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Ihaga 1

[0e-mo 6 Bpumanuu, 1842 200

Ectb TeMbl, Ha KOTOPBIE B IPUIMYHOM OOIIIECTBE TOBOPUTD
He MpUHATO, U Jieau Toposa 6JaropayMHO HE pacIpocTpa-
HSJIACh O TOM, YTO ITATAajla CHJIBHEUIIIYIO HENPUSI3Hb K ABYM
BelllaM: K MY>XbSIM U — B UyTh MEHbILIECH CTEIEHU — K OpeH N,
M Bce Xe oHa pelmia, 4To KTO-TO, IIPO3HAB IIPO €€ CEKpeT,
2KeCTOKO Haa HeW IMOMIIYTWI: MPU IIPOOYXKIEHUM OHA BAPYT
TOYYBCTBOBaJIa TOIIHOTBOPHBIN 3amax OpeHAu W TEeIUio MpU-
JKaBIIErocs K Heil Teja, Co BCell OUYEBMIHOCTHIO IIpUHAIJIC-
JKaBIIIETO JIMIY MY>KCKOTO T10J1a.

Jlenn Toponn oBnagen ctpax. Ha yM He mpuXomwio HU
OIHOTO Pa3yMHOIO OOBSICHEHMS ITpoucxoismemy. Hu pasy
3a BCE CBOM JBaAlaTh IIECTh JET JAaXKe He MOINpoOdoBaB OpeH-
I BBUIY CTOMKOTO OTBpaIllcHMsI K 3araxy 3TOro HaIlMTKa,
JI>KOpIKeTT, OKa3bIBAaeTCsI, IIPOCIajia BCIO HOYb Ha IIPOCThI-
HSIX, KOTOpbIe, HAlO AyMaTbh, B OpeHAM BbhIMauuBaiu. Ilpu-
OTKPBIB OIWH TIj1a3, JXKOpIKeTT B yxace yoeamaach. KOMHa-
Ta, B KOTOPOM OHa MPOCHYJach, eii coBceM He 3HakKoma. OHa
MOMBITAJIACH OTOPBAThH IOJIOBY OT MOAYIIKM — M 3aCTOHaja OT
HEBBIHOCUMOI TOJIOBHOI1 00JIN.

OnHako rojioBa ee, XOoTh U 00Jjiejia HelllagHOo, BCEe XKe Koe-
4yTO cooOpaxaina. JI>KopmKeTT BOPYr BCIIOMHIJIA, YTO MYX €€
BOT Y€ JBa rojia Kak ymep.



Mexny TeM MyX4rHa, K KOTOPOMY OHa JiexKajla CIIMHOM,
MOTSIHYJICSI, 00XBaTUJI €€ 3a TaJIUIO U IOABMHYII K cede. U Tor-
na JIXKOpIKETT MOHsIa, YTO 3TOT My>KUMHA BO30YXAECH, MpU-
YyeM — JI0 KpaifHOCTH. I3KOPIXKETT OTKphLIa BTOPOI I71a3 U B
HEIOYyMEHMM yCTaBMJIACh HA OOHMMABIIYIO €€ 3a TAJIMIO MY-
CKYJIUCTYIO MYXCKYIO pyKy. Ha MrHoBeHue eii mpuiiuia B To-
JIOBY 0e3yMHasi MBICJIb 3aKPbITh IVIa3a W IIPUTBOPUTHCS CIIsI-
ILIE#, HEXXacCh B TETUIbIX MYXKCKUX OOBSITHSIX, HO HE yCIiela OHA
00 5TOM IToAyMaTh, KaK ApyTasi MbICJIb, O0JIee Tpe3Basi, 110100~
HO passiileMy KyJaky mpodujia COHHYIO Ofypb.

Yro oHa fenaeT TyT, B 9TOM Uy>KOi KOMHaTe, B 4y>KOil To-
crenmn? B moctenu ¢ He3HaKoMIIEM!

C rynko OprommmMcst cepaueM JKopaKeTT BBICBOOOIMIIACH
M3 LETKUX OOBITUI 4YyXKakKa 1, JaBUPYS MEXIY YCBIIaBIIM-
MM TI0JI OCKOJIKAMHU OYTBIOYHOTO CTEKJIa M pa30poCcaHHOM 1Mo
IOJIy OHIEXHO, OpocwiIach K IMPUOTKPEITOMY OKHY. CKopee
BIOXHYTb CBexXero Bo3myxa! CIpaBUBIINCH C TTAaHMKOM, OHa
o0OBeJjia B3MISIAOM KOMHATY.

Ileppst O moBcioxy. Ha mony. Ha mebenm. Ha Heid!
B yxace ot 3akpaBlIerocst Hogo3peHusi, YTO B 3TOM KOMHATe,
MOoKa OHa craja, 3ape3aiu rycs, JKopIxeTT 3aKpblia IJ1a3a u
MBICJIEHHO B3Momiack: «[1ycTh Bce MCUe3HET KaK COH, KOrma
s1 CHOBa OTKPOIO IJ1a3a».

VBbI, uyna He npousouuio. IIbiTasich MpoOpaThCs K IIKa-
dy, BBIJISIIEBILIEMY TaK, CJIOBHO MepexKU BOCCTaHUE SIKOOY-
TOB, KOpIXKETT CIIOTKHYJIACh 000 YTO-TO M €1Ba HE yIania,
CXBaTUBIINMCH 3a ABEPhb rapaepoda, OONTABIIYIOCSI Ha OTHOM
MeTie.

HecMoTpst Ha MOIHSATHIM €10 TPOXOT, MY>XKYMHA B KpOBa-
TH TIPOJIOJIKAJ OJIaroItoJydyHO XpameTb. begHsskka 1orepia
IJIa3a KyJIaKOM — CJIOBHO TaKMM OOpa3oM MOIJIa 3aCTaBUTh
€ro UCUe3HyTb, — HO, KaK U CJIeI0OBAJIO OXUAATh, TToTepIiea
Heyaauy.

