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Hoporve ppy3bs!

leorpadus n potorpadpus. 3emneonmcaHne n CBEToNuUcb. Ha nepBbin B3rNgg —
ABa COBEPLUEHHO pasHbix crnocoba Mno3HaHus OkpyXxatowero mupa. Ho ecnu
MPUCMOTPETLCH, MEXAY HUMU OOHAPYXXMBAETCA yOVUBUTENIbHOE POACTBO.

leorpadua naydaet 3emno 1M pacckasbiBaeT O HEN C MOMOLLbLIO KapT U atna-
COB, NOJIEBbIX NCCNEO0BAHNIM U Hay4HbIX OTKPbITUIA. DoTorpadua aenaet 1o xe
camoe, HO A3blIkOM cBeTa. (PukcMpyeT NPUPOAHbLIE SBNEHUS, NIOAEN, XNBOTHbIX
n CO6bITVI9|, npespawad MrHoBeHnme B BM3yaJibHOE CBUAOETEJIbCTBO.

Nctopusa dotorpadum Hadanacb okono 200 net Hasaa, korga Obiio cO30aHO
nepeoe B Mupe poTtonsodbpaxeHne, CoxXxpaHmBLUeecs A0 Hawux aHen. lNpa-
KTMYECKM Ccpasy OHa CTajla He3aMeHUMbIM NMOMOLLUHMKOM MyTeleCTBEHHUKOB,
NOTECHUB, HO HE 3aMEHMB PUCYHOK, KOTOPbIN BO MHOIOM 3aBuCes1 OT BOCMPUSI-
TN XyOOXHMKA 1 MOTOMY Obls1 CyObEeKTUBEH. Tak Ha CTbIKe MyTeLweCcTBUN, HAyKn
M NCKYCCTBa poguniacb akcneanuuoHHas gotorpadus.

Pycckoe reorpagunyeckoe o6LwecTBO yCnewHo NpoaosIKaeT U pas3BmMBaeT TpaauLmMmn aKkcneamn-
LUMOHHOM doTorpaduun, B TOM ymncne bnarogaps KoOHkypcy «Camas kpacusas ctpaHa». Kaxapin
pas, korga npodeccuoHanbHble poTtorpadbl 1 NOOUTENN OTNPABASIOTCA HA CbEMKY, OHU CO-
BEPLUAIOT HACTOSLLYIO 3KCNeamumio.

Bonee ToOro, ¢portorpadmsa CTaHOBUTCSH HE TOJSIbKO CMNOCOOOM M3YHEHUS OKPYXAKOLWLErOo Mupa,
HO N BO3MOXHOCTbIO NokasaTb ero Takum, Kakum ero BnamT cam aBTop. JOKyMEHTasIbHOCTb
COeaMHSAETCS C XyO0XECTBEHHbIM BOCNPUATUEM, U poTorpadums npespalaeTca B guanor aB-
TOopa C OKPY>XaloLmMM MUPOM.

Kaxablh no-cBOEMY BUOVUT OAMH U TOT Xe dnbbpyc, 6eper KypunbCKOro ocTposa uam mnarnod
pekn. I B 9Tnx pasnmnymsax nposiBaseTcs pasHoobpasne aBTopCcKoro BuaeHus. dortorpad CHU-
MaeT nemsax, Ho GakTnYeckn pUKCMpyeT COOCTBEHHDLIN B3NS,

M3yyas KOHKYPCHble paboTbl, Mbl BOCXULLLAEMCSA KPacOTOMN 1 BENMYMEM Haluen PoauiHbl, HO Tak-
€& 3HAKOMUMCS C YOUBUTENbHbIMU IOAbMW, KOTOPbIE CYMENU YBNOETb 3Ty KPAaCOTy U NokasaTb
ee HaM. /1 yem BonbLUe Mbl CMOTPUM Ha TakmMe CHUMKW, TeM nydlle y3Haem apyr apyra. NoHuma-
€M, 4YTO Hac 0ObeauHaeT NibOBbL K 0OAHOM CTpaHe — Poccun, K ee Npupoae, UCTOPUN, KynbType.

C KkaxablM KOHKYPCOM, C KaXAbIM rogoM pacTeT cooOLEeCTBO eANHOMBbILLIEHHNKOB, A8 KOTO-
pbix Poccusas — He NPOCTO TEPPUTOPUS Ha KapTe, a NPOCTPAHCTBO AN BOOXHOBEHUS, TBOpPYE-
CTBa N UCKPEHHEN NoOBN.

OTtkpbiBas Poccuio 3aHOBO, Mbl OTKpbIBAaEM €€ Apyr Afs apyra v obpertaemMm HOBbIX OPY3e.

Mbl BCcerga ¢ HeETEPNEHMEM XOEM BalMxX PabOT — YHMKasbHbIX UCCENOBaHUIA HaLLEen npe-
KpacHOW 1N camMmon Kpacuson cTpaHbl. 1o BcTpeyun!

Mpe3naeHT Pycckoro reorpadpuyeckoro obuiectsa Ceprei Lowry



Dear friends,

Geography and photography, or the study of the Earth and painting with light — at first glance,
these may seem like two completely different ways of understanding the world around us. But
if you look more closely, you’ll discover a surprising connection between them.

Geography studies the Earth and tells us about it through maps and atlases, field research and
scientific discoveries. Photography does the same, but its language is that of light. It captures
natural phenomena, people, animals and events, transforming a fleeting moment into a visual
record.

