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B CYMEPKAX

Y He cobpaj u BeTep Ty4W Hal TOPOIOM, UTO CTajio BAPYT
TaK TeMHO B Hamreii KomHate? Het. Bo3nyx sicen u Tux, Kak gaB-
HO yXe He OBLI0 B 3TU JIETHUE JHU, IIPOCTO MBI HE 3aMETIIIN, KaK
HaCTYITMJI Beuep. JIMIIb CIyXoBble OKOHIIA B JOME HAIPOTHUB €111e
VIIBIOAIOTCS HESIPKUM 0JIECKOM, a He0O HaJl KOHBKOM KPBIIIH Y3Ke
IIOAEPHYJIOCH 30JI0TOH AbIMKOM. Yac ocrajcs mo Houu. Bommre6-
HBI yac, 100 HET HUYEro UydecHel, yeM HabmoaaTh, Kak MeI-
JIEHHO OJIEKHYT M TOKPBIBAIOTCSI TEHSIMM KpacKM 3akKarTa, Kak
IMOBIMAETCS C IT0JIa MpaK, IMOoKa YepHEIE OECITyMHBIE ITOTOKH €T0
He 3axJIECTHYT CTeHBI U HE YBJEKYyT Hac BO TbMy. Korma B 3TOT
Yyac MoJIya MISIAMIIb Ha CUASIIEro MIPOTUB TeOs Apyra, HEBOJIbHO
KaxeTcs, YTO 3HAKOMOE JIMLIO, OAETOE TeHbIO, ITOCTapesio, CTaao
TAJIeKUM 1 9yKIBIM, CJIOBHO M HE OBLIO OJIM30CTH, CIIOBHO MEXIY
HaMH JierJia Jajib Toa0B U paccTossHuii. Ho Thl roBOpHIlib, YTO HE
X0YelTb MOJTYaHUSI, MO0 CITUIIKOM TSTOCTHO CJIYIIATh, KaK 4achl
pa3doMBaOT BpeMsI Ha COTHM OCKOJIKOB, KaK AbIXaHUE B THUIIMHE
CTAaHOBUTCSI TPOMKHUM, OyATO y 00JIbHOTO. THI XOYellb, YTOOBI
s1 pacckazan Tede yTo-Huoyab. OxotHo. O cebe s, npasaa, pac-
CKa3bIBaTh He OyIy, ITOTOMY UTO XKM3Hb Hallla B 3TUX HEOOBSITHBIX
ropogax 6emHa COOBITUSIMU, a MOXET ObITh, TaAK TOJIbKO KaXeT-
csl, 10O HaM He MaHO 3HaTh, UTO K€ 3/IeCh Ha CaMOM [IgJie Hallle.
Ho B 3TOT cyMepeuHEbIii Yac, KOTOPBIN JIIOOUT TOJILKO MOJTYaHUE,
1 paccKaxy Tede OIHy UCTOPHIO, U ObLI ObI pai, ecau 6 MHe yaa-
JIOCh IIPUBHECTHU B HEE YTO-TO OT TEILIOr0, MITKOTO, HEBEPHOIO
CBeTa CyMepeK, UbM TeHU MPOIUIbIBAIOT ceiluac 3a okHoM. He
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3Hal0, OTKy/Aa TpUIljia KO MHe 3Ta ucTopus. [ToMHIO TOJbKO,
YTO 51 CUOEN 3IeCh MOCIIEe MOMYIHS, JOJAT0 CHUAEN M YUTaJl KHUTY,
MOTOM YPOHMJI KHUIY Ha KOJIEHU W IMOTPY3UJICSI B MEUThI UJIH,
MOXET OBITh, B IpeMOTy. M mepemno MHOM BO3HUKIIU BOPYT Ka-
K1e-TO 00pa3bl, OHM CKOJIB3WJIN TI0 CTeHE, 1 S CJBIIIAJ UX PeUH,
3ar/sabIBajl B MX XKU3Hb. Ho Koraa s 3axoTes1 IpoBOAMTh BUIEHUS
B3IJISIIOM, COH OTJIETENI OT MeHsI, U OHU ucye3nu. Kaura jexana
Yy MOUX HOT. Sl IOmHSII ee, CTall OTHICKUBATh ITPOMEIbKHYBIIINE
00pa3bl 1 HUYETO He Hallles; CJIOBHO MCTOPHS 3Ta IIEpeKoUyeBaia
U3 KHUTY B MOY PYKH, a MOXET ObITh, €6 HUKOTIa TaM 1 He ObLIO.
MoxeT OBITh, ST BUAEI €€ BO CHE WJIM IIPOYE B OMHOM U3 IECTPBIX
00JIaKOB, YTO IPUIIIA K HAM CETOIHS M3 JaJbHUX CTPAaH 1 YHEC-
JIA TOXIb, TaK JOJITO BUCEBIIMI Haa ropoaoM. Wu s yciblian ee
B O€CXUTPOCTHOI CTapoii IecHe, KOTOPYIO 3aYHBIBHO IPOXPUIIC-
JIa IO MOMMM OKHaMM ImapMaHka? Mam MHe pacckasai ee KTo-
HUOynp MHOTO JieT Ha3an? He 3naro. [Tomo6HBIE MCTOpUM YacTo
SIBJISTIOTCSI MHE, 1 s TIPOIYCKaro MeX IajblieB XUTPOCILIETEHUS
cyne0, maxe He IbITasiCh CXBaTUTh UX: TaK IYTHUK, HE THITAsICh
COpBaTh, MUMOXOIOM JIACKAET KOJIOChSI WJIM IIBETHI HA BHICOKUX
crebssx. [TpocTo mepeno MHOI BAPYT BOZHUKAET pe3Kasi, MHOTO-
LIBETHAS KapTHHA, ST MBICJIEHHO CMSITYalo TOHA U IMHWUM, He yIep-
XuBasg HA4Yero. Ho ceromHst ToI X04eIb, YTOOHI 51 paccKas3ai Tebe
YTO-HUOYIb, X BOT TeIlepb, B 3TOT CYMEPEUYHBIH Yac, KOraa Iia3a
Halll TOMSITCSI B CEpO MOJyTEME 1O SIPKUM 1 KUBBIM KpacKaM,
s paccKaxy Tede CBOIO UCTOPUIO.

