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C eroZiHA A yMpy.

Mos x13HB 060pBeTCA KU3-32 POKOBOM CIyYalHOCTH.
f He mIIy CMepTH, HO YyBCTBYIO: KOHeI 06Jn30K. CIMIIKOM
II03/THO YTO-TNOO MEHATE.

f — mnpuHIlecca MMIIEpUM, HO OTHBIHE 3TO JIMIIb Ha-
cmemka. Mo crapuuii 6pat JIync UCTeKaeT KPOBBIO Y MEHA
Ha I7a3aX, a My, KOTOporo f Jiobuia, okasajucd Ipezare-
JeM. U1 oka3aTesbCcTBO TOMY — HMMIIepaTop 3TOro rocyzap-
CTBa, MO crapmuii 6pat JIyuc, KOTOPBIN JIEXKHUT, HUCTEKas
KPOBBIO.

— Her... ToibKO He 3TO...

Ykac OT yBUZEHHOM KapTHHBI CKOBaJ MeHd, He JaBad
nomeBenuTheA. Omno3zana. Korza a gobparnack Jo umnepa-
TOpPCKOTro ZIBoplia U Haiaa Jlyuca, Meu Xepelica y»ke IIDOH3UI
ero. Xepe¥ic BO3BBIIIAJICA HaJ PacIpOCTEPTHIM Ha MoJy Opa-
TOM U CMOTpeJ Ha Hero, C:KMMas PyKoATb Meda. C KIMHKa
BA3KO cTeKasa KpoBb. KpoBb Jlynca.

— H-He... He MOXeT OBITh... DTOr'O HE MOXET OBITb. ..

C TpyZOM OTOpBaB HOI'M, CJIOBHO IIPUKOBAaHHBEIE K IIOJY,
A mwarHysaa BrepeZ. C KaXABIM IIaroM Kasajloch, OYATO
A BA3HY B I'PA3U M MeHs 3aTATUBaeT B TpACUHY. U Bce xe
4 mta. IIpoiiga muMo Xepeiica, g ocTaHOBUJIACh Iepef Opa-
TOM.

Korza s HakoHen go6parnack fo Jlyuca, ero riasa yxe
OBLTY 3aKPBITHL.

— Bame Benuuecrtso!.. Ba... Bame BenndecTBo. OT-
KpOHTe IJ1a3a, IIpoIly Bac... OTKPOITe I1a3a!

;%\ <> 5 <& Qf:a
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Moii 06JIMK B TOT MHWT, KOTZa s OTYAsSHHO 3Baja €ro,
OBUI IIOMCTUHE JKAJKUM M yKacalolluM. IHade OBITH IpO-
CTO He MOIJIO. Y3HaB, 4TO JIyHCy I'PO3UT OIIACHOCTb, s Mua-
Jlach CJIOMfA T'OJIOBY, ITaZlasd U NMOAHUMAasACh BHOBB. f Jaxke He
ITIOMHIO, CKOJIBKHX PhIlapel 1 c6umia ¢ Hor 1o fopore. Bece ato
BpeM: A 6Gblya He B cebe, He BUAA HUYEro BOKPYT, U gyMaja
Jynis o6 ogHOM: JTI060¥ IleHoH A fomkHa yeneTs. Korga g Ha-
KOHel] fobpajach CroZa, BOJOCH pacTpealnuch, a Ha OAexje
MIOAABUJIMICh IIPOPEXU.

Ho aTo He uMesio HUKaKoro sHadeHuA. Celiyac MOM cTap-
it 6pat JIlyuc — eAMHCTBEHHBIN, KTO CTOSLT 32 MEHS TOPOH,
MOs eIMHCTBEHHAadA OIopa... IpAMO y MeHA Ha IVla3ax yMHU-
paJl, UCTeKasa KPOBbIO.

W BApYT... TAXeJjble ONyILIeHHBIE BEKU HECKOJBKO pas
APOTHYJIU W U3 NOCJHeAHUX CUJ NPUOTKPBLINCh. OH IOCMO-
TpeJI IpsIMO Ha MeHs.

— Ba-Bame Besn4yecTBO!.. — BCKpPUKHyJa A U 6pocu-
Jlach K HEMY, yIIaB Ha KOJIEeHH, YTOOBI eMy OBLJIO Jlerde BUZETh
MeHA.

Beku Jlyuca 3azpoxainu. Ero riasa cpokycupoBaiuch Ha
MHe, U B3IVIAJ cTal fAcHee. Kaszanoch, OH XOTesJl MHeE 4TO-TO
CcKaszaTh, HO CWJI Ha 3TO NOYTH HE OCTaBaJOCh, U I'OJIOC He
crymasncs ero. §I 3aransa AbIXaHUe, BCIYIINBAsACh, YTOOB He
MIPOIYCTUTh HU CJIOBA.

— ToI... Kak 37ecy?.. — Havas JIlyuc, HO JOrOBOPUTH He
cMor. Kak TOJIBKO OH pacKpblI POT, U3 HEro IMOTOKOM XJIbI-
HyJa KPOBb.