The history of photography began around 200 years ago, when the world’s first photographic im-
age, which has survived to this day, was created. AImost immediately, it became an indispensa-
ble aid to travellers, supplanting—though not replacing—drawing, which depended largely on the
artist’s perception and was therefore subjective. Thus, at the intersection of travel, science and
art, expedition photography was born.

The Russian Geographical Society successfully continues and develops the traditions of expedi-
tion photography, not least thanks to The Most Beautiful Country competition. Every time profes-
sional and amateur photographers set out to take pictures, they embark on a genuine expedition.

Moreover, photography becomes not only a means of exploring the world around us, but also
an opportunity to show it as the photographers themselves see it. Documentary elements merge
with artistic perception, and photography becomes a dialogue between the photographers and
the world around them.

Everyone sees the same Mount Elbrus, the shore of a Kuril island or the bend of a river in their
own way. And it is in these differences that the diversity of the photographer’s vision is revealed.
The photographer captures the landscape, but in fact is recording his or her own perspective.

As we explore the competition entries, we marvel at the beauty and grandeur of our homeland,
whilst also getting to know the remarkable people who have managed to see this beauty and
share it with us. And the more we look at these photographs, the better we get to know one
another. We realise that what unites us is a love for one country — Russia — and for its nature,
history and culture.

With every competition, with every passing year, the community of like-minded people grows —
people for whom Russia is not merely a territory on a map, but a space for inspiration, creativ-
ity and sincere love.

By rediscovering Russia, we reveal it to one another and make new friends. We always look
forward to receiving your work — your unique research into our wonderful and most beautiful
country. See you soon!

President of the Russian Geographical Society Sergey Shoigu



Xiopu Xl poTOKOHKYpCa
Pycckoro reorpacduyeckoro oowiecrBsa
«Camas KpacuBaa cTpaHa»

WBAH BAITHEP
NeTtunk-kocmoHaBT PP

MHorve gotorpapumn HacTobKO BbIPa3nNTEsIbHbI,
4TO OT HUX HEBO3MOXHO O0TOpBaThCs. OCOBEHHO
3arnoMHUINCL PaboTbl B HOMUHALMSX «)KUBOTHbIV
mup», «lleridax», «MIcKycCTBO ANKOU MPUpOabI»,
«Marus ctuxum» n «Makpomup». OTv CHUMKY
ropaxarT MacTepCTBOM, CBEXUM B3rJisSA0M

Y CUJIbHBIM 3MOLMOHA/IbHbIM BO3AENCTBUEM.
Bcem ywsacTHyKaMm KOHKypca Xo4y roxenatb He
ocTaHaB/IMBaTbCS B TBOPYECKOM roMCKe, cMesiee
OKCrepPUMEHTUPOBATL U MPOLOJIKATb OTKPbIBATb
5151 cebsi HOBble ClOXeTbl. Poccusi HeBEPOSITHO
pa3HoobpasHasi CTpaHa, v Kaxablii 34€Cb CMOXET
HaviTy HoBble TeMbl /15 BAOXHOBEHMSI. KOHeYHO,
Xo4yeTcs npegocTepeyds potorpagpoB OT Yype3mep-
HOro yBJie4YeHUs1 UCKYCCTBEHHbLIM VHTEJI/IEKTOM.
Hactosias ¢otorpapus npexae BCero LEeHUT-
CS 3a aBTOPCKWV B354, TeprieHne n yMmeHme
roviMaTb YHUKaJIbHbIVi MOMEHT. VICKYCCTBEHHbIV
WHTEJIIEKT BCEro JIMLLb 0J1€3HbIVI MHCTPYMEHT.
doTorpagpuio co3gaeT 4es10Bexk.

CEPrEN ropLLKOB
doTorpad AMKoi Npupoabl

naBHoe Brie4aTsieHne 3Toro ce3oHa — OLLy-
LeHune rnoaIMHHOIo NepBOOTKPbLIBATE/IbCTBA.
KOHKypC [aBHO BbILLIEN 3@ paMKu rajepeu Kpa-
CUBbIX revidaxevi n rnpeBpaTusics B BU3yaslbHYO
netonucb Poccum, koTopasi OTKpbIBaeT 3pute-
JIIM camble TPYAHOLOCTYINHbIE YrOJIKU CTPAaHbI.
Bce 607/1blLIe aBTOPOB YXOAAT OT «OTKPbITOYHOM»
poTrorpapum Kk BU3yasibHbIM UCTOPUSIM O XU3-

HU VKOV NpupoLabl, ee KpacoTe v ysI3BUMOCTU,

a TaKkxe 0 MOLLM NPUPOAHbIX CTuxuii. OCObeH-

HO CWJIbHbIMW TpaauLnoHHO cTasin HOMuHaunu
«[levizax» v «[ukne XnuBOTHbIE», rae UHaINCTbI
rpPoOAEMOHCTPUPOBAJIN BbICOHAMLLNK YPOBEHb
mactepctBa. B HomuHauusix «CHSITO Ha cMapT-
¢doH» n «MIckycCTBO AMKOU rpmupoabl» Takxe 6bi10
rpeacTaBaeHO HeEMAaJlo sIPKUx paboT, XOTs nHorAa
4YpeamepHas obpaboTka oTBsiekasa BHUMaHne

OT camoro ctoxeta. byaylumum y4actHukam mory
rnocoBeToBaTh UCKAaTb COOCTBEHHbIV CTUJ/Ib, OT-
KpbIBaTb HOBbIE JIOKALMU 1 HE BOSITbCSI C/TIOXHbIX
rnoroaHbix ycaoBuii. lNMomHUTe, 4TO ceroaHs nobe-
XOaeT He TOJIbKO TeEXHUYeCKU 6e3yrnpeyHbiii Kaap,
HO Takxe ¢oTorpagus, crnocobHas pacckasaTtb
nctopuro. He meHee BaxHO cobogath rnaBHbIN
MPUHLMIT KOHKYpca — 6epexHoe OTHOLLUEHNE

Kk npupoge. lNpu nogave paboT nyylie genatb
CTaBKy Ha Ka4ecTBO, a He Ha KOJIM4ecTBo. BHuma-
Te/IbHO OTOMpariTe NyyLune CHUMKU v BblbvpaiTe
AJ19 HUX COOTBETCTBYyKLMe HOMWHaLnu.

