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3 ayeM Thl CHOBAa SBWJIAaCh MHE B 3Ty HOYb — TSIKKYIO
U JOJTYI0, KaK Jopora B al, KOIja, CIIOTHIKASICh MO
HOIIIE BOCIIOMMHAHMSI, OpeleT 1o Hell oOpeyeHHasT MyKaM
nyma? Yem panblie BeAeT €€ TPO3HBIA MyTh, TEM MeEbye
CTAHOBSTCS 00pa3bl OCTABIICICS IT03aAM XKNU3HU, TEM TJIyIIe
U TUIIE e¢ He3aO0BEeHHBIE OT3BYKU. A IbSIBOJBI BEUHOTIO
OTYAsTHUS, XKAYIIKMe J00ObIYY, BCE PACTYT U PACTYT BIIEpeIn —
M BBIPACTAIOT, KAaK CTOJIETHUE AyObl, U I3BUTEJIBbHBIN XOXOT UX
MIePEXOUT B packKaThbl FpOMa.

Ha! 41 ObL1 011M30K K MBICIH, YTO I'POM — XOXOT AbSIBOJIA
B 3Ty HOYb, KOIJIa TYYM YEPHOI MeIBEXbEl IIKYPOI JiexKaau
Hag Pumowm, muBens xnectan I[Namarua n Kanmmronwit, a Tuop
B3IyBaJICS B OKOBax HaOEpPEKHOM, IbITAasICh, KaK Y3HUK, BbI-
pBaThCs HAa CBOOOIY U 3aTONUTh TpacTeBepe MyTHOI BOJTHOMM.

[IIenu B cTaBHSIX BCIBIXMBAJIK TOJIyOBIMI OTHSIMU HETIpe-
PBIBHO CTPYMBIIMXCS MOJIHUA. I skxmypui riasza. S Kyranacs
B ozeso. S mpsitan ronoBy non noayiiku. Huuro He momo-
rajo: KTO 4yBCTBYET Ipo3y, TOMY He Hallo BUIETh MOJIHUM, HE
HAao CJIbIIIATh IPoMa, YTOOBI CTpaaaTh OT Hee.

I'po3a 3atuxia, Ho He mpoiuia. OHA BUcela B BO3IOYyXeE,
KakK oTabixaloniasg opnuna. Ee gbixaHue oTpa3ujio HOYb —
HOYb YepHee MaMepTHMHCKOTO MOA3eMEJbsI M CTOJBKO Xe
MOJIHYIO ITpu3pakoB. O TOCKA ThbMbI, HAITMTAHHOM 3JIEKTpUYe-
ctBoM! THI Xyzke KoIlIMapa: Thl cMesiee ero. Kommap, Kak Bop,
MOIKPAaabIBaeTCSI K COHHOMY. ThI XK€ — OIpOMHOE IIPUBUIC-
HUE B TPaypHOIl MAHTUU — NI€P3KO CAAUIIbCS Ha IPYIb YeJI0-
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BeKa B TBEPIOii MaMsITH, CO CBOOOIHOM BOJICH M, TTOJI0XNUB Ha
€ro TOPJIO TsIKeJIbIe JIallbl, JIIoOyellbCs, KOTAa OH, 3abIXasiCh,
ObeTcsT B CBOEH TTOCTEIM, TOYHO phIOa Ha TIeCKe.

B Ttakyio-to MuHyTy — 0 303! — THI mIpoJjeTesia IIpeno
MHOIO... BO CHE WJIN HasIBY?

Apkuit 1yd Hec TebOsS CKBO3b MpaK, HUYETO He 03apsis
B HeM, KpoMe TeOsl. Thl CBepKHYJIa, TOA00HO OCEHHEMY METEO-
py, ¥ I0JIoca CBeTa, Kak Ha HeOe Iocjie MeTeopa, JOJITO Jiexana
rnepea MOMMH IJIa3aMM TBOUM CJICIOM, MEIJICHHO BBIIIBETas.

Ax! 1 ceftuac s BIKY TeOSI B 3TOM Jiydye: OeIyIo ¥ mpo3pay-
HYI0, TOYHO (hapdop, OKYTaHHYIO B TOJyOOil IIEIK BEHKOM
cepeOpsSTHBIX KOJIOCKEB Ha 30JIOTUCTOM METIE BOJIOC, PacChl-
MaHHBIX MO MOJYISTCKUM IuledaM. Buky TeOs Takoii, Kak
oyapoBaJia Thl BIIepBble MO€ BooOpaxkeHue. Thl — XKeHIIMMHA
Cesepa, co cTanbHBIMU TJazaMu! Thl — JUTS BEUHOTO TOpst
Y MUHYTHBIX TOPKECTB!

benoMpaMopHbIit 3a1 cusii orHsIMU. Thl mena. Theicsun
IJIa3 BIIMBAIKCh B TeOs1. Ha KpacHOM CyKHE 3CTpambl Thl Ka3a-
JIach CBETJIBIM aHTEJIOM, CJIETEBIIIUM U3 pasi B aflCKUI OTOHb,
YTOOBI OCBEXUTb Karuleil BJIarv 3aIleKIInecs ycTa IPeIIHM-
Ka. ¢/l He MOMHIO 3BYKOB, ITeThIX TOOOM. UTo B Hux? ThH cama
Obl1a XXUBOUM cUMGpOHUEH MOJOAON 1M OOraToi >KM3HU, THI,
Kak IITalka, CBOOOIHO ¥ CUYACTIIMBO JIeTeJIa Ha KPBUIbSIX TOP-
JKECTBEHHOI TapMOHWM, CJIaraBIICHCs MecsITKaMW WHCTpPY-
MEHTOB, ITOCJTYIITHBIX XKe3JIy CeI0ro KaleJabMencTepa.

U xorpa st cHoBa yBUIE TeOsI TaKOM, JOJITO IIOTOM CUIE]T
BIIOTbMAaX Ha CBOE OOMHOKOI KpOBaTU, MOJHbBII BOCIIOMU-
HaHWI ¥ BOJIHEHUI. 3a4eM THI SIBMJIACh MHeE ceifuac? 3aueMm
apiselbest Boooie? KTo Ob11 81 TeOe, KTo OblIa Thl MHE, YTO
Temnepb TBOE 3arpOoOHOE IBIXaHME BEET B MOIO XW3Hb, 1 HU-
KOTZIa CTPYHBI MOEM TyIIIN He 3ByYaT 3BOHYE U TPYCTHEE, YEM
€CJIM KOCHETCS X TBOSI MEPTBasl pyka?

MpuI peaxo BUAIMCh, KOTAA Thl ObLIa >K1Ba. MbI He OBLIN
Ipy3bsiMu. bosblie: MBI He Jo0uau apyr apyra. Ilpasna,
s M00oBajicsl TOOOM, HO BUyXe, KaK JIOOYIOTCSI KapTUHOM,
MPOHUKHYTOM AYXOM MOTYY€el XyTOXECTBEHHOU CUJIbI.
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OHa gpliaia B TeOe HaBCTpedy KaKIOMY M TSHYJIa K cebe
JIoAeii, Kak MarHut xene3o. Kaszajmoch, 00rarcTBo TBOeit
IYIIN TATOTUIO TeOs camoe. JleMOH, ciyxXallluil yapoelo,
€ClIM HET eMy paboThl, HAUMHAET MYYUTh CAMOIO Yapojesl.
Tanant — TOT Xe neMoH. Tebs BoJHOBajia CMYTHAs XKaxaa
JIEeSITETbHOCTH — MOTY4Yel M BEJIMKOJICITHOM. A s Iymat:

«9Ta IeByllIKa — He 3Halo, YeM OyIeT, HO CIIOCOOHA ObITh
BceM, yeM 3axoueT. Ho, Ha cBoe rope, oHa cama He 3HaeT, YeM
€l OBITh... U, OBITh MOXKET, HUKOIIa HE Y3HAeT».

