiny? IIpoBoguTh BeIeHO...

— Hy, nemmii! He tBoe meno! CkazaHo — CTyIai, Tak M cTymaiil..
A depe3 yac BEPHUChH; Ja CMOTPU Y MEHSI: MOJYOK! a TPOBpELIbCs — TaK
TOJILKO Thl MEHSI U 3HaI!

Jlakeii mo0Oe3HO YXMBIJIBHYJICS B OTBET Ha MTpUKa3aHUEe TOPHUYHOM U,
OTCTaB OT KHSIKHBI 111aroB Ha ABaJllaTh, HE3AMETHO CBEPHYJI ce0e B CTO-
POHY, 10 OJIMKAMIIIEro TpakTupa.

— OH ymren? — crpocuia KHSKHa, KOrna TOpHUYHAas MOpaBHSIAaCh ¢
Helo, U, MOJYYMB YAOBJIETBOPUTENbHBIN OTBET, TOTYAC XK€ CIYCTWJIa Ha
JIMIIO TYCTOU YEPHBIN ByaJib.

— 4 pemnTeNnbHO He B cujax UATH! — cKa3ajla OHa, OCTAaHOBUBIIIUCH
B U3HEMOXeHuU. — Jlaneko elie 10 KapeTbl?

l'opHUYHas B OTBET KMBHYJIA FOJIOBOI Ha Yroj U rmoodexana B TOM Xe
HanpaBIeHUM.

IMomyaca crmycTs M3BO34YMYbsSl KapeTa CO CITyLIEHHBIMHM IIITOPAMMU,
exaBlllasi Bce BpeMsl ¢ OOJIbIION OCTOPOXKHOCTHIO, 11arOM, OCTAHOBWJIACh
B CBEYHOM TiepeyJsiKe, Y BOPOT AEPEBSIHHOTO A0Ma.

KHs>KHA ¥ TOpHUYHAS BOIILJIM B CEpeHbKUI HAIBOPHBIN (hiuresiek ¢
3HAKOMOM yXe YUTaTeJlo CKPOMHOM BhiBecKoit — «Hebamme».

— Bam Hago pasgeTbesi, CynapblHsl, U Jiedb, Bbl TaK YTOMJIEHBI, —
TOBOPMJIa BOCTPOHOCEHbKAs XKEeHIIIMHA B 6EJIOM YeIiie, ¢ HEMELIKO-UHCTO-
TUIOTHOM HapyXXHOCTHIO, 3a00TJIMBO TOMOTasi KHSI)KHE CKUAATh €€ Iia-
The. — boxe Moii, 1a BBl B KopceTe! — 4yTh He ¢ KPMKOM 100aBUJIa OHA U C
BBIPaKEHHUEM yxKaca MoKayasa TojIOBOM.

— Yro nenatp? Hamo Obuto cKpbiBaTh, — oTBeTHsIa Hatama. — S yx u
TO BCE TUIaThs 110 HOYAM, TAallKOM, TIOHAACTaBIsIa.

— Hy 310 Hexopollo, 3TO OUYeHb HEXOPOILIO! — MPOIoJIKaIa MTOKAUYU-
BaTh CBOMM YeTYMKOM HEMKa.
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— Ckaxure, MOXET BCe OKOHUMTLCS K Beuepy? — CIpoOcHUiia ee
KHSDKHA.

— Bro kak bor gact, — oTBeTWJa OHa, B 3aTPyTHEHMH ITOXUMAs
TJIe4aMu.

— Ho MHe Heob6xoaMo Hamo OBITH CETOMHS K Bedyepy JIoMa.

— DTO OYeHb OIACHO...

— YTo0 AenaTh, HO €CJIM UHAYE HEJTb3s!

— KoneuHo, 6bIBacT MHOTAA M TaK, HO 3TO OYEHb OIMACHO, TOBOPIO
BaM. Bripoyem, MOCMOTPUM; MOXET, BHI €llle U HE B CUJIax Oyjaere... Te-
Tephb ellle HeM3BeCTHO... Ho TOJMBbKO BBl OYEHb PUCKYETE, CYHapbIHS...
Bain kopcer MHOro Genbl TYT Hagenan. Bel B mepBblil pa3? — crpocuia
OHa.

