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BeeneHune

Mpbl )XUBeM B OIPOMHOU cTpaHe, MPOTSIHYBIIEUCSI OT
Kanununrpaza go YykoTku, OT 3anoisapba JO I0KHBIX
crenei. Bpaz sn HalifeTcsa 4eJOBeK, KOTOPBIA MOXKeT
ITOXBAaCTaThCs TEM, YTO OOBE3AWI BCE YTOJIKU Poccu,
Ha 3TO He XBaTUT ILeJIoH KW3HU. [locelneHyre TOJBKO
Kaxzioro cyobekTa Poccuiickot ®ezpeparuy — myTelre-
CTBHUE, 110 MAcIITaby CpaBHUMOE C KPYTOCBETHBIM.

B 3TO¥ KHHUTre MBI COCTaBUM OOIIHIA TIOPTPET HAIIeH
HeOOBATHOM CTPAHBI B CTa €€ HETIOXOXKUX JIPYT Ha Jpyra
Jurax. 3/1ech Bbl HaliZieTe IpEBHENITYIO HCTOPHIO U HOB-
IIeCTBa MOCIeHUX JIET, 1lIe/IleBPbl POCCUMCKOU apXUTeK-
TYpPBI ¥ TIOPA3UTENbHbIE IPUPOAHBIE ABIEHUA. YTO-TO
OKaKeTCsl XOPOIIIO BaM 3HAKOMBIM, O APYTHX YTOJIKaX
CTpaHbI Bbl, BO3MOXXHO, HUKOT/]a HE CJIbIIIAJIH.

YToOBI OXBATUTh BCIO TEPPUTOPHIO Poccuu c ee 4y-
Jiecamu, ToTpeboBasach ObI SHIIMKJIONEANSA B HECKOIBKUX
TOMax; B KaJelZIOCKOIe KPacoT, COOpaHHBIX Ha CTPaHU-
11aX 3TOW KHUTH, MBI ITOCTAaPaIHCh OTPA3UTh KaK MOXKHO
60JBIIIe PAa3HOOOPA3HBIX MECT CTPAHBI — OT CTOJIHUIIBI 10
JlajleKux rop. Y BosHe BO3MOXKHO, YTO UMEHHO B Hel

BBI HalizieTe MapuipyT AJid IyTeleCTBUuA cBoel MeuThl!

BBEAEHWE



Introduction

We live in a huge country that stretches from Kaliningrad
to Chukotka, from the Arctic to the southern steppes.
It’s hard to imagine anyone who’s seen every corner of
Russia— a single lifetime just wouldn’t be enough. Even
visiting each federal subject of the Russian Federation
would feel like traveling around the world.

In this book, we’re painting a collective portrait of
our vast country through one hundred unique and fasci-
nating landmarks. You’ll see ancient history side by side
with cutting-edge innovations, breathtaking architecture,
and incredible natural wonders. Some of these places
might already be familiar to you, while others could int-
roduce you to parts of Russia you never knew existed.

Of course, capturing all of Russia’s beauty would
take an entire encyclopedia. But in this small kaleido-
scope of wonders, we’ve tried to include a little bit of
everything — from the bustling capital to secluded moun-
tain ranges. Maybe these pages will inspire you to plan
the adventure of your dreams!

INTRODUCTION
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«lopon MepTBbIX»
B /lapraBsce

Adpec: Pecnyonuka Cesepras Ocemust — Anavus

B Cesepnoli OceTun HacuuTHIBaeTcs oKoiao 150 ucto-
PUYECKUX CKJIEIIOB, KOTOPbIe pa3bpocaHbI 10 BCel pec-
my6sviKe, HO 6OBITMHCTBO — CBbIIIe 90 — cocpesoTo-
4eHo B Jlaprasce.

