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Ihaea 1

T0e-mo ¢ bpumanuu, 1842 200

EcTb TemMbl, Ha KOTOpbIE B TPUJIMYHOM OOIIECTBE TOBOPUTH
He NpUHATO, U Jienu Toposn 6jaropasyMHO He paclpocTpa-
HSIJIaCh O TOM, YTO IMUTaJIa CUJIbHEUIIYIO HETIPUSI3Hb K ABYM
BelllaM: K MyXbsIM U — B UyThb MEHbIIIE} CTENMEHU — K OpeH/IU.
M Bce xe oHa peuiuia, YTO KTO-TO, PO3HAB PO €€ CEKPET,
JKE€CTOKO HaJl Heil MOMIIYTUII: TIpY TTPOOYXACHUM OHA BAPYT
MOYYBCTBOBAaJIa TOIITHOTBOPHBIN 3amax OpeHAM U TEeTUIO MpU-
JKABILIETOCS K HEW Tejia, CO BCEW OYEBUIHOCTBIO NPUHAIE-
>KaBILIETO JIMILY MYXCKOTO ToJIa.

Jlenu Toponn oBnagen crpax. Ha ym He mpuxonuiio HU o1~
HOTO pa3yMHOTro o0bsiCHeHMsI mpoucxosiiemy. Hu pa3sy 3a Bce
CBOM JIBALIATh 11IECTh JIET JaXKe He MONpoOoBaB OpeHAN BBUIY
CTOMKOTO OTBpALEHUS K 3aIaxy 3TOTO HaNmuTKa, JXKOpIKeTT,
OKa3sblBaeTCs, MPOCIajla BCIO HOYb Ha MPOCTHIHSX, KOTOPbIE,
HaIo AyMaTh, B OpeHAu BoiMauuBaiu. [IpuoTKphIB OAWH T71a3,
JI>XKOpIKEeTT B yxXace yOemmaach: KOMHaTa, B KOTOPOM OHa
MPOCHYJIach, €il coBceM He 3HakoMa. OHa IOIbITajdach OTO-
pBaTh TOJIOBY OT TMOAYIIKM — U 3aCTOHAJIa OT HEBBIHOCUMO
TOJIOBHOM O0JH.

OnHako royiosa ee, XoTb 1 0oJjiesia HEelAIHO, BCe XKe Koe-
4yTO coobpaxana. JIXKOpIKeTT BAPYT BCIIOMHUJIA, YTO MYyX €€
BOT yXe JIBa roja Kak ymep.

Mexny TeM MyxX4YWHa, K KOTOPOMY OHa Jiexaja CIu-
HOI1, MOTSHYJICSI, 00XBATWII €€ 3a TAJIUIO U MOABUHYI K cebe.
U Torma JI>KopmaXKeTT MOHsIa, YTO STOT MY>KUYMHA BO30YK/IEH,
MpUYeM — 0 KpailHOCTU. IKOPIKETT OTKphLIa BTOPOIi TJ1a3

3



U B HEJIOYMEHUM YCTaBUJIACh HA OOHMMABIIYIO €€ 3a TaJIUIO0
MYCKYJIUCTYIO MYXCKYI0 pyKy. Ha MrHoBeHue eil mpuiiia
B TOJIOBY 0€3yMHasi MbIC/Ib 3aKPbITh IJ1a3a U MPUTBOPUTHCS
CITSIIE, HeXach B TETUJIBIX MYKCKUX OOBSATHUSIX, HO HE YCIle-
Jla OHa 00 TOM MoayMaTh, KakK Jpyras MbIC/Ib, 00Jiee Tpe3Bas,
MoA0OHO pa3siieMy KyaaKy mpoOujia COHHYIO Olypb.

YTo 0OHa AenaeT TyT, B 3TOM 4yXOii KOMHATe, B Yy>KOH Mo-
crenu? B mocrenu ¢ He3HaKoMIIeM!

C rynko 6wrommmMmces cepateM JIKopKeTT BEICBOOOAMIACH
U3 LUENKUX OOBITUI UyXKaKa U, TABUPYs MEXAY YChINaBILIMMU
MOJI OCKOJIKaMM OYTHUIOYHOTO CTeKJIa M pa3dpOCaHHOM o
MOJIy ONEXIO0l, Opocuiiach K MPUOTKPHITOMY OKHY. CKopee
BIOXHYTh CBeXero Bozayxa! CripaBUBIIMCH C TTAHUKOM, OHA
00BeJa B3MISIIOM KOMHATY.

Ilepps 6 moBciomy. Ha momy. Ha mebenun. Ha Heid!
B yxxace ot 3aKkpaBiiierocsi oo3peHusi, YTo B 3TO KOMHAre,
MoKa OHa crajia, 3ape3aiu rycs, JIXKOpaxeTT 3akpblia Ii1a3a
1 MBICJIEHHO B3MoJiujiack: «[1ycTh Bce MCUE3HET KaK COH, KOT-
J1a 51 CHOBa OTKPOIO IJ1a3a».

VBbI, uyna He ipousonuio. [Ieitasch mpobdpatbes K mKady,
BBITJISIIEBIIIEMY TaK, CJIOBHO TMEPEXUII BOCCTAHUE SIKOOUTOB,
JI>KOpIKETT CIOTKHYJIach 000 YTO-TO U €1Ba He yraja, CXBa-
THUBIIIUCH 3a JBEPh rapaepoba, 60JTaBIIYIOCS Ha OHOM MeTJe.

HecMmoTpst Ha MOAHATHIN €10 TPOXOT, My>XKUMHA B KpOBa-
TH TIPOJIOJIKAJT 6Jarorojy4yHo XxpareTb. bemHskka morepia
rjla3a KyJJakOM — CJIOBHO TaKMM 00pa3oM MoOrJIa 3aCTaBUTh
€ro MCUYe3HyTh, — HO, KaK U CJIeI0BAJIO0 OXUIaTh, MOTEpIIeIa
Heyaauy.

JI>KOpIKETT 3aMyMUMBO TTOAHECIIA JIAMOHb K Ty0aM 1 Opes-
[JIMBO TIOMOPIIWIACh. 3anax OpeHIu, Ka3ajaoCh, BIIUTAJICS B €€
koxy. OHa 4TO, MpMHMMaJIa BAHHY U3 OpeHIN BMECTO BOIbI?
U BooOGIIE, 4TO OHA Aetaia Buepa?

