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OpHaxxabl 1IeToM B iepeBHe [pavax, y HeboraToii moMeIm-
bl AHHBI [TaBn1oBHEI AQyeBOIi, BCe B JOME MTOIHSUIUCH C pac-
CBETOM, HauUMHAasl C XO3SIMKM A0 LienHOoM codbaku bapboca.

Tonbko eAMHCTBEHHBIN CbIH AHHBI I1aBI0OBHBI, AjeK-
cannp Menopsbly, crai, Kak cleAyeT craTh ABaAlaTUICTHE-
My IOHOIIEe, O0raThIpCKMM CHOM; a B JIOM€ BCE€ CYEeTUJINCh
u xJioroTtain. JIloan Xoauian, oaHaKo 3K, Ha LBITTOYKaX U ro-
BOPMJIM IIETIOTOM, YTOO He pa30oyauTh MOJOAOro OapuHa.
YyTb KTO-HUOYIb CTYKHET, TPOMKO 3arOBOPUT, ceiyac, Kak
pasapakeHHas JIbBUIIA, ABJsiIachk AHHa [1aBoBHa 1 Haka-
3bIBaJIa HEOCTOPOXKHOTO CTPOTMM BEITOBOPOM, OOMIHBIM IIPO-
3BUIIEM, 2 MHOT/A, IO MEPE THEBA M CUJI CBOMX, 1 TOTYKOM.

Ha xyxHe cTpsimanu B Tpoe pyK, Kak OyATO Ha AecsTe-
PBIX, XOTS BCE TOCTIOACKOE CEMEIICTBO TOJIBKO M COCTOSIIO,
yto U3 AHHBI [TaBnoBHEI 1a Anekcanapa ®@enoperya. B ca-
pae BBEITUpPaJIX U IOAMa3bIBajIu IOBO3KY. Bece ObUIM 3aHATHI
u paboTtanu a6 moty Juua. bap0oc ToJbKO HUYETo He HAe-
JIaJl, HO ¥ TOT II0-CBOEMY IPUHUMAJI y9acTHe B OOIIeM IBU-
keHuu. Korma MUMO ero mpoXoauJI JIaKei, Kydep MU IIMbI-
rajja IeBKa, OH MaxaJl XBOCTOM U TIIATeJIbHO OOHIOXUBA
MPOXOISIIEIO, a caM INIa3aMHU, KaxeTcsl, cripainuBai: «Cka-
KYT JIM MHE HaKOHEll, 4YTO Y Hac CerofaHs 3a cymaToxa?»

A cymaroxa Obl1a oTTOoro, uto AHHa IlaBioBHa oTmycKa-
Ja ceiHa B [leTepOypr Ha ciy:k0y, WJIM, KaK OHA TOBOpUJa,
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JIIoJeit TIOCMOTPETh U ce0s MoKa3aTh. YOUMCTBEHHBIN IS
Hee neHb! OT 3TOTO OHA TaKasg TPYCTHAsT M pacCTpOCHHAas.
YacTo, B xJ1I0mOTax, OHa OTKPOET POT, YTOO MpUKa3aTh
YTO-HUOYIb, M BAPYT OCTAHOBUTCS Ha MOIYCIOBE, TOJIOC eil
M3MEHUT, OHA OTBEPHETCS B CTOPOHY M OOOTPET, €CIIN YCIIe-
eT, CJIe3y, a He yCIIeeT, TaK YPOHUT €€ B YeMOodaH, B KOTO-
polii cama ykiageiBana CameHbKHHO Oebe. Cre3bl JaBHO
KUIAT Y HEW B CepAlie; OHU MOACTYNWIN K TOPIY, TaBIT
IPYyAb ¥ TOTOBBI OPBI3HYTh B TPU Py4Ybsl; HO OHa KaK OyATO
Oeperia X Ha MPOIIaHbe ¥ U3peaKa TpaTuja 10 KarejbKe.