— B mniepBbrii.

— Hy, Tak nmoutu HaBepHOe, UTO Hesb3sd. Hamgo Oyaer octarbes... Bol
OymeTe CIUIIKOM CJIA0bI, YK TTIOBEPhTE MOEH OTBITHOCTH.

— Yro xe mHe aenats! boxe mMoit, yTo nenath MHe!.. OTO 3HAYUT, y3-
HaloT... S He ckpomw!.. — ¢ oTYasTHUEM roBOpHJIa KHSKHA, JIoMas cebe
DYKHU, TOTAAa KakK CUJIbHbIE CXBaTKU OoOJieli JOHUMAIU €€ €XEeMUHYTHO,
elle yBeJMInBasi 00010 HEBBIHOCHMOE CTpalaHre HpaBCTBEHHOE. Y HEM-
KM Ha mIa3ax IMmokasajauch cie3bl. OHa TOJIbKO TMoXaja IuiedaMu U Mpo-
JoJpKalia pa3ieBaTh OOJIbHYIO.

— Bce 6b1 HUYETO, TOBKO BOT cTapas 0apbIHS... 0€CTIOKOICTBa MHO-
ro OyaeT, eclii He BepHeMCS K Beuepy, — 3a00TauBo mporoBopuia Hara-
1a M MOoCHellnia OTBEPHYThCS, YTOObl CKPBITh HEBOJBHO IMPOPBIBAB-
LIIyIocsI Ha TyOBI YCMEIIKY: OHa KakK OyaTo Obljia OBl pajga, eciu 0 KHsKHA
He BepHyJach K Beuepy.

— Hy, Moii rpex, Moii U oTBeT! — C PEUIMMOCTbIO MPOroBOpUIIA
KHsoKHA. — 4 3Halo, 4Tto Hamo menath. EcTh y Bac yepHMiIa u 6ymara?

Hewmka nogana To u apyroe. KHskKHa cejla K CTOJTy M HaIMcaja JBe
3aMMCKU: 3areyvaraB, OHa OTAaja X TOPHUYHOM C MpUKa3aHUEM OTIIpa-
BUTh TOTYAC XK€ Ha TOPOJCKYIO TOUTY.

— M xak 310 BHI, MpaBo, Tak, OO0 MOCJEAHEH MUHYTbl xoauiau! —
VIOUBJISITIACh HEMKA, YKJIaAbIBask 60JIbHYIO B IIOCTEIb.

— 4 HuYero He 3Haja... 9 AyMaja, eiie He Bpems... CeromaHst yTpom
BHE3aIHO MMOYYBCTBOBaJIa, M TO OHAa MHE CKa3aja, a s U He 3Haja Obl, —
OTBETWJIa KHSIKHA, yKa3aB Ha Harainy.

Hewmka Bbllia M3 KOMHATHI cAefaTh HEOOXOMUMbIE TTPUTOTOBIEHMUSI.

— OHa 3HaeTr, KTO 5 Takasi? — IIENOTOM CIpOCWJa KHSDKHA T0-
dbpanHy3cku.

T'opHUYHas oTpHIIaTeTbHO TTOKavyaia rojoBOo.

— ThI KaxK eii ckazana?

— Ckasajia, 4To BBl ITPOCTO TaK... AEBYIIIKA CPEIHETO KPyra, 4YTO HAI0
CKPBITb OT POJHBIX... HY, U HUYETO.

— OmHa He paccripaiiuBaia 6osblie?

— Tpunuars pyOJieil maia B 3a4aTOK, TaK M CIpalllMBaTh HE CTala.
«DTO HaM Bce paBHO», — TOBOPUT.

— Hy cnasa bory!.. Toiabko 4To-TO OYAET MOMa, KaK HbIHUE BeuepoM
IlIunmonuHa ¢ nouepbMu npuenet!.. Beab s ckazana, 4To K HUM TOMY...
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— Ali, aif, KaK e Bbl 3TO TaK, He IoayMaBllu! — 3a00TJIMBO 3aMeTH-
sia Haraia.

— I'me yx 1yt ObUTO Aymatb! A cebsi-ro He momHuMia! YTo mepBoe
B30peJIo Ha yM, TO M cKazasa.

