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OIMHOYECTBO

Ilocne noayaHs cTaio Tak XapKo, YTo Taccakupbl [-ro
u II-ro xnaccoB oguH 3a ApyTUM Mepedpavich Ha Bepx-
Hioro nanyoy. HecMoTtpst Ha Ge3BeTpue, BCs TIOBEPXHOCTD
PeKU Kulieja MeJIKOI IpoxKallleil 3b10b10, B KOTOPOIi He-
CTEPITUMO SIPKO JPOOWIIUCH COJIHEUHBIE JTYYM, TIPOU3BOIS
BIeYaTJeHUEe OECUMCIEHHOIO MHOXKECTBA CEepeOpsSHBIX
IIApHKOB, HEBHICOKO MOAIPHITMBAIOIIMX Ha Boae. ToJbKO
Ha OTMeJISIX, TaM, e Oeper IJIMHHBIM MBICOM Bpe3asics
B peKy, Boja orubana ero HemoJABWXKHOW JIEHTOM, CITO-
KOIMHO CHHEBIIIEH cpeay 3Tol omecTsmeii psson. Ha HeGe,
no0JIeTHEBIIIEM OT COJIHEYHOIO Xapa U CBeTa, He ObLIO HU
OIHOI Ty4YKM, HO Ha IbUIBHOM T'OPU30HTE, KaK pa3 Hal
CH30M 1 3y0uUaToil Mojiocol JajibHero Jjeca, Koe-Tae Mpo-
TSIHYJIMCh TOHKME OeJble 001a4Ka, OTJIMBABILIME 10 KpasiM,
KaK Ma3KH{ pacIUIaBJ€eHHOro MeTauia. YepHblid ObIM, He
HOoAbIMAsICh Hall HU3KOM 3aKOMNTesIoi TpyOoil, cTaaics 3a
MapOXOJOM JIJTUHHBIM IPSI3HBIM XBOCTOM.

IToxkpoMIIeBBI, MyX M XK€Ha, TOXE BBIILIM Ha ITa-
JIyoy. IX BOBCE HE CTECHSIIIO OKpYXKaBIllee MHOTOIIO-
HOE U COBEPIIEHHO HE3HAKOMOE OOIIECTBO; HA000OPOT,
OHM B HEM UYBCTBOBaJIU ceOds ellie OJIMXKe, elle TecHee
Apyr K apyry. OHUM ObUIM XEeHaThl yXe Tpu Mecsila —
MMEHHO TaKOi CpPOK, IIOCJI€ KOTOPOrO MOJIOABIE CY-
MIpPYTrd OCOOEHHO OXOTHO ITOCEIIAIOT TeaTphbl, I'YISHbS
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U OaJibl, TAE, 3aTEPSBIIUCH B TOJIME YYXKUX JIIOAei, OHU
riyoxe M ocTpee YyBCTBYIOT B3aMMHYIO OJIM30CThb, 00-
paTUBIIYIOCS B TIPUBBIYKY 32 BpeMsl MEJOBOTO Mecslia.
JIvb u3penka oHU OOMEHUBAIMCh HE3HAYUTEIbHBIM
OAHOCJIOXHBIM 3aMEYaHMEM, YJIbIOKON WM JOJTUM
B3MISIAOM. M OH 1 OHA UCIBITHIBAIM TO ITOJIHOE, JICHU-
BO€ U CJIaJIKOE CYACThe, KOTOPOE AAET TOJbKO ITyTellle-
CTBHE, COIPOBOXIaeMOE MOJIOAOCThIO U 0€33a00THOM
YIOBJIETBOPEHHOM JI000BBIO.