C vero HavaTh? Sl 9yBCTBYIO, YTO JOJKEH BHIPBATh M3 ThMBI
OIHO MTHOBEHUE, OHY KapTUHY U OIMH 00pa3, MO0 UMEHHO TaK
HAYMHAIOTCSI BO MHE STH IIPUXOTIUBEIE TPE3HI.

Bor s 1 BcmomumII. S BIXKY CTPOITHOTO MaslbuMKa, KOTOPHI
CITyCKaeTcsI o IITUPOKOI tecTHUle 3amKa. Ceityac HOUb, U JIyHa
CBETUT HESIPKO, HO 51 — CJIOBHO C ITOMOIIBIO OCBEILIEHHOTO 3ep-
Kajla — pa3jImyalo U KaxXaylo JIMHUIO eT0o TMOKOM (GUTYPHI, M KaK-
oy 4epty ero juna. OH yOIUBUTEIBLHO XOPOII COOOM: TIamKue
YepHbIE BOJIOCHI ITO-IETCKHU TaJaloT Ha BICOKUIA, faxke CIUIITKOM
BBICOKMIZ JI00, a pyKH, IPOCTEPTHIE BO TEME, YTOOBI OLIIYTUThH TEIl-
JIO HarpeToro COJIHIIEM BO3IyXa, OYeHb HEXHBI U KpacuBEl. OH
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WUIET He crema. 3aAyMYMBO COYCKAeTCSd OH B OOJBILION, LIyMs-
LM TMCTBOM cajl, Uepe3 KOTOPbIit OeIbIM MOCTOM MEPEeKUHYJIACh
LIUPOKas ajlies.

He 3Hato, Korma Bce 3TO MMPOUCXOIUT, TO JIX BYEpa, TO JIX MO~
BEKa Hasajl, He 3Halo I1e, HO CKopee Bcero B AHmmuy wiM B Iot-
JIAHAWM, TIOTOMY YTO JIMIIb TaM s BUAEN TaKUE BBICOKHE, CJIO-
>KEHHbIE U3 KaMEHHBIX INIbIO 3aMKM, KOTOpbIe U3[adn KaxKyTCs
TPO3HBIMU KPEMOCTIMMU U TOJbKO Teped B30POM MOCBIILIEHHOTO
MOKOPHO CKJIOHSIIOTCS K LIBETHHMKAM CBETJbIX canoB. [la, Tenepb
s1 3Hal0 HaBEepHSIKA; 110 IIPOMCXOIUT Ha ceBepe, B Illotnanmuu,
10O JIMIIb TaM JETHME HOUM TaK MpPO3payHbl, YTO HEOO MATOBO
no0JeCKUBaeT, TOYHO OMaj, a MoJisl HUKOTIa He TEMHEIOT, U BCE
Kak Obl CBETUTCS U3HYTPU MSTKUM CBETOM, U TOJIBKO TEHU, CJIOBHO
OIPOMHBbIE YepHbIE MITULIbI, OITYCKAIOTCS Ha OJIeAHbIE paBHUHKI. [a,
na, umeHHo IlloTnaHaus, Terepb S B 9TOM YBEPEH, COBEPIIEHHO
YBEPEH, 1, €CJIW HAIIPSIYb ITAMSITh, 51 BCIOMHIO JaXe MMSI MaJbuMKa
M Ha3BaHMe rpachCKOro 3amMKa, MOTOMY YTO TeMHas MejieHa, OKY-
TaBIlasi MOU COH, OBICTPO CIIafaeT, U BCe MPEACTaBIsIeTCSl MHE TaK
OTYETJIMBO, OYATO 3TO HE BBIMBICEN, a AEHCTBUTEILHOE COOBITHE.
ManpuuK Tprexall Ha JeTO IIOTOCTUTh K CBOeH 3aMyKHel cecTpe,
U Oarogapsi roCTEMPUUMCTBY 3HATHBIX aHTJIMACKKUX CEMENCTB —
OH 37eCh HE OAWH, MO BeuepaM BOKPYT CTOJA COOMpaeTcs Lea0e
OOIIECTBO: APY3bsl XO35MHA, OXOTHMKHU C XXEHaMHU, HECKOJbKO
MOJIOABIX AEBYILIECK, KPACUBBIX Y CTPOMHBIX, UX MOJIOJOE BECEIIBE
POXIAET B CTAPbIX CTEHAX PAJOCTHOE, HO HE ITYMHOE 3X0. JleHb-
JIEHbCKOI CKauyT JIOLIAAN, HOCSITCSI CBOPBI CO0AK, Ha peKe IooJie-
CKUBAIOT IBE WJIU TPU SIXThl — IIpa3aHoe, 0€33a00THOE OXKMBJIEHME
COOOLIACT PUTMY JHS MIPUSTHYIO OBICTPOTY.

