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I

XKepsesa xnana Jlantbe 10 ABYX yacoB Houu. HakoHelr,
MPOJPOTHYB B OJHOW KO(PTOUYKE y OKHA, OHA MOBAJIMIACH
rnomnepek KpoBaTv BCSl B cjie3aX W 3a0buiach JUXOPaaou-
HO-BO30YXIeHHBIM CHOM. Bot yke ¢ Hepemo JIaHTbe, BBIXO-
I u3 «JIByromoBoro TeneHKa», Toe OHU obeAanu, OTIpaB-
JISUT €€ C IETbMU CMaTh, a caM Mporajal rae-To A0 Mo3aHel
HOYM, OyATO OBl B mouckax paboTel. HeiHUE BeuepoM, Koraa
XKepsesa kapayiuia ero, eif mokasajloch, YTO OHa BUJENa,
KaK OH BXOAWI B TAaHIYJIbKY «bombioit bankon», KoTophbrit
MOJIbIXaJl CBOMMU JECAThIO OKHAMU, 3aJIMBasi MOPEM CBETa
YEPHYIO M0JIoCcy BHELHUX OyabBapoB. [lo3zanu JlaHTbe oHa
3aMeTu/1a MaJIeHbKYI0 AlleJb, MOJUPOBILUILY, 00€IaBIIYIO B
OJIHOM pecTopaHe ¢ HMMM; OHa Iiuia 3a JIaHTbe clenoM, B
MSTU WM B IIECTH 1lIarax, pacTOINbIPUB JIOKTHU; Ka3aJloCh,
OHAa TOJIBKO YTO BBHIMTYCTUJIA €T0 PYKY, YTOOBI HE TIPOXOIUTD
BIBOEM IO/ SIPKMM CBETOM (poHapeli, FOpeBIIUX Y BXOa.

B nisiTh yacoB yTpa XKepsesa nmpocHyJiach, pa3ouTasi, OKo-
YeHeBlasl, U pa3pa3uiaach pblIaHUSIMU: JIaHTbE BCe elle He
BO3BpaTtuics. B mepBriif pa3 oH He HoueBan noma. OHa cena
Ha Kpail KpoBaTHu, MOJ JIOCKYTOM TOJUHSION TKaHU, CBU-
caBllleit CO CTepKHSI, MPUKPETUIEHHOTO K MOTOJKY BEPEBOY-
KaMMu. MyTHBIM OT cJie3 B3mIsiioM 2KepBe3a MeJIeHHO 00Be-
Jia CBOIO XXaJIKyl0 KOMHATy, — OpPEXOBbII KOMOJ, 0€3 SIuKa,
TPU COJJOMEHHBIX CTYJla M MaJIeHbKUI 3acajleHHbII CTOJIUK,
Ha KOTOPOM CTOSIJI MOTPEeCKaBIIMiCS KyBIIMH. Keae3Hast
KpOBaTh, MOCTaBJEHHAs [JIs1 IE€Tel, 3aropaxkuBaja KOMOJ 1
3aHMUMaJla TIOYTH NIBe TpeTu KoMHaThl. CyHayK KepBe3nl u
JlaHTbe C OTKMHYTOM KPBILIKOM 3UST B YIJIy: OH ObLT MOY-
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™1 1iycT. Ha nHe ero u3-mop rpsi3HbIX HOCKOB U COPOYEK
BUJIHEIACh CTapasi MyxXcKas 1usna. Ha crimHkax CTyjbeB y
CTEHBI BUCEJIU UCTPETNaHHbIe IITAaHbl M PBaHasl IIaJlb — I10-
clieqHee TpSIbe, KOTOPOro He Opaiu Aaxe CTapbeBIIMKU.
Ha xamuHe, Mexay AByMsl HEMTapHbIMU LIMHKOBBIMU MO/~
CBEUYHMKaMHU, Jiexasa rmayka HeXXHO-PO30BbIX JIOMOAPAHBIX
KBUTAHIIMH. DTO ObIIa Jydillasi KOMHaTa B HOMepax, BO BTO-
pOM 3Taxe, C OKHaMu Ha OyibBap.