CHu3y, U3 MaIllIMHHOIO OTACJCHMSI, BMECTE C Tell-
JIBIM 3aMaXxoM He(TU, TOHOCUJIOCh HETTPEPBIBHOE IIUTIE-
HUe, MSITKUE yaapbl paboTaloIIMX MOPIIHEN U KaKre-To
IyOOKMe, MpaBUIbHBIC B3IOXU, B TAKT KOTOPBIM TaK XKe
pa3MepeHHO B3[paruBajia IepeBsiHHas nanyoa «Acrpe-
0a». I1on kojecamu mapoxoja KJIOKOTajla Boaa, BhIOpa-
ChIBasl cepauTbie OYTpbl Oeyoil TeHbl. 3a KOPMOIii, TO-
POILIMBO IOTOHSIS ee, 0exKau psiibl JNTMHHBIX, IIIMPOKMUX
BOJIH; OeJible KypYaBble I'peOHU HEOXKUIAHHO BCKUIIAIU
Ha X MYTHO-3€JIeHOW BeplIWHE W, TUIAaBHO OIYCTHUB-
LIKCh BHU3, BAPYT Tasuli, TOYHO IMPSATAIUCH IO BOY.
Pacxonsich 1o peke Bce 1vpe, Bce najibliie, BOJHBI Ha-
Oeraau Ha Oeper, KoJiebaiy U MpUrnudain K 3eMJie Xu/I-
KU KyCThI UBHSIKA U, Pa30UBIIMCH C IIYMHBIM ILIECKOM
U TIeHOI0 00 OTKOC, Oexxanu Haszan, oOHaxKast MOKPYIO
MEeCYaHyI0 OTMENb, BCIO U3bEACHHYIO ITPUOOEM.

Koe-rme Ha Kycrax Bucelu QJIMHHBIC pblOauby CE-
TU. Yailku ¢ MpOH3UTEIbHBIM KPUKOM JIETEeJIU HaBCTpe-
4y TapoXojy, CBepKasl Ha COJIHIIE MPU KaXXI0M B3Maxe
CBOMX IIMPOKHUX, M3OTHYTHIX KpbUibeB. M3penka Ha
OosoTucTOM Oepery BUAHEIACh cepasl LaIlisd, CTOSIB-
1Iast B BaXKHOM M 3alyMYMBOI1 1103¢ Ha CBOUX JUIMHHBIX
KpacHOBAaThIX HOI'ax.
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Ho ato ogHOOGpa3ue He nmpuckyyrBaio Bepe JIbBOB-
HE U He YTOMJISUIO €€, TIOTOMY YTO Ha BeChb O0XWI MUD
OHa IJIsiIes1a CKBO3b Pady KHYIO TeJIeHy TUXOTO O4apoBa-
Hbsl, TIEpeTIoTHSBIIErO ee ayiry. Eif Bce Ka3aioch MUWIBIM
U IOPOTYIM: M <«HAalll» MapoXoJ — HEOOBIKHOBEHHO Yu-
CTEeHbKMI U OBICTPBIN MapoXoa! — U «Halll» KanmuTaH —
3[0POBEHHLIN TOJICTIK B ITAPYCUHOBOM Mape U KJieeH4Ya-
TOM KapTy3e, ¢ 6arpoBbIM JIUMLIOM, CU3bIM HOCOM U 3Be-
PVIHBIM T'OJIOCOM, JABHO OXPUITIIMM OT HEIOTO/l, OPaHbsI
M TIbSHCTBA, — «HAlIl» JIOLIMaH — KPAacUBBI, 4epHOOOPO-
JIbIA MY>XKMK B KpacHOM pyOaxe, KOTOpbII BepTesl B CBOEH
CTEKJITHHOM OyI0uKe KOJIECO 1ITypBajia, B TO BpeMs Kak
€ro OCTpbI€e, IPUILYPEHHbIE IJ1a3a TBEPAO U HEMOABUXKHO
cMoTpeu Baaib. Ciierka o0JIOKOTUBLIMChH Ha MPOBOJIOY-
Hylo ceTKy, Bepa JIbBOBHa ¢ HaciaXiaeHueM Tisena,
KaK UTpajid B BoJHax OeJible Oapalliku, a B FOJIOBE ee I01
pa3MepeHHbIE B3IOXU MAllIMHbI 3By4al MOTUB KaKON-TO
caMoJIeIbHOM MOJIbKU, U C 9TUM MOTUBOM B CTPaHHYIO
TrapMOHMIO CJIMBAJICh U 1IIyM BOJIbI MOJ KOJIECAMU U JIpe-
Oe3xxaHue Jalek B Oydere...