— K-xposs!..

Ajas )XUAKOCTb OpBI3HYJIA MHE B JIMIIO, CTOWJIO MHE Ha-
KJIOHHUThCA K HeMy. fI momblTasack BEITEpETh ee ¢ ryd Opara,
HO MOHW Iajablibl JIMIIb CHJIbHEE OKPaCUJINUCh KPAacHBIM.
Kak Obl g HU cTapaJjach, MeHbIIIe ee He CTAHOBUJIOCh — BCe
MOU PYKH OBLTH B KPOBH.

— Bame BeauuecTBO... KPOBb He OCTaHaBIMBAaETCA...
Osa... 6yATO U He cobupaeTcH...

— Ilepec... Kx... Kxal.. ...traHb... — npoxpunen Jlyuc
U CXBaTWJI MeHA 3a 3alfAcTbe, OCTaHaBIMBadA. BelIO BUIHO,
YTO y HEro He XBaTajo CUJ Jake IMOIIeBEeJUThCA, HO OH BCe
PaBHO MPOZAOJKAJ YAEPXKUBATh MOIO PYKY.

Kasanocs, elle HEMHOIO — U A IIOTepA0 co3HaHue. Co-
XPaHATb SICHOCTD paccyZKa CTAHOBUJIOCH Bce TpyAHee. KpoBb
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MOKPhLJIa HE TOJIbKO MOM JiaZIoHHU. JIu1io JIyrca Toxke GbLIO 3a-
JuTo ero. Mou pyku 6€CIIOMOLTHO 3aMePIU B BO3JyXe.

— Tloxanyiicra... TNPOAEPXUTECh elle HEeMHOTO...
A 9ro-HuOyAp npuAyMa!l.. — B OTYagHUY Kpudasa g JIyucy.

— DTO HEBO3MOXHO, — Iepebn MeHsA Xepeic.

Jlyuc mepeBes B3IJIAZL ¢ MeHA Ha Xepeiica. MyxumHa
C MeYOoM Io-IIpeKHeMy BO3BHIIIAJNCA HaJ Hamu. HaxmypeH-
Hble 6poBu Jlyuca BbIZaBaau, HACKOJIBKO TXKEIO €My ObLIO
CMOTpEeTh Ha 3Ty HaBucawmyo ¢urypy. Moii e B3raz ObL1
NIPUKOBaH JUIIb K JIyucy: 4 fake He B3IJIAHYJIA B CTOPOHY Xe-
petica.

— HwMmneparop, npuberHyBIIUHM K THPAHUU, YMPET 3/€Ch,
BO ZABopIe. Pa3Be He OyzZeT YHU3BHUTENIbHEE, €CJIU, BBIMAS OT-
ciofia, OH OyzieT 3a0UT HAaCMEPTh TOJIION? — C XOJOAHOU OT-
CTPaHEHHOCTBIO ITpou3Hec Xeperic.

OtH coBa ObIu cripaBeAauBHL. [1o mpasze rosops, Jlyuc
He OBLT XOPOIIUM UMIIEPATOPOM.

— Hy xoneuHo... — BApyT 3arosopui Jlyuc, riaga Ha Xe-
petica.

BeIpa)keHHe Ha ero JHIle ObLI0 BEICOKOMEPHBEIM U CIIOKOH-
HBIM. C TPyZIOM BEPUJIOCH, YTO ITOT YesJOBEK NPAMO celvac
ncTeKaeT KpoBbio. OH e/]Ba 3aMeTHO NIPUIOAHAT GPOBH.

— TbI MHe ¢ caMoro Havyasia He HpaBUJICA.

C KpOBbIO BO PTy Jlyuc 370Belie YyCMeXHYJICA, CIOBHO OH
JeMICTBUTEJNbHO HCIBITBIBAJ HCKpeHHee OTBpalleHue kK Xe-
peiicy.

— Bot Buaumb... A g ke rosopuil. [Ipegynpexzai, 4To
HeIIpeMeHHO I[o)Kajleelllb, €CAW BbINJeIb 3aMyX 3a 3TOro
TUIIA.

— IlpocTuTe... 3TO MOA BHHA... NOXadylcra, Inepe-
CTaHbTE€ TOBOPUTL... — fl KuBaja, cornamadch C KaXKAbIM
csoBoM Jlyuca.

MHe ocTaBajoCh JUIIb JUTh CJI€3bl U MOJUTLCA B Haje-
JKJle, 9TO IPOM30UeT 9y/i0 U KPOBb HAKOHEI] OCTAHOBUTCS.

Ho Jlyuc He 3amosyasn. KaxxbIii pas, Korza OH OTKPBIBAJ
POT, M3 HETO BBIPBIBAJIOCH BCe OOJIbIE KPOBH. Y Bee JKe U3 Mo-
CJIeHUX CUJI CTapLINi 6paT IPOZOJIKAJ TOBOPUTb.

— OWIUH... — C TPy/ZIOM [103BaJl OH MeHs.