Jetu cnaay psAabIIKOM Ha ofHOM moayiuke. Bocbmu-
JietHuid Kiof, BeIMpoCTaB pydyku U3-Mo[ Ofiesijaa, TUXOHbKO
TTocarbIBaj, a OTbeH, KOTOPOMY OBUIO TOJBKO YETHIPE roja,
oOHUMaJ Opara 3a 1ero, yjabibasch Bo cHe. Korna 3aruia-
KaHHbIE IJla3a MaTepy OCTAHOBUJIMChH Ha JIETSIX, OHa CHOBa
paspas3uiiach pbIAAHUSIMU U YTKHYJIACh B IJIATOK, YTOOBI 3a-
DJIYIIUTh BCXJIUTbIBaHUS. Tydau CBAIWIUCH C €€ HOT; OHA
Jaxe He 3aMeTuJIa 3TOro, 60CUKOM Moao1LIa K OKHY U CHO-
Ba, KaK HOYbIO, CTajla XIaTh, )KaJHO BIVISIAbIBASICh B Jajie-
KH€ TPOTyaphl.

Homepa Haxonunuch Ha OynbBape Lllanens, HameBo OT
3actaBbl [lyaccoHbep. DTO ObUI CTapbIil NIBYX3TaXKHbBIN 1OM
C MIPOTHUBLIKMMU OT AOXIEH CTaBHSAMMU, 10 MOJOBUHBI Bbl-
KpALIEHHBII B TEMHO-KPAacHBII LBET. MexXny NByMsI OKHa-
MM, HaJl (poHapeM ¢ pa3OUTHIMU CTEKJIAMU, ObUIO HAITMCAHO
OOJIBILIMMM KeATbIMU OyKBaMu: «l'octuHuua ['ocrenpuum-
CTBO, comepxkaTteiab Mapcyibe». [IpykuMas ImiaTok K Ty-
6amM, ZKepBesa BIsiabiBajach Biajb, 3alPOKUbIBAs TOJIOBY,
TaK Kak ee¢ cienui cBeT poHapsi. OHa cMOTpeIa Hampaso,
B CTOpOHY OynbBapa Pomiennyap, rae MICHMKHA B OKPOBaB-
JIEHHBIX (papTykax TOJIMWIUCH Y O0€H, OTKyIa BETEP NTOHO-
CWJI BpeMeHaMH pe3Kuil 3armax XuMBOTHbIX. OHa cMoTpesa
BJIEBO, OKMIBIBASI B30POM [JIMHHYIO JICHTY YJIUIIbI, YIIMPAB-
LIeicsl MpsIMO MPOTUB Hee B OeJlylo rpoMaay CTposiiieiics
6onpHuLbl JlapnOyasbep. OHa MeIJIEHHO CKOJIb3MJIa B3IJIsI-
JIOM T10 TOPOACKOU CTeHE, 3a KOTOPOi HOYaMu pa3aaBaJluCh
KPUKHW O TIOMOIIIM, OHA BIJISIBIBAJIACh BO BCE 3aKOYJIKH, B
TEMHBIE YIJIbl, YepHbIE OT CHIPOCTU UM TPsSI3U, CTpalllach 00-
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HapyXuTh Iae-HUOyAb Tpyn JIaHTbe C pacropoThIM XHUBO-
ToM. [ToBepx GECKOHEYHOU CTEHbI, OMOSIChIBABLIEH TOpo,
IYCTBIHHOM CEpOM MOJIOCOM, YK€ PacTEKAJICId SPKUM CBET,
BO3/yX ObLT MPOHU3aH COJHEUHON MbUIbIO, YK€ CIBIIIANCS
yrpeHHuit ryi [Napuxa. Ho yaie Bcero XKepsesa, M30rHyB-
IIKXCh U BBITSIHYB 11I€10, TJsiAeaa B CTOPOHY 3acTaBhbl Ilyac-
COHBEpP, CIOBHO 3aBOPOXEHHAsT G€CIIPEPHIBHBIM TTOTOKOM
JIIONei, TeJeXeK, Jollaaeit, CTeKaBIUM ¢ BICOT MoHMap-
Tpa u Illanens v BauBaBIIMMCS B MPOEM TOPOJCKOM CTe-
Hbl MEXXAY JBYX HU3KUX TAMOXEHHBbIX OaltieH. OTTyna 10HO-
CUJICS TOTIOT CTaza, TOIOT TOJIIIBI, KOTOpasl, TpY BHE3aITHbBIX
OCTaHOBKaX Ha MOCTOBOI1, pacTeKkaaach OECKOHEUHbIMU Be-
pEHULIAMM MacTEpPOBBIX, UAYIIUX HA pabOTy ¢ MHCTPYMEH-
TaMM Ha 1ieye 1 xJedoM 1o MbIIIKoi. Bes aTa MmemanmHa
OecrpepbIBHO noriomanack Ilaprxkem, MocTeneHHO pacca-
CBIBasICh U pacTBopsisich B HeM. Korma 2KepBese kazanoch,
YTO CpPeaU UAYILIMX OHA y3HaeT JIaHThe, OHAa BHICOBBIBAJIACh
U3 OKHA, PUCKYS YIacTb, a IOTOM €lle Kpernye MpuxXuMa-
Jla TIaTOK K ry0aM, Kak Obl cTapasich BTUCHYTb B ce0sl CBOe
rope.