Tw1 3HaMa, YTO g TaK AyMalo, M He JIIoOWIa MEHSI UMEHHO
3a 3T0. SI ropawics TBoeil HeI000BbIO: OHA BBIACISIA MEHS
W3 TOJITTbI MOKJIOHSIBIIMXCS Tebe Npy3eil — paboB, KOTOPBIX
THI 1 JTIIOOWJIA, W TIpe3upaa.

TakoBa yxe cynb0a yejioBeKa: He yBaXaTb TeX, KTO JTIOOUT
Hac CJIUIIKOM HaWuBHO, U HE JIIOOUTH Te€X, KTO IOHUMAaeT Hac
cauimkoM xopoiro. [ToTomy 4to, pa3 4eaoBeK ITOHSIT IPYro-
ro, MEXIy HUMU HET YK€ MecTa IMOKJIOHEHUIO; OHU OCYXKIe-
HBI Ha paBEHCTBO, HEHABUCTHOE TOpIoMYy Oyxy. ZKeHCKoMy —
B ocobeHHOCTU. ’KeHIIMHaA NOKHA OBITh WM paboil, nin
LapULIEi; B pABEHCTBE €/ CKYYHO M AYIIHO.

Hamm BcTpeun u Gecenbl — ApYXKECKHWe€ Ha BUI — ObUIM
TIOJIHBI TAMHOTO HEIOOPOXKEIaTeNbCTBA, 3aMETHOTO JIUIIIb JIJIsT
Hac n1Boux. Hamm 1ryTku ObIIv CIMIITKOM 371bI. MBI JIIOOMIIN JIO-
BUTb IPYT APYTra Ha HEJJOBKOM CJIOBE, HEJIOBKOM 000pOTE peuu,
Ha KaXI0i HEIOMOJIBKE, KaXKI0M HETTOCIEIOBATEIbHOCTH.

3a m1a3a 1 B I71a3a Mbl TPYHWJIM IPYT HAI APYrOM, cTapa-
SICh HAHECTU KaK MOXHO OOJIbIIIE YyIapoB U MOEMY, 1 TBOEMY
CaMOJTIOOMIO M YTOOBI yAaphl ITONagaIv KaK MOXHO OOJIbHEe
U IIyoxe. A caMoTio0ust ObUIM OTPOMHBI. ..

YacTo HabI0mam 51, KaK TBOI B30p — IJTyOOKMUIT B30p ce-
porjia3oii KOpoJsieBbl 371b(MOB: MeUTaTeIbHbBIN U BIACTHBIM, TY-
MaHHBIN ¥ OBEJIUTEIbHBIN — HEMOIBMKHO 3aCThIBAJI IIe-TO
BOaJIM, Ha BooOpaxkaeMoil Touke, BULHOU Tebe onHoil. 1 MmHe
XOTEJIOCh CIIPOCUTD:

— Kakoii TpoH pucyeT BaM ropiblii IT0JIeT BOOOpakeHUsT?
Kakoro cka3o4HOro npuHIa, YTOObI B3BECTHU BaC Ha 3TOT TPOH?
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IMpumren n nmpuHL,. THI TOMIOO0MIIA 1 CTajIa XKEHOM JII00M-
MOTO 4eJIoBeKa. Sl paBHOAYIIHO IIPUBETCTBOBAJI TBOE MOJIO-
JIO€ CYACThE... KOPOTKOE, XKAJIKOE CYACThe HECKOJIbKUX THEI.

KoponeBa ¢eii! Tel Ha clieHy cMOTpesia KaK Ha XKW3Hb,
a Ha XXM3Hb — KakK Ha cleHy... Korga cnekrakiib JIloOBY KOH-
YMIICSI, KOTAA YITaJIM TIeCTPO pacKpalleHHbIe KYJIUChI, KOTaa
0YapoBaTe/IbHbIN TeaTpaJIbHBIM MPUHIL CHSJI C JIMIa pyMsHa
u Oenuia, a ¢ ey MUITYPHBIN KadTaH, — ThI pacTepsuiach...
CMYTWJIACK... YXKACHYJIACh.

Bcst 1oHOCTh TBOSI ObLIa MO3TUYECKMM CaMOOOMaHOM Be-
Jaus 1 Kpacotsl. U Bce pyxHyno. Her Hu TpoHa, HU TIpUH-
Ila — eCTh KpacaBell MyX B TOJICTOM ITMIKaKe M IIMPOKUX
IITaHaX, KOTOPHIM OOJIbIIIE BCErO Ha CBETe OOMTCS, KaK ObI
TBOM (paHTA3UU HE MEPEILIN B UCTEPUKY.

Thl, Kak cTaTysl, XWjia Ha MbeJecTaie: ropaoi, yeauHeH-
HOIT OOTMHEM, BEIIIIe MUpa U Joaeil. ZKeHIIIMHa oqMHOYeCTBa
oTAasach 4eJIoBeKyY TOIbI. 2Ku3Hb 3Bajia. IIpuniiock coitu
C mbelecTalla M CMEIIaThCs ¢ ToJmoi. Thl oKa3aiach B HEll
YyKOM, KaK TOJIyOKa B CTae YePHBIX BOPOHOB: poOKa, CTpaH-
Ha, HEyMHa, HEJIOBKA... BCerna Xajka, MHOTIa CMEIITHa.

Ckazku CeBepa Iiepenaid HaM o0pa3bl JeOeTMHBIX XKEH,
KOTOpPBIE YBJIECKAIUCH JIOOOBBIO K CMEPTHBIM OOraThIpsIM:
TOrda OCTaBJIsla MX CBEPXbECTeCTBEHHas CuJjia, W, IIPUKO-
BaHHBIE K 3a00TaM 3eMJIM, BJIaya BSUTYIO XKU3Hb XKEHbI-Pa0bI-
HU, OHU M3HEMOTajn B MITEKHOI TOCKE IO roryoomMy HeOy
M TUTIaBaIOIIMM B €ro IIpoCcTope cecTpaM — obmakam. U ecimn
He OTpacTajii BHOBb MX OOpyOJICHHBIC JIEOCAUHBIE KPHIJIbS,
OHU XMpEJIu, YaxXJii, YMUpaIM, KaK 3adaxjia U yMepJia THI,
oOMaHyTasl caMmoii co00l 1 JIIOJbMU, C HEHABUCTBIO K 3eMJIe
u 0e3 HameXXabl Ha He0o.

bexanu roapl. S BcTpedan TeOs 4alle, yem Mpexnae, pas
OT pa3a Bce Oosiee 1 OoJee OTIBETAIONIEH; Thl yMUpPAJIa TEJIOM,
yracaia gymroii. TBos KpacoTa paspyunuiach. TBOil TajaHT
YBSIJ1, HEBEPYIOLLIMM IJIa30M CMOTpEJIa Thl Biepe. A KOIIa 031-
pajiach Ha IPOMIEHHBIN TOOOM ITyTh, — O, KAKOU SI3BUTEJIbHOI
TOCKOI 3By4Yajivi TBOM XOJIOAHBIE MeTajutnyeckue peun! To Oblt
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XOXOT TParun4ecKoro AIeMOHa MPOHUHM, BCEJIEHHOTO B T€0SI OT-
yasiHueM. Ero ocTpblii, yrpoxaroluii B3rJisia CBEpKa B Cypo-
BOM OJIECKe TBOUX, TOUHO OJIEACHENbIX, TJ1a3. Thl cTapaTebHO
n30erajia BCTpeuaThbcsi ¢ MOMM B30POM, IIOTOMY YTO 3HaJIa, Kak
SICHO $1 YMTAlO B JIyIlIe TBOEH MOCIECAHIOI PaJOCTh: CKOpee Obl
yMepeTh!.. — 1 TeOe He Hago ObUIO Uy>KIOTO yIaCTHSI.

