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DAMDLKAS UECTLD

B MAE 1995-r0 U3BZIATEJILCTBO «BANTAM BOOKS»
BBHITYCTHJIO KHUTY «Y4eHUK yOUiIIbl», G3HTe3UHHBIA poMaH OT-
HOCHUTEJIbHO HOBOTO aBTopa — Po6uH X066. C Toro AHA MU-
HOBasio Gojiee ABaZIATH JIeT, U 3a 3TOT CPOK B Moeil KU3HU
CJIyYUJIHCh OTPOMHEBIe TlepeMeHbl. Most paboTa HaZl «Y4eHUKOM
yOuIbl» TTPOXOJWIA MO/ 3By4aBIIHM B TOCTHHOMN cayHATpEK
AvcHeeBcKoro MynbTduibMa «KpacaBuia u Uy oBuiie», KOTO-
PBIM OBUT OZIep>KUM ABYXJIETHHI MaJIbIII, ¥ T0JIOCa MOAPOCTKOB,
UrpaBIlIUX Ha KyxHe B «Dungeons & Dragons». Celiuac B jome
HET JieTeli, pa3Be YTO UHOT/A FOCTAT BHYKU, HOBOE MOKOJIeHhe
MOZIPOCTKOB.

YepHOBYIO BepCUIO «YUeHHUKa YOUIIbl» 1 HabHpaia Ha MoeM
nepBoM KoMIIbloTepe «Kaypro», a KabBMHETOM MHe CIIy:KWI YTOJI
B IIpayevyHoii KoMHaTe. Ceif4ac y MeHsI MOIIHBIN JeCKTON UHU-
BU/Iy aJIbHOM cOOPKU, HOYTOYK U TUIAHINET /I MeJIKUX 3a/1ay.

3a 5TH ABAALATL IATH JieT Pobuu Xo60 Hamucania CBBIIIe
JIByX JIeCITKOB POMaHOB M KOPOTKUX Mpou3Be/leHuid. icTopust
duTtna, KoTOpas M3HAYaJIbHO 3aZlyMbIBajach BCEro JIMIIb Kak
TPWIOTHS, pacTAHY/Iach Ha MIeCTHA/IllaTh KHUT. OTU KHUTH, U3-
JlaHHble Ha BA/IlIaTH JBYX fA3bIKaX, HAXOJAT CBOUX YMUTaTeseil
[0 BCeMy MUPY, BBIUTPHIBAIOT JIMTepaTypHble IPeMUH U ToTa-
JAl0T B TIepBble CTPOYKU CIUCKOB becTcesuiepoB. CKasaThb M0
npaBZie, TaKue yCIleXy Mo-MpeKHeMy MaJIoCTh IMOKUPYIOT Ma-
rad JIMHAXOJIbM.

Ho kak 661 HU OBLIO BCe 3TO BOCXUTUTENBHO, I MeHS Kyza
Ba)KHee peakilus yuTaTeneil. Y ®utiia u lllyta ecTh NbUIKHE I10-
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3AMBIKAA IEND

KJIOHHUKH. fl TTOJIy4aro OT HUX He TOJBKO 3JIEKTPOHHYIO OYTY,
HO M HaCTOSIIIMe MHUChbMa, U OTKPBITKUA: PYKOIUCHBIN TEKCT,
MITeMITeJIH Pa3HbIX TocyAapcTB. CTpaHHO cebs olylaelb, Ko-
rJia IPUXOJAT TaKUe MOCJaHUus WIH KorZia paszfiadya aBTorpados
COIIPOBOXK/IAeTCsA KOPOTKUMM, HO MHOTO3HAYUTEbHBIMU JTha-
JIOTaMU: YUTaTeNIb JeJIUTCA BIeYaTJIeHUsIMUA U PacCKa3bIBaeT,
KaKUM 06pa3oM ObUTH BOCIIPUHATHEI UM MOU TepOU U CIOXKETHI.
A obcyxaana aToT peHOMeH ¢ APYTUMHM MUcaTeasiMu. Koria oHo
K BaM NPUXOAUT (II0f «OHO» S MOJApasyMeBal My3y, BIAOXHO-
BeHUe, U/Ie10), MPoIleCcC HATIMCAHUS KHUT'A CHOCUT PaMKH TIIa-
TeJbHO pa3paboTaHHOTO CIOKeTa U KOJIHMYecTBa HeOOXOAMMBIX
nepcoHaxeii. ®abysna mokuzaeT 6epera U TOPUT cOOCTBEHHOE
pycJio B iofrHe GaHTa3HH.

W B 3Ty peKy mucaTesib IOrpyKaeTcs ¢ roJIoBOM. f He ToM-
HIO, KaK paboTaja Haji 31IM30/IaM1 U IIaBaMU, HO TIOMHIO, KaK
becenoBasa ¢ PUTIIeM Ha 3acHe;KeHHOM Bepxy OamiHu, TOMHIO
TeIUIO U 3BYKH B OcBellleHHOH poHapeM KoHIomIHe. { BAbpIxana
apomarsl YKeHCKOro cazia ¥ JIOBWIa UPOHUYHBIE OTTEHKU B CMe-
xe duria.

A 6bIBaeT, 4TO U YMTaTesb Norpyskaetcs. Koraa s obmaioch
¢ TaKUMH JIFOIbMH, MBI He 00Cy)k/laeM TO WIH HHOe CJIOBO Ha
TOUW WIXU UHOM cTpaHulle. MBI BCIOMUHaeM 3HAKOMBIX I'epoeB
U NIPUKJIIOYEHUs], KOTOPbIE Pas/ie/IWId ¢ HUMU. [TlepcoHaxu (He
TosbKo duTil U I1lyT, HO U Yeiig u bappud, Mosun u Peran) cra-
HOBATCA KUBBIMU. MBI BUJMM HX JIMIA U ABCTBEHHO CJBIIITUM
HUX rojioca. Yuratesii B3bupaioTcsa Ha obayBaeMble BeTpaMu
yTechl 6113 BakkuIia, cTydaT 3ybaMu B HeoTaruiiBaeMoM BoJb-
nioM 3aze IlIproja, yBOpauuBalOTCS OT MAyTUHBI B MIIMMMOHCKUX
TOHHEJISIX, YKPBITHIX B TOJICTBIX KAMEHHBIX CTEeHaX.

OTa MPUBA3aHHOCTH K reposiM M CIOKeTaM HaxXxOAUT OTpa-
JKeHUe B peaJlbHOM KU3HU 4yUTaTesei. MHe mpyuchUlaJd CHUM-
KM cobak, KOIlleK, TIOIyTaeB U Jake JieTeli, Ha3BaHHBIX B YeCTh
nepcoHa)kei. f BU/ie/la BOCXUTUTENIbHBINA KOCIUIEH MOUX r'epo-
eB, fobpaBmuiica ax zo TaiiBaHa U ABcTpasii. CTEHBI MOETo
JoMa yBelIaHbl GaH-apTOM: CPOAHSAACH C MOUMH KHUTAMM, YH-
TaTeJu IPUBHOCAT B HUX COOCTBEHHOE TBOPYECTBO. U 5 IOHU-
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3AMBIKAA IENbD

Maro, YTO 03HAYaAIOT TaKWe Bellll. JTO CBA3b MeXAy HaMU; 3TO
Ilellb, COeIMHUBIIAA aBTOpa, YATATeNId U reposd. f MoOHUMaIo,
MOTOMY 4YTO cama ObLia YuTaTelbHUIlEH U TochLIaka MUchMa
U MeJIKHe IOZIapKU aBTOPY, C KOTOPBIM HUKOIZA He BCTpeya-
Jlach JIMYHO. MHe X0TeJIoCh YBeIOMUTh aBTOpa O TOM, 4YTO { 3Ha-
KOMa C ero repogMH, 4YTO OHU CTaJIM MOUMH JPY3bAMH, 4TO I He
IIPOCTO ero KHUTY IIpowia — A pasZie/ilia C HUM XU3Hb.

MHOro-MHOTO JIeT Ha3ajl, 3a/IoJiro /0 Havyajla Moeit cobcT-
BEHHOM NUcaTelIbCKOU Kapbepel, 1 OTIIPaBUIa CTPaCcTHOE MTUCh-
Mo Ppuiry Jleitbepy, ofHOMY U3 MOMX JOOUMBIX aBTOPOB. OH
Hamnucaa KHUTY, B KOTOPOI caMbIM POKOBBIM 006pa3oM U3MeHU
cyb0y ¥ BO3MOKHOCTH IJIaBHOTO Teposi. K 3ToMy mepcoHaxy
MHOTHUX paHee BHIIIeJNIUX KHUT f ycllela IPUKUTIeTh AyLIOoi,
Y TaKOl IOBOPOT MeHA Y>KaCHO paccTpouil. PasBe MoxkeT aBTOp
CTOJIb ’KeCTOKO TOCTYTaTh C repoeM, KOTOPOMY OH sIBHO Oiia-
roBosuT? MucTep Jleitbep Haliesn BpeMsi, YTOOBI OTBETUTEH MHE;
CyZil IO Kapaky/isM, MUcaTh OT PYKU eMy ObUIO My4YUTeIbHO
TpyZIHO. OH OOBACHWI, YTO TePOU JIOIKHBI Ha CBOEM ITyTH BCTpe-
yaTh npenATcTBUsA. IM Heo6X0JUMO pacTd, MykaTb. U eciu
CYACT/IUBLINA KOHel| KHUT'M — 3TO BCero JIMIIb BO3BpalleHue
B ee HayaJo, TO 3a4eM BooOIIe Hy:KHO ObLIO ee MucaTh?