HazizeMHBIe U MOTYTIOA3EMHBIE CKJIEITBI — BaKHasA
yacTb ucropuu CeBepHoit OceTUu, OHU YacTO BCTpeya-
I0TCA Ha ee Teppuropuu. Camoe 60sbIIoe CKOIUIEHHE
MOXKHO HalTH B JlapraBce, T7ie HaXO[UTCA JIereHAAPHbBIN
U 3araZlouHbi «[0poz MePTBbIX». DTOT KOJIOCCATbHBIN
HEKPOTIOJIb MOXKHO YBUZIETh M3/la/IeKa, OZHAKO TOJIBKO
BOJIM3Y OH OTKPBIBAETCA BO BCEM CBOEM BETUYUU.

Jltoay, MPOXXUBABILIKE B 3TOM PeruoHe, XOPOHWUIN
YCOIIIINX Ha TeppUTOpUHU «['0poZia MEPTBBIX» CTOTIETUA-
MU: MECTHBIE BEDOBAHMs, a TAK)Ke HEXBATKA 3eMJIU /IS
norpebeHUs cO3Zany TPAAUIIUIO BO3BEAEHUA OOIINX
ckienoB. CTPOWINCh OHU B pa3HOe BpeMs U He COCTaB-
JIAIOT 00K aHCaMbJib: HEKOTOPble UMEIOT MPOCTYIO
dbopmy, a uHbIE TIPeACTaBIAIOT cOO60H peaKre 06pasiibl
ZipeBHel apXuTeKTypbl. OZHU YCBHITaJbHULIBI HATIOMU-
HAIOT MUPAMU/IBL, & B IPYTUX HAXOAWIU I'POOHI B popme
JomoK. Ha ofiHO#M U3 rpOOHMI] MOKHO YBUZETH CTapUH-
HYI0 HaZmuCh: «C IF060BBIO0 CMOTPUTE Ha Hac. MBI ObLIH
Takue, KaK BHI, BBl OyZleTe Takue, KaK Mbl».

V3BecTHO, 4TO Ha pybexxe XVIII-XIX BekoB JJapraBc
nopaswia SIuieMys HeU3IeurMOoH B TO BpeMs 60J1e3HU
(110 OIHUM CBUZETETBCTBAM, 3TO ObLIA YyMa, IO ApPY-
UM — XoJsiepa), U «[opoJ MepTBBIX», IO JIETeH/Ie, CTaJl
MIPUOEKUIIEM 11 3a00JIEBIINX, KOTOPhIE TAKUM 00pa3oM
3alUINAIN CBOU CEMbU OT 3apakKeHusA. DTO NOoTpeboBaso
0COOBIX IIPEJOCTOPOXKHOCTEN OT apXe0JIoTOB, KOTOPhIE
HCCleZIoBav HEKPOIIOJIb, a TaKXKe /JaIo Havyaso JereH-
JlaM O TIPOKJIATUU, KOTOPOE MOXET IIOCTUTHYTh 3/1eCh

JIIOOOIIBITHBIX.

City of the Dead
in Dargavs

Address: Republic of North Ossetia — Alania

North Ossetia is home to around 150 ancient crypts scat-
tered across the region, with most of them — more than
90 — located in Dargavs.

These above-ground and semi-underground crypts
are a significant part of the region’s history. While you
can find them throughout North Ossetia, the largest and
most striking group is in Dargavs, where the legendary
“City of the Dead” lies. This sprawling necropolis is visi-
ble from afar, but its true scale and mystery can only be
appreciated up close.

For centuries, people in this area buried their loved
ones in the “City of the Dead.” A combination of local
traditions and a lack of land for typical burials led to the
practice of building communal crypts. These structures
were built at different times and vary in design — they
don’t follow a single architectural style. Some are simple,
while others stand out as unique examples of ancient
craftsmanship. Some mausoleums look like small pyra-
mids, while others contain boat-shaped coffins. One tomb
even carries a haunting inscription: “Look upon us with
love. We were once like you; you will become like us.”

