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aKk BCTPETHLUb, TAK W NPOBEZeLIb.

9tu cnosa Tom u Meran NoBTOPSIIM APYT APYTy KaskKAblid
HoBblit rog, uesnysce non 60oit 4acoB. A MOTOM, IOKa OCTaJIbHbIE
rOCTH HECTPOIHBIM XOpOM TsiHy/M «Crapyto npyskOy»', Topor-
7MBO cOerasnm c BeUepHUHKH, Ha KOTOPYIO ObI/IM MPUIyaLIeHbl.
[loromy uTO BCe, uero UM Mo-HaCTOALIEMY XOTeJIOCh B HOBO-
TOZIHIOK HOUYb — YKPBITbCS B MX YIOTHOM KBapTUPKe U JI0 yTpa
HACJIX/aTbCs LIAMIAHCKUM, CbIPHBIM aCCOPTH M 0OLLECTBOM
Ipyr apyra.

Kak BcTperuiib, Tak U nposejeLlb.

Huuero ynuBuTenbHoro, 4To yTpom nepen cBaab6oii ata mo-
rOBOpKa Cpasy ke npuiijia MeraH Ha yM, TOJIbKO CTOMJIO OTKPbITh
rnasa. OHa Hauyasna Oblyio PUKKUABIBATD, UTO ellie PEeACTOUT cle-
J1aTh, HO MOTOM BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO MOATOTOBKO# K TOPKECTBY Te-
nepb 3aHMMaeTCs PO eCCUOHAIbHbIN, OUeHb OMbITHBII Opra-
Hu3aTop cBazfed. Ha 3THX BbIXOMHBIX OH yCTPaMBaJ LieJIbIX MSTh
LlepeMOHNii (CeHTSIOpbCKUe NPAa3aHNKN — MOMYJSPHOE BpeMsl
77151 MOROOHBIX MEPOINPHUSITHIA), TAK UTO C OpakocoUeTaHreM napbl
[IpeckorT-I'MBeHC TOUHO cripaBuUTCS.

Eiie HeMHOro noHeskMBLUKCh 1107, 0fiesinioM, Meran COCKOJIb3-
HyJ1a C KpOBATH U, YyBCTBYS I0J| MATKAMU XOJIOZHOE JIepeBo,
nout 6eroM HampaBWJIaCh B BaHHYIO, IZie OblJI MOJI C MOAOrpe-

! «Crapas npysk6a» — LIOTIaHACKas TecHs Ha cTuxu PobepTa BepH-
ca, Han1caHHas B KoHLie XVIII Beka, KOTOpyI0 06bIMHO MOIOT NMPU BCTpeYe
Hosoro roga, cpasy nocne nonysoun. — (3decw u dasee npum. nepes.)
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BoM. Korzia y Mer 3amep3any nasblibl HOT, OTOIPETb UX yJaBa-
JI0Cb OY€Hb HECKOPO.

B BanHOI Ha nBepy BKUCes FOCTUHUYHBIA MaxpoBblii Xanar.
MeraH HakuHyna ero, CyHysa CTYIHUA B CTOSIBLUME PSZIOM TarloyKu
U, PaCKpbIB 3aHABECKM HA LUIMPOKOM 3PKEPHOM OKHe, 3aKMypH-
nach OT sipKoro ceeta. Homep JoKc Obl1 TPOCTO BEJIMKOJIENEH.
Bonblue Bcero Mer Bocxuilian OTKPbIBABLUIMIACS OTCIOZA MOTPSI-
CaloLLUii BUJI HA TaBaHb.

Hecmotps Ha panHuii yac, BOKpyr yxke Kunesna skusHb. [1o ze-
PEeBSIHHbIM HAaCTUJIaM POJUTEJIM C MOJIOTEHLAMU U JOPOKHbIMU
HabopaMK KOCMETHKU B pyKax BeJv ONETBIX B MKaMbl feTel
K OOLIECTBEHHBIM JIYLLIEBBIM.

Bnaneke BuaHescs BeTxuii napycHUK «CuacTIMBbIii Ciyyait»,
npuHazasexallnit 6abyuike u nenyuike Meran. sympynHo-3e-
JIeHast Kpacka Ha HeM JIJaBHO 00JTyNUIIach, U epeBsIHHbII KOPIyC
Hayas NOArHMBATD.