Bnopouem, npuHuMas BO BHUMaHME TOT (pakKT, 4TO OHa
MPOCHYJIaCh B HE3HAKOMOI KOMHATe, B TIOCTEJIU C HE3HAKO-
MBIM MY>XKYMHOM... Ia elle W MpoIiaxja aJKorojeM, OoT 4pe3-
MEpPHOTO yMOTpeOJIeHNsI KOTOPOTO CKOHYAJICA €€ MYyX, Ipa-
BUJIbHEE OBLIO OBI CIIPOCUTH, YETO OHA HE JeJana.
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PBOTHBII KOM, Tyroii ¥ TOPBKUIA, CIABUJI TOPJIO. >KOpIKeTT
He MMOHMMaJIa, KaK TaKoe MOTJIO IIPOU30iTH ¢ Heil. Ee mokoii-
HBII My OBLI 3aIIOMHBIM IIbSIHULIEH W PaCIlyTHUKOM, M OHA,
XOTbh U CMOTpEJIa CKBO3b MaJIblbl HA €T0 3aryJibl, HE MepecTa-
BaJsia cTpanaTh. Tak Kak e Morja oHa rmacThb Tak Hu3ko?! Kak
MOTJIa OITYCTUTBCS 10 TOTO CKOTCKOTO COCTOSTHUSI, B KOTOPOM
ee MOKOMHBIN MyX MpeObIBajl OOJIBIIYIO YaCTh BpeMeHM?

Bnpouem, oHa omycTunack gaxe Huxe. Bemp ecnu Ha
MOA0OHBIE TIPETPElIeHUST KEHTIIbMEHOB CBET MOT 3aKPBITh
rj1a3a, TO JIeAu TaKoe He MPOoIIaJoCch HU MPU KaKUX 00CTOsI-
TeJbCTBaX. Jleau He MpOCKIMAIOTCs B MOCTEM C HE3HAKOMIIA-
MM, HE UMesl HY MaJiei1liero npeicTaBAeHUs O TOM, KaK TaKoe
TTOJTYYUJIOCH.

JI>KOPIKETT MOMSITUIACh U TIPUXKalach CIIMHOM K CTEHE.
IpyOrie OyMaxkHble 000U ILiapalHyau Koxy. WM numb torma
OHa OCO3HaJla, YTO Ha Heil Huuero Het. OKa3bIBaeTcs, eja ee
00CTOAT e1le XyxKe, yeM oHa mymazia. OHa Jiexaja B IOCTeIn
C HE3HAKOMILIEM... Toasi!

Ecnu 1 6bU10 Ha CBETE YTO-JIMOO BhI3bIBABIlIEE Y Hee 0O0JIb-
1ee OTBpallleHue, YeM OpeHAN U MYyXbsl, TO 3TO HaroTa!

JI>KOPIKETT KaK 3a MOCJIECIHIOK COJIOMMHKY JepKaiach
3a HaJeXMmy, YTO BCE OTO €l CHUTCS M CKOPO KOILIMap 3aKOH-
yurcd. Ho, Korma cnuiiib, He CHABIIIUIINL MYXCKOTO Xpara.
Ecnu okolHbIN MyXK €€ 4eMy-TO 1 HayduJsl, TO KaK pa3 3TO-
My. U ceiiuac el ciaegoBajio MOOBICTpee HAWTU CBOIO OAEXKIY
U O0peCTH paccylokK. YBbI, U TO U APYTroe OHa, ITOX0Xe, yTpa-
tuna. Kak v namsrs...

JI>KOpIXETT MOIHSIIA C 1oJ1a TePBYIO MOMaBIIYIOCS Ha Tia-
3a TPSIKY, KOTOpasi Mpu OJIVKaiIeM pacCMOTPEHUM OKasa-
J1ach My:XCKoIt pybamikoii. [lepea TeM Kak HaaeTh ee Ha ceosl,
JI>KOpIXETT CTpsIXHyJIa ¢ pyOalllKy MEJIKUE OCKOJIKU CTeKJIa
u niepbst. [Tonsl goxomunm eit no cepenrHbl MKp. OT pydaiku
MaxJjio... He CKa3aTb YTOObI OYEHb YK HEMPUSITHO — MbLIOM
U ellle — YyTh-YyTh — KOHCKUM IOTOM U Koxeit. CTouio ei
MPUHIOXAThCS, KaK TEJIO ¢ TOTOBHOCTBIO OTKJIMKHYJIOCH YyB-
CTBEHHBIM BO30YXAeHUeM. J>KopaxkeTT He repecTaBaia cede
yauBnsThest. OHa 1 3T0? MyXunHa ObLI eif coBceM He 3Ha-
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KOM, Y 3HAKOMUTBCS C HUM y Hee He ObLIO HU MaJeiilnero
xenanus. [1penarenbckue peakiiuu COOCTBEHHOTO TeJla 3acTa-
BWIM €€ UCIIBITAaTh CMYLIEHUE U PACTEPSIHHOCTb.

JIKOpaKeTT onacauBoO MOCMOTpeia Ha KpoBaTb. M3-mof
ojiesiyla Topyajla COTHYTasi B KOJIEHE HOra C MYCKYJIUCTOW
UKPOW, MPUTTOPOIIEHHOW TEMHBIMU BOJIOCKAMU, U 3aThLIIOK
C pacTpenaHHBIMU TEMHBIMU BoJiocaMu. TyT MyX4WHa Me-
peBepHYyJICS Ha Ipyroii 60K, u B3opy IKopaxeTT mpencraia
ryctast 6opoja, OTpaliMBaTh KOTOPYIO HU OJUH MOJIOAON ye-
JIoBeK B JIoHIOHE He cTasl ObI — pa3Be TOJIBKO Ha cIiop. Bripo-
yeM, HMKaKasi 60pojia He MOoTJjia CKPBITh 0J1aropoHOi (hopMbI
ero Hoca M YyBCTBEHHOro abpuca ry6. Bo cHe oH BbIrjIsiaen
BIOJIHE MUPOJIIOOMBO. W naxe mo-cBoeMy MpuBIeKaTeIbHO.

Ho Benp oH HezHakomel!