Ho ceiiuac Beyep; Bce BCTaau M3-3a cToaa. My>XUMHBI CUIST
B 3aJi€, KypsIT, UTPalOT B KapThl. 1o r1ybOKON HOYM M3 BBICOKUX
OKOH TSIHYTCSI B TMapK OeJible, 3bI0KKe MO KpasiM CTOJIObI CBETa,
a MHOTJa CJIBIIIATCS B3pbIBbI TPOMKOI0 X0X0Ta. JIaMbl, KaKk 00ObIY-
HO B 3TO BpeMsl, pa3oILIMCh 10 CBOMM KOMHATaM, JIMIIb IBE-TPU
3a7epxKaauch Mo0OJITAaTh B BecTuO0J1e. M mosaToMy Manbuuk ceii-
yac MpeaocTaBieH camoMy cebe. K MyxkurmHaMm eMy IToKa Hesb3sl,
pas3Be UTO HEHAJO0Jro, a KeHIIWH OH caM u30eraet, udo Mopoi,
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€1Ba OH IPUOTKPOET IBEPb, OHU BAPYI MOHUXKAIOT TOJIOC, U OH
JOrafbIBAa€TCs, YTO peUb UIET O BEIIAX, KOTOPbIE EMY CIYILIATh HE
crnenyet. Jla 1 BOoOIIe OH HE JIIOOUT KEHCKOTO OOIIECTBA: KEH-
IIWHBI 321alI0T EMY BOTIPOCHI, KaK PEOEHKY, a OTBETHI ITPOITyCKAIOT
MUMO YIlIeii, OHY TTOCBLIAIOT €T0 C ThICSTYaMU MEJIKUX MOPYYEHU
U Oy1aromapsIT MOTOM, KaK ITOCTYIITHOTO MaJIbIIIa.

MaJibuuK COBCEeM OBLIIO HamyMal Jieub M YK€ TTIOTHSIICS K cebe
M0 BUHTOBOM JIECTHUIIE, HO B KOMHATE 0Ka3aJ0Ch CIMILIKOM Kap-
KO, TSDKKHMI BO3IYX JABUJT HEABIDKHOM TyXOTOHN. YTPOM T103a0bI-
JIU OIYCTUTb IITOPBI, XU COJIHIIE BCIACTh MOXO3IMHUYAIO 31ECh:
pas3orpesio CToJ, HaKaaujIo KpOBaTh, OTIOXHYJIO HA CTEHAX, U €TI0
>KapKoe AbIXaHWEe A0 CUX ITOp CTPYUTCS U30 BCEX YIJIOB U OT CKJIa-
IoK mopThep. K ToMy Xe ellle CoBCeM He ITO3IHO, 1 3a OKHOM,
CJIOBHO 0eJasi cBeua, OIJIbIBAET JIETHSISI HOUb, TaKasi MUpHasi, TU-
xasi, 6e3MsTexXKHa.

Bor noyemy ManpbuMK CHOBa CITyCKaeTCs IO BBICOKOM JieCT-
HUIIE 3aMKa B cajl, HaJ TEMHOM Yallieli KOTOporo, CIOBHO HUMO,
TYCKJIO CBETUTCS HEOO U KyJa MAaHUT €T0 MPSHBII apoMaTt He3pu-
MbIX 11BeTOB. CTpaHHO KaK-TO y Hero Ha ayire. EMy nsatHamnaTth
JIET, BCE €r0 YYBCTBA B CMSITCHUM, U OH HE MOXKET ITIOHSTh, OTYETO
Yy HEro Tak ApPOXar TyObl, CIOBHO OH MOJIKEH YTO-TO IIEMHYTh
HOYM, TMOO BO3AETh PYKHU, TUOO MOCTOSTh, 3aKPhIB I1a3a, CIOBHO
MEXIY HUM M 3TOU HEBO3MYTUMOM JIETHEM HOYbIO BOZHUKJIIN Tal-
HbI€ y3bI, 1 OHU TPeOYIOT CJI0B WM MPUBETCTBEHHOTO 3HaKa.

C mmpoKo OTKPBITON aJljIe MAJIbBYAK HETOPOITJIMBO CBOpa-
YMBAET Ha y3Kyl0 OOKOBYIO TPOIMHKY, [JIe BBICOKO Hall IOJOBOM
CIUIETAIOTCSI B TECHOM OOBSITMU CEPEOPUCThIE KPOHBI 1€PEBLEB,
a BHU3Y JIEXXUT TIyOOKUIA HOYHOU MpakK. He cIbIIIHO HU 3BYyKa.
Jlulib He mepenaBaemasi CJIOBaMM 3By4YHasl TMIIMHA caja, He-
YMOJIYHBIN JiemeT — OyATO OOXIEBbIE Karad MSTKO MaaaroT
B TpaBy WJIY TOHKWE OBLTMHKUA CO 3BOHKUM IIOPOXOM KacaroTcCs
JIpYT Apyra — BCTPeYaroT MajbynKa, MOJHOTO CAaAKOMA, HETTOHSIT-
Hoit Tpyctu. OH TO cjierkKa KOCHETCS JAepeBa, TO 3aMeIJIUT IIar,
MPUCIYIIMBAsICh K MUMMOJIETHBIM 3BYyKaM; IIalo4ykKa JaBUT JIOO,
OH CHUMAET €€, YTOOBI OLIYTUTh MPUKOCHOBEHUE COHHOTO BETEP-
Ka K CBOMM BUCKaM, I1Ie 3BEHUT pa3ropsiyeHHask KpoBb.
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Ho Bapyr, Korma oH elle gajablie YriyoJsercs BO TbMY, MPo-
HMCXOOUT HEUYTO HEMpeaBUACHHOE. 3a €ro CIMHON XPYCTUT Ipa-
BUIi, MAJIbUMK B UCIyre 000paynMBaeTcs U BUIUT, YTO K HEMY,
TpemneTHO Meplas, Mpuodauxkaercsl Beicokas Oenast ¢purypa; BOT
YK€ OHAa PSIIOM, M OH C yKacOM YYBCTBYET, KaK €ro KpemKo, HO
He BpaXIeOHO CTHUCKHMBAIOT XKEHCKME pyKM. Teroe, HeXHOe
TeJI0 BJIACTHO TPUXKUMAETCSI K HeMy, JieTKasl JagoHb TOPOII-
JIMBO CKOJIB3UT IO €r0 BOJOCaM, 3allpOKMABLIBAET €ro TOJIOBY;
OH YyBCTBYET, KaK JIbHYT K HEMY UYbM-TO yCTa, IOJYOTKPHITHIE,
CJIOBHO CHENBIA IJI0M, KaK YbM-TO ApOXKalliue I'yObl BIIMBAIOTCS
B ero ryonl. Uyxoe Juio Tak OJM3KO, YTO OH HE MOXET pa3riis-
IETh €T0 YepThl. 1 He cMeeT pas3risiabiBaTh, MOO APOXKb IIPOH3AET
€ro TakoM oCTpoii 0OJIbI0, YTO OH 3aKPbIBAET IJla3a U 0€3BOJIbHO
OTHAETCS YYKUM TbIJIAIOIINM Ty0aM; pyKHU ero HepelluTesbHO,
HEyBEpPEHHO, pOOKO, CJIOBHO BOIPOILIAsl, KACaloTCs YyKOro Tefa,
U, BHE3aIIHO ONbSIHEHHbIN, OH NpUXUMAET ero K cebe. ZKagHo
MPOOETarT ero pyKu 1Mo MIATKUM JTUHUSIM, 3aMEIIKaIOTCSI Ha MUT,
B3JIPOTHYT U CIlellaT Aajblie, ellle B3BOJIHOBaHHEMN U Xkapye. Eie
CHJIbPHEE HaJleraeT Ha HETO YyXK0e TeJIO, YK€ BCeli CBOEH TSKEeCThIO
IOKOUTCS OHO Ha ero MoAaTAuBoi rpyau. Ybe-To MpephIBUCTOE,
TsKeJIoe AbIXaHUE YBJIEKAeT ero, KIOHUT K 3eMJje, U OH MaJaeT
Ha KosieHW. OH HY O YeM He AyMaeT — HU O TOM, OTKyAa MpHIllIa
K HEMY 3Ta XEHIIIMHA, HU O TOM, KaK €€ 30BYT; He OTKpbIBasl IJ1a3,
MBbET OH XXeJJaHUE C 3TUX apOMAaTHO-BJIAXXHBIX T'y0 U OTHAeTCs BCe-
COKpyLIaloIIeil cTpacTu, 0€3BOJIbHBIN, 0€30yMHBIN, YITOCHHBINA.
Emy uynutcsi, 6yaTo 3Be31bl BAPYT PUHYIMCH C HEOOCBOJA — TaK
MepIIaeT BCe Mepel Irna3amMu, TaKk UCKPUTCS, TOPUT BCE, YETO OH
HU KocHeTcs. Y1 oH He 3HaeT, CKOJIbKO 3TO IJIUTCS, Yachl JIv, ce-
KYHIIBI JIM, HE pa3MBIKaeTCs MsITKast, THOKasl 1IeITh — BCE CTOpaeT
B OyiIHOM IIJITaME€HU CTPAacTHOI 0OpBLOBI, U HA CMEHY IPUXOAUT
OJaxkeHHast uCToMa.