— HepaBHo y3HaloT, — npojorKaia Ta IpUTBOPHO OIacaThCsl.

— He y3HaloT, eciiu nmuchbMo paHblle Beuepa JOMACT; a eCJIM U y3Ha-
0T, TaK...

KHsxHa Ha MMHYTY OCTAHOBUJIACH B TSKEJIOM Pa3ayMbe.

— JIub GBI OH JIOOMJ, a OO0 OCTaJbHBIX... bor ¢ HumMu! MHe Bce
paBHO! — 100aBUJIa OHA C TIIYOOKUM U TSIXKEJIBIM B3IOXOM.

YacoB 0OKOJIO 1IECTH Beyepa B KOMHAaTe C 3aKPHITBIMU CTaBHSIMU,
CKBO3b 11I€JIM KOTOPBIX C1a00 MpOOMBAJICSl TOHKMIA JIy4 IHSI U CIIMBAJICS C
MAaTOBBIM CBETOM HACTOJILHOM JJAMIIOUKHU, BIIEPBbIE pa3aajcsi KpUK HOBO-
POXICHHOTO MIIafieHIIa. bosibHas, yCIBIXaB 3TOT TEPBBIM 3BYK KU3HU
CcBOero pedeHKa, Toxe ¢y1abo, HO paJloCTHO BCKPUKHYJA U, U3BHEMOXKEH-
Hasl CTpajaHueM M U30LITKOM BOJIHOBAaBIIMX €€ YyBCTB, TOTYAC K€ Braja
B JIETKUI OOMOpPOK.

IV
YIOIAP PAMHUJIBHOU ITOPOOCTH

IIpocuuTaB euie OKOJIO yaca IO yXoJe A0oYepu, KHSATMHS BCTaua C
MecTa, OYeHb JI0BOJIbHAs CO00I0 U CBOMMU «AegaMu». OHa Oblla CKyIa u
Ha JIeHbI'U, U Ha IJIaThe, U Ha KycoK. BripoueM, npuiauyue Bcerna cobiro-
Jlaja ¢ OTMEHHOIO cTporocthlo. Komeke mpuinunii 1 BceMorylee «que
dira le monde?»' BracTBOBaNM Hax YLIOI CTAPYXM B PABHOMEPHOI CTe-
TIEHU CO CKYTOCTBIO M CKOTIMIOMCTBOM. OHa TTOKOPSIIaCh UM BCEM CyIIle-
CTBOM CBOMM U BCEM CYILECTBOM TpeTieTasa nepe pOKOBOIO CUIJIOI0 3TOTO
CTpanrHoro #mo ckaxcym?.. C TeM yX OHa pOAMIach, Te TIOHSITHS Bcocaia
C MOJIOKOM MaTepH, Ha TOM BOCIUTBIBAJIACh, MPOXWIA BEeK CBOM U TOJ
KOHEIl TTOYTH YTO Ha TOM M nomelianack. Ee 1oM, ee 06pas xku3Hu, odpas
MBICJIE — BCE 9TO MOTJIO CJIy>KUTh, Ha TJ1a3a JIoJei U OJIM3KKUX, U TIOCTO-
POHHUX, 00pa3IIOoM 0e3yKOPU3HEHIIEero MPUINIHS, U BCE TO 3aCTaBisIa
ee JenaTb Heusjieuumasi OoJjie3HeHHast 00si3Hb 3TOoro «que dira le
monde?». Ecau Obl 4TO-1M00 B XKM3HU KHSTUHU XOTSI Ha 1Al OTCTYIUJIO
OT YCTAaHOBJIEHHOT'O KOJeKca YCIOBUI U MPUINUMH, €CTM Obl XOTSI MaJleli-
1ast BUHa Jiersa Ha ee ¢haMUJIbHOE JOCTOMHCTBO, CTapyXa PEeLIUTENbHO He
nepeHecyia Obl 3TOrO. [ Hee yxe ObL1 OAMH TMOMOOHBIA ynap B ee
KM3HM — yaap, HAHECEHHBIN ee My>XeM, KOTOPBIi, yBbI! 4acTO MO3BOJISIT
cebe HEMPOCTUTEbHBIE OTCTYIJIEHUS OT MPUIMYMI, HO KHATHUHS CKpbLIa
9TOT Y/Aap B CEP/LIE CBOEM 1 CyMeJia TOBOJIbHO YIauyHO 3aMacKUpPOBaTh €ro
nepen obiecTBoM. Bripouem, 06 3ToM ellie peub BIepeIu.