Oto 6bUIa IpaB/ia, U 51 pajia, YTo MucTep Jleiitbep OTKPbHLI MHe
r71a3a Ha Hee. O6yMaB y»Ke HalMlCaHHble K TOMy BpeMeHU Be-
U, 51 OCO3HAaJIa, YTO CJIUIIKOM bGeperiia Moux repoeB. C HUMU
YTO-HUOYIb CITy4asoch, /1a, HO Ha UX CyAbOax 3TO He CKa3biBa-
JIOCh pafIuKaJbHBIM 06pa3oM.

U g 3aHOBO Havajia poMaH, HaJl KOTOpbIM paboTaja B TO Bpe-
M. §I TIO3BOJIWJIA KU3HU BIUATH Ha Cy/Ib0BI epcoHakeii. U 3To
ObUla MOsi TiepBasi KHUTa, YBU/ieBIIasA cBeT: «[lojeT rapmuu»,
aBTOp — Mbarad JIMHAXOIbM.

Mucrep Jleiibep 3aMKHYyJI 1lellb «aBTOp — KHUTa — YWTa-
TeJb». TeM caMbIM OH Ziajl MHE TO, 4eT0 He XBaTajo, YTOObl MOU
[IpOU3Be/leHUA TOXe JOXOAWIU [0 YATaTeseil. Hazeroch, yuTa-
TeJIU NIepeXUBaloT TO JKe, UTO Iepexwia {1, Korja caeJyioT 3a
®uTIIeM CKBO3b COOBITHSA, ONMCAaHHbIE B «Mupe DJ/IepJIUHTOB».
3a 4eTBepTh Beka OUTI] U3 pacTepAHHOIO IATWIETHETr0 Malb-
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3AMBIKAA IEND

YUIITKW BBIPOC B MCKYCHOTO YOHIAIly, a B IIeCThAeCAT JIET 3TO
YMYZPEHHbBIA OMBLITOM MY3K. B €ro KU3HU MOSBJISUIMCh U UCYe3a-
JIM IPY3bs U TIOMYTYUKU. BBUIM TATOTH U OJUHOYECTBO, HO I10-
poii oH obpeTas AylieBHbIN MUP U YBepPeHHOCTh B cebe.

M3 KHUTU B KHUTY MBI C YUTATEIAMU CTPAHCTBOBAIA BMECTe
¢ duTem. Pazzensiiv ero rnotepu, paZloBaJIMCh ero cjaase U yaa-
ye. A B 2017-m Bbinuia «Cyzbba youiilipl», 3aBepiiaronias cary.
YuTaTeN I CIpaliuBald, KaKOBO 3TO OBUIO — IMHCATh IOC/Ie-
HIOIO CTPaHUILy. Y MeHS TOJIbKO OJJUH OTBeT: Hen3bexHo. C Ha-
yajia paboTel HaJl pOMaHOM M /IO TOTO JIHSA, KOTZa TiepBasi py-
KOITHCh 3arpy3nWIachk B IPUHTEP, A 3HaIA, KaKoB OyzeT GUHAI.
Cyzabba reposi — 3T0 peKa co CBOUM HOPOBOM, HeJib3sl 6e3 KOH-
11a MEHATB ee PycCiio.

Ecsiu BHI ellfe He 6bIBad B MuUpe DJiZiepAUHTOB, 06po moXKa-
JIOBaTh. A ecJIU 3TO He TIepBoe IyTelllecTBHe, cliacubo 3a To, 4To
BBI CHOBA PENIWIH MOTPY3UThCA B peallbHOCTE PUTIA. B ro6oM
cIly4yae, HaJIeroCh, BaM JIOCTABUT Y/IOBOJILCTBUE CIIElMAJIbHOE
H3/laHule «Y4eHUKa youiinpl». { 6pl1a Ha ceilbMoM Hebe, Korza
Maranui BUIbHEB coriaciuiach MPOWLUIIOCTPUPOBATH 3TY KHUTY.
Heo6bIYHBIM 06pa3oM MeHsI ¢ Marajiu mo3HakoMuin ®uTIIL: mo-
CeTUB C KHWKHBIM TypoM PpaHIUIO, A BIIEpBbEe yBUZENa ee
KapTHHBI Ha BHICTaBKe M TTOJMy4YrIa BOSMOXXHOCTh ¢ Helf mobece-
JI0BaTh. §l XpaHIO KaK COKPOBUIIe KapaHAAIHbINA opTpeT ®Put-
11a YuBasia, MOJyYeHHBIN B MOJApOK BMecCTe C ee «A Journey
Through Illustrations» (2015). 3To 3K3eMIUVISIp HOMep OWH U3
naTucoT! Togamu s moboBasiach ee KapTHHAMU, JlaXke He cMes
Ha/IeAThCS, YTO OAHAXK/IBI OUepeJHOe U3/JaHue «YUeHUKa yOouli-
I[bI» YKpAacUTCS U3006pakeHUSIMU He Toibko PuTIIA, HO U Bap-
puda, u Mo, ¥ Yeiila, U MHOTHX JPYT'HX TiepcoHakeit, obie-
YeHHBIX B IUVIOTh U KPOBb CWIOH ee TaJlaHTa.

Ho 6osbiiie Bcero A 6arofapHa BaM BceM 3a TO, UYTO B Ba-
nieM cep/ilie HallleJICs YTOJIOK /IJIS MOUX T'epoeB.
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PosHH XOBbB. YYEHUK YBHIIBI

Tax z060psm. Kpacusas ckaska.
Bossoncro, kozda-mo u enpsms npu napevenuu
omnpasasiu mazuyeckue 00psdet. Ho docmamoyno
3A2AIHY MY 8 UCTROPUHECKUE XPOHUK L, YMOOBL NOHIIND:
UM, 0annoe npu poycoenun, 0a1exo He 6ce20a
onpedensem 6cro darvreriutyn cyosby wes06exa.

MOE NEPO OPOXHWUT, IIOTOM BBIITAZAET M3 PYK,
OCTaBJIsIs U3BWIMCTHII ciie/] Ha 6ymare PenBpeHa. VcropueH
ellle O/IVH /IparolleHHbII JUCT. BipodyeM, HaBepHOe, 3Ta MOTBIT-
Ka Bce paBHO ObUla oOpedeHa Ha MPOBaJl, Kak Bce MpeibIAyIue.
He 3Haro, CMOTY JIM 1 3aKOHYUTh CBOM TPy WIHM Ka)KJaasd CTpa-
Hulla 6y/ileT IpoNUTaHa XTydeii Topeublo, /I0M, KOTOPBIi, Kak
MHe Ka3aJoch, JaBHO BeIBeTpWIcs. f mojaraj, YTo U3/Ieduics
OT THeBa UM HEHABMCTU, HO CTOUT MHe B3AThCSA 3a Iepo, Kak
601b 1 06Ua MaTbYMKa codaTcsi Ha OyMary BMecTe ¢ YepHUIa-
MU, TIOKa MHe He HauWHaeT Ka3aTbcs, YTO KaK/jasd aKKypaTHas
yepHas 6ykBa 6epelUT cTapyro He3a)XKUBAIOIIYIO PaHy.

N ®easpeH, u IlelillieHc BecbMa BOOAYIIEBWINCH U/leeid Ha-
nucanusa ucropuu Illectu TepriorcTB. BelIO pelieHo, YTO TO-
npoboBaTh CTOUT, TIOMBITKA He MBITKA, JUIIb Obl Y MeHs XBaTH-
Jio cut. PaboTa oTBeYeT MeHsl, IOMOeT 3aHATh BpeMs, U 5 3a-
Oyzy o ropeuu u 60yu. § 103BOMWI YOeAUTh cebs, YTO TaK OHO
u 6yzeT. Ho Kax/j0e ucTopuieckoe coObITHE, KOTOPOTO 5 Kaca-
I0Ch B CBO€i PYKOIIHUCH, TOJIbKO TIPOOYK/IaeT K KU3HU MpayHble
TeHU MOero oJIMHOYeCTBa U MoTephb. Botoch, MHe TIpUAeTCs OT-
JIOKUTD 3TY paboTy, UHa4Ye OHA BOCKPECUT BCe TO, YTO C/IeIajio
MeHsI TeM, KTO 51 eCTh Teleph. Sl HAaUMHAI CHOBAa U CHOBA, HO
Ka)K/Jblii pa3 06Hapy:KUBak0, YTO MUIIY CKOpee 0 COOCTBEHHBIX
HCTOKax, yeM 06 HCTOKax 3Toi 3emiu. He 3Haw Jaxe, KOMY
s TIBITal0Ch 0OBSICHUTDH cebsi. Mos1 )kU3Hb Oblla TayTUHOI TaiiH,
TaifH, KOTopble lake ceiiyac HebGe3o0macHO MOBepSThH Oymare.



I'TABA I. IIPEABICTOPHA

CTOUT I MHCATh O HUX TOJBKO /I TOT0, YTOOHI MpeBpaTUTh
B IUIaMs U Itenien? KTo 3Haer...