Ho BHe3amHo kapkas Lenb pBeTcs. Pe3ko, mo4yTu 37100HO
BBICBOOOXIAET OHA €r0 CAABICHHYIO IPYAb, KEHIIIHA BBIIIPSIM -
JISIeTCSI, U BOT YXe OEIJIbIA OeNblil JTyd CKOJB3UT 10 AEPEBBIM
W MCcUe3aeT, Mpexiae YeM MaJlbyMK ycrneBaeT MPOTSIHYTb PYKHU
U CXBAaTUTh €TO.
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Kto »10 0B11? CKONBKO 3TO mpojoikaiaoch? Jlepxach 3a
CTBOJI Je€peBa, OH BCTaeT, pacTepsIHHbIM U OrIylleHHbI. Men-
JICHHO BO3BpalllaeTCsl B pa3ropsYeHHBIA MO3T Tpe3Basi MBICIb,
eMy KaxeTcs, YTO XXM3Hb €ro Cpa3y yMuajach Ha THICSYM YacoOB
Brepen. Heyxenn cranm sIBbIO BCe €70 CMSITEHHBIE MEUTHI O XKEH-
muHax, o 1o68u? Mau 310 ToabKO eMy mpucHUIoch? OH KacaeT-
csl pyKaMHU CBOETO TeJla, IepraeT ceds 3a BoJIOCH. Jla, Ha BUCKax,
IJIe TIIyXO CTYYMT KPOBb, KOXa BJIaXKHASI, BIaXXHASI U XOJI0IHAS OT
POCHCTOM TpaBhI, TYOBl CHOBA TOPST, OH BIBIXae€T HEIIPUBBIYHBIMI
XPYCTKMI apoMarT >X€HCKOTO ILUIaThsl, OH MILET B MaMSITU KaXI0e
cKazaHHOe cJIoBo. Ml He HaxoouT HU OIHOTO.

TyT OH cO cTpaxoM BCIIOMMHAET, YTO OHA HAYETO HE TOBOPH-
Jla, YTO OHa Jaxke He Ha3Baja ero MMEHHU, YTO OH 3HAET TOJIbKO
ee CyIOPOXHBIE B3IOXM, W TJIyXHe BCXJIMITBIBAHUS BCEBIACTHOM
cTpacTu, OJ1aroyxaHue ee pacChIIIaBIIMXCs BOJIOC, M TOpsTIee IIPH-
KOCHOBEHUE ee Tpyau, 1 papdopoByIO TIIATKOCTh €€ KOXH, 3HaeT,
YTO €€ TeJO, €€ AbIXaHUE, BCE €€ TPENEeTHOEe CYILEeCTBO MpUHAI-
JIeXKajio eMy, HO He 3HaeT, KTO OHa, 3Ta KEHIIWHA, b JTI0O0Bb
HacTuUrIa ero Bo TbMe. OTHBIHE €My IPHUAETCS OIIYIThbIO OTBICKM -
BaTh UMs1, YTOOBI 00JI€Yb B CJIOBA CBOE U3YMJIEHUE U CBOE CUACThE.