IVAN VAGNER
Pilot-cosmonaut of the Russian Federation

Many of the photographs are so evocative that
it is impossible to look away from them. | was
particularly struck by the entries in the ‘Wild
animals’, ‘Landscape’, ‘Art of wildlife’, ‘Magic

of element’ and ‘Macroworld’ categories. These
images impress with their craftsmanship, fresh
perspective and powerful emotional impact.

| would like to encourage all competition entrants
not to stop in their creative quest, to experiment
more boldly and to continue discovering new
subjects for themselves. Russia is an incredibly
diverse country, and everyone here can find
new sources of inspiration. Of course, | would
like to caution photographers against becoming
overly enamoured with artificial intelligence. True
photography is valued first and foremost for the
photographer’s very own perspective, patience
and ability to capture a unique moment. Artificial
intelligence is merely a useful tool. Photography
is created by people.

SERGEY GORSHKOV
Wildlife photographer

The overriding impression of this season is

a sense of genuine exploration. The competition
has long since moved beyond being merely

a gallery of beautiful landscapes and has
become a visual chronicle of Russia, revealing
the country’s most inaccessible destinations

to viewers. More and more photographers are
moving away from the postcard photography
towards visual stories about wildlife, its beauty
and vulnerability, as well as the power of

the natural elements. The ‘Landscape’ and

‘Wild animals’ categories have traditionally

been particularly strong, with the finalists
demonstrating the highest level of skill. The
‘Taken on a smartphone’ and ‘Art of wildlife’
categories also featured many striking entries,
although at times excessive editing distracted
from the subject matter itself. My aqvice to future
entrants is to seek out their own style, explore
new locations and not be daunted by challenging
weather conditions. Remember that nowadays it
is not only technically flawless shots that win, but
also photographs capable of telling a story. It is
equally important to adhere to the competition’s
guiding principle: respect for nature. When
submitting entries, it is better to focus on quality
rather than quantity. Carefully select your

best photographs and choose the appropriate
categories for them.



Jury of the 12th
contest of

CEPTrEW rAPMALL
AkTep TeaTpa u KMHO

Kaxawiti rog, npocmatpusasi paboTbl y4aCTHU-
KOB KOHKypca, s B 04epeaHoli pa3 ybexnatocs,
HacCKoJIbKO rpekpacHa v pa3HoobpasHa Halla
CTpaHa. HeBoJ/1IbHO BCrIOMUHAKTCS CTPOKN U3
3HaMeHUTOV COBETCKOV rnecHu: «Llinpoka ctpa-
Ha Mosi poaHasi...» It ¢oTorpadumn oTKpbIBAIOT
Poccuio ¢ cambix HEOXuAaHHbIX pakypcos. [locne
3HaKOMCTBa C ranepeevi puHaancToB MHe Bcerga
X0oyeTcsi OTnpPaBUTbCS B 4OPOry — rioexatb Ha
Antan, Ha JanbHuii Boctok, Ha KpaviHuii CeBep
VI BHOBb BEPHYTLCSI B YXXE€ 3HaKOMble MeCTa.
KoHKypcCHbIe paboTbl HAMOMUHAIOT, Kak BaXHO
HaxoAmnTb BPeMsi, 4TOObl yBUAETb 3Ty KPacoTy
cBouMu rnasamu. IMeHHo Takme MPOEKThI, Kak
¢oTokoHKypc «Camasi kpacvBasi CTpaHa», MnomMo-
rarot HamMm 3aHOBO OTKpPbIBaTb Poccuto n HaxoaunTb
MecTa, CrloCOOHbIe YANBISTL U BAOXHOBIISITh.

BJAOVUWMUP MALLKOB

Poccuircknin aktep Teatpa 1 KMHO, pexunccep,
npoawcep. XynoXeCcTBEHHbIN PYKOBOAUTENb
MockoBckoro TeaTpa Onera TabakoBa

MHe fnoBesiock nobbiBaTh B pa3HbIX Yroskax Ha-
et HeobbsITHOV PoaunHbl. MeHs 3aBopaxunBarot
ceBepHoe CUsiHe U KpacoTa MoJIsiPHOro Kpyra.
Teatp Onera TabakoBa HEOAHOKPATHO MpMUe3-
xan ¢ ractponsmu B Canexapd, ¥ UMEeHHO Toraa
§1 BriepBble yBUAE 9TO HEBEPOSITHOE 3pesvLLe.
BrieyatneHune 6bi/10 HACTOJIbKO CUJIbHBIM, YTO
ceriyac, Koraa s CMOTPIO Ha TaJlaHT/IMBble PaboTsl
(DOTOXy,qO)KHMKOB, UCIbITbIBaKO Tperiet  BoCxulle-
Hue. 910 yauBUTesIbHOE TBOpeHue npupoabl! Eciv
Obl y MeHs1 6blsla BO3MOXHOCTb [10exatb U MpoCTo
¢oTorpapupoBats, s 6bl YeaAUHWICS C NPUPOLOV
B poAHbIx MecTtax — B KemepoBckori obnactu.
Jlns kaxaoro 4esioBeka HET HUYEro poaHee Tex
MECT, r4€ OH BbIpOC U cAesa nepBble OCO3HAH-
Hble Lwarv B Xu3Hu. Moe ctaHoB/IeH1e MpoLLIO