B oTBeT A JUILIb Kpemde cxKajla ero pyKy U OIyCTUJIA ro-
soBy. TeM BpeMeHeM Zipyras pyka Jlyrca Hakpbliaa MOIO.

;%\ < 7 ¢ Qf:a
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— Crapuiuii 6par...

— U Bce ke He coxkajel. Bce 3TO 6bLIO MOWMM BBHIOO-
POM, — Ha OZHOM JABIXaHWUW BBITAMUJI JIyuC, CIOBHO XKejas
yCIIETH /I0 HACTYIJIEHUS KOHIIA U 3apaHee YTellUTh MeHs, 06-
PEYEHHYI0 Ha OJUHOYECTBO Y YYBCTBO BUHBI 3a €ro THOEIb.
[Mocsie 3TUX CJIOB €ro roJIoBa yraja HaboK.

«He MOXXeT OBbITh...»

[MocreaHuye cloBa, CKa3aHHBIE UM B arOHUH, 060PBaJUCh.
Jlyuc Gosbllle He ABUTANCA. J[poKaleil pyKo# s eBa MoTJia
JlepKaTh ero JajoHb. Sl 0OTYaAHHO CXBaTWUJIach 3a Hee, HO 3TO
He IIOMOIVIO YCIIOKOUTbhCA. f1 moAHec/a majblbl K €ero HOCY.
Huuero. Jlyuc 6osbille He AbIIaj. B mosHeHIIed TUITHHE OH
JieXkast abcoIoTHO HETIOABUIKHO U /IO yKaca Tuxo. Y B aTy Tu-
IITMHY HEBO3MOXKHO OBIJIO TOBEPUTD.

W Kak Ha3jo0, IOroZa CerofHs crosia scHas. Hebo 6e3
eINHON TY4YKU, CJIOBHO HacMeXasch, JIMIIAJO0 MeHS Majel-
meit Hagex bl Jlake IerKU BeTepOK He TOAYIL.

— Bame BenuuectBo! Ilpomy Bac... mpolry, OTKpOHTe
r1a3a. fI BuHoBaTa. Bce 3TO BpeMs MHe cjie[oBajo CAyIIaTh
crapiero 6para...

OG6BIYHO OH ObI CAMOZOBOJIBHO YXMBIIBHYJICS ¥ Havasl Mo-
y4yaThb MeHA co cioBaMu: «Hy BOT, a 4 ke rosopus». Ho Jlyuc
6osbine He oTBevasl. Hu Ha uTo. MsaTex Xepelica yBeHYasCA
YCIIEXOM.

— Cymnpyra.

S1 cMyTHO ycJIbIIIasa ToJjoC 1Mo3aAu, HO CJIOBa He JOILIN
[0 MOUX yIIIel, CJIOBHO 51 OblIa 1Moz Bofok. Mup Kasajcs He-
peanbHbBIM. Celyac KaXKAyI0 KJIETOUYKY BO MHE TPEBOXMJIO
JIUIIB TIpUcyTCcTBUe Jlyuca.

— Bamre BesuuecTBO... HeT, crapmwuii OpaT. Temepb
a1 Oyny ciaymarbes. IlpaBzaa. Byay zenaTh Tak, Kak BBl CKa-
)keTe. Tosnbko, moxkanylicra, BcTaHbTe. Bl BeJjb He W3 TeX,
KOTO TaK JIeTKO CJIOMaTh!

fl He mor7a oTnycTuTh Jlyuca: Bllenuaach B HEro U Ipu-
JKasmach K 6e3bIXaHHOMY TeJly, Kpuda U phbiiast B3axiiel.

— ComIpoBOAUTE CYNIPYTY B TE€PIIOTCKUH JOM.

— Ortnycrure! Ceiiuac e ormyctute! HemezneHHO OT-
nycrute MeHA!!!

UcnonHasa mpukas Xepetica, CONZATh CXBAaTUIU MEHS TIO7
pyku. Moo OTYasHHYIO MONBITKY BLeNUThCA B Jlyuca OHU
TIPOUTHOPUPOBAIYU U CUJION MOTAIIUIN MeHS Ipodb. JTO Je-
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MOHCTPHPOBAJIO OFHO: MATEX yJaJjcs, a IOTOMY C 3TOTO MO-
MeHTa Bce uaMeHuTCcs. Mol ctapmuii 6par, uMmnepatop Jlyuc,
yMep y MeHs Ha razax. OTHbIHe 1 00Jibllle He IPUHIlecca, He
cecTpa uMIepaTopa. I B MOUX CJIOBaX U MOCTYIMKaX OOJIbIIIE
HET CHUJIBI.

— Orotigure.

XonogHbIH B3rIsAA Xeperica, Kak U €ro CJI0Ba, XJIECTHYJ
o MHe. Ha MUT moKa3aiock, 6YATO KPOBb 3aCThLIA B JKUJIAX.
Temepp A cTaja BCETO JIUIIb JKEPTBOM, KOTOPOU YBEHYAIOT
YAABIIUHACA MATEX.