— Tocmomu, 4ro xe s Hagemana? — mpomenTana Jxopa-
keTT. KyTasicb B MyXCKyI0 pyOallky, OHa Ha IIbITIOUKaXx Mo/10-
1IIJ1a K KPOBaTH, YTOOKI JIyUIlle paCCMOTPETD CIISIIIero. Moxer,
YTO-HUOYIb B €T0 JIUIIE MOKAXETCSI €if 3HAKOMBIM, 3aCTaBUT
BCIIOMHUTh, KaK OHA OKa3ajach 3[1eCb U UTO €€ C HUM CBS-
3bIBAJIO.

MyXurHa BBITJISIIEN JIET Ha TPUALATH ¢ HeOoIbIuM. Bo-
JIOCHI Y HETO CJIeTKa 3aBUBAJIMCh HAa KOHIIAX; KOT/A Xe YTPeH-
HUI1 CBET U3 OKHA ymajl Ha ero 60poly, OHa Ka3aiach ckopee
pBLKEii, 4eM 4epHOIl. A BOT PECHUIIBI Y HETO ObLIM TOpasio
TeMHee, 4YeM Oopoma, — TYCTbie M Ha yIWBJIEHUE JJIMHHBIC,
OHU OTOpachIBaJiM TEHb Ha 3aropesibie cKyabl. OKUHYB B3IJIs-
IIoM cOOCTBEeHHbIE OJieHbIe HOTH, JI>)KOPIKETT MpuIiia K He-
YTELIUTEILHOMY BBIBOAY: TI0 CPABHEHUIO CO CMYIJION KOXeEM
He3HaKOMIIa ee TaK TIIaTeJIbHO o0eperaeMasi OT COJTHIIA KOXa
BBITJIsIIENA TYCKJION 1 Ge3KU3HeHHOM. W, yBbI, KaK HU BIJIsI-
NIbIBAJIACH B €0 YEPThl, OHA TAK HUYETO U HEe BCIIOMHWJIA, XOTS
10 KaKOW-TO HEMOHSTHOW TPUYMHE T10 TEJy €€ pacTeKaloch
MPUSITHOE TEIUIO.

IMpocThiHs, Ha KOTOPOIt JiexXan My>XXUMHa, BBITJIsIIEIa He
0COOEHHO YUCTOI, TaK YTO... BOBMOXHO, B 9TOI MOCTENU OOU-
tamm Omoxu! JIXopmkeTT mepenepHyiao. Kak Moria oHa pe-
IIUATBCS TPOBECTH TYT HOUB?! U, UTO ellle cyliecTBeHHee, Kak
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MOTJIa OHA PEUIUThCS MPOBECTU HOYb UMEHHO ¢ HUM? YeMm oHa
PYKOBOJICTBOBaJIaCch B CBOeM BbIOOpe?

— Ilpomry Te6s1, boxe, ToIbKO ObI OH OKa3aJICs IXKEHTIb-
MeHOM, — TpobopMoTana JIXKOpIKEeTT, TbITasiCh MOHATh, Ha
KOT0 3TOT MYXUYMHA MOXOAMJ OOJibllle — HA TOCMOAWHA WU
Ha ciyry. PyGarnika u3 XJIonka OTJIMYHOU BbIIEIKH, YTO ObLIa
ceifuac Ha Heil, SBHO TIpUHAJIeXKajla TOCITOANHY, HO HU OJWH
13 3HAKOMBIX il JDKEeHTJIbMEHOB He 00J1afiajl CTOJIb Pa3BUTOM
MYCKYJIaTypO¥t.

Tyt JXopmXeTT BOPYr 3aMeTWia Ha II0Jy CBOE€ ILIaThe
W HaKJIOHUJIACh, YTOOBI €ro MOJHSTH, 3aTe€M OMNYCTUIACh Ha
KOJIEHU U 3arjisiHyJia oJ KpoBaTh B HaJIEX/1€ OThICKATh TY(IIU.
OckoJIKM CcTeKJia Llaparnaiy KoJIeHU, a rpy0o o0CTpyraHHbIe
JIOCKY T10J1a TPO3UJIM OCTaBUTh 3aHO3HI.

BHeszanmHo ¢ kpoBatu goHeccs IpOMKuUi xpar, u JIxopa-
KETT, 3aCThIB B HEYIOOHOI T03€e, MOoXoJjonesa Mpyu MbICIH,
YTO €C/d 3TOT MYXXUYMHA NEWCTBUTEIBHO JXEHTJIbMEH, TO,
yero 1o0poro, MOCYMTAET CBOMM JOJITOM KEHUThCS Ha Heil
ocJie TOTr0, YTO, BO3MOXKHO, MPOU30LIIIO0 MEXAY HUMU HOYbIO.
A 3TOTO OHa HMKAaK HE MOTJIa JOYCTUTh, TOTOMY UTO OOJIbIIIE,
YyeM CKaHJaJl, KOTOPbIii HEMUHYEMO TPSTHET, €CJIU CIYX O CITy-
yupiemcs ¢ Heii B Lllotnanauu nofiner 1o JTOHIOHCKHUX Tas3erT,
ee CTpallluI ellle OAWH 0e3paJoCTHBINM OpaK C TeM, KTO MUTal
HEYEMHYIO CTPAacTh K XEHIIIMHAM U BbIITUBKE.

JI>KopIKeTT BcTajla ¢ KOJIEHeH M HaTsHyJIa TulaThe Yepe3
TOJIOBY, AaXe HE MOTPYAMBUIMCH MOMCKATh KOPCET U HUXKHIOIO
py6amky. Mexay TeM MyXuMHa Ha KpOBaTH BHOBb 3allleBe-
JIJICSI, YeM TIpUBEJT €¢ B COCTOSTHUE MaHUKU. IKOPIXKETT 3a-
MepJia Ha MTHOBEHUE, 3aTeM, OCTaBUB HEYKITIOXKHUE TOMBITKA
3aCTeTHYTh MYTOBULIBI Ha Ju(de 1iaThsi, 6pocunack K 1Bepu
C €IMHCTBEHHOM LIeJIbI0 — 0Ka3aThCs MOJAbILIE OT 3TOT0 BHY-
IIaBIIETo cTpax He3HakomIla. O HAKO TaroYKy JIUTLIN K TPsi3-
HOMY 3aCKOpPY3JI0OMY T10J1Y, a 111eKO0J1a OTYEro-TO He 3axoTesa
TO/1aBaThCS.