Becenblit Mosiof0ii rojioc oTopBaj ee OT OKHa.

— Yro, X0351MHAa HeT, Tocroxa JlanTtee?

— Her, rocnogun Kyrno, — orBetusa XKepsesa, cussich
VJIBIOHYThCS.

D10 ObLI pabOYUIT-KPOBEJBIIMK, CHUMABIIMI B HOMEpax
KaMOPKY 3a JIecsiITb PpaHKOB Ha CAMOM Bepxy. 3a Iie4yaMu y
Hero ObUT MEIIOK. YBUIS KJIIOY B IBEPY, OH BOLLEJ HE MO-
CTy4aB, Ha TpaBax MpUSITENS.

— 3Haere, — MpoaoJKal OH, — $1 Tenepb padboTalo TaMm,
B 6onbHUIIE... Ho Kak xopoi, onHako, Mmaii! fmoBuras mo-
rougka, a?

OH B3MISIHYJ Ha 3arulakaHHOe, MOKpacHeBIllee JIMLIO
Kepsesbl, 3aMETUIT CMSITYI0, HO 3aCTJIAHHYIO KPOBaTh U TU-
XOHBKO MoKayaJs rojioBoit. IToroM momoiien K A€TsIM, KO-
TOpBIE BCE ellle CIajiid, PO30BbIe, KaK aHTeJI0UKU, U CKazall,
MMOHU3UB TOJIOC:

3anadus 5



— Tak. 3aryns, 3Ha4uT, X0351MH... Jla Bbl HE paccTpau-
Baiitech, rocrioxa Jlantbe. Beab OH 0OYeHb MOJIUTUKON UHTE-
pecyetcs. Korna Ha BeIOOpax ronocoBanu 3a OxeHa Cio, X0-
pOILIero MapHs Kak OyATo0, — OH UyTh C yMa He colies. MoxeT
CTaTbCsl, U HBIHYE OH MPOCHUIEI IIe-HUOYIb C NPY3bsIMU BCIO
HOYb HAMpOJeT U KPbLI KaHalblo boHamnapra.

— Her-Her, — ¢ ycunmem mipomrenrtaia Kepsesa. — 310
COBCEM He€ TO, YTO BbI AyMaeTe: s 3Hato, rae JlaHTbe... boxe
MOI, ¥ BCSIKOTO CBO€ rope!