Twl ymepia. { He nMmen ayxa B3IJISTHYTh Ha T€0sI B TpO0y —
00e300pakeHHYI0 CMepThIo. $I cyacT/IMB ATUM: MHaA4Ye TBOE
UMs TIOICKA3bIBAJIO OBl TEleph MOE MaMSITH He CBETJIBIi
royyooi oopas, MeJbKHYBIIWI MIepeao MHOM B JIyde HOUHOM
MOJIHMHU, HO Pa3dyThlii TPYIl — OTBPATUTEIbHBLIA CapKas3M
CMEepTHU U Pa3IoXKEeHUSI.

Hpy3bs1 HECIM Ha TUIeYax K MOTUJIE TBOM OOBUTHIM BEHKA-
MM, CBEpKAIOIIUI Oeyioil mapyoil rpod u 3abpocaiu ero Mo-
Kpoii TmruHoi. MoHaxu nesy Tedbe BeYHYIO ITaMsITh, OTHAKO Bce
Te0sT CKOPO 3a0BUIH... BCE — U 51, OBITh MOXET, CKOpPEe IPYTHX.

Ho ogHaxkabl 3eieHOI BECHOM, Korma B OKHa MOEro Ka-
OMHeTa 3aIyMYMBO IJISAeia TAMHCTBEHHAs JIyHa, a 51, CUAS
BEPXOM Ha MOJAOKOHHUKE OTKPBITOTO HACTEXb OKHA, CyIIa
MEPHBIM IIyM 3aChINAIOIIETO rOpoaa, KaKOM-TO 3ByK B 3TOM
IIIyMe BHSITHO CKa3ajl MHE:

— 303!

W Bapyr MHe cTajmo 6e3MepHO KaJlb TBOEH ITOTUOIICH
XKW3HU, U CTBIAHO! CThIIHO!! HEMOHATHO CTHIAHO!!! YTO 5 3a-
ObIT TeOs... SI monTro paccMaTpuBai TBOI moptpeT. Ha Hem
JIexXaso sipKoe JIyHHOe TIITHO. MHe Ka3ajloCh, YTO ThI yJiblOa-
eIIbCsl JUTMHHOM, MeYaJbHOMN YABIOKONH — BaXKHOW YJIBLIOKOM
CMepTH Haz OecItojie3HbIM CHOM ku3Hu. O, 6egHast, oemHast!
IIpexpacHasi, Kak 1IBETOK, yBsIAIIasH, KaK 1IBETOK, 1, KaK LIBe-
TOK, 3a0BeHHasI, — IIBETOK O€3 3aBsI3M, HE OCTABUBIIMIA IO
cebe HM 1I01a, HU cieda... [Tycrouser!..

Kak ropbko 3By4uT 3TO OIIOIJIEHHOE CJIOBO, KOTrma 3BY-
YUT OHO IIPO TeOs1!

KanocTb pocna, r1a3a ObLIM MOKPBI, S BIIEPBbIE TTOHSLI,
YTO MBI ¢ TOOOI ObUIM APY3bsIMU OoJblIe, yeM myManu. Ho
Bellb 3TO ObLIa OJHA MUHYTA, TOJbKO ONHA UyBCTBUTEbHAsI
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MUHYTa, IPOTHAHHAs CTAKaHOM BMHA 3a YXKMHOM U KPEITKUM
CEMUYACOBEIM CHOM...

Ho 3auem moToM... yepe3 Helelro, MOXET OBITh, Uepe3 IBe
Heleln — He IIOMHIO... IIOTSHYJIO MEHSI B MOHACTHIPh, TAE MbI
TeOs 3apblu B 3eMJ1t0? 1 yauBuMiIcs, Kak Xopolio TaM. ITagan
Beudep; 0e10e Mope IBETYIIUX SI0JI0Hb ¥ BUIIIEHb MOHACTHIP-
CKOTO caja, YTo Mo3aaM KiIaaduila, cTajo po3oBbiM. Kojo-
KOJI — MaJICHbKMIA OYTHUYHBINA KOJIOKOJ — MEIJICHHO 3BSI-
KaJji, IpU3bIBasi OpaTHIO KO BCEHONIHOI... M, KOTIa OT3BSIKAJI,
TPYCTHBII, Tpede3Kallluii 3BYK JOJITO TSHYJICS Y yMUpaJ B Tpe-
MelyleM Bo3ayxe. Sl cMoTpell Ha TBOM YepHBII MpaMOpPHBIA
KpecT, Ha JepH, KOTOPLIM 3aTSHYJIO TBOIO MOTWITY, U JyMaJl:
3TO MOTOMY OH TaKOW 3E€JIEHBIM U COYHBIN, YTO OHA HAIIUTAIA
€ro CBOMM TejioM... Ha KkpecTe HaIuIm JienecTKy si0JIOHEBO-
ro 1serta... [1o 3ape TSHY/IO TOHKUM XOJIOAKOM, 1 AyX SI0JJOHb
THXOI CTpyeil KOJIBIXaJICs Hal MOTWIaMMu... S, Kak Bcerna, He
BEPWJI B CMEPTb U MEPTBCLIOB U YyBCTBOBAJI, YTO I — KUBOH
C XXWBBIMH, XOTh 1 He3puMbIMHU. U TBI, 303, ObLIa TOrIA TaM!
brina, paznuras B 61aroyxaHuy 1LIBETOB, B PO30BOM TpemeTe
Beuepa, B IUIaYe OT3BYUYaBIIIEro KOJIOKOIA. ..

4l TOMHIO pacKaJeHHYIO 3HOEM CUHEBY Heba U CUITy3ThI
JIoMOapaCKOro ropojaka, mpujeryieHHoOro K ckaiam... Korga
Yy MaJIeHbKOI MPOXOIHOM CTAaHIIMM HAa MUHYTY 3aMep T'POXOT
HaIero IMoesaa, BHICOKO Haj HaMmu 3BOHWIM K Agnus Dei',
a B OKHO BaroHa IIaXHYJIO SI0JIOHEBBIM ITyXOM, M MHE 3aXO-
TeJIOCh IyMaTh O TBOSU MOIuWjE — TaM, Ha MyTHOM ceBepe,
B Orpajie CTaporo MOHacThIPSI.

— Pronti!? — KpUKHYJI KOHAYKTOP.

IToesn pBanicsa Briepen. Ho korna oH npoo6exan niaatgop-
MY, ThI MEJIBKHYJIA OT OKHA K OKHY Moero Kyme! 51 Buaen TBoo
CKJIOHEHHYIO TOJIOBY C Pa3BUTHIM JJOKOHOM Ha CHEXXHO-0J1e1-
HOI 1eKe. S enBa He MPOTSIHYJI PyKY, YTOOBI ITOMMATh MMOPX-
HYBIIIMI B OKHO JbIMYATHIN JIOCKYT TBOETO JUIMHHOTO IIapda.

