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Hctopus nepBas

JIMmmniepyisi ObiAa OXBayeHa CyMaTOXOJ.

OcraBuinecst mocaeA0BaTeAr Aeiiabl 0€3yCIeLHO MbITa-
AVIChb CKPBITbC, HO Ha HUX yCTpalBaAu O6AaBbI. IToBcTan-
1[bl, OObSIBAEHHBIE B PO3BICK, IOTOAOBHO 3aA€TAM Ha AHO.
Taxoke BeAach paboTa 10 BOCCTAHOBAEHUIO IMITEPATOPCKO-
I'0 ABOPIIA U IIPMAETAIOLINX K HEMY TePPUTOPUIL.

B cBs131 ¢ Oe3BpeMeHHOI KOHYMHO MIIEpaTOpa BCe ITOA-
HOMOUNA nepeliay B pyku KaaAucTo, KOTOpOMY IPUIIAOCH
B3sTh Ha Ce0s1 OpeMsi MpaBAEHMS ellje AO TOTO, KaK PaHbI €ro
MIOAHOCTBIO 3aTSIHYAUCH. « DMHAABHBIX UAAIOCTPALIVI UTPBI»
¢ purypoit Ero BeicouecTBa, Kak HY CTPaHHO, HE TIOCAEAOBa-
A0. Aa 1 caM OH ObIA HempecTaHHO 3aHAT. HacToAbKo, uTO
AKe 1IepEMOHMIO KOPOHALMY IIPUIIAOCH OTAOXUTD B AOA-
ruit AammK. OAHAKO Ka’KABIM Beuep, HeCMOTPSI Ha BCIO yCTa-
AOCTb, OH HAXOAVIA MUHYTKY, YTOOBI 3a/iTV KO MHe.

— He mory n36aBUTbCS OT 3THX MBICA€IL: BCE KAXXETCS,
4YTO MO€ MECTO TaM, Ha IoAe 60sl.
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— Bare BoicouecTBo...

BHe3amHOe OTKpOBeHME 3aCTAaBMAO MEHSI OTBA€YbCS
OT KHUTI' I ITIOAHATDb Ir'Aa3a. KaaAucTo TOXKeAbIMU IIaraMUu
AOOpEA AO AMBaHa U B MI3HEMO>KEHMU MTAIOXHYACS Ha HETO.
3aMeTUB HE3AOPOBBII LIBET €r0 AULIA, 51 Pe3KO MOACKOYU-

AQ C MecTa.
— Xotute ya? OH 11eAeOHBII, BaM cpasdy noaeryaer!
— /1 B nmopsipnke, — npoxpurieA KpOHIPUHL, TOAOCOM

0O0ABHOTO CcTapuKa. — Ay4llle MAU-Ka CIOAQ.

OH nocMoTpeA Ha MeHs U, He OTPbIBasl B3TASIAQ, MO-
XAOIIaA IO cuAeHbIo. [TokpacHeBIIe 0€AKY ero raas roBo-
PUAM O IEpEYTOMAEHUM M HeXBaTKe CHa.

A1 yxe xoTeAa OBIAO ITO3BATb CAY)KaHKY, HO He CTaAa 3TO-
IO AeAaThb U MOKOPHO mopomaa K Kaaaucro. Kak ToAbKO
s CeAa Ha AMBAaH, OH OCTOPOKHO MTOAOXMA TOAOBY Ha MOe
MIA€YO U, YTKHYBLIVICb HOCOM B KAKOUMILY, CAEAAA MEAAECHHBIN
TAYOOKMIT BAOX, CAOBHO )KeAasl yTOHYTb B 3aIlaXe MO€TO TeAQ.

— Mwm... Uto X, KaxKeTcs, g IOKUBY ellle YyTb-4yTh... —
NpOOOPMOTAA OH Ha BBIAOXE.

