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Ihaea 1

Jlonoon
Ocenv 1848 200a

HaiiTu yenoBeka B MOYTH IBYXMUJUIMOHHOM TOpPO-
Jle — 3ajia4ya He U3 JIerKuX. XOpolllo elle, eC/y MoBene-
HHE 3TOro YeJIoBeKa IIPeacKa3yeMo, TOrIa MOXHO XOTSI
OBl TIOMBITATHCSI HAWTHU €r0 B OIpeAeIeHHOI TaBepHe
60 B BUHHOI 1aBKe. Ho maxe B TakoM ciiy4yae IMoucK
OymeT 3aTpPyIHUTEIbHBIM.

«I'me o1, JIeo?» — B oTYasTHUM AyMayia MUcC AMEITHST
Xatayaii. benHbiit, cymacOpoaHbIi, HecyacTHbIN Jleo.
HekoTopsle onu IIpOCTo TEPSIIOTCS Tepe JIMLIOM He-
BBIHOCHIMO TSIXKEJIBIX 00CTOSITeNIbCTB. UMEHHO Tak city-
YUJIOCh C €€ MPeXk/Ie BIOJIHE MPeIcKa3yeMbIM OpaToOM.
A ceifuac OH, BepOSITHO, MIEPEIeT YKe TpaHMILy OTJasi-
HUS M HE OCTAETCS HAaJeX bl €ro CIIacTH.

— MbI HalineM ero, — cKa3ajia AMeJUs C YBEpeHHO-
CTBIO, KOTOPOI1 BOBce He YyBcTBOBasIa. OHa B3IJISIHYJIA
Ha CHUJEBIIIETO HAIIPOTUB Hee IIbIraHa, HO CMYTJIOE JIUIIO
OBbLIO HeIIpOHUIIaeMbIM. Bripouem, HUUETro HEOOBIYHO-
ro, MeppurieH ObLT YeJIOBEKOM € KpaiiHe OrpaHUYeH-
HbIMU 3MolMsIMUA. OH OBLT HACTOJIBKO CHEPXKaHHBIM,
YTO, JaXKe MPOXKUB B CeMbe XaTaydi ISTHAALATh JIET,



4 TaK HUKOMY 1 HE CKa3aJl, KaK Xe ero Ha caMoOM
nese 30ByT. C TOro MHS KaK ero HallTu U30UThIM
u 6e3 co3HaHus Ha Oepery pyubsi, MPOTEKaBIIETO
10 MX UMEHUIO, OHU 3HAJIM €TO ITPOCTO KakK MeppureHa.

Korna MeppuneH npuiiien B ceds1 U YBUAET OKPY-
JKUBIIUX €T0 JIIOOOTBITHBIX YJIEHOB CEMbU XaTay3il, OH
MOHSI HacTos Ui OyHT. [1puiuiocs cuiioi 3acTaBUTh
€ro OCTaBaThCsl B MOCTEJIU U YBEPUTh, UTO, €CJIU OH HE
OyIer jiexxaTb CMMPHO, EMY CTaHET TOJIbKO Xyxke. OTell
AMenuu mpuilea K BbIBOMAY, YTO MaJIbUUKy ITOBE3JI0
OCTaThCsl B XKMBBIX MMOCJE CTPAILITHOM OXOThI Ha IIbITaH,
KOTODPYIO BpeMsl OT BpeMeH! MpearpuHUMAaIi MECTHBIE
3eMJICBJIAMICIbIIBI: OHU CAJAUJINCh HAa KOHE, BOOpYXKa-
JINCh PYXbSIMU 1 TyOMHKAMU U 6€33KaTOCTHO paccTpe-
JIUBaJIM U U30MBAJIM LIbITAH, YTOObI OUUCTUTH OT HUX
CBOM BJIaJICHUSI.

— OHU, TO-BUAWUMOMY, pPEIIWIN, YTO MaJbuMK
MepTB, — paccyaui MucTep Xataysit. OH ObL1T YyeoBe-
KOM 00pa30BaHHBIM 1 MPUAECPKUBAJICS TPOTPECCUBHBIX
B3[JISIIOB, OCYXJasli HAaCWiIue B JItoOoit ero popme. —
Botock, uTo cBsI3aThCS € €ro comjieMeHHUKaMKM HaM He
yaactcs. OHM, cKOpee BCEro, yKe YIIIN AaJIeKO.

— MoxXHO, 4TOOBI OH Y HAC OcTaJcs, Iana? — ¢ xa-
POM BOCKJIMKHYJIa Miiafiias cectpa AMenuu [Tonnu, He
oOpaiiiasi BHUMaHus Ha MeppureHa, KOTOPbIi OCKaJIHII
3yObl, CIOBHO BOJTYOHOK, BUTUMO, OTACASICh, UTO MOXKET
CTaTh JJIS 3TOM I€BYOHKM HOBOU UTPYIIKOM.

— OH MOXeT XXUTb y HaC CKOJIbKO 3aX0UeT, — YJIbIO-
HyJcs Mmuctep XaTtayani. — Ho s comHeBaioch, 4TO OH
OCTaHeTCs JoJIbllle YeM Ha Henento. LlpiraHe — KoueBoit
Hapoa. OHU He JTI00ST A0JITO 3aAePXXKUBATHCS Ha OTHOM
MecTe. UM KaxeTcsi, 4YTO TOTAa OHU IMepecTaroT ObITh
CBOOOIHBIMMU.