At the turn of the 18th-19th centuries, Dargavs was
hit by a deadly epidemic — some say it was the plague,
others suggest cholera. The “City of the Dead” became
a place of isolation for the sick, who chose to protect their
families by quarantining themselves in the crypts. Because
of this tragic history, archaeologists have had to take ext-
ra precautions when studying the site. It’s no surprise
that this dark past has inspired eerie legends, including
rumors of a curse that might follow those who explore
the necropolis too boldly.

«OPOI MEPTBbIX>» B 1IAPIABCE
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Ayn lamcyTib

Adpec: I'yHubckuil paiion, Pecnyonuka /Jazecmau

Ayn lamcyTap — HebosblIIOe aBapcKoe IocesneHre Ha
rope l'amcyTipMesp, B MOJIyTOpa ThICAYaX METPOB Haj
YPOBHEM MOPS — HEpPeJKO HasbIBAIOT KaBKa3CKUM
Mauy-ITukuy. HecMoTpsi Ha He6GObIIIE pPAa3MEPHI U OT-
JlaJleHHOe PacIojioKeHue, 3/leCb He HalUTH IPUBBIYHBIX
ZUIl TOPHOTO ayJia IIPOCThIX CEIbCKUX JOMOB. Kaxzoe
37aHue B l'aMcyTie — IaMATHUK JpeBHEW apXUTEKTY-
Pbl, BO3Be/JIeHHBIM MPAMO Ha CcKaje, KOTopas HepeaKo
3aMeHsAeT JJOMy OfHY U3 CTeH. ApXeoJIory yTBepP:KAAloT,
YTO IepBble MOCTPONKU MOIJIU IOSABUTHCA 37IeCh OKOJIO
2000 seT Ha3az, ¥ IPYU UCCIeI0OBAaHUM B HUX 0OHAPYKU-
JIM CJlefibl CAMBIX PasHBIX KyJAbTyp. /IpeBHenepcuzickue
HaATpoOuUsA 3[ech COCEACTBOBAIU C XPUCTUAHCKUMH,
a IoM c apabCKo¥ BA3bI0 HA CTEHAX PacIoyarajcs co-
BCEM PSAZOM C JPYTHUM, BXOZ KOTOPOI'O yKpaliaaa 3Be3-
Ja JaBuza. Bce 5T maMATHUKYU JPEBHOCTU pacCIIOJIO-
’KE€HBI OYeHb OJIM3KO APYT K APYTy U BMECTe 00pasyioT
KpeIocTh Ha OOJIBbIION BHICOTE, UMEHHO MTO3TOMY, KaK
IIpeAToaraloT UCTOpUKHU, ['aMCyT/ib Bcerja ocTaBascsa
HENPUCTYIIEH /JI BTOP>KEHUM.

YHUKaJIBbHOCTh U BIleYaT/IAIOIlee BHYTPEHHee
YCTPOMCTBO He 3alIUTWIN ayJI JIUIIb OT BpeMeHu. C ce-
pPeAVHBI IBA/ILIATOTO BeKa HacejeHUe Hayasio MOKUAATh
€ro ¥ nepecesATbcs B 6osiee yZoOHbIE MeCTa I YKU3HH,
Y K HavyaJsly BaZillaThb 1IepBOr'0 OH COBEPIIEHHO OITyCTelI,
yeM 3aC/Iy>KUI ellle OJHO pacxoXkee Ha3BaHUe «ay/I-IIPU-
3pak». Ha mpoTs:keHUH deThIpHAZLATH JeT B [aMcyT-
Jie KWI BCETO OITH YeJIOBEK — CTaPOXKII AOTYDKAINII
AbaymxanioB. OH BeJ 37IeCh X035HUCTBO, U3y4dasl UCTO-
PHIO POJHOTO ceJjia ¥ IIPOBOAWII 9KCKYPCHUY JJI1 TYPUCTOB.
B 2015-m sTOrO YyAUBUTENIBHOTO YeI0BeKa He cTtano. Of-
HAaKO ayJI IIPOJ0/DKAET )KUTh — B BU/le My3es 110/, OTKPbI-

TBIM He6OM, K KOTOPOMY HE MCCAKAET IIOTOK TYPHUCTOB.