U torna ona yBuzaena ato! Konibilo Ha ee pyke OjecHy-
JIO B JTy4ax COJIHIIA, MPOOMBILIMUXCS CKBO3b TOHKME IITOPHI Ha
OKHax.



J>xopaXeTT B yxKace MojHecaa pyKy K riazam. [Toxoxe,
OonpaBJAINCh Xyallve U3 ee onaceHuil. Konblio Ha ee Ge3bl-
MSIHHOM MaJiblie UMEJIO TPAaBUPOBKY B BUE (PaMUIBLHOTO Tep-
0a, KOTOPEIiA He ObUT €l 3HAKOM.

DTO KOJbLIO HAa O€3bIMSIHHOM Majblie €€ JEeBOW pyKu —
B COBOKYITHOCTHU C COMYTCTBYIOIIMMU OOCTOSITEIbCTBAMU —
MO3BOJISIIO CAENIaTh BHIBOA TOM, YTO Telepb OHA CHOBA 3a-
MY>XHSISL 1aMa.

Ho Bce ee cyiecTBo MPOTUBUIOCH TPUHSITUIO 3TOTO (hakK-
Ta. Benp cBanpba Bcerma miaHupyeTcs 3apaHee... K ToMy ke
CBaabp0Oe MpeIIeCTBYIOT TOMOJIBKA, OTJIAllIEeHUE U BCe TIpoyvee.
B kpaiiHeM ke cilyyae — IMOKYIKa CHelaabHON JIMLEH3UH.
M naxe ecau orOpocuTh BCe BhllIecKa3aHHOe, oHa, xop-
KETT, MPOCTO He Morjia Obl BHOBb BHIMTH 3aMyX. Bo Bcsikom
ciyyae — ceifuac, KOraa IBa Toja Tpaypa OCTaluCh M03aau
U y Hee HaKOHell MOSIBUJIaCh BO3MOXHOCTh 3aXKUThb TMOJTHOM
KU3HBIO. 2KM3HBIO CBOOOIHOM XXEHIIUHBbI!

Yyt noMennus, JXKopaxeTT o0epHyJIach, UTOOBI ellie pa3
IMOCMOTPETh Ha TOTO, KTO CKOpEe BCETO Ternepb MPUXOIUICS
el myxem. Kakumu Obl COBEpIIEHHBIMU TTPOTIOPLIUSAMU HU
00y1agano ero Tejao U Kakue Obl YYBCTBEHHBIC peaklMU HU
BbI3bIBAJIa B HEl 3Ta COTHYTAasi B KOJIEHE HOTa, OHA HE MOTJa
B 3[[paBOM YMe€ U TPE3BOI MaMSITU MepeYepKHYTh HaleX 1y Mo~
KUTh HAKOHELL 11 ce0sl.

M TyT cTpax 1 pacTepssHHOCTb, UTO BJIaJIe/Iv €10 C MOMEHTA
MpoOyXIeHUsI, YCTYIIMIM MECTO THeBY. JIXKOpIKeTT caesaia
mar B HampasjieHuM KpoBaTu. OHa MOJKHA ObLIa ero pas-
OyIuTh U MOTPeOOBaTh OOBSICHEHUM, OAHAKO... Jlaxke MBICTb
0 TOM, YTOOBI MPUKOCHYTHCSI K HE3HAKOMILY, BbI3bIBaJia y Hee
06e30T4eTHBIN cTpax. YToObI He TpUKacaThCsl K HEMY PYKOM,
TpebOoBaaoCh HAUTU YTO-TO IJII ITOM LM ITOIXOISIIee,
1 JIXKOPIXETT He TIPUIIUIO B TOJIOBY HUYETO JIy4llle, YeM IO -
HSTb C M0Jla HOYHOU rOpUIOK, MO CYACTbIO MYCTOM, U TOTKHYTh
UM MYXUMHY B TUIEYO.

— OrTKpoiiTe T1a3a, — TMpPOIIUIIeSa OHa, C TPYAOM y3HaB
COOCTBEHHBII ToJIOC.

MyX4uHa MepeBepHYJICS Ha CITUHY, MOTSHYJICS U IPUOT-
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KpPBLJT COHHBIE IJ1a3a LiBeTa OyThUIOYHOTO CTeKJIa. YbIOKa 3a-
B3STOro COOJIa3HUTENIS 3aurpajia y Hero Ha rybax. 3yObl xke
0Ka3ajMCch POBHBIMU U OEJIBIMU.

— Jlobpoe yTpo, — CcKaszaa OH XPUIUIOBAaTHIM 0aCKOM. —
He 3Hato0, 4TO TEOs1 MOAHSIO B TaKyl0o paHb. 3abupaiics Ha3am
B KpoBaTh. f TeOs1 mpuiackaro.

JI>KOPIZKETT BMOJIHE XBaTUJIO TOTO, YTO OHA yCHbIIIaia,
YTOOBI MOHSATH: ITOT MYXUYMHA HE ObUI HU JXXEHTJIBMEHOM,
HM aHTIMYaHUHOM. M Torma oHa BCIIOMHUIJIA, B KaKO#l cTpa-
He Haxommiack. O 6oxe, Benp oHa — B Illormanmuu! A Opa-
KW B 3TOU CTpaHe 3aKJIoyaiud, MAHYS MPUHSATbIE B AHIJIIUU
dbopmanbHOoCcTU. He ycreelllb U 171a30M MOPTHYTbh, a ThI YK€
3aMyXeM.