JI>KOpmXeTT 3aayMUnBO ITOAHECIA JIAMOHb K ry0aM U1 Ope3-
[JIMBO TIOMOpPINWIACh. 3amax OpeHOIu, Ka3aJoCh, BIIWTAJICS
B ee KoxXy. OHa yTO, MpUHUMAJa BaHHY U3 OpeHIU BMECTO
Bonbl? M BooOIIIE, YTO OHA JIerana Buepa?
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BnpoueM, nmpuHMMass BO BHHMaHHME TOT (bakT, YTO OHa
MIPOCHYJIACh B HE3HAKOMOM KOMHATe, B IIOCTEIM C HE3HAKO-
MbIM MYXYMHOM... 1a €llle W IpoIaxja ajJKorojem, OT 4ype3-
MEpPHOTO YIOTpeOJeHUsI KOTOPOro CKOHYAJICS ee MYyX, Ipa-
BWJIbHEE OBLIO OBI CIIPOCUTD, Y€TO OHA HE JeIaia.

PBOTHBINT KOM, TYTOIf U TOPBKWIA, COABWI ropio. [xxop-
JXKETT He MOHMMaJla, KaK Takoe MOIJIO Tpou3oiiTu ¢ Hell. Ee
TMIOKOMHBIA MY:K OBLT 3aITOMHBIM IThTHUIICH W paCITyTHUKOM,
1 OHA, XOTh M CMOTpejia CKBO3b IAJIbLIbl HA €Tr0 3aryJibl, He
repecTaBajia cTpafaTh. Tak Kak ke MOTJla OHa MacTh TaK HU3-
ko?! Kak Morja ormyCTUThCSI O TOTO CKOTCKOTO COCTOSIHMSI, B
KOTOPOM €€ ITOKOIHBIN MyX IpeObIBal OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh Bpe-
MeHu?

BnpoueM, oHa onycTtiiiach naxe Hxe. Beab eciav Ha mo-
JIOOHBIE TIPErpeleHUs JXKEHTIIbMEHOB CBET MOT 3aKPBITh IJ1a-
3a, TO JIeAW TaKOe He IPOIIAJIOCh HU MPU KAKNX OOCTOSTEIb-
cTBax. Jlemu He MPOCHINAIOTCS B IOCTEIN C HE3HAKOMIIAMMU,
HE UMesl HU MaJlellero npeacTaBieHus O TOM, KaK TaKoe Io-
JIy4YUJIOCH.

JI>KOpIKeTT MOIISITUIACh U IIPHKAJlach CIIMHON K CTEHE.
I'pyObie OymakHble 000U TapamHyiad koxy. M numbe Torma
OHa 0CO3HaJjia, YTo Ha Heil Huuero HeT. OKa3bIBaeTcs, Jea ee
00CTO4T el1le XyxKe, YeM oHa aAymMajia. OHa Jiexxana B IIOCTEJIH C
HE3HAKOMIIEM. .. roJjias!

Eciu 1 6610 Ha cBeTe 4TO-1100 BhI3bIBaBIlIEE Y Hee 00JIb-
11Iee OTBpalleHre, YeM OpeHIN 1 MyXbs, TO 3TO Harora!

JI>KOpIKeTT KakK 3a MOCJIEOHIOI COJIOMUHKY IepKanaach
3a HaleXAy, YTO BCE 3TO €l CHUTCS U CKOPO KOIIMap 3aKOH-
yutcsd. Ho, Korma criuiib, He CIBILIMIIL MYXCKOTO Xpara.
Ecim mokoiHBIN MyX ee 4eMy-TO M Hay4uJI, TO KaK pa3 3To-
My. U ceityac ei1 ciienoBaio IIOOBICTpee HATU CBOIO OIEKIY U
00pecTH paccyloK. YBBI, U TO U IPYTO€ OHA, TTOXOXE, YTpaTU-
Ja. Kak 1 maMsrs...

JI>xopIKeTT MogHsIA C T10JIa IIEPBYIO ITONABIIYIOCS Ha I1a-
3a TPSIIKy, KOTOpasl IpU OJIKAIIeM pacCMOTPEHUU OKasa-
Jlach MyXCKoM pyOaikoii. [lepen TeM Kak HaleTh ee Ha ceOsl,
JIKOpIKETT CTPSIXHYJIA ¢ pyOaIllKy MEJTKME OCKOJIKM CTeKJia
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n 1iepbs. Tlomel goxomunu eit o cepenmHbl MKp. OT pyodari-
KU TIaXJIO... HE CKAa3aTh YTOObI OUEHb YK HEMPUATHO — MbBIJIOM
U ellle¢ — YyTh-4yTh — KOHCKMM ITOTOM M Koxeil. CTousio eit
MPUHIOXATHCSI, KaK TEJIO C TOTOBHOCThIO OTKIIMKHYJIOCH YyB-
CTBEHHBIM BO30yxXaeHUEeM. JI3KOpIKeTT He mepecTaBana cede
youBisaThbes. OHa mu 310? MyXunHa ObLT €if COBCeM He 3Ha-
KOM, 1 3HAKOMUTBLCS C HUM Y Hee He ObUIO HU MaJIeiIIero xe-
nmanus. Ilpematenbckue peaklimd COOCTBEHHOTIO Tejla 3acTa-
BUWJIM €€ UCIBITATH CMYILEHUE U PACTEPSIHHOCTb.

JI>XOpIKETT OmaciayvBO MOCMOTpeNIa Ha KpoBaTh. M3-mmop
ojiesijla Topuyajla COTHyTas B KOJIEHE HOra ¢ MYCKYJIMCTOM
HUKpPOI, TIPUITOPOILIEHHON TEMHBIMU BOJIOCKAMU, W 3aTHLIOK
C pacTpenaHHbIMU TEMHBIMM BojiocaMu. TyT MyxK4uuHa mepe-
BEpHYJICSI Ha Jpyroii 60K, ¥ B3opy JKOpPIKETT IMpeacTana
rycrast 6opoja, OTpalliBaTh KOTOPYIO HU OAUH MOJIOAON 4e-
noBek B JIOHIOHE He cTajl ObI — pa3Be TOJIbKO Ha criop. Bripo-
yeM, HUKaKast 00poja He MOoIJjla CKPBITh 0JIaropoaHOoM (hOpMBI
€ro Hoca M YyBCTBEHHOro abpuca ryd. Bo cHe oH BBIISIAC
BIIOJIHE MUpOII00MBo. M naxke mo-cBoemMy mpUBIIEKaTEIbHO.