The Village
of Gamsut]

Address: Gunibsky District, Republic of Dagestan

Gamsutl is a tiny Avar village perched high on Mount
Gamsutlmeer, 1,500 meters above sea level. Often called
the “Machu Picchu of the Caucasus,” it charms visitors
with its unique and timeless atmosphere. Despite its
small size and remote location, Gamsutl is anything but
ordinary. Unlike most mountain villages with their simple
rural homes, every building here is an architectural
masterpiece. Many houses are built directly into the
rock, with the stone itself forming part of their walls.
Archaeologists believe that Gamsutl’s history dates back
around 2,000 years. Over time, it became home to a mix
of cultures, leaving behind a fascinating blend of relics.
Ancient Persian tombstones lie near Christian ones,
while a house inscribed with Arabic script sits next to
another bearing the Star of David above its doorway.
These traces of different civilizations are tightly packed
together in what was once a mountain fortress. Thanks
to its strategic location, Gamsutl was nearly impossible
for invaders to conquer.

But even such a unique place couldn’t escape the
effects of time. Beginning in the mid-20th century, vil-
lagers started moving away in search of easier living con-
ditions, and by the early 2000s, Gamsutl was completely
abandoned. This earned it the nickname “ghost village.”
For 14 years, the only person living in Gamsutl was an
elder named Abduljalil Abduljalilov. He took care of the
village, explored its history, and even served as a guide for
visitors. Abduljalil passed away in 2015, but his dedica-
tion helped keep Gamsut!’s spirit alive. Today, the village
remains an open-air museum, drawing countless tourists
who come to admire its breathtaking scenery and uncover

the stories of its past.

AYJI TAMCYTJIb / THE VILLAGE OF GAMSUTL
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KpacHas niowanb

Adpec: Mockea

Kpacnaa miomazpr — moxadyi, caMoe y3HaBaemoe
U TOCelaeMoe MeCTO CTPaHbl. 37IeCh COCPeAOTOYEHBI
BEXM ee MCTOPUM B TECHOUW B3aMMOCBS3U: XpaM Bacu-
nusi biaxkeHHOTO, BO3Be/leHHBIN Npu MiBaHe I'po3HOM,
coce/icTByeT ¢ MaB3osieeM JleHMHa, a caMble CTapble
6amHu MockoBckoro Kpemist XV Beka MOCTPOUKU —
C ropAIuM ApKuMU orHaMu ['YMowm. 3a cToneTus cylie-
cTBoBaHMA MoCKBBE KpacHas mroma/ib i3MeHuIa CBOH
00JIMK 10 Hey3HaBaeMOCTHU. [IoObIBajia OHA U OTPOM-
HBIM PBIHKOM, U MECTOM OTJIallleHUA apCKUX YKa30B;
BockpeceHckue BOpoTa CHOCWUIW M CHOBA BOCCTaHAaB-
JuBainy, a o 1930 roza no mwiowaay XoAWiIn TpaMBau.
B mamu auu KpacHaa miomazb — 3TO JIULO CTOJULIBI
U ee BU3WUTHAA KapTO4YKa, MECTO IPOBEeJEeHUA MY3bI-

KaJbHBIX PpecTuBasel 1 mapasoB, a Ha HOBBIN Toj 371eCh

yCTaHaB/IMBAE€TCA IVIaBHAA €JIKa CTpaHbI.

Red Square

Address: Moscow

Red Square is perhaps the most recognizable and visi-
ted place in the country. It embodies key milestones of
Russian history, seamlessly intertwining them: St. Basil’s
Cathedral, built during the reign of Ivan the Terrible,
stands next to Lenin’s Mausoleum, while the oldest towers
of the Moscow Kremlin, dating back to the 15th century,
are juxtaposed with the brightly lit facade of GUM. Over
the centuries, Red Square has undergone dramatic trans-
formations, changing almost beyond recognition. It has
served as a vast marketplace and a venue for proclaiming
royal decrees. The Resurrection Gate was demolished
and later rebuilt, and until 1930, trams even crossed the
square. Today, Red Square serves as the heart of the ca-
pital and its defining symbol. It hosts musical festivals
and parades, and every New Year, the country’s main
Christmas tree is erected here.