MeppuneH, onHako, octajics. CHavyana oH ObLT Ma-
JIEHbKUM U XyJIeHbKUM MaJIb4YMKOM, HO TIOTOM C IyTaro-
1Iei OBICTPOTOM BBIPOC B 3I0POBOTO M KPEMKOTO MYXK-



yuHy. TpyaHo cka3zaTb, KeM Obu1 MeppureH: 5
BpOJIe HE WIEH CeMbM, HO U He ciiyra. XOTs OH
paboTaj Ha CeMblo XaTaydil — OBbLI 1 Ky4epoM,

1 MacTepoOM Ha BCE PYKU, — HO, KOTJa XOTeJI, €J1 C HUMU
3a OOHMM CTOJIOM, U €I0O CITaJIbHS OblIa B OCHOBHOI Ya-
CTH AOMa.

Temeps, korma JIeo ncues 1, BUIMMO, TI0OTaI B Oeny,
caMo co00ii ToIpa3yMeBajIoch, YTO MeppuUIieH IIOMOXKET
€ro HaWTH.

Boo0111e-T0 Ob1710 HE COBCEM ITPUIIMYHO, UTO AMETHS
oTipaBuiach B JIOHAOH B KOMIIAHUY TAKOTO MY>KYMUHEI,
Kak MeppurieH. B cBou nBaauate mecTh JIET OHA HE
O0YE€Hb-TO HYXIAJIaCh B COITPOBOXICHUH.

— MbI HAUHEM C TOTO, YTO UCKIIOUMM MeCTa, Kyaa
Jleo TouHO He MoOImeT, — ¢ PHTY3Ma3MOM cKajzaja
AmMenus. — DTO LIepKBU, My3€U, BbICIINE yIeOHbBIE
3aBelIcHUSI U PaliOHBI, TJIe XXUBYT OOrarbie apuCTO-
KpaThl.

— Bce paBHO ocTaeTcs MOYTH BECh rOpoj, — HEI0-
BOJIBHO IPOBOpYa MeppurieH.

MeppuneH He nooui JIonaoH. ITo ero MHeHUIO, 00-
pa3 >KWU3HU JII0Jel TaK Ha3bIBAEMOT0 IIUBUIN30BAHHOTO
o0111ecTBa ObLI Kya 6oJiee JUKUM U IIPUMUTUBHBIM, YeM
3TO BCTpeYaeTcs B Tipupone. Ecnu Obl eMy IpUIIIIOCh
BBIOMpATh — MPOBECTHU Yac B Oepsiore AMKOro kabaHa
WA B CBETCKOI FOCTUHOM, OH, He KOJICOJISICh, TIPEAIIO-
YeJ1 OBl OepIIory.

— HaBepHoe, mpuaeTcs HauaTh ¢ TaBepH, — MPOIOJI-
Kajila AMenusi, He CMYIIasiCh €ro HeIOBOJBCTBOM.

MeppurnieH 6pocuil Ha Hee MpadyHbIil B3TJISI;

— A BBI 3HaeTe, CKOJIBKO B JIoHmoHe TaBepH?

— Her, He 3Ha10, HO 1O KOHIIA JHS ST 3TO BEISICHIO.

— Mp&bI He moeaeM 1o TaBepHaM. Jleo molimeT Tyna,
I7ie OH HaBepHsIKa MOIaaeT B Oemy.

— M kyna xe? MoxeT, Thbl 3Haelllb TAKOE MECTO?

— «JIxxeHHepC».



6 «/IxeHHepc» OBLI UTOPHBIM KIyOOM, Kynaa
XOIWIU IXKEHTJIbMEHBI, YTOOBI BECTH ceOsI He
MO-IXKEeHTAbMeHCKH. OH ObUI OCHOBAH OBIBIIIMM

o6okcepoM UBom dxxennepom. [Tocnae cMepTu Bragenb-

11a KJIy0 HECKOJIbKO pa3 Iepexoquil U3 PyK B pyKH, a B

JaHHBIII MOMEHT IIPUHAIIEeXa 359Tio JIXKeHHepa JIopay

Cent-BuHcenry. Jlaneko He Oe3ynpeyHast peryTalus

JIOpJa JUIIb YBeJIWYMBaia IIPUBJIEKATEIbHOCTh 3aBe-

IEeHUSI.

YJIeHCTBO B 3TOM KIIyOE€ CTOMJIO 1I€JI0€ COCTOSTHUE.
Jleo HacTOsT HAa TOM, YTOOBI BCTYTIUTD B KITyO CITYCTS
TPpU Mecslia, KaK yHacJaea0Baa CBOI TUTYII.

— Ecnum yX TBI 3amymMan yMepeThb OT MbSTHCTBA, — HE
0e3 capKa3Ma cKaszajia eMy Toraa AMeusl, — TO XOTsI Obl
BBIOEPH MECTO, KOTOPOE MOXKEIIIh ce0e IT03BOJIUTD.