S moMHI0 cebs ¢ mecTH JeT. /Io 3Toro He OBUIO HUYETo —
TOJILKO TPOMNACTh, KOTOPYIO I HE MOTY NpeoioieTh, Kak Ol
CWIbHO HU Hampsiraja maMmsaTb. PaHee Toro AHs B MyHcee HeT
HUYero. 3aTo BCe, YTO MPOMCXOAWIO TIOTOM, Sl TIOMHIO C yAH-
BUTEJIbHOM OTYETJIHBOCTBIO. MMHOIZa MOM BOCIIOMHHAHUA Ha-
CTOJIbKO TIOAPOOHKI, YTO A Aake HaUMHAIO 3a/lyMbIBAThCs, MHE
JIU OHU TIpUHAJIeXKaT. BbUIH JIH Bce 5TH cOOBITUS 3ariedaT/ieHbl
B MOeii COOCTBEeHHOM MaMATU WIU jKe KapTUHBI TIPOIILIOTO CKJIa-
JILIBAIOTCS Y MeHs M3 PAcCKa30B KyXOHHOM MPUCIYTH U HeCMeT-
HOT'O MHOKECTBa MaJIbUUIIEK-TPyMOB, OOBSICHABIIUX APYT ApPY-
Iy Moe TosiBieHue? B0O3MOXKHO, Sl CJBIIIAN 3Ty UCTOPUIO Tak
4acTO U W3 CTOJbKUX HMCTOYHHUKOB, YTO Telepb BBI3LIBAIO ee
B ITIaMATH KaK cOOCTBeHHBIE BOCTIOMUHAHUA? MoXeT OBITh, 3TU
NoApoOHOCTH — pPe3y/bTaT OTKPHITOTO BOCIIPUATHSA MIeCTUIET-
Hero MajbdyraHa? Vau aTO IIyTUT CO MHOU SIpKOe TIOKPBIBAJIO
Cwibl U CHafiobUii, KOTOpble MPUXOAWUTCSA NIPUHHUMATh, YTOOHI
KOHTPOJIMPOBATh CBOIO MIPUBHIYKY K Hel, — cHafioOuii, KOTo-
pBle caMH 110 cebe BHI3BIBAIOT 60 U MpUBBLIKaHHE? Bce MOXKET
OBITh. OcTaeTcs HAZIeAThCA, YTO JIeJIO BCce-TaK! He B CHa/I00bsX.

BocrnomuHaHUe CTOJIb IPKOe, YTO A 6yITO CHOBA BUXKY U UyB-
CTBYIO BCe 3TO: XOJIOAHBIE CYMePKHU YXOAAIIET0 THs, 6e3:KanocT-
HBIH 10K /Ib, TIOJ] KOTOPBIM 5 BHIMOK /10 HUTKH, JIe[ITHOH OY/IbIK-
HUK MPUIYAJIUBBIX TOPOJCKUX YJIHUI[ U JlJake MO3OJIHUCTYIO Tpy-
0oCcTh OrpOMHOI pyKM, CXKUMarolieil Moo JaZiomkKy. MHoraa
g aymato 06 aToit pyke. OHa 6bl1a TBepias U lliepliaBas U Kper-
KO CTHCKHBaJa MOIO JIaZIoHb, M BCe JKe OHa KasaJjach MHe TeIll-
JIO¥ U He3yol. [IpocTo cuinbHOM. OHA He JaBajia MHe yNacThb,
KOT/Ia 5 TOCKaJ/Ib3bIBaJICA Ha obJie/ieHeBINX YIUIAX, HO He Jia-
Basa U u3bexarh yroTOBaHHOM ydacTh. OHa OblIa Gecriomai-
HOI, KaK XOJIOJIHBII CepbIi J0K/Ib, IOKPHIBABIIWM JIeITHON I1a-
3YPbI0 UCX0KEHHYI0, 3aChIIIaHHYI0 TPaBUEM JOPOKKY Iepe/] Or-
POMHOI /IepeBSIHHOI JBepbl0 MAacCCHUBHOTO 3/IJaHUSI, KOTOpoe
BO3BBIIIAJIOCH B IeHTPe ropo/ia, KaK HacTosAIlas KPeroCTh.



OBMH XOBB. YYEHHUK YBHHILBI

JlBepu OBUIM BBICOKHE — Jlaxke /I B3pOCJIOro, He ToBops
O IlleCTWIeTHEM Majbuuke. BequkaH Mor 6kl BOITH B HUX, He
Harubasich, a IMUPOKOIUIEYUi KpeTbIlll, KOTOPhIi OalliHeil BO3-
BBIIIAJICA PAZIOM CO MHOM, Ka3aJics Ha [I0pore 3TUX JIBepel IIpo-
CTO KapIuKoM. VI MHe, IllecTWIeTHEMY, OHU ObLIN yIUBUTE/b-
HBI, XOTA 51 U He TIOMHIO, KaK BBIJISZIENU IBepU, KOTOpble ObUIH
TIPUBBIYHBIMM JIJII MeHSI B paHHeM, 3a0bITOM HbiHe /ileTcTBe. [le-
peBsAHHbIe pe3Hble BepHr, OOUThIE Kejle30M, YKpallleHHble To-
JIOBO# OJIeHSI U CBePKAIOIUM IBEPHBIM MOJIOTKOM, He ObLIH 10-
XO03KM HU Ha 4YTO, BU/ICHHOe MHOIO IIpexzie. f BCIIOMUHAI0, YTO
oJle’k/la MOd IIPOMOKJIa, @ HOI'M IIPeBpaTWIUCH B JIeBIIIKH.
U TeM He MeHee f He IIOMHIO HU TOr'0, KaK JI0JIr'0 1Ies [0 pas-
MOKIIIel CIAKOTH YXOJAlleil 3UMBI, HU TOTO, YTO MeHA HecIu
Ha pykax. HeT. Bce HaunHaeTcq 3/iech, Ha [Opore KaMeHHOT'O
YKpeIUIeHHOI'O IoOMa: MBI CTOUM Ha KpBUIbIle, U MOSI MaJleHbKas
PyKa KpellKo CTUCHYTA B JIAZJIOHU BLICOKOT'O YeJIOBeKa.

[TouyTH KaK HavaJo KyYKOJIBLHOTO IpejAcTaBieHud. /la, UMeH-
HO TaK 3TO BUAUTCA MHe. 3aHaBecC ITOAHAICA, U MBI OKa3aJluch
nepe/i OTPOMHOM /iBepbio. CTapuK, YTO [iepXajl MeHd 3a PYKY,
TIOZIHS/I MeJIHbIIf MOJIOTOK M OOpYIIWI ero Ha jKeJle3Hylo Iuia-
CTUHY — OJJUH yZap, BTOPOW, TpeTuii. MeTaul OTKJIUKAJICA I'yI-
KUM 3BOHOM. M mOTOM paszajica rojioc — He U3 /IBepeid, a c3a-
JIA, TaM, OTKy/Zla MBI IIPUIILIH.

— Orer, mpotry Tebs... — MOoJWIa JKeHIUHA.

S obepHyscs, 4TOOBI MOCMOTPETh HAa TOBOPAIIYI0, HO CHO-
Ba IIOIIeJ CHer, KPy>KeBHOM 3aBecoil OH LeIUIA/ICa K peCHULIaM
Y YKYTHIBaJI pykaBa. He MOTy BCIIOMHUTD, pasmiAziesl JIU 1 KOro-
HUOY/Ib, HO YBEPeH, UTO He MbITAJICS BHIPBATHCS OT 3TOTO CTApH-
Ka U He 3BaJI MaThb. fl IPOCTO CTOSUI ¥ CMOTPeJI, CJIOBHO 3pUTe/b
Ha KYKOJIbHOM IIpe/ICTaB/JIeHUH, U CJIBIIIAJ CTYK callor B JjoMe
Y CKPHII OTOZBUr'aeMOr'o 3aC0Ba.

OHa mpeAlIpUHAIA elle OJHY, IIOCJIeAHIO, IONBITKY. f 10
CUX IIOp OTYETIMBO CJBINLY ee cJI0Ba U OTYasHUe B rojoce, Ko-
TOPBIH Telepb MoKa3aucs 661 MHE MOJIO/IBIM.

— Orell, mokanyiicTta, yMoJsito TeOs!
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PyKa, ZiepykaBliias MeHsl, 3aipoKajia — OT SIPOCTH WU OT de-
rO-TO /IPYTOTrO, sl 3TOro HUKOT/Ia He y3Haro. C OBICTPOTOM, C Ka-
KOif YepHBIii BOPOH XBaTaeT JIOMOTh yIaBilero xjueba, cTapuk
HAKJIOHWICS ¥ TIOZIHSUI KyCOK TPSI3HOTO JibZia. He ToBOpSI HU CJIo-
Ba, OH C SIPOCTHIO IIBBIPHY/I €70 B TEMHOTY, U S CHEXWICS OT
cTpaxa. {I He IOMHIO HY KpHKa, HU 3ByKa yZapa. B Moeit mams-
TH OCTaJIOCh JIUIIH TO, KaK JIBepH PaCIaxHy/IUCh HApYKy U CTa-
PUK TIOCTIENITHO OTCTYIIIJI, BOJIOYa MeHsI 3a cob60ii.