KponnpuHI| nepeMeHUACS B TOT CaMblll A€Hb, KOTAQ
0Ka3aACs Ha BOAOCOK OT cMepTu. S y>ke mpMBbBIKAA K IIO-
AOOHOMY MTOBEAEHUIO U TIepecTaAa OLYIaTh HEAOBKOCTb.
Moe An10 0CTaBaAOCh CAEPKaHHBIM.

— Bb1 AeunTech?

A msarko kocnyaach aaponbpio meku Kaaancro. Kabik
3oa0TOro ApakoHa crac eMy >KM3Hb, HO He CMOT' ITIOAHO-
CTbI0O BOCCTAHOBUTD TEAO.

Hy 1 B yeM cMbICcA Harpapbl 3a IIOCAE€AHMIT KBecCT, a?!
IToucTtuHe 6e3ymHas urpa! Takue MOBOPOTHI 3aCTABASIAU
MEeHs 3AUTbCS Ha UTPY AaKe Tellepb, KOTAQ OHAa 3aKOH-
4MAACh.
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PaHa, HaHeceHHas IPOKAATbEM KeCTOKO AelAbl, HUKaK
He 3ax1BaAa. OHa OKa3aAach CTOAb TAYOOKa, UTO AQXKe Ae-
YyeHye Mara, MpUOBIBIIETO U3 AAAEKUX 3€MeAb, He AAAO pe-
syabraTa. Hu opexxpaa KaaaucTo, Hu cA0it OMHTOB He MOTAYM
CKPBITb 3TON YEePHEIOLIEN ABIPBI.

Bcsikuit pas, Koraa BCIIOMMHAIO, KaK OH A€XUT 0e3 co-
3HaAHU, MO€e CepAlLie IPOIYCKaeT YAAp...

— Baire BoicouecTBo! He 3abbiBaiiTe moceiarb Bpaya,
AaXKe HeCMOTPs Ha 3aHATOCTh! VI cBoeBpeMeHHO MeHsil-
Te MOBA3KU, — CKasaAa s, CIIPAaBUBILNCH C BHYTPeHHe
APO>XbIO, U €A€ CAepPIKaAach, YTOObI He A0OaBUTH: «V mo-
JKAAYIICTA, OTABIXANTE».

B npeaaBepun kopoHauyy Kaaancro cobpaa BoAo B Ky-
AQK U AepPXXAACS U3 TIOCACAHMX CHA.

YcAbllaB HOTY 6€CIIOKOMCTBA B MOEM I'OAOCE, OH MSIT-
KO YABIOHYACSI 1 IIMPOKO OTKPBIA rAasa.

— 51 6B ¢ papAOCTDIO MIPUCAYIIAACS K COBETY, HO BCSIKIE
AE€MOHBI, BKAIOYAsl TBOETO OTL|A, HY HA MUT He OCTaBASAIOT
MEHS B [TOKOe.

YCABIIIAB TOH €ro rOA0Ca, 1 HEBOAbHO HAXMYPUAACh.

— Aepxurte ce6s B pykax! JIHaue KTO-HUOYAD YCABILINT,
KaK «A€CTHO» Bbl OT3bIBaeTeCh O Teplore.

— ITyckait! Uro 3a bepa?

CAyx1 0 TOM, YTO OYAYLIUIT MMIIEPATOP BEAUYAET CBO-
VX CTapbIX NPMBEP)KEHLeB, BKAIOYAs Irepliora, «AeMOHa-
MI», SBHO He MOIIAY ObI €My Ha ITOAB3Y.

Ho aTo0, moxoxe, coBceM He BOAHOBaAO KaaAucTo, 1 oH
MIPOAOAKMA BO BCEX KpacKaX M3AaraTb CBOM MBICAM.