Ho Bean oH He3HakoMel!

— TI'ocmomu, yTo ke s Hamenana? — mpoliuenTana Jxop-
mxetT. KyTasick B My>XCKy1o py0aIiky, oHa Ha IIBITTIOYKaX M0-
JIOIIIA K KPOBATH, YTOOKI JIy4Ille paCCMOTPETH CIIsiero. Mo-
XET, YTO-HUOYIb B €ro JIMIEe MOKAaXETCS €l 3HAKOMBIM, 3a-
CTaBUT BCIIOMHUTB, KaK OHa 0Ka3ajlach 37e€Ch U YTO €€ C HUM
CBSI3BIBAJIO.

My>urHa BBITJISIAE] JIET Ha TPUALATh ¢ HeOoabmM. Bo-
JIOCHI y HETO cJIerKa 3aBUBAJIMCh Ha KOHIIAX; KOIJa XKe YTPeH-
HMII CBET M3 OKHa yIajJ Ha ero 6opojy, oHa Ka3ajaach cKopee
pbIXel, 4eM YepHOM. A BOT PECHHUIILI Y HETO OBbLIM ropasao
TeMHee, YeM 6opoma, — TyCThle U Ha YOUBICHUE IJIUHHEIE,
OHU OTOpAachIBaJIM TeHb Ha 3aropeibie CKyabl. OKMHYB B3LJIsI-
JIOM COOCTBEHHBIC OJielIHBbIe HOTHM, JIKOPIXKETT Ipulia K
HEYTEIIUTETbHOMY BBIBOAY: IO CPABHEHUIO CO CMYIJION KO-
Xell He3HAKOMIIA €€ TaK TIIaTeJIbHO obeperacMast OT COJIHIIA
KOXa BBIIVISIAENA TYCKJION 1 0e3xXu3HeHHo. W, yBbI, KaK HU
BIVISIIBIBAJIACh B €0 YepPThl, OHA TAK HUYETO M He BCIIOMHUIIA,

6



XOTsI TI0 KAKOM-TO HETIOHSATHOM IMPUYMHE I10 TeJIy €€ pacTeKa-
JIOCh IIPUSITHOE TEILIO.

IIpocThiHSI, Ha KOTOPOI Jiexkal MyXUMHa, BBIMJIsiAEIA He
0OCOOEHHO YMCTOM, TaK UTO... BO3MOXKHO, B 3TO IMOCTEIN 00U -
tamu Omoxu! JIxXopmkerT mepeaepHyio. Kak morma oHa pe-
IINTHCSI IPOBECTU TYT HOUb?! M, 4TO elie cylecTBeHHee, Kak
MoOIJIa OHA PEeIIUTHCS MPOBECTU HOYb MMEHHO ¢ HUM? YeM
OHa pyKOBOACTBOBAJIach B CBOEM BrIOOpe?

— I1pomry Te6s1, boxe, ToIbKO OB OH OKa3aJiCsl IKEHTIb-
MEHOM, — MpobopMoTasia JIXKOpAXKeTT, MbITasiCh MOHSITh, HA
KOTO 3TOT MYXYMHA MOXOAWI 0OJIbllle — Ha TOCIOAWHA WU
Ha ciryry. Py0aliika 13 xjrornka OTJaIMdHOM BBIICIKA, YTO ObLIa
ceiiyac Ha Heil, SBHO IpUHajieXana ToCIIOANHY, HO HU OIUH
13 3HAKOMBIX €l KeHTJIbMEHOB He 00J1aai CTOJIb Pa3BUTOM
MYCKYJIaTypOId.

Tyt JXOpmIKeTT BOPYT 3aMeTWIa Ha ITOJIY CBOE ILIaThe U
HaAKJIOHMJIACh, YTOOBI €T0 IOAHSTh, 3aTEM OIYCTHJIACh Ha KO-
JIEHU U 3aIjIsiHyJia TIoJl KpOBaTh B HAalEX/e OThICKATh Ty(JIu.
OcCKOJIKM CTeKJIa liaparajyd KOJIeHU, a Tpy0o OOCTpyraHHBbIE
JTOCKH T10J1a TPO3WJIA OCTaBUTh 3aHO3BI.

BHeszanmHo ¢ KpoBaTu JoHeccsl TpOoMKuii xpar, u JIxop-
JIKETT, 3aCThIB B HEYTOOHON I103€, MOXOJIOAEa MPU MbICIIH,
YTO €CJIM 3TOT MYXYMHA IEeMCTBUTEIBbHO IXKEHTJIbBMEH, TO,
Yyero Ao0poro, IOCYUTAET CBOMM JIOJIIOM KEHUThCS Ha Heil
MocJje TOro, YTo, BO3MOXKHO, MPOU30ILIO MEXIYy HUMM HO-
Ypl0. A 3TOr0 OHa HUKaK He MOIJIa JOMYCTUTb, ITOTOMY UYTO
Ooubllie, YeM CKaHAAJI, KOTOPbIA HEMHHYEMO TIPSIHET, €CJIA
ci1yx o ciyumBlIeMmcs ¢ Held B LlloTianauuy moiaeT A0 JIOHIOH-
CKMX ra3er, ee CTpalluI elle OIUH Oe3pagoCTHBII OpakK ¢ TeEM,
KTO IMUTaJI HEYEMHYIO CTPACTh K XKEHIIMHAM U BBIIIUBKE.

JI>KOpIKeTT BCTalla C KOJIEHEeW M HaTsSHyJIa IulaThe depes
TOJIOBY, JaXKe He MOTPYAUBIIUCH TOUCKATh KOPCET U HIXKHIOIO
pybamky. Mexay TeM MyX4YMHa Ha KpoBaTH BHOBb 3allleBe-
JIMJICSI, YeM TIPUBEJI €€ B COCTOSIHME IMaHUKU. JIXKOpIKeTT 3a-
MepJjia Ha MTHOBEHHUE, 3aTeM, OCTABMB HEYKIIIOXKIE ITOITBITKI
3aCTEeTHYTh IMyroBULIBI Ha Jude TaThs, Opocuiach K JBepU
C €IUHCTBEHHON IIeJbl0 — OKa3aTbCs MONAjblle OT 3TOro
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BHYIIIABIIETO CTpax He3HakoMIila. OmHAKO TallOYKHU JIUILIM K
IPSI3HOMY 3aCKOPY3JI0MY IIOJTY, a IIEKO0JIa OTYEr0-TO He 3aX0-
TeJsa MoAJABaThCSI.