U 370 Bce. YenoBek, OTKPBIBIINI [BePb, He ObLI CIyTOi, Kak
s1 MoT 6bI BOOOPA3UTh, ec/Id OB CIIBITIAI 3TY UCTOPUIO U3 TyIKUX
ycT. HeT, Mosi TaMSITh COXpaHW/IA He KAKOTO-TO BBHINIKOJIEHHO-
ro CJIYTY, a CoJijIaTa, CTaporo KaBaJlepHCTa, cjlerka Imoce/ieBlile-
r0 U C )XUBOTOM, 3aTBep/IeBIIUM CKOpee OT KUpa, 4eM OT 60JIb-
IIOT0 KOJMMYecTBa HaTPeHWPOBAHHBIX MBIMII. OH OMIsAeN Hac
C HOT IO TOJIOBBI C TIPUBBIYHOM COMAATCKOI TI0/{03PUTEIbHOCTHIO
¥ MOJTYA CTOSUT, OXKU/Iasi, ITO MBI MU3JI0KUM Hallle Jefo.

Jlymaro, cTapuK HEMHOTO pacTepsiics OT TAKOTO IpreMa, HO
BMeCTO CTpaxa B HeM B/IPYT BCIIbIXHYJIa 31106a. OH 6poci Moo
PYKY, CXBaTHWI MeHs 3a ITUBOPOT U IIPOTSAHYJ Bllepesi, Kak MIeH-
Ka, KOTOPOTo NIpe//IaraloT HOBOMY BJIaZIefibIly.

— $] IpUHeC MaJIBYMIIKY BaM, — IIPOXPHUIIEJ OH.

[IpuUBpaTHUK MPOIODKAJ MOTYa CMOTPEeTh Ha Hero, He BbIKa-
3bIBast HU OCY)K/IeHUsI, HU Jiayke HHTepeca, U CTapUK MPOJ0JDKA:

— [IlecTb JIeT KOPMIJI €70 KaK POJHOTO U He MOy OT er0
OTIIa HU cJIoBa 61aroflapHOCTU, HU OIHOM MOHeTKU. OH Jaxke
HU pa3y He HaBeCTWI Hac, XOTs Mos J09b 0OMOJIBHAIACh — OH
3HaeT, YTo c/ieyial 3Toro ybmoaka. I He xenato 6oblle Kop-
MUTh MaJIBIUIIKY U THYTh CIIMHY 3a IUIyTOM, 9YTOOBI HACKPeCTH
eMy Ha OfIeXKOHKY. [IyCcTh ero KOpMHT TOT, KTO ero c/iejial. Y Me-
HS XBaTaeT CBOWX 3a00T, Mosl )KeHa cTapeerT, Jla elle 5 /0N
*eH coZiep)XaTh M KOPMUTh MaMallly BOT 3Toro. [loToMy 4To HU
OZIMH MYX4YWHa ee He 3aX04eT, HU OJJUH — KOT/a 3a TO/0J ee
IeIUIsieTcsI 3TOT MeHOK. Tak YTo 3abupaiiTe ero u oTAalTe OTIIy.

V1 OH BBINyCTWI MeHsI TaK BHe3aIHO, 4TO I yIal ¥ PacTAHYII-
¢ Ha KaMeHHOU CTyIeHbKe ¥ HOT CTPakHUKa. §I ceJi, TOTOMYy
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YTO, HACKOJIBKO TOMHIO, HE OYeHb CWJIBHO YITHOCS, W MOAHSI
r71a3a, YTo0bl IOCMOTPETH, YTO MIPOU30MIET JasbIlle MeXIY STH-
MU ABYMS JIIOAbMU. CTPaXKHUK MO/KaJ TyObl, TJIAHYJI BHU3 —
He oCyX/as, a IpocTo coobpaskas, Kak cO MHOI OBITh.

— Tak 4eii OH? — CIIPOCWI OH, U YYBCTBOBAJIOCh, YTO 3TOT
BOIIPOC 3a/]aeTcsl He U3 JIFOOOMBITCTBA, a /I TOrO YTOOHI BhIsC-
HUTH, B YeM JIeJIO, a TIOTOM JIOJIOKUTH XO3UHY.

— YwuBasa, — cKasan crapuk. OH MOBEpHYJICA KO MHE CITU-
HOU Y pa3MepeHHBIM IIaroM JABUHYJICS MPOYb IO TOKPHITOM
rpaBueM gopokke. — IIpuHna Yusoia. — U, He omIAAbIBasACh,
nobaBuin:. — Toro, KOTOpHIH Kak pa3 U ecThb OyAymiuii KOpojb.
KoTopslii ero czenai. ITycTs 3a60TUTCSA 0 HEM Jja pafiyeTcs, YTO
YMYZAPWICS XOTh T7le-To 3a4aTh pebeHKa.

CTpaKHUK MPOBOJWI CTapuKa B3IVISIZIOM, TIOTOM, He CKa3aB
HU CJIOBA, HAKJIOHWICS, CXBAaTWI MEHS 32 BODOTHUK U OTTAIIWII
B CTOPOHY, YTOOHI 1 He MelllaJl eMy 3aKpHITh ZiBepb. OH OTITyC-
TWJI MeHsI Ha TO HeJIoJIToe BpeMsi, KOTopoe eMy oTpeboBaioch,
yTOOBI 3aIBUHYTH 3acOB. C/IeJIaB 3TO, OH OCTAaHOBWICH, VIS HA
MeHs CBepXy BHM3. HUKAKOro yZIuB/IeHUs, TOAbKO COJIJATCKas
rOTOBHOCTH IIPUHUMATH BCe, IaXKe caMble CTPaHHbIE CTOPOHBI
cBoeii paboTHI.

— IlopmHuUMalics, mapeHb, U MOW/IeM CO MHOM, — CKa3aJl OH.

U s TIo1es1 3a HUM T10 TEMHOMY KOPHAOPY MUMO CKYZAIHO 00-
CTaBJIeHHBIX KOMHAT, OKHA KOTOPHIX Bce ellle O6bUIHM 3aliuineHbl
CTaBHSIMU OT 3UMHET0 X0JIO/Ia, K ellle OJHUM 3aKPBITHIM JABEPSIM
13 POCKOIITHOT'O /iepeBa, yKpallleHHBIM pe3b60ii. TyT OH ocTaHoO-
BIWJICA U OBICTPO OMPaBWI OfeXKAY. SICHO TOMHIO, KaK OH BCTal
Ha OJTHO KOJIEHO, YTOOBI OfIepHYTh MO0 py6alliKy U MIPULIauTh
MHe BOJIOCHI, HO cZlejlajl OH 3TO 1o A06poTe AyIIeBHOH WIU
IPOCTO XOTeJI IPUBECTU IOBEPEHHYIO €My TIOCHUIKY B Ha/lJIexKa-
1M BUJ — g HUKOr/a He y3Hato. OH CHOBa BCTal U OJJUH pa3
CTYKHYJI 110 IBYyCTBOPYATHIM ZiBepsAM. [TocTy4das, CTpaKHUK He
CTaJl ’KJ]aTh OTBETA, — M0 KpaliHel Mepe, 1 HU4Yero He CJIbIIal.
OH TOJYKOM pacIaxHyJl BEPU, IIPOBeJ MeHA BHYTPb U 3aKPbUIL
3a coboii TaKesble CTBOPKH.
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[Toce cTeUTOrO KOpUZIOpa KOMHATa II0Kasajlach MHe OYeHb
Teluloi. U B OT/IMYKe OT MyCThIX KOMHAT, KOTOpble Mbl MUHOBa-
JIY TIO TIyTH CI0/Ia, OHA BBITVIAZIeNIa 06KUTOM. I BCTOMUHAO BU-
CeBIlIMe Ha CTeHaX KOBPHI U MOPThEPHI, a ellle — TOJIKHU C Tab-
JUYKaMU U CBUTKaMU, HaBaJleHHBIMU B becropsiike, 6e3 Ko-
TOpOro He OOXOAUTCS HU OJHO YIOTHOE XWibe. B orpoMHOM
KaMUHe ropeJj OroHb, HallOJHAA KOMHATY TeIUIOM U IIPUATHBIM
CMOJIMCTBIM 3aTlaxoM. Y o4ara, 4yTh HauCKOCh, CTOST HEOOBAT-
HBIU CTOJI, a 32 HUM CHJIeJl KPellKUii YesloBeK, CKJIOHUBIIUMCSH
Haj rpyaoi 6ymar. BpoBu ero 66Ut HaXMypeHbl. OH He cpasy
IIO/THAJI IVIa3a, U HEKOTOpOoe BpeMA S MOI' BUZIeTh TOILKO KOITHY
CITyTAHHBIX TeMHBIX BOJIOC.

Korzia oH mocMoTpen Ha MeHsl, TO, Ka3ajoch, OJHUM ObICT-
PBIM B3IVIAIOM YepHBIX [VIa3 OXBAaTWI U MeHs, U CTpaKHUKa.

— Hy, JIxelicoH? — crpocuwi OH. HecMOTps Ha HeXHBbIiA
BO3PACT, A pas3/JIMYWI B ero rojoce CToudeckoe TepreHue — ero
paboTty rpy6o mpepBaid, U TYT YK HAYEro He Mojiejlaellb. —
B ueMm pgeno?

CTpaXHUK JIETOHBKO ITOATOJIKHYJI MeHf BIlepe/, U 1 IpuMep-
HO Ha QYT IPUABUHYJICA K CU/SANIEMY YellOBeKy.

