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Ihraea 1

Jxeccuka CTaHTOH cuIeia y AajdbHell CTEHBI HAPSIHOTO
0aJIbHOTO 3aj1a U CMOTpeJia, KaK XO35IMH U X03s1iiKa 1oMa, rep-
1or u repuoruHs CTpatMop, IPUBETCTBOBAJIA OYEPEIHOTO IO-
ct. Kak Bceraa, ee Majio KTo 3aMeyall, a ciiydyaifHoe JIIoOOIbIT-
CTBO OHA MPUBBIYHO TIpeceKajia XOJOIHBIM B3TJISIIOM.

be3 comHenust, [Ixxeccrka Oblia €eITMHCTBEHHOM JaMO#l BO
BCEM JIOHIOHCKOM OOIIIECTBE, TBEPAO PELIMBILEI Ha Bcex Oa-
JIax UrpaTh poJib cepoit Mblliki. OHa cuaena, akKypaTHO CJIO-
XKUB PYKH Ha KOJICHSIX, TOPJO BBIIIPSIMUB CITMHY, M CTapajiach
He oOpalllaTh BHUMaHUS Ha YEThIpeX IOHBIX JEBYIIEK, KOTO-
pble LI MUMO, 0 YeM-To 0osTast. OHM yAUBJIEHHO IMTOCMOTpE-
JIV Ha Hee, IIeTTHYJIN YTO-TO IBHO HEMPUJIMIHOE, a TIOTOM Clie-
JIaJTA LIUPOKUIA KPYT, He 3Ketast U OJIM3KO MOAXOINUTh K TaKOM
CTpaHHOI AeBylIKe, Kak [Ixkeccuka. Hy u mamHo, ITycTh TOBO-
pAT 4TO XOTAT. [TycTh HA3BIBAIOT €€ MOHALIKOM, YyIauyKoii, BbI-
COKOMEpHOI BBHICKOUKOI. JIto60¢e onpeneaeHre OyaeT aydlie
MpaB/bl.

JIxkeccuKa ¢ 3aBUCTBIO TIISTHYJIA Ha 9JIETAHTHBIX JaM B Tyaje-
Tax U3 IIeJIKa U atjaca, Kpy>KMBIIUXCS 110 3Ty PSIZIOM C O€ThI-
MM T10 TIOC/IeTHEN MOJie JKEHTIbMEHAMM.

Eii HuKorma He cTaTh OMHOM U3 HUX.

OtBepHyBIIKCH, JIxkeccuka ycuiarueM BoJIM oOopBajia 3Ty
MBICJTb, a TIOTOM paclipaBUjia CKJIaIKN CTAPOMOIHOTO IIJIaThsl U3
CBeTJIO-3eJieHoro 6oMba3rHa. OHa MoCcMOTpeJia B CTOPOHY BXO-
Ila, TAe 1o IIMPOKO# JIECTHHUIIE B 3aJI CITyCKaJIMCh OapoH 1 Oa-
poHecca JIurtnopyk. Ho JIxkeccuka xkmana He UX MOSIBJICHUSI.
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Bech Beuep oHa Xaxknajia yBUAETb HapsiJl OAHOM AaMbl, U 3TOM
Jlamoii Oblja He bapoHecca.

JIxxeccuka pa3oyapoBaHHO B3AOXHYJA U KOCHYJAch pyKoi
HIeaTbHO OTYTIOKEHHOTO KPY>K€BHOTO BOPOTHMKA, HAMEpeBa-
SICh JKJIaTh CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO MOTpebyeTcs. TeprieHre He BXO-
IIAJIO B YMCJIO €€ JOCTOMHCTB, HO OHA 3HaJjla, YTO He YHIET OT-
clola, 1moka He YBUAUT Iuiathe jeau [leHnenonsl JIpaMMoOH.
OHa npuaymalia ero caMa, HapucoBajia M ThICSUY pa3 MpeacTa-
Bwia. Her, eit 00s13aTeIbHO HAmO B3IJISIHYTh Ha TO, UTO B UTO-
e MOJIyYUJIOCh.

[lepenuBuaras 1ieakoBasi TKaHb OyJIeT caMOTro HEXHOTro
MEePCUKOBOTO OTTEHKAa — WIeaIbHO IJISI MOJIOIOM XKEHIIUHBI,
TOJIbKO HEJaBHO BBIIIEAIICH 3aMyX. [11aThe yKpacsaT BOJIaHbI
M3 CIUIETEHHOTO BPYYHYIO KpY:KeBa 1IBeTa CJIOHOBOI KOCTH. Jle-
KOJIBTE CAEJIAIOT TOCTATOYHO NTyOOKHMM, YTOOBI COOJIa3HATh, HO
HE HACTOJIbKO, YTOOBI €ro COWJIM BYJbrapHbIM. JIXKeccuka 3a-
KpblJa IJ1a3a, IPeACTaBIIsIsI, KaK IoHas KpacaBulia OyaeT BBITJIS-
IIETh B €€ Hapsiae, U cep/le 3a0MI0Ch OT BOJTHEHMS.

Paznbie mokpou. LlBera. BenukonenHoe agedune caMbix
MOJIHbBIX OJICSTHUI, KOTOPbIE HOCSIT CJIMBKU JIOHAOHCKOTO O0I11e-
ctBa. Ml MHOTME 13 HUX NIpUAyMaa oHa caMa. M3-3a Hux JIxec-
cHKa, cobpaB BOJIO B KyJlaK, MPUXOAMJIAa HAa CBETCKUE Tpasi-
HUKH ¥ HE3aMETHO CHeJIa B TOJIIE, TT0Ka MUP BeCesIbsl U cMeXa
BpallIajICs BOKPYT Hee, He obpalliast Ha TUXYIO JIEBYIIKY HAKa-
KOro BHMMaHus. MUp, 4acThlo KOTOPOTO €if HUKOTIAa He CTaTh.