— 3Haelllb, AOPOTYILIA, M3HE)XEeHHbIE aPUCTOKPATUIIKHN
TOABKO U YMEIOT, YTO HbITh. Ha ¢ppoHTE 1X ObICTpEHBKO Ha-
YUMAM ObI TOMAAKMBATh!
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10 — Aaxe ecAau BbI pellMAY BCepbe3 B3ATbCA 3a UX Ilepe-
BOCIIMTaHIe, TO’KAAYIICTa, He IIOCBSIIANTe MEHS B TI0A00-
Hble MTAQHBL.

— Hy pasymeercsa! — yxmbiabHyacst Kaaaucro.

— 3HauuT, «pasymeercsa»? — S pacTepsHHO MOCMO-
TpeAa Ha KpoHnpuHua. — Kaxkercs, atum yrpom Ceppuk
He LIYTs IPOCUA CHPATATh Ball Meu!

— Yro? Ho xorpa? Ilpuxopua, noka s mpiacsa? — Kaa-
AVICTO BBITIPSIMUACS, OYATO yCABILIaB HOBOCTh. — CeApUK
ITorTep! HecHocHbINN MaabumiiKa! A st Bce AyMaa, KyAa >ke
3aMponacTuACA MOM Meu... [ae Tbl ero crnpsaTaaa?

Bo30y>xAeHHbIT TOH KaAAMCTO cAerka Hamyraa MeHs.

— C KaKuXx 3TO Mop BbI CTaAu OpaTh Me4 Ha cOOpaHus?

— C Tex caMbIX, KaK CTaA IIOAO3peBaThb, YTO IAE-TO
BO ABOpILie NpsIYETCs HIajiKa MTEXHUKOB! — mpoOyp-
YaA OH.

1 3TO TOBOPUT TOT, KTO CAM HOCUTCS 32 NIOBCTAaHLIAMY,
JKeAas BbIpe3aTb BCeX AO IIOCAEAHETO.

He 6yaeT npeyBeanyeHreM cKas3aTh, YTO Bce GaMUAUY,
VMMeBIlJe XOTb KaKyI-TO CBA3b C MMIIepaTpuliell U Map-
KU30M DAAEHOM, OKa3aAMUCh CTEPThI C AULIA 3€MAU.

Omwryiias pacTepsiHHOCTD, s TOMbBITAAACh COOPATHCs
M1 YTO-AMOO0 BO3PAa3UTh, HO OCEKAACD, YBUAEB PE3KO Ouep-
YeHHbIe AMHIY ero mopbopoaka. OX, elje HEMHOTO — 1 CO-
pBeTcs!

— Bawm, kaxeTcs, 04eHb HEIIPOCTO... — B3AOXHYB, KPOT-
KO OTMeTUAAQ £.

Tax rAM MHaYe, 1 HEMHOTO 0€CIIOKOMAACh, BEAb MOJI ellje
He BITOAHE OIIPaBVBIIMIICS BO3AIOOAEHHBII YIIIEA C TOAOBOM
B paboTy, KOTOpOI1 He OBIAO HUM KOHIIa HU Kpasi. Her, pake
He TaK: sl YyBCTBOBaAa Ce0sI pAaCCTPOEHHO U pa3APasKeHHOI.
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— 4 xe mpocuAa Bac He IpuxoAuTh! BosBpamanTech
K ce0e 1 AOKUTECH CITaTh.

— Hert! — KaaAucTo peminTeAbHO IOMOTAA TOAOBOM. —
A BAPYT ThI COEXMUILD, ITOKA 51 OYAY OTABIXaTh?

— VI KypAa Xe g oTipaBAIOCH?

— He 3Hato, Kypa-HUOYAD...

beccmbicaeHHas Tupaaa. V Tak KaxxAbIi pas.

OuHyBIIKCb OT AOATOrO CcHa, KaaaucTo, moxoxe, craa
OAEP>XUM MBICABIO, UTO A ucue3Hy. Tak, mocae cmeptu VIBoH-
HbI OH He AaBaA MHe U IIary CTYIUTb 3a IPeAeAbl ABOpPLIA.
B03MO’XHO, 3TO OBIA CBOEOOpPA3HBIN 3HAK IIPOTECTA, BEAD
repLior HaBepHsIKa Ha K&KAOM COOPaHMY TPOCUA OTITYCTUTD
MeHS AOMOIL.