— Ho g Tenieps BUKOHT, — BBEICOKOMEPHO 3aMETHII
Jleo, — 1 DOIKeH BeCcTU ce0s1 COOTBETCTBEHHO. M Haue
YTO CKAXYT JIIOIN?

— CxkaxyT, 94TO THl MOT U Iypak, a TUTYJ MOT C TeM
K€ YCIIEXOM IIePEeUTH K MapTHILIKE.

DTOT BHIITAI BBI3BAI Y €€ KpacHMBOIO OpaTa JIMIIb
YCMEIIIKY.

— ITo-mMoeMy, 3TO cpaBHEHHE HECIpaBeIJIUBO 110
OTHOILIEHUIO K MapTHIIIKE.

AMenus TpSIXHYJIa TOJI0OBOM, CJIOBHO OTTOHSIST HAXJIBI-
HYyBILIME BoclioMyuHaHus. TpeBora Bce Bo3pacTaia. Xo-
JIODHBIMU TIAJIbIIaMU OHa cXKajla BUCKU. JIeo u paHbIie
BHE3aITHO McUe3all, HO Ha 3TOT pa3 ero OTCYTCTBHUE 3aTsI-
HYJIOCh, KaK HUKOTITIA.

— MHe ellle He TPUXOIWIOCH OBIBaTh B KIIyde, —
cKazajia oHa MeppurieHy. — DTo OyneT MOW TepBBIit
BU3UT.

— BamM He pa3peuat BoiiTu. Bel nenu. Ho naxe eciau
paspeniart, TO s He TTO3BOJIIO.

AMeIust ToCMOTpeJia Ha Hero ¢ yauBieHueM. Mep-
PHUIIEH PeIKO YTO-TO eii 3ampetnain. I1o mpaBme rosops,



3asBJICHUE LIBITAHA BHI3BAJIO y HEE pa3IpakeHHeE. 7
OHa He cobupaeTcs cobJIIogaTh CBETCKUE TIPU-
JINYMSE B MOMEHT, KOTa Ha KapTy IOCTaBjIeHa
KU3HB ee OpaTta. Kpome Toro, 1T000NBITHO B3IISTHYTh
Ha 3TO MPUBUJIETUPOBAHHOE YOEXKMILE IJISI MY>KIMH.
ITockonbKy OHa, O4eBUIHO, OOpedyeHa Ha y4acTh CTa-
POl AEBBI, TO MOXET I10 KpaliHell Mepe TTO3BOIUTh cede
HaCIaIUThCS MAJICHBKUMU PAJOCTSIMMU.

— A Te0s1 Tyma ToXe He BITyCTST, — Bo3pa3ujia AMe-
Jmst. — ToI Beb IIBITaH.

— Tak ciry4moch, 4To YIpaBIsSIOIIUi Ki1yba Toxe
LIbITaH.

D10 O0BUIO HEOOBIYHO. [Jaxe cTpanHo. Llpirane cun-
TaJMCh BOpaMU U MOIIIEHHUKaMU. bbL10o mpocTo nmopas3u-
TEJIbHO, YTO LIBITAaHY JOBEPUJIN YIIPABJIATh AeHEXKHBIMU
cpencTBaMM, HE TOBOPS YK€ O TOM, YTOOBI pa3peliarh
CIIOPbI, BOBHMKABIIIME Y UTPOBBIX CTOJIOB.

— OH, D0JKHO OBITh, HEOOBIKHOBEHHBIN YEJI0BEK,
pa3 3aHUMAaeT TaKoe MOJIOKEHHE, — ITOMOJTUaB, 3aMETH -
J1a AMenusi. — XOpollo, 51 IT03BOJII0 TeOe COMPOBOXIATh
MEHSI, KOIla MBI BoliZieM B Ki1y0. TBoe mpHCYyTCTBHUE, BO3-
MOXHO, CIIeJIaeT YIIPABJISIONIETO 00JIEe CTOBOPYMBBIM.

— Cnacubo, — cyxo oTBeTws MeppurieH.

Mexny TeM X KphITasi KOJISICKa Bbexajla B LICHTpalb-
HYIO 4acTh TOPOJIa, TIe OBUIM COCPEAOTOUYCHBI Mara3uHbI,
TeaTphl U BCEBO3MOXHEBIE YBECEIUTEIbHbIC 3aBEACHMSI.
OHU exajiu 1o MPOKUM yJIUIIaM MUMO KPACHUBBIX TUIO-
1Ianeit, BeJIMKOJICITHBIX JOMOB ¢ KOJIOHHAMH M KPaCUBO
MMOJACTPYKEHHBIMU OrpaiaMy U3 3eJICHMU.

LeHTp cToNMLbI ObLT HE3HAKOM AMeuU. XOTS UX
TMOMECThe M HaXOOWJIOCh HemajieKo oT JIoHmoHa, ee
CeMbsI peIKO ObIBajia 31eCh, TeM 0oJjiee B 3TOM pailoHe.
axe Terepp, IOJIy9MB HACIEICTBO, OHU HE MOIJIU I10-
3BOJIUTH Ce0e Mpa3aHbIe TPAThI.