He onHa oHa orutakuBasia pas3jiyKy: CUJIbHO TOpEBa TOXe
kamepauHep CaieHbku, EBceit. OH oTnpasisiics ¢ 6apu-
HoM B [leTepOypr, MoKuUmaa caMblii TETJIBIA YroJl B JOME,
3a JiexkaHKo#, B KoMHate ArpadeHbl, MepBOro MUHUCTPa
B X03siicTBe AHHBI [1aBJOBHBI U — YTO BCEro BaxkKHee IS
EBcest — nepBoii ee KIIOYHUIIHI.

3a jekaHKOM TOJBKO 1 OBIIIO MecTa, YTOO ITOCTaBUTh ABa
CTyJa U CTOJI, Ha KOTOPOM TOTOBMJICS Yait, Koge, 3aKycka.
EBceii mpoyHO 3aHMMAaJI MECTO M 3a TEeYKOi, 1 B cepAale
Arpadensl. Ha npyrom cryne 3acenana oHa cama.

Uctopnsa 06 Arpadene n EBcee Obl1a yK cTapast MCTO-
pus B nome. O Heit, Kak 000 BCeM Ha CBETE, IOTOBOPWIIN,
MMO3JIOCIOBIIIM UX 000MX, a IIOTOM, TaK 3Ke KaK 1 000 BceM,
3amoyanu. Cama OapbIHS IIPUBBIKJIA BUAETh UX BMECTE,
1 OHU OJ1aXKeHCTBOBAJIM LIeJIbIe IeCITh JIeT. MHOIME JIU B UTO-
re TOOOB CBOEI XM3HU HAYTYT AECSATh CYACTIUBBIX? 3aTO
BOT HacTaJl U MUT yTpaThl! [1polait TeruIblit yroi, mpoiaii
Arpadena MBaHoBHa, nmpoiaii urpa B Aypaku, U Koge,
Y BOJIKa, M HaJMBKa — BCe Mpolaii!

EBceii cumen Mojiya u cUJIbHO B3abixai. ArpadeHa, Ha-
CYIISICh, CYETUJIACh MO XO3SMCTBY. Y Hell rope BbhIpaxKajloch
rno-csoemMy. OHa B TOT JIeHb C OKECTOUEHUEM pasjiniia yai
1, BMECTO TOTO YTOO IEePBYIO YAIIKy KPEIKOro Yyasi Mojarh,
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o OOBIKHOBEHMIO, OaphIHE, BBITIJIECHYJIA €r0 BOH: HUKO-
My, IecKaTh, HE TOCTaBalcs, U TBEPAO IepeHecsaa BhIro-
Bop. Kode y Heit mepekuries, CIMBKU IMOATOPEIN, YaIIKKI
Banuanch n3 pykK. OHa He MOCTAaBUT IOJHOCA Ha CTOJ,
a OpsIKHEeT; He OTBOPUT IIKala 1 ABepu, a xjtonHeT. Ho ona
He TIJIaKaa, a cepamiach Ha Bce M Ha BceX. Bopouem, 3To
BOOOIIIe OBUIO INIABHOIO YepTOIO B ee Xapakrepe. OHA HU-
Korza He OblIa JOBOJIbHA; BCE HE II0 HEil; BCerga Bopyala,
KajioBanachb. Ho B 3Ty poKOBYIO /ISl Hee MUHYTY XapakTep
ee oOHapyXXuBaJIcsl BO BceM cBoeM nadoce. [lymie Bcero,
KaxeTcsl, oHa cepauiach Ha EBces.

— Arpagena MBaHoBHa!.. — cKa3aJl OH XaJJOOHO U HEX-
HO, YTO HE COBCEM IIIJIO K €0 IJIMHHOM U TJIOTHOM (hurype.

— Hy uto TbI, pa3uHs, TYT paccesicsi? — oTBevasa oHa,
KakK OyITO OH B MEPBBbIK pa3 TyT cunesl. — IlycTu npousb:
HaJI0 TTOJIOTEHIIE T0CTaTh.

— 39X, Arpadena UBaHoBHa!.. — TOBTOPMJI OH JIEHUBO,
B3/bIXasl U MOAHUMASICh CO CTYJIa U TOTYAC OMSITh OMyCKa-
SICh, KOTZIa OHA B3sij1a MOJIOTEHIIE.