51 oTKazarach OT BCEro, OTpPeKAaCh OT CBOEro 60OABHO-
ro TeAa M AUIIMAACH IPUCTAHUIA — Tellepb MHEe HeKyAa
uatu. V3-3a Tebs1, npuaypok! Bpemenamu, Korpa Haka-
TBIBAAO OTYAsIHUE, 51 €A€ CAEP)KMBAAACDh, YTOOBI HE BBI-
CKa3aTb BCe B ANLI0 KPOHNPUHIY. OAHAKO 51 OCTaHABAU-
BaAach, BUASI APOXXb B KOHUMKaX ero naables. JKeaas
yOeAUTBCsI, YTO MepeA HUM He MUpPaXk, OH A€TOHbKO Ka-
CaACA MEHH.

— Ecan y)x HapyMmalo 6exxaTb, TO CA€AQI0 9TO AHeM, KOT'-
Aa Baire BoicouecTBO 3aHATHI MOAUTUYECKMMU BOIpOCaA-
MMU. 3a4eM >Ke HOYbI0? — AOBOABHO XOAOAHO IIPOM3HECAQ
51 M B351AQ €rO 32 PYKY.

— Yepr, u mpaBpa... — npobypuaa Kaaaucro, Bce ere
NBITASICh IOIMATh MEHSL.

A Tuxo paccmesiaace.

— A 4TO, eCAM 51 IPOCTO Nepedepych CI0AQ CO CBOVIMU
oymakkamu? Her! Ayuire 6pocum Bce 1 copBeMcsI ImyTe-
mectBoBaThb! Thl )ke TOBOPMAQ, YTO XOUellb OTIIPABUTbCA

13
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3a rpaHuny. IloeaeM Kypa raasa rasgpsT, AQ XOTb B COCEA-
HIOIO CTpaHy! MMHYTOUYKY, a COCEAHsISI CTPaHA Y Hac...

— Bame BricouectBO! — fI MepAeHHO pacienuaa Halu
PYKM M OCTOPO>KHO ITOAHECAQ MAAeL] K er0 APOXKaIlUM TY-
0am. — Sl HUKYAQ He AEHYCb.

Ternao Moell AapAOHUM HEMHOTO ycrokonao Kaaaucro:
APOXb MCY€3AQ, U g OLIyTUAA KOXeI ero pOBHOE AbI-
XaHue.

— Aa 1 He Bbl AU TOBOPUAH, YTO IIOCAEAYETE 32 MHOM
XOTb Ha Kpayt cBeTa? VIAM 3TO ObIAM ITyCThIE CAOBA?

OH NOAHSAA IAa3a ¥ IPUCTAABHO TIOCMOTPEA Ha MeHs.

— Het. — BpipeprkaB AOAT'YIO Tay3y, KPOHIIPMHL] TsKe-
AO B3AOXHYA. — Sl TOTOB OTIIPaBUTbHCS 32 TOOOJ AQKE B aA-
CKOe MAAMA.

AyHHBIV CBeT, MaAQIOIINI U3 OKHA, pa3)XUraA B raa3ax
KaaAmcTo KxpacHble OTOHBKM. DTO OBIA B3TASIA XMIIHMKA,
KOTOPBIV IPECAEAYET AOOBIUY. A BEADb OH 1 IIPaBAQ KPOBO-
JKaAEH...

BpIcTpO OYHYBIINMCH OT TUITHO33, 51 TONIbITAAACDH BBIAEP-
HYTb 4 BTOPYIO AQAOHb, OAHAKO KPOHIIPMHI] AUIIb CUAb-
Hee CKaA ee V1 BHOBb 00€CCUAEHHO OIYCTUA TOAOBY Ha MO€
naeyo. HanpacHo s TBepalAa, UTO MHe TSDKEAO.