U torma ona yBuzaena 3to! Komblio Ha ee pyke OJIeCHYJIO
B JIy4ax COJIHIIA, MPOOMBIIMXCS CKBO3b TOHKHME INTOPHI Ha
OKHaXx.

JI>XOpmKeTT B yXkace IMoAHecaa pyKy K riazam. IToxoxe,
oIpaBIaINCh XyIIne n3 ee onaceHnii. Komblio Ha ee Oe3bI-
MSIHHOM MaJiblie MMEJIO TPaBUPOBKY B BuAe (DaMUIIEHOTO Tep-
0a, KOTOpPHBI HEe ObLT €l 3HAKOM.

DTO KONbLIO Ha OE3bIMSIHHOM IIaJIblie €€ JICBOM pyKu —
B COBOKYITHOCTHM C COIIYTCTBYIOIIUMU OOCTOSITEILCTBAMM —
MO3BOJISUIO CleaTh BHIBOI TOM, YTO TEIIEPh OHA CHOBA 3aMYyXK-
HSIS Jama.

Ho Bce ee cyiiecTBO TIPOTUBWIOCH IPUHSITHIO 3TOTO (haK-
Ta. Benp cBampba Bcerma ruraHupyercs 3apaHee... K Tomy xe
cBanp0e MPEAIIeCTBYIOT IIOMOJIBKA, OIJIallIcHUE 1 BCE IIpoyee.
B kpaiiHeM ke ciayyae — MOKyIKa CIelUaJbHON JTULIEH3UU.
W naxxe ecnmm oTOpocuTh BCe BBINIECKAa3aHHOE, OHa, JIKop-
IIKETT, IIPOCTO He MoIJjia ObI BHOBb BEIUTH 3aMyX. Bo BcsikoM
cilydae — celfuac, KOra iBa rofa Tpaypa OCTaJuCh Mo3aau Uy
Hee HaKOHEll MOSIBUIaCh BOBMOXKHOCTh 3aKUTh IOJTHOM XK13-
HbI0. 2KM3HBIO CBOOOIHOM XEHIIMHEI!

Yyt moMemyuB, JIXKOpIKXeTT 00epHYJIach, YTOOHI €1lIe pa3
MOCMOTPETh Ha TOTO, KTO CKOpee BCEro Terepb MPUXOIUIICS
el MmyxeM. Kakumu ObI COBEpIIEHHBIMH ITPONOPLUMUSIMUA HU
00/1aJajao ero TeJIo M Kakue Obl YyBCTBEHHbBIE pEaKIIMU HU
BBI3BIBAJIa B HEMl 3Ta COrHYyTasl B KOJICHE HOTa, OHAa He MoIia
B 3[[paBOM YM€ U TPE3BOU MaMATH IIEPEUYCPKHYTh HAIECXKITy I10-
>KUTh HAKOHEII JIJIsI ceO0sl.

U TyT cTpax 1 pacTepssHHOCTB, YTO BaIEIU €10 C MOMEHTA
MPpOOYXACHUsI, YCTYMWIN MECTO THeBYy. JI)KOpPIXKeTT chesaia
1Iar B HarpapjaeHUM KpoBaTtu. OHa JospkHa Obljia ero pasoy-
INTh 1 TIOTPeOOBaTh OOBICHEHUM, OMHAKO... Jlaxke MBICIb O
TOM, YTOOBI IIPUKOCHYTBCSI K HE3HAKOMIIY, BBhI3BIBaJIa Y Hee
0e30TYeTHBIN cTpax. YToObl He MpuKacaThCs K HEMY PYKOM,
TpeOOBaJIOCh HAWTU YTO-TO IJISI TOM LIEJIM TIOAXOAsIee, W
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J>KOpIKeTT He TPUIIUIO B TOJIOBY HMYETO JIY4Ile, YeM IOMd-
HATH C I10jJla HOYHOM TOPIIOK, IO CYACThIO IYCTOM, M TOJ-
KHYTb UM MYXYUHY B ILJICYO.

— OrtkpoiiTe T71a3a, — MpoIIUIieSia OHa, C TPYIOM y3HaB
COOCTBEHHBII TOJIOC.

MyxXunHa TIepeBEpHYJICS Ha CIIMHY, IOTSHYJICS W IIpH-
OTKPbIJI COHHBIC TJIa3a lLiBeTa OYTBUIOYHOIO CTEeKJIa. YJIbIOKa
3aB3STOTO COOJIA3HUTENS 3auTrpayia y Hero Ha ryoax. 3yOBlI ke
OKa3aJICh POBHBIMU U OCJIBIMU.

— Hobpoe yTpo, — cKa3aJl OH XpUILJIOBAaTbIM OaCKOM. —
He 3Hato, 4To TeOS1 MOMHSIIO B TaKylO paHb. 3abupaiics Ha3am
B KpoBaThb. £ TeOs mpuiackaro.

JI>KOpIIKETT BIIOJIHE XBAaTWJIO TOIO, YTO OHA YCJIbIIIaja,
YTOOBI IMOHATH: 3TOT MYXXYMHA HE OBII HM JIKEHTJIBMEHOM,
HU aHIIMYaHUMHOM. UM Torna oHa BCIOMHMIIA, B KaKOi cTpaHe
Haxomwminack. O 6oxe, Benp oHa — B IlloTmanauu! A Opaku B
STOM CTpaHe 3aKJI0YaJiv, MUHYS IIPUHATBICE B AHIIIMU (GOp-
MajlbHOCTU. He ycreelb U r1a3oM MOPTHYTh, a ThI YK€ 3a-
MYXEM.