HMHorna HaBcTpeuy «Actpedy» nmonamaics OykKcup-
HbII MapoXo/, TAIIMBIIKIA 32 COO0I0 Ha TOJICTOM Ka-
HaTe JUIMHHYIO BEPEHUIY HU3KUX, HEYKITIOXUX 0apoK.
Torma oba mapoxoma HaUMHAIM YIPOXKalolle peBeTh,
yTO 3acTaBisaiao Bepy JIbBOBHY ¢ MCITyraHHBIM BUAOM
3aKMYpPUMBATh IJ1a3a U 3aThIKATh YIIIH...

Bnanu moxkaspiBajlach MPUCTaHb — MaJleHbKUIA
KpacHBIM TOMMK, BBICTPOSHHBIN Ha Oapke. KammraH,
MPWIOXUBIIM POT K MEAHOMY PYIOpPY, MPOBENEHHOMY
B MalllMHHOE OTIeJieHue, Kpuyal KOMaHIHbIe CJI0Ba,
1 €TO0 ToJIOC Ka3ajicsl BBIXOISIIMM U3 IIIyOOKOW O0UKU.
«Campiit maneiit! Ctyn! 3agauii xon! Cry-yn!..» C HUX-
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HEW MasyObl BIOpAchiBald KaHAT, U OH, Pa3BUBASICh
B BO3MlyX€, C TPOXOTOM TaflaJl HA KPbIITYy MPUCTAHU.
Matpochsl Mo IpoXKalluM CXOJHSIM BIHOCUJIA Ha Oeper
rpoMajgHble KyJU U MELIKU, Crubasich MoJ UX TsKe-
CTBIO M MPUIEPXKUBAST UX XKeJIE3HbIMU KprokaMu. OKo-
JIO CTAaHIIMW TOJIMUINUCH 6a0bl U JEBYOHKMU B KPACHBIX
capadaHax; OHM HaBSI3YMBO TIpeyiarajiv maccaxupam
BSLTYIO MQJIMHY, OYTBUJIKUA C KUTITYEHBIM MOJIOKOM, CO-
JIEHYIO pbIOy U OapaHuHy. AMcKue Jo1manu, Haa KOTo-
PBIMU BWJIWCH TY4YU CJIEMHEN, HETEPIEINBO MO3BIKU-
BaJiM OyOEHUMKAMU U KOJIOKOJIbLIAMMU. ..

Kapa nmoHemHory criagana. OT BOJbI MOTHSIICS JIET-
kuii BeTepok. CosHIIEe Caauaoch B TOXape MypIypHOTO
TUIAMEHW W PACTOIJIEHHOTO 30JI0Ta; KOTAa Xe SIpKUe
Kpacku 3apy MOTYXJIM, TO BECb TOPU3OHT OCBETUJICS
POBHBIM TIBIJILHO-PO30BbIM cusiHueM. HakoHell u 3To
CUSTHWE TIOMEPKJIIO, U TOJIBKO HEBBICOKO HaJ 3eMIJIEH,
B TOM MECTE, IJI€ 3aKATUJIOCh COJIHIIE, OCTAIACh HESICHASI
JIUIMHHAST pO30Basi MOJIOCKA, HE3aMETHO MepeXOoauBIIAs
HaBepXy B HEXHBINM rojly0oBaTbiii OTTEHOK BEUYEPHETO
Heba, a BHU3Y B TSXKEJyI0 CU30BaTylO0 MIJTY, MOAbIMAB-
mytocst oT 3eMau. Bosnyx cryctuics, moxonoaena. Ot-
KyJa-To IOHECCS U CKOJIB3HYJI I10 Maxyoe cialOblit 3ammax
MeJia U ChIpoii TpaBbl. Ha BocTOKe, 3a BOJTHUCTOM JIMHU -
€l XOJIMOB, Pa3pacTajiCcsi TEMHO-30JI0TOU CBET JIyHBI, TO-
TOBOI B30iTH. OHa MoKa3ajach CHayaaa TOJIbKO OJHUM
KpaelkoM M TTOTOM BBITIIbLIA — OOJIblasi, OTHEHHO-
KpacHas 1 KakK OyATo Obl IIPUILTIOCHYTAs CBEPXY.