— Crapslii Taxapb ero ocTaBwi, IpuHI, Beputu, cup. Cka-
3aJl, cTano ObITh, UTO 3TO OacTap/ MpuHIla YuBaia.

Hecko/lbKO MTHOBEHU yCTasblii 4eloBeK 3a CTOJIOM IIpO-
JIOJDKAJI pasrAAbplBaTh MeHs C HeKOTOPEIM cMylieHueM. [loTom
HeYTo MoX0XKee Ha y/IUBJIEeHHO-BeCceylo yAbIOKY OCBETHIO ero
JIUII0, OH BCTaJl, 060IIes BOKPYT CTOJIa U OCTAHOBWICS PSIZIOM CO
MHOM, yTiepeB Ky/lakd B Oe/ipa U A HA MeHS CBepXy BHU3.
fl He IOYYBCTBOBAJI YIPO3Bl B 3TOM IIPUCTAJIBHOM B3IVIA[e —
CKOpee MHe II0Ka3aJI0Ch, YTO HEYTO B MOel Hapy>KHOCTH eMy JI0
KpaifHOCTU TIOHPABWIOCH. §I ¢ TFOOOMBITCTBOM CMOTpPe Ha He-
ro. Y npuHiia 6bUia KOpoTkas YepHasi 60pojia, BCTONOpIeHHAas
U JIoXMaTasi, KaK U ero lieBentopa, oOBeTpeHHbIe MeKu, TPy/b,
noxorkas Ha 604Ky, U ITUPOKHUe TUIeYU, HaTAHYBIIIUe TKaHb Py-
6amku. Ero kBajjpaTHble KyJaKu ObUTHA MOKPBITH IITHAMU U 11a-
panuHaMu, HO TeM He MeHee Nasbllbl TIPaBoil pyKu ObUIU B Yep-
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HWIax. OH CMOTpeJI Ha MeHsl, YIUBJIEHHO TIOJIHSAB T'yCThie OPOBH,
ero y/iblOKa Jieianach Bce IMpe, W HAaKOHeI] OH Becesio QbIpK-
HYJ U 3asIBUJ:

— Byzb g NIPOKJIAT, NapeHeK AedCTBUTENBHO MTOX0XK Ha Yu-
Ba, BepHO? Jz1a [nofopoAHas, KTO ObI MOT *KAaTh TAKOTO OT MO-
ero fobpozerenbHOrO 6parial

CTpa)XHUK HUYEro He OTBETWI. BlipoueM, HUKTO U He X Jajl
OT Hero oTBera. OH MPOIO/DKAJ CTOATH B OKUAAHWUU Ja/IbHEN-
IIMX pacIopsbKeHUui. HacTosanuii cojar, 10 Mo3ra KOCTeid.

YepHoOOpOABIH MPOAO/IKAI C HHTEpecOM MeHs paccMaTpu-
BaTh.

— CKOJIBKO JIeT? — CIIPOCHJI OH CTPaKHUKA.

— ToT maxapb cKa3saJl, CTajio ObITh, IecTh. — OH cobpaics
OBUIO TIOYecaTh MeKy, HO IIOTOM, O9eBU/IHO, BCIIOMHI, YTO Ha-
XOUTCSA TIPU UCTIONTHEHUM CITyKeOHBIX 00513aHHOCTEH, OIyCTII
PYKY u fo6aBuI: — CHp.

[TpuHII, TIOX0Xe, He 3aMeTU/ HapyllleHUa JUCIUIUINHBL. Ero
TeMHBIe T71a3a TPOAOJIKAIM MEHS OCMAaTpUBaTh, U Becejloe
yAWBJIeHUe CTAaHOBUJIOCH BCe 3aMeTHee.

— 3HauwuT, Jiesio ObUIO TIPUMEPHO ceMb JIeT Ha3aj. Beab Ka-
KOe-TO BpeMs MOHaJ06WI0Ch, YTOOBI JKMBOT MaMalll MOJApOC.
YepT Bo3bMHU! JIa. 3TO ObUI TIEPBHIit TO/, KOTZIa YblOp/a TIBITA-
JIMCh 3aKPHITh MPOX0/1. A YHBaJI I00UBaJICS, YTOOBI €10 OTKPBUIH.
['oHAICA 328 HUMU TPU WU YeThIpe MecAlla. [loxoxe — He ToJb-
KO 3a HUMHU. YepT Bo3bMHU! KT0o 6B MOT MofymMaTh? — OH II0-
MOJT4aJ ¥ BHE3aIHO ciipocui: — Kro MaTh?

[TepeMHUHAasICh C HOTH HA HOTY, CTPaYKHUK Oy pKHYJI:

— Tak... 3TO... KTO X ee 3HaeT, cup. TaM TOJIbKO U OBbLI 3TOT
CTaphlif maxapb, U OH CKasaJ, YTO BOH 3TOT BOT — OacTtapj
npuHIla Y1BaJIa U 4TO OH, TaXaphb TO OUIIIb, He XOUeT MaJIbIMIII-
KY KODMUTB U O7IeBaTh He X0oveT. /lecKaTh, KTO ero c/ieyanu, TOT
myckaii o HeM 1 3a60THTCA.

[TpuHII TToKaJ IUIeYaMH, Kak OyATO 3TO He UMeJI0 HUKAKOTO
3Ha4YeHUs.

— Manbyuilika BBITVIAAUT VXOKeHHBIM. Yepe3 HeJenrn —
B KpaifHeM ciiydae yepe3 iBe — MaThb OyZieT TONTaThCsA ¥ KyXOH-

—=— 20 =
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HBIX /IBepeit U CKYJIUTh, YTO CKydaeT 6e3 cBoero mieHKa. Torzia
1 y3Ha10 — ec/id He paHbilie. Hy, MaJbuUK, Kak Te6s 30ByT?

Ero xam301 6bLT 3aCTEerHyT 3aTelINBOM TIPSHKKOIL B BHJIe TO-
JIOBHI OJieHs1. B cBeTe kojebirtolierocs IiaMeHd OHa Ka3alach
TO MeZJHOM, TO 30JI0TOM, TO KPaCHOM.

— MaJbYMK, — OTBETHII 4.

He 3Haro, mpocTo M 4 TOBTOPWI TO, YTO TOBOPWIM OH
U CTPaXXHUWK, WIW Y MeHs /IeliCTBUTEIbHO He ObUIO JIpYToro
uMeHH. [TpuHIL BpoZie 6Bl YAUBWICA, U YTO-TO BPOJEe KaJIOCTU
MeJIbKHYJIO Ha ero Jidile. BripodeMm, Tak ke OBICTPO 06a 3T 4yB-
CTBa UCYe3JY, YCTYIIUB MeCTO CMyIIeHUI0 WIH IIPOCTO pasfpa-
»eHUro. OH OIVIAHYJICA Ha KapTy, KOTOpad BCe ellle X/jajla ero
Ha cToJle.

— JlagHo, — ckasaj oH. — Hajlo ero Kak-To onopsiauTh, 110
KpaiiHeli Mepe JI0 TeX Iop, NOKa He BepHeTcsd YuB. /IKelCoH,
npocyieiv, YToObl MaJBYMINKY HAKOPMWIH U HAIIUTA MeCTO, Tie
craTh, — XOTsA Obl Ha CEeroIHSIIHION HOYb. fl TOKa MPUKUHY,
YTO C HUM JiefiaTh 3aBTpa. Hesb3s, YTOOBI KOPOJIEeBCKHe 3ayTo-
JIbITY OpOAIU TIO Beeii cTpaHe.

— Cup, — ckasain /KeiiCOH pOBHBIM TOHOM, B KOTOPOM He
IIPO3BY4aJIO COIVIaCUA WIH HeCOIJIaCUA: COJAT IIPOCTO IIPUHSAIT
pacnopskeHue.

OH MOJIOXKWI MHe Ha IUIe40 TSKelIyr PYKY U pasBepHyJl Me-
HA HasaJ K ABepu. f moiies HeMHOIO HEOXOTHO, IIOTOMY 4YTO
B KOMHaTe ObUIO TeIUIO U CBET/I0. 3aMep3iiiie HOTH HavaJo To-
KaJIbIBaTb, U 5 TIOHSLI, YTO ec/ii Obl MHe pa3pelliin MorpeThCs
ellle HEMHOT0, TO 51 OTTasu1 ObI Bech. Ho pyKa cTpakHUKa HeTpe-
KJIOHHO CKAMaJla Moe IUIe4o, U MeHd BhIBelId U3 TeIUIOH KOM-
HAaTHI B XOJIO[HBIe CYMePKU MPaYHbIX KOPUZOPOB.

[Mocsie Telia W CcBeTa OHM Ka3ajuch elle 6ojiee TEeMHBIMU
1 6eCKOHEeYHBIMU, TIOKA S CEMeHWI PS/IOM CO CTPAKHUKOM, CTa-
pasich MOCTeBaTh 3a ero MTUPOKUM 1arom. MoxeT ObITh, S XHbI-
KaJl, a MOXeT, MOl MeJJINTeJIbHOCTh eMy HacKy4Wia, HO BHe-
3allHO OH OCTAHOBWIICH, CXBAaTWI MeHs, MOAHSAI KaK IyIIUHKY
U nocazu cebe Ha TUIeUH.