KPACHAA TMJIOWALDb / RED SQUARE



| lyluknHoropckme
ycasibObl

Aodpec: ITywkuHozopckuil paiioH, IIckoeckas obnacms

[Tymxunackue I'opsl 1oz [ICKOBOM — 3TO MECTO, I'Zie IIPOo-
[IUIa 3HaYynMasd 4acThb »ku3HU A. C. [IylukrHa: TyT )KWIO He
OZIHO IIOKOJIEHUE €r'0 CEMbH, Y OH IIPOBEJI B CCBUIKE OKOJIO
ABYX JIET. 34eCh ke, B CBATOTOPCKOM MOHACTHIPE, HaX0-
JUTCA U MOTWIA ITO3Ta. [J1aBHBIE JOCTOIIpPUMeYaTe/bHO-
CTH 3THUX MeCT — Tpu ycaabobl XVIII Beka. MuxaiioBcKoe
u IleTpoBckoe M3/jaBHa NIpUHAJIeXKAMU IpegkaM [TyIku-
Ha, CaMbIi U3BECTHBIN U3 KOTOPbIXx — Abpam [leTpoBuy
TanHwm6ast. B TpuropckoM xwua ceMbsi OCUIIOBBIX-Byibd,
XOPOILUX py3ei I03Ta; OHU U UX JIOM CTaJIu IPOTOTU-
oM /1 ceMbu JlapuHbBIX B «EBreHuu OHernsHe». B cagax
BOKPYT ycaZbObl MOJKHO YBU/ETD U «aJUlel0 TaThbAHBI»,
U «cKkaMblo OHeruHa» — MeCTO OObACHEeHU MEX/Iy Tre-

pPOSIMU poMaHa.

Pushkinskiye Gory
Estates

Address: Pushkinskiye Gory District, Pskov Region

Pushkinskiye Gory, located near Pskov, is a place deeply
connected to the life of Alexander Pushkin. Several gene-
rations of his family lived here, and the poet himself spent
about two years in exile at this location. It is also where
his grave is located, in the Svyatogorsky Monastery. The
main attractions of this area are three 18th-century estates.
Mikhaylovskoye and Petrovskoye belonged to Pushkin’s
ancestors, the most famous of whom was Abram Petro-
vich Gannibal. In Trigorskoye lived the Osipov-Wulf family,
close friends of the poet, whose home and family served
as prototypes for the Larins in Eugene Onegin. The gardens
surrounding the estates feature landmarks such as “Tati-
ana’s Alley” and “Onegin’s Bench” — the spot where the

novel’s main characters had their pivotal conversation.

MYWKNUHOTOPCKME YCAILbbbl / PUSHKINSKIYE GORY ESTATES
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[lepbenTckas
KPEenocTb

Adpec: [lep6enm, Pecnybnuka /lazecmaH

HenpucTtymnHble KaMeHHbIE CTeHbI JlepOeHTCKON Kpero-
CTH IPOTAHY/INCH MeXAY ckiioHamu KaBkasa u Kacnmii-
CKVMM MOPEM U U3/IpeBJIE CIYKWIN HAZIEKHOW 3aIUTON
OT HamaJieHuii. Mopckast 4acTh ee CTeH MepeKphIBaeT
BXO/] B raBaHb, a ropHasa — creHa Jlar-bapsl — yxoaut
Ha 42 KwioMmeTpa B ropbl. [JIaBHOU LMTazeNbio 37ech
asndaerca Hapeia-Kaia, 4To B mepeBo/ie ¢ epcruzicKoro
AI3BIKA O3HAYAeT «COJTHeYHAasA KPeIloCTh».