IlamsTh TIOCTENEHHO Hayaja K Hell Bo3Bpalarhcs. OHa
BCIIOMHMJIA, YTO coOMpaiach noexaTtb Kyaa-HUOYAb, YTOOBI
CMEHUTb OOCTAHOBKY U OTIOXHYTb. 2KyTK1e 00CTOSTEeNbCTBA
rubenu ee Myxa U ABYXJIETHUU Tpayp mosepriau J>KopaxeTt
B yHbIHMe. Ee nBOIOpOIHBII OpaT HEKOTOpOE BpeMms Hazasn
yvexan B Lornannuio. CtyneHT-O0M0MIOT, OH coObupasics Ha-
nucatb padoTy, MOCBAIIEHHYIO (hayHe ITUX CEBEPHBIX MECT.
Korma Ky3eH Hamucasn eil, mpuriaiiasi rnpuexaTb B TOCTH,
Jxxopmxert monymana, yto Lllotnanaus ¢ ee 6eCKOHEUHBIMU
COCHOBBIMU JIeCaMM, C U3yMUTEJIbHbIMU Mei3axaMu U, 4TO
caMoe BaxKHOe, ¢ ee yIaJIeHHOCTbIO OT AHIJIUM — 3TO KakK pa3
TO MECTO, KOTOPOE MOXET BEpHYTH ee K ku3Hu. Eit Hano 6110
MOOBITh HaeAWHE C CO00I1, YTOOBI HAOPAThCSI CUJI U K Havyamy
Cce30Ha OKOHYATEJIbHO He CHUKHYTD ITOJ1 JTMLIEMEPHO XKaJIOCT-
JINBBIMU B3TJISIAAMU CBETCKUX CIIJIETHUKOB U CTUIETHUIL.

Ho Hukorma — gaxe B CTpalllHOM CHe! — OHa He MorJja
MPEeACTaBUTh, YTO BEPHETCS B OOIIECTBO B CTaTyce 3aMyXKHeM
xeHmuHbl. Ho, kak HUM cTapanach, JXKOpAXeTT He Moria
BCIIOMHUTb, MPU KaKUX 0OCTOSATENbCTBAX OKa3ajach B 3TOMU
KOMHare, IoX0Xei Ha HOMep B TPEThepa3psiIHON TOCTUHULIE.
M He MorJ1a BCMOMHUTD 3TOTO MYXXUYHWHY.

CrnoBa, KOTOpbIE HEOOXOIMMO ObLIO IIPOU3HECTH, 3aCTPsI-
JIN Yy Hee B ropJjie Kak roaropeslii TocT. OTKyaa-To CHU3Y,
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KCTaTH, HECJIO TOpeJIbiIM — HaBEpHOE, Ha KyXHE TOTOBUJIU
3aBTpaK.

— Kro BBI? — ¢ TpymoM BbeimaBuiia I>KOpIKETT.

HesHakomell co CMEITKOM MPUTIOAHSIJICS U CeJl B KpOBaTH.

— ToI ceifyac periuiaa 00 3TOM CIIPOCUTH? A HOUbIO TeOe,
TOX0Xe, ObLJIO BCE PaBHO.

TyT onesiio COCKOJIB3HYJIO ¢ HEero, U IXKOpIXKeTT nmoitMana
cebs1 Ha TOM, YTO CMOTPUT Ha €ro KMBOT — MYCKYJIUCTBIN,
KPETKU1iA, CJIOBHO BHITOUEHHBII 13 MpaMopa. OHa CyI0pOXHO
CIJIOTHYJIA. DTOT MYXUMHA OMNpeleIeHHO He ObLI IXKEHTIbME-
HOM, HO M TIPOCTBIM CJIYTOl OH TOXE€ CKOpee BCero He ObLI.
Ciyr ¢ TaKUMU MPEBOCXOAHBIMU (PU3UUECKUMU JAHHBIMU HE
CYILIECTBOBAJIO B TIPUPOJIE.

JIKOPIKETT C yKacoM ollyllana, Kak pacTekaeTcs Mo Tesry
npusaTHoe Tero. O 6oxe, ee BIEeKI0 K 3ToMy MyxkuuHe! Temo
OTKAa3bIBaJIOCh MOMYMHSITLCSI pa3ymy.

— KeM BBL... cimyxuTe? — CIpocujia OHa CIABICHHBIM IIIe-
TOTOM.

M cHoBa pasnancst ero cMelok.

— CrpaHHO, YTO ThI pellInia 3a1aTh MHE 3TOT BOIIPOC yXKe
MocJie TOTO, KakK sl oKazall Tebe yciuyry. — MyxX4unHa KUBKOM
yKasaJl Ha KICTb €€ JIEBOI PYKU, 1 yJIbIOKa ero mpeodpasuiach
B IJIYMJIMBYIO YXMBUIKY. — S Bai My, muienu. W BbI 3a1071-
Xajayd MHE elle OOWH MOLEIYN.

Eme omqun?.. Bugut bor, oHa 11 mepBoro-To He MOMHMIIA.
OnHako... Ee XyTKas noraaka Terepb MoJydyusia MOATBePXKIe-
Hue, U JIKOpIKETT oBiajiesia maHuKa.

— Myx? — mepecrnpocuia oHa, OOJU3HYB Nepecoxinne
TyOBI.

BOTOT MyXX4YMHa, TOBOPUBIINI KaK MPOCTOJIOINH U CJIO-
XKEHHBI Kak OOr, SIBHO He IpMHamjexana K ee Kpyry. Benb
oHa, JI>XKOpIIKeTT, KaK-HUKaK Obljla BIOBOI BUKOHTA, U €Clv
Obl U pelInach BHOBb BBIMTH 3aMyX — 4YTO MaJlOBEPOSITHO
B TIPUHIIUIIE, — TIOCTapajiach Obl BHIOpATh ce0e B MYXbsl Ha-
CTOSIILIETO JXKEHTJIbMeHa. Y1 BooOIlle, He ClIeqoBajo BEpUTh
9TOMY 4eJIOBeKYy. BHe 3aBUCHMMOCTH OT TOTO, YTO TTPOU3OLLIO
MeXIy HUMM HOUYbIO, OHA HE MOTJIa BCTYIIUTb C HUM B Opak
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10 CBOEI BOJIe — HUKOT/AA Obl HE ClieJiaia CTOJIb OTIPOMETIYM -
BBIN 11aLn

— Bubl 3Haete, K10 1?7 — IXKOPIKETT HaAeslach, YTO BbI-
Opayia BEpHBII TOH.

Hesnakomelr Becesno paccMesiics.

— Tak 3710 Xe sicHO Kak JieHb! Thl keHInnHa! — OH rmoMa-
HUJI ee MaJblieM. — A Temnepb, MOsI 10Opasi XXeHYIIKa, IoJie-
3ali-Ka B TIOCTeJb. bylneM 3HaKOMUTBCS TI0 HOBOTA.