— YeMm TbI ceropHs 3aHMMaAACh? — CIIPOCUA OH, IIOTAQ-
JKMBasi MeHsI CBOEN YBECUCTOM Ipy0oil pyKo.

— MM... Hy... — f] 3aMellIKaAach, HO, MOHMMasd, 4TO Cea-
PUK B AIOOOM cAyYae AOKAAABIBaeT 000 BCeM KPOHIPUH-
11y, CO3HaAaCh: — bblAa Ha cOBelllaHMM MAaroB UMIIepaTop-
CKOT'O ABOpLIA.

— Bce nbiTaembcs mepeMectuTh apTedaKkThl C OCTPO-
BOB apxuneaara ApkuHa? — HEAOBOABHO OCBEAOMMACH
Kaaamucro.

14



Hy KoHeuHO, OH ObIA TPEKPACHO OCBEAOMAEH O MPOVIC-
xopsiieM. Peub maa 06 ockoakax 3epkaaa VcTuHsl, co-
OpaHHBIX Maramu.

— Kaxxercs, opHa ocoba AHM HalIpOAET AyMaeT AUIIb
TOM, KaK CIIaCTU KaKOro-To napHs:. V aTo B TO Bpems, Kor-
AQ ee BO3AIOOAEHHDIN MalleT CAOBHO IPOKASITHII!

— CmacTu ero — MOV AOAT, — CIIOKOJHO BO3pasuaa s.

— Sl mopy4mA 31O IPMABOPHBIM Maram.

— A uT0, ecau 51 eAMHCTBEeHHasI, KTO Bupea 3epkaao Vic-
TuHbI? K TOMY >)Xe Mapku3 beppaHAY — 3HAOLMI YeAOBEK,
KOTOPBII1 OYA€T BeCbMa ITI0AE€3€H FOCYAAPCTBY.

Kto0 ObI 3HaA, KaKye epeMeHbl IpuHeceT CMepTh VIBOH-
HBI 11 3aBeplleHye Urphl... MHe 6b1A0 )Xaab BuHTepa. O6-
Aapast He3aypsIAHOV Marm4eckoii CMAO¥, OH MOT ObI CTaTh
HaApeXxHoU onopont uMmneparopa Kaaaucro. Pasymeercs,
IPU YCAOBMM, YTO BOALIEOHMK OCTAACS B XUBBIX.

— Kaskercs, ero TaanaHThl KaHYAM B AeTy BMecCTe C 00-
AapaTteAeM! — A3BUTEABHO OTBeTUA KaaAancTo, He moOAO-
3peBas 0 XOA€ MOUX MBICAE.

— TlposiBUTe HEMHOIO TEPIMUMOCTY KaK OYAYIIMIl UM-
neparop! Ecau Obl He MapKK3, HaC ObI MOAXKAPUA U CAOTIAA
Apaxon! Heyskean 3a0b1a1?!

— «Hemnoro tepnumoctu»? Aa yx... — Kaaaucto
YCMeXHYACS U TYT Xe poob6aBuAa: — KcraTu, Ta posa! Kor-
AQ, 4ePT BO3bMU, OH yCIIeA ee niepepaTh?! Pa3Be He 51 ObIA
IIepBBIM, KOTO Thl BCTPeTMAQ, COEXaB M3 repLorCKOro
AoMa?

— Hy... BbI )Xe moHMMaeTe... — IOMEAAMAA 1.

KaaAucTo A0 cux nop He IOA03peBaa, UTo, cOeXaB B TOT
A€Hb, Koraa VIBoHHa pacKpbiAa CBOIO AUYHOCTb, 5 MEPBbIM
A€AOM HalpaBUAACh K BuHTepy.
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