BocnomuHanus o npoBeNieHHbIX 31eCh JIeTHUX MeCsLaX OKy-
tanu MeraH, corpesas jy4iie Terioro nosa. Hemponrue nyre-
LLIECTBUS HA sIXTe BCEraa AapyiH eii oLylieHre abCoMOTHOM
cBobozbl. Benb B Te peikiie MOMEHTbI OHa MOTJIa YTOJIUTb CBOIO
3aTaeHHYIO Kaxkay MPUKIIIOYEHHH, a rpy3 3a00Tbl O CeMbe Ha
BpeMs [IepesioskUTb Ha 6abyLLIKY.

[ToaTomy-To OHa 1 npuexana cioza, Ha Kypopt Pouu-Xap6op,
rhe B IeTCTBe XXuJia Kaxknoe j1eTo. XoTsa MeraH Bblpociia B LUTaTe
Monrtana, octpos CaH-XyaH CTan [Jisl Hee HaCTOSILLIMM JIOMOM,
1 Mer Bcerza X0Tes10Cb MIMEHHO 3[1eCb OTIIPa3HOBATb CBanbOY.
Jlyuiiero mecra ans TopskectBa He Haiitu! LlepeMoHus v npasg-
HecTBO OyayT TaKMMH, KaK OHa Meutasa! 31ech ecTb Bce HeoO-
xopumoe. TOJIbKO JKeHMX MoKa He rnpuexail.

MeraH 3arnsHyna B TesepoH n 0OHapysKuIa, 4To, OKa OHa
criana, Tom npucnan cMc:

/( Mpusemnunca. gy Ha napom. j

OHa Hernpou3BOJIbHO YIIbIOHYIACD, MPeBKyLuast BcTpeuy. Ko-
raa OHY HaKOHeLl OKaXyTCsl psnoM, MeraH nouyBcTByeT cebst
aBbCOoIOTHO CYACTI/IMBOIA.
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CKaku napoMLLuKYy, 4TobbI
noTtopannunsancs!

Haneuarana ona B oTBeT U, caenas cendu, OTIpasunia cie-
nom 3a coobuieHreM. Toma, KOHeUYHO, M03abaBUT ee pacTpe-
MaHHbII CMPOCOHbSI BUA 1 TOpUallle BO BCE CTOPOHbI BOJIOCHI.
JKenux nonTpyHuBan Hap Heii, yTBeps>kAasi, 4To C TaKOil «Ipu-
uecKoit» MeraH BbIMTIIAUT KaK KyKJa-TPOJljlb, 1 HEU3MEHHO J10-
6aBsn: «TONBbKO ellle CUMIMaTHYHEe».

TrXOHbKO MMKHYNIA MAarHUTHAsi KAPTOUKA-KJIIOY: KTO-TO OT-
KpbUJ1 BXOJHYIO JiBepb. «BoT xutproral» — MeJsibKkHysa B royioBe
panocTHasi Mbiciib. HapouHo ycbinui ee 61uTenbHOCTb coodLe-
HUEM O NapoMe, a caM yxe 31ecb! MeraH 3anepHyna 3aHaBeCcKU
1 PUTOTOBMJIACH U3SILLIHO COPOCHTD Xasar, YToOb! YCTPOUTD JIO-
61moMy HeboJIbLLION NpencBanebHblii croprpu3. Ho BMecTo skeHu-
Xa B KOMHaTy BJjieTes1a MaMa. Meran TOpOIuIMBO 3anaxHysa Xanar.

— 41 cnblana, uTo MOKYMKU U3 «AMa30OHa» MPUBO3ST B TOT
Ke JieHb, HO Kakoe Obl MyiaTbe HY MbITasach 3aKasarb, Be3zie Ha-
MK1caHo, YTo JOCTaBKa 3aiiMeT nBe Hepenu! — JlonHa ['mBeHc, u3-
BEeCTHasl CBOeii CKJIOHHOCTbIO BCe [paMaTU31poBarTh, npuxkana
OZIHY PYKY K IpyaH, a APyryto yrnepna B GOK.