M TO HEMTOCTIZKMMOE, YTO OH TOJIBKO YTO MEPEXIII B O0OBATUSIX
>KEHIIMHBI, BAPYT KaXeTCS eMy YOOTHM Y HUYTOXHBIM PSIIOM CO
CBEpPKAIOIIECH TaHOM, Yeil MaHSIIUIA B30p YCTPEMJIEH HAa HETO
un3 Mpaka. KTo oHa, 3ta xxeHmuHa? OH JMXOpagouyHo Mepedupa-
€T B YM€ BO3MOXHbBIC pa3ragky, IPUIIOMUHACT JINIIA BCEX KEH-
IIMH, XUBYIIUX ceiidac B 3aMKe, BRIMCKMBAET B MaMSITH KaxXI0e
HEeoOBIYHOE MTHOBEHHUE, KaXIblii pa3roBop, KaxIylo YIbIOKY TeX
IISITA WJIW IECTH, 9YTO MOTYT OBITh IPUYACTHEHI K TaliHe. He Moio-
nas i rpadpuHSa 3., Ta, KOTOpas YaCTEHHKO B3IOPHUT CO CBOUM
ctapetomiuM MyxeM? He roHast 1y XeHa ASIIIONIKM, Y KOTOPOM
Takye KPOTKHE U B TO X€ BpeMsI YIUBUTEIBHO O30pHEIC Tj1a3a?
W — 5Ta MBICTB ITyTaeT ero — WA OJHA U3 TPeX CecTep, €ro
Ky3VH, TaKMX TOPABIX, CAEP:KaHHBIX M HENpUCTYynHBIX? Het, 3TO
HEBO3MOXHO, BCE OHM ITOHENb3S1 XOJOMAHBI U PAaCCyIUTEIbHBI.
IlocnemHue rombl, KOrga TaliHBIE MEUYTHI Hadau oOypeBaTh €ro
U BTOPTraThCs B €T0 CHOBUICHMS, OH IIOPOM CUMTAIl cebs1 00Ib-
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HBIM U OTBEPKEHHBIM, U KaK € 3aBMI0Bajl OH BCEM, KTO MOT
OBITh MJIM Ka3aThCSl TAKMM CIIOKOMHBIM, TAKMM HEBO3MYTHUMBIM,
TaKMM O€CCTPaCTHBIM, KaK CTPAIIUJICS, CJIOBHO TSKKOTO HEAyra,
CBOMX TpoOyxXaaoIuxcs xeaanui! A renepb?.. Ho ubs ke, 4bs
K€ BHEIITHOCTh MOIJIa TaK 0OMaHyTh ero?

Haps13unBebIil BOIpoc Majio-noMajly TaCUT BOJIHEHUE B KPOBH.
VXe 1Mo31HO, B 3aJie MOTYIIEHBI OTHU, BO BCEM 3aMKe€ HE CITUT
TOJIBKO OH — OH Ja ellle, MOXeT ObITh, OHa, Hey3HaHHas. He3a-
METHO ITOAKPaIbIBAaeTCs YCTANOCTh. K yeMy majbliie JoMaThb rojio-
By? beriblii B3IJIsIa U3-MOI OMYIIEHHBIX PECHUILI, TallHOE IToXKa-
THE PYKU 3aBTpa BCE €My OTKPOIOT. 3ayMUNBO TTOAHUMAETCS OH
I10 JIECTHUIIE, TaK K€ 3aIyMIMBO OH CITYCKAJICS I10 HEli, TaK XKe —
U COBCEM, COBCeM MHaue. BoaHeHUe B KPOBU ellle He 10 KOHIIa
yJIETJIOCh, M HarpeTasi COJHIEM KOMHAaTa KaXeTcsl eMy Teleph
CBEXEN 1 MPOXJIATHEMN.

HayTtpo, nmpoCcHYBIINCH, OH CIBIIINT, KaK 01 OKHaMU (bIp-
KalT U OBIOT KOIBITAMM JIOIIAAH, CABIIIAT CMEX, CJIBILIUT CBOE
nms. OH BCKaKMBAeT C MOCTEIM — 3aBTPaK OH YXe BCE PaBHO
Ipocmaj, — TOPOIUIMBO ONEBACTCS M CTPEMIJIAB MUUTCS BHM3,
IJIe €70 BCTPeUaloT BeceJbIMU ITyTKaMU. «COHSI-3aCOHSI», — CMe-
ercs rpacduHs 3., T7a3a ee UCKPATCI OT cMmexa. 2KamHbIi B3I
3alep>KUBaeTCs Ha ee JIMIIe: HeT, HeT, 3TO He OHAa, YK CIIUIIKOM
6e33a00THO OHa cMmeeTcsd. «ClagKo Crajaoch?» — TMOAIITYYNBAET
XKeHa ASIIOIKH, HO €€ CTaH KaXeTCsl €My CIIMIIIKOM BO3IYIITHBIM.
A BompoIIAOIIWI B3MJISIA MYUTCS AaNbIlle OT JIMIA K JIUILY, HO
HUILJE, HUTOE, HUTOE HEe CUsEeT eMy HaBCTpedy OTBETHAS YJIbIOKA.