Kyno nmoamurHyn eii, 4ToObl Moka3aTb, YTO HE BEPUT
370l BhimyMKe. OH TPEeIJIOXIII cOeTaTh 1T Hee 32 MOJIO-
KOM, €CJIM OHa HE XOUeT BBIXOAWTD; ITOTOM CKa3aj, YTO OHa
MpeKkpacHasi, 1O0CTOHas XeHIlMHA, YTO B Oe/ie OHa Bceraa
MOXET paccuuThiBaTh Ha Hero. Kak TosbKo oH yien, Kep-
Be3a BEpPHYJIach K OKOIIKY.

V 3acTaBbl B XOJIOMHOM YTPEHHEM BO3JyXe BCE ellle pa3-
naBajicst TOrmoT. MoxXHo ObLJIO pa3iMYUTh ciecapeil B cu-
HUX KypTKax, KAMEHIIMKOB B O€JIbIX IITaHAX U MaJISIpOB B
«TTOJTyTIJIBTO», U3-TIOJ] KOTOPBIX BUTHEIUCH JUIMHHBIE OJTy-
3bl. Bnanu Bcst aTa Macca cMelIuBaiach, CTUpaiach B OAUH
O0LIMI MYTHBIN TOH C MpeodiagaHueM IpsI3HO-CEpPOro u
JIMHSJIOTO cuHero. BpeMsi oT BpeMeHU KTO-HUOyIb U3 pa-
00YMX OCTAHABIMBAJICS PACKYPUTH TPYOKY, a Apyrue IuIu
MMMO HEro He YJbI0asiCh, HE TePeKUAbIBAsSICh CIIOBEUKOM;
HX 3eMJINCTO-CEephIe JIUIa ObLIN oOpaimieHbl K [Tapmxy, u
TOpOJ MPOTJIATHIBAJ WX OMHOTO 3a APYTUM 3USIONINM 3€-
BoM yiunbl ®obyp-Ilyacconnep. Ho Ha ynuue Ilyacco-
HbeE, Y IBYX Ka0auKoB, PacIOJOXEHHBIX IPYT MPOTUB APY-
ra, rae Kak pa3 OTKpbIBaIMCh CTaBHU, MHOTHE 3aMeJIsUIU
war. Ilpexae yem BOMTH, JIIOAW OCTaHABIMBAIUCH HA Kpalo
TpoTyapa u uckoca norsiapisaau Ha [Mapux. B pykax no-
SIBJISIIACh Kakasi-TO cJ1aboCTh, OBJaieBall COOIa3H MOTYISITh
NleHeK. Y mpuiaBka, mpouuiias cede rjoTKy, ONpOKKIbIBa-
JIU CTaKaHYMK, OTXapKUBAIUCH, TUIEBAIU, TOTOM YOKAJIUCh,
MPOTTYCKAJIX TI0 BTOPOMY Y TOJIMMJIMCH, HE CXOMS C MecTa 1
3arpoMoX/iasi IoMelIeHUeE.
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XKepBesa He crryckana ri1a3 ¢ kabauka asaau Koymom6a, Ha
JIEBOWl CTOPOHE: €Ml mokaszanoch, 4To JlaHTbe BoulIeN Tyaa
Bapyr ee oKIIMKHYJIa ¢ YAUIIBI TOJICTasi ITPOCTOBOJIOCAST XKEH-
IKrHa B (apTyke:

— PaHeHBbKO BbI BcTajiu, rocnoxa JlaHTee!

XKepsesa HarHynach.

— A, o710 BHI, rocrioxa bor!.. ¥ MeHs cerogHs rmporacTh
paboTHI.

— Ha, Tak BOT OHO 1 BbIxoguT. CaMo-TO co00il HUYEro
He JeJiaeTcsl.