' Arnuy Boxwuio (zam.).
2 [Toroponutecs! (¢p.)
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breina Toxke crpaHHas HOYb... Kpymmas m XenTas JiyHa
muTOM IUIbIa MuMO Kommses; ¢ poOKOil ITOCITEIIHOCThIO
MUTasa Haja Hell 3eiieHasd Bera. AmdwurteaTp HamoJOBUHY
CHSUI TOTYOBIM CBETOM, HaIlOJIOBUHY TOHYJI B TOIY0OIi MIJIE.
OrpoMHble BHUMAaTEIbHbIE 3BE3/IbI TJISIE]IM B €TI0 IIPOCBETHI.
4 cupmen Ha apeHe, CIIyCTHB HOTY B YEPHYIO O€3IHY pa3BajIliH
BOJIOMOS, ¥ AYMaJI O COTHSIX THICSIY JIIOACH, UTO IO MEHS TOII-
TaJd 3Ty IPOIMTAHHYIO KPOBbIO apeHy. Jlyman o ToM UcCIaH-
CKOM XYHOXHHKE, KOTOPHBI nmpociaBmics «Bugenuem B Ko-
JIu3ee», HO — CcAaB KapTUHY Ha BBICTABKY — caM ObLI claH
B OOJIBHMILY IJIs1 AyIIeBHOOONBHBIX. OOpa3bl €ro KapTUHBI
0€30TBSI3HO THAJIMCH 32 HUM. OH BUEN Oelylo NEeBYIIKY Ie-
pel KpoBaBOM ITaCThIO TOJIOMHOIO JIbBAa 1 BUIEN, KaK magana
K HOTaM MYYEHHUIIBI ajlasi po3a — IIOCJIEIHUIl IIpUBET HEBeE-
nomoro npyra. OH BUjes, Kak, BOH U3 TOI 3USIOIIEH YepHOI
IBIpBl HAIIPaBO, BHIXOOWJI 3ape3aHHBLIA B MOA3EMHOM XOIe
Kommon. OH cablllian peiK 3Bepeit, KpyTSIIUX CMEpUM TecKa
Ha apeHe. TsoKemblii, HEITOBOPOTIUBLINA TepMaHell ITamal me-
peln ero riazaMu, OXBaueHHBIN pbIOAYbeil CeThIO peTHApUs,
M yMUPpaJ o1 OCTPhIM Tpe3yOlieM, IIpU OTIYIIMTEIbHBIX BO-
IUISIX TOJIBI. BoeBbie KOMECHUIIBI CTANITHIBAIN TSKEJI0BOOPY-
>KEHHBIX, €/IBa B COCTOSIHMU JIBUTAThCS JIIOAEH, TIepeceKann
BCTPEYHBIM JIOLIAASIM HOTH KOCaMU, YKPEIJIECHHBIMU B OCSX
KoJjec. A TaM, BBEpXy, Ha YCTylax 3TOr0 3IaHUSI-TOPbLI, Je-
CSTKU TBICSY 3JI0PAHO BHUMATEJIBHBIX I71a3 BIMJINUCH — HE
OTOPBYTCSI OT IJIMHHOM 1LIeNIM MEUEHOCIIEB, CTPOTMM BOMH-
CKMM CTPOEM JBMKYIIMXCS BOKPYT apeHbl. BoT, Mo KomaH-
JIe MarucTpa, Bpa3 OpsIKHYJIO MX OPYXHE, IBE COTHU IOJIOCOB
Bpa3 PSIBKHYJIW W 00OPBaJIM MO-COJIATCKU ITOCIeIHEEe TPU-
BeTCcTBHE... «Ave, Caesar imperator, morituri te salutant!..»!

4 nymair 06 3TUX KpacUBBIX CHAxX, HO TIIETHO HaIIpsraji
CBOE BOOOpaxkeHHe, 4ToObl BBI3BaTh MX M3 TEMHBIX IEIIep
Komusest: ctapsie MepTBeLbI KPenKo crany. OgHaKo... S 9yB-

' «3mpaBcTByii, lle3apb, uayiimue Ha cMepPTh IIPUBETCTBYIOT TeOs!..»
(nam.)
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CTBOBAJI, YTO HEAAJIEKO OT MEHS XKUBET M BOJIHYETCS IPYroe
CYIIECTBO: IIPUIIUIO HEXIAHHOE U He3BaHOE... CTOUT, XOOUT,
peeT, BeeT, — He 3Halo, KaK cKa3aTh, 4YTO O HeM IoAyMaTh, —
rae-to 0amn3Ko-61m3ko. OHO TpereleTcs, Kak 6abo4yka 1o,
CETKOM, U ABIIUT SI0JJOHEBBIM LIBETOM... M, cMmesno Tiasias
B yIPIOMBIE Talleper LMpKa-Tpu3paka, si u30eraja B30pOM
JIMIIb OJHOTO KOCOTO BHICTYIA HajleBO, TIe UTpajla y3eHbKast
ToJI0CKa JYHHOTO cBeTa. Sl 3HaJj, 94To 3Ta IojIocKa — THI, 303!
YTo 3TO THI MOBUCIIA B BO3AYyXE CTPYEil CBETSILETOoCs TyMaHa,
Kayasich Ha MECSTYHOM JIyyYe...

Ho tam — Ha xmnagownine, B moesne, B Kommsee — THI
BCe-Taku OblIa CKOpee IpeauyyBCTBUEM, YeM BUICHUEM.
Temeps xe g Buaen 1ebs... Kak? S He 3nar0. Uto Te1? S He
nonuMato. CHoBuaenue? Ilpuspak? laumouunnauusa? Wnm,
HaKOHEII, TIPOCTO HEMPOU3BOJIbHOE BOCIOMUHAHUE 3PEHUS?
JaBHee BreyaTIeHHE TBOEH KpacoThl CIIaJI0 B MOEM MO3TY,
3a0bITOE U HEMOBMKHOE; HEBEAOMBI TOJTYOK pa30oyau ero,
1 OHO BOCKPECJIO, CBexXee, HapsiAHOEe, MOJIHOE OJIMCTAIOIINX
Kpacok, TOYHO BCe 3TO OBLIO TOJILKO Buepa!

Kax 651 TO H1 OBLI0: BHEIIIHEE JIU ThI SIBJICHUE WIH S BYKY
TeOSI TOJBKO MYXOBHBEIMM IJIa3aMM, BHYTPU CBOETO CO3Ha-
HUSI, — Bce paBHO. [ 1aBHOE, 4TO 51 TeOs1 BUAes. 1 He cMyTHiI-
csl, He UCITyTajicsl, HO OBbLI CUACTJIMB T€M, YTO BMXKY. fl 3Hal0:
9TO OBLIO HEe B MOCJeAHUI pa3. Sl 4yBCTBYIO: MEXIy MHOM,
>KMBBIM, U TOOOI, MEPTBOI, BHE3aITHO YCTAHOBWJIACH TalH-
CTBEHHAasl CBSI3b, KOTOPOI HUKOTIJA HE IPOSIBUTLCS ObI, IOKa
Hac 000uX OJIMHAKOBO IpeJio 3eMHOe coJiHlie. Harum Boau
cpongHuauchk. Tl MHe Omm3Ka. SI xo4y gymaTh o Tebe, Xouy
CJIAIKUX W CWJIbHBIX BOJIHEHUI OXMIAHMS... XOUYy CTOSITh Ha
rpaHMIIe 3aragKy, KOTOPYIO pasragaTh — U XKeJIaHHOe, 1 00-
SI3HOE CYACThE.