D10 OBIIa KCHIIMHA JaXXe ¢ 3aMeJaTeIbHON CHJIoi Xapaktepa. briB

I (Y10 ckaxer 061iecTBO?> (dp.).
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yXe 3aMyXeM, OHa CUJIbHO BJIIOOMJIACH B OTHOTO BEJTMKOCBETCKOTO (hpaH-
Ta, gant jaune', KaK WX TOIa HA3bIBAIN, OIMCTABIIETO B AECSTHIX TONAX;
HO HE€ TOJIbKO YTO €My, a, KaXuCh, Jaxe camoil cebe He MpuU3HaIach B
9TOM U 3a/IaBWJia B Jyllle CBOEH UyBCTBO, HE JaB O HEM CBETCKOI MOJIBE HU
MaJieiilliero Hameka, Hu Majeiiieit noranku. OHa, HallpuMep, COBCEM He
JII00MJIa CBOETO MyXa, HO BCIO XKM3Hb OCTajllach 0€3YKOPU3HEHHO BEpHa
emy. Bel nymaere — otuero? cosHaHue goira? Her, He cToibKo mosnra,
CKOJIbKO 00s13HM 3TOTO ¥mo ckaxcym? OHa He JoIycKajia, YToObl 0 Hell,
KHAaeune Yeuesunckoll, OCMENUICS KTO-TMOO 3aUKHYTbCS C JIETKOM YIbIO-
koii. OHa He MoTIJIa MpeaCcTaBUTh cede Oe3 yxkaca CBOIO (paMUIIBHYIO peITy-
TalMIO C KAKUM-JINOO TEMHBIM ISITHBIIIKOM; PeIyTallus ee 10JKHa OblLia
OBITh YMCTA KaK KPUCTAJUT — TOTO TPeOOBaJI KOJAEKC YCIOBUM, YCBOSHHBIM
elo elle C paHHero neTrcTBa. M neicTBUTENIbHO, TEMHOE CBETCKOE COCJIO-
BUE, KaK M3BECTHO, HE LIAAsIIee MOYTU HU OJJHOTO UMEHU XOPOILIEHBbKOM
SKEHIIMHBI, YMOJIKAJIO Mepe uMeHeM KHITMHU YedyeBUHCKOM. B TeueHue
BCEl €€ XMW3HU O Heil He XOOMJI0 HU OJHOW TEMHOM CIJIETHU, U BCE Iy~
00KO yBaxkayi ee 3a 0e3yKOPU3HEHHO YUCTYIO PEMyTaluIo, a UIsl CaMoii
KHSITUHY 3TO ObIJT UCTOYHMK HercUepIiaeMOoil BHYTPEHHEM TOPIOCTH.