— 2] =
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— II[eHOK ThI COIUIUBBIiA, — MPOBOpYAs OH 6e337106HO U T0-
Hec MeHs Jiajbllle 0 KOPUAOPaM U CTylleHbKaM, BCe JajbIlle
Y laJibllle, HABCTPeYy KeJITOMY CBETy OTPOMHOM KyXHMU.

Tam Ha cKaMeWKax CUell Pa3BasiCh MONAKUHBI IPYTUX
CTPaXKHUKOB U eJId U MWIK 3a OOJIbIUM IepbaThiM CTOJIOM,
CTOSIBIIAM Y OTHSI, — CTOJI 3TOT ObLT TOYTH BAIBOE GOJIbIIIe TOTO,
YTO B KabuHeTe. B KyxHe MaxJio efioii, MMBOM, MY»CKHUM TIOTOM,
MOKPO¥ IIepCTSHOM OZIe;K/10M U IIMOM OT KallarolIllero B OroHb
KUpa. Bob cTeHBI pAlaMU CTOSUIA CBUHBIE TOJIOBBI U MaJleHb-
Kuie 60YOHKH, ¢ 6aJoK CBUCANIU TeMHbIe KYCKU KOMYeHOTO Msi-
ca. Ilo crosy 3BdKanu MUCKU. C Kycka Msca, KpyTUBIIETrocs Ha
BepTeJie, HA KAMHM 04ara cTeKas Kup. f yJIOBUI ero BOCXUTHU-
TeJbHBIH apoMar, U elyloK Moii 60jie3HeHHO cxkasics. JIkeit-
COH rpy0o TocaZii MeHsl K yIUIy cToja, 6ixkaiinieMy K OTHIO,
1 TIOITOJIKHYJI JIOKTEM YesioBeKa, JIMI[0 KOTOPOTO OBUIO CKPHITO
3a KPYKKOH.

— Bort, Bappuu, — ckasan /IXeliCOH KaK 0 4eM-TO CaMo
coboii pasymeroneMcsi. — BOT 3TOT BOT IeHOK Temnephb OyzeT
TBOU. — /1 OH OTBEepHYJICA.

§1 c uaTepecoM HabaroJaN, Kak OH OTJIOMWI OT TeMHO 6y-
XaHKU XJleba ropOyIiKy BeTUIMHOM CO CBOM KyJIaK U BbITAIWI
13-3a 1osica HOX, YTOOBI OTpe3aTh OT KpyTa chipa MOAXOASANTHA
KycoK. [IoTOM OH MUXHYJI BCe 3TO MHE B PYKH, IIarHyJl K OTHIO
Y HavaJl OTIIWIMBATh MOPIIMIO Msica, CIIOCOOHYO YTOJIUTh OO
B3POCJIOTO My>4HMHBI. fI He CTaJ TPaTUTh BpeMeHU IapoM U Ha-
TIOJTHW POT XJieboM U chipoM. YesioBek Mo uMeHU bappuy ps-
JIOM CO MHOMU OITyCTWI KPYXKKY U OIVisiHyJIcs Ha /xelicoHa.

— YTOo 3T0? — CHPOCWI OH IOYTH TaK e, KaK IMPUHI] U3
TeIUIOi KOMHATHI.

Y Hero 6bL1a Takas ke OyitHas meBesopa u 60poja, HO JIUIIO0
ero O6bUIO Y3KUM U yIioBaThiM. Kojka o6BeTpeHa, Kak y 4elloBeKa,
MHOTO ObIBarolero Ha Bo3fyxe. [71a3a 6bUIM CKOpee KOpUYHe-
BBIMU, YeM YePHBIMU, [UTMHHBIE NAJIbIIbI BRIMISJENIN CUIbHBIMUA
1 JIOBKUMU. OH Max JiomaZbMu, cobakamu, KPOBbIO U KOXKaMHU.

— OH 1A Tebs, U IpuUcMaTpuBail 3a HUM, TIPUHIL BepuTtu
BeJIelL.
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— llouemy?

— Hy Tak THI e 4enoBeK YuBsiia, BepHO? CMOTPHUIIE 34 ero
JionrazibMu, cobakamu U sicrpebamu?

— Hy?

— Hy Tax TBI BO3bMelllb 3TOr'0 He3aKOHHOPOKIeHHOI'O K ce-
6e, Ioka YuB3J He BepHeTCs U He TIpU/yMaeT, 4ero ¢ HUM Jie-
J1aTh.

JIXelicOH TIPOTAHYJ MHe KyCOK UCTeKarolero COKOM Msca.
Sl mepeBoAWI B3MIA/ ¢ Xeba Ha ChIp, He XeJjlasi paccTaBaThCs
HU C TeM HHM C JPYTUM, HO CTPACTHO ejad Maca. OH IoMsics,
MOXKaJl TieyaMu U ¢ TpyboBaToii MPaKTUYHOCThIO BOMHA He-
OpexxHO OPOCWI KYyCOK Ha CTOJM PSAOM €O MHOMU. fI 3alMXHyI
B POT CTOJIbKO XJie6a, CKOJbKO TaM MOMeCTWIOCh, U Tiepe/IBU-
HyJICA TyZIa, OTKY/ZIa MOT CJIeZIUTH 32 MACOM.

— Manpuuiinka Yusaia?

JIKelicOH ToskaJl TUIedaMu, 3aHATHIN MoucKamMu xaeba, Msca
U cbIpa — Tenepb yxke /s cebs.

— Taxk ckasai cTapuK, KOTOPEI ero cro/a NpUuBoJIoK. — OH
TIOJIOXKWI Ha JIOMOThb XJieba chipa U Msica, OTKYCWI OTPOMHBIIA
KYCOK U IIOTOM 3aroBOPWII C IIOJTHBIM pToM: — CKasas, YuBan
IIyCKaii pajiyeTcs, 4TO XOTh OJHOTO IlleHKa HAIUIOAWII, U ITyCcKau
Tellepb caM ero KOpMUT.

Heo6bruaifHasa TUIIIMHA BHE3aIlHO BOIlapWiach B KyxHe. JIo-
[V TilepecTali ecTh, Tobpocanu XjaebHble JOCKU U KPY>KKHU U TT0-
BepHYJIM I'0JIOBHL K YeJIOBeKy, KOTOpOro HaselBasu bappudeM.
OH caM TOXe aKKypaTHO ITOCTaBWI KPYKKY oJaJblile OT Kpasd
ctoza. Tosoc ero 661 TUXUM U POBHBIM, CJIOBA OOyMaHHbBIMU:

— Emm y Moero xo3guHa HeT Hac/le[HUKA — 3TO BOJIA S/H],
a He ero BUHa. Jleiu IleiimeHc Becersia 6bu1a c1aboii ...

— Tak-To oHO Tak, — mocnemHo cornacuacsa /hHxeiicon, —
a pa3 eCcTb 3TOT MaJIbYUIIKA, 3HAYUT TBOU XO3IUH MYXUMHA KaK
My>X4WHa. BOT U Bce, 4TO 4 roBOpHI. — OH IIOCIIeIIHO BEITEp
POT pyKaBOM. — Y3K OH TakK MOX0X Ha npuHna Yusazna! U 6paT
ero cKasaj — BOT IpaMo celiyac. TyT y» Hac/leIHBII IPUHIL] HU
IIPU 4eM, pa3 ero JieId MIa/leHYuKa JOHOCUTh He MOXKeT...
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Ho Bappuy BHe3amnHo BeTasl. /[ KeiCoH MOCTIeIHO OTIIPSHYIL,
II0TOM IIOHSUJI, YTO €My HUYTO He yrpokaeT. bBappud e cXBaTHI
MeHd 3a IUIeYH U [IOBEepHYJI K OrHI0. KpeIKo B3fgB MeHA 3a MO/~
60pPOIOK U TIOZIHSB MO0 TOJIOBY, OH MCITyTaJl MeHsI TaK, 4TO 51 Bbl-
poHua xJieb u cbip. OH He 06paTHI Ha 3TO HUKAKOTO BHUMAaHUSA
U CTaJl pacCMaTpUBaTh MeHs, CJIOBHO reorpaduyecKyro KapTy.
Ero ri1asa BCTpeTWINCEH C MOUMH, U B HUX ITOSIBWIOCH HEYTO BPO-
Jie ApOCTH, KaK OyZTO OZIMH BUJ MOETo JIhila HaHecC eMy CTpalll-
Hoe ockopb6ieHue. §I bITaJIC OTBECTH B3IJIs/l, HO OH He OTITyC-
KaJl MeHs, TaK 4TO A CMOTpeJI Ha Hero CKOJIbKO MOT, IIOTOM YBU-
JleJ1, 4TO ero HeIOBOJIbCTBO BHe3aIlTHO CMeHWIOCh YeM-TO Bpo/ie
HEeOXOTHOI'O yAuB/lIeHUs. HakoHel] OH Ha CeKyHZy 3aKpbLI IVIa-
3a, CJIOBHO eMy CTaJio 60JBHO.

— Jlnsg nefu 3To OyzieT GONIBITUM UCTIBITAHUEM, — TIPOMOJI-
BWI bappud.