A crapaioch BCIIOMHUTD KaxKJI0€ CJIOBO, KaXXIbIM >KeCT
TBOI BO BpeMsl HallIMX ObUIBIX BCcTped. O, Kak Xajib, YTO MX
ObUIO TaK MaJio, YTO UX HEeJZOCTaeT MHE, KOrma s CTapaioch
IOIIOJIHUTH BOOOpaXXeHWEM TO, Y€TO He MOACKa3bIBaeT MHE
o Tebe maMsTh. S counHso Teds1, KaK JIeTeHay, Kak MU, Kak
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OecruionHy0 (PaHTaCTUYECKYIO II03MY; €€ 3BYKM W apoMaTt
Ha30MIMBO BPBIBAIOTCS B KaXKIyI0 MUHYTY MOeil XKU3HU. Thl
CTOMIID PSIOOM C KaxKIOW MBICIBIO, BO30Y:KIaeMOil B MOEM
yMme. U 3Haeus iu... 3TO CTpaHHO... HO MHE HAaUYMHAET Mpell-
CTaBJISITbCSI, OYATO 3TO HE TeIlepb TOJbKO, a M BcCerga Tak
Ob1710... TOJIBKO ST TOTO HE 3aMeyal...

Ha! He 3aMeuaenb Bo3ayxa, KOTOPBIM IbIIIMIIb, HE 3a-
Medaelllb 3aKOHa TSDKECTH, KOTOPbIM IBUXeTCsT Mup... He
3aMedacelllb 1 BEJIMKOM JyXOBHOM JIIOOBU, KOTOPOM BJIACTbh y3-
Haelllb JIMIIIb TOTAa, Koraa ee prall pa3ouT, KOraa IMmponaoch
M B 3eMJIIO BCOCAJIOCh 3aKJII0YEHHOE B HEM BHHO...

Jto60Bb!.. CTpaniHoe cioBo: cusbHee cmepmu! OHO Heva-
SIHHO COPBAJIOCh C MOETO SI3BIKA... a dymanocs Bce Bpems!.. [la
HEYKeJI1 XKe ero HeIIpeMEeHHO Hao 31eCh IIPOU3HECTH?

Heyxenun... HeykelIn 1 — TBOW paBHOIYIIHBIN, HacMe-
IIMBBINA ITOJIyAPYT, ITOJyBpar — B caMOM JieJie JIIOOMIT TeOs,
3097?.. JItobun — u He 3Han?!
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OTPBIBOK ITEPBbII

e3yMHUe U yxkac.

BriepBhIe g TOUyBCTBOBAJ 3TO, KOTIA MBI IIUTA IO SHCKOM
Jlopore, — IUIM JECIThb YaCOB HEINpPEpPhIBHO, HE OCTaHaBJIM-
BasCh, He 3aMeUIsT Xo[a, He TToa0upasl yIaBIInX U OCTaBIIsIs
MX HENPUSATENI0, KOTOPHI CIUIOIIHBIMM MaccaMU ABUTAJI-
csl €331 Hac M 4epe3 TpU-YeThIpe Yaca CTUpal CJieAbl HAaIMX
Hor cBouMu Horamu. Ctostt 3HOi. He 3Hal0, CKOJIBKO OBLIO
TPalyCoB: COPOK, MATHAECAT WU OOJbIlie; 3HAIO TOJbKO, YTO
OH ObIT HENpephIBeH, Oe3HaIeXXHO-pOBeH U NIyboK. ColHile
ObIJIO0 TAK OTPOMHO, TaK OTHEHHO U CTPAIIIHO, KaK OYyITO 3eMJIsI
MPUOIN3MIIACh K HEMY M CKOPO CTOPHUT B 3TOM OECITIOIIATHOM
orte. 1 He cmoTpenu mma3za. MajieHbKMiA, Cy3UBIIWICS 3pa-
YOK, MaJICHbKUI, KaK 3ePHBIIIKO MaKa, TIIETHO MCKal ThbMbI
TIOJI CEHBIO 3aKPBITHIX BEK: COJTHIIE IPOHU3BIBAJIO TOHKYIO 000-
JIOYKY ¥ KpPOBaBBIM CBETOM BXOAWJIO B M3MYy4YeHHBI Mo3r. Ho
BCe-TaKHU TaK OBLIO JIyYllle, U ST IOJIT0, ObITh MOXET HECKOJIBKO
YacoB, IIIEJI C 3aKPBITEIMU IJIa3aMU, CJIbIIIA, KaK ABUKETCS BO-
KPYT MEHSI TOJITIA: TSKEJIBIA M HEPOBHBIN TOITOT HOT, JIIOACKUX
U JIOLIAAWHBIX, CKPEXET KEJIEe3HBIX KOJEC, pa3aaBInBalOIINX
MEJIKUIA KaMeHb, Ybe-TO TSKEJI0€, HAJIOPBAHHOE IbIXaHUE
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M CyXOe UMSIKaHbe 3aneKimucs ryoamu. Ho citoB s He CIIbl-
xaj1. Bce Momyanm, Kak OyaTo ABUArajach apMUsl HEMbIX, U KOT-
Jla KTO-HMOYIb Tafa, OH Maaaja Mojida, v Apyrue HaThIKaJIucCh
Ha ero TeJj10, Nauajiy, MoJI4a IOTHMMAJIKCh 1, HE OIJISIIbIBAsICh,
IUIM Jajiblile, — KakK OyATO 3TW HeMble ObUIM TaK e TIyXu
M CJIeTbl. Sl caM HeCKOJIbKO pa3 HaTBIKAJICS M ITafasl ¥ TOTa He-
BOJIbHO OTKPBIBaJ IJ1a3a, — U TO, YTO 51 BUAEJ, Ka3aJ0Ch IUKUM
BBIMBICJIOM, TSDKEJIBIM OpemoM obe3yMeBleit 3emim. Packa-
JICHHBII BO3IYyX IpoXall, 1 0e33ByYHO, TOYHO TOTOBBIE ITOTEYb,
JIpOoXaJlM KaMHM; U NajlbHUE PSAbI JIOJAel Ha 3aBOPOTE, Opy-
WS M JIOLIAAY OTASIWINCH OT 3eMJIM M 0€33BYYHO, CTYIeHU-
CTO KOJIBIXaJIUCh — TOYHO HE XKMBBIC JIIOAM 3TO 1IN, a apMUsI
OecruIOTHBIX TeHel. OTpoMHOe, OJIM3K0e, CTPAIIHOE COJIHIIE
Ha KaXJIOM CTBOJIE PYXbsI, HAa KaXKI0i METAJUIMYECKOi1 OJIsIxe
3aXKTJI0 THICSIYM MaJIEHbKUX OCJEMUTEIbHBIX COJIHII, U OHU
OTOBCIOAY, C OOKOB ¥ CHU3Y, 3a0MpanCh B IJ1a3a, OTHEHHO-0¢e-
JIblE, OCTPhIE, KaK KOHIIbI 100€e/1a pacKaJeHHbIX INTHIKOB. A HC-
CYILIAOIINNA, TAJSIIMEI Xap MPOHUKAI B caMylo TIIyOUHY Telia,
B KOCTH, B MO3T, U YyAWIOCH MOPOIO, YTO Ha Tuleyax MoKauu-
BaeTCs HE TOJIOBA, a KAKOM-TO CTPaHHBIM M HEOOBIKHOBEHHBII
11ap, TSOKEbIA U JIETKUIA, UyXKOM U CTPALLIHBINA.