— Tomeko xaBIYeT! BOoT MTOCcTpen HaBg3ancsa! Yto ato
3a Haka3aHue, locmogu! M He oTBsKeTCH!

M oHa co 3BOHOM ypOHMIIA JIOXKY B MOJIOCKATEIbHYIO
Yariky.

— Arpadena! — pasganoch BOPYr U3 Ipyroii KOMHAThI. —
To1 HuKak ¢ yma counia! PasBe He 3Haemb, yto CalleHbKa
nouuBaetr? Ilogpanack, 4TO JIM, C CBOUM BO3JI00JIEHHBIM
Ha mpolaHbe?

— He nomeBenucsk st Teds1, CMAM Kak MepTBasi! — Mpo-
HIunreaa mo-sMmenHoMy ArpadeHa, BhITUpasi yaliky odeu-
MU PyKaMM, KaK OyATo XoTesja U3JI0MaTh €€ B KYCKMU.

— Ilpomaiite, mpoiiaiite! — ¢ rpoMagHeNIIMM B3110-
xoM ckaszajl EBceit. — IlocnenHuii neHek, Arpagena Msa-
HOBHa!
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— W cmaBa 60ry! mycTh YHECYT Bac 4YepTH OTCIOIA: TIPO-
ctopHee Oynet. [la mycTu rpoub, HELe CTYIIUTh: IPOTIHYI
HOTH-TO!

OH TpoHYJ OBLIO €€ 3a IJIeY0 — KaK OHa eMy OTBeTuJia!
OH omsTh B3IOXHYJI, HO C MECTa He ABUTrajCs; Ia HaIpac-
HO U IBUHYJCS Obl: ArpadeHe 3Toro He xorejoch. EBceit
3HaJI 3TO U HEe CMYIIAJIC.

— KT0-TO csameT Ha Moe MecTO? — IMPOMOJIBUII OH, BCE
CO B3JI0XOM.

— Jlemunit! — oTpBIBUCTO OTBeYalia OHa.

— Haii-to 6or! tuib 661 He [Tpomika. A KTo-To B Aypa-
KU C BaMU CTaHEeT UrpaTh?

— Hy xotb 0561 1 [Tpo1ka, Tak 4To X 3a 6ema? — co 3J10-
CThIO 3aMETHJIA OHA.

EBceii BcTau.

— Buw1 He urpaiite ¢ [1pomkoii, eii-06ory, He urpaire! —
cKa3aJl OH C 0ECITOKOMCTBOM U ITOYTHU C YyTPO30Hd.

— A XTO MHe 3anpeTuT? Thl, 4TO JIU, 0Opa3nHa 3TaKas?

— Marymka Arpadpena MBaHoBHaA! — Havaa OH yMOJIs-
FOIIIMM TOJIOCOM, OOHSIB e — 3a TaJInIo, CKa3aJl Okl 1, eCJTi O
y HEi OBIJT XOTh MaJIeHIIii HaMeK Ha TaJaulo.

Omna oTBevalia Ha 0OBSITHE JIOKTEM B TPYIb.

— Marymka Arpagena MlBaHoBHa! — ITOBTOpPUII OH, —
oynet i [Ipoiika mo6uTh Bac Tak, Kak s? [lormsanure, Ka-
KOIl OH O30pPHHUK: HM OTHOM XKEHIIWHE IIPOXOAY He JacT.
A s-T1o! 2-3x! Bbl y MeHs1, 4TO cMHBL-TIOpoX B m1a3y! Eciu 6
He Oapckas BOJISI, Tak... 9X!..

OH npu 3TOM KPSIKHYJI U MaxXHYyJ pyKoii. ArpadeHa He Bbl-
JiepxKajia: Uy Heil HakoHell rope 0OHapyKUIoCh B clie3ax.