Ha Kysbacce. B KemepoBckori ob6nactv oaHu mn3
caMbiX KpacuBbIX rOPHO-TAEXHbIX nevidaxeri Cu-
6I/Ipl/l, TaM MHOXXeCTBO yANBUTEJIbHbIX MPUpPoaHbIX
U apXUTEKTYPHbIX AOCTornpumedaTesibHocTen. Bece
paboTbl caenaHel ¢ 60/bLLOV STIOOO0BbLIO K HaLLe
cTpaHe. MHe ocobeHHO rnoHpaBuanch ¢oTorpa-
un KNBOTHBIX U MTUL, — YHUKaJIbHbIE Kaapbl pa-
yHbl. B netctee 51 yBnekasncsi Guonorven, y MeHsi
AoMa XWJin pa3Hble XNBOTHbIe, N 1 O4€eHb J106m1
3a HUMY HabnoaaTte. Ha kaapax 3aneqatieHbl Mu-
MOJIeTHbIe MOMEHTbI U3 XN3HUW XXUBOTHOIO Mupa.
YnuBnset, kak TO4HO roviMaHbl 3T MIHOBEHUNST —
HacTosLne n XXnBble Kaapsbl.

The Most Beautiful Country photo
the Russian Geographical Society

SERGEY GARMASH
Theatre and film actor

Every year, as | look through the entries, | am
reminded once again just how beautiful and
diverse our country is. | can’t help but recall the
lines from that famous Soviet song, ‘Wide Is My
Motherland’. These photographs reveal Russia
from the most unexpected angles. After browsing
the finalists’ gallery, | always feel the urge to

set off on a journey — to travel to Altai, the Far
East, the Far North, or to return once more to
places | already know. The competition entries
serve as a reminder of how important it is to find
the time to see this beauty with our own eyes.

It is precisely projects such as the The Most
Beautiful Country photo competition that help

us to rediscover Russia and find places capable
of surprising and inspiring us.

VLADIMIR MASHKOV

Theatre and film actor, director, producer,
Art Director of the Oleg Tabakov Theatre
in Moscow

| have had the chance to visit various parts of our
vast homeland. | am captivated by the Northern
Lights and the beauty of the Arctic Circle. The
Oleg Tabakov Theatre has toured Salekhard on
numerous occasions, and it was during one of
those visits that | first witnessed this incredible
spectacle. The impression was so powerful that
even now, when | look at the talented works

of photographers, | feel a sense of awe and
admiration. It is a marvellous creation of nature!
If | had the chance to go somewhere and simply
take photographs, | would seek solitude with
nature in my native places — the Kemerovo
Region. For everyone, there is nothing more
familiar than the places where they grew up

and took their first conscious steps in life. | was
raised in Kuzbass. The Kemerovo Region boasts
some of Siberia’s most beautiful mountain taiga
landscapes, and there are countless marvellous
natural and architectural sights there... All these
works have been created with a deep love for
our country. | particularly liked the photographs
of animals and birds — unique shots of the local
wildlife. As a child, | was fascinated by biology;

| had various animals at home, and | loved
watching them. The photographs capture fieeting
moments from the life of the animal world. It’s
astonishing how precisely these moments have
been captured — they are genuine and vivid
images.




Xiopu Xl poTOKOHKYpCa
Pycckoro reorpacduyeckoro oowiecrBsa
«Camas KpacuBaa cTpaHa»

MAPKO YPCO
®doTorpad ankor npupoab

Xotenocb 6bl OTMETUTL, YTO Y Y4aCTHUKOB KOH-
Kypca eCcTb OTJINYHBIVI MICTOYHUK B OXHOBEHUA.
Poccusi obnanaet TakuMm LUMPOKUM pa3Hoobpasu-
eM nogen, nevidaxen, ayHbl 1 ¢0pbl, 4TO OHO
yA0BAETBOPUT 1 ByaeT CTUMYIMPOBaTL J1000M
BO3MOXHbIVI TBOPYECKUK CTWJIb. YTO MHE npu 3TOM
HpaBUTCs B KOHKYpce 1 B ¢poTorpagusix, BoLues-
umnx B (Dl/lHaj'l, Tak 9710 TO, YTO OHU Bcerga ocrta-
I0TCS peaniMCTUYHbIMY Ha aT1are rnocTtobpaboTku.

B pesynbtate rnosy4aercsi CBEXUM, COBPEMEHHbIN
noaxoa k ¢otorpapum, npu 3ToM cobII0aaI0TCS
OCHOBHbI€e rpaBusia KOMro3numm v paéOTbI co
CBETOM. OTU acrekTbl MPOCIEXNBAIOTCS Takxke