3a 3TU roibl OHA CJIOBHO MPEBpPaTHIaCh B HEBUAMMOE HUUTO.
KoHeuHo, ee mpuriamiaiyd Ha 0ajibl, a MHA4Ye U OBITh HE MOT-
JIo, TIPUHUMAasl BO BHUMaHUe GJIM3K0e 3HAKOMCTBO €€ yMepIle-
T0 OTLA C KOPOJIEBOM U IBOPSHCKUIA TUTYJI Ma4€XU, TAKXKE OTO-
LIeAIIei B MUp UHOU. B TpOTMBHOM ciiydae 3TO GbLIO ObI Ipy-
OBbIM HapyllIeHWEM 3TUKETa CO CTOPOHBI CBETCKOI'O OOIIECTBA.
Ho Bce ke IxkeccrKa HUKOTAA He YYBCTBOBaJia CeOST YWICHOM
3TOro U30paHHOro Kpyra. M npuHumasa npuriauieHus oHa Bo-
BCE He 3aTeM, YTOOBI Tyaa nmomnacTthb. O ee TaifHe MOIJIM Y3HaTh,
Ho JIXeccuka 1ula Ha pUCK TOJIbKO paayd TOTO, YTOObI YBUIETh
MpUAYMaHHBIC €10 HAPSIbI.

OHa risiHy/1a Ha IycTylo JectHuny. Ine xe neau Jpammona?
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Bapyr K Heli HanpaBWJIMCh TPOE MOJIOABIX JIOIEH B JJIMHHO-
MOJIBIX (ppakax. SIBHO ocMesieB OT BUHA, OHU IIJIH, CJIeTKa Mo~
1IaThIBAsICh U 3aropaxkvpasi CiMHaMu JiecTHUIY. OJMH U3 HUX
OBLI crieped, ¥ IBOE MOATAIKUBAIIMA €TO MOJ JJOKTH B €€ CTO-
POHY.

— He xemaere nmu motaHueBath, Mucc CTaHTOH? — CITPOCHII
OH, Kayasch U3 CTOPOHBI B CTOPOHY, CJIOBHO BOJIHA HA MOPE.

— Moxer 0bITb, — OTBeTUJIA [Xeccuka ¢ MPUTBOPHOU
YABIOKOM, HAIMEHHO B3IePHYB TO00ponoK. — $ ObI TTOTaHIIe-
BaJla ¢ IKEHTJIbMEHOM, KOTOPBI XOTs OBl AeacT BUI, YTO OH
CIMOCOOEH CTOSTh 03 MOANePXKKHU Apy3eil. Bol, K coxaleHuo,
3THUM TpeOOBaHUSIM HEe OTBeYaeTe.

ITocne ee c10B ABOE IOHOIIEH TPOMKO PACCMESIIUCH, a CaM
He3agawIMBbIi KaBajiep, MMOKpacHeB Kak pak, OTCTYMUI U OT-
BECWJI TAKOW HU3KUI TTOKJIOH, YTO YyTh OBLIO HE CBAJUJICS Ha
MoJi. DTO BMOJHE MOIJVIO ITPOM30MTH — IOHBII IKEHTIbMEH €/1Ba
CTOSUT Ha HOTax.

JI>xeccuka oTBepHyJach, MOKa3biBasi, YTO BCsI TPOMIIA €€ CO-
BepIlIeHHO He MHTepecyeT. OHa cMoTpesia B yroia A0 TeX Iop,
MokKa MoJiofible JIoau He otouutu oT Hee. [locie aToro JIxec-
cuKa oOBeJia B3IJIsiioM OanbHbIi 3ai. Jlenu JIpaMMoHa moKa He
MOSIBUJIACh, HO 3aTO OHA yBMIIENa CBOIO Ky3uHy MenuHay Yoi-
JIec, TePIOTUHIO XOJUIMHTCBOPT, KOTOPas IIj1a MpsIMO K Heid. Ha
ee rydax urpaja yiabiOka.

— 41 BKy, THI pa3pyllniia HaaeXIbl elie OaHOTO 6J1aropo-
HOTO IOHOIIIM TTOTaHIIeBaTh C HEAOCTYITHOM MUcc [IKeccuKoii
CraHTOH, — cKa3ajia Ky3uHa, IpUCcaXKuBasiCh PSIOM.

JIeccrka OTBeTUJIA €M C TSKEJTBIM B3IOXOM:

— 41 6yny oueHb pana, eciau 61aropoaHbie IOHOIIM MepecTa-
HYT MUTATh KaKue-JI100 HAIeXIbI 0 OTHOIIEHUIO KO MHE.

MenuHaa paccMmesiach:

— He cTout Ha 3T0 paccunThIBaTh. Thl MHOTHX MHTEPECYEIIh
CBOEI HEIOCTYIMTHOCTbIO. JI)KeiMC TOBOPUT, UTO B CBETE YXKe Jiea-
0T CTaBKU, KOMY K€ YIACTCS XOTSI Obl TIPUTJIACUTH TeOS Ha TaHEll.

JIxxeccuka omsATh TsXKeso B3noxHyja. Ee mieyn moHUKIu.
[Mouemy mrooM HE MOTYT OCTaBUTH e€¢ B ITOKoe? MennHaa Ha-
KpbUIa JIAIOHBIO CXaThle B KYJIaK MaJIbLbl JIKeCCUKH.
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— TBOM MOMBITKM OTTOPOAUTHLCS OT OOIIECTBA TOJbKO BCEX
pa33agopuiad. MHOTHE MYXUYHMHBI XOTST CTaTh MEPBBIM, KTO
CMOXeT pa30UTh TBOIO JICISTHYIO XOJIOMHOCTD.

JI>xeccrKa BUaea B e B3IJIsAe COYYBCTBUE U IOHUMaHUE.
MenuHga Obl1a €if He TOJIBKO KY3MHOM, HO U JPYTOM, IIpUYeM
¢IWHCTBEeHHBIM. ENBa HayYMBIINCH TOBOPHTH, IEBOYKM YyKe
urpaiu BMecte. C TOi maieKoii TOpbl OHU CTaIM OJIM3KU KakK
cecTpbl. MenuHaa Obl1a OfHON U3 HEMHOTUX B JIOHAOHE, KTO
3HaJ O €€ TaliHe U OTHOCUJICS K HEl CITIOKOWHO.