— Jla oTCTaHellb JIU Thl OT MEHSI, OKasTHHbI? — TOBOPU -
Jla OHa IJ1a4a, — 4To MeJielnb, nypaneit! Cesxycs s ¢ [Tpomi-
KOIi! pa3Be He BUIUIIIL CaM, YTO OT HETO IyTHOTO CJIOBa He 10-
ObelIbCsI? TOJBKO U 3HAET, YTO JIE3ET C PyUYMILIAMMU. ..
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— W x Bam n1e3? Ax, mep3aBel! A BBl HeOOCh He CKaxe-
te! 4 Obl ero...

— Ilome3p-ka, Tak y3HaeT! Pa3Be HeT B IBOpHE KEeH-
ckoro noja, kpome MeHs1? C IIpomikoit ¢BSKyCh! BUIID,
yTo BeiayMal! Iloaje Hero u cuieThb-TO TOIIHO — CBUHBS
cBUHbel. OH, TOTO U TJIs11, HOPOBUT YAApUTh UesloBeKa
WJIMN COXPaTh YTO-HUOYIb OapCcKoe U3-TI0/1 PYK — U HE YBU-
I b.

— Vx eciu, ArpadeHa MiBaHOBHa, ciy4ail Takoil mpu-
JIeT — JIYKaBblil Belb CUJIeH, — Tak Jiyuile [puiiky nmoca-
IUTE TYT: IO KPAWHOCTU MaJIbIii CMUPHBIN, paOOTSIINIA,
He 3y0ocKal...

— Bor eme BeimyMan! — HakuHyach Ha Hero Arpade-
Ha, — YTO Thl MEHSI BCSIKOMY HaBsI3bIBaelllb, pa3Be sl Kakasi-
HUOYb... [Tomen BoH oTciona! MHoro Baiiero 6para, BCsi-
KOMY CTaHy BelllaThCsl Ha Ieto: He TakoBcKas! C ToOoi
TOJIbKO, 9TAaKUM JIELIUM, MIOMYyTall, BUAHO, JIYKaBblii 3a rpe-
XU MOU CBS3aTbhCs, Ja U TO KaIOCh... & TO BbIAYMaUI!

— bor Bac Harpanm 3a Bamry JoOpoaeTesib! Kak KaMeHb
¢ reu! — BocKmMKHYN EBceii.

— O6panmoBaics! — 3BepcKM 3aKpnyaja OHA ONSITh, —
€CTb YeMy pajoBaThCsl — paayiics!

W ryOnl y Heit moGenenu ot 3moctu. O0a 3aMoJT4aiu.

— Arpadena MiBanoBHa! — po0OKo cka3an EBceit HeMHO-
To MOTOoJs.

— Hy, uTo eme?

— 41 Benb 1 3a0bLI: y MEHSI HBIHUE C YTpa BO PTY MaKo-
BOI1 POCMHKM He ObLIO.

— Tonbko u nenal

— C rops, maTyIika.

OHa jocTajila ¢ HUXKHEe# TMOJKM 1IKarna, u3-3a TOJ0BbI
caxapy, CTakaH BOJKHU 1 IBA OTPOMHBIX JIOMTSI XJieba ¢ BeT-
yuHoU. Bce 3T0 maBHO ObLIO MPUTOTOBJICHO AJISI HETO €¢
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3a00TaMBOI pykoii. OHa cyHy/a eMy nX, KaK He CYIOT U CO-
b6akaMm. OnMH JIOMOTbH yraj Ha MoJI.

— Ha Bor, nomaBuce! O, 94T00 TEOL... 1a TUIIIE, HE YaB-
Kaii Ha BECH JIOM.

OHa oTBepHYyJIaCh OT HEro ¢ BhIpaXkeHUeM OyITO HeHa-
BUCTH, a OH MEIJICHHO Haydajl eCTbh, IJISIAs UCIIOAI00bsI
Ha ArpadeHy 1 IPUKPBIBAs OJHOIO PYKOIO POT.