B HOMUHaumn «CHSITO Ha CMapT@dOH» 1 B KOHKYpCe
«Camasi kpacuBasi cTpaHa rnasamu aetevi». Beer-
Ja pagyeTt, Korga MoJIo40€e rOKO/IEHNE AEMOH-
CTPUPYET 3HaHMe OCHOB GoTorpapumn, HeCMOTPS
Ha pa3Hoobpa3Hbie NoaxoaAbl, KOTOPbIe AOMyCcKalT
coBpeMeHHble Mmeava. HomuHauums, kotopasi MHe
0cobeHHO HpaBuTcs, — «XKuBovi apxus». B Halue
BPEMSsI Mbl CJIMLLKOM 4acTO CK/IOHHbI 3a0bIBaTh,
Kakumu Mbl Obiv paHbLlie, n 3ecCb KPoeTcsd
OrpoOMHasi MOMOLLb, KOTOPYIO GoTorpapus Moxert
oKa3aTb HOBbIM MOKOJIEHUSIM, rpobyxaasi 1t0060-
MbITCTBO U yBaXxeHue K uctopuu. Yto x, Bce ato
BI1OJIHE B JlyXe PYCCKOW KyJIbTypbl. EAVHCTBEHHbIV
COBET, KOTOPbIV 51 XoTesn Obl AaTb, — HaaUTE CBOW
COOCTBEHHbIVi CTWIb U caeayvite emy. Eci Bbi By-
JieTe roxXoxXu Ha APYrvx, Bbl HUKOr4a He CMOXeTe
0KasaTbCsl Ha BEPLUNHE.

ANEKCAHOP MACKOB
Mpencenatens Coto3a poTorpadoB ANKON
npupoabl

Yoke MHOro neTt s y4acTByio B pabote pas/ivy-
HbIX (POTOKOHKYPCOB ANKOW MPUPOLabl U B APYrnx
¢gortonpoekTax. lNepea movmMmu rnasamu rnpPOLLIN
COTHU TbICSI4 CHUMKOB. VI camoe cuibHOe Brieyar-
JIeHne Bcerza rnpom3BogsT Te paboTsl, B KOTOPbIX
0ObIYHbIV CIOXET PacKpbIBAETCSl CaMbIM HEO-
XKugaHHbIM o6pasoM. HeBa)KHO, unaert i pedb

0 rievizaxe, ropTpeTe yesaosBeka wian apT-poTo-
rpagun. Noatomy rnasHoe Asis ¢potorpaga, oco-
6EeHHO ec/v OH CTPEMUTCS K yCriexy B KOHKYpCe,
yMeTb BUAETb MUP 110-HOBOMY. He meHee BaxXHO
n npogeccroHaribHoe MacTepcTBO: yBEPEHHOE
B/Iaf€HNE TEeXHUKOW U rpamMoTHasi pabota ¢ 06b-
eKTOM CbeMKW. Ha mow B3rnsa, nMeHHO aBTop-
CKO€ BULAEHNE M MAacTepPCTBO OCTAIOTCS r/1aBHbIMU
COCTaBJISIIOLMMU yCriexa Ha [OJirne roasl.

MARCO URSO
Wildlife photographer

Well, let me tell you that participants to the
contest have a great subject to get inspirations.
Russia has such a rich variety of people,
landscapes, fauna and flora that covers and
stimulates any possible creative style. Having
said that, what | like about this contest and

the shortlisted pictures is that they always
maintain feet on the ground when we come to
postproduction. The result is a fresh, modern way
of photographing, though respecting the basic
rules of composition and management of light.
These aspects are also shown in the ‘Taken on

a smartphone’ section and in The Most Beautiful
Country Through the Eyes of Children contest.

It is always a positive signal finding out that the
younger generation manages to show that they
have the knowledge of the basics of photography
despite of the different approaches allowed

by modern media. The section | adore is ‘Live
archive’. Too often in modern times we tend to
forget what we used to be, and this is a dramatic
help that photography can give to the new
generation, inspiring curiosity and respect for
history. Very much the style of Russian culture.
The only piece of advice | feel like giving is to find
and keep your own style. If you are like others,
you can never be at the top.

ALEKSANDR MYASKOV
Chairman of the Union of Wildlife Photographers

For many years now, | have been involved

in various wildlife photography competitions

and other photographic projects. | have seen
hundreds of thousands of photographs. And the
works that always make the strongest impression
are those in which an ordinary subject is revealed
in the most unexpected way. It doesn’t matter
whether it’s a landscape, a portrait or an art
photograph. That’s why the most important thing
for a photographer — especially if they’re aiming
to succeed in a competition — is to be able to
see the world in a new light. Professional skill

is no less important: a confident command of
technique and skilful handling of the subject. In
my view, it is precisely the photographer’s vision
and skill that remain the key ingredients for
success for many years to come.
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nnbs JIASAPEB
[AnpexTop no BudyanbHOMY KOHTEHTY TACC

KOHKypC rosy4nicsi SpkuMm v, Ha MOvi B3r/isid, OH
3aMETHO BbIPOC MO Ka4€CTBY MPEA/IOKEHHbIX pa-
60T. BMmecTe ¢ TemM y MeHs1 BOSHUKIIO OLLYLLIEeHUE,
4TO rnpwn co3haHnn HeKOTOPbIX CHUMKOB MCINOJIb30-
BasICsl UICKYCCTBEHHbIV UHTEJINIEKT. [ymaro, Bcem
Ham, v XIopu, N aKcrnepTam, CAenyeT yaesnsTe
9TOMY BOMPOCY 0Ccoboe BHUMaHue. 3arnoMHuIach
HomuHaums «Kusovi apxus». OHa rosy4mnnack
OY€Hb CUJIbHOM 1 SMOLMOHaIbHOMU. OTAe/1bHO
XO4y OTMeTUTb PaboTy «CTpeoYHNK-OaLLKup».
ABTOp He rpoCTO NOBTOPUJIT apXNBHYIO poTorpa-
¢uio Cepres lNpokyanHa-ropckoro, HO ycTaHOBWI
JINYHOCTb 4YesI0BeKa, N300paxeHHOro Ha NCTopu-
4eCKOM CHUMKE, Hallesl ero rnpasHyka v rokasasl
XUBYIO CBSI3b rokosnieHuii. OCOGEeHHO BreyatsisieT,
4TO NMOTOMOK reposi poTorpagum Takxe paboraer
Ha xesne3How gopore. VIMeHHo 3Ta 4yesioBedeckasi
uctopus genaet paboTy rMno-HaACTOSILLEMY CUJIbHOM
v 3anomuHaroLerics. He 6yay Bblaensitb B KOHKYpP-
ce CcuJibHble nan cnabble HoMUHaUuW. ns MeHs
ropasfo BaxHee pa3Hoobpasue pabot. XoyeT-

