e« WEAEBPBH &OHTE3U -



GENE WOLFE

SOLDIER
OF ARETE

B



AKVIH BYAD

BOVIH
APETE

Ilepesoo c aneauiickozo: Mpuna Tozoesa

MockBa
MspareabctBo ACT
L\ ACTPEND CIM6



VAK 821.111(73)
BBK 84(7Coe)
B88

Gene Wolfe
SOLDIER OF ARETE

[Ty6auxyercs ¢ pasperuenus OoHpa aBTOpa
u Virginia Kidd Agency, Inc. (CILIA) npu copeitcTBun
ArentctBa Aaekcanapa Kopskenesckoro (Poccus)

ITepeBoa c anramrickoro: Mpuna Tozoesa

B opopmaeHnn 06A0XKKM MCIIOAB30BaHA
naarocrpauus Muxaura EvervsHoBa

Aunszaith 06A0xku: FOruss Mewosa

ISBN 978-5-17-153546-9

Copyright © 1989 by Gene Wolfe

All rights reserved.

© Vpuna Toroesa, nepesoa, 2026

© Muxaua EMeAbSIHOB, MAA. Ha 00A., 2026
© OO0 «MspareabctBOo ACT», 2026



Oma KHU2a NOCBAUAemcs OpeBHeMy HOAKOBOOUY,

Camomy HeO0OyeHEeHHOMY U3 AHMUHHDLX ABIOPOB

u Hauboiee 00010eHHOMY BHUMAHUEM HONWIOMKOB,
Kcenogpoumy Agpurckomy

W sBuacst x KceHodoHTY, KOrpa TOT IPUHOCKA
)KePTBY, OAVH Y€AOBeK 1 cKadaA: «[puaa your».
/1 KceHODOHT CHSA BEHOK, YTO yKpalllaA
€ro I'OAOBY, HO LJePEMOHMIO >XKePTBOIPMHOIIEHN S
IpepbIBaTh He CTaA. VI Toraa mocaasery ckasaa:
«CMepTh ero ObiAa AOCTOVHO».

1 KceHODOHT BHOBb BO3AOXKUA BEHOK cebe
Ha TOAOBY; KaK TAACUT A€TEHAQ,

OH He IIPOAVA HU CA€3Bl, AVIIIb BBIMOABUA:
«$1 3Har0, YTO POAMA €O CMEPTHBIM».

Auozen Aaspmuii®
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CBUTOK B OU€Hb ITAOXOM COCTOSIHUM, B HEM MHO>XeCTBO
MPOITYCKOB. AaTpo, KaXKeTCsl, He IIPUKACAACS K HEMY LIEAYIO
HEeAEAIO C TeX IIOp, KaK ero oTpsa nokuHya Ilakruo. Ipu-
YMHOJ TOMY BIIOAHE MOTAQ CAY>KUTb CypoBasi ppakuiicKast
31IMa; XOTS MANMPYC MOXXET IOPOJM COXPAHATBCA ThICSUU
AeT, OH OYKBAaAbHO PACChINAETCS B MpPaX, €CAU HaMOKHeT.
[Top00HYI0 YSI3BUMOCTb 3TOrO Marepuasa MOATBEPXKAAET
U CBUTOK, IIpuHapAexaBmmii Aarpo. CpepHsIst 4acTb CBUT-
Ka Cepbe3HO MOBPEXAEHA, ¥ HEBO3MOKHO ITPOYNTATh 3HA-
YUTEABHYIO YacCTb TEKCTA, IO BCEV BUAVMMOCTY MMEBILIETO
oTHolIeHNe K npuobITuio «EBpomnsi» B [Tupeit. U ewe opnH
npobea B TeKCTe (Cpasy MOCAe OIMMCAHUS OCBOOOXKAEHMS
Aarpo B CniapTe) MOSIBUACS, BUAVIMO, BCAEACTBME TOTO, UTO
CBUTOK KOMKAAML.