OH OTIYCTHI MO TOA60POJIOK ¥ HEIOBKO OTCTYTIMJI, YTOObI
TIOZIHATH MO XJ1e6 U cbip. OTPSAXHYB UX, OH BPyYUI MHe oOpar-
HO MOM yKUH. fI cMOTpeJI Ha IUIOTHYIO IIOBA3KY Ha ero IpaBou
WKpe U KoJIeHe, KOTopas He /laBajia eMy COTHyThb Hory. OH CHO-
Ba ceJl M Haslul cebe 4ero-To U3 CTOSBIIETO Ha CToJie KYBIIWHA,
II0TOM Ha4aJl ITUTh, IIPUCTAIIBHO A/ HA MeHA [T0OBepX KPYKKH.

— U ¢ keM 3TO ero cenan YuBaa? — HeOCTOPOXKHO CIIPO-
CWJI KaKOW-TO YeJIOBeK Ha [pyroM KOHIle CTOJIa.

Bappud MeTHYJI B er0 CTOPOHY ObICTPBIi B3IVIsA/, €0 KPyKKa
CO CTYKOM OITyCTWIACh Ha CToJI. HekoTopoe BpeMsA OH MoJI4all,
U 1 IIOYYBCTBOBAJI, YTO B KyXHe CHOBA ITIOBUCJIA TUIIWHA.

— $1 6BI cka3aJ, 4To 3To /ieJio MpuHIla YuBaja, a He TBoe, —
IIpOLIe/TUII OH.

— KoHe4HO, KOHeYHO, — IOCIEeNIHO COITIaCHICA CTPAKHUK.

JI>KeliCOoH CcOIIacHO 3aKUBaJI TOJIOBOM, KaK IIPUTAHIIOBEIBALO-
muii epes moApyroit netyx. Kak HU Mai 1 6bU1, HO BCe paBHO
3a/lyMajicsi: YTO Ke 3TO 3a YeJoBeK ¢ 3a0MHTOBAHHOU HOTOM,
KOTOPBIN MOXeT OKOPOTUTH ITOHYI0 KOMHATY 3/J0POBBIX MYX-
YUH IIPU [IOMOIIH TOJBKO CJIOB Y B3[JIANI0OB?

— ¥ manaHa HeT UMeHH, — OTBAXXHO HapyIIWI MoI4aHue
Jl>xelicoH. — Ero 3Baju IpocTo MaJbYUKOM.
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OT aTOTO 3asAB/IeHUs, IO-BUAUMOMY, Bce, axke Bappud, 1mo-
TepsUH Aap peud. [Toka Bce MOTYaIH, 5 oes xJieb, CbIp U MACO
U Jaxe cliejial ABa-TPU IJIOTKA U3 KPYXKKH, MPOTAHYTOH MHe
BappudeMm. OcTajbHBIe COJIZIATHI TIOCTENIeHHO MOKUAAIU KOM-
HaTy IpyMHIIaMH TI0 BOE U TI0 Tpoe, a OH Bce CUiell U CMOTpes
Ha MeHA.

— YT0 X, — CKasaJ OH HaKOHell, — HaCKOJILKO f 3Hal0 TBO-
ero OTIIa, OH MPHUMET 3TO C YeCThI0 U ¢/ieJlaeT TO, YTO JIOJIKHO,
HO TOJBKO DJIe U3BECTHO, YTO OH COYTET YECTHHIM U JIO/KHBIM.
BeposITHO, TO, OT 4ero emy 6yzeTr OoiabHee Bcero. — Bappud
ellle HEKOTOpoe BpeMs MoJrda HabIrojaj 3a MHOM, TIOTOM CIIpo-
CWI: — TBI CBIT?

Sl KUBHYJI, M OH C TPYZIOM BCTaJl, BRITAIIWI MEeHS U3-3a CTOJIa
U TIOCTaBWJI HA HOT'H.

— Torzaa nofizem, ®UTI!, — cKa3aja OH U IBUHYJCA U3 KyX-
HU K JPyTOMY KOPHUIODY.

[epeBsi3aHHas HOTa Jiejiajia ero MoxXoJKy HeMHOTO HeyKJIIo-
JKeii. Bo3MOXKHO, CBO€ JIeJIo CAeIaio ¥ MMBo. MHe, KOHeYHO, He-
TPYAHO OBUIO 32 HUM TOCTieBaTh. HaKOHeIl MBI TO/IONUIH K TSXKe-
JIoli IBepU U MIPUBPATHUKY, KOTOPBIM KUBKOM TPOMYCTHI HAc,
OpocHB Ha MeHs JTFOOOTBITHHIH B3IJISA.

CHapy»Xu Iy XOJOAHBIA BeTep. JleA U CHET, pa3MsAKINUe 3a
JieHb, C TIPUXOZIOM HOYM CHOBA 3aTBepienu. [ToJ HoraMu y Hac
XpycTesio, a BeTep, Ka3ajoch, IPOHU3LIBAI MeHS HACKBO3b. Mou
HOTH HEMHOT'O COTPeJIMCh ¥ KyXOHHOTO ouara, HO IITaHbl He
yCIIesid BBICOXHYTh, U CKOPO 1 BeCh MPOoApor. [IOMHIO TEMHOTY
1 y)KacHYIO yCTaJoCTh, HABAJAUBIIYIOCSI Ha MeHs, Korjia f Ta-
MIWICS BCJIeZl 3a 3TUM CTPaHHBIM Ye/IOBEKOM udepe3 XOJIOAHBIN
TeMHBIH ZBop. CIaTh XOTeJNOCh /10 cJjie3. BOKpYT YepHeIu BhI-
COKHe TOJICThIE CTEHHI, TI0 BepXy KOTOPHIX BpeMs OT BpeMeHU
JBUTAJIUCH CTPAXXHUKU — TeMHbIe TeEHH, KOTOPbIe MOKHO OBLIO
Pa3IUYUTh TOJBKO ITIOTOMY, YTO OHM 3aCJIOHSUIH 3Be3/bl. X0JI0/
MYYWI MeHS, S CIIOTBIKAJICSA U CKOJIb3WJI 110 JIe[ITHOM JOPOKKe.
Ho B Bappue 6610 HEUTO TaKoe, 9YTO He MO3BOJIS/IO MHE CKY-

! Fitz (anan.) — He3aKOHHOPOXIEHHHH ckIH, bacTapa.
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JIUTh U TIPOCUTH O CHUCXOXKJAEHUH. I yropHO Open ciezioMm 3a
HUM. HakoHell MBI ZIOIILIU /10 KAKOTO-TO 3/laHUsI, U OH pachax-
HYJI TSOKEeNYI0 Bephb.

Teruto, 3amax >KMBOTHBIX U MYTHBIHN JKeJITbId CBET XJIbIHY/IN
W3HYTpU. 3acllaHHbIN KOHIOIIEHHBII MaJb4uK Ccell B CBOEM CO-
JIOMEHHOM THe3/le, Mopras, CJIOBHO e/lBa ONepUBIIUICA TITe-
Hell. YcibIliaB rojioc bappuda, OH CHOBa yJercs, CBepHYBIIHUCh
B MaJIeHbKHUI KOMOYeK B Ky4e COJIOMBI, U 3aKpbLI I/1aza. Mbl
MIPOIIUIM MUMO Hero, U bappuy 3arnep 3a HaMH JiBepb. OH B3I
TYCKJIBIH (OHaph, BUCEBIIN ¥ IBEPH, U TIOBEJI MeHs BIepes.

f/l moman B ApPyroii, HOYHOU MHUP, B KOTOPOM IIeBeJIUINCh
1 TPOMKO /IbIIIAJIM B CTOMIAX JIOMAAU, T/ie cO6aKU MOAHUMAIA
TOJIOBY CO CKpellleHHBIX JIall, YTOObl B3MISSHYTh Ha MeHS, CBep-
Kas B cBeTe $oHaps 3e/IeHbIMH WIH JKeJITHIMU TIa3aMu. Jloma-
a1 6ecroKOHO MoXparbiBaid, KOT/Ia MBI IIPOXOAWIN MHMO UX
CTOMII.

— ScTpebnl TaM, B AasbHEM KOHIle, — cKa3an Bappud, Ko-
r/ia Mbl IUTH MMMO HEeCKOHYaeMOro ps/ia Joma/iei.

Cyzis 1o BceMy, MHe 3TO HaZio ObUIO 3HATh, U S TIPUHSI €T0
coobIeHne Kak JoJDKHOe.

— [Mobyaents 3/iech, — CKa3ajl OH HakoHell. — [0 KpaiiHeii
Mepe MiepBoe BpeMsi. Byl 51 IPOKJIAT, ec/IM 3Halo, 4TO ellle C To-
6011 genatb. Eciu 651 He steu [elinienc, 1 661 cKa3as, 9To 60ru
CJIaBHO TIOAIIYTWIN HaZl X03IUHOM. OH, BoCcTpoHOC, TOBUHBCS
HEMHOXKO W Jlail MaJIbiiKy MeCcTO Ha cojioMe. BoT momozeir!
JlaBaii pwxmuch K Pebkeit. OHa TipuMeT Tebs U Kak cieayeT
3aziacT ar0b6oMy, KTO 3aXx04eT Tebs1 ToOeCcoKOUTb.