ITamaTh TIOCTENIEHHO Hayaja K Hel Bo3Bpamarhbesa. OHa
BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO cOOMpanach moexaTb Kyda-HUOYIb, YTOOBI
CMEHUTh OOCTAaHOBKY M OTHOXHYTh. KyTKHEe OOCTOSITEILCTBA
rubeny ee Myxa M IBYXJIETHUI Tpayp moBepriu IKopmKeTT
B yHbIHUEe. Ee mBOIOpOmHEIN OpaT HEKOTOpOE BpeMsl Haszajn
yexan B otnanguro. CTyneHT-OMOJIOr, OH COOMpaJicsl Ha-
nMcarh padoTy, MOCBIIICHHYIO (hayHe 3THX CEBEPHBIX MECT.
Korpma ky3eH Hammcan eif, mpurjamias IpuexaTb B TOCTH,
J>xopmkeTT rmogymMaia, uro Hlotnanmust ¢ ee 66CKOHEYHBIMUI
COCHOBBIMHU JIECAMM, C U3YMUTEJIbHBIMU TE€H3aKaMu U, YTO
caMoe BaXkKHOe, C €€ yIaJeHHOCTbIO OT AHIJIMM — 3TO KakK pa3
TO MECTO, KOTOPOE MOXET BEpHYTb e¢ K x13HU. Eit Hamo ObL10
MOOBITh HaeAUHE ¢ COOOI, YTOOBI HAOPAThCSl CHJI U K Havaly
Ce30Ha OKOHYATEIbHO HE CHUKHYTh IO/ TUIIEMEPHO XKaJOCT-
JINBBIMM B3IJISIIAMU CBETCKMX CIUIETHUKOB Y CIIETHMII.

Ho Hukorma — maxe B cTpalllHOM CHe! — OHa He MOIJIa
MpeACTaBUTh, YTO BEPHETCSI B OOIIECTBO B CTaTyCe 3aMYX-
Heli xkeHIMHBI. Ho, Kak HM cTapanack, J>XKopmKkeTT He Moria
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BCIIOMHUTD, MPU KaKUX OOCTOSITENIHCTBAX OKa3ajach B 23TOM
KOMHaTe, TI0X0Xel Ha HOMEep B TPeThepa3psIHOil TOCTUHULIE.
M He Morjia BCMOMHUTD 3TOTO MYXKUUHY.

CroBa, KOTOpbIe HEOOXOIMMO OBLIO TIPOM3HECTH, 3aCTPsI-
JIM y Hee B TOpJie KaK MOAropenbiii TocT. OTKyma-To CHHU3Y,
KCTaTH, HECJIO TOPEJIbIM — HAaBEpHOE, Ha KyXHe TOTOBUJIN 3a-
BTpaK.

— Kro BbI? — ¢ Tpynom BblaaBuia J>KOpIXKeTT.

He3nakoMer co CMEIIKOM IIPUIIOIHSIICS U CeJT B KPOBATH.

— ThI cefiuac permia 06 3TOM CIIPOCUTh? A HOUBIO Tebe,
MoXoxXke, ObUIO BCe paBHO.

Tyt omesiio COCKOIB3HY/IO C Hero, 1 JIXKOpmKeTT moimMa-
J1a ce0sl Ha TOM, YTO CMOTPUT Ha €T0 XXMUBOT — MYCKYJIMCTBIA,
KpEenKuii, CIOBHO BRITOUYEHHBIN U3 MpaMopa. OHa CyT0pOXKHO
CIVIOTHYJIAa. DTOT MYXUYMHA OIPEAEICHHO HE ObUT JKEHTJIb-
MEHOM, HO 1 TIPOCTHIM CJIYTOi OH TOXe CKOpee BCEro He OBLI.
Cyr ¢ TakKuMM IIPEBOCXOIHBIMU (PU3NYECKMMU JaHHBIMU HE
CYILECTBOBAJIO B IPUPOJIE.

JI>KOPIKETT C y2KacoM OIiyIliaaa, Kak pacTeKaeTcs Mo TeIy
npusitHoe Teruio. O 6oxe, ee BIEKIIO K 3ToMy MyxkuuHe! Tesao
OTKAa3bIBAJIOCh MOTYMHSITHCS pa3symy.

— KeM BBHI... ciyxxuTe? — CIpocujia OHa CIABJICHHBIM IIIe-
TIOTOM.

U cHoBa pa3gaicst ero CMeIIoK.

— CTpaHHO, UTO THI pelIuia 3a1aTh MHE 3TOT BOIMPOC YXe
TocJe Toro, Kak s okasan Tede ycayry. — MyKunHa KMBKOM
yKa3ajl Ha KICTb ee JIEBOI pyKH, 1 Y/IbIOKa ero mpeoodpa3miach
B INIYMJIMBYIO YXMbUIKY. — f Bamn My, Mmuienu. Y Bbl 3am071-
>KaJd MHE €1e OOWH MOLICTYA.

Eme omun?.. Bunut bor, oHa 1 11epBOro-To He ITOMHMIIA.
OpHako... Ee XyTKas noragka Terepb IOJTydriia ITOATBEPKIC-
Hue, 1 J>KopIKeTT oBjIajaeia NaHuKa.

— Myx? — mepecrnpocuiia oHa, OOJM3HYB IIepeCcOXIIne
TyOBI.

DTOT MyX4YMHA, TOBOPUBIIMI KaK ITPOCTOJIIONMH U CJIO-
JKEHHBIN Kak Oor, SIBHO He MpUHAIJIeXal K ee Kpyry. Bemb
oHa, JI>KopmKeTT, KaK-HUKaK Obljla BIOBOIl BUKOHTA, U €CJIU

10



OBl 1 pelmiaach BHOBb BHIUTH 3aMyK — YTO MaJIOBEPOSITHO B
MIPUHIIUIIE, — [10CTapajiach ObI BEIOPATh ce0e B MYyKbs HACTO-
SIIIeTOo IKeHTIbMeHAa. M BooO11ie, He ClIeJ0BaJIo BEPUTH STOMY
yes0BeKy. BHe 3aBUCMMOCTH OT TOT'O, YTO IIPOM3OIILIO MEXKIY
HUMM HOYBIO, OHA HE MOIJIa BCTYIIUTh C HUM B Opak I10 CBOEI
BOJIE — HMKOT/a OBl HE c/ealia CTOJIb OITPOMETYMBBIN I11ar.

— BrI 3HaeTe, k10 9? — JIXKOpIKETT Hamesylach, YTO BBI-
OpaJjia BepHBIiA TOH.

HesnakomMmel1 Becesio paccMesiics.