ITo monoXXeHWIo CBOEMY B CBETE OHa JiepKaja IOM CBOM Ha COOTBET-
CTBeHHYIO0 Hory. Ha mocTopoHHUe Tj1a3a CKyMNOCTh ee Oblia PeIInuTETbHO
He3aMeTHa. OHa yMella B 3TOM OTHOILUIEHUU TOAIEPXKATh TOCTOMHCTBO
cBoero poja u coctosiHusl. Ho 3ato ¢ ria3y Ha r1a3 co CBoei yliow KHsI-
TMHS IOCTOSIHHO MY4YHUJIach HEOTCTYITHBIM ITPU3PAKOM PACXOJ0B U U3MEP-
K€K, BCEraa, BIIPOYEeM, TTOHEBOJIE CKIOHSABIIUMCS Tiepel IPYTUM, CHIIb-
He#uM npuspakom: «que dira le monde?» OHa, HanpuMep, 6€3 MOCTO-
POHHUX MOCTOSTHHO MPHKa3bliBajia 10Yeprd HOCUTh CKPOMHOE LIEPCTSIHOE
IJlaTbe — Ha TOM MYIPOM OCHOBaHWHU, YTO «OepeKIMBOCTh HUKOTIA He
MelllaeT, U TOoYeM 3HaTh, UTO €llle MOXET CIYYMThCS U OXUIATh €€ B
xu3Hn». OHa Jaxe cebe OYeHb YacTO OTKa3bIBaJia B MPOTYJIKE — Ha TOM
OCHOBaHWM, YTO HEpPaBHO ellle IIMHA B KOJece KapeThl JIOITHET UM OCh
cloMaeTcsl — TPUAETCSl OTAaBaTh B MOYMHKY M JACHBIM IJIATUTh, 14 U
JIUBpest HOBasl y JIaKes M apMsK Y Kydepa OT U3JIMIIHETO YITOTpeOIeHUs
OylyT MOPTUTHCS U MPUXOAUTb B BETXOCTb, a HOBbIE JIe]aTb — OMSIThb-
TaKu IeHbIU TUIATUTh. B OTHOILIEHUHU JOYepU OHA MAaCKMPOBaJia 3TOT MOC-
JIGTHUI pacyeT TeM, YTO «3a4eM M3JIUIIHE U JII0AEH, 1 JIolaaeii 6ecIoKo-
UTb», — CJIEOBATEJbHO, BBICTaBIsIIa MPUUMHY, JOCTATOYHO DUIAHTPO-
MUYHYIO U JeaBIIyI0 YeCTh ee¢ MpeKpacHOMY cepauy. Tak u Ternepb, 1o
yXOJie 10YePU, OHA CTaJla OOMYyMbIBATh, UYTO HU K YeMY JIMIIHUI KYCOK K
00e1y TOTOBUTb, U TIOTOMY, MO MPEIOrOM HE3MOPOBbsI, ITpUKasasa cle-
J1aTh ce0e TOJIbKO OYJIbOH KypUHBIH, U3 KOEro MsICO ToAaTh cede Mo Jier-
KUM coycoM. Bce 3Tu Menouyu AoXoawsid B Hel 10 O0Jie3HU, 10 MaHUM
KaKoOM-TO; HO, YTO BCEro CTpaHHee, KHSATHUHS OYeHb XOPOIIO CO3HaBajla
9TO U MOTOMY TILATEJBHO CTapajach CKpbIBaTh OT BCEX CBOM HEMNOCTATOK,
MOKOPSISICh CBOEM JNPYroM, paBHOCWUJILHOM M YK€ M3BECTHOW YUTATEIIO
MaHUU — ¥mo ckaxcym?

! XKenrast mepuarka (¢p.).
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bblia y Hee ogHa TOJIBKO C1adOCTh, Iepel KOTOPO MHOIIa CMUPSI-
Jlach Jlake M MaHUsl CKYIIOCTM; 9Ta clabocTh — cienasi, 6e3rpaHuyHast
JII0OOBb K CBOEMY CbIHY, KOTOPOMY OHa KO€-KOTIJa JaXe JEeHbI'M, KpoMe
MOJIOXXEHHOTO COoIepKaHUsl, laBajia U KOTOPbIA cyMes ceOsl MOCTaBUTh B
HECKOJIbKO He3aBUCHMMOe nosioxeHue. OH XKW B IoMe MaTepu, HO Ha OT-
NIeIbHOM KBapTUpe, KOTopasl HyXHa Obljia eMy B CYyTKM MUHYT Ha JeCSTh,
He OoJiee, TTOTOMY UYTO 3acTaTh €ro MOXHO ObUIO Be3le, KpoMe aoma.
ChIHOK KYTWJI, aBajl BEKCEJIsl Ha BeCchbMa MOPSAOYHbIE CYMMbI U IPUKU-
NBIBAJICSI TIPE]l MATEPhIO MOJOXUTEIbHBIM CBIHOM, @ MaTh HUYETO He T0-
Jo3peBasia v IyILIv B HEM He Jasija.