I'msauys Ha MeppurnieHa, AMenusi yIuBuiaach TOMY,
YTO IIbITaH, 0€3 COMHEHUsI, 3HAeT, Kyaa Hallo €XaTh, XOTsI



8 OH TaK e MaJjIo 3HaKOM C TopoaoMm, Kak oHa. Ho
MeppurneH obiagan NpUPOIHBIM JapOM Be3lie
HaxOIWUThb MPABUJIbHYIO JOPOTY.

OHu cBepHy/IM Ha KMHT-CTPUT, IPKO OCBEILIEHHYIO
ra3zoBbIMU (poHapsIMU. BIoIb MOCTOBOI CTOSITIO MHOXKE-
CTBO 9KUIaXel, TpOTyaphl OBUIM 3aII0JIHEHBI JTIOAbMMU,
CICIIMBIIMMU BECEJIO IIPOBECTH BeUep. 3aKaTHOE COTH-
1Ie OKpaCHWJIO TOPU30HT, Ha (pOHE KOTOPOIO BBICOKUE
3MaHUs TOPYaIH, CIOBHO 3yObl TMTAHTCKUX BEIBM.

MeppurieH HallpaBuJI KOJISICKY B Y3KYIO YJIIOUKY 1103a-
I OTPOMHOTO 3IaHMSI ¢ BHYLIUTEIbHBIM (pacamom. DTo
n 6611 Kiy0 JIxkeHHepa. BHyTpr y AMenu Bce ¢cKaloch.
bruto OB HepealbHBIM Be3€HMEM, €CJIM UM YIACTCS
B IICPBOM K€ MECTe HaliTu OparTa.

— MeppumneH? — HanpsLKeHHBIM TOJIOCOM cKa3saja
Amenus.

— Jla?

— Tebe, BepHO, HaO 3HATh, UYTO €CJIY MO Opar elle
He yMyApuJjcs youTs cebsi, To, KOrma Mbl €ro HalaeM,
s 3aCTPEJII0 ero caMa.

— 4 BJIOXY B Ballly pyKy IIUCTOJET.

AMens yapIOHyIach U MOIIpaBUIa IUISITIKY.

— Torna noitneM. 1 moMHU — TOBOPUTH Oy S1.

3amax B mepeyiike ObLT OTBpaTUTENbHBIM. [laxio

YIULEN, XKUBOTHBIMM, TIOMOMKOMN M YTOJIbHOM TIBLIBIO.

JlaBHO He ObLIO OO, U IpsI3b CKaILIMBajach Ha 00-

KOBBIX yJIOUKax. AMEIUM IIPUIILIOCH Pe3BO OTCKOYUTh

B CTOPOHY, YTOOBI HE HACTYIIUThL Ha KPhICY, TPoOeKaB-

LLIYIO BOOJIb CTEHBI IoMa.

B KoHIe mepeysika OBOE YAMYHBIX MaJIbUYMIIEK,
CKPIOYMBIIHMCH Y KPOIIEYHOTO KOCTPA, KapWJIN YTO-TO
Ha JJIMHHBIX MajJKax. AMeJINU He 3aX0TeJIOCh 3ayMbl-
BaTbCs Haa TeM, YTO UMEHHO OHM XapsT. Ee B3rsan
OCTaHOBUJICSI Ha TPYIIIE B3POCIBIX — TPeX MYKUMHAX
U XEeHILIUHE, OCBELIEHHBIX HEPOBHBIM CBETOM KOCTpa.
JBO€ MY>XUMH IBITATUCH APAThCS, HO OBLIN TaK IbSHBI,



YTO MX ApakKa OoJbIIe ITOXOAWIa Ha IIMPKOBOE 9
MpeacTaBJIeHUE TAaHIYIOIINX MEABEACIA.

Ha xeH1uHe ObLT0 IpKOe TIaThe C 00JbIINM
BeIpe3oM. OHa rpoMKo xoxoTtaja. Ee, Bunnmo, Becenuio,
YTO IBOE€ MYXYMH M3-3a Hee AepyTcs. TpeTuii mbitajics
pa3HATH MpUSTEIIEH.

— DW, BB, MTAPpHU, — KOKETJIMBO KPUKHYJIA KECH-
LIMHA, — 5 e cKasaja, 4To IIpuMy Bac oboux! Hezauem
TETYIINTHCS.

— He BmemmBaiiTech, — npenyrnpeans MeppurieH
Amenuro.

Ho Amenus, mpUTBOPUBIINCH, YTO HE paccibIIaia,
rmomouia oake. [lesro He B TOM, UTO ee 3auHTepecoBaia
9Ta ccopa — Jaxe B MX MUPHOM noMecThbe IIpumpoys-
TUIe#ic CIIyJannch Apaku. Bce My>KUMHBI, HE3aBUCHMO OT
WX TTOJIOKEHUST, BpeMSI OT BpeMEHH CTAaHOBUJINCH paba-
MU CBOMX HU3MEHHBIX UHCTUHKTOB. BHIIMaHUe AMennu
TIPUBJIEK TPETUN MY:KUMHA, TOT, KOTOPBII BCTAT MEXKIY
MTbSTHBIMU Y TIBITAJICS UX YPE3OHUT.