— Tak 310 Xe sicHO Kak aeHb! Thl xkeHiuHa! — OH 10-
MaHWJI ee MajblieM. — A Temepb, MOsl JoOpas >KEeHYIIKa,
roJie3aii-Ka B moctesib. bymeM 3HaKOMUTBCS TTO HOBOMA.

Ee HOBOMCIIEYEeHHBIN MYX SIBHO ITPEOLIBAJI B UTPUBOM Ha-
CTpoeHUM, HO [I>KopmKeTT ObLIO He M0 IIyToK. Kak cMes oH
TaK HEyBaXXUTEJIbHO K Hell obopamarbkes?! CI0BHO OHA — €ro
cobctBeHHOCTB! C Hee XBaTWJIO U TTepBoro myxa! JI>kopmkeTT
He MOHMMaJla, YTO Ha Hee HalllJIo, HO pyKa ee, BCE elle CXKU-
MaBlIllasi py4Ky HOYHOTIO TOpIlKa, BAPYT MOMHAIACh, pa3Max-
HyJlaCb — W 3aIlyCTWJIa TOPIIOK B GOPOAATOro HE3HAKOMIIA.
Paznmancs rpoxoT — 3To roplloK, yIapuBILINCh O Yeper Oem-
HATH, paCKOJIOJICA Ha KYCKU. s TOT K€ MUTI', UCITYI'aBIINCb
cofesiHHoro, JIXKOp/KeTT Opocuiiach HayTeK.

Kak 0b1 TaM HU OBLIO, OHA HE CTaHET 6€3BOJIbHOU UTPYIII-
KO B pyKax odyepeaHoro Myxa! Hu 3a yto B >ku3Hu!

IhaBa 2

>KOpIXEeTT CTpeMIJiaB cOeraia o TeMHOM JIECTHULIE Tpe-
ThECOPTHOM ToCTHHUILIBL. [Ipoberas MuMo oGeleHHOTO 3aja,
oHa 3axasia Hoc. OT 3armaxa BapeHbIX I U KOITYECHOM KHJIb-
KU €€ YyTb He CTOIIHMUIIO. XO35IMH TOCTMHUILILI B U3YMJIEHUU
OKJIMKHYJI ee, HO OHa Jaxe He OIJIsIHyNlach. M Ha ynuue ei
Jlerye He CTajlo — TOJIOBa, Ka3aJloCh, PaCKaJIbIBAIaCh U Tyelia
HEILaTHO.

JIxxopmkeTT 3axana ymn gagoHssmMu. CoJiHIIe eaBa BCTa-
JIO, a TOPOJ, YK€ TpUILEe] B IBKEHUE. YIMYHbIE TOPTOBIIHI,
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cTapasch IepeKpuyaTh Ipyr Apyra, 3a3bIBajv ITOKyMHaTeei.
IMoxoxe, B IlloTmanauyu yTpo HAYMHAIOCH Kyda paHbIIE,
yeM B poaHoii AHriuu. IIpuyeM 3amaxu enpl mpecienoBa-
ym JxkopmKeTT 1 31ech. Bo3MOXHO, 3amax MUPOXKOB — UX
>KapWIK MPSIMO Ha YJIWIle — B MHOE BpeMsl IoKa3ajics OBl eit
anIeTUTHBIM, HO TOJIEKO He B 3TO yTpo. CaMOuyBCTBUE ee,
NpsIMO CKasaTb, OCTABJISUIO 3KeJlaTh Jydllero, Ho ¢u3ude-
CKMe€ MyKH, KOTOpbIE OHA ceiiuac MCIbIThIBaNA, HE IIIJIA HU B
KaKoe CpaBHEHHME ¢ MyKaMH OylleBHBIMHU. Benb oHa momHsuia
PYKy Ha MyxkunHy! He nmpocTo Ha My>X4nHy, Ha COOCTBEHHO-
ro myxa! OcraBajioch JIMIIb HaAesIThCS, YTO OHA HE HaHecja
€My YBeuHii, HECOBMECTUMBIX C XXKM3HbIO. B cBoe omnpaBmaHue
JI>XOpIXeTT MoIjla cKa3aTh TOJBKO OJHO: OHA JIeiiCTBOBAJIa B
coctosiHUM addekTa. Bcro XKu3Hb OHa MOI4a CHOCHIIA OOUIBI,
KOIWJIa UX B cebe, HO yallla ee TepreHMs MeperoIHUIach, U
THEB Halles BbeIxod. Jla, KoHeYHo, eif cieIoBaio cCHavasa I1o-
JIyMaTh, a [IOTOM JICICTBOBATh, HO B TOT MOMEHT OHA HE TO YTO
JlyMaThb, IbIIaTh HEe MorJa!

IMoxxBaTuB 100KkM, JIXKOPIKETT OpOCcHIach IPOYb OT 3aXy-
JIaJIoii TOCTUHUIIBI, MecTa ee Tmo3opa. Ee coBceM He 3a00TuIIO,
KakK OHa ceituac BbIrsiaena. «Uto s Hamenana, 4to s Hajena-
Jna?» — CJIOBHO 3aKJIMHaHHE IOBTOpsijia oHa Ipo ceds. Ho
yKe 4epe3 MUHYTY, KOIZa 3apaBblii CMBIC] HAaYal IIOHEMHOTY
0710JIeBaTh MAHUKY, K 3TOMY BOIIPOCY IIPMOABWICS €Ille OOVH:
«I'me a?»

JIXXopmkeTT Oexkaja Mo HEe3HAKOMOM TOPTroBOM VIMIIE,
COBCEM HE ITOXOAMBIIEI Ha POIHBIC JTOHOOHCKME. 3allbIXaB-
IIKCh, OHA OCTAHOBWJIACH ITOJ HABECOM OYEPEIHOM JIABKU,
ynepjach JaJOHbO B KUPIIMYHYIO CTEHY UM ITOIIbITaJIaCh OT-
npimatbes. [IpoxoauBiime MUMO OB€ I0OHBIE JIEAU B HAPSITHBIX
YeIax ¢ pa3BeBalOIIMMUCS PO3OBBIMU JIEHTAMU Pa3LJIsIIbI-
BaJIM €¢ C HECKPBhIBAEMbIM JIIOOOTIBITCTBOM M TUXOHBKO TIepe-
LIEeNThIBAIUCH.