VckyccTBO BEpXOBOIT €3Abl, KAKUM BAAAEAY APEBHIE, BO
MHOT'OM HEAOOLIEH/BAETCS HBIHEITHVMI MICCAEAOBATEASIMI,
IIPOCTO HECIIOCOOHBIMM IPEACTAaBUTH cebe, KaK BCAAHUK
MOJKET Aep’KaTbCA B cepre 0e3 cTpeMsH. VIm Obiao ObI He-
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ITAOXO 03HAaKOMUTbHCS C UCTOPMEN aMePUKAaHCKUX NHAENILIEB,
obuTareAeit BeAukux paBHUH, KOTOPbIe COBCEM €llje HEAAB-
HO TIPEKPACHO €3AVAM BEpXOM 0e3 CTpeMsIH IIOAOOHO Ap€eB-
HUM KOHHMKaM U, KaK U Te, IOAb30BAAUCH KOIbEM, AYKOM
co ctpeaamu 1 ppotuxkamu. (Kcratu, Aerkue 0oeBbie TOIO-
PbI Ha AAMHHBIX PYKOSITKAX, LIMPOKO PaclpOCTPaHEHHbIe B
IIEPCUACKOI KOHHMUIIE, IIPUIIAMCH ObI BECbMA 110 BKYCY AXe-
ponumo uan Kouucy, sHaMeHUTBIM BOXASAM amadveit.) ITo
MO€eMY YOeXAEHNIO, CTPEASITb U3 BUHTOBKU «CIPUHIPUAA»
45-To KaAuOpa Ha IIOAHOM CKaKy 1 0OepHYBIIMCH Ha3ap (a
VHAETILIBI TIPOAEABIBAAM TaKO€ AOCTATOYHO YaCTO) FOpasA0
TPYAHEe, YeM TaKoe BepaeHMe 00sl, Kakoe TpebOBaAOCh OT
AP€BHVUX KOHHUKOB.

YuraTeab AOAXKEH IIOMHUTD, YTO KOHM APEBHMX IPEKOB
He MIMEAM MTOAKOB U PEAKO KacTpPMPOBAAUCDH (2 DOEBBIX XKe-
peb110B BoO6IIE He KaCcTpUPOBaAl). XOTS TOTAQLIIHME AOIIIA-
AV 11 OBIAM HEKPYITHBIMU 110 COBPEMEHHBIM MepKaM, OTCYT-
CTBUE CTPeMsH BCe >Ke 3aTPYAHSAO MOCaAKy B cepno. (ITo
CYTU, CTPEMEHA, BUAMMO, M3HAYAABHO OBIAYM IpeAHa3Hade-
HBI IMEHHO AASL TOTO, YTOOBI CAATBCS Ha KOHS; MX HaYaAu
VICTIOAB30BaTh TOTAQ, KOTAQ CEAEKLVS MPUBEAQ K IMOSIBAE-
HUIO O0A€ee KPYITHBIX Aolaaell.) YToObl cecTb BEpXOM, KOH-
HIIK OIMPAACS Ha KOIIbe MAM Ha apy APOTUKOB. HekoTopble
AOIIAAY OBIAM IPUYYEHBI IOATMOATD IIepeAHVE HOTH, YTOOBI
00A€rYnTb 3aAa4y BCAAHVKY.

TeKCT AQHHOIO Mamypyca COBEPIIEHHO SICHO AOKasbl-
BaeT, YTO COBPEMEHHbIE MCTOPUKY 3a0AY)KAAIOTCS, CUUTAS
aMa30HOK BBIMBICAOM, A€TE€HAOIL. ApeBHIE aBTOPBI MUCAAY
00 1X BTOp)KEHMU B LIeHTpaAbHble obAacTy Iperjuu B anoxy
apuHckoro uapst Teces, MpUBOAS pa3AMYHBIE TTOAPOOHO-
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CTU; MOrpebaAbHbIE XOAMbI MABIIMX B OO0 MPEABOAUTEAD-
HUL] OTPSIAOB aMa30HOK IIOMOTAIOT MPOCAEAUTDb MYTh 3TUX
BoUTEeAbHUL OT ATTUKU A0 Opakun. B Aro6om cayuae, no-
MOEMY, OUYE€BUAHO, YTO y KOUEBHUKOB pelIMTEAbHAasl XKeH-
I[IHA BECOM BCETO B CTO ABAALIATb (GYHTOB BIIOAHE MOTAQ
cunTaThCsl OOA€ee 1LIeHHON eAVHULIel B BOVICKe, YeM MY)KUM-
Ha, BABOE IIPEBBIIIAIOLINIT ee BECOM, MO0 BAaAEAd AYKOM He
MeHee yMEeAO, HO 3HAUMTEAbHO MeHbllle YTOMASIAQ CBOErO
KOHSI.