— Mawma, — nackoBo nepe6uJa ee AeBYyLLKa, CTapasiCh yCro-
kouTb. OHa Bceraa ropopua ¢ JJoHHOI IMEHHO TaKUM TOHOM, —
Ta, X0Ts1 1 Obl1a MaTepbio MeraH, Bena cebs Kak pebeHok. — OT-
Kyza y Tebs Koy oT Moero Homepa?

— AnmuHucTpaTop Bblan Tebe [Be LITYKH, Mujast. 5 B3sna
BTOpOIA KJItOY, BOT 1 Bce. — JJOHHA pellnTesIbHO pacraxHysa 3aHa-
BECKH, ¥ 00€1X YKEHILIMH Ha MUT OCJIETIIN SIPKHE COJTHEYHbIE JIyUH.

— Bropoit — nsis Tomal

— Jla, Ho Toma etie Her, npaBaa? — JloHHa ycesacb B Kpecio
y KamuHa. Ee Bosocbl, OkpallleHHble JelleBoil pbhxeii KpacKoi,
MaMeHeJu Ha COJIHLIE.

— VY Hero Buepa Obljia BaskHasi BCTpeua C KJIMeHTOM, — BCTa-
J1a Ha 3aLIMTY >KeHuxa MeraH.

Ona 1 cama oropumsiacb, 4To ToM He CMOT fpHexaTb paHb-
wwe. Bripouewm, onn o6a craBuiy paboTy BO IJIaBy yriia U JaBHO
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ZOrOBOPUJIMCH NMPY HEOOXOIMMOCTH OTIABaTh €if MPUOPUTET.
Het Huyero crpamHoro B ToM, uto ToM npusieres nosxe, HOY-
HBbIM PEiCOM.

JonHa ¢bipkHyna, Tepebs wapduk.

— Kakas-To BcTpeua ans Hero BaskHee Oynyueit sxeHbl! OH
TNPSIMO KaK MO My>K HOMep TpM.

Meran owerunnnace. M He Tosibko notomy, uto Tom nosen
cest, ckopee, Kak My>X HOMep UeTbIpe (Tpyzsra, a Tenepb 1 npu-
MEpHBIi1 CeMbsIHUH, 00YCTPOMBLLHIACS C HOBO#1 KEHOM U IE€THMH
B COCEJIHEM OKpyre), a He Kak HOMep TPY — OTBPaTUTEJIbHbIi
MbsIHYYra, KOTOPOro Mama BbICTaBWJIA U3 IOMa yKe uepes napy
HeZleJIb MoCJie CBaAbObl ¥ MPEeNoUsIa Hanpoyb 3a0bITh, 4TO Obla
ero >xeHoil. Merau paccepanio camo cpasHenre: Tom Hy Karm
He OblJ1 TOXOX HYM Ha OJJHOTO M3 HECKOHYAeMOil BepeHMLIbl Ma-
MUHBIX JTI0O60BHUKOB! U, uTO elie BaskHee, MeraH Obljia MOJIHOM
NPOTUBOMNOJIOKHOCTbIO JIOHHBL

Mer paccesHHO nosepresia Ha najbLie IOMOJIBOYHOE KOJIbLIO.
Jla, Tom MHOrO paboTaer, Ho OH He Tpyaoronuk. [Ipocto BcTpeuy
C KJIMEHTOM HeJlb3sl ObUIO epEeHeCTH, XOTS U He OUeHb MOHSITHO
nouemy. Korna oHa cnpocuna 06 atom Toma, eit oT4ero-To mo-
Kasasiocb, UTO OH YBUJIMBAeT OT OTBeTa. TeM He MeHee Meran
eMy MOJIHOCTBIO oBepsiia. Pa3 oH ckasas, uTo He MOT He NOiTH
Ha BCTpeuy, 3HaUMT, TaK OHO U €CTb.

— A 4TO Tbl FOBOpUJIA O MJIATBSIX HA «AMa30oHe»?

— MHe Hy>KeH Hapsz A7l peneTuLy cBafneOHOro y>KuHa. —
JloHHa mornisinena B OKHO. — A BOH sixta 6a0ynu 1 fefia.