Vimnepusi W3MeHWJIAach J0 Hey3HaBaeMOCTH — WHOTO
u OBITH He MOIJIO. B cTpaHe BCIIBIXHYJIO BOCCTaHHE, U 3HATh
ofiep:kasia Bepx, youB umimepaTopa Jlynca, 4bsi BIACTh Kasa-
Jlach HECOKPYHUIUMOH. JIjiss HUX ST HUKOT/ZIa ¥ He Oblia reprio-
rUHeW — TaK HaBCerZa U ocTajach MJAa/IIel ceCTpO nMIle-
paTopa, IPUHIIECCOM UMTIEPUU. A 3HAYUT, U MOST CMEPTb TOXKeE
6yzaeT yeM-To camo coboii pasymerouiumcs. V1 Bce ke UpoO-
HUYHO TO, YTO YE€JIOBEKOM, KOTOPHIH MPOCAaBUTCS KaK Tepoit
MSTEXa U 3aKPEMUT CBOU ycIeX YOUICTBOM MPUHIIECCHI, OBLI
MO COOCTBEHHBIN CYIIPYT.

«Kaxk Bce 01110 Z10 3TOr0?..»

JKuBsi ¢ XepelicoM IOZ OJZHON KpHIMIEH, s OCTaBajach
B IIOJTHOM HEBEJEHWH U TEM CaMbIM ITOMOIJIA €MY IOATOTO-
BUTb MepeBOpOT. {I pemrana puHAHCOBBIE TTPOOIEMBI TE€PIIOT-
CKOTO ZioMa U fo6uBajach AJis HErO BCeX MPUBUJIETUH, Aapy-
€MBbIX UMIIEPATOPCKOM ceMbel, — MOHOIOJBHOTO MpaBa Ha
UMIIOPT, 0OBIYY M pacipeziesieHe U MHOTUX JAPYrux OJar.
C moeit momorisio Xepetic o6pen 60raTcTBO, U Ha ITH XKe
JEHbI'M OH TIO3KE CKYIIHJI OPY)KHe U ycaJuI Ha TPOH MPUHIA
DAMyHAa — €JUHOKPOBHOTO OpaTa, 0 YbeM CYIeCTBOBAHUU
MMOYTH HUKTO He BCIIOMHUHAJI.

[puHI OAMYHZ ObLI COCJIaH B JaJbHUE BIAZEHUS U KU
TaM 3aTauBIIKUCh, 3a00TACH JUIIb O TOM, YTOOBI YIIENETh.
OH 6Bl YecToNMOOUB, HO Ge3zapeH. K Tomy ke Gosics Jly-
rca. DTOT YeJOBEK HUKOrAa Obl majel O majel He YAapui,
9TOOBI 3aHATH TPOH. 3HAUMT, 38 BCEM CTOSIM Xepe¥c U apu-
CTOKpATHI, a DAMYH/ IIPOCTO 3aHsII OIyCTeBIlee MecTo. Jlaxe
HUKaKHUX ZI0Ka3aTeJbCTB He TpeboBasoch — 3TO GBIIO SICHO

;%\ o 9 ¢ Qf:a
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Kak OeJblii ZIeHb. B Harpazy 3a aTo Xepetica IpoOBO3IJIacAT re-
poeM MATeXa, U OH OOpPETET OrPOMHYIO CUJY, YCTYIAIOILYIO
10 BJIACTH pa3Be YTO caMoOMy uMmImepaTopy. Heyskemu Bcero
TOTO, UTO f1 €My Ziajia, ObLJIO HEJOCTATOYHO?

«Ho ¢ kakux nop?..»

C KaKuX TOp OH BBIHAIIWBAJ 3TOT 3aMmbicen? Kak cymer,
CKDBIB BCE OT MEHs, TaK BHE3AIMHO MOJAHATh MATeX? { xKuia
B HEBEJIEHUU U IIOTOMY He cMoTJIa criacTu Jlyuca. [ToHuMaHue
TIPUIIIO KO MHE CJIUIIKOM IT03/[HO, KOT/Ia YK€ HUYEeTro Heslb3s
6bLIO cZenaTh. K TOMy BpeMeHM, KakK f OCO3HaJa IPOUCXO-
Jsiiee, Bocka 00beIMHUBIIENCS apUCTOKPATHH YXKe B3N
UMIIEPUIO TI0[, KOHTPOJb. A I€HTPaJIbHONU (PUIYypPOH 3TOro
oKasajics Xeperic.

OH CcKpBIBaJ OT MeHs abcoioTHO Bce. Ha camom zerne
3TOT MYKYHMHA OKa3aJCAd OIAcHO YMEH, K TOMY XK€ OH OBbLI
TIPEBOCXOAHBIM phillapeM. Ho U 3To s y3Hajia JIKIIb TOCTe
TOTO, KaKk OH JOOWJICA CBOEro U OCYIIECTBUJ II€PEBOPOT.
ToJIBKO YBU/IEB €0 YIBIOAIOMINMCS B OKPYKEHUU JTUKYIOIIETO
BOWCKA, 1 HAKOHEI] BCe MOHSJIA: C CAMOT'0 Hayasia OH YCBITLISI
MOIO GIUTENBHOCTD U XJIa[HOKPOBHO OOMaHBIBAI. DTOT MYXK-
YWHA JIUIIb MaHUMYJIUPOBAJI MO€EH OG0B0, IOTJTyMUBIINCH
HaJ HeH.