Ha mapoxone 3aXTiv 371eKTpUYECTBO U 3aCBETWIIN HA
OopTax curHajbHble poHapu. M3 TpyObl BaaviIn AJIMH-
HBbIM CHOIIOM Y CTJIAJIMCh 32 TIapOXO/IOM, Tasl B BO3IyXeE,
KpacHble MCKpbl. Bona Ka3zajiach cBeT/iee Heba 1 yKe He
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kumnena oonbine. OHa yCIIOKOMIACH, 3aTUXJIA, M BOJIHBI
OT I1IapOX01a PACXOAUIUCH IO Hel TAK1E YHCThHIE U IJ1af-
K€, Kak OyITo Obl OHU POXKIAJIMCH 1 3aCTHIBAJIM B XKW~
KoM cTekJie. JIyHa moaHsIach eliie Bblllie U To0JieaHeNa;
JIUCK €€ CAenaicsd MpaBWIbHBIM U OJIECTSIIMM, KaK OT-
MOJIUPOBAHHBIA cepeOpsAHbIi IKT. [1o Bome NpoTsHyJI-
cs OT Oepera K Mapoxojy U 3aurpaj 30J0TbIMU OsecT-
KaMM M CTpYMKaMU IJIMHHbBIN ApoXKalluit CTOJO.

CranoBuiioch cBexo. IlokpomiieB 3aMeTU, YTO
JKeHa ero JIBa pa3a COAPOTHYJIACh IJIeYaMU U CIIMHOM
MMoJ CBOUM IIEPCTSIHBIM IIJIATKOM, M, HarHyBIIKUCh
K HEW, CIIPOCWI:

— TItnmuka Mos, Tebe He xonogHO? MoXeT OBITD,
ToliIeM B KaloTy?

Bepa JIbBOoBHA moAHsLIa TOJOBY U IIOCMOTpEsia Ha
Myxa. Ero nuuo npu JIyHHOM cBeTe cTajo OJienHee
OOBIKHOBEHHOTO, IMYILIMCTbIE YChI U OCTPOKOHEYHAsI
0OpoJKa BHIPMCOBBLIBAIUCH pe3ue, a Ila3a yAJIUHUINCH
U IPUHSIJIA CTPaHHOE, HEXXHOE BhIpaXkKeHUeE.

— Her, HerT... He Oecrmokoiicsi, MUIBIK... MHe
OY€Hb XOPOIIIO, — OTBETUJIA OHA.

OHa He 4YyBCTBOBaja XOJ0Aa, HO €e OXBaTuja Ta
HIeMsIIasi TOMHasl XyTb, KOTOpasl OBJageBaeT HEPB-
HBIMU JIIONBMU B SIpKWE JyYHHBIE HOYM, Korma Hebo
KaxXeTcsl XOJOOHOM U OrpoMHON mycThiHeil. Huskue
Oepera, O6exxaBllie MUMO TTapoxoa, ObLIU MOJTYaJIUBBI
U MeYajibHbI, IpUOpPEXHbBIE JIeca, OKyTaHHbIE BIAXKHbBIM
MpaKOM, Ka3aJINCh CTPAIIHBIMU. ..