MHe KaXkeTcs, HeT HeOOXOAMMOCTY HAIlOMUHATh, YTO
JKEHILHbI-BOUTEABHULBI AEICTBOBAAM HAa BCEM IPOTSIKe-
HUM UCTOPUM YEAOBEYeCTBa, BKAIOYAs 1 Hallle BpeMsl.

[TaHKpaTMOH MOKHO ONPEAEAUTH KaK APEBHUIT CUHOHUM
HalllVIX HbIHEIIHX 00eBBIX MCKYcCTB. Ero mpaBuaamu 6140
3ampeleHo TOAbKO KyCaTbCsl U HAAABAMBATD Ha rAasa, a 60it
MPOAOAXKAACS AO TeX IOp, NMOKa OAMH U3 yYAaCTHUKOB He
MpU3HaBaA cBoe nopaxenue. CAeayeT Takke OTMETUTD, UTO
1300pakeHMe aTAeTa, HAHOCSILIEero IPOTUBHUKY YAQp KyAa-
KOM, OTHIOAD He BCEerpa — M300paskeHye KyAauHOro OoriLa.
Te 06bIYHO OMHTOBAAY KUCTU PYK KOSKaHBIMU PEMHSIMMU.

AQHHBINT CBUTOK TaK)Ke BeCbMa MHTEpPECEH ellle U TeM,
YTO COAEPXKUT eAMHCTBEHHBIN M3BECTHBIN OTPBIBOK U3 IIPO-
3pl IInHAQpa, BeAMyaniiero rpeyeckoro nosta nocae lo-
Mepa.
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IT'AABA1

A HauMHaro cHavyaAa

A1 cHOBa HauMHAI0 BECTM CBOJl AHEBHUK BOT Ha 3TOM
4YMCTOM CBUTKE, KOTODbIII YEPHOKOXUI1 HAllleA B TOPOAE.
CeropHst yrpom Mo mokasaaa MHe KCIIMCAHHBI MHOIO
CTapbIil CBUTOK M OOBSICHMAQ, KAKYI0 LIEHHOCTb OH AAS
MEHS MPEACTABASIA. Sl IOKa MPOYMUTAA TOABKO MEPBYIO U
IIOCAEAHIOI0 CTPAHULIbL, HO PACCUMTHIBAIO IPOYUTATH 3HA-
4UTEABHO OOABIIE ellle A0 3axopa coAaHla. Ceityac, mpas-
A, s HAMEpPEH CIlepBa 3al1carh TO, YTO MHe HEOOXOAUMO
3aIIOMHUTB Ha Oyayliee.

Ar0AM BOKDYT Ha3bIBAIOT MeHsI AaTpo, HO sI COMHeBa-
I0Ch, YTO 9TO MO€ Hacrosijee UMs. UeAOBEK B AbBUHOII
IIKype Ha3BaA MeHs AlLyeM, BO BCIKOM CAydae, UMeH-
HO TaK 3aMucaHo B mmepBoM cBuTKe. OTTYAQ K€ s y3HaA,
4TO O4YeHb OBICTPO BCe 3abbIBat0. AymMar, Tak OHO U eCTb.
Korpa 51 mbITal0Ch MOHSTH, UTO K€ BCe-TAKU MPOU3OLIAO
BYepa, Ha YM NPUXOAST AMIIDb OeCIOpSIAOYHbIE OOPBIBKU
BOCIIOMUHAHMIL O TOM, KaK 51 KYAQ-TO LI€A, YTO-TO HeIo-