OH ObUI XOPOILIO OJET, KaK HACTOSIIIUI T3KEHTIbMEH,
HO... ObLIO BUJHO, YTO OH He JKeHTJIbMEH. Y HEro ObLIU
BBIOIIIMECST TEMHBIE BOJIOCHI, OH OBLJI CMYTJI M BOOOIIIE
BBITJIsIAEN uyxke3eMueM. Y oH aBurajics ¢ rpaluei qu-
KO KOIITKM, cTapasich N30eXKaThb CIYIalHBIX YIapOB.

— Munopnsl, — yBelleBal OH UX CIIOKOWHBIM T'OJIO-
COM, MOJACTABIISISI PYKY, YTOOBI 3aIllUTUTLCS OT yaapa
KystakoM. — Wm BBI ceifgac ke mepecTaHeTe ApaThes,
WM 51 OyAy BbIHYKAEH... — OH OTCKOYMJ B CTOPOHY,
3aMETUB, YTO CTOSIBILIMIA IT03aA1 HErO MY>KYMHA COOM-
paeTcss HaOpOCHUTHCS Ha HETo.

ITpocTuTyTKa paccmesiach:

— Buxy, oHu Te0s1 noBesnu cerogHs, PoaH!

Ho Poan BepHyJICS Ha cBOe MECTO MEXIY ITbSTHBIMMU.

— Muwtopasl, BbI, KOHEYHO, 3HAeTe, — OH OBICTPO
Mpuces, IOTOMY YTO Hald HUM CHOBA IPOCBUCTEN KY-
JIaK, — YTO HaCWJIMEM HUYETO He pelIaeTcs.



10 — ITomren x yepTy! — 3apbIyay OMMH U3 Ipady-
HOB M, HarHyB I'0JIOBY, pellui 6onHyTh PoaHa,
CJIOBHO 00€3yMEBIIMIA KO3€JL.

Poan orcTynuit, mo3BojivB HamaaaBIIeMy Bpe3aThCst
rOJIOBOM MPSIMO B CTEHY JOMA.

Bropoii My>kurHa BMeCTO 0J1arogapHOCTH IIPOPHIYAJ:

— bynb o1 pokiisT, Poan! He BmemmBaiicsa! S Ob1
caM BBIIIYCTWI U3 Hero Kuiku! — Pa3maxuBas Kyia-
KaMu, oH Habpocuiicsa Ha Poana.

OnHako u ero PoaH oyeHb OBICTPO YJIOXMI Ha 3eM-
mo. CTos HaJl MMOBEPTHYTHIM, OH LITYTIMBO CIIPOCUII:

— Ycnokommck? da? OdeHb XOpoImo. A Terephb
MO3BOJIbTE TTOMOYb BaM BCTaTh, Muwiopa. — PoaH ors-
HYJICSI Ha OTKPBITYIO ABEPb, BEAYILYIO B KJIIy0, TIE CTOSLI
ONIVH U3 CIIyXKallluX, U IpuKa3ail: — JloycoH, IpoBOIM-
Te Jjopra JlatTumepa K ero aKunaxy. A s 1oBefdy Jjopaa

Cenyoasl.
— B 3TOM HEeT HEOOXOMMMOCTH, — CKazall apucTO-
Kpat, nonHsBimKMch. OH IBHO mpoTpe3Bena. — S cam

IOy 10 CBOEH 4epToBOil KapeTbl. — OTPSIXHYBIIUCH,
OH 1006aBuI: — 4 xouy TebOs Koe 0 yeM nmonpocuTh, PoaH.

— Ha, mumtopna?

— Ecnu 06 3TOM y3HA1OT... ecnu nenu Celyaid y3Haer,
YTO 51 Apajics, YTOObI 3aBOEBATh OJArOCKJIOHHOCTD Maj-
e KEHIIIUHBI. .. MOSI )KMU3Hb He OYIeT CTOMTh HU TPOIIIA.

— OHa HUKOTAA HE Y3HAeT, MUJIOP/, — YBEPWUJ €T0
PoaHn.

— Omna Bcerna Bce y3HaéT. OHa B COI03€ C IbSIBO-
soMm. Eciu Tebs cripocaT 00 3TOl He3HAYUTEJIbHOU
ccope...

— OHa ciyyunaach 13-3a OCOOEHHO a3apTHOU UTPHI
B BUCT, — OBLJI CIIOKONHBI OTBET.

— Jla, na. TeI xopommii yemoBeK. — Celysit 1mo-
xyontast Poana o rureqy. — A 4ToOBI TEOE OBIIO Jierdye
JIepXaThb SI3bIK 3a 3y0amu... — OH JocTal U3 KapMaHa
KUJIeTa HEOOJIbIIONM MEIIOYEK.



— Her, munopa. — Poan oTcTynua Ha 1ar 1
U PEIINUTENIbHO TPSIXHYJI TOJIOBOM, TaK 4TO €T0
YyepHbIe Kyapu OJIECHY/IN B cBeTe (DoHapsI.

— Bo3pMu, — HacTamBaJI apuCTOKpAT.

— He mory, musopa.