VicTopusi 3TOM KPemOCTH HACUUTHIBAET ITOJTOPHI ThI-
CSTYM JIET: OHa ObUTa MocTpoeHa B VI Beke, YTOOBI 3aIIU-
TUTb YA3BUMBIN /I HallaZIeHUH TTPOX0/, MeX /Ty ropaMu
u MopeM. C Tex Iop OHa CMEHWIa He OJAHOI'0 XO3dWHa:
BO3BeJ ee Mepcuickrii mpasuTeb Xocpos I, B VIII Beke
OHa nepenuia k Apabckomy xanudary, a B XIV Beke ObL1a
3aBoeBaHa TamepsnanoM. B 1722 rogy B pesynbrare [lep-
cuzckoro noxoza Ilerpa I JlepbeHT cTan yacThio Poccuii-
CKOU uMImiepyu. BriocaesicTBIU TOpo/i HAa HEKOTOPOE Bpe-
MA oToles K VipaHy ¥ BepHYJ/ICA B PyCCKOe MOJJaHCTBO
yke B 1813 rogy.

I[Tepexozs U3 pyK B pykH, JlepOeHTCKast KPEIoCThb He
pa3 U3MeHWIa CBOU OOJIMK, ¥ KXK/ast S1I0Xa OCTaBWIA Ha
Hel CBOU OTIIevyaToK. B ee cTeHax HaXOAWICA U XaHCKUU
ZIBOpell, 1 MeYeThb, 1 KPeCTOBO-KYTIOJbHBIW XpUCTUAH-
CKUI XpaM, ITOCTPOeHHBIN B paHHeM CpeZilHeBeKOBbe.
Ocob6eHHO XKMBONMCHBI BopoTa OpTa-Karsl, mposioskeH-
HBIE B FOXKHOH CTEHe.

Hapsia-Kaita, yactb JlepOeHTCKOM KPEOCTH, BXOIUT
B crircok BecemupHoro Hacneausa FOHECKO. Oto ykperute-
HUe COeTMHEHO ¢ 6eperom Kacrmuisi MOIIHBIMY IBOMHBIMU
CTeHaMU; KOT/Z]Ja-TO OHO UTPAJIO POJIb AOMOTHUTEIbHOU

3aIUThl «KacUHACKUX BOPOT» MIEPCU/CKOM e prKaBHhI.

Derbent Fortress

Address: Derbent, Republic of Dagestan

The massive stone walls of Derbent Fortress stretch from
the slopes of the Caucasus Mountains all the way to the
Caspian Sea, acting as a stronghold against invasions for
centuries. The sea-facing walls cut off access to the har-
bor, while the mountain wall — known as Dag-Bary —
runs 42 kilometers deep into the mountains. At the heart
of the fortress is the citadel Naryn-Kala, which translates
from Persian as “sunny fortress.”

The history of the fortress spans 1,500 years. It was
built in the 6th century by the Persian ruler Khosrow I to
protect the narrow passage between the mountains and
the sea. Over the centuries, it changed hands many times.
In the 8th century, it was taken by the Arab Caliphate,
then by Tamerlane in the 14th century. In 1722, after
Peter the Great’s Persian Campaign, Derbent became part
of the Russian Empire, although it briefly fell under Irani-
an control before returning to Russia in 1813.

As the fortress moved through different eras, it un-
derwent many transformations, each leaving its mark. In-
side its walls, there were once a khan’s palace, a mosque,
and a cross-domed Christian church built during the Ear-
ly Middle Ages. One of the most striking features is the
Orta-Kapy gates, located in the southern wall.

Naryn-Kala, a part of the Derbent Fortress, is on the
UNESCO World Heritage List. This fortress is linked to the
Caspian Sea by huge double walls and was once an extra
layer of defense for the “Caspian Gates” of the Persian
Empire.

NEPBEHTCKAA KPEIMOCTb
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