«§1 He YAUBIIOCh, OKAXKHUCh, YTO BCE ITO U3HAYAIBHO OBLIO
€r'0 3aMBICJIOM>.

Bce aT0 BpeMsa s Oblia IVIYIOH, IMOCKOJBKY HUYEro He
3Hasa. Vl oco3HaHUe MPUIILJIO KO MHE CIUIIKOM MO3/HO.

[Mocie TOro Kak MeHs CHUJION YBE3JIU B PE3UAEHIIUIO rep-
1Iora, s OKa3aJjach 3amepTa B II0/[3eMHOU TIOpbMe. Ternepb Bce
BHUMAaHUE XXUTeJed uMmnepuu, 6e3 COMHEHUH, MPUKOBAaHO
K TepILIOTCKOMY ZIOMY: BCe r'aZlafoT, KaKyl y4acTb Te€pou M-
Texka Xepelc yroTOBUJI OBIBIIEN MPUHIIECCE, CBOEH CYIIpyTe.
[Mpumiesnnie TPOBEPUTH MEHS CIY)KAaHKHU CTalM Iepeller-
THIBAThCS y JIECTHUIIBL. VX JIFOGOTBITCTBO ObLIO Gecrpesiesb-
HBIM, OHU CJIOBHO JIeJIaJIM CTaBKU Ha TO, KAKUM OyJeT MOH
KOHeIl.

— 3HaYUT, ee CKOpO yObIOT?

— Moxer, ero cBeTJIOCTb BCe-TaKu ee Tomaaut. Kak-Hu-
KaK IATH JIeT IPOXUJIU.

— IId. Huvero Thl He MOHUMAaENTb. [OBOPAT, OH TOJIBKO
U JKJeT, KaK Obl IMOCKOpee paclpaBUTbCS C IPUHIECCOM
Y IPUBECTHU B [IOM XKEHIIUHY, KOTOPAs MY TI0 CEPZLLY.

= o 10 o <<
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— Touno. [la U «IIpOXUJu» — IPOMKO CkasaHo. Pa3sBe
YTO OZIHY BXOJAHYIO ABEPb [Ie/IUIH, a €JIU U CIIaJlu — IIOPO3Hb.

— Tocnogu... BoT yk HUKorga OBl He TMOJyMasa, 4YTO
MPUHIECCA BOT TaK C )KU3HbIO pacrpoinaetcsa. Tbdy.

B ux pasroBope TO U ZiesI0 MeJbKaau HacMeIKW U KOJI-
KOCTH, IPUKPBITHIE MTOZ00MEM cOuyBCTBUA. OHUX ITUX CJIOB
XBaTHUJIO, YTOOBI 51 SICHO YBUJENA, KaKas CyZbba MeHs XK/eT.
Jl1g HUX 4 y)Ke TOoILIa [0 TOMY >Ke IIyTH, YTO U MaBIIUN UM-
mepartop JIyuc, — s 6bi1a o6pedena. Ho kak cTpaHHo... MHe
Kasajaoch, UTO 3TO Ja)ke k JjyulieMy. HeymecTHas KaloCcThb
U JKaJKasi MPUBSA3aHHOCTb ObLIH /T MEHS HEI03BOJIUTE/b-
HOM POCKOIIBIO.

«BO3MOKHO, HAllld OTHOLIEHHS C CaMOr'0 Hadaja ObLIN
OIIMOKOM. . .»

Xepeiic HUKOIZA MeHs He JIIOOUI — BCe JepXKajoch Ha
MOel OZHOCTOpPOHHel BioOseHHOCTH. Ho A He caanach u
B KOHIIE KOHIIOB BOCIIOJIb30BaJIach €ro cjiaboCThIO.

Jlo Hamreil cBaZbOBl TEPLUOTCKUI JOM IMOTPA3 B JOJTrax
Ha acTpoHOMHUUYecKHe CyMMEI. [lojiokeHue cTajo HacTOJIbKO
OTYasHHBIM, YTO T'epLOI'CKUM POJIOM 3Ta CeMbs OcTaBajach
JIVIIb HOMUHAJIbHO. VX mazieHue ObLIO BOIIPOCOM BpEMEHU,
U, CJIy9UCh OHO, HUKTO Obl He yauBuicA. OZHAKO A MpeJoT-
BpaTuia MoJoOHBIN UCX0/, a OHU PaCILIaTUIMUCh 3a CBOE CIIa-
ceHue OpakoM. 3aKpBIB UX JIOJTH, S MOJyYHUIa replora poga
Xepeiic B Mykbs. CKOpee Bcero, MUMEHHO Opak II0 IIPUHYK/e-
HUIO CTaJI IPUYMHOM €ero IOJHOro 6e3pasindusa KO MHe Io-
ce cBaibObl. MBI OKa3ajuch CympyraMmu JUIb HAa Gymare, a
B XKU3HU ObLIU JIPYT APYTY YYKUMU — He OOJIbllle YeM He3Ha-
KOMIIBL.