— 3Hato. Bugena. — 3a nonrue rogbl MeraH yxke Hayunnachb
yIepyKMBaTb MaMUHO BHUMaHKeE Ha TOi WJIM MHO rpobreme
CTOJIbKO BPEMEHH, CKOJIbKO NoTpebyeTcs inisl ee pelueHus. Mer
ceJia PSZIOM U, C)KaB MaMMHbI JIaZIOHH, BbDKUIATEJIbHO Ha Hee
nocMoTpera.

JloHHa oTBesa rnasa.

— Mawma, y Tebst ke ecTb ny1aTbe, — MArko HarnoMHusa MeraH.

— Kakoii-To 6neksblii 6anaxon! — JJoHHa BbIpBasa y qoue-
pY CBOM PYKU U, OAHSIBLUIMCb, HEPBHO 3aX0O[1Jia 10 KOMHATe. —
MHe Hy)XHO uTO-HMOYZb NO3NIeraHTHee!
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— Hy 3auem Tb1 OnATH CTpONLLB U3 CeOs AHITMICKYIO 1eau?

HanpacHo Meran sto ckasana. JlonHa nokpachena. Korna
y Hee MOPTUJIOCh HACTPOEHHe, HeOOXOIMMO ObIJIO CPOUHO UTO-
TO NpeANpUHMMATD, NIOKa /1eJ10 He 3aLlJI0 CJMLIKOM faneko. [lo-
ckoJbKy JIoHHa Oblia nazikoii Ha JiecTb, MeraH peluuna HauaTb
C KOMIUJIMMEHTOB.

— Mawma, nnatbe oueHb kpacuBoe! U tebe unet! Tol B Hem
BbIITISIAMILD JIET Ha IeCATb MOJIOXKE.

— 41 ero npumepuia ytpom, a 6adys...

— Yro 6abynsa?

— OHa ckasana, uToO s 10X0Xa Ha MOTacKyxy!

— bBabyns ogHaskapl 1 Hac ¢ BpuaHHo# Ha3Basa noTackyxa-
MM TOJIbKO TOTOMY, YTO Mbl CXOAMJIM B MarasuH B nmkamax. Bo
¢dnanenesbIx, Mexxay npounm! — noayepkHyna Meran.

Babyiiika 1 Mmama Meran nocrosiHHoO Lanasnuce. OgHako Mer
¥ ee cectpa BpuanHa HuuyTh He 0OVKanMch Ha 6abyIMHBI rpy-
GoBarble MaHepbl, OTHOCSCh K HUM C 1oMopoMm. Tem Gonee uto
CBOIO 6eCTaKTHOCTb 6alyllKa C JMXBOi KOMIIEHCHpOBaa Ja-
CKOBBIMM OO'BSITHSIMU 1 BKYCHO#1 CTpsIHeii. [IoHHa e He MorJa
TNOXBACTaTbCsl HU TeM, HU [IPYTUM, U ee JIeTH CKy4aJi 110 MaTe-
PUMHCKOI1 JII0OBM 1 JOMaLLHEH MuLLe.

MeraH, cKOJIbKO cesi TOMHIJIA, BCETZiA BbINOJIHSIA I0Ma POJib
mupotsopua. [Tbikas JloHHA BEYHO MeTasach MeKy JH000BHHU-
Kamu, KOTOpble ObutH JIMOO CTOJIb 5Ke ropstuM, 160, HapPOTHB,
CJIMLIKOM XOJIOZIHbI, OTYETO BCIO CEMbIO JIMXOPAAMIIO. A MOCKOJIb-
Ky M cecTpa, 1 6pat MeraH Obl/M TAaKNMH 5Ke HerpeJicKasyeMbIMU
1 JIErKOMBICJIEHHBIMH, €ii IOCTOSIHHO TMPUXOAUJIOCh pa3OupaThCsl
B CeMeWHbIX Jpsi3rax 1 HeypsiaMLiax, BOCCTAHABIIMBAsI TAPMOHUIO
Y CTIOKOWCTBYE B JOMe. M opoii 9Ta 3apaua Ka3anachb HEMOCHIIbHOM.