Mexxny TeM B BOpOTax MoKasaJicsl SMIIUK ¢ TPOMKOIA JIO-
mageii. Yepes 1Ier0o KOpeHHOI nepedpolneHa Obljia ayra.
Kosokonbpunk, IpuBsI3aHHBIN K CeIelIKe, IJTyX0 U HECBO-
00mHO BOpoUall SI3bIKOM, KaK MbsSIHbIN, CBSI3aHHbBIN 1 OpoO-
LIEHHBIM B KapayJbHIO. SIMIIIMK OpUBsI3all Jolaaeit momi
HaBECOM capasi, CHsLI 111allKy, J10cTaj OTTyaa Tpsi3HOe To-
JIOTEHIIE U OoTep TOT ¢ Julia. AHHa [1aBnoBHa, yBUIAEB €ro
13 OKHa, TobyienHesa. Y Hell MOAKOCUIUCh HOTU U OTTYCTU -
JINCh PYKU, XOTSI OHA oxunayia 3Toro. OnpaBUBIIUCH, OHA
no3Bajia Arpadeny.

— Ilogu-Ka Ha LIBIMOYKAX, TAXOXOHBKO, MTOCMOTPH,
ciut iu CameHbKka? — ckasana oHa. — OH, MO ronyOumK,
NPOCTIUT, MOXaNyii, U MOCAEAHUN NeHEeK: TaK U He Harjs-
Kych Ha Hero. [la HeT, Kyaa Tede! Tbl, TOTO IJISIAu, Be3ellb
KakK KopoBa! s JydIiie cama...

M nmomna.

— Ilomu-xa TBI, HEe KOpoBa! — Bopuajna ArpadeHa, BO-
poTsch K cebe. — Buirb, KopoBy Hamia! MHOTO JIK y TeOs
3TaKUX KOPOB-TO?

HagcTtpeuy Anne [TaBnoBHe 1ien u cam Asnekcanap Pe-
JIOpbIY, OCIOKYPBIiI MOJIOAOI UYeJIOBEK B LIBETE JIET, 300PO-
Bbsl U cuil. OH Becesio MO3A0pOoBaJicsl ¢ MaTepblo, HO, YBU-
JIEB BIPYT YEMOJIAH U y3JIbl, CMYTHUJICS, MOJTYA OTOLIE K OKHY
U CTaJl YePTUTD MabLEM 1O CTeKIy. Yepe3 MUHYTY OH yXke
OITSITh TOBOPWJI ¢ MaTepbio M OECIEYHO, Jaxke ¢ PagoCTbio
CMOTpE Ha JOPOXKHBIEC COOPHI.
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— YT10 3TO ThI, MOIi IPYXKOK, KaK 3acIajics, — cKa3aja
Anna IlaBnoBHa, — maxke TnInKo otekio? Jlaii-Ka BBITPY
TeOe ma3a 1 1EeKU pO30BOM BOIOM.

— Hert, MmamenbKa, He HAIO.

— Yero THI X0YelIb ITO3aBTPaKaTh: YalKy IpeXIe WIn
Kodeiiky? 4 Benena cmenaTh U OUTOE MSICO CO CMETaHOM
Ha CKOBOPOIE — Yero Xouelb?

— Bce paBHO, MaMeHBKa.

AnHa [1aB1oBHa mpogoKaia yKiaaablBaTh Oejibe, IOTOM
OCTaHOBMJIACh M IOCMOTpEJIa Ha ChIHA C TOCKOIA.

— Caimal.. — ckazaja oHa 4yepe3 HeCKOJbKO BpeMEHHM.

— Yero uzBoauTe, MaMeHbKa?

OHa MeIiIa TOBOPUTH, KaK OYATO Yero-To 0osuiach.

— Kyna ThlI enenib, MO# ApYyr, 3a4eM? — CIIpocHa OHa
HaKOHEIl TUXUM TOJIOCOM.

— Kak kyna, mamenbka? B [leTepOypr, 3aTeM... 3aTeM...
4yT100...

— TIocaymaii, Cama, — cka3aja oHa B BOJTHEHUM, 1O-
JIOKMB €My PYKYy Ha IUIeYO, IO-BUAMMOMY C HaMEpEeHUEeM
caenaTh MOCIIEIHION MOIBITKY, — €I11€ BpeMsI He YIIUIO: I10-
IyMaii, ocTaHbCs!

— Ocrartbes! Kak MOXHO! 1a Bellb U... Oe/Ibe YIOXKEHO, —
cKaszaj OH, He 3Hasl, YTO BBIIyMaTh.