JI>XOpmKeTT gaxe AyMaTh HE XOTeJIOCh O TOM, KaKoe XaJl-
KO€ 3pelIile oHa co0oii mpeacTanisger. OmHa IprYecKa 4ero
crowia!l He roBopst yk 0 TOM, UTO OT Hee, HaBepHOe, 32 BEPCTY
paswiio OpeHau. B criemke mokugas TOCTMHUILY, OHA aymaia
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JIMIIIB O TOM, KaK ObI cOexkaTh oTTyna rmoosicTpee. Ho Temeps,
OKa3aBIIKCh HA BECbMa OKMBJIEHHON YJIMLIE HEMMPUYECAHHOM,
B TJIaThe, KOTOPOE Ha Heil eBa CXOAMIOCh M3-3a OTCYTCTBUS
KopceTa, JI>KopIKeTT HEBOJILHO 3aayMajlach O TOM, CTOMJIO JIN
TaK TOpOnUThCs. M OHa Bce ellle He ITOHMMAaJia, TaIe HaXOIuT-
csl, 1 He TIOMHMJIA, KaK TYT oKa3ajach. [lonocarslii HaBec 1mo-
nepek ynulibl... KonoHka, Bo3jie KOTOPOi BBICTPOMJIACH OYe-
penb XKeJalyx HabpaTh BoAbL... JIXKOPIKETT OblIa yBepeHa,
YTO BCE 3TO BUIEJIA BIIEPBBIC — M YIUILY 3Ty, U jqtoaeii. Ecim
OHa ¥ 3HaJIa KOTO-TO B 3TOM T'OpoJie, TO JIUIIIL TOro Gopomada
¢ urypoii atiera, ¢ KOTOPBIM IIPOCHY/IACH B OMHOM ITOCTENMN.

A Bo Bceit [lotnannuu eii ObLT 3HAKOM €111€ TOJIbKO OIUH
yeJJoBeK — ee Ky3eH PaHmonbd bapToH.

IIpucnoHMBIINCH CIIMHOM K KMPIIMYHOI cTeHe, JIxkop-
JKETT TMXO BexiunHyna. Yto Teneps ¢ Heit Oymer? He coumm-
KOM OOHaJeXMBaOIlee Hadajlo ABYXHENEIbHBIX IIOTIAHMI-
CKMX KaHUKYJI, HA KOTOpbIE OHA Bo3Jjaraja Takue pamy>KHbIe
Hagexabl. OHa MOMHUIA, YTO TIprexana K Ky3eHy TpU JIHS Ha-
3an win... Vau Bce ke yeThlpe? 3aucKUBalIOIasl yroIIMBOCTh
Ky3eHa HeIpUsSITHO Iopaswia JIXKopaKeTT, KaK 1 OTCYTCTBHUE
00eIIaHHO UM KOMITAaHBOHKM, a TakKe ropHu4YHOi. M, 9To
elle XyXe, Yy Hee cpa3y K€ BO3HMKIIO MoAo3peHue, yTto PaH-
Jnonb¢ MMeNl Ha Hee ompeaesieHHble BUABI U MPUIJIACUI €€
COBCEM HE MOTOMY, UTO XOTeJ IO-0paTcku mnoaaepxkarb. OHa
ele 0oJjiee YTBEpAWIACh B CBOMX ITOAO3PEHMSIX HaKaHyHE Be-
YepoM — €CJIM, KOHEYHO, 3TO OBLJIO BUepa, — KOIJa 3a YXKu-
HoM PaHponbd cenm HampoTMB Hee M TPUHSICS OypaBUTH
B3rsioM. OHa ep3ajia Ha CTyJie, He Haxo/s cebe MecTa. A 4To
OBLIO ITIOTOM, YBBI, HE TIOMHIJIA.

— S mpuHec BaM KOTeHKa, MICC.

J>KOPIKETT CTPEMUTENHHO O0EPHYJIACh, 3aOXHYBIINCH OT
HEOXMIAaHHOCTU. B HECKOJIbKMX I11arax OT Hee CTOSLI TPY3HbII
MY:K4YMHa B 3a0pbhI3raHHOM KpoBbio (papTyke. OT Hero yxac-
HO pa3uJjIo TI0TOM, a B €ro IrycToii 6opoje LiBeTa KpacHOBAaTOM
[JIMHBIL 3aCTPSUIA KPOIIKM €Abl M, BO3MOXHO, YeTO-TO APY-
roro — JI[>KOpIKETT MpeAIiowia He yMaTh, YeT0 MMEHHO.
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A X13HB B ropoje mymesia u oypiwia. Ha yavisr BEICEI-
MaJIM >KEHIIMHBI C IETbMU U JOMOXO3SIMKM ¢ KOp3UHAMU, CIIe-
IIMBIINKE Ha phIHOK. Ho Ka3ajmoch, HUKOMY M3 TIPOXOXHUX HE
OBUIO HMKAKOTO Jejia A0 TOT'0, YTO YCTPAaIllalolIero Buaa cyonb-
€KT B 3a0pBI3raHHOM KPOBBIO (papTyKe JepKajl B OMHOI pyKe
KPUBOW MSICHULIKMI HOX, a B IPYTrOM — KOTEHKA.

— 4 Bac 3Ha0? — crpocuia IKOpIXKeTT, B CTpaxe OTCTY-
1B Ha 1Iar.

Boponau ynbiOHYyICSI, OOHAPYKUB ALIPY B TOM MeECTe, IJIe
JIOJDKHBI OBUIM HAaXOOUTHCS MepeaIHue 3yOHhl.

— Makpopu MeHs 30ByT. Buepa Beduepom, Korma MBI T10-
3HAaKOMWJIUCH, CJIydaii He IIpeACcTaBUJICS Ha3BaThb ceOsl.