— Jlenu IpaMMoHI yxXe 3aech? — cripocuia oHa. Cyns 1mo
HETepIeIMBOMY BhIpaXXEHUIO Jviia, MeauHaa Toxe Xaaia mo-
SIBJICHUS 3TOU JaMBbl.

— Het. 1 g He 3Ha10, Ha CKOJIBLKO €llle Y MEHST XBaTUT BhI-
JIEPKKU.

MenuHaa moHUMalolle yiablOHyIach, OOHaXxasi cCUMMaTUuy-
Hble Oenbie 3yOKu. Ee 3eeHble T1a3a BCITBIXHYJIM OT YI0BOJIb-
CTBUSL.

— 4 yxe mojiyunsia TpM KOMIUIMMEHTA TI0 MOBOAY MOETO
IIaThsl, — cKasajia oHa. — Jlemu CUMITCOH He OTCTaBajia OT Me-
HS IO TeX ITop, IMOKa S He paccKasalla, KTO MHe MpUIyMal Ta-
KOW Hapsia.

JIxxeccuka yablOHYJIach B OTBET:

— A TbI OOBSICHUJIA, YTO 3TO — €IMHCTBEHHBIN 3K3eMIUISIp?
WM uTo ero cosmanu crielagbHO i Te0s?

— Jla, — 3axuxukaja MenuHaa. — A TOTOM 51 yIIOMSIHYJIa
UM TopTHUXU. Cly4aitHO, KOHEYHO.

— Hy pasymeercs. — [IxkeccrKa ToXe He CMOTIJIA CAepXKaTh
YJIBIOKU.

— ¥YBepeHa, 4To 3aBTpa IHEM K MaaaMm JIaMOHT npueneT Ho-
Basi KiimeHTka. M Bce Onarogapst tede. — MemHaa o0oapsiiole
cxxaja pykKy Ky3uHbl U fo6aBuia: — [Touemy Obl TeOe He Tepeii-
TH CO MHOI1 K OKHY? B 3TOM yrjly o4eHb OYyILIHO, a U3 caja BeeT
BETEpKOM. YBepeHa, HaM TaM OyjieT Jiyyllle.

— Het, Men, — nmokayvana rojoBoii [Ixkeccuka. — XBaTHUT
U TOTO, YTO sl BOOOIIEe MOsABUIIaCh Ha Oany. MHe He XoueTcs
MPUBJIEKaTh K ceOe JTNIITHEe BHUMAaHNUE.
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— HuxkTo He 3aMmetuT, Ixecc. O6ewalo, s1 Oyay psaoM U Mo-
MOTY, €CJIH...

— Iloxanyiicta, He Hago, — npepBaia ee Jlxkeccuka, TPOHY-
Tass UICKpeHHe 3a00Toi Ky3uHbI. — I TIpUBBIKIJIA K OMMHOYECT-
BY. MHe TaK HpaBUTCSI.

— DTO MOMOXET OCTAHOBUTH CITJICTHU. A TO BCE CUUTAIOT Te-
051 YyTh TN HE TMKAPKOM.

— MHe Bce paBHO. — JIXXeccuKa IOCMOTpeJia Ha OIyCTeB-
IIYIO JIECTHUILY, ITOTOM orsiTh Ha MenuHmy. [Togpyra cMoTpe-
JIa Ha Hee CJIMIIIKOM CEepbe3HO, U i1 3TO He HpaBUJIOCh. JIykaBo
VJIBIOHYBILKCH, JIXKeccuKa pou3Hecia: — Xouellb, s paccKa-
XKy Tebe Bce, UTO y3Halla, MoKa Cuesia TyT U IPUTBOPsLIach ce-
PO MBIIIKOW?

[1aza MenuHabl 3aCBETUIUCH OT PaJOCTHOTO MPEAYyBCTBUSI.

— AX Tbl, KOoBapHas mmnuoHka! KoneuHo!

Ot aTux cjioB JIxkeccuka paccMmestyiach.

— 3Hauur, BoT g Kro! Hy nmagHo, naii-ka BcnoMHUTh. — OHa
MPUJIOXKWIA OJWH UBSILIHBIN Najel K 1eKe U 3aAyMUYMBO IO~
HsIJ1a B3IJIAL K TIOTONKY. — MTak, neau Jdpy3wina DHIBy:, ca-
MO BOILUTOLIEHKE 6J1arOBOCIIMTAHHOCTH, ceifyac TaliHO BCTpeva-
€TCsI B OpaHXepee ¢ OMHUM JKeHTIbMeHoM. [1o ee cimoBaM, oT
OJIM30CTU C HUM OHa «4YyTh HE MaaaeT B 0OMOPOK».

— He moxet ObITh! — M3yMJICHHO BOCKJIMKHYJa MenuH-
na. — U1 xro onH?

— Jlopn JlykeHHeH.

— ¥V HuX uTO, MOO60BL? — crnpocwia MenuHaa, HeloBepUYr-
BO IJISIAS1 HA Hee BO BCE IJIa3a.

— Jla. Y1 oueHb Oosibluas.

— Ho oHa BbIXOIUT 3aMyX 3a Teplora OIMHITOHA.

— Tonbko noromy, 4to orew, JIpy3uiuibl XeIaeT BbIAATh 104b
3a repuora uiu, o KpaiiHeit Mepe, Mapku3sa. JlyKeHHEH Bcero
JIUIIb OapoH.

— bennasa dpysunna. OHa ouyeHb MUJIasi, — cKa3zaja Me-
JIMHA.

— ¥YXacHoO, 4YTO HMKTO He XeJlaeT MOCMOTPETh a3aiuu XO-
3aiKu Oana, — JaykaBo 3ametuna Jxeccuka. — S ciblana,
OHU OYEeHBb KPaCHBBI B 3TO BpeMsI TOJIa.
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— O Her, JIxecc. Ecnu ux 3actaHyT BABOeM, pa3pasuTcs
CTpAIIHBIN CKaHIA.