Ee HoBoMCIIEUeHHBII MY SIBHO TTpeObIBal B UTPMBOM Ha-
cTpoeHuu, HO JIxKopmkeTT ObUI0 He do 1ryTok. Kak cMen oH
TaK HeyBaXXUTEJIbHO K Hell oopaiiarbes?! CIOBHO OHa — ero
cobctBeHHOCTB! C Hee XBaTWIIO U TiepBoro myxa! JIDKopmkeTT
He MOHMMaJIa, YTO Ha Hee HaIllJIo, HO pyKa €€, BCe eIl CXU-
MaBlIliasi pyyKy HOYHOTO TOPILKA, BAPYT MOJHSIACH, pa3Max-
HyJIach — W 3allyCTWJIa TOPIIOK B 60pPOJATOTO HE3HAKOMIIA.
Paznasncst rpoxoT — 3TO TOpIIOK, YAApUBIIKCH O yepen Oen-
HSITU, pacKoJjoJicsd Ha Kycku. M B TOT e MUT, UCITyTaBLIMCh
conestHHOTO, JI)KOpIKeTT 6pocusiach HayTeK.

Kak 65l TaM HY ObLIO, OHA He CTaHEeT 0€3BOJIbHOMN UTpYyIII-
Kol B pykax ouepemgHoro myxa! Hu 3a yto B xxu3Hu!

Ihaga 2

JI>KOpIKeTT cTpeMriiaB coerasia 1Mo TEMHOU JIECTHULIE Tpe-
ThECOPTHOM rocTUHMUIIBI. [Ipoberast MumMo obeaeHHOrO 3ana,
oHa 3axaiyia Hoc. OT 3armaxa BapeHbIX SIUL] U KOMTYEHON KUJIb-
KU €€ YyTh He CTOIIHUI0. XO35IMH TOCTUHUIIbI B UBYMJIEHUU
OKJIMKHYJI €e, HO OHa Jaxe He orjisiHyjaach. U Ha ynuue eit
JIeTYe He CTajlo — rojioBa, Ka3ajaoch, packajablBajlach U Tyjaesia
HEelIaHO.

JIxxopmxeTT 3axana ymu jgagoHsiMu. CojiHIle eaBa BCTa-
JIO, a TOPOJ yX€ MPUIIET B ABVKEHUE. YIUYHbIE TOPTOBIIbI,
crapasich epeKpuyarh APYT Apyra, 3a3blBajii MOKyMNaTesei.
IMoxoxe, B loTnaHauu yTpo HauMHAIOCh KyAa paHbIIIE,
yeM B poaHoi AHriuu. [lpudyeM 3amaxu eapl mpecienoBa-
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mm JxxopmxeTT u 3mech. Bo3MoOXHO, 3amax MIpOXKKOB — UX
Kapuju MpsIMO Ha YIUle — B MHOE BpeMsl ToKa3ajcst Obl eit
anIeTUTHBIM, HO TOJIBKO HE B 3TO yTpo. CaMOUYyBCTBUE €€,
MPSIMO CKa3aTh, OCTABJISIO XeJIaTh JIYYIIeTro, HO (hu3ndecKue
MYKH, KOTOpbIE OHa ceiiuac MCIIbIThIBaja, He IIUIM HU B Ka-
KOe CpaBHCHHME C MyKaMH OyIlIeBHbIMU. Benb oHa momHsia
PYKy Ha MyxxuuHy! He mpocTo Ha MyX4MHY, Ha COOCTBEHHO-
ro Myxa! OcraBajoch JIMIIIb HAACATHCS, YTO OHA HE HaHecsa
€My YBeUHMii, HECOBMECTUMBIX C 3KM3HbIO. B cBoe ornpaBnaHue
JI>KOpmKeTT Morja cKa3aThb TOJIbKO OIHO: OHA JelCTBOBaJa
B cocTtosiHMM addekTa. Bcro XX13Hb OHa MoJT4a CHOocUIa 00U -
IIbl, KOITMJIA X B ce0e, HO yallla ee TepIeHMsI IepernoJHUIaCh,
¥ THEB Hales BbIxod. Jla, KOHEYHO, €ii clIenoBaJio CHavaja
MoAyMaTh, a TIOTOM JeHCTBOBATh, HO B TOT MOMEHT OHa He TO
YTO AyMaTh, ABIIIATH HE MOIJa!

[TogxBaTtuB 106KH, JIXKOPIKETT OpocUIach MPOYb OT 3aXy-
IIaJIoli TOCTMHMIIBI, MeCTa ee 1o3opa. Ee coBcem He 3a00TmIIO,
Kak OHa ceityac BbITjisAnena. «UTo s Hamenana, 4Tto s Hazie-
Jana?» — CJIO0BHO 3aKJIMHAHKE MOBTOpsijia oHa mpo cedsi. Ho
yXKe yepe3 MAHYTY, KOTaa 3IpaBblil CMBIC Havasl IIOHEMHOTY
0/10JIeBaTh MAHUKY, K 3TOMY BOMPOCY MPUOABUIICS €IIle OIUH:
«Ime a9?»

JI>XXOpIXKeTT Oekajia o He3HaAKOMOI TOPrOBOM yJIM1IE, COB-
CeM He IOXOIMBIILIEH Ha POIHbBIC TOHAOHCKME. 3aIbIXaBIIUCh,
OHa OCTaHOBWJIACh TIOJl HABECOM OYepeHOM JIaBKM, yIiepiach
JIAIOHBIO B KUPIIMYHYIO CTEHY U IOMbITaJach OTIALIIIATHCS.
[IpoxomuBiIre MUMO ABE IOHBIC JIEAW B HAPSOHBIX YEIIax
C pa3BEBAIOIIMMUCS PO3OBBIMU JICHTAMM Pa3TJIsIbIBAIA €€
C HECKPBIBAeMBIM JTIOOOITBITCTBOM 1M TUXOHBKO IIEPEIICIIThI-
BaJIUCh.