«Kak ke Bce JIOIILIO 0 3TOT'0?..»

Jlumib Korja Bce 3aKOHUYMJIOCH, 1 Hayasa coxkauteTb. Kak
A yMyZpuaach CTaTb CaMOM IIyIIOH KeHIIUHOM Ha cBeTe?
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He 3Hajla, KOPOTKUM OBLIO OXXKUZAHUWE WU JOJITUM.

B moza3eMHOU TIOpbME, KyZa He NMPOHUKAJT HU €JUHBIN
JIy4 CBETAa W KyZa HUKTO He MPUHOCUJ MHUIIH, s HEe MOIJa
Oy TUTH TEYEHNE BPEMEHH.

JIVIIb OZHAXK/IBI MEHS HaBECTUJ Xepec.

— BbI B mopsiZike? — 3a/iajl OH BOIPOC, TJA/AA Ha Y3HUILY
B TEMHUIIE.

B ero rosoce He 6BIO HU TPEBOTH, HUM HacMmemku. OH
o/lapuJl MeHSI PaBHOAYIIHBIM, XOJOZHBIM B3IJIAZIOM, CJIOBHO
MpuUIes IOCMOTPETh Ha TO, KaK HU3KO A maja.

— 41 yx 6osizach, 4TO BHI TaK U He MpuzeTe... M Bce xe
MpUILIA. — BMecTo oTBeTa Ha BOMPOC 5 IIPOU3HECA TO, YTO
MHOTO pa3 MPOKPy4YHBaja B TOJOBE B OXUAAHUU Xepeiica.
MHe HY>XHO OBbLIO YBUZETH €ro B MOCJAEAHUMN pa3s, YTOOBI Ha-
BCer7ia BbDKeYb ero o0Opa3 u3 CBOEH AyIIW TepeJ TeM, Kak
LIarHyTh B 0e37/Hy 3aHOBO.

— MHe HYXHO CKa3aTb BaM KOe-4TO BakHoe. J[aBHO
mopa.

Celiuac f HaKOHeI| NPOW3HECY TE CJOBa, KOTOpPble MHeE
JJaBHO XOTeJIOCh €My CKa3aTb. Ha MUT MHe IIOKa3aJjoch, 9TO
B3I Xepelica AporHyi. PasyMeercs, 3TOro He MOIJIO OBITh
Ha caMoM JieJie.

— To, 4To s Bce 3TO BpeMs JKWJa, TMOAaBssA cebsa paau
Bac...

BocrmoMuHaHUA O MPOIIJIOM BAPYT MPOHECIUCH Tepej
JIa3aMU, TaK s MbITAJach OMJIAHYThCSA Ha3az. MHe X0TesloCh,
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4TOOBI YEJNIOBEK, OKa3aBIIMM pellaollee BAUIHUE Ha MO0
JKU3Hb, YCJBIIIAT 3TO.

— ...6BLJIO JIMIIb IOTOMY, YTO 5 IO-IVIyIIOMY JIFOOMJIA Bac
CJIUIIKOM CUJIBHO.

Jlo GOJIe3HEHHOCTH, /[0 HEJelNoCTM — KWMEHHO TakK
yIpsaMo U 6e3HaZle’KHO 5 JII06uIa 3TOro Myx4uny. Jirobuna
He MMOTOMY, YTO OH ObLI BBIZAOMIMMCA. VI He TIOTOMY, YTO
OB XOpOILTUM dYesoBeKoM. OfHAaKO KOTZla s HaKOHell MpH-
ma B cebsa, obHapyKuUIa, 4TO 6ecraMATHO BIIOOIEeHA U TO-
CKYIO TI0 HEMY.

— U pake He MOHMMAaJa, YTO MO JIIO60OBb — A1,

B KoHIle KOHIIOB MOsI JII0OOBb OKasajach CMepTeJbHOM
OTpaBoOl U MOrybusa He TOJTbKO MEHs, HO U MOEIro CTapIIero
6paTta — umMnepaTopa. U moHsIa 1 9TO TOJIBKO ceifvac.

S B3raHysna Ha Xepelica ryiasamu, JUNIEHHBIMU BCAKUX
qyBCTB. fI 60JIbIIIEe He XOTeIa HU TOBOPUTD O JIFOOBU, HU yIIpe-
KaTb €ro. YCTajJoCTh Obla CUJIbHEE BCETO — BHYTPU MEHS
0CTaIoCh JIUIIb 3TO BEIKIKEHHOE, CyX0€e IYBCTBO.

— Ecnm OBl A1 ocranack TOW co0O#, KOTOpPO#l 6bLIa 710
BCTPEYM C BaMU, MeHs OBl TaK JIETKO HE CIOMaJIH.