— Jlenbru TBou. — Celryaii IIBBIPHYJI MEIIOYEK MO
Horu Poana. — Taxk 4ro pemiaii caM — BO3bMEITb UX WITH
OCTaBMIIb JIEXKATh Ha 3eMJIE.

Korma mxentiaeMen ynammicsi, PoaH ristHyr Ha Me-
III0YEK TaK, CJIOBHO 3TO ObLJIa 10XJ1asi KphIca.

— MHe OHM He HYXHBbI, — IPOOOPMOTAJI OH cebe Mo
HOC.

— A MHe NpUroasTCs, — MOACKOUMIA K HEMY MPO-
ctutytka. OHa MOAHSJIA MEIIOYEeK M Moadpocuiia Ha
JIaIOHU, IpoBepsisd Bec. — ['ocronu, B XKM3HM eIlle He
BCTpeyYasia IbITaHa, KOTOPHIN 00sICS OBI IEHET.

— Jla s He 601ch, — oTBeTWJ PoaH. — OHU MHe
MMPOCTO HE HYXHBI. — B3M0XHYB, OH TTOTEP JIAAOHBIO
3aTBUIOK U IIIEI0.

XKeHIrHa paccMesiach U ¢ SBHBIM BOCXUILIEHUEM
OKHWHYJIa B3IJISIIOM €TI0 CTPOIHYIO (DUTypy:

— 1 He mOG6I0 OpaTh AEHBIM IIPOCTO TaK, HE OTPadO-
TaB. He xouellb 11 HEMHOTI'O ITOPE3BUTHCS, KPACABUMK?

— $1 LeHro TBOE IpeIIoXKeHNE, — BEXKJIMBO OTBETU
Poan, — Ho... HeT.

OHa KOKETJIMBO AePHYJIa IJICYOM:

— Hy, kxax xouewb. MHe ere gydure. ITporaii.

Poan xuBHYJ B OTBET U C IpeyBEJIMYEHHBIM BHUMA-
HUEM YCTaBMJICS B OJHY TOUKY mepel coboii. OH CTosuI
HEIIOABIXHO, CJIOBHO IIPUCTYIINBAsICh K KAKUM-TO €JIe
pa3nuuuMbIM 3ByKaMm. [ToToM cHOBa moTep 1ieto 1 3aThl-
JIOK U, MEJUIEHHO OTJISIHYBIIMChH, IIOCMOTpPEJI IIPSIMO Ha
Amennro.

Koraa ux B3rsiap1 BCTpeTUIMCh, AMEJTUSI TTIOUyBCTBO-
BaJia, OyATO €€ IIPOH3MIO TOKOM. XOTSI OH CTOSUI B He-
CKOJIbKHMX IIIarax OT Hee, OHa Ha PacCTOSTHUM OLIyTHIIA



12 cuty ero B3rysaaa. Beipaxkenue mmia Poana ob11o
HU JOOPBIM, HU 3JIbIM, a CKOpee, OeCCTpalllHbIM,
CJIOBHO OH YK€ JaBHO ITOHSLI, 9YTO MUP — XKECTO-

KO€ MECTO M HaJIo MPUHUMATh €TI0 TAKMM, KaKOI OH €CTb.

Korna HeckoJibko OTCTpaHEeHHBIN B3risia PoaHa
CKOJIB3HYJI II0 ee (purype, AMeaust 3Haja TOIHO, 4TO
WMEHHO OH YBUJIEJ: XEHIIMHY B IIPOCTOMN, HO IIPOYHOM
odexae M MpaKTUYHBIX OaliMakax. AMeaus Oblia cpeli-
HEro pocTa, ¢ TEMHBIMU BOJIOCAMU U YMCTOU KOXEit,
C pyMSIHIIEM BO BCIO IIIeKYy, KaK y BCEX B €€ CEMEICTBE.
OHa ObLJ1a HEMHOTO ITOJTHOBATOM, B TO BpeMsI KaK B MOJie
OBLTM XymoOa 1 0oJIe3HeHHAs OJIETHOCTD.

He 6ynyuu TiiecnaBHoi, AMesust Bce Xe MToOHMMaIa,
YTO OHA XOTS U HE KpacuBa, HO JOCTATOYHO IIPUBJICKa-
TenbHa, YTOObI HaiiTU cebe Myxka. Ho oguH pa3 oHa yxe
000XTJIach, M y Hee He OBIJIO HU MaJICHUIIIEeTO KeJIaHMs
CHOBa puckoBath. K ToMy e eii 1 6e3 TOro XxBaTajio Xjio-
MOT ¢ ee 0eCIMTOKOMHBIM OpaToOM.

Mexny Tem PoaH ot Hee oTBepHYJICS U 0€3 €TUHOTO
CJIOBa HampaBUJICS K ABepsiM Ki1yda. OH 11es1 He criela,
JIETKOM MOXOAKOI, OynTo maBasi cede BpeMs O 4eM-TO
ITOPa3MBICIIUTh.

AMeIus TToAoIIlIa K IBEpY OTHOBPEMEHHO C HUM.

— Cop... Muctep PoaH... BBI, 04eBUIHO, YIIPABIISIO-
LW TOTO Kiryoa?