M torma — u Torga BHE3arHO S BCIOMHWJI JOM: YTOJIOK
KOMHATBI, KJIOYOK T'OJIyOBIX 000€B 1 3albUICHHBIA HETPOHY-
ThIii TpavH ¢ BOAOIO HA MOEM CTOJIMKE — Ha MOEM CTOJIMKE,
y KOTOPOT'O OHA HOXKa KOpOoYe ABYX IPYTUX U MO Hee IO -
JIOKEH CBEPHYTBIN KycOoueK Oymaru. A B coceqHell KOMHaTe,
U 51 X He BUXKY, OyATO OBl HAXOASATCS KeHa MOsI U ChIH. Eciin
OBI 1 MOT KpUYaTh, s 3aKpruyajl Obl — TaK HEOOBIKHOBEHEH
OBLI 3TOT MPOCTON U MUPHBIN 00pa3, 3TOT KJIOYOK TOTYOBIX
000€B U 3aIbIJICHHBIN, HETPOHYTHII I'paduH.

3Halo, YTO sl OCTAaHOBUJICS, TIOAHSIB PYKH, HO KTO-TO C3a-
JIM TOJIKHYJT MEHST; 1 OBICTPO 3alliaraji BIiepe., pa3aBuras ToJI-
Iy, Kyda-TO TOPOIISICh, YK€ He UyBCTBYSI HU XKapa, HA yCTaJIo-
ctu. M g monro 1men Tak CKBO3b OECKOHEYHBIE MOJTYAJIMBBIC
PsIIBbI, MAMO KPaCHBIX, 000XCKEHHBIX 3aThIJIKOB, ITOYTH Kaca-
SICh OECCUJIBHO OIMYIIEHHbBIX TOPSIYMX IITHIKOB, KOTIA MBIC/Ib
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0 TOM, 4TO K€ s ealo, Kyaa uay TaK TOPOILIMBO, OCTAHOBWIA
MeHs1. Tak e TOpOIUTUBO 51 TIOBEPHYJI B CTOPOHY, MPOOUICS
Ha IpOCTOop, Iepelie3 KaKoi-To oBpar U 03a00UYeHHO ceJl Ha
KaMeHb, KaK OyITO 3TOT IIepIIaBhlid, TOPSIYNii KaMeHb ObLI
1LIE€JIbIO BCEX MOUX CTPEMJICHUNA.

W TyT BriepBbI€ S IOYyBCTBOBAJ 3TO. Sl SICHO YBUAECI, YTO
9TW JIIOAW, MOJYAJIMBO IIaraloiiue B COJIHEYHOM OJiecKe,
OMEPTBEBIIME OT YCTAJOCTU M 3HOSI, KAUarolIuecsl U Iaaaro-
mue, — 4To 3To O0e3ymHble. OHM HE 3HAIOT, KyJa OHU WIYT,
OHU HE 3HAIOT, 3a4€M 3TO COJIHLIE, OHU HUYETO HE 3HAIOT.
Y HMX He royioBa Ha IUIeYax, a CTpaHHbIE 1 CTPALIHBIE IIaphI.
Bot onuH, Kak U s, TOPOIJIMBO MPOOUPAETCS CKBO3b PSIAbI
M TafaeT; BOT APYroi, Tpetuii. BoT mogHsIack Haa TOJIIOI
rojioBa JIOIAAU ¢ KpaCHbIMU O€3YMHBIMU TJ1a3aMU U ILIUPO-
KO OCKaJ€HHBIM PTOM, TOJbKO HaMEKaloIllMM Ha KaKON-TO
CTpAaIlIHBI ¥ HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIM KPUK, IOJHSIACH, yraja,
U B 9TOM MECT€ Ha MUHYTY CrymacTcda Hapol, IIprnocTraHaB-
JINBAETCSI, CIBIIIHBI XPUILIbIEe, IJIyXHE Tojoca, KOPOTKUiA
BBICTPEJT, ¥ TOTOM CHOBA MOJTYAJIMBOE, OECKOHEYHOE TBUKE-
HUe. YXe yac CHXKY s Ha 3TOM KaMHeE, a MUMO MEHSI BCE UIYT,
M BCE TaK Xe JPOXUT 3eMJIsI, U BO3AYX, U JajbHUE IIpU3pad-
Hble psiibl. MeHsI CHOBa ITPOHU3bIBAET MCCYIIAIOIIMI 3HOM,
U 51 y2K€ He TIOMHIO TOTO, YTO IIPeACTaBUIOCh MHE Ha CEKYHLY,
a MMMO MeHsI Bce UAYT, WAYT, U 51 He TTOHUMalo, KTo 3T0. Yac
TOMY Hazaj s ObIJI OWH Ha 3TOM KaMHe, a Tereph yxke codpa-
Jlach BOKPYT MEHSI KyuKa CepbIX JIIOJE: OMHM JIeXKaT U HEIOoI-
BWKHBI, OBITH MOXET, YMEPJIU; IPYTUE CUAAT U OCTOJI0EHEIO
CMOTPSIT Ha IIPOXOISIINX, KaK U 5. Y OTHUX €CThb PYKbsI, 1 OHU
IMOXO2KHM Ha COJIAaT,; Apyrue€ pasacThbl IOYTH JOroJjia, 1 KoxXa Ha
TeJle TaK 0arpoBO-KpacHa, YTO Ha Hee HE XOUETCSI CMOTPETD.
Henameko oT MeHs JIeXKUT KTO-TO TOJIOM cMUHOU KBepxy. [1o
TOMY, KaK PaBHOMYIIHO yIepcsl OH JIMIIOM B OCTPHIA U Topsi-
ynii KaMeHb, 110 OeIM3He JaJOHU OIPOKUHYTOM PYKU BUI-
HO, 4YTO OH MEPTB, HO CIIMHA €ro KpacHa, TOYHO Yy XXUBOTO,
M TOJIBKO JIETKWI XKeJITOBAaThI HAJIET, KaK B KOITYEHOM Msice,
TOBOPUT O CMepTU. MHe XoueTcsl OTOABUHYTLCS OT HETO, HO
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HET CWJI, U, TIOKAYMBAsICh, I CMOTPIO Ha 0ECKOHEYHO UAyIIue,
MpU3pavyHbie MOKaYMBalomuecs psabl. [1o cocTosiHUIO MOeE
TOJIOBHI 51 3HAaI0, YTO 1 Y MEHSI ceiiuyac OyAeT COTHEUHbIN ynap,
HO XIIy 3TOTO CIIOKOITHO, KaK BO CHE, TI¢ CMepPTh SIBIISICTCS
TOJIBKO 3TAaIlOM Ha ITYTU YYyJACCHBIX U 3allyTaHHbIX BMIICH[/IV[.

W g BuXy, KaK M3 TOJIIBI BBIAESIETCS COJMAAT U PEIIr-
TeJbHO HaIpaBJisieTcsl B Hallly cTOpoHYy. Ha MUHYTY oH mpo-
najaeT BO PBY, a KOTAa BbLJIE3aeT OTTya U CHOBA UIET, IIaru
€ro HeTBepAbl, U YTO-TO IOCJeAHEEe YYBCTBYETCS B €TO I10-
MbITKaX coOpaTh CBOe pazdopackiBatoleecs Tea0. OH UOET Tak
IpsSIMO Ha MEHSI, YTO CKBO3b TSDKEIIYIO APeMY, OXBAaTUBIIYIO
MO3T, 5 MyTalch U CIpaIlnBao:

— Yero tebe?