Enyt Ha nporynky. OH XaIHO JJOBUT YXOM KaXIblii 3ByK TO-
Jioca, JIOBUT TJa3aMM KaXIbI M3rM0 Tena, Kaxaoe TBUXKEHUE
IMOKAYMBAIOIINXCS B CEIUIe BCAIHMII, IIOACTEPEraeT KaXIbIid 10-
BOPOT TOJIOBBI, KAXIBIN B3Max pyKHU. 3a 00eI0M OH KaK MOXHO
OMvke HaKJIOHSIETCS K CBOE coOecemHuIle, YTOObI BIOXHYTh
apoMar ee ry0, Teruioe 01aroyxaHue BoJIOC, HO HUYTO, HUYTO He
SIBJIIET €My XKeJIaHHOTO 3HaKa, He OTKPBIBAET JaXKe MUMOJIETHOTO
cliena, o KOTOpOMY MOIJIM Obl YCTPEMUTHCS €ro pa3ropsiYeHHbIE
MbICTH. JleHb HecKOHUaeMo nojor. Korma oH OGepeTcs 3a KHUTY,
CTPOYKM IIepeIUBAIOTCS Yepe3 Kpail CTpaHUIIbI M BAPYT YHOCST
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€ro B cajl, 1 CHOBAa HOYb, YIMBUTEJIbHASI HOUb, M CHOBA XXapKasl
LIeTIb OOBSITUI CMBIKA€TCSI BOKPYT Hero. M, BHIIIYCTUB KHUTY U3
JIpOXalllUX PyK, OH CIIELIUT K npyny. Ho Bapyr, HeoxXuaaHHO 1JIsd
cebs1, ¢ MCITyTOM JaKe, 3aMeyaeT, 9YTO CTOUT Ha TOM XKe TPOITMHKE,
Ha TOM Xe MecTe. 3a YXKMHOM €T0 JIUXOPAauT, pyKH HEYBEPEHHO
OJIyXIaloT Mo CKaTepTH, CJIOBHO MX YTO-TO TOHUT, TJla3a 00s3-
JINBO TIPSYyTCSI TIOJ ONMYIIEHHBIMU BeKamu. Korma ocrajibHEIE
OTOJBUTAIOT, HAKOHEII-TO OTOIBHUTIAIOT CTYJIbS M BCTAIOT M3-3a
CTOJIa, OH C YyBCTBOM HECKa3aHHOIO 00JIErYeHUS MOKUIAET KOM-
HaTy M MuyuTCcAa B napk. ITo Oenoit TponumHKe, KOTOpasi, CIOBHO
MOJIOUHBIN TyMaH, MepILacT y HeTO IO HOTaMM, XOIWT OH B3aj
U BIIEPE. IeCSITh, CTO, THICAYY pa3. 3aXIJIMCh I OTHH B 3aie? [a,
HAKOHEII-TO 3aXIJIMCh 1 HAKOHEI-TO CITyIIEHbI IITOPHI B OKHAX
BTOPOTO 3Taxka. 3HAYUT, JaMbl pa3oIUINCh IO CBOMM KOMHATaM.
CunTaHble MUHYTHI OCTAJIMCh IO €€ IPUX0Ja, €CJIM TOJbKO OHA
MIPUIET, HO TeIephb Kaxmasi MUHYTa A0 Ipeaesia HaloJHEHA XTy-
YyUM HeTepreHueM. VM cHoBa B3an W BIlepel, B3aa U BIepel Me-
YeTcs OH, CJIOBHO €ro AepraloT 3a HeBUAUMbIC HUTH.

Ho 1yT o cTymneHsIM 1eCTHULILI CTPEMUTEIbHO cberaeT Genast
(urypa, yepecuyp CTpeMUTEIbHO, YTOOBI MOXHO OBLIO Yy3HaTh,
KTo 3T0. OHa CJIOBHO JIyd JIYHEI, CJIOBHO 3a0bITasi KEM-TO Byallb,
KOTOpasl TpemelieT MeX IepeBheB, TOHMMAS BETPOM, OHAa BCE
omke, OIIKe, M BOT yXKe OHa OpocaeTcsl B 0OOBITHS MaJbuMKa,
U PYKU €T0 XXaJTHO, MEPTBOI XBAaTKOM, CMBIKAIOTCSI BOKPYT €€ pa3-
rops;taeHHOro 6erom Tena. Kak u Buepa, B TOT MUT, KOIIA TEILIast
BOJIHA HEOXKMIAHHO OO/IAET €ro Ipylb, OH €l1Ba HE TePSIET CO3HA-
HHUE U XaXIeT TOJIbKO OMHOTO — YTOOBI TEMHBII MOTOK CTPAaCcTH
MOJIXBAaTUJI M YHEC ero 3a coboii. Ho yrap BHe3aIltHO pacceuBa-
€TCs, OH CAEPXKMBaeT CTPACTHHINM IOpHIB. Her, Her, TONMBKO He
MO3BOJIUTD €l OOYPMaHUTh Ce0s1, TOJIbKO HE OTIAThCS STHUM XKa-
HBIM yCTaM, ITOKY/la OH He Y3HAaeT, KaKoe MMsI HOCUT 3TO CYIIe-
CTBO, Yb€ TEJIO IIPUKAIOCh K HEMY TaK TECHO, UTO KaxXeTcs, OyATO
qyxKoe cepuie ObeTcs B ero coocTBeHHOM rpynu! OH yKIIOHSETCS
OT ToLeysl, YTOOBI pa3IIsiAeTh TAMHCTBEHHbIE YEPThl, HO TE€HU
MMajamT Ha e JIMILIO U CIUBAIOTCS B HEBEPHOM CBETE C TEMHBIM
opeoJioM Bojioc. Yepecuyp IycTo CIUIETUCh BETBU IEPEBLEB, Ue-
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pecuyp HespoK CBeT 3alepHyToro obiakaMu mecdaua. OH BUIUT
TOJIBKO CUSTHHE IJIa3 — JBa CaMOIIBETa, OIPaBICHHBIE B TYCKIIO
Mo0JIeCKMBAIOIINIA MPaMop.