Y Bepsbl JIbBOBHBI BAPYT SIBUJIOCH HEMPEOI0JIMMOE
KeJlaHWe MPUJIbHYTh KaK MOXHO OJIMKE K CBOEMY MY-
XKy, CIPSTaTh I'OJIOBY HAa CUJILHOIM Tpyau 3TOro OJIu3-
KOTI'O YeJloBeKa, COTPEThCS €ro TEIIOTOM. ..
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OH, TOYHO yragbiBasi ¢ MUMOJIETHOE XKeJIaHKUEe, TUXO
00BUJI ee MOJOBMHOI CBOEro LIMPOKOTO MalbTo, U OHU
00a 3aTHXJI1, TIPYRKABILIUCH APYT K IPYTY, U, KacasiCh APYT
JIpyra rojloBamu, CJIWJIMCh B OJIMH T'PALIMO3HBIA TEMHbIN
CUJTY3T, MEXY TEM KaK JiyHa Opocaa sIpKue cepeOpsiHbIe
MISITHA Ha MX IJICYM U Ha odepTaHue UX Puryp.

ITapoxon cTan ABUTaThbCsl OCTOPOXKHEE, U3 OOSI3HU
HATKHYTBCSI Ha MeJib... MaTpoCchl Ha HOCY U3MEPSIIN
IyOMHY peKM, 1 B HOYHOM BO3[yXe OTYETIMBO 3ByYa-
JIM UX NpOoTsKHBIe BockimnaHus: «Ille-ecto!.. IlecTh
¢ niojioBuHHoOI! Bo-ocems!.. ITo-ox Tada-ak!.. Ce-Mb!»
B 3TuX BBICOKMX CTOHYIIMX 3BYKaX CJBIIIATIOCH TO K€
YHBIHYE, KAKUM OBbUIM TTOJIHBI TEMHBIE, ITeYalbHbIC Oe-
pera u xojogHoe Heb6o. Ho mop miaioM ObIJI0 OYeHb
TeIUIO, U, KPEIKO MPUXUMAasICh K JTIOOUMOMY YeJIoBe-
Ky, Bepa JIbBOBHa e11e TTy0xKe OIIyIaja CBOe CUacThbe.

Ha mpaBom Oepery mokasajMch CMyTHbIE odepTa-
HUS BBICOKOM TOpBI C JIETKOM, Pe3HOM, JepeBSIHHOM
Oecenkolf Ha camoil BepmiMHe. becenka Oblia SIpKo
OCBellleHa, M BHYTPU €€ IBUTAIMCH JIoAu. BuaHo ObI-
JIO, KaK, YCJIbIIIAB IIIYM MPUOIMKAIOIIErocs mapoxoa,
OHHU MOIXOAWJIM K IlepujaM U, OO0JOKOTMBIIMCH Ha
HUX, VIS BHU3.

— Ax, Bonoasg, mocMoTpu, Kakasl IpejiecTb! —
BockiukHyna Bepa JIbBoBHa. — CoBceM KpyXKeBHasI
Oecenka... Bor 661 HaM ¢ TOOOI 31eCh MOXMUTh...

— S 3neck npoBer Lenoe jJeto, — ckasai [lokpoMiies.

— Ha? Heyxenu? 9T1o, HaBEpHO, Ybe-HUOYIb ME-
Hue?

— Kusszeii [IIupkoBbix. O4eHb 60TaThIe JIOAU. ..

OHa He BueNla €ro Julla, HO YyBCTBOBajia, 4To,
MPOMU3HOCS 3TU CJIOBA, OH CJIETKa pa3ryIakMBaeT KOH-
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LlaMM TaJIblLIeB CBOM YChl U YTO B €ro rojoce 3BYyYUT
y/IbIOKA BOCIIOMUHAHMS.

— Korna xe Tb1 061 TaM? Thl MHE HUYETO O HUX He
pacckasbiBall... Yto oHu 3a moamu?

— JIromu?.. Kak tede cka3artb?.. Hu gypHbeie, HU
xopoiue... Becensle moau...

OH 3amonyaj, IpoaosKasl yJIbl0aTbCsl CBOMM BOC-
nmomuHaHusIM. Torma Bepa JIbBoBHaA cka3ana:

— Thui cmeennbes... Thl, BepHO, BCIIOMHUI YTO-HU-
Oyab MHTEpecHoe?