Eciu Obl s He oOMaHBIBajach OSTHM JKaJKUM dYyB-
CTBOM I10/i Ha3BaHUEM «JII00OBb», s OBI paclo3Haja ropaszo
paHbIlle, YTO OH 3aMBIIJIAET MATEX, U He Iomajach Obl Tak
VIO U YHU3UTENbHO. Torza s Obl He MPUIILIA K TaKOH Ka-
KOU pasBs3Ke.

— EciM 9 0 4eM-TO M 2KaJjel, TO JHUIIb O TOM, YTO 0
caMOTO KOHI[A BepuJia, YTO BBl BCe-TaKW 0OpaTHUTE Ha MeHs
BHUMAaHUe.

[IaTh JeT 6paka JepKaauch Ha MOel Bepe, 6OJIbIIe MOX0-
JKel Ha YIIPSAMCTBO.

f Hazesmach, YTO KOrAa-HUOYIb OH BCE K€ MIOCMOTPUT Ha
MeHs. [TycTh He ¢ TO¥ I060BBIO, C KAKOM CMOTPIO Ha HETO f,
HO XOTsA ObI Kak Ha Cympyry. fI Bepuja, YTO HacTaHET JA€Hb,
KOIZla Hac COeJUHUT CyIpy’KecKas IPHUBSI3aHHOCTb, U MBI
HaKOHeIl HaYHeM II0-HaCTOAIIEMY JKUTb BMecTe. M Bce aTu
TOZbI 1 IeIJIsIach 3a 9Ty HeJENyIo HaZexay. Jlaske Korzaa Bce
BOKDYT TBEPAWJIH, YTO DTOMY He CYXAEHO CAYYUTHCA, T He
MOIJIa CMUPUTBCS C IPaBZAO U MPoZoKaja TEPIETh.

— 3a Bce 9TU rofbl s TaK M HE CMOIJIa MOXOPOHUTH
B Aylle 3Ty y6oryo BiIr0OJIeHHOCTh U 1U3-3a Hee BeJia cebs Tak
[JIYTIO... BOT 0 YeM s jkajieto Mo-HaCTOSIEMY.
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Ho Gosblire He ocTasoCh HU NIPUBA3AHHOCTH, HU COXKaJle-
Hu#. [IyCTh CIMIIKOM MO3ZHO, HO s HaKOHeI] CMOIJIa BhIOPO-
cuTh Xepeiica u3 cepzua. B3misAgHyB Ha Hero, d NMPUIOAHSANA
yIroNK# ry6. B KaKOH-TO MOMEHT ero 3padykKy pacIIMpUJINCH,
CJIOBHO MO y/IbIOKa M IIPaBZa yAUBUIIA €ro.

KopoTkui#i cMmemok BeIpBajcs caM coboi. IIpuumHa, 1o
KOTODOI OH B3/POTHYJ, He HMMeJja 3HaueHHA. BakHO ObLIO
JUIIb OFHO: 5, BCEeTAa yHMWXKaemas, B IOCAeAHUN MOMEHT
cMoTIJIa BbI3BaTh Y HEro XOTh MaJjeluryio Tpesory. 11 MHe mo-
Ka3aJIoCh, YTO 3TO OBLIO... He TaK YK IIJIOXO.

Sl BcTpeTunach ¢ HUM B3IIAZOM. MosA pyka CKOJIb3HyIa
B KapMalllek — TaM Jiexxalu JBa ¢yakoHa: OAUH C BOZAOH,
YTOOBI CMOYUTH IIEPECOXILEE TOPJIO, APYTOH C SA10M, KOTOPBIH
[ HOCuUJIa JJIs CBe[leHus c4eToB ¢ XepelicoM.

MeHsa My4uia Kaxza, IO3TOMY f He pasfyMblBad cAe-
Jlajia IJIOTOK U3 IepBOro rnomasinerocs ¢uyakoHa. M TyT moe
TeJIO OXBaTUJIO Xrydee IUIaMfdA, a BEeKU Hadalu MeJJIEHHO
CMBIKaTbCA. MUpP IOMYTHeJ, U 3BYKH, JOHOCUBIIMECA [O
MOMX yIlIeH, CTaHOBUJIHCH Bce Tuile. Ero cnuHa 6plna IO-
CIeHUM, YTO A yBUZeJa, IepeJ, TeM KaK MUp IOIPY3UJICA
B HENPOIJIALHYIO TbMY.