{1 okasajics nepei IPOCTOPHBIM OTZIeJIbHBIM CTOIMJIOM, B KO-
TOPOM cIlaid TpU cobaku. 3acbiiaB rosioc Bappuda, oHU TIPo-
CHYJIUCh, IPYTUKKW UX XBOCTOB 3aKOJIOTWIM MO cojioMe. fI Hadas
Me/JIeHHO TpoOHpaThcsa MeXAy HUMH U yJIercs psoM co CTa-
POIii CYKOH € moce/ieBlllel MOpZOi U OTOPBaHHBIM yXoM. Mare-
PBI Tlec CMOTpeJI Ha MeHsI C ABHBIM ITO/I03peHUeM, HO TPeTUil
OBUT IIIEHOK W MPUBETCTBOBAJ MeHs, JIM3HYB B YX0, YKYCHUB 3a
HOC ¥ pa/IOCTHO oIlaparasB JlallaMHU B IleHsT9beM BocTopre. 51 06-
HSUI ero, 9To6bl YTOMOHUTD, U, TIOC/Ie/IOBAB COBETY, YCTPOWICS
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nobmke K Peikeli. Bappuy HabpocuiI Ha MeHs TUIOTHOe o/iesi-
JI0, KOTOpOe CUJIbHO TIaxJIo JioniaibMu. O4eHb O0JbII0M cephiii
KOHBb B COCe/lHEM CTOii/le BHe3allHO 3allleBe/IWICA, HeCKOJIbKO
pas yZlapui KOITBITOM II0 [Ieperopo/ike U CBeCUI I'oJIOBYy KO MHe,
YTOOBI BBISICHUTH NMIPUYMHY HOYHOTO Tepernosioxa. bappud mo-
XJIOITaJI ero IO CIIUHe, U KOHb TYT e YCIIOKOWICH.

— Ha aToii 3acTaBe BceM HaM IIPUXOAUTCA Tyro. B OneHbeM
3aMKe TebOe 60JIbllle TOHPABUTCSA. A CerofiHs U 37iech Tebe Oyzer
Terio ¥ 6e3omacHo. — OH TOCTOsUI ellle HEMHOTO, M Ha
Hac. — Jlomazb, cobaka u scTped, YuBaI. I cMOTpes 3a HUMU
JUI BaC MHOTO JIeT U Jiejial 3To Xopouro. Ho 3TOT Bam napHUI-
Ka — Y’ C HUM 4TO /leJIaTh, 1 He 3HAl0.

§I 3Has, 4TO OH obpaiiaeTcs He KO MHe. YyTb-4yTh BbICYHYB-
IIIUCh U3-TI0/] OZleslIa, 1 CMOTpell, Kak bappud cHUMaeT ¢ Kproyd-
Ka ¢oHapb U UzeT Npodb, YTO-TO Bopya cebe Moz Hoc. XOpoIo
TIOMHIO 3TY IepPBYyI0 HOUb, TeIUIO cOOaK, KOIKYIO CONOMY U Jiake
COH, KOTOPHIM HaKOHel] IIpUllles, KOT/a eHOK CBepHYJICA OKO-
JIO MeH9. {] BIUIBUI B €r0 CO3HaHUe U pas/ie/IuI ero CMyTHEIe CHEI
0 6ecKOHe4YHO TIOToHe, TIpeciie/JoBaHUH I00bIYH, KOTOPOU 51 HU-
KOTZla He BUJIeNI, HO 4Yeil ropsAYuii 3amax yBjaeKal MeHd Blepe/
CKBO3b 3apOCJIH KPAallUBLl U KYMaHUKH, a [IOTOM — 10 ChIITy4Yeit
KaMeHHOU KpOIIKe.

[Mocyie cobaubero cHa MOU BOCIIOMUHAHUSI CTAHOBATCS pac-
IUIBIBYATBIMHU, KOJBINIYTCA, KaK ApKUe I1BeTa U YeTKHUe IpaHu
B IyPMAaHHBIX I'pe3aX. /[HU, Moc/IeJ0OBaBIINe 3a IePBOU HOYBIO,
3areyaT/ieJIuCh B MOel aMATH Xyxe.

Al BcrlOMUHAIO IOCHeJHUe CIAKOTHBIe JHU 3UMBI, KOrzaa
s U3ydas MyTb OT MOero CToiia o KyXHU. MHe ObUIO 103BO-
JIeHO XOJIUTh Ha KyXHIO U BO3BpallaThcs 06paTHO, KOT/la 3aX0-
yy. IHorZia TaMm ObIBaJ TOBap, KOTOPHIH MOABENIMBAJ MSICO Ha
KPIOKe HaJl 04arom, 3aMelrBa TecTo /Uis xieba Wil BCKPHI-
BaJl 60UKM ¢ HAaMUTKaMU. Yaille e Bcero Ha KyxHe He ObLIO HU-
Koro, Torzia 1 6paj Bce, 4TO OCTaBaJIOCh Ha CTOJIe, U IIeJpo Je-
JIWICSL CO MEHKOM, KOTOPbIi OBICTPO CTall MOUM TOCTOSTHHBIM
CIIyTHUKOM. My>XKYMHBI IIPUXOAWIN U YXOAWIH, eIy, ITWIA U pac-
CMaTpPUBaJU MeHs ¢ HeCKPhIBaeMbIM JIFOOOIMBITCTBOM, KOTOPOE
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g BCKOpe Hay4YwIcsa He 3aMeuarb. /i1 MeHd OHHU Bce ObUIM Ha
OTHO JIMIIO: OAMHAKOBLIE IIEPCTIHBIE MITAHBI U IUIAIU, Kpell-
KHe TeJia U JIeTKUe JABIKeHUd. Y KaXIbIi U3 HUX HOCWI OJeXK-
[y C BBIIMTHEIM Ha TPyAH repboM — H300pakeHHEM OJIEHS B
IpBEDKKe. OT MOEro MPHCYTCTBUS HEKOTOPBIM U3 HUX OBUIO KaK-
TO He 110 cebe. § y)ke IPUBHIK K I'y/Iy TOJI0COB, TTIOAHHMABIIIEMY-
s, KaK TOJBKO [ MOKU/Ia KyXHI0. Bappu4 B 3TH IHH BCe BPeMS
OBLT psAZioM, 3a60TsACh 060 MHe Tak ke, KaK 0 JKUBOTHBIX YHB3-
J1a, — 9 O6BUT HAKOPMJIEH, HAIIOEH U BHITYJIAH, — XOTSI 0OBIYHO
B KauecTBe IPOTYJIKU I PBICBI0 Oerana 3a HUM, IOKa OH Jiesall
cBOI0 paboTy. Ho 3TW BOCTIOMHUHAHUSA PACIUILIBYATHL, a IETAIN —
TaKue, KaKk yMbIBaHHE WIH TepeoZieBaHHe, — BEPOATHO, I10-
OJIEKJIN, TIOCKOJIbKY B IIECTH JIET TTOZI0OHEIE BEIIH MBI CIUTAEM
OOBIYHBIMU U HE CTOAIMMMU BHUMaHUSA. KOHEYHO ke, 1 TIOMHIO
meHKa BocTpoHoca. IllepcTh ero 6b11a peiKeit, IIaJKoi, KOpoT-
KO ¥ HEMHOTO IETHHUCTO, OHA KOJIOJIa MEHA Yepe3 O[eKIY,
KOrZia 1o HOYaM MBI YCTPauBaJIMCh Ha OHOM TOMoHe. Ia3a
y Hero OBUIH 3e/leHble, KaK Me[IHad py/Aa, HOC IIBEeTa XKapeHOoM
TIeYeHKH, a MMACTh U A3bIK MIECTPhIe — B PO30BBIX U YEPHBIX IIAT-
Hax. Eci MBI ¢ BOCTPOHOCOM He eJI Ha KyXHe, TO ITPOBOAWIN
BpeMs B MIYTJIUBOU Gophbe ApyT ¢ APyroM BO ABOPE WIH Ha CO-
JoMe B cToie. Takum OBUT MO MHp B TO BpeMs, TIOKa S KU
TaM, KyZa MeHsd MIPUBEI CTapHK-Maxapb. HaBepHOe, 3TO Ipo-
J0JDKAJIOCh HEIONITO — 51 He TIOMHIO, YTOOBI MeHsIACh TIOT0/a.
Bce Mou BOCIIOMHHAHHA 06 3TOM BpEMEHH — 3TO CHIPHIE THH,
CHET, BeTep U JieJl, KOTOPHIN MOATAUBAJ IHEM, HO 32 HOYb CHOBA
CTAHOBHWICS KPEITKHUM.

Ellle 0/HO TIOMHIO I 0 TOM BPEMEHH, XOTA U He 0YeHb OTYEeT-
mmBo. CKopee, 3T0 TeIuloe, c1abo oKpallieHHOe BOCIIOMUHAHUE,
TIOXO)Kee Ha CTapblii robesieH, eI CMOTPETh Ha HETO B TTOJY-
Mpake. Kak-To g mpocHysica, pa3by:KeHHEBIH BepTeBIeiica coba-
KOH U JKeJITHIM CBeTOM (OHaps, KOTOPEIM KTO-TO AepiKasl HaJlo
MHOM. /IBa YeJloBeKa CTOSUIH, CKJIOHMBIIMChH Ha/I0 MHOM, HO 3a
WX CIIMHAMU BUIHeJICA Bappuy, U g He UCIyTaJcA.

— Tel ero pas3byawi, — npeaynpeawI OIWH U3 HUX. ITO OBUI
IPHHI] BEpUTHU, Ye0BEK U3 TEIUIOH KOMHATHEI MOEro IepBOro
Beyepa.
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