OH ocTaHaBIMBaeTCsI, KaK OYATO XXIaJ TOJIbKO CJIOBa,
U CTOUT, OTPOMHBIN, OOpOJATHIM, C pa30pBaHHBEIM BOPOTOM.
PyXbst y Hero HeT, mITaHBI AepXaTcs Ha OOHOM ITyTOBUIIE,
1 CKBO3b IIpOpexy BUAHO Oejioe Teno. Pyku U Horu ero pas-
OpocaHBbI, 1 OH, BUIMMO, CTapaeTcss coopaTh UX, HO HE MO-
JKeT: CBe/IeT PYKH, U OHU TOTYAC pacraayTcs.

— ToI yTo? THI My4Ine csab, — rOBOPIO SI.

Ho oH cTout, 6e3ycneiHo noaoupasichb, MOJTYUT U CMO-
TPpUT HA MCH4. a4 HEBOJIBHO ITOJAHUMAIOCh C KaMH4 U, IIa-
TasiCh, CMOTpPIO B €ro IJla3a — M BMXXY B HUX Oe3dHy yxkKaca
U 6e3ymusl. Y BceX 3payku CyXXKeHbI, — a Y HeTO pacIUIbUIMCh
OHM BO BECh IJ1a3; KAKOe MOPE OTHS JOJLKEH BUIETh OH CKBO3b
5THU OTPOMHEIC YepHEIe OKHA! BBITh MOXET, MHE 1T0Ka3aJI0Ch,
OBITH MOXET, B €r0 B3IJIsie OblIa TOJBKO CMEPTh, — HO HET,
s He OIIMO0AIOCh: B 3TUX YePHBIX, OE3MOHHBIX 3payKax, 00Be-
JE€HHbIX Y3€EHbKHUM OPaHXE€BbIM KPY>KKOM, KaK y IITHUII, 6bIJ'[O
OoJIbIIIE, YEM CMEPTh, OOJIBIIIE, YEM YKAC CMEPTH.

— ¥Yxoau! — Kpuuy s, orcTymnast. — Yxoau!

U xak OyaTo OH KOaj TOJIBKO CJIOBa — OH ITajaeT Ha MEHS,
cOMBast MEHsI C HOT, BCE TaKOI Xe OrpOMHBIiA, pa30pOCaHHbIIA
1 Oe3racHbIid. £ ¢ comporaHremM 0cBoOOXKIalo MpUIaBJIEHHbIE
HOTH, BCKAaKMBaIO 1 X04y 0eXXaTh — KyIa-TO B CTOPOHY OT JIIO-
Jieii, B COJTHEYHYIO, Oe3/TI0AHYI0, IPOXKAIIYIO 1ajlb, KOrIa cjie-
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Ba, Ha BepllIrHe, OyXaeT BbICTPEJ U 32 HUM HEMEUIEHHO, KaK
9X0, 1Ba Apyrux. I 1e-T1o, Ha/l rosoBoI0, C PAJOCTHBIM, MHOTO-
TOJIOCHIM BU3IOM, KPUKOM U BOEM MPOHOCUTCS IpaHara.

Hac o6onutn!

Hert yxe 6ojiee cMEpPTOHOCHOM Xapbl, HU 3TOTO CTpaxa,
HU yCTaJOCTU. MBICJIM MOU SICHBI, TIPEACTaBICHUS] OTUYETIIV-
Bbl M PE3KU; KOTJa, 3allbIXaBIINCh, SI MOA0eralo K BbICTpa-
UBAIOIIMMCSI psiliaM, s BUXKY IPOCBeTJIeBLIME, KakK OyaTo
pPanoCTHbBIE JIULIA, CBIILY XpUILIble, HO TPOMKUE rojioca, Ipu-
KazaHus, 1yTKu. CoJIHIIE TOYHO B300pajioch BBIIIE, YTOOBI
He MellaTh, TOTYCKHEJIO, TPUTHUXJIO — U CHOBA C PaJlOCTHBIM
BU3IOM, KaK BellbMa, pe3HyJia BO3yX I'paHara.

S moporen.

OTPLIBOK BTOPOI

...TIOUTH Bce Jiollaau u mpuciayra. Ha Bocbmoit GaTapee
TaK xe. Ha Haeii, nBeHanLaToit, K KOHIY TPEThEro JHsI OCTa-
JIOCh TOJILKO TPU OPYIUsI — OCTalbHbIC MOAOUTHI, — IIECTh
YyeJI0BEK MPUCIYTU U OOUH odulep — . YKe ABaalaTh ya-
COB MBI HE CITaJId M HUYETO HE €11, TPOe CYTOK CATAHUHCKUIA
TPOXOT W BU3T OKYThIBAJI HAC Tydeil 6e3yMUsl, OTOEISI HAC OT
3eMJIM, OT HeDba, OT CBOMX, — U MBI, XXMBBIC, OPOIUIN — KakK
JIyHaTUKU. MepTBhIe, Te JiexKaJlu CIIOKOWHO, a MBI IBUTAJIUCD,
JIeNIaii CBOE JIeJI0, TOBOPWJIM U AaXKe CMESIIUCH, U ObLIIM — KakK
JIYHATUKM. JIBV>KEHMSI HAllIY OBV YBEPEHHBI U ObICTPHI, TIPH-
Ka3aHUs SICHBI, UCIIOJIHEHNE TOYHO, — HO €CJIM Obl BHE3ar-
HO CITIPOCUTH KaXXIOr0, KTO OH, OH e[Ba JIN Obl HAIlleJl OTBET
B 3aTeMHEHHOM Mo03ry. Kak Bo cHe, Bce JIMlIa Ka3aJuch TaBHO
3HAKOMBIMU, 1 BCE, YTO TTPOUCXOIUIIO, KA3aJIOCh TAKXKE TaBHO
3HAKOMBIM, IIOHSITHBIM, y3Ke OBIBIIIMM KOTIA-TO; a KOTIa s Ha-
YUHAJI IPUCTAJILHO BIJISIIBIBATLCS B KAKOE-HUOYIb JIUIO WIN
B OpyAue WY CIyllaj IpoXOT, — BCE MOpaxkajo MEHS CBOEH
HOBH3HOIO 1 OECKOHEYHOI1 3aragouHocTbio. Houb HacTymana
HEe3aMeTHO, U He YCIIeBaJIy MBI YBUIETh €€ U UBYMUTHCSI, OT-
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KyJla OHa B3sJIach, KaK y»Ke CHOBA ropejio HaJ HaMU COJIHIIE.
M TonbKO OT MpUXOAMUBIIMX Ha OaTapeio Mbl Y3HaBajId, 4TO
00Ii BCTYITaeT B TPETHU CYTKH, ¥ TOTYAC Ke 3a0bIBAJIN 00 3TOM:
HaM 4yIWIOCh, YTO 3TO MAET BCEe OOMH O€CKOHEYHbI, 0e3-
HAYaJIbHBIA JIEHb, TO TEMHBIMA, TO IPKUI, HO OAUHAKOBO HE-
MOHSTHBIN, ONMHAKOBO ciienoii. M1 HMKTO M3 Hac He Oosics
CMEPTH, TaK KaK HUKTO He IIOHMMAJI, YTO TAKOE CMEPTh.