— Ilpo ckaHganbl paHO WJIY TTO3IHO 3a0bIBAIOT. A OpakK ¢ He-
JIIOOMMBIM MYXYMHOII — 3TO aroHUs, KOTOpasl IJIUTCS BCIO
KU3Hb.

[Mogpyru 0OMeHSITUCH Cepbe3HBIMU B30PaMH.

— Kakue uHTepecHsble y Tebsl cyxkaeHus, JIxecc, — mporo-
Bopuia MenuHma. — A 51 1M He 3HaJla, YTO ThI CTajla HACTOSIIIM
POMaHTHKOM.

— Bpsia 1m MeHst MOXXHO Ha3BaTh pOMaHTUYHOM. S TTpocTO
BUMKY, UTO IBYX BJIIOOJIEHHBIX HACUJIBHO pa3aessior. Benb dpy-
3uyia U JlykeHHeH J1io0sT apyr apyra. [peiHo 3acTaBisiTh ee
BBIXOIUTH 3aMyXK 3a JIPYTOTO.

MenuHaa 3aayMUYMBO 3aKyCcUJia HUXKHIOIO TYOY.

— XBaTUT JIM y HAC CMEJIOCTH? — CIIPOCHUJIa OHA, TJIsasd Ha
IIBEPb, BEAYIILYIO B OpaHXKepero.

JIxxeccuka JJacKOBO cKaJia JJaloHb MeJTMHIBI ¥ OTBETHIIA:

— Cwmotpu, BoH ctout jopa ITapiu u pa3roBapuBaer ¢ ce-
ctpoit ntenu Mauctep. A cabliiana, oH o6oxaeT 1BeTbl. Mo-
KeT, eMy OyIeT MHTepecHO MoKa3aTh CBOEH JaMe a3aauu rep-
LIOTUHM?

MenuHIa corimacHO KMBHYJIA U, BCTaB, cCKa3aa:

— $1 mpuHecy HaM MO CTaKaHYMKY MyHIIA U HAMEKHY eMy
Ha 3TO.

JIxkeccrKa TOBOJBHO TTOCMOTpEIa Ha Hee M OISITh pacipa-
BWJIA TUTCYH.

— Ecnm yBuauibs Myxxa, — cKasaja oHa, — Iepeaait, 4To-
ObI [IXeitmMc nepskaicsl MoAablie OT aKIIMOHEPHOTO O0IIeCT-
Ba, KoTopoe 3aTeBaet jiopa Motau. OH UIIET MHBECTOPOB ISt
CBOETO HOBOTO TOPTOBOTO TIpeanpusitus. botock, opraHusaro-
paM HeJib3s JOBEPsTh. Sl COMHEBalOCh B 3aKOHHOCTHU MX Tla-
HOB. B pasroBope OHM MPOU3HOCWIN TaKUE CJIOBa, KaK «KOH-
TpabaHaa» U «<HE3aKOHHBIM rpy3».

— Kaxk Tb1 00 5TOM y3Hanma?

JI>xeccuka oTBeTHIa, MOXUMAs U3SILIHBIMU TIeYaMu:

— YIuBHUTEIBLHO, O YeM TOJIBLKO He TOBOPSIT JIFOAW, KOTAA Y-
MAlOT, YTO UX HUKTO HE CJIBIIINT.
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— JlagHo, g moua 3a nyHiueM. CKOpo BEpHYCb.

JI>xeccmka TIpoBOAMIIA TIOAPYTY B3MJISIAOM, a TIOTOM OITSITh
TOBEPHYJIaCh B CTOPOHY BXOIHOM JleCTHUIIBL. Jleaun JlpaMMoHT,
IOXO0Xe, COOMpanach MePELIeroIsITh BCEX BETMKOCBETCKUX JaM
B MOJTHOM CTPEMJICHUY MOSIBIIATHCST Ha Oaax ¢ OMO3TaHUEM.

JIxkeccruka pa3oyapoBaHHO B3IOXHYJIA U CTajla CMOTPETh Ha
TaHIIyIOIIYE Mapbl, KOTOPbIE ¢IBa MTOMEIIATNCh B OTPOMHOM 3a-
Jie 11t npueMoB. Ha MrHoBeHue oHa 3a0b11a 000 BceM, Ha0o-
Iasi 3a KpY>KeHUEM TOJITIbI, CUSIIOLIEH BCEMU LIBETAMU PamyTH.
M3 aToro cocrosiHusI ee BhIBEJIO MosiBieHne MennHasl. B pykax
OHa Jepkajia 1Ba GoKaa.

— Jlopn INapau oyeHb 3aMHTEPECOBAJICS a3aIUIMU, — CKa-
3aja noapyra. — A JIxkeiiMcC Tonpocus cka3aTth Tede criacuoo.
OH 3HaeT, 0 KaKoil aBaHTIOpe Thl TOBOPUILb, U OlarogapeH 3a
MpeaypeKaeHHE.

JIxxeccuka B3sijia OOKaJl U cliejiana IiI0TOK.

— To1 Bugena cerogHs Jieau Diauc? — CIpOCUIa OHA T0-
npyry. — KTo-To g0JkeH yKe CXaluThCs Hall Hell U 00bsiC-
HHUTb, YTO B 3TOM IIJIaThe OHA BBITJISIIUT HEJIeTO. Y Hee CIIMIII-
KOM MoJiHasl (hurypa Ij1sl TaKoro OTKPOBEHHOTO Hapsiaa, U XXeH-
IIMHE B €¢ BO3pacTe He ciemyeT HOCUTh po3oBoe. Eii myudirre...

Bapyr MenuHma Mojiya cxBaTuiia MoJapyry 3a Ijieyo, U oHa
TYT e cMoJKJa. Ee BCTpeBOXKeHHBIN B3I yauBu JIxKeccu-
KY, M KOTIIa Ta TMPWIOXKJIa TaJiel] K rybaM, 3TO YyBCTBO TOJIBKO
yCeUIuiIoch. JIxkeccrka rmocMoTpesia o CTOpOHaM M OOHAPYXU-
J1a, 9TO BCe B 3aJie 3aCThUIM Ha MecTe. OHa HUKOTIA He BUeIa
HUYETO MOA00HOT0. DTO OBUIO OYEHb CTPAHHO.