Cs BUOETb 60/1bLLIe HOBbIX M,qel7l, HeoXugaHHbIX
aBTOPCKUX PeLUeHu n ceexero Barnsga. loatomy
MOV r1aBHbIVi COBET y4acTHUKaM — 1ckaTb COOCT-
BEHHbIV MyTb, He BOSITLCSI SKCNEPUMEHTNPOBATH

u 06si3aTesibHO — y4dacTBoBaTb. VIMeHHO 6naro-
Zapsi 3TOMy KOHKYPC npoao/ikaeT pas3BmnBaTbCs

N OTKPbIBAET HOBbIE NMEHa.

BA4YECJIAB 3AMETHSA
doTorpad amkoli npupoabl

B aToM roay s BrnepBbie BOLLEJT B COCTaB Xopu
KoHKypca «Camasi kpacuBasi cTpaHa». OCob6eHHO
CU/IbHOE BrieYaT/ieHne rnpovssesin paboTsl PuHa-
JINCTOB B HOMUHaLmn «[leisax». OTaesbHO Xo4y
OTMETUTbL BbICOKUI YPOBEHb (pOoTOrpapuii B Ka-
Teropusix «Marvsi ctuxum» n «VICKycCTBO ANKOM
npupoasbl (aptT-poTo)». Ha movi B3rnsg, caMblie
CWJIbHbIE CHUMKW POXAAIOTCS Ha CTbIKE XaHpOB,
Korga Bblpa3uTesibHbIV NMen3ax AOMOJIHIIOT ANKNE
XUWBOTHbIE, 3arnedyat/ieHHbIe B CBOE eCTECTBEH-
Hovi cpene obutaHuvs. byaywmm ydactHukam
X04y noxenatb He 60STbCsl CTaBUTb nepesn cobori
CJI0XHbI€ TBOPYECKME 3a[a4U, NCKaTb HEOObIYHbIE
pakypcbl U TeprneavBo XaaTb Te caMble HeroB-
TOPUMbIE MIHOBEHMUS, KOTOPbIE PAaCKPbIBAOT
XapaKkTep rnaBHOro reposi. IKCrnepuMeHTUpynTe
C TEXHNYeCKUMu ripnemamu, '-IT06bl cosgaBartb
no-HacTosiLeMy Brne4atisoLme kaapbl. Y rnas-
Hoe — y,qwsnﬂhre YHUKallbHbIMU CrOXKeTaMu U3
XKU3HU OMKOV npuposabl!

ILYA LAZAREV
Visual Content Director, TASS

The competition turned out to be a real highlight,
and, in my view, the quality of the entries has
improved significantly. At the same time, | got the
impression that artificial intelligence had been used
to create some of the photographs. | think we

all — the jury and the experts alike — should pay
particular attention to this issue. The ‘Live archive’
category really stood out, as it was very powerful
and emotional. I'd particularly like to highlight the
entry ‘Bashkir Pointsman’. The photographer did
not simply reproduce an old photograph by Sergey
Prokudin-Gorsky, but identified the man depicted
in the historical image, tracked down his great-
grandson and illustrated the living connection
between generations. It is particularly impressive
that the descendant of the man in the photograph
also works on the railway. It is precisely this
human story that makes the work truly powerful
and memorable. | won’t single out any strong or
weak categories in the competition. For me, the
diversity of the entries is far more important. I'd
like to see more new ideas, unexpected creative
solutions and fresh perspectives. So my main
advice to participants is to find your own path, not
to be afraid to experiment — and definitely to take
part in future contests. It is precisely thanks to
this that the competition continues to develop and
discovers new talents.

VYACHESLAV ZAMETNYA
Wildlife photographer

This year, | served in the jury of The Most
Beautiful Country competition for the first time.

| was particularly impressed by the finalists’
entries in the ‘Landscape’ category. | would

also like to highlight the high standard of the
photographs in the ‘Magic of element’ and ‘Art
of wildlife (Fine-art photography)’ categories. In
my view, the most powerful images emerge at
the intersection of genres, when an evocative
landscape is complemented by wild animals
captured in their natural habitats. As for future
entrants, | would encourage them not to be afraid
to set themselves challenging creative tasks,

to seek out unusual angles and to wait patiently
for those truly unique moments that reveal the
character of the subject. Experiment with various
techniques to create really impressive shots. And,
most importantly, surprise us with unique stories
from the wildlife world!