— Tbi roBopuna ¢ Anucrepom?

CnipocuTb 0 GpaTe MeraH pelunsia no AByM npuurHam. Bo-
TepBbIX, YTOObI OTBJIEUb MBIC/IM JIOHHBI OT MJ1aThsl, @ BO-BTOPbIX,
MOTOMY YTO [OJIKHA Oblyla COOOLIMTD aAMUHUCTPALIMK pecTopa-
Ha TOYHOE KOJIMYEeCTBO MPUIJIALLEHHbIX TOCTe.

JloHHa oTMaxHyJsacb OT Bornpoca. Ee HUCKO/IbKO He nHTepe-
coBana xu3Hb Ancrepa. [pu Bctpeue ¢ HuM JloHHa 6ypHO Bbl-
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pakasa pafocTb, a NOMPOLLABLIMCh, HANPOYb 3a0blBaza O ero
CyLLeCTBOBAHMM.

— OH KaXknplil IeHb CTAHOBUTCS BCe OOJIbLie MOXOKKUM Ha
cBoero nanaiuy. — JIoHHa cTpazfanbyecKku B3[I0XHYJa, CJIOBHO
repoMHsl Kakoro-H1UOyb pOMaHa, OKpY)KeHHast 6eCroLaaHbl-
MU 37107I€IMHU.

C My»keM HoOMep OZIMH, OTLIOM AJIUCTepa, OHA MO3HAKOMMJIACh
B CTapLLUMX KJaccax, Ha LIKOJIbHOM BeuepuHKe y KocTpa. Mx mo-
00Bb BCIIbIXHYIA BO BPeMs MbsIHKM U 10racsia, CTOMJIO MM MPOTpe3-
BeTb. C Tex Mop Tak 1 nosesocb. Mys>k HOMep OfIMH TO YXOZAUJ OT
JloHHbI, TO BO3BpALLIAJICS K HEil, HO TOJIbKO OHA MO-HACTOSILLEMY
K HeMy NpuBsi3aiacb, HACOBCEM yApas B APYroii LTar.

CrpeMmsich 3a0bITb ero, JIoHHa 3akpyTuiia poMaH ¢ oTLoM Me-
rad 1 BpuaHHbl, IMeHyeMbIM My>keM Homep ziBa. Mx Gpak npo-
ZiepyKacst POBHO CTOJIbKO, CKOJIBKO MOHAN00MII0Ch, 4ToObl 06
ZIeBOYKH TMOSIBUJIMCb Ha CBET, U BCKOpE MOCJIe 3TOro pacnasics.
MeraH 1 BpranHa HuKorna 6osblile He BUAEN OTLA, XOTS TOT
)KUJI Heropaseky, B cocenHeM ropozie. OH BooOLle He HHTepe-
coBasicsl ioyepbMu, 1 MeraH oTBeuasna eMy B3aMMHOCTbIO: BCIO-
MHHaza 00 OTLe TaK 5Ke PeKo, Kak 1 OH O Hell.

Meran npu6ausnnach K MaTepy U Morjaguia ee o orHeH-
HO-PbIXXMM BOJIOCAM.

— Baly1ika npocTo CMIIKOM cTapoMoziHa. Tbl B 3TOM Miia-
Tbe — HACTOsILIAsl KpacaBULIa.

— $1 v TaKk 3akpyruiack co cBanbOoi, a TyT ele 6abyns co
cBOeit KpuTHKOii! — JloHHa Hajynack, Kak OyATO MMEHHO eil, a He
MeraH, npenCcTOsO BbIATHA 3aMYyX.

Mer nousina, uro JloHHa BOT-BOT, Kak 00bI4HO, MoTpebyer:
«Macsl, nofHUMN MHe HaCTpOeHHe», U OCIeLLNIa ee OnepeauTb.

— [lnaTee otnnuHOe, ny4ilie He ObiBaeT. A Tl — caMo oua-
poBaHue! — Mer o6Hsna JoHHy. ITo Obln elie oauH cnocob
CMIPaBUTbCS C ee YPHbIM pacrojloKeHueM ayxa. — YBepeHa,
yro Mama Toma, Koraa Tebst yBUIMT, C yMa COMIET OT 3aBUCTH.