11



A>xuu Byad. BOVIH APETE YACTDL ITEPBAA

HSTHOE A€AQA, C KEM-TO PasroBapuBaA; TaK YTO 5, HaBep-
HO€, ITI0XOXX Ha KOPaOAb, 3a0AYAUBIINIICS B TYMaHe, KOTAQ
BIIEPEACMOTPSIINIT BUAUT TOABKO HAaBUCAIOLIYE HAA CYA-
HOM TeHM, KOTOpble BIIOAHE MOT'YT 0Ka3aTbCsl OeperoBbl-
MU yTeCaMU, MAU APYTUMM KOpabAsiMU, MAM BOOOIIe HU-
yeM; OH CABIIINUT FOAOCA, HO 3TO MOTYT OBITh KaK roAOCa
AIOA€lT Ha Oepery, TaK 1 TOAOCA CHPEH, & MOXET, U IpU-
3paKoB.

ITo-moemy, Vo 1 4epHOKO>XXUIL, B OTAMYME OT MEHs, TOM-
HAT Bce. VImeHHO OT V0 51 y3HAA, YTO MbI Tellepb HAXOAUMCS
Ha XepcoHece OpakunitlcKoM?®, a 3aXBaY€HHbBI TOPOA Ha3bl-
Baercsi CecT. 3aech nmpousoliaa OMTBa MEXAY abuHIHAMU
u noppaHHeiMu Tlepcun. KomaHayommit nepcoB HapesiA-
Cs TakuUM 0o0pa3oM OTOUTBCS OT MpecAepoBaTeAeit. Tak
ropoput /o, a Koraa st BO3pasuA €, YTO TOPOA BBITASIAUT
BIIOAHE CIIOCOOHBIM BBIAEP)KaTb AAUTEABHYIO OCaAy, OHa
00BSICHIAQ, YTO B TOPOAE HE XBATAAO IIPOAOBOABCTBUS, U
[EePCUACKIME BOUHBI, @ TAK)KE DAAUHBI (TOPOA, OKa3bIBAETCH,
MCXOAHO TIPUHAAAEKUT SAAVHAM) HAYaAU FOAOAATD. Vo —
eije pe6GEHOK, HO y)Ke IpeBpallaeTcss B KPaCUBYIO A€BYLIKY
C AAMHHBIMU Y€PHBIMU BOAOCAMI.

OxkasbIBaeTcs, MPaBUTEAb JTOrO Topopa cobpaA Bce
CBOUM BOJIICKA Tepep TAABHBIMM BOPOTaMU, MMOCAAUB BCEX
CBOVX XeH U pabbIHb (KOMX y HEr0 BEAMKOE MHO)XECTBO)
B KpbITbie TOBO3KM. OH 00paTUACS K BOMHAM C PEYbio, 3a-
SIBUB, YTO TIOBEAET UX B 001 IpOTUB aMHSIH; HO KOTAQ Ha
BOPOTaXx MOAHSIAM 3aCOBbI, IIPABUTEAb CO CBOUMMU TIPUOAU-
YKEHHBIMM OBICTPO U BTaITHE OT OCTAABHBIX TIEPEMECTUACS B
APYTO€e MeCTO, TA€ OHV TIepeA€3AM Yepe3 CTEHY C IOMOLIbIO
peMHell, pacCUMTBIBASI CKPBITHCS, IIOKA Y BOPOT MAET OOt
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Ho ux mombITKa OKOHYMAACh Heypauell, U HeKOTopble U3
MTACHHMKOB CelTyac HaXOASATCS 3A€Ch.