HomMmunHauum KoHKypca

Menszax

Ankune XnBOTHbIE

MTuubl

Marma ctmxumn

Makpomup

Competition categories

Landscape

Wild animals

Birds

Elemental magic

Macroworld

12

24

38

50

62



HomMunHauum KoHKypca

UckyccTBO AnKOn

npupoasbl (apT-poTo)

Yyneca Poccun

Poccusa B nmuyax

Xuson apxus

CHaTO Ha cmapTPOH

Competition categories

Art of wildlife

(fine-art photography)

Wonders of Russia

Faces of Russia

Live archive

Taken on a smartphone

74

86

100

112

134



Camaqa kpacuBaq cTpaHa The Most Beautiful Country

rnasamMmm pertemn Through the Eyes of Children
Mensax Landscape 146
R Mup XXUBOTHbIX Animal world 154
- Makpomup Macroworld 162
L MpupoaHblie sBNEeHUNA Natural phenomena 170
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CneumnanbHble NpuU3bl Special prizes

«Mpn3 3puUTENIbCKNX People’s
cuMnaTumn» Choice Award 180
«CHATO Captured
Ha POTONOBYLUKY» on a Camera Trap 182
«3anosepHaa Poccusa» Reserved Russia 184
«MpunpoaHbIN Natural Art Object 186

apT-00beKT»




NMEN3AX

[Menn3aXk — He TONIbKO OOKYyMEHTaJibHOoe
n3obpaxeHne Npmpoabl, HO U OTPpaXXeHune
BHYTPEHHEro mupa astopa. Hepe3 CHMMOK
doTorpacd nepepaet cBoe Bocnpuarme
OKpYyXalLlen peasibHOCTU, ee KpacoThbl

N MHOroob6pasung, npurnawiaga 3putens

K pa3MbILLJIEHNIO O XXU3HU, Npupoae

N MeCTe 4YeJsioBeka B HeMl.




LANDSCAPE

A landscape is not merely a documentary
depiction of nature, but also a reflection of the
photographer’s inner world. Through their
photograph, the photographer conveys their
perception of the surrounding reality, its beauty
and diversity, inviting the viewer to reflect

on life, nature and humanity’s place within it.




doto: AmuTpuin MeasaHues
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«CHeXHble 3epunpkun»

Omutpnn MepsHues

Knposckas obnactb, COBETCKMA panoH,
03epo Tennoe

Jaxe B cuiibHble MOPO3bl 03ep0 Tennoe He no-
KpbIBAeTCS NIbAOM — €ro nmtatoT MUHepasbHble
Kntoun, Oblowme Henopaneky. CepoBoaopon-
Hble MCTOYHUKM MNOOAEPXNBAKT MOJIOXKUTENb-
HylO TemnepaTypy BOAbl, MO3TOMY 3UMOW Hapg
MpPO3payHON 3epKaibHOM NOBEPXHOCTLIO 03epa
CTeneTcs JIerknim TyMaH.

Snow Marshmallows

Dmitry Medyantsev
Lake Tyoploye, Sovetsky District, Kirov Region

Even in severe frosts, Lake Tyoploye does not
freeze over — it is fed by mineral springs that
bubble up nearby. Hydrogen sulphide springs
keep the water above freezing, so in winter
a light mist hangs over the lakes clear, mirror-
like surface.



«Mo BonHam»

Bapum Maxopos

Pecnybnuka OarectaH, byiiHakckuin paioH

OOuvH 13 cambix BrieyaTnawwmx suaos Jarec-
TaHa OTKpbIBaeTcs ¢ [MMpPUHCKOro xpebTa He-
nopgasneky ot cena BepxHuin KapaHai. Becko-
He4YHble rPedOHN HANOMMHAIOT FMraHTCKUE BOJ-
Hbl, yxogswme 3a ropu3oHT. Cbemka Benacb
B lOro-3anagHoOM HanpasneHuu, U B Kagp, Be-
pPOSATHO, Nonann Nuk lFarapmvHa BMeCTe C MUKOM
AHacTacuu.

Riding the Waves

Vadim Makhorov
Buynaksky District, Republic of Dagestan

One of the most impressive views of Dagestan
opens up from the Gimrinsky Range, not far from
the village of Verkhniy Karunay. The endless ridg-
es resemble giant waves receding beyond the
horizon. The photograph was taken facing south-
west, and the frame likely captures both Gagarin
Peak and Anastasia Peak.

MEN3AX
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®dotvo: Bagum Maxopos
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doro: ExkatepuHa AMUTPEHKO

«O0nayHbIn AnbOpyC»

ExatepuHa MUTPEHKO

KapadaeBo-Yepkecckasa Pecnybnuka,
Manokapa4aeBcKkuii panoH,
ropa bonbwion bepmambIt

CHumok cpoenaH B uioHe 2025 roma Ha rope
Bonbwon bepmamblT — ogHoM 13 BepwnH Cka-
mcToro xpebta Ha CEeBEPHOM MakpOCKJIOHE
Bonblioro Kaekasa, 06pasylolmx 0gHOMMEHHOE
nnato. lnato W3BECTHO CBOMMM 3axBaTblBalo-
WYMKM NaHopamMamn Inbbpyca, KOTopbIli oTctoaa
KaXKeTCs 0COOEHHO BNN3KUM U BENINHECTBEHHBIM.
3a HeoOblYHbIN penbed, NpuYyaIMBbIE CKasbl
1 rmyboKMe yulenbs 3TO MECTO 4acTO Ha3biBalOT
«kaBka3cknm paHg-KaHboHOM». YToObl A06paThb-
Csl Cloga K pacCBeTy, NPULLIOCHL HECKOJIbKO HYacoB
exaTtb N0 6e340POXbID Yepesd MOTHbIM TyMaH,
KOTOPbI CKpbIBa BCe BOKPYr. Hn HEGO, HM ropu-
30HT He obeLlany CHOro yTpa. Ho B TOT MOMEHT,
Koraa Hagexnaa yBuaeTb DnbOpyc noYvTn ncyesna,
ropa HeOXMOaHHO BO3HMKNA M3 TymaHa — CioB-
HO MUpaX. DTO 3PENNLLE HEBO3MOXHO 3a0bITb.