Ha TpeThio uinM Ha 4eTBEpPTYIO HOYb, S HE MOMHIO, Ha
OIHY MUHYTY 5 IIPUJIET 32 OpYCTBEPOM, M, KaK TOJIbKO 3aKPhLI
IJ1a3a, B HUX BCTYITUJI TOT K€ 3HAKOMBII 1 HEOOBIKHOBEHHBI
00pa3: KJI0YOK royObIX 000€B 1 HETPOHYTHIN 3albUICHHBIN
rpacvH Ha MOEM CTOJIMKE. A B COCeIHEN KOMHATe — U s UX
HE BIXKY — HaxomsaTcs OynTo Obl XKeHa MosI M CbIH. Ho ToJIbKO
Terneph Ha CTOJIe ropeia JiaMIia ¢ 3eJICHBIM KOJIITakoM, 3Ha-
YUT, OBUI Bedep WiIM Houb. OOpa3 0CTaHOBWIICS HEMMOIBIKHO,
U s JOJITO Y OYeHb CIIOKOMHO, OYeHbh BHUMATEIbHO paccMa-
TpUBaJ, KaK UTPaeT OrOHb B XpycTaje rpaduHa, pasrisiabl-
Baj 000U U AyMal, TI0YeMy He CIIMT CHIH: yXe HOYb, U €MY
nopa cnatb. [ToTom omsTh pa3risiabiBal 000U, Bce 3TU 3a-
BUTKH, CEpPeOPUCTHIC LIBETHI, KAKWE-TO PELICTKN M TPYyObl, —
s HUKOTIA He IyMaJl, 4YTO TaK XOpOILO 3HAl0 CBOIO KOMHATY.
MHoraa s oTKpbIBaJ I71a3a ¥ BUIET YepHOe He0O ¢ KAKMMU-TO
KPaCUBBIMM OTHMCTBIMM II0JIOCAMM, M CHOBA 3aKpPBIBaJl MX,
Y1 CHOBa pa3rsiabiBajl 000U, OjecTsaiuuii rpaduH, U Aymal,
IOYeMy He CITUT ChIH: YK€ HOYb, 1 éMy Hazo crath. Pa3 Hema-
JIEKO OT MEHSI pa3opBajlach rpaHaTa, KOJBIXHYB 4YeM-TO MOU
HOTH, U KTO-TO KPUKHYJ I'POMKO, FPOMYE CaMOro B3phbIBa,
n 51 mogyMan: «Kro-to your!» — HO He TOIHSUICS U HE OTO-
pBaJl IJ1a3 OT rojiybeHbKUX 0060€B U rpaduHa.

IToTroM s BcTanm, xoaui, pacropsbKaucs, TJIsaea B JIMla,
HaBOAWI MPUILIEN, a CaM Bce AyMaJl: OTYero He CIuT chiH? Pa3
CIIpOCHI 00 3TOM Y €3[40BOTO, ¥ OH JOJITO U TOAPOOHO OOBSIC-
HSLI MHE YTO-TO, M 00a MBI KMBaJIX roioBaMu. Y oH cMmestics,
a JieBast OpOBb Y HEro Jieprajiach, 1 1jia3 XUTpO MOAMApPIUBal
Ha KOTO-TO c3aau. A c3aay BUIHBI ObLIM MOMOIIBEI YbMX-TO
HOT — U OOJIbIlIE HUYETO.
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B 310 BpeMsi OBLIO YK€ CBETJIO, M BAPYT — KaIHYJI JOXIb.
Hoxap — Kak y Hac, caMble OOBIKHOBEHHBIC KaIleJIbKI BOIHI.
OH OBLT TaK HEOXMIAH M HEYMECTEH, U MbI BCE TaK UCIyra-
JINCh IPOMOKHYTb, YTO OPOCUJIN OPYIHUs, IIEPECTaIA CTPEIISITh
Y HayaJu TpsITaThCs Kynaa normnaio. E3qoBoit, ¢ KOTOPBIM MbI
TOJIBKO YTO TOBOPWJIM, IT0JIe3 Mo JadeT U IPUKOPHYII TaM,
XOTSI €r0 MOIVIM KaXXAyl0 MUHYTY 3alaBUTh, TOJICTbIA (peii-
epBEpKEp CTajJ 3a4eM-TO pa3deBaTh YOUTOIO, a 51 3aMeTajCs
mo 6arapee M YTO-TO MCKaa — IUIall, He To 30HTuK. U cpa-
3y Ha BCEM OIPOMHOM IIPOCTPaHCTBE, IAe KAIHYJ J0XIb U3
HabexXaBIlleil Ty4u, HacTyIuIa HEOOBIKHOBEHHAs THUIIMHA.
3amo3nasio B3BU3THYJA M pa3opBajach IIpaIrHEIb, U TUXO
CTaJIo, — TaK TUXO, YTO CJBIIIHO OBbLIO, KAK COITUT TOJCTHIMN
deiiepBepKep U CTYKAIOT 10 KAMHIO U II0 OPYAUSIM Karlejib-
Ky 1oxnas1. M aToT THXWit 1 1poOHBIN CTYK, HAITTOMUHAIOIIWI
OCEHb, 1 3aIax B3MOYECHHOM 3eMJIM, U TUIIMHA — TOYHO pa-
30pBajId HA MTHOBEHUE KPOBaBbIM M UKW KOLIMap, ¥ Koraa
s B3TJISTHYJI HA MOKPOe€, OJIeCTsIIIee OT BOIBI OpyAdre, OHO HEO-
KUJAHHO U CTPAaHHO HAIIOMHMJIO YTO-TO MUJIOE, TUXOE, HE TO
JIIETCTBO MO€, HE TO TMepBYyIo J1000Bb. Ho Boaseke ocobeHHO
TPOMKO IIpO3By4Yal MEPBbIil BEICTPE, M MCYE3JI0 OYapOBa-
HUE MTHOBEHHOI TUILIMHBI, C TOIO K€ BHE3aITHOCThIO, C Ka-
KOIO JIIOIY MPSATAINCh, OHM HayajJy BbLUIE3aTh U3-TI0J CBOUX
MNPUKPBITUIA; HA KOTO-TO 3aKpuyall TOJICThI (eliepBepKep,
TPOXHYJIO OpyAue, 3a HUM BTOPOE€ — M CHOBA KPOBAaBbI HE-
pa3pbIBHBII TyMaH 3aBOJIOK M3MYy4YeHHBIe MO3ru. M HUKTO
He 3aMeTWJI, KOraa MpeKpaTUICs H0XIb; MIOMHIO TOJIbKO, YTO
¢ youToro deiiepBepKepa, ¢ €ro TOJICTOT0, OOPIO3TIIETO XKe-
TOrO JIMIIAa CKaThlBajach BOJa, — BEPOSITHO, MOXKIb MPOIOJI-
2KaJICSI MOBOJILHO OJITO...

...Ilepeno MHOIO CTOSITT MOJIOJEHBKHI BOJTbHOOTTPEESI-
IOIIUICS U TOKJIaAbIBajl, NepxKa pyKy K KO3bIPbKY, YTO TeHe-
PpaJl IPOCUT HAC yIepKaThCs TOJILKO ABa Yyaca, a TaM MOI0UIeT
noakperieHue. S mymana o ToM, ImoyemMy He CIIUT MOM CBIH,
M OTBEYaJI, YTO MOTY IPOIEPKAThCSI CKOJBKO yromHo. Ho TyT
MEHS TOYEeMY-TO 3aMHTEPECOBAJIO €T0 JINIIO, BEPOSITHO CBOEIO
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