OH X04YeT YCHBIATh XOTh OAHO CJIOBO, XOTh 3BYK €€ roJjoca.
«KTO THI, CKaXu, KTO THI?» — TpebyeT oH. Ho 3TOT BiIakHBIN
MSTKUIA POT OTBEYAET TOJIbKO MOLETYSIMU, CJIOB Y HETO HET. XOTh
OBl CJI0BO UCTOPTHYTh U3 HETr0, XOTb Obl KpUK 00u! OH CTUCKU-
BaeT 3aIlsICThe HE3HAKOMKHM, OH BIIMBAaeTCS HOTTSIMHU B TEJIO, OH
CJIBIIIUT TOJIBKO TSDKKME B3I0XU HAIIPSITIICHCS TPYIH, U Topsdee
NIbIXaHUe, U 3HOU YIIPSIMO COMKHYTBIX I'Y0, KOTOPBIE JIMIIb U3PEI-
Ka THUXO 3aCTOHYT — OT 0O0JIM WJIM OT CTPacTu, OH He 3HaeT. Ero
CBOIUT C yMa MBICJIb O TOM, YTO OH O€CCUJICH Mepel ee YIPSIMOit
BOJIEl, UTO 3Ta 13 ThMbI BO3HUKIIIAS XEHILMHA OEpeT ero, He OT-
KpbIBas1 cebs1, 4yTo, 001amast 0e3rpaHUYHOM BJIACTBIO HAJ €€ aldy-
LM TeJIOM, OH He MOXET OBJIaleTh ee MMeHeM. | HeB oXBaThIBaeT
€ro, OH YKJIOHSIETCSI OT OOBSITHI, HO OHA, II0YYBCTBOBAB BSJIOCTh
OOHMMaAIOIIUX €€ PYK U €r0 TPEBOTY, JIACKOBO, Ipa3HsIIIe TPEIUIET
ero Boyiochl. I TyT, KOrma Majiblbl €€ KacarmTcs ero rojaoBbl, OH
BIPYT CJIBIIINT, KaK YTO-TO METAJUIMIECKOE THUXO 3BSIKACT y €ro
J10a: OpeJIoK MM MOHETKa, TToABellIeHHas K ee OpacieTy. MrHo-
BEHHAs1 MBICJIb OCEHSIeT €ro. byaTo B IOpbIBE UCCTYILUIEHHOM
CTpacTH, OH IPIKMMaeT K cebe ee KUCTh TaK, YTO MOHETa IIy-
00KO BIIMBAeTCs B €ro IojyoOHaxkeHHYyI0 pykKy. Clieq ocTaHeTCs
HaBepHsIKa, W, YYBCTBYs, KaK FOPUT KOXa, OH JaeT cede BOJIIO;
OH IIPUKUMAET K ce0e ee Telo, MbET XKeaaHue ¢ ee ryd, Opocaercs
04epTsI TOJIOBY B TAMHCTBEHHBII OMYT O€3MOJIBHOTO BOXICICHUSI.

A TIOTOM, KOTIJa OHa, TOYHO KaK BUepa, BHE3aITHO BCKaKUBAET
U yOeraet npoyb, OH He MbITAeTCs yaepxXaTb ee — eMy He Tep-
IUTCS pas3IJISIAeTh 3alevaTJeHHBINM Ha eTo pyKe 3HaK. OH MYUTCS
K cebe, BBIKpyYMBaeT (UTWIb TYCKJIO TOPSIIEN JIaMIIbl; JaMIia
BCIIBIXMBAET IPKMUM OTHEM, M TOTJA OH >KaJHO BIIUBAETCS Iia3aMu
B CJIE/l, OCTaBJIEHHBIA MOHETOM.

Cnen yXe HEMHOTO IIOOJIEK, OYepTaHMSI pas3lIamMINCh, HO
OJIMH YTOJI BAAaBJIEH ITyOOKO, M OTYETIMBO BUIHBI KPACHbBIE JIU-
HuM. MoHeTa He KpyrJjas, OHa, TOKHO ObITh, BOCBMUYTOJIbHAS,
1 He OYeHb OO0JIbIast, IPUMEPHO C IIEHHU, HO 00Jice BBIYKJIas,
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TIOTOMY UTO Ha PYKE €Ille COXPAHUIACh SIMKa, COOTBETCTBYIOIIAS
BBINYKJIOCTU. OTHEM TOPUT cjied, KOTOPBIM OH TaK XamaHO pac-
CMaTpMBaeT, U BAPYT HAYMHAET 00JIeTh, KaK CBeXKasl paHa, U TOJIb-
KO KOTZIa OH OITyCKaeT PYKY B XOJIOJHYIO BOMY, X KEHUE TTPOXO-
IUT. bpeaoK BOCEMHUYTOJIbHBIN — TENeph Y HETO He OCTaJI0Ch HU
MaJIeIIMX COMHEHU. B35/ ero cBeTUTCS TOp:KeCTBOM. 3aBTpa
OH BC€ y3HaeT.