IToobGenaB oueHb CKPOMHO KYPUHBIM OYJbOHOM, CTapyxa yaaaujach
B CBOIO MOJIEJIbHIO (OHA OYeHb Obl1a 0JlarouecTrBa) U MPUHSIACH 32 UTe-
HUE KAKOW-TO MYLIECHACUTEIbHOM KHUTU, HAall KOTOPOM BCKOpE U 3adpe-
Maja, YTo MPOIOJIKAJIOCh 10 TOTO BPEMEHU, MOKa €l He OOBSIBUIIU O TIPU-
e3ne m-me LIunoHuHoOM ¢ fouepbMu U TUIeMsIHHULEN. [TieMsitHHMIA 3Ta
1 ObuIa Ta caMasi 3MHa, MOApyra KHSKHBI AHHBI, K KOTOPOii Ta U OTIPO-
CUJIaCh HBIHELTHUM YTPOM.

¥ npecrapenoit m-me [IunoHnHOMN, KpoMe XOPOLIEHbKOM MIeMSIHHU-
11bl, OBLJIM €l1le TPY HEXOPOIIEHbKHUE U TIpecTapesible Jouepu — TpHU Mepe-
3peJIbIX U MTOTOMY 3JTIOLMX AE€BbI, KOTOPBIX 32 IJ1a3a Ha3bIBAJIM TPEMsI Ipa-
uusiMU. OTIMYMUTEbHbIE YEPThl UX ObLIW: HAUBHASI CKPOMHOCTb, CTPOTast
HPaBCTBEHHOCTb, TOJIyOMHAs HEBUHHOCTb M CEHTMMEHTAJIbHASI JTI000Bb K
HeOGecHoMy 1iBeTy. Kpome 3TuX Tpex, 0e3 BCSIKOIO COMHEHMSI, IpeKpac-
HBIX KAYECTB XOAWIN O HUX €lle CJIyXu, OyATO KaxKmas 3JIrollasi BeJIMKO-
CBETCKasl CIUIETHSI MCTeKajla HEBUAUMBIM 00pa3oM HENpeMEeHHO U3 UC-
TOYHUKa TpeX Tpauumii. K 3TOMy TocieqHeMy MCTOYHUKY TIbIIAIM OHU
ele 0oJIblIIeto JIIDOOBBIO, UeM K HEOECHOMY I1IBETY.

Xoasiika o4eHb JII0OEe3HO BbIIJIa B TOCTUHYIO K MpHUeXaBlLIeMy ce-
MEMCTBY U MOC/e OOBIYHBIX TPUBETCTBUI, HE HAXOsI MEXIY HUMU CBOEH
JloYepu, CIpoCcHiIa HECKOIbKO YANBIEHHBIM TOHOM:

— A e xe Most Auna?.. Wu Bel, mesdames', ee 1oma 6pocunn?

Te He coBceM SICHO MOHSUIM MOCENIHIO LIYTKY CTapyXH.

— Kaxk — npoma? — cnipocuiia oiHa U3 TpeX Tpaluid.

— Hy ma, noma, — npomokana J100e3HO-1IITYyTIMBEIM TOHOM KHSITH-
H. — S ee UTO-TO HE BUIKY C BaMU.

— A e oHa, B caMoM JieJie? — CIIpocHyia XopollleHbKas 31MHa.

— BBbI 3T0 TOJDKHBI JIydllle 3HaTh, — OTIIYYMBAIACh KHATHHSA. — Bripo-
yeM, HeYXXeJIM 3TO OHa MPsIMO K cebe mmpolia?.. Kakas riaymnas! — HexXHO-
MaTepUHCKHMM TOHOM J00aBWJIa OHa, XOTsl BHYTPEHHE W BO3HEToI0BajIa
Ha J10Yb 3a CAeJaHHYIO €10 HEJTOBKOCTb.

— ITonu momnpocu KHSKHY TTOCKOpee cloja, K HaM, — ITprKa3saia oHa
BOLIEIIIEMY Ha €€ 3BOHOK YEJIOBEKY.

ToT mouien 1 yepe3 MUHYTY BOPOTUJICS, OOBSIBUB, YTO KHSKHBI HET
Jioma.

! Cynapoau (gp.).
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KHsruHs BcTpeBoXUIach.

— Yto xe aT0 3HauuT? ['me e Bbl ee octaBuiau, mesdames?.. Uto ¢
Hero? Y He 6onbHA i oHa?.. Ckaxurte mHe, bora pamu!

— W3BMHUTE, KHATHUHS, s HE COBCEM IOHMMAIO Bac, — BO3pasuiia
yausneHHas Llunonuna.