OmieToMJIeHHBIE CIYyTH BCTAJIM KaK BKOTIAHHBIE, AepKa B py-
Kax MOAHOCHI ¢ OoKajaMu. My3bIKaHTbl HEJOBKO 3aMepiiu
C TIOTHSTBHIMU B BO3yXe CMbIUKaMU. CKPUTIKUA CMOJIKJIM, M COT-
HM U3YMJIEHHBIX TAHLIOPOB 3aCThIJIU, CJIOBHO CTAaTyH B cajy, OT-
KPBIB PTHIL.

JI>xeccuka B 3aMelIaTesIbCTBE B3IJIsIHY/Ia HA MeluHay, U Ta
M30 BCEX CHJI CxKajla ee pyKy. BummMo, TOJbKO 4TO CIIy4YHUJIOCH
HEUTO HACTOJIbKO HEBEPOSITHOE, YTO 3TO COObITHE OYKBAIbHO
IMapajan30BajIo BCe BEIMKOCBETCKOe 00I1IecTBO JloHmoHa. JIuiio
MenuHab! cTaIo UCTTYTaHHBIM, U Toraa [Xeccuka riissHyja B TY
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CTOPOHY, KyJa CMOTpeu Bce BOKpYr. Ha caMoM Bepxy JieCTHU-
IIbI OHA YBUE/IA CTOSIBIIETO B OMUHOYECTBE MYKUMHY.

M TyT ¢ Hel CIydnIoch HEUYTO HEBEPOSITHOE — Ha KaKoe-TO
BpeMsI OHA CJIOBHO BBITIAJIa U3 PealbHOTO MUPA, 3aBOPOXKEHHO
[JISIsT Ha He3HAKOMIIA, YYBCTBYS €r0 MPUCYTCTBHE KaXIOM Kie-
TOYKOM TeJla. DTOT My>KUMHA 3aBJiajie] ee BHUMaHueM, U JIxkec-
CHKa CJIMIIKOM MO3IHO MTOHSIA, YTO HE B CUJIaX OTBECTH B3IVISL
OT €ro BBICOKOI BHYIINUTEIbHOI (purypbl. HesHakomelr mpocto
CTOSIT U CMOTPEJI BHUA3 HA U3YMJICHHYIO ToJIy. OT ero ropsiuero
B3rIsiAa y JIKeCCHKM MypalllKu Mo0eKaiu Mo KOXe.

OHa HEOTPBIBHO CMOTpEJIa Ha HOBOTO TOCTS, OXUIast, 4YTO
TOT ceifyac clejlaeT Kakoe-To ABuxkeHue. McxonuBiias oT He-
ro Cujia Iyraja ee U OJHOBPEMEHHO MPUTIATUBAJIA, U OT 3TOTO
eii ObLIO He 1o cebe.

MyX4rHa CTOSUT IPSIMO, BBICOKO TTOIHSB TOJIOBY M paccTa-
BUB MYCKYJIMCTbIe HOTU. Kazaioch, OH TOTOBUJICS K OUTBE.

Ero 4epHbIil IIMHHOIIONBIN (pakK eaBa Haje3asl Ha IIUPO-
KHe TIeyu, OeJIoCHeXXHasi MaHUILKa KOHTpacTUpoBaJa ¢ 3aro-
penoit Koxeii. CBOMM BBICOKUM POCTOM M MYCKYJIHMCTOI (hu-
Iypoii He3HaKOMeELl MOAABJIST BCeX MPUCYTCTBYIOIIUX MYKUYMH
B 3asie. Ho He 3To 3acTaBiisyio HEpOBHO OUThCA cepatie [Ixec-
CHMKW, a TIOJHBI CMEpPTEIBbHON yrpo3bl B3I HE3HAKOMIIA.
Kazanoch, OH OBUT TOTOB PacIpaBUTLCS C JTIIOOBIM TIPEICTaBH -
TeJIeM BEJIMKOCBETCKOTO OOIIECTBa, KOTOPHIA OCMETHIICS Obl
YCOMHMTBCS B €TO MpaBe OBbITH 31ECh.

Ho HuxkTo He 6pocu eMy BbI30B. Bee cTosiv 1 cMoTpesin Ha
Hero, 3aTauB AbixaHue. OHU MPOCTO OOSUIUCH €T0.

He3nakoMelr momemini, Kak OyATo XeJiasi, YTOObI U3yMJIEH-
Hasl TOJITIa JO KOHILIa ITPOYyBCTBOBAJIa CUTYallUIO, a ITIOTOM CTall
MEJUIEHHO, CTYIIEHbKA 3a CTYIEHbKOM, CITyCKAThCSI IO JICCTHU-
me. Oka3aBIIMCh B CAaMOM HM3Y, My>XUMHa MOMPUBETCTBOBAJ
X035€B C TAKUM CaMOYBEPEHHBIM CIIOKONCTBUEM, CJIOBHO HE
3aMeyall, YTO BCe BOKPYT CJICAST 3a KaXKIbIM €0 JIBUXKEHUEM.

JIxkeccrka He XoTejia IPOMYCTUTh HU OJXHOM JeTaaud U Ha-
KJIOHWUJIACh BJIEBO, IVISIASI MUMO ITOJIHOTO JIXKEHTJIbMeHa, KO-
TOPBII HAIIOJIOBUHY 3aropaxkuBaj eif Bua. OHa 3aBOPOXEHHO
cMOTpeJa, KaK IMPOKOIICUriA My>KUMHA HAKJIOHUJICS U TIOLIe-
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JoBaJt pyky repuornHu. Cyzst 1o ee nobJjegHeBUIeMY JULLY, OHa
COBEPIICHHO HE 0XMAajia TAKOTO MOBOPOTA.