JI>KOpIKETT Jaxe AyMaTh HE XOTEJI0Ch O TOM, KaKOe XKall-
Koe 3penulie oHa coboii nmpenactasiseT. OnHa Ipuyecka yero
crouaa!l He roBops yk 0 TOM, 4TO OT Hee, HaBepHOe, 3a BEPCTY
paswio OpeHnu. B crenike mokumasi TOCTUHUILY, OHA AyMalia
JIMIIb O TOM, Kak ObI coexaThb oTTyna rnmooesictpee. Ho teneps,
0Ka3aBIINCh Ha BeCbhMa OXWBJICHHOM yJIUIle HeIPUIeCaHHOM!,
B IUIaThe, KOTOPOE Ha Heil eBa CXOAUIOCHh M3-3a OTCYTCTBUSI
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Kopcerta, J[>KOpIXeTT HEBOJIbHO 3aAyMallach O TOM, CTOWJIO JIA
Tak ToponuThcsi. I oHa Bce ellle He MoHKUMaJa, TiIe HaxOoIuT-
csl, M HE TOMHMJIA, KaK TyT oka3asach. [loyocaTeiil HaBec mo-
nepek yauubl... KonoHka, Bo3jie KOTOPOil BBICTPOMJIACH OUe-
penpb kealolux HadpaTh BOALL... I>KOpIXeTT Oblla yBepeHa,
YTO BCE 3TO BUIEJa BIEpBbIe — U YIUILY 3Ty, U jwonei. Eciun
OHAa ¥ 3Hajia KOro-TO B 3TOM TOpoJie, TO JIUIIIb TOro bopoaaya
¢ durypoii aTyieTa, ¢ KOTOPbIM MPOCHYJIACh B OJHOM MTOCTEJH.

W Bo Bceli LlloTmanauu eii ObLT 3HAKOM €111e TOJIBKO OIUH
yenoBeK — ee Ky3eH Panmonnd bapToH.

[TpucioHUBIINCH CTMHON K KMPIUYHOW cTeHe, Jxxopm-
JKETT TUXO BCXJIumHyJa. Yto Teneph ¢ Heli Oyner? He cauii-
KOM O0HaIeXX1Balollee Hauasao IBYXHeNETbHbBIX HIOTIaHACKUX
KaHUKYJI, Ha KOTOpble OHAa BozJjaraja Takue pamyXXHble Ha-
nexnbl. OHa TOMHWIIA, YTO TIpyexaja K Ky3eHYy TpU JHS Ha-
3an uian... Mnm Bce e yeThipe? 3aucKuBaolIias yromiuBoCTh
Ky3€Ha HEMNMpUITHO Mnopa3uia J>KOpaXeTT, Kak U OTCYTCT-
BUE O0CIIaHHOW MM KOMITAHbOHKH, a TakXke roOpHUYHOM. U,
YTO €llle XyXe, Y Hee Cpa3y K€ BO3HMKIIO MOAO03pPEHUE, YTO
Panponbd vmen Ha Hee omnpeaesieHHbIE BUIbI U MPUTIACUIT
€e COBCEM He TMOTOMY, YTO XOTeJl MOo-OpaTcKu MOIAepXKaTh.
OHa eure O6oJiee yTBepAMIach B CBOMX MOMO3PEHUSIX HaKaHy-
HE BeYepoM — €eCJiM, KOHEUYHO, 3TO ObLIO BUepa, — KOrjaa 3a
yxuHoMm PaHmonb( cen HampoTUB Hee W IIPUHSUICS OypaBUTh
B3msiioM. OHa ep3ajia Ha CTyJie, He Haxo/sl cede MecTa. A 4To
OBLIO MTOTOM, YBbI, HE TOMHUJIA.

— 4 npuHec BaM KOTeHKa, MUCC.

JIKOPIXETT CTPeMUTENbHO 00epHYIach, 3aA0XHYBUIUCH
OT HEOXKUIAHHOCTU. B HECKOIbKUX 111arax OT Hee CTOSUI IPy3-
HBI MyXYMHA B 3a0pbI3raHHOM KpPOBBIO (hapTyke. OT Hero
YKacHO pa3ujio TIOTOM, a B €ro rycroii 6opoje 1Bera Kpac-
HOBATOM TJMHBI 3aCTPSUIM KPOILIKU €Ibl WJIM, BO3MOXHO,
4Yero-to Apyroro — JI>)KOppKeTT mpeanouwia He AymMaTh, Yero
WMEHHO.

A XW3Hb B ropoje luymena u Oypawia. Ha ynuiel BbI-
CBITIAJIM XEHIIMHBI C IETbMU U TOMOXO3SIMKM ¢ KOP3MHAMMU,
CrielMBIIMe Ha peIHOK. Ho Ka3anoch, HUKOMY U3 TIPOXOXKUX
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He ObUIO HUMKAKOTO [ieia 10 TOTO, YTO yCTpallalolIero Buaa
CyOBEKT B 3a0pbI3raHHOM KPOBBIO (hapTyKe aepxkasl B OJHOMU
PYKE KpMBOM MSCHULIKUIA HOX, @ B APYrOii — KOTEHKA.

— 4 Bac 3Ha0? — cnipocuiia JIKOPIKETT, B CTpaxe OTCTY-
MUYB Ha 1l1ar.

Boponau ynbiOHysCSI, 0OHAPYXUB IBIPY B TOM MECTe, IIe
JTOJKHBI OBUTM HAXOAMThCS TIepeaHNE 3YObl.

— Makpopu MeHs 30ByT. Buepa Beuepom, Korma Mbl 1Mo-
3HAKOMUJIUCh, CIIyyall He MPeCTaBUICs Ha3BaTh ceOsl.

— MbI ¢ BaMu ITO3HAKOMUJIMCh BUepa? — YTpo 0Ka3ajaoch
OGoraThIM Ha CIOPMIPU3bI. DTOTO GOpOIaYa BIIOJTHE MOXKHO ObI-
JIO TIPUHSITD JIMOO 32 HEPSILJIMBOTO MSICHUKA, JTMOO 3a YOUIILLY.
Takoro yBUauIIIb Ha yIUIE — HA JAPYTYIO CTOPOHY Mepeieliib,
a yX Ipo TO, YTOOBI BOIMTL C HUM JIPYXO0Y, M peuu ObITh He
moryio. MHTepecHO, HAaCKOJIbKO OJIM3KO OHA ycriela ¢ HUM
MMO3HAKOMUTHCSI B TOT OTPE30K BPEMEHU, KOTOPBIN KaKUM-TO
MHUCTUYECKUM 00pa3oM BhINal U3 ee Mmamsitu?