— O mHer... Huuero... PoBHO HuYero MHTEpecC-
Horo, — Bo3pasu IlokpomiieB U Kpernye OOHSII Ta-
JINI0 XeHbl. — Tak... MaJeHbKHE TJIYIIOCTH... HE CTOUT
Y BCIIOMUHATb.

Bepa JIbBoBHa He xotena OoJjiblle paccrpaniu-
BaTh, HO [TokpomiieB Hayasl TOBOpUThH camM. EmMy nipu-
SITHO OBLIO, YTO €T0 XeHa Y3HAET, B KaKOW IIMPOKOM
Oapckoii 00CTaHOBKE €My IMPUXOAUIOCH XUTh. DTO
IIEKOTaJ0 MEJIOYHBIM, HO MPUSITHBIM OO0pPa3oM €ero
camosooue. IIIupKoBbI KUK JIETOM B CBOEM MMEHUM,
TOYb-B-TOYb KakK aHIuMiickue Jopasl. [IpaBaa, cam I1o-
KPOMIIEB ObLUT TaM TOJIbKO PEIIETUTOPOM, HO OH CyMel
ce0s MOoCTaBUTh TaK, YTO C HUM OOpalajuch Kak co
CBOUM, Jaxe 00Jjibllie TOro, — KakK ¢ OJM3KMM YeJIoBe-
KoM. Beap HacTosIIIMX CBETCKMX JIIOAEH BCEro cKopee
Y y3Haelllb MMEHHO I10 MX 04apoBaTeJbHOM MPOCTOTE.
JleTro mpoMeJIbKHYJIO YAUBUTEJIBHO OBICTPO U BECEJO:
JJayH-TeHHUC, MUKHUKM, IIapabl, CIIEKTAKIIN, IIPOTYJI-
K1 BepxoM... K obeny Bce coOMpauch Mo 3ByKy I'OHTa,
HEIMpeMeHHO BO (ppakax v OEIbIX FaJICTyKax, — OJHUM
CJIOBOM, CaMO€ YTOHYEHHOE COEJIUWHEHUE CTPOroro
ATUKETA C IPOCTOTOM M IIPEKPACHBIX MaHEP C HEIPH-
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HYXXIEHHBIM BeceibeM. KoHeuHo, B Takoli XK13HU €CTh
Y CBOM HEJIOCTaTKU, HO MOXUTh €10 XOTh OJHO JIETO —
U TO YpEe3BbIYATHO MPUSITHO.

Bepa JIrBOBHA city11aa ero, He IIpepbiBasi HU OTHUM
CJIOBOM M B TO X€ BpeMsI MCIIbIThIBAsI HEXOpOIIIee, 110-
X0XKee Ha PeBHOCTb UyBCTBO. Eif ObL10 00JILHO AYyMaTh,
YTO y HEro B MaMsTU OCTaJICS XOThb OJWH CYACTJIMUBBIN
MOMEHT U3 €TI0 TPEXHEN XXKU3HU, HE YHAYTOXCHHBIN, HE
CIVIAXKEHHBIN UX TEIEPELIHUM OOIIMM CYACTHEM.

Becenka Bapyr To4HO cIpsiTajlach 32 IIOBOPOTOM.
Bepa JIrBoBHa Monyana, a ITokpomiieB, yBJIeUeHHbIN
CBOMMU BOCIIOMMHAHMSIMU, TIPOAOJIKAI:

— Hy, KoHe4yHO, urpaau B J10O0Bb, 0€3 3TOro Ha
Jaue Heab3sa. Bce urpanm, HaumHasg CO CTaporo KHs3s
Y KOHYas1 0e3yChIMU JIMLIEUCTaMU, MOUMU YYCHUKAMU.
W Bce apyr apyry IOKpOBUTEIbCTBOBAIN, CMOTPEIN
CKBO3b MaJIbLIbl.

— A 1e1? THI TOXE... yXaxKUBaJ 3a KeM-HUOyOb? —
crnpocuiia Bepa JIbBoBHA HEeCTECTBEHHO CIIOKOWHBIM
TOHOM.