3arauB nbixaHue, Jlxeccuka xnana, KOraa e pa3pasuT-
cs1 Oypsi. YIMBUTENbHBINT HE3HAKOMET] OTBECUJT BEXITUBHIN T10-
ki1oH. CypoBoe BBIpaXXE€HHE €ro IJla3 He CMATYMIIOCH, JKECTKHE
JIMHUY AT He paccinabmmichk. Korna oH BBITIPSIMUICS B MO~
HBII POCT, TePIIOTWHS TIpHKaJia IpoXKallyto pyKy K cepmiry. I1o-
XOXe, ell CTaJIo TO-HACTOSIIIEMY AyPHO.

MyxurHa MOHSLI, UTO X03sliKa 6711M3Ka K 0OMOPOKY, U TO-
TOMY KOPOTKO KMBHYJI U TIOILIEN MPOYb. A HECUACTHAsI XO3sIKa
JIoMa B UTOTe BCe-TaKM yImaja 6e3 YyBCTB Ha PYKH CBOETO MYXa.

CrpaHHBII He3HAKOMeEll, Ka3aJoch, HE 3aMeval TOro xaoca,
KOTOpBI Bollapuiicsd Ha 6aiy u3-3a Hero. OH npouien B 6ajib-
HBbII 3aJ1, B3sU1 O00KaJl y OHEMEBILIETro JIakesl, a TOTOM MEIJIEHHO,
BHUMATEJIHHO OTJISIIEIICST BOKPYT.

Bapyr, HeoxugaHHO aJis1 cebst camoii, JxKeccuka Bcrana
u mar"yna Brepen. CIOBHO KaKOW-TO TAWHCTBEHHBIN TOJIOC
CyAbOBbI LIEMHYN €ii, YTO OHAa OJIKHA 00s13aTeIbHO MOJTyYllie
pasTIsiAeTh My>KUMHY, TIPEXIe YeM TOT UCUe3HET U3 BUIY.

HesnakoMmen 3ameTn1 ee IBUXXEHUE, U €T0 TOPSYUM MpU-
CTaNTBbHBIN B3IJISI BCTPETHUIICS CO B3MISIIOM J>KeccuKu.

Bce ee uyBcTBa MOMEHTAJIBHO 00OCTPUJIMCh. MypalllK1 elle
ObICTpee 3aberaly o CIMHE, Cep/ilie 3a0WI0Ch Yallle, YCUINBast
HETIPUSITHOE OIIyIeHEe HEeJTOBKOCTH. MyKUMHa HaXMypUJICH,
1 ero OpOBU MPEBPATWIINCH B OIHY HIMPOKYIO YTPOXKAOIILYIO JTU-
HUIO0. BripakeHue Jiriia He3HAKOMIIA CJIOBHO MPeayTpekIaio: OH
BUIUT JI3KeCCHKY Tak e XOpollo, KaK 1 oHa ero. M oH Haveky.

MyxurHa cIOBHO MpUKoBa Jxkeccuky K cebe 3TUM MpU-
CTaJIbHBIM B3MI0M. OT ee CIIOKOMCTBUSI 1 HEBO3MYTUMOCTHU
He ocTtaJioch U ciena. Kposb Jxkeccrku mpeBpaTUiach B OTOHb.
OHa xoTena BIOXHYTb U HE MOTJIa.

HesnakoMmerr nepxain ee B3rasiaoM U BApyr otmyctui. Cep-
nue JIxxeccuky OeleHOo MPBITHYJIO B TPYIU, Kak OyaTO OHa yra-
J1a ¢ GOJTBIIION BBICOTHI. A MyXUWHA HAIPABUJICS K CTEKJISTHHBIM
JBEPSIM, 32 KOTOPBIMU OBLI caf.

Hounas TeMHOTa OKpyXuJa ero, Kak OyaTo OH ObUI ee TTOpo-
XIEHWEM, U CIIpsiTaja B CBOCH YepHUIbHOM YepHOTE.
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MenuHaa OyKBajJbHO yriaja Ha CTYJ M, yCTaBUBIIUCH B CTO-
POHY cana, 3asIBHJIA;

— OH BepHyJICS.

— Kr0 3710 6BIT? — JI3KECCHKa TOXE CMOTpeJia Ha pa3IBUHY-
ThIE CTEKJISTHHBIC TBEPH, HAZIEsICh, YTO MYXKYMHA CKOPO BEPHETCSI.

— CatimoH Yopnenn, rpa¢d HopTkot.

— Ero nosiBieHue BbI3BAJIO HACTOSIIMUI TMeEpernoyiox. —
JIxxeccrka oOBeJia B3IJIs1IOM OanbHbIN 3a1. HUKTO 13 rocTeii He
TaHIEBaJ, JIMIIAa Y BCeX ObLIU BCTpeBOXEHHbIE. CaMble J1000-
MIBITHBIE XOAWJIA OT OJHOM TPYMIIbI JIIOACH K IPYTrOW, I11e TPOM-
KO 00CYXHany cKaHIaJbHOe TTosIBJIeHue rpada.

— He Mory moBeputb, 4TO OH MNpullIe], — cKa3ajia Me-
JIMH/A.

— ITouemy?

— W3-3a ckanpana. Ero oreil moru6 Tpu roga Haszai, U To-
YTHU BCE CYMUTAIOT, UTO €ro yousa caM HopTkor.

— A TbI — HeT?

MenuHaa B3epHYyIa Noa00POJOK U OTBETHIIA:

— B a0 He Beput Mot MyxX. OH IpyXHT ¢ TpacdoM C JeTCTBA
U CYMTAET, YTO TOT HE CITIOCOOEH Ha YOUICTBO.

— Ilouemy ke OH BepHYyJICS B 00IIeCTBO? — CIIpocuUiia
JI’xeccuka, yauBIsisich, Kak 6€30roBopoyHo MeuHa roJara-
Jlach Ha MHEHUE CYIIpyTa.

— EcTh TOJBKO OgHAa MpUYMHA, — PEIINUTEIbHO 3asiBUIIa
noapyra. — EMy Hy)XHO HaliTH XKeHy.

JIxeccrKa HeZOBEPYMBO IMTOCMOTpesIa Ha MeTuHIY, TIOTHSB
opoBu. Cyast Mo peakiiMy MPUCYTCTBYIOIMX Ha 0ay AeBYIIEK
Ha BBIlaHbe, OHU CKopee OBl JIETJIM B MOTHUJTY, YeM BBIIIUIA 32
rpaca Hoptkora.