[Ipocsetnes, JloHHa pacnpsiMuia ClIVHY.

— [lpunymanal!

— Yro?
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— Tbi 3a6exxuLub K poxurernsiv Toma y3HaTh, Kak y HUX Jien1a, 110-
TOMY UTO Tbl BCS1 Takast 3a60TmBast. 1 HeB3Hayaii cnipocuiib Kapon,
YTO OHA CErofiHs HaieHeT, YTOObI s CMOITIa HAPSIAMTBCS HE XyIKe.

— A ne..

— Macs, st Tebs1 o6oxato! — JloHHa umMoKHysa MeraH B BU-
COK U, MaxXHYB Ha MpOLLAHK1e PYKOIi, BHINMOPXHYJIA U3 HOMEpa.

— W g 1ebg, mama...

YTomJeHHas HanpsikeHHbIM 00LLeHneM, MeraH 3akpbina 3a
MaTepblo [IBepb 1 B3JIsHY/IA Ha HacTeHHble Yackl. ToM, HaBep-
HOe, yke Ha nopbeszie. Hy XoTb 4to-TO panyer.

[loxxanyii, nyiu noposkaet. PacnblnyB Ha BOJIOCH! CyXOi LIaM-
MyHb, Mer 3akpyTHJIa MX Ha 3aTbUJIKE B U3SILLHBII Y3eJ1 1 HaTsHya
TPHMKOTAXKHOE MJIaThULe. A MOTOM, ynbIOasich, [oBepLLMia 06pa3
caMbIM nepBbIM nofapkoM ToMa, JieskaBLIMM C Beuepa Ha KOMOZe:
KYJIOHOM B BUZ€ cepaLa Ha GUIIMIpaHHO NepeneTeHHO LienouKe.

Tom kynun eii ykpaienre Ha JleHb cBsitoro BanenTuna, ko-
raa o6ouM OblIIO 10 BoceMHaznuarth. Koneuno, He 60r BeCTb Kak
OpHMIMHAJIbHO, 3aTO OH caM BbIOpas KyJIOH, Hazesich, YTo MeraH
OLIEHWT ero pOMaHTHYHOCTb.

1 He owm6es.

OH C TpeneTHbIM BOJIHEHHEM CJIEUT 33 TeM, KaK OHa OT-
KpbIBaeT nofapok. B ot momeHT ToM Ka3asicst HACTOJIbKO Cepb-
€3HbIM 1 PAaHUMbIM, YTO B Ipyau Y Mer 3aHbLIO OT OLLYLIEHHs
HaXJIbIHYBLLETO CYaCTbsl M HEOMOJIMMOTO JKeJlaH!sl CaesIaTh JIio-
GMMOro TaKMM 3Ke CYaCTIIMBbIM.

[loske Tom npusHancs, 4TO 10 ITOTO HYA ONHOM [IEBYLLIKE HU-
yero He napuii. C MeraH oH MHOroe UCIbITal BIEpBbIE.

Mer ysKe HECKOJIbKO JIET HE HOCKJIA KYJIOH, HO B 9TH BbIXOHbIE
pelLmnsia HaneTb ero, YToObl YKpallleH\e HallOMHKUIIO, KaK Tpora-
TeJIbHO HeYKJIIo)Ke HauMHasach UX ry0OoKasl, Ge3rpaHiyHast Jo-
60Bb. MeraH 1 cama nopasusiacb TOMY, HACKOJIbKO SIPKHE BOCTIOMH-
HaHust NpoOyAKna B Heil Mo6JiecKMBaroLLast Ha rpyau Ge3nenyLika.

Mer nosxakomunack ¢ TOMOM Ha lepBOM Kypce, Ha JIEKLIUSIX
1o npupoaHbIM Karactpodam. O6a oHM BbIOpaK ITOT MPEMET,
TMOCKOJIbKY 110 HEMY Jierde BCEro OblIO MOJIYYNUTb «OTIUYHOD.
MeraH cpa3y ke obpaTuia BHUMaHue Ha BeCesioro, yiblI6u1Bo-
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