— Kak He nonumaete! Jla Beap oHa y Bac e Obuia?

— Korma?

— Cerogns! C nBeHaaaTk 4YacoB yTpa OTIpaBUIach! — C Bo3pacTa-
IOLLIUM OECITOKOCTBOM 10KAa3bIBaJla KHSATUHS.

Tpu rpaliMy BBITSIHYJIM LIEU U STOBUTO HABOCTPWIIM YIIIU.

— Hert! oHa He Oblna y Hac cerogHst, — orBetwia lllunonuHa.

— Ho Benp BHI el mucanu? — mpopopKajaa cTapyxa, oopaiasich K
3uHe.

— S?.. "Hert... fa, 4 eii MMcajia, — B 3aMelllaTeJIbCTBE OTBETHIIA 31Ha,
MOHSBIIAS, YTO TYT, JOJDKHO OBITh, HEYTO HE COBCEM-TO JIAAHO, U HE 3a-
XOTeBLIas BbIAATD MOAPYTY, XOTS PEIIUTELHO He 3HaJla, B YeM JIeNI0.

Tpu rpaliiy MOAO3PUTETHLHO MOMJISIIEIN Ha XOPOIIEeHbKYIO 3UHY, KO-
TOPYIO OHM HEHABUAEIU OT BCEM CBOEK KPOTKOM AYIIIU.

— Kro nmpoBoaun kusikHy? [1o30BM croma!l — oOpaTuiach KHITUHS K
JlaKero, U yepe3 MuHyTy Boiies [letp, 6yeaHbIN, KaK CKaTepTh.

— To1 mpoBoxXan AHHY SIKoBIeBHY?

— 41, Bauie cuUsITeNbCTBO.

B aT0 BpeMs KHSITMHE TTOAaJIU TTUChbMO C TOPOACKOM MOYTHI.

KHSruHS apoxalluMu MajbllaMM OBICTPO copBaja rfevyaThb, cTaja
[JlazaMu Tnpoberatb MUCbMO M, MTHOBEHHO MOOJieHEB, 0e3 3ByKa, Kak
CHOII, pyXHyJia Ha TTOJI.

VYnap ee paMuIbHOI ropaoCTH ObLI HAHECEH.

Bce TtoTyac ke Opocuiauch K OeCUyBCTBEHHOI CTapyxe; MOIHSIACh
OEroTHSI, CyMaToxXa, ¥ B 3TOM-TO CyMaTOXe OJHA M3 TpeX I'palldii JIOBKO
MoAXBaTUIa C ToJa MOJYYeHHYIO 3alIMCKY M B TO BpeMsl, KaK KHSITMHIO
YHOCUJIM Ha pyKaxX B €€ CIIaJbHIO, OBICTPO M 3KagHO IIpoOexKalia ee Ijia-
3aMU.

Ha xenroBaTom nuiie ee 3aurpaja 3jopanHas yiabloKa.

— C’est charmant! ¢’est charmant!! — 1enessiBIIa OHa KAKUM-TO 3a-
XJ1eOBIBAIOIIIMMCS LIIETIOTOM, 3aKaThIBasl MO JJOO CBOM KPBICHMHBIE IJIa3KHU.

— Yt0? yTo TaKkoe? — MPUCTYNWIM K HEell, BMECTe C MaTephlo, 1Be
oCTaJbHbIE IpaliH.

— Ilocne... mocie ckaxy BaMm Bce! — ¢ HaclaxkaeHWeM TporoBopuia
OHa, POHSISI MUCbMO Ha MpeXHee MEeCTO, U TIOTOM, MPUHSIB BUJ OCKOP-
0JIeHHOM HPaBCTBEHHOCTH, TIPUCOBOKYIIMJIA BeChbMa BEJIMUECTBEHHBIM U
Jlaxke CTpOruM TOHOM: — Maman! Mbl HY OTHOM MUHYTBI 0oJiee He JOJIK-
HBI OCTaBaThCsI B 3TOM JoMe!

W cemeiicTBO rpanuii HEMeIEHHO Xe YIaauIoCh U3 AoMa KHATUHU
YeueBUHCKOM.

! 910 ouaposarensHo! 5TO OUapoBaTenbHO! (¢p.)

19