— MpI ¢ BaMU MO3HAKOMUJIKUCH BuYepa? — YTpo okasza-
JIOCh OOTaThIM Ha CIOPIIPU3bL. DTOr0 Oopodava BIIOIHE MOX-
HO OBUIO MPUHSTH JIMOO 3a HEePSIIUIMBOIO MSCHHUKA, OO 3a
youiiiry. Takoro yBUauIb Ha yJIMIE — Ha IPYIYIO CTOPOHY
nepeineiib, a yX Ipo TO, YTOObl BOAUTb C HUM APYXKOY, U
peur ObITh He Morio. MHTepecHO, HAacCKOJbKO OJIM3KO OHa
ycIesia ¢ HUM ITO3HAKOMUTLCS B TOT OTPE30K BpeMEHU, KOTO-
PBIii KAKM-TO MUCTHYECKMM 00pa30M BBIIIAJ U3 €€ maMsITh?

— Taxk BBl He moMHUTE? A, HY 3TO IOHSTHO... Bce Tak ObI-
CTPO CIIYYUJIOCH: CTIepBa — Ha MEHs, ITOTOM — ¢ MeHsl. Bam
HEMyApeHO U 3a0bITh. — ['0J10C My>XXUMHBI B (hapTyKe 3Bydas
TaK Xe pacKaTUCTO, KaK M TOJIOC TOTO, KTO OCTaJICS B HOME-
pe, HO B OTIMYME OT MOCJIEOTHETO IOJIOC TO JU MSICHHMKA, TO
JIM yOMMIIBI He Tporai 3a ayury. OT CJIOB Xe ero, BepHee — OT
TOTO, YTO MOJ, HUMM MOAPA3yMeBaioCch, Y JIXKOPIKETT BOJIOCHI
Ha 3aTbUIKE BCTAJIU IBIOOM.

— 4]... 6puta Ha Bac? — «[ocromm, crmeiraif Tak, 4TOOBI S
OCJIBIIIANACH», — MBICJIEHHO B3MOJIMIACH OHA.

— Hy ma. ObxBatmna MeHsI, Kpenko Tak. — OT XoxoTa
MSICHMKAa KpOBaBble IIITHA Ha ero ¢apTyke 3aKOJIBIXaJIUCh,
CJIOBHO 3aHaBeCKU Ha BeTpy. — Kak 1 rje CTUCHYTb — B 3TOM
BBI 3HAETE TOJIK, BEPHO TOBOPIO.

I1o Buckam JIXKOpmXKeTT 3aCTpyWICs IIOT, a IO CIIUHE IIPO-
0OexkaJ XoIomoK. Paccynok oTKa3pIBajICsS BEPUTh B CAMYIO OYe-
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BUIHYIO MHTEPIIPETALIMIO CJIOB 3TOr0 0OPOAATOrO MY>KUMHEI.
YT0-TO TYT OBLIO HE TaK...

— Yro BBl uMeeTe B BUILy? — cripocuiia JIXKOpIKeTT B Ha-
JIeKJIe, UTO ceyac OH CKaXxeT, YTO, MOJI, IIPOCTO MOIITYTHII.

— 3abupait ero, geTka. — MSCHMK yKa3aJl Ha KOTEHKa
KOHYMKOM Hoxa. — ThI ero 3apadoraa.

IXKOpmXKeTT pacrepsiiach HACTOJNbKO, UYTO MAallWHAJIBHO
B3siJ1a TIPOTSIHYTOTO €if KoTeHKa. OH OBIJT COBCEM KPOXOM —
HeIea TPU WX YeThIpe OT poxdy, He Oosblie. OHAa MOHATUS
He MMeJla, KaK OyneT 3a00TUThbCsS O KOTEHKE, HO OTYEero-To
pelniaa, 4to ee AOAT — MPUIOTUTh HECYacTHOE CYIIECTBO.
IlomepkaB B pyKax 3TOT MaJIeHbKMII KOMOK, OHA YXe HE MOT-
J1a ¢ HuM paccratbesd. K Tomy ke JIXKopaKeTT momo3peBaa,
YTO €CJIM BepHET KOTEHKA MSICHUKY, TO MaJbIlll MOXET CTaTh
YbUM-HUOYIb Y:KITHOM.

N 1yt MscHUK, omapuB JIXKOpMKETT HAIOCIEI0K eIlle Of-
HOU 0e33y00il ynbIOKOW, pa3BepHYJCS W yuien. J[KopmkeTT
CMOTpeJsia eMy Beiell, IToKa OH He pacTBOPUJICS B TOJIE. A Ha
JIyllle y Hee CTAaHOBWJIOCH BCe MyTopHee. I'ocrionu, HeyxXenu
OHa IEMCTBUTEILHO JOTPAruBajiach IO HETO B MHTUMHBIX ME-
crax? W HeyxXenu nenajia 3To 3a Iiaty, 3a KoTeHka?!

JIXKOpIKETT CMOpPrHyja TmoacTynuBiiue cie3bl. OHa He
IUIaKaja, Koraa yMep ee My, XOTSI YyBCTBOBaJia ce0sl B HeMa-
JIOM CTeIIEHW BMHOBAaTOM B €T0 IPEXKACBPEMEHHONM CMEPTH.
He nnakana oHa ¥ B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa, MPOCHYBIIUCH 3TUM
YTpOM, YBUJEJA, YTO JIEKUT rojias B IOCTEIU C Yy*KaKOM, B
o0IIapImaHHOM M TPSI3HOM TOCTUHWYHOM HoMepe. Jlaxe BbI-
CKOYMB IOJIyroJiasl Ha YJIMILy ¥ OOHApYXXUB, UTO HE 3HAET, I
HaXOJWTCSI, OHA BCE paBHO HE 3ariakasia.

Ho ceiigac, y3HaB 0 TOM, 9TO 3TOI HOYBIO OHA, BOBMOXHO,
3aHMMAJIach HEIPUCTOMHOCTSIMHU C 3TUM MSICHHMKOM, JIxxop-
JKETT He CMOIJIa caepXKaTh cjie3bl oTBpallieHus. OTBpalleHUs
K cebe caMoid.

Ot camoOuYeBaHMs €€ OTBJIEK CTYK KOIIBIT M CKPEXET KO-
Jec, 1 JIXXOpIKETT eaBa ycrenaa OTCKOYNUTh. Bo3HuIIa ke rpo-
3UJI €M KyJaKOM M 4TO-TO OpaJl, HO OHa He IMOHsLIa ero M3-3a
CWJIBHOTO IIOTIAHACKOro akiieHTa. IlocKoJib3HYBIIMCH Ha
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