— VioxeHo Oenbe! 1a BOT... BOT... BOT... IJISIIX — U HE yJI0-
JKEHO.

OHa B Tpu npueMa BBIHYJIA BCE U3 YeMOJaHa.

— Kak xe 310 Tak, MaMeHbKa? coOpajicsi — U BIPYT
orsiTh! YTO CKaXyT...

OH omneyvanucs.

— 1 He cToJIbKO 17151 ce0sI caMOid, CKOJIBKO IS TeOSI Ke
OoTroBapuBalo. 3aueM Thl eneib? Mckath cuacthsi? [a pa3se
Tebe 31ech HeXOPoIllo? pa3Be MaTh JeHb-ACHbCKOI He TyMa-
€T 0 TOM, KaK Obl YTOAUTh BCEM TBOMM IpuxoTsiM? KoHeuHo,
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THI B TAKMX JIETaX, YTO OAHU MAaTePUHCKUE YTOXIEHHUS HE CO-
CTaBJISIOT CYACThd; Ia I U He Tpedyto atoro. Hy, mormaan
BOKPYT ce0s: Bce cMOTPAT Tebe B Tra3a. A mouka Mapeu
KapnoBusi, Contomka? Yro... mokpacHen? Kak oHa, Mos
rojyOyika, — mait bor eit 3mopoBbst — JTI0OUT TeOsI: CIIBIIID,
TPEThIO HOYb HE CIIUT!

— Bort, MaMeHbKa, 4TO BBI! OHA Tak...

— [a, ma, Oynto g He BUXY... Ax! 4T00 He 3a0BITh. OHA
B3s71a OOpYOUTh TBOM IUIATKU — «sI, TOBOPMT, caMa, cama,
HUKOMY He JaM, U METKY ClIeJlalo», BUIMIIb, YETO Xe eIle
Ttebe? OcraHbcs!

OH ciy1iai MoJji4a, IIOHUKHYB FOJIOBOM, M UTPaJl KUCThIO
cBoero 1mtadgpoka’.

— Yto THI Halimems B [leTepOypre? — mpomposkaia
oHa. — ThI AymMaellb, TaM Te0e TaKoe XKe XXUThe OyIeT, Kak
3aech? D, moit apyr! bor 3HaeT, yero HaCMOTPUIIILCS U Ha-
TEPHUILIBLCS: U XOJION, U TOJION, U HYXIy — BCE IepeHe-
Celllb. 3/BIX JIIONIEH Be3ae MHOTO, a JOOPBIX HECKOPO Hali-
JIelllb. A TTOYeT — 4YTO B A€PEBHE, UTO B CTOJUIIE — BCE
TOT Xe moueT. Kak He yBUAUIIB MEeTEpOYyPrcKOro XKUTh,
TakK M MOKaxeTcs Tede, XXKMBYUM 31eCh, YTO ThI IIEPBBIIA
B MHUpE€; 1 BO BCeM Tak, Moii muiblit! Tl ke BocniuTaH,
M JOBOK, M Xopolll. MHe OBI, cTapyxe, TOJbKO OCTaBa-
JIOCh pamoBaThbCs, Mg Ha TeOs1. 2KeHnsics Obl, mociian Obl
bor Tebe meTouek, a g ObI HIHYNIA UX — W KWJT OBl Oe3
ropsi, 6e3 3a00T, ¥ IPOKMI Obl BEK CBOM MUPHO, TUXO, HU-
KOMY OBl HEe IT03aBUIOBAJI; a TaM, MOXET, M He OyIeT XO-
pOIIO, MOXET, U MMOMSIHEIIb cJioBa Mou... OctaHbest, Ca-
IeHbKa, — a?

OH KalUISTHYJI ¥ B3JOXHYJI, HO HE CKa3aJl HU CJI0Ba.

" Mlragpox — UITMHHBIN TOMAIIHUIA XaJlaT ¢ 3aITAXOM, TIOAMOsICaH-
HBII IITHYPOM C KUCTSIMU. 3decb u danee npum. peo.
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