— Tak BbI He MOMHUTE? A, HY 3TO TTOHSITHO... Bce Tak ObI-
CTPO CJIYYMUJIOCh: CliepBa — Ha MEHs, IOTOM — Cc MeHs. Bam
HEeMYyIpeHO 1 3a0bITh. — [0J10C My>X4uHBI B (hapTyKe 3ByJas
TakK e packaTUCTO, KaK U roJioc TOro, KTO OCTajlcs B HOMeEpE,
HO B OTJIMYME OT TOCJIEAHEr0 rojioc TO JIU MSICHUKA, TO Jin
yOuiilbl He Tporai 3a ayury. OT c/OB XXe ero, BepHee — OT
TOTO, YTO MOJ HUMHU TOAPa3yMeBAIOCh, Y JIXKOPIKETT BOJIOCHI
Ha 3aThUIKE BCTAIU AHIOOM.

— 4... obuta Ha Bac? — «locmoam, caenai Tak, 4TOOBI ST
OCJIbIIIANTack», — MBICJIEHHO B3MOJIWJIACh OHA.

— Hy na. O6xBatuia MeHsI, Kpenko Tak. — OT xoxoTa
MSCHUMKA KpPOBaBbIe IMATHA Ha €ro (apTyke 3aKOJbIXaJIuCh,
CJIOBHO 3aHaBeCKU Ha BeTpy. — Kak u rjie CTUCHYTh — B 9TOM
Bbl 3HAeTe TOJIK, BEPHO FOBOPIO.

ITo Buckam JI>KOpAXKeTT 3aCTpyuIIcs MOT, a MO CIIMHE MPo-
Oexai xoaomok. Paccynok oTka3blBajICsl BEPUTH B CAMYIO OUe-
BUIHYIO MHTEPIPETALIMIO CJIOB 3TOTO OOPOAATOrO MYXXUYUHBI.
YT0-TO TYT OBLIO HE TaK...

— Yro BBI MMeeTe B BULy? — crpocuiia JIXKopaKeTT B Ha-
JIEXe, YTO ceifyac OH CKaxeT, 4YTO, MOJI, MPOCTO MOIIYTHI.
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— 3abwmpaii ero, merka. — MSICHUK yKa3all Ha KOT€HKa
KOHYMKOM Hoxa. — Thbl ero 3apadoTana.

JIKOPIKETT pacTepsiiach HACTOJIbKO, UTO MAIlIMHAJIBHO B3sI-
JIa IPOTSIHYTOTO e KoTeHKa. OH ObUT COBCEM KPOXOil — Hellen
TPU WIK YETbIPE OT POfy, He OoJiblie. OHA MOHSTUS HE UMea,
Kak OyneT 3a00TUTHCST O KOTEHKE, HO OTYETr0-TO PEelInia, YTo ee
JIOJIT — TIPUIOTUTh HecyacTHoe cyiecTBo. IloaepxkaB B pyKax
9TOT MaJIEeHbKUI KOMOK, OHA Y€ He MOTIJIa C HUM PaccTaThCsl.
K Tomy ke JI>KOpIKeTT mogo3peBaia, 4To eCiv BepHEeT KOTEHKa
MSICHUKY, TO MQJIBILI MOXET CTaTh YbMM-HUOYIb YKTHOM.

U Tyt MsicHuk, ogapuB J>KOpIKETT HAMOCIEIOK eIlle O~
HoIt 0e33y00ii yiIbIOKOM, pa3BepHyacs U yiied. JXKopaKeTT
CMOTpeJia eMy BCJie/, TTOKa OH He PAaCTBOPUJICS B TOJTIE. A Ha
Iyllle y Hee CTAHOBWJIOCh BCe MyTOpHee. [ocronu, HeyxXenu
OHa JICCTBUTEIBHO JOTPAaruBagach 10 HETO B MUHTUMHBIX Me-
crax? M Heyxxenu nenana 3To 3a TuUiarty, 3a KOTeHKa?!

JI>XKOpIKeTT CMOpTHYJAa IMoAcTynuBIIMe cie3bl. OHa He
TJ1akaja, Korma yMep ee MyX, XOTsl YyBCTBOBaja ce0si B He-
MAaJIOii CTENEHW BUHOBATOM B €ro IpeXIeBPEMEHHOMU cMmep-
4. He muakana oHa M B TOT MOMEHT, KOTJa, MPOCHYBIIUCH
STHUM YTPOM, YBUJIEJA, YTO JIEXKUT ToJIasi B TOCTEJIU C Uy>KaKOM,
B 001LIAPTIAHHOM U T'PSI3HOM TOCTUHUYHOM HoMepe. Jlaxe BbI-
CKOYMB TIOJIyroJiasi Ha YJIMILy 1 OOHapy>XUB, YTO HE 3HAET, TJIe
HaXOJUTCsI, OHA BCE PABHO HE 3aruiakara.

Ho ceituac, y3HaB 0 TOM, YTO 3TOI HOUbIO OHA, BOBMOXHO,
3aHUMaJIaCh HEMTPUCTOMHOCTSIMU C 3TUM MSICHUKOM, [I>kopa-
KETT He CMOTIJIa ciepKaTh cjie3bl oTBpalneHus. OTBpalieHus
K cebe caMoid.

Ot camoOMuYeBaHUSI €€ OTBJIEK CTYK KOIIBIT U CKPEXET
Kosiec, U JIKOpIKETT efBa ycreja OTCKOUYMTh. Bo3HUIIA Xe
rpo3uJ €if KyJIakOM M YTO-TO OpaJl, HO OHa He MOHsIJIa ero u3-
3a CUJIBHOTO IIOTJIaHACKOTO aKiieHTa. [1oCcKoIb3HYBIINCH HA
Ky4yKe HaBo3a, [IXKOpIXeTT, ¢ TPYIOM COXpPaHUB paBHOBECHE,
OTIPBITHYJIa K Kpalo MOcTOBOi. OKa3aBIIUCh B O€30I1acCHO-
CTH, OHA TIEPBBIM JIEJIOM B3IJISTHYJIa Ha KOTE€HKa, KOTOPOTO
eli MoCYaCTJIMBUIIOCH HE YPOHUTD, a 3aTeM, MOCTIe CEKYHIHBIX
pa3myMMii, CyHysa ero B BbIpe3 IeKOoJIbTe, MHaue OHa He MorJia
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