51 ymepna. Moe cep/ile OCTaHOBUJIOCH IO POKOBOU CJIY-
yariHocTu. Ho kak crpaHHO.. TeMHas HOYb MHHOBazua, U
s OYHYJIaCh, CJIOBHO B OOBIYHOE YTPO, KOT/Ia TEJIO CaMO IPO-
CBIITaeTCA C [IepPBBIMU JiydaMu paccBeTa. OZHAKO CTPAaHHOCTHU
Ha 5TOM He 3aKOHYMINCh. CTOUJIO MHe Pa3OMKHYTb BeKWU,
KaK CBeT yZapuJ B IJla3a, ocjeIifAa MeHd. f Mo4yBCcTBOBaIA,
KaK TeJI0 HajluBaeTcA TAXECTbIO, — TaKUe OLyIIeHUA CBOU-
CTBEHHBI TOJIBKO XKUBBIM.

fl moHMMaJsa, HaCKOJIbKO XPyIIKO Moe IIoJIoXKeHue. B aToil
HEMOHSATHON CUTyal[MW s HE MOIJIa TIO3BOJUTH cebe Jei-
CTBOBATh ONPOMETYMBO, a IIOTOMY pelluja cHadajga OCMO-
TpeThes. Jlo 601 3HAKOMBIN MOTOJIOK, JIIOCTpa... Jlaxe y30p
Ha CTeHax KasaJicd Iyrarllle IPUBBIYHBIM. [71a3a pasriazenu
CTOMKM KPOBAaTU — TOU caMOM, B KOTOPOU 5 MPOBOJUIA HOUYU
U BCTpedasa Ka)kJoe yTpo IOocjleJHue NATh JeT. V1 BAPyT KO
MHe TIPUIILIO OCO3HaHUe: 51 OblIa B CBOEH clajbHEe B TEPIIOT-
CKOM JIloMe.
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Sl OTYETIMBO TOMHUJIA, KaK MO€ CEpAIle OCTAaHOBUJIOCH.
He 3Har0, BO3MOXXHO JIM TOJ0OHOE, HO TOT MUT 3arevyatsescs
B MMaMATH yrKacarolie scHo. Cierka IpuIoJHABIINCD, 1 BHOBb
OILyTWUJIA TSXKECTh BO BceM Teje. JKMBYIO, HACTOAIIYIO Ts-
’)KecTb. [IepBBIM Z1€JIOM s TIOMBITANACh MOHATh, YTO CO MHOM.
U 4uto 51 Teneps OyAy AenaTh ¢ STUM MTOJapKOM, KOTOPBIN cama
cebe mpemnogHeca.

B neHb, KOTZ]a BCIBIXHYJI MATEX, s CIENINUIa B UMIIEpa-
TOPCKUHM ABOpel K JIyucy, HOJy4YUB IO JOPOTe MHOXKECTBO
paH. [ToToM MeHs cpa3y JXKe 3alepyii B TePIOrCKON TIOPbME,
u obpabaThiBaTh WX OBLJIO HEKOMY. 3HA4YWUT, OHU /OJKHBI
OBLIM OCTAThCS. A €C/IM UX HET, TO OBLIN OBl 3aMETHBI XOTs OBbI
3akuBIMe Ipambl. OZHAKO €AWHCTBEHHOE, YTO S OIIy-
mana, — 3TO ycTasocTb. dusnudyecku s ObIa B MOJHOM IIO-
pAanKe.

Eciu Bce 3TO COH, 3HAUUT, MHE CHUTCs KommMap. becko-
HEeYHBIN, U3HYPAOUIUN, Myraiomuil 10 Apoxu. f BCcKUHYyIa
PYKY | C CHJION yzapua cebs 1o mieke.

— Al

[Tlexa omyTHUMO ropea.

«bosbHO...»

Tak, Kak BO cHe He ObIBaeT. Pa3 1 4yBCTBYIO 6O0Jb... 3Ha-
YUT, HE CILTIO. BRIXOAUT, M1aH cpaboTasl, U s MepepoAunIach...
{1 ouHysIIaCh UMEHHO B 3TOM KOMHAaTe, HO Tellepb OHA He Ka3a-
Jlach MHe TIOPbMOU i AyImu. KakZplii MUT, TPOBeJeHHbBIN
37lech, OTpaswics IIpaMaMU Ha ceplle, He OCTaBUB MecTa
JUIS CYACTIIMBBIX BOCIIOMUHAHWIN. BHE3amHO BCe MPUTYIUB-
1Iecs paHee YyBCTBA HAXJIBIHYIU BHOBb.

§ pemrutenbHO yAapuia cebs MO APYroH IeKe, Ha 3TOT
pas ellle CUJIbHEE.

Bomur.

— Ha aTOT pa3 Mos )XU3Hb IPUHA/JIEXXUT TOIBKO MHE.

DTO Ka3aJoCh HEBEPOSATHBIM, HO PYTOro OObsCHEHUS He
HaxoAunoCh. f xkuBa. Pe3kas, [0 keHUs, 60Jib, 3HAKOMast
KoMmHara. Eciiv 3To He MUp Tpe3 U He 3arpOOHBIN MUP, BBIBOJ,
JINTITb OIVH: 51 OCYINEeCTBUJIA 3aZ[yMaHHOE.

«Ho Kak ZjaJieKo B MPOIILJIoe MeHS OTOPOCHUIO?..»

1 He mOHMMaJIa, JIOBYIIKA 3TO UJIU HET, HO 00s3aHa Oblia
BBISICHUTBH TIpaBay. [loka Bo BceM He pa3bepych, He CMOI'Y pe-
LIUTD, YTO ZIeJIaTh Zajblie.

= o 15 ¢ <