A, BUAMIMO, TOXe TIA€HHMK, IOCKOABKY OAVH M3 HUX — Ye-
AOBEK IT0 uMeHU [unepup — HaspiBaeT MeHs CBOMM pabowm,
KakK 1 YepHOKOXero. ([1repua HEBBICOK 1 €ABa AOCTAET CBO-
el KPYTAOI1 ¥ COBEPIIEHHO ABICOV TOAOBOI MHE AO KOHYMKA
HOCQ; BIIPOYEM, AEP)KUTCS OH INPSIMO U TOBOPUT OBICTPO.)
Ho a70 eite He Bce. Vo, koTopasi HasbiBaeT cebst Moeit padbi-
Hell, XOTsI HbIHYE YTPOM s IPeAAaraa 0OCBOOOAUTD €€, TOBO-
puT, uto uapb Craptsl [TaBcaHmit TOXe MpeAbsIBASIET Ha HAC
CBOU TIpaBa. JTO OH ITIOCAAA HAC CIOAQ BMeCTe C COTHEN MO-
AOADBIX CITApTaHLIEeB, KOTOPble OCTABAAMCDH 3A€Ch A0 HadaAa
6051, KOTAQ MX IPEABOAUTEAD ObIA PaHEH, IOCAE Yero OHU TYT
e (He UCIIBITBIBAsT 0COOOI AIOOBU K BEACHUIO OCAA U TIPEA-
BUASL, YTO 9Ta OYA€T 0COOEHHO AAMHHOIT) VIIABIAM AOMOIAL.

Certuac 3uMa. AyIOT CHUABHbIE XOAOAHBIE BETPBI, 4aCcTO
MAET AOXKADb; HO MbI XMBEM B XOpOIIEM AOMe, OAHOM U3
TeX, TAe paHbllle XuAU nepchl. [lop Moelt KpoBaTbio CTOST
CaHAAAMM, HO MBI XOAUM B camorax — Vo rosopur, 4To 310
Iunepua KyIMA camoru AAsl BCeX Hac, KOTAQ TOPOA CAQACH,
Aa ellje ABe Tapbl AAs ce0st camoro.

3aech, B XepcoHece, 3eMAsI OUY€Hb ITAOAOPOAHAS U, TI0-
AOOHO BCEM MIAOAOPOAHBIM 3EMASIM, TIOA AOKAEM pacKyca-
€T U NpeBpalaeTcs B IpAsb.

CeropHsl YTPOM s1 XOAMA Ha PBIHOK. IpajkpaHe ropoaa
Cecr, KaK 51 y>Ke TOBOPUA, SAAVHBL, U3 TIAEMEHU d0AUILIEeB?,
aeteit Berpa. OHU Bce BpeMsi 03a00Y€HHO CIPALIMBAIOT,
HaMepeHbl AU MBI OCTaBaTbCSA 3A€Ch Ha 3UMY, M pacckKa-
3bIBAIOT MHe, KaK OIIAaCHO TABITb B 9TO BpeMs ropa uyepes
[eAA€CTIOHT; 51 AyMalo, OHU TIPOCTO 0OSTCSI, YTO MEPCHI TI0-
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CTapalTCsl BCKOPe CHOBA 3aXBATUTb CTOAb ITAOAOPOAHYIO
obaacTb. BepHyBuuch, s1 cipocua Vo, yTo oHa Aymaer 1o
aToMy noBopy. OHa ckazaaa, YTO MbI, HECOMHEHHO, yIIAeM
OTCIOAQ, M BECbMa CKOPO; HO MOXXEM U BEPHYTBHCS, €CAU
IIePCBhI MOIBITAIOTCS OIISITh B3SITh TOPOA.

&* kR

HeiHye BeuepoM CAYIMAOCH HEYTO COBEPLIEHHO HEOO'h-
sgcHuMoe. VI XOTs y)Ke AQBHO CTEMHEAO, 5 BCe JKe XOUY 3TO
3aIMCaTh, IPEXAe YeM MHe CHOBA IPUAETCS YUATU.

lunepua OOBIYHO MUIIET MO BeyepaM CBOM MPUKa3bl U
CYeTa, TaK UTO Ha CTOA€ CTOUT OTAMYHASI AaMIIa C YeThIPb-
M3 UTUASAMU.