OH npoBe pyKol Mo ycaMm. DTOT cCaMOAOBOJIbHBIN,
TaK XOpo1lIo 3HaKoMbIl Bepe JIbBOBHE XeCT BAPYT I10-
Kazajcs el HOLLUIbIM.

— H-na... 1 s ToXXe. Y MeHs1 Bbllle] MaJIeHbKUU po-
MaH ¢ KHskHOM KaT. O4yeHb cMellIHOi poMaH U, T1oXKa-
JIyii, eClIM XO4Yelllb, JaxKe HEMHOIO Oe3HpaBCTBEHHbIA.
IToHuMaenb: neBUIlE €lle U LIECTHAALATU JIET HE HUC-
MOJIHUJIOChH, HO Pa3BSI3HOCTh, CAMOYBEPEHHOCTh U TPO-
yee — MPOCTO yauBUTEIbHbIe. OHA MHE MPSIMO U3JIOXKM-
J1a cBOi1 B3rJ1s1d. «MHe, TOBOpUT, 31eCh CKy4YHO, ITIOTOMY
YTO 51 HU OJHOTO JTHSI HE MOTY TPOXUTh 0€3 CO3HAHUS,
YTO B MEHSI BCce KpyroMm BiI0OJeHbl. Bbl oauH 31ech
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TOJIBKO MHE M HpaBUTeCh. Bbl HEMypHBI COOO0M, C BaMU
MOXHO pa3roBapMBaTh, Hy U TaK gajiee. Bbl, KOHEYHO,
TMOHMMAETe, YTO XKEHOI Ballleil s1 ObITh HE MOTY, HO MO-
YyeMy K€ HaM He TPOBECTU 3TO JIETO BECEsI0 1 TIPUSITHO?»

— Hy n gyto xe? bruto Beceno? — crnpocuna Bepa
JIbBOBHa, cTapasicb TOBOPUTh HEOPEXKHO, U caMa UCITY-
rajjaChb CBOEro BHE3aIlTHO OXPMIIIIIETO rojioca.

DTOT ronoc 3actaBui ITokpomiieBa HACTOPOKUTh-
cs1. Kak Obl UBBMHSISICH 32 TO, UTO MIPUYMHWI €11 OOJIb,
OH MNpPUTSHYJI K cebe roJoBY XXEHBI U MPHUKOCHYJICS
rybamu K ee BUcky. Ho Kakoe-To momiioe, HeyaepKu-
MOE€ BJIeUeHHE, KOTIOILIMBIIIEECS B €ro Ayllle, KaKoe-To
CMYTHO€ M raJKo€ YyBCTBO, ITOXOXEE Ha XBaCTJIMBOE
MOJIOEYECTBO, TSIHYJIO €r0 pacCKa3bIBaTh JAJIbIIE.

— BOT MBI U Urpajiu B JIIOOOBb C 3TUM TMOJJIETKOM
1 B KOHIIE JieTa paccTajiuch. OHa COBCEM PaBHOAYIIHO
OGiaromapwiia MEHS 3a TO, YTO I IOMOT € HE CKy4JaTb,
M Xajiejla, 4TO He BCTPETUIACh CO MHOIO, YK€ BbIIIS
3aMyX. Bripouewm, oHa, Mo ee cjioBam, He Tepsijia Haje-
>KIBI BCTPETUTHCSI CO MHOIO BIIOCJICACTBUM.

W oH nipuGaBWJI ¢ AETAHBIM CMEXOM:

— Boo0ie, 3Ta UCTOpUS COCTaBISIET OIS MEHS
OOHO M3 CaMbIX HEIIPUSITHBIX BOCIIOMMHaHUU. Benb
nmpasnga, Bepouka, ragko Bce 3T0?

Bepa JIbBoBHA He oTrBeTmna eMy. IlokpoMiieB 1o-
YyBCTBOBAJ K HEM XKaJIOCTh U CTaJl paCKanuBaThCs B CBO-
eil oTKpoBeHHOCTU. ZKeJlasl 3arjiaguTh HENPUSITHOE
BIeYaTIeHUE, OH ellle pa3 MoLeJ0Bajl XKEeHY B ILIEKY...