— XKeny? — nepecnpocuia oHa.

— Jla, — kuBHyJa rosioBoit Menunga. — CaiiMOH pa3opeH,
u JIxeiMC TOBOPUT, UTO, €CJIM HE TIPOU30MAET 4yaa, OH BCE TO-
TepsieT. K koHIly Mecsiiia momectbe HopTKOTOB TOIKHO Tepeii-
TH K KpeAUTOpaM.

JI>xeccuka omsTh MISIHYJa B Ty CTOPOHY, KyAa yiiies rpad.
OHa crapaiach pasrisaeTb B TEMHOTE 3a IBEPSIMU €TO CHITYOT.

— MHe XaJib Ty XeHIIHY, KOTopasi PeIIUTCs IPUHECTH Ce-
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0s1 B xkepTBY, — cKazaya [[>keccuka. — HaBepHoe, ee XXaeT He-
3aBUIHOE OymyIee.

HenoHsATHO MoyeMy, HO OHa YyBCTBOBaJIa, Kak OyaTO MEXIY
Heil 1 rpacoM ecTh KaKasi-To CBsI3b. MIX cynbOBI Kak ABE HUTH
Ha OHOM KYyCKe MaTepuH — OHM He MepeceKalnch, HO 0e3 HUX
He TTOJTy4Jajcs y30p.

Mo3KeT, 3TO ITOTOMY, YTO OHM 00a He OBUIH ITOTHOIIPaBHBIMU
YJeHaMM CBETCKOTO O0OIIeCTBa, XOTb U MPUHAICKAIN K HEMY
TT0 TIPaBy POXICHMUS.

JIxxeccuka oGepHyJIach B CTOPOHY JIECTHMIIBI, TT0 KOTOPOI
B 3aJI CIIycKajuch roctu. Ha ee Bepxy cTosita nenu JIpaMMOH/,
BeJIMUYECTBEHHAsI, Kak KoposieBa. Ha Heli OblIO TIaThe, pagu
KoToporo JIxkeccuka npuiiia Ha 3TOT 0aJl.

Ee cepalie cxkanoch OT BOJHYIOLLErO MPeAYyBCTBUSI U 3201~
JIoch ObICTpee. Hapsin okazajcst BOCXUTUTEIbHBIM, TIPEKPACHBIM,
JIOCTOMHBIM OOTMHU. DTO ObLIO ee camoe Jiydlee TBopeHue. Eit
HE TepIIeJIOCh YBUICTh, KaK HAa HETO OTPEarupyroT TOCTH.

JIxxeccrka oOBejia B3MJISIAOM 3aJl, NPeABKYIlasi BOCXUILIEH-
HbIE YJIBIOKW W YIWBJICHHBIC B3moxu. Ho HUKTO M3 rocreii ma-
K€ HE CMOTpeJ B CTOPOHY JIECTHUILIbI. Bce risiaenu ckBo3b oT-
KpPBITBIE ABEPU Ha Teppacy — Tyla, Ilie uc4ye3 B TeMHOTe rpad
Hoptkor.

JI>keccuka royyBCTBOBajIa, KaK BCE BHYTPU HEE OITyCTUIIOCH.
Jlemu IpaMMOHI 1 ee HOBBII Hapsio HUKOTO He MHTEPECOBAJIH.
Bpsin v rocTi BOOOIIIE 3aMETHIIH €€ TTOSIBIICHUE.

CaitMmoH YopJieHJ nocTapajcs pacciaOuTh MbIIILbI CITU-
Hbl. UepT nobepu, MosBaeHNE B OOLIECTBE 1aOCh EMY CIIOX-
Hee, 4yeM OH mpeamnoiarai. Ipad caenan 60ablIOM MIOTOK Mpe-
BOCXOJTHOTO OpeH/IM, KOTOPBIM yrouaa repuor CTpaTtMop CBOUX
rocreit, u yctaBuicsi B TeMHoTy. [lo3anu paszpaincst 3ByK mpu-
OIKAIONITUXCS 1IIaTOB, W €TO MBIIIIBI OTISATh HANpSTiuch. Ho
KOTJa He3HAKOMeLl 3arOBOPWJI, OH Cpa3y pacciaducs.

— Ha yx, CaiiMoH, Hazesal TH ityMa. TBoe mosiBjieHue 0y-
IyT 00CYXIaTh €1lle MHOTO HEAEb.

Ero naBuwmii apyr xeiimc Yomiec, repior Xo/UIMHICBOPT,
MepeceK Teppacy U BCTa PSIOM C HUM.
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— PasBe s1 Mmor nponycTuTh Takoit 6an? DTO OAHO U3 CaMbIX
BaXXHBIX COOBITHIM ce30Ha. — Y CaliMOHa CXaJloCh ceparle, HO
OH MOAABWJ 3MOLUHU U IJITHYJ Ha JpOXKalllylo B XpycTaje siH-
TapHYI0 XUAKOCTb. HaBepHOe, eMy Jydille JONUTh OpeHAN 3a-
anoM. CaiiMOH yxe mojaHec 6oKaj K rydam, HO OCTAaHOBWJICS,
KOTJIa yCIIbIan ciaoBa JIxeiimca:

— Tol omo3nai. PozanmHn yexasa necsiTh MUHYT Ha3aj.

CaliMOH ellle CHJIbHee OOXBAaTWJI MajbllaMM TOHKMI Xpy-
CTaJlb M CXaJl ero.

— Kakoe HeBe3eHHME. A s TaK XOTeJl MOBUIATHCS C Made-
xoii. — M3maB MpUTBOPHBINM B3MOX, OH OTIPOKWHYJ COIECPKU-
Moe Ookaia cede B poT. ZKMIKOCTbh OTHEHHOM PEKOii pa3iniach
o caMoro Xenyaka. M aTo onrynieHre eMy o4eHb TOHPaBU-
JIOCh.