Cloud-Shrouded Elbrus

Ekaterina Dmitrenko

Mount Bolshoy Bermamvt,
Malokarachayevsky District,
Karachay-Cherkess Republic

The photograph was taken in June 2025 on Mount
Bolshoy Bermamyt — one of the peaks of the
Rocky Range on the northern macro-slope of the
Greater Caucasus, forming the plateau of the same
name. The plateau is renowned for its breathtaking
panoramic views of Mount Elbrus, which appears
particularly close and majestic from here. Due
to its unusual terrain, bizarre rock formations and
deep gorges, this place is often referred to as the
Caucasian Grand Canyon. To get here by dawn,
we had to drive for several hours along unpaved
tracks through thick fog that concealed everything
around us. Neither the sky nor the horizon held out
any promise of a clear morning. But just as our
hope of seeing Mount Elbrus had almost vanished,
the mountain suddenly emerged from the fog —
like a mirage. It is a sight one can never forget.



«30J10TON Be4yep»

Makcum EBpokumoB

Pecnybnuka Caxa (AkyTtusa), MomMckunin parioH

Ha cHumMke nsobpaxeH YnaxaH-YucTan, oguH
M3 caMbIX TPYOHOAOCTYMHbIX FOPHLIX MAaCcCUBOB
AxkyTmn. 3oecb HaxoauTca ceno Cacblp, a Hag
CypoBbIM xpebToM BO3BbILLAeTCs ropa lNMobena
(3003 m) — BbICOYanLIaa To4Ka BCEro CEBEPO-
BocToka Cnbupu. lNMocne HeCcKoNbKUX OHEW He-
npekpalaBLUIMXCS O0XAeN, 3aTonmUBLLUMX rop-
Hble JOJIMHbI, HENOroJa NOCTEeNeHHO OTCTynuna
M NULb U3peaka HanomuHana o cebe xonopn-
HbIMU NINBHAMMW.

Golden Evening

Maksim Evdokimov
Momsky District, Republic of Sakha (Yakutia)

The photograph depicts Ulakhan-Chistay, one
of the most inaccessible mountain ranges
in Yakutia. The village of Sasyr is situated here,
and Mount Pobeda (3,003 m) — the highest
point in the whole of north-eastern Siberia —
towers above the rugged ridge. After several
days of incessant rain, which had flooded the
mountain valleys, the bad weather gradually
subsided, making its presence felt only occa-
sionally in the form of cold downpours.

MEN3AX
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doto: Makcum EBaoknumos



®doto: TatbsiHa Buptokosa
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«TymaHHOe o3epo B bawkupun»

TaTbsiHa BuplokoBa

Pecnybnuka BawkoptocTtaH, Y4anuMHCKuiA paiioH,
03epo Kapararikysb

O3epo Kapararikynb, HasBaHMEe KOTOPOro ne-
peBoaMTCA C OalIKMPCKOro Kak «COCHOBOE
03epo», B Hapoae HasbiBaloT O6osiee 3aragouy-
HO — Bopoxewnd. HoyHas npoxnaga M nnaoT-
HbIi TyMaH OKYThbIBAlOT ero 6epera, NOCTEMNEH-
HO CKpblBasi o4yepTaHMs Bogoema B Oenecon
AbiMKe. CHUMOK HanoJIHEH 3BEHSALLEN TULLNHON
n atTMochepon TamHbl, CIOBHO NPUOTKPbIBAlO-
e MUCTUYECKNIN XapakTep 9TOro0 MecTa.

The Misty Lake in Bashkiria

Tatyana Biryukova

Lake Karagaykul, Uchalinsky District,
Republic of Bashkortostan

Lake Karagaykul, whose name translates
from Bashkir as ‘pine lake’, is known local-
ly by a more mysterious name — Vorozheich
(‘fortune teller’ in Russian). The cool of the
night and thick fog envelop its shores, gradually
concealing the lakes outline in a whitish haze.
The photograph is filled with a ringing silence
and an atmosphere of mystery, as if revealing
the mystical nature of this place.



«MpenpacceeTHas
TULLMHa»

Bacunun YlkoBnes

Pecnybnuka Apgbires,
NPUPOAHbLIN Napk
«bonbLon Txay»

MocnegHne MUHYTbI  Nepeq
pacCBETOM HaMOJIHEHbI MPO-
XNagom 1 NMoYTU 3BEHALEN TU-
WwnHOW. Xentble KynasbHULbI
(nar. Trollius europaeus) elle
XPaHAT ObIXaHMe HOo4u, Torga
Kak BepwmnHbl Manoro v bonb-
woro Txaya yxe 03apstoT-
Cs nepBbIMU JlydamMu COJIHLA.
Ewe MrHoBeHne — 1 yTPEHHUI
CBET COIrpeeT BCe BOKPYr nocre
OONrON XONOOHOW HOouUN.

Pre-Dawn Silence

Vasily Yakovlev

Bolshoy Tkhach Nature Park,
Republic of Adygea

The final minutes before dawn
are filled with coolness and
an almost ringing silence. The
yellow globeflowers (Trollius
europaeus) still hold the breath
of the night, whilst the peaks
of Maly (small) and Bolshoy
(big) Tkhach are already bathed
in the first rays of the sun.
In a moment, the morning light
will warm everything around af-
ter a long, cold night.

MEN3AX
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doto: Bacunuii Akosnes