OH BoIIEA, KOTAQ S YMCTUA €r0 HOKHBIE AAThl, M BEAEA
MHe TIPUCTETHYTh CabAI0 U HaAeTh maAaiy. Bmecte Mbl mO-
CIEIIMAY K [UTAAEAU, TA€ HAXOAUAUCH TAEHHUKN. B30OpaB-
IIMCh 110 MHOXECTBY A€CTHUL], Mbl OUyTUANUCbh B BepXHEM
nmomeleHy OAIIHY, TA€ OBIAO ABOE TIAEHHBIX — MY>KYMHA
M MaAbYMK; OBIAM TaM U CTPXXHUKMU, HO [umepup oTocaaa
UX. A IOTOM CEA M CKa3aA:

— ApPTauKT, APYT MO HEeCYaCTHBIN, B HE3ABUAHOM IIO-
AO>XEHUM ThI OKa3aAcs!

[TAeHHBIT TIepC KUBHYA. DTO ObIA KPYIHBIIA MY>K4MHA C
XOAOAHBIMM FAQ3aMIM.

bopoaa y Hero mouTu cepas, HO BBITASIAGA OH OY€Hb
CUABHBIM; TOABKO TEIEPb 5, IOXOXKE, AOTAAAACS, 3aueM [u-
MEPUA B3sIA MEHS C COOOIL.

— Thl BeAb 3Haelllb, 1 AAS TEOS CA€AAA BCE YTO MOT, —
npopoakaa [umepua. — A Termepb MHe HY)KHO, YTOOBI U ThI
KOe-4TO AASI MeHsI cAeAaA. AeAao y MeHsT HeDOAbLIOe.
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— Caeaalo, He COMHeBalcsl, — OTBe4YaA ApTauKr. —
B ueMm 3akamugaercd TBoe HeboAblIoe Aeao0? — Ha aspike
S3AAVHOB OH T'OBOPUA, IIO-MOEMY, 3HAUUTEABHO XYK€ MeH.

— Korpa TBOI roCloOAMH CTYNMMA Ha HAlly 3€MAIO, OH
BeADb IlepelleA Mope II0 MOCTY 13 AOAOK, He TaK AU?

ApPTauKT KMBHYA, MAaABUMK TOXeE.

— V, KaK 5 CABILIAA, 3TOT MOCT IO BCeil AAVIHE OBIA IIO-
KPBIT CAOEM 3eMAU? — TpoAOAKAA [MIlepuA ¢ HEKOTOPBIM
HeAOBepueM. — HeKkoTopble pa)ke YTBEP)KAQIOT, UTO B 3€M-
AI0 OBIAM TIOCQ)KEHBI AepeBbs!

— Tak oHO 1 OBIAO, 51 CAM BUAEA, — CKa3aA MaAbUMK. —
Tam ObIAM U AepeBlLja, U pasHble KyCTbl — UX CIIELIAABHO
MOCaAVAK TIO 00€e CTOPOHBI MOCTA, YTOObI KOHM He Iyra-
AVICH BOABL

I'Mnepua NpUCBUCTHYA.

— YauBnreapHo! Het, aTo mpocto ypmBuMTeAbHO! 3a-
BUAYIO BAM — AOAXKHO OBITb, 3aMe4aTeAbHOE OBIAO 3peAM-
me! — VI oH cHOBa MOBEPHYACS K OTLIY MaAbuMKa: — O4eHb
CIIOCOOHBIN MAABYMK STOT FOHbIN HapeBu4! Kak ero nums?

— Aprembap, — ckasaa Apraukt. — Ero HasBasu B
4eCTb MOETro A€AQ, KOTOPbIN ObiA Apyrom camoro Kupa®.

ITpu ymomuHaHuM sTOro uMenu [umepua XUTpo yAbIO-
HYACSL:

— Tenepb O4YeHb MHOIVE Ha3bIBAIOT Ce0s1 APY3bsIMU
Kupa. Y Beaukux saBoeBareAeil BCeraa OKa3bIBaeTCs OUeHb
MHOTO APY3ell.

Ho Apraukra 3T0 HEe CMYTUAO.

— BepHo, — mpousHec oH. — U Bce ke OOABLIMHCTBO
3TMX CaMO3BaHLieB HUKOTAA Aa’Ke 32 OAHUM CTOAOM ¢ Ku-
POM He CMAEAU ¥ BUHA C HUM He MUAU.
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