— IIpusHaThcs, 1 He OXXUAAT YBUACTH TeOsI TYT, — IMPOTOBO-
pua JIxxeiiMc, — HO MOe YIMBJIEHHE HE UAET HU B KaKoe CpaB-
HEeHUE ¢ IOKOM OemaHol repuornHu. borock, oHa 10 cux Top He
MOXET IPUITHU B ceOsl.

— IlpocTu, 4To He mpeaynpeauna Teds, — co cadoi yabio-
Koit ckazan CaiiMOH. — fl 10 mocjeaHero MOMeHTa He 3Hall,
yaacTcs MHE TIONAcTh Ha Oasl Wiy HeT. Thl XKe TOHMMaellb, YTO
MpUTJIalIeHre MHe HUKTO He TPUCHUTAT.

— Mory 11 g IOMHTEePECOBAThCH, T Thl €T0 B3sUI? — CIIPO-
cun JIxxeliMc, CKpelrBasi pyKyu Ha TPYIW U MPUCIOHSSICh Oe-
JIPOM K KOBAaHOMY OTPakI€HUIO TePPacChI.

— CeromHsIIHeMy Becesiblo s 06s13aH MoeMy afgBokary. OH
3HaeT YeJ0BeKa, KOTOPbIi 3HAeT YyeJoBeKa, KOTOpbIii... — Caii-
MOH paccMesuicss. — Hy, Tel moHnMaenb. — OH OTKUHYI TO-
JIOBY M TJTyOOKO BIOXHYJI HOUHOM Bo3ayx. — Hanmerock, 310 He
CJIMIIIKOM JTIOPOTO eMy obonuiock. botock, s ceifyac B TaKOM I10-
JIOXKEHUHU, YTO eIlle HE CKOPO CMOTY OTILIATUTh EMY 32 TTIOMOIIIb.

— CKOJBKO GBI 3TO HU CTOUJIO, IEHBIM OB IMOTPAYEHBI
HE 3psl, — YXMbLISSICh, 3as0BU JIxkeiimc. — CKOMBKO 1IyMa Thl
Hanenan! Sl HUKorga He BUAEN TaKoro Ieperonoxa. Kaib, 4To
B 3aJie yXe He Obl1o Po3anuni.

— Jla. OueHb XaJib. Sl XOTen BCTPSIXHYTh X BCEX.

JIkeitMc paccMestyics, a ITOTOM CKasall:
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— Ecau 310 ObLJ1a TBOS 1IeJ1b, TO ThI OCTUT ee. Buaen 6apo-
Ha Byn3u? UtoOsl yaepXaTbCs Ha HOTaX, 3TOT CTaphIi HaIThI-
LIEHHBIN TypaK yXBaTUJICS 3a CTaTylo O0TMHU BeHepsl — M Kak
pa3 B caMoM HempuiaudHoM Mmecte! KpacHast ot cThima 6apo-
Hecca eiBa CMOIJIa pa3kaTh ero pyky. S ObLIO Tomgymal, 4To
crosaBIInil pssnoM rpad Kapmaitn ceifyac TOUYHO ymaaeT U ero
MpuaeTcs: YHOCUTh Ha Hocwiikax. K cuacteio, rpadpuns Kap-
JIaiin TOJIIIIE ero B IBa pasa, U €il ylalloch yaAepXaTh Cymnpyra
Ha HOTax.

CaliMOH MOIBITAJICS YIBIOHYTHCS, HO HE CMOT. Y HEro ObLIU
COBceM npyrue BocriomruHaHusl. OH TOMHUJI MTOKMPOBAaHHBIC
B3IJISIIBI, TIOJIHBIE yKaca U OTBpalileHMs. JInia, BeIpakaBIlue
U3YMJICHUE U CTPaXx.

— OHU yBepeHbI, YTO 3TO 5 ero youi. S mpouunTan 310 B UX
rmazax. — CjoBa He yJeTeJ B HOUHOM BO3IyX, a MOAOOHO TS~
JKeJIoMy sipMy Jieriy Ha ey CaliMoHa.

— Hy, ToI Xe 3HaenIb Hallle BEIMKOCBETCKOE OOIIECTBO, —
cKazaJl ero Apyr poBHbIM, IMIPOCTO yKa3bIBaIOLIUM Ha (haKT ro-
JocoM. — YeM HeBeposATHEE UCTOPUSI, TEM CIIOKHEE HAWTH el
ornpoBepxeHue. — JxkeiiMc moMosyal, a MoToOM BCe-TaKu 3a-
Ilaj rIaBHBIN Borpoc: — [loyeMy Thl BepHYJICS B AHTINIO?

CaiiMOH TiepeBes IbIxaHKe, He 3Hasl, 4To ckazaTh. OH U caM
cIipaiBai cedst 00 3ToM Teicsuy pa3. [TokauaB ronoBoii, Caii-
MOH OTBETHJI:

— S He 3Ha10. Moxert, 4TOOBI ellie pa3 moBuaaTh PeiiBHC-
Kpo®dT. Brexath uepe3 crapuHHbIE BOPOTA, TTOTHSATHCS T10 JIeCT-
HUIIE, TPOUTHUCH TTO KOMHAaTaM. BCcmoOMHUTB Mpoluioe U ¢KaTb
B KyJIaKe POIHYIO 3eMJTI0, TIpeXIe YeM MOTepsATh ee HaBCceTaa.
YTtoObI MoOMpoIIATLCS C HEM.

— Tsl HUYETO HE MOXKEIIIb ClIeNIaTh?

Cepnue CaitMoHa 00JIE3HEHHO CXXaJloCh, U OH CIJIOTHYJI KOM
B TOpJIe.

— KpeauTtopsl nocnaau yBeaoMIeHUE €lle 10 TOro, Kak s
rmokrHysn Muauio, — ckaszan oH. — [lomecTbe pazopeHo.

— A eciu ObI THI TTpYexall paHbliie?

— BT0 OBUIO HEBO3MOXHO, — TIOCJIe HEOOJIBIIION IMay3bl OT-
Betus CalimMmoH. B Gokase ellle ocTaBajJoCh HEMHOTO OpeHIH,
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