OH octaHOBUJICS U 00epHYJICa. OHU OKa3aJauCh TaK
OJIM3KO IPYT OT Apyra, yTo AMeIusl MOYyBCTBOBaJa 3a-
Max pa3ropsiTaeHHOM MYyKCKoi Koxu. [Tox paccTerHyThIM
JKUJIETOM U3 POCKOIIHOM napyu Oblja BUAHA Oenas py-
Oamika ToHkoro nojotHa. Korna Poan nmocnemmn 3a-
CTETHYTD XWJIET, AMeIINsT YBUIEIa HECKOIBKO 30JI0ThIX
KoJiell Ha ero najblax. Ee oxBaTuia BHe3aImHast HEPBO3-
HOCTb, KOPCET BAPYT MOKA3aJICd TECHBIM, & BODOTHUK
TUIAThS — CJIUIITKOM BBICOKUM.

OHa 3acTaBuIa ce0s1 HOCMOTPETH Ha HETO B yIIOp. DTO
OBLI MOJIOZO¥ YeJIOBEK JIET TPUALIATH C JIMIIOM 3K30THYE-



cKoro aHreja. Takast BHEITHOCTb OIPEaeICHHO 13
ObLIa co3maHa IJisl Ipexa: YYBCTBEHHBINM poOT,
KBaapaTHBIA ITOAOOPOIOK, 30JJOTUCTO-Kapue
1a3a Mo MPSIMBIMY IJIMHHBIMYA pecHUuLlaMu. YepHbIe
TSKEJIbIe KYAPHU CIYCKaJIWUCh MOYTHU Ha Iieyr. AMenust
3aMeTHJIa, KaK B OMTHOM yX€& CBEPKHYJIa OpUJUIMAaHTOBAsT
cepebra.

— K Bamum yciryraM, Mucc...

— Xarayaii. — OHa MoBepHYJIach, YTOOKI IIpEaCTa-
BUTH CBOCTO CIIYTHUKA: — A 3T0 MeppurieH.

PoaH risiHys1 Ha HEero HaCTOPOXKEHHO:

— DTO CIOBO y WLBITAaH O3HA4YaeT M <«KHU3Hb»,
N «CMEPTH».

AMmenus youBiaeHHO MoaHsia 6posu. OHa HUKOTAA
HE 3aIyMbIBajlach O 3HaYeHNU UMEH. MeppuIIleH cierka
TepeaepHyJI IjiedaMy ¥ TIOMOPILIMIICST, BCEM BUIOM IO~
Ka3bIBasl, YTO 3TO HE CTOUT HUKAKOTO BHUMaHMUSI.

— Cop, — obpaTtmitack AMenns K PoaHy, — MBI TIpn-
€XaJii, YTOOBI 33/1aTh BAM HECKOJIbKO BOIIPOCOB...

— S He 1100110 BOIIPOCOB.

— A ny cBoero Oparta, nopaa Pam3u, — ymnpsiMo
poaorKana AMeIusi, — U MHE OYeHb Hy*kHa MH(popMa-
LIMS... KOTOPOM BbI, BOBMOXHO, PacIIojlaracTe... O TOM,
[1Ie €T0 MOXHO HaTH.

— 4] Hudero OBI BaM He cKa3asl, JaxKe eCJIv Obl 3HaJI. —
OH TOBOpPWJI C HEOOJIBIIMM UHOCTPAHHBIM aKIICHTOM
M Jaxe ¢ HAMEKOM Ha apHCTOKpaTU3M. DTO ObLI yBe-
PEHHBIN TOJIOC YeJIOBEKA, KOTOPbIM MPUBBIK OOLIATHCS
C JIIOAbMHU CAMOTO Pa3HOTO COpTa.

— VBepsiio Bac, Cap, S He cTajia Obl IPUYMHSITH He-
ynoOCcTBa HA BaM, HU KOMY-JIM0O €IIIe, eCJI OBl 3TO He
ObL10 abcotoTHO HeobxoauMo. Ho mponuio yxe Tpu
ITHSI, KaK MO OpaT mpomait...

— 310 He Mos pobieMa. — PoaH moBepHYJICS K IBEPH.

— OH CKJIOHEH BOIUTD APYKOY C IIJIOXUMU JTIOIbMMU. ..

— Coxarnero.



14 — OH jgaxe, MOXET OBITh, VK€ MEPTB.
— Huyem He Mory nomoub. Kenaw yagayu
B IaJIbHEUIIMX Mouckax. — PoaH OTKpbII ABEDD,
coOupasich yUTH.

Ero octanoBui MeppurieH, 3aroBOPUBIIUI Ha S3bIKE
1IbITaH.

C Tex mop Kak MeppureH BIIepBbIe MOSIBUJICS B UX
JoMe, AMeNust Ml HECKOJIbKO pa3 cliblliaia, Kak OH
TOBOPMJI HA 5TOM $13bIKe. A3bIK 3By4a TOpTaHHO, C MHO-
>K€CTBOM COTJIACHBIX 1 PACTSIHYTHIX IIACHBIX, HO B HEM
ObL1a 3aBOpaXKMBAOIIAST MY3bIKa, CBSI3bIBABIIIAST CJIOBA
BOEIMHO.

BuumartenrHo mocMotpeB Ha MeppurneHa, Poan
MPUCTOHUIICS K KOCSIKY ABEPHU.