Bepa JIbBoBHa HE CONPOTUBIISLIACH, HO M HE OTBETH -
JIa Ha nouenyi... CTpaHHOe, MyYUTEIbHOE W caMoil et
HEsICHOE YYBCTBO OBJIafesio ee Ayioil. TyT Oblia oT4a-
CTU Y PEBHOCTH K IIPOLIEAIIEMY, — CaAMBII Y>KAaCHBIA BUT
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pPeBHOCTU, — HO ObuUIa TONBKO oT4yacTu. Bepa JIbBoBHA
JABHO CJIbIIIIAJIA U 3HAJIa, YTO Y KaXKIOr0 MY>KUYUHEI Obl-
BAlOT JI0 XKCHUTHEOLI MHTPYKKU U CBSI3U, YTO TO, UTO JIJISI
>KEHIIMHBI COCTABJISIET OIPOMHOE COOBITUE, JJISI MYXK-
YUHBI SIBJISIETCS IIPOCTBIM CIy4aeM, M YTO C 3TUM yxKac-
HBIM MOPSIKOM Beleii Hafo ITOHEeBOJIe MUPUTHCS. BbL1o
TYT U HErOJOBAHUE Ha TY YHUBUTEJIbHYIO 1 Pa3BpaTHYIO
pOJb, KOTOpasl Bbillajla B 3TOM POMaHe Ha JIOJI0 €€ My-
ka, Ho Bepa JIbBoBHA BCIIOMHMIIA, YTO U €€ MOLEIYyH
C HUM, KOTJIa OHU ellle ObLIM XEHUXOM U HEBECTOM, He
BCErJa HOCUJIM HEBUHHBIN 1 YMCTBIM XapakTep. CTpaiil-
Hee BCero B 3TOM HOBOM YYBCTBE ObLJIO CO3HAHUE TOTO,
yto Bnamumup MBaHOBUY BApyT chaenajcs Uil CBOEM
JKEHBI YyKMM, JAJIEKUM YeJIOBEKOM U YTO UX IMPEXKHSIS
0JIM30CTb HUKOT/IA YK€ HE MOXKET BO3BPATUTHCSI.
«3a4eM OH MHE paccKa3bIBajl BCIO 3Ty ragoCTh? —
MYYUTEJIbHO OyMmajla OHa, CTUCKUBas U Tep3asi CBOU
noxojoAeBumne pyku. — OH IepeBepHYa BCIO MOIO
YLy ¥ HallOJHUI €€ I'PSI3bl0, HO UTO XK€ S MOTY €My
cKkazaTb Ha 3T0? Kak s y3Haro, 4To OH MCHBITHIBAJ BO
BpeMsI cBoero pacckasa? CoxaneHnue o rmponnioM? He-
xopoiuee BonHeHne? 'ammmBocth? (HeT, yX Bo BCIKOM
cllydyae He TraJjiuBOCTh: TOH y HEro ObUI CaMOJIOBOJIb-
HbII, XOTS OH U cTapajicsl 3TO CKpbITh) ... Hamexmy
OIISATH BCTPETUTHCS Korga-HuOynb ¢ aToi KaTt? A mo-
yemy xe 1 He Tak? Eciu s cipollly ero o6 3ToM, OH,
KOHEYHO, ITOCIIeIIUT MEHSI YCIIOKOMTh, HO KaK MpO-
HUKHYTh B CaMyI0 IJTyOb €ro IyIIu, B CaMble OTHaJeH-
Hble U3rubbl ero cozHaHus? Ilo yemy g Mory y3HaTh,
YTO, TOBOPSI CO MHOU MCKPEHHO W MPaBIUBO, OH B TO
K€ BpeMsl He 0OMaHbIBaeT — 1, MOXET ObITb, COBEp-
IIEHHO HeBOJIbHO — cBoeil coBecTu? O! Uero OblI 51 HU