Ha apyroe yTpo oH sIBAsIeTCS K CTOJY OOAHUM M3 mepBbiX. OH
3aCTaeT TOJIbKO HEMOJIOAYIO IEBUILY — T'OCThIO, CBOIO CECTPY M I'pa-
¢unio B. Ipyrux nam mnoka HeT. HactpoeHue y Bcex oTMEHHOE,
OHM pa3roBapuBaloT, He oOpallas Ha Hero BHUMaHus. TeM yno0-
Hee eMy Ha0OMomaTh. Ero B3MIsiH TOPOIUIMBO CKOJIB3UT I10 Y3KOMY
3aIIsICThIO TpaMHU: OHA HE HOCUT Opacjieta. Temepb OH MOXET
CIIOKOWHO pa3roBapyBaTh C HEM, HO IIa3a ero TO W JIEJ0 HeTepIie-
JIMBO obpalliatoTcs K aBepsiM. BoT cpasdy BXOOST BCE TPpU CECTPHI,
ero Ky3uHbl. BoiHeHue CHOBa OXBAaThIBAE€T €ro. Y KaXXIou Iof
JUIMHHBIM PYKaBOM MOXHO pa3JIM4UTh OuyepTaHMs Opaciera, HO
OHM CJIMILKOM OBICTPO CaisTCs, M Kak pa3 MpoTUB Hero: Kurru
C KaIlITAaHOBBEIMM BoJIocaMU, OeJlokypasg Mapro n Dnm3aber, ybKn
BOJIOCHI TaK CBETJIbI, UTO B TEMHOTE OHU OTJIMBAIOT cCepeOpoM, a Ha
CoJIHIIE — 30J10TOM. Bee Tpu, Kak Bcerna, caep>KaHHbI, MOTYAIMBbI
¥ HETIPUCTYITHEL. Bee Tpy 3acThUT B CBOEH YOIIOPHOCTH, M 3TA YO-
IIOPHOCTh HEHABUCTHA €MY: BeIb TOIaMK OHU JIUIITb HEMHOTO CTap-
1lIe ¥ HECKOJIbKO JIET Ha3ad ObUIM €ro CBEPCTHUIIAMU I10 UTPaM.
IOnas xeHa I9mI0NIKY ellle He MosBisaachk. Bce TpeBoxXHee ObeT-
cs cepllie MaJIbUuMKa, IIOTOMY YTO pas3rajaka Tak 0Ju3Ka, U BAPYT
MyuYMTeJIbHAs TaliHa CTAHOBUTCS MOYTU nopora eMmy. Ho B3risig
€ro Mo-TIPeXHEMY C JIIOOOMBITCTBOM OJIy>XAAaeT BAOJb Kpasl CTOJA,
Ha OCJICIIUTEIbHOI Oe/M3He KOTOPOTro PYKH KEHIIWH JIeXaT CIT0-
KOWHO WJIM He CITeIa CKOMB3SIT, CJIOBHO KOPAOJIM 1O CBEpKAIOIIEH
m1aay 3aavBa. TOMbKO PyKU BUAUT OH, U BHE3aITHO €My KaxeTcsl,
YTO OHM CYILIECTBYIOT CaMU IO ceOe, TOYHO CLIEHUYECKHME MePCo-
HaXXM, KaxXIblil CO CBOEM KM3HbIO U cBoeil ayinoii. [Touemy Tak
CTYy4YuT B BUcKax? Bce Tpy Ky3MHBI HOCAT OpacieThl, C y>KacoM 3a-
MeuaeT MaJIbuMK, U TIPY MBICJIM, YTO OJHA 13 3TUX BHICOKOMEPHBIX,
BHEIITHE O€3yIPEeYHbIX KEHIIMWH, KOTOPHIE MaXe B HETCKHUE TOIbI
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JIePXKaICh C 3aHOCUMBOI HEIIPUCTYITHOCTBIO, MOXET OKa3aThCs
TOI1 HE3HAKOMKOM, ero oxBaTbiBaeT cMsteHue. Kro xe u3 Hux?
KutTr, KoTopyto oH 3HaeT He TaK XOpOoIllo, IIOTOMY YTO OHa camasi
crapiias, pe3kass Mapro win miuaniias, Damn3zadet? OH gaxke He
CcMeeT IoXeJaTh, YTOOEI 3TO 0OKa3anach omHa n3 Hux. OH Jaxe Xo-
YeT B TJIyOMHE OYIIW, YTOOBI 3TO OBIT KTO-HMOYIb APYroi, WK
MYCTb OH, MO KpaitHeil Mepe, He 3HaeT 00 a3ToM. Ho kenaHue pas-
rajgaTh TaliHy OKa3bIBAacTCS CUIbHEE.

— Kuttu, Haneit MHe, moxanyiicTa, elie Jalo.

T'onoc ero 3ByuMT Tak, OyaTO y HEro mepiuT B ropie. OH Mo-
naeT KUTTH IyCTyIo YaliKy, Terepb el IpUAaeTCs MOTHITh PYKY
U IIPOTSIHYTH ee 3a JaIIKoli yepe3 Bech cTojl. BoT oH BumuT Ope-
JIOK, MMOKAaYMBAIOIIUIACS Ha 1IENI0YKe, M pPyKa ero Ha MUT 3aMMpa-
eT. Het, 3T0 KpyIUIBIii 3eJIeHBII KaAMEHb, HEXXHO IMOCTYKMBAKOIIIIA
o dapdop. B3misaa ero 6JaronapHo M HEXXHO — Kak IOLIEAYid —
CKOJIB3UT IO TEMHBIM BosiocaM KutTu.

OH TsKeJIO IEPEBOAUT AbIXaHUE.

— Mapro, 6yab Tak 100pa, repegail MHe caxap.

BcerpenenyBiuch, y3kasi pyka BBITSITUBaeTCsl, OepeT ceped-
PSIHYIO caxapHUILY M IepenaeT eMy. M TyT oH BUAUT — pykKa ero
B3AparuBacT OT HEOXMIAHHOCTH — TaM, e 3aIlsICThe MPSTYeTCs
IO pyKaB, ¢ TOHKO CIUICTEHHOTO OpacjieTa CBHCAeT CTapUHHAs
cepeOpssHasE MOHETKa, BOCbMUYTOJIbHAsI, BEJIMUYMHOM C II€HHHU,
IIOJKHO OBITh, Kakasi-HUOyIb ceMmeliHas penuksus. Ho y sToit
PEIMKBUU BOCEMb OCTPHIX VIJIOB, T€X CAMBIX, UTO BUepa OTIIeYa-
TaJMCh Ha ero Koxe. Pyka MajpunKa IpoXWT, OH HUKaK He MO-
>K€T CITIPABUTHCS CO LIUIMIIAMU, TIOTOM HaKOHeIl OpocaeT B YalllKy
KYCOK caxapa, HO BEIITUTh Yaii 3a0bIBaeT.

Mapro! ms roputr Ha ero rydax, TOTOBOE COpPBAaThCs BO3-
IJ1acoM 0e3MEpPHOIO YAUBJIEHHUs, HO OH CTMCKHBaeT 3yObnl. OHa
YTO-TO TOBOPUT, — KAKMM UYKUM KaXKeTCsI €€ TOJIOC, CIIOBHO 3BY-
YUT OH HE 3a CTOJIOM, a C TPUOYHBI, POBHBII, XOJIOMHBIN, ClIeTKa
HACMEIUINBBIA U TaKOM CHOKOMHBINA, YTO MaJb4YMK 9yTh HE CO-
JIporaeTcs nepen ee Bonuiolieil danbiibio. Heyxenn 3To oHa —
Ta camas XCHIIMHA, YbM CTOHBI OH 3arjIyllajl ITOLeIyeM, YbH
BJIaXXHBIE TyOBl BIMBAJIMCh B €r0 TyOBI, Ta XXEHIIIMHA, KOTOpas,