— DTo IpeBHUI A3bIK, — cKa3asl OH. —  He cbliat
ero yxe MHoro jieT. KTo 6apoH TBoero rjieMeHu?

— ¥ MeHs HeT IJIeMeHU.

Hacrtynuna nmaysa. JIumo MeppuneHa rmo-npexxHeMy
OCTaBaJIOCh HEMTPOHMUIIAEMbBIM.

— BoiinuTe. f mocrapamoch YTO-HUOYAb Y3HATD.

OHU CMOTJM BOUTU B KJIyO Oe3 JUIIHMUX Iiepe-
MoHui#. PoaH npukasaas omHOMY M3 CIIyXKallluX Mpo-
BOJUTDb UX B 3aKPBITYIO JJIs1 TOCTOPOHHUX TOCTUHYIO
HaBepxy. AMenus clibliiajga rojaoca, 3ByKM MY3bIKU
U IIIyM I1aroB, JOHOCHUBIIIMECS OTKYIa-TO CHU3Y. DTO
OBLT MYXKCKOI yJiel, Kyna 1aMaM BX0J ObLJT CTPOTO BOC-
MpeuieH.

Chayxaiuii OTBeJ MX B XOPOIIO OOCTaBJICHHYIO
KOMHATY W MOMPOCUJ MOA0XKIATh 31eCh BO3BPAILICHUS
Poana. MeppurneH nogoiies1 K OKHY, BBIXOIUBIIIEMY Ha
Kwunr-crpur.

AMenuio nopasuia HeGpocKasi pOCKOIIb FOCTUHOM:
roJ1yooii KoBep py4yHoO paboThl, OOLLIMTbIE AEPEBIHHBI-
MM TTaHEJISIMU CTEHBI M 00MTast 6apxaToMm MeOeb.

— BriosiHe co BKycOM, — OTMETWJIa OHa, CHUMas
LIJIATIKY U caisich K HEOOJbILIOMY CTOJUKY KpPacHOIO



nIepeBa. — Sl moyeMy-To oXuaaja yBUIETh HEUTO 15
Ooiee... bosiee Kpuyalee U 6e3BKyCHOE.

— «/I>xeHHepCc» Ha IOPSIIOK BBIIIIE 3aBEACHMIA
takoro tumna. OH MacKUpyeTcs Mo Ky0 s JKeHTIIb-
MEHOB, XOT$SI Ha CaMOM JIeJie 31eCh JePXKAT CaMblii KpyIi-
Hblii 6aHK B JIoHIOHE.

AMenus BCTajla M MOMAOIUIA K KHUKHBIM TOJKaM.
PaccMarpuBasi KHUTH, OHA CITpOCUIIa KaK Obl HEB3HAYal:

— Kak 11 tymaenin, noueMy Mmuctep Poan otkazancs
B3Th AeHbIN Y Jlopaa Cemnyas?

MeppurieH 6pocuT Ha Hee CapKaCTUYECKUI B3IJISI:

— Bam u3BecTHO, Kak 1IpIraHe OTHOCSTCS K MaTepu-
aJIbHOMY JIOCTAaTKYy.

— Ha, s 3Ha10, Ballli JIOIU He JIIOOSAT ObITh 3aBUCH-
MbIMHA. HO MHE IPUXOONIOCH BUIETh, YTO LIBITAHE HE
MPOYb MOJTYIUTh TTApy MOHET 32 CBOU YCIIYTHU.

— JHeJio He B xkeJJaHUM OBbITh HE3aBUCUMBIM. DTO ro-
pazno 6osbiie. Eciu chal 3aHuMaeT Takyto TOJKHOCTb...

— Yto 3Hauwmt chal?

— CblIH upiraHa. OfeBaThCs B JOPOTYIO OACKAY, 10~
IO OCTaBaThCs HAa OTHOM MECTE, MOJyvaTh TaKue 1eHbIU
JIJIS HeTO... cThiAHO. HemoBko. DTo MpoTUBOPEYUT €ro
Hatype.

MeppurieH ObLI TaK cepbe3eH, TaK YBEpEH B cebe, 4TO
AMenus He yaepKaaach U peliniia ero MoaIpa3HUTh:

— Ay Te0s1 Kakue oTroBopku, MeppurieH? Thl xKu-
Belllb B OJHOM MECTE YK€ TaK MHOTO JIEeT.

— S npyroe neno. Bo-nepBbIX, XKM3Hb B BallleM JOME
He NMMPUHOCUT MHE 0X07a.

AMenus 3acMesiiach.

— Bo-BTOphIX... Ballleil cembe 51 00513aH KM3HbBIO.

I'nsanst Ha cypoBbiit mpoduias MeppuneHa, Amenust
OIIYTWJIa TIPUJIMB JIIOOBU K 3TOMY YBAJIBHIO.

— Kakoi1 xe ThI, TpaBo, — MSTKO 3aMeTHJIa OHA. —
HMcnoptun MHe ynoBoJibCTBUE.  MbITalOCh TeOST pac-
CMEILIUTD, a Thl BCE MOPTHUIIb CBOEH NCKPEHHOCTHIO. Thl