N Havascs pasroBop U3 okHa Ha yauiy. I'-xxa boun 6bu1a
MPUBPATHULIEH TOMa, B KOTOPOM PecTOpaH «/IBYroyoBbIii
TeneHok» 3aHMMaJT HXKHUM Tax. ZKepBe3a 4acTo MOmKU-
nana JlaHTbe B €€ KOMHATYIIIKE, YTOObl HE CUAETb OAHOU
¢ obemalomMu MyxXXunHamu. [IpuBpaTHUIIA cKa3ajia, 4To
unet Ha yauiy [IlapboHbep: oHa XoTesa 3acTaTh ellle B Mo-
CTeJIU NOJKHUKA-CTYKaIlEero, ¢ KOTOPOro €e My HUKaK He
MOT TOJIYYMThb 3a MOYMHKY clopTyka. [ToToMm oHa cTana pac-
CKa3bIBaTh, KaK BUYEpa OAVH XUJEI MPUBET K ceOe XKEeHIIU-
HY U 0 TpeX 4acOB HOYM HUKOMY He aaBaj cnatb. Ho, He
repecraBasl TapaTOPUTh, I'-3ka bolll NpUCTaIbHO, € KaaHbIM
JII000TIBITCTBOM ormisiAbiBaia Keppesy. Kazanoch, oHa mwis
TOTO TOJIBKO U MPUILJIA, IJIS TOTO W CTaja IO OKOIIIKOM,
YTOOBI BBIBEAATh YTO-TO.

— JlaHTbe eule He BcTaBaji? — BHE3alHO CIIpOCKJja OHA.

— Jla, oH cniuT, — oTBeTWaa KepBe3a U HEBOJbHO
BCIIBIXHYJIA.

I'->xa boiur ¢ ynoBieTBOpeHUEM 3aMeTUIIa Ha ee Tjiazax
clie3bl U OTolLIa, pyrasi My>XYMH NMapluuBbIMU Oe3/1eJIbHU-
kamu. Ho oHa TyT Xe BepHyJach U KpUMKHYJa:

— Benap BBl HBIHYE MIETE B MpadeuHylo, TpaBna?.. MHe
TOXE HYXXHO KOe-4YTO MOCTUpaTh. S 3aiimMy 1isi Bac MeCTO
psimoM, MHI elie mobostaeM. — IloToMm, Kak Obl OXBayeH-
Hasl BHE3AITHOM XaJoCThlO, OHA 100aBuia: — A Bbl Obl JTy4-
11Ie OTOLIIM OT OKHa, OefaHsKeuka Bbl Mosi. Ellie 3aboliee-
Te... [1siauTe, COBCEM MOCHUHENM.
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Ho XKepBesa cinoBHO 3acThula y okoiika. I[1poiuio emie
JIBA TOMMUTEJIBHO MOJTruX 4yaca. JIaBku oTKpbuiMCh. IToTOoK
0,1y3, CITyCKaBIIIMICS C BBICOT, YK€ UCCIK. TOJIBKO OT/AE/b-
HbI€ 3aI103/aBIlIKe paboure, TOPOILUIMBO IIarasi, MpOXOauIn
3acraBy. Te, 4yTo 3acTpsiid B KabaukKax, MPOIOIKAIM MUTh,
OTXapKMBaThCs W TUIeBaTh. Pabounx cMeHUIM Tenepb pa-
OOTHMIIBI: JJAKUPOBIIUIIBI, MOOUCTKH, UBETOYHULBI. OHU
OBICTPO LM IO OyabBapaM, exach B CBOEH JIerkoi one-
KoHke. IIInu oHu KyuykaMmu, Mo TpU, MO YEeThIPE, OXKUBJIECH-
HO ©oJiTasi, XMXxuKasi, CBepkas rjia3zaMu W MOTIJsAbIBas IO
cropoHaM. BpeMst oT BpeMeHU TTpoXoawnia B ONMHOYKY Ka-
Kas-HUOyAb MoXuasi paboTHULIA, OeaHas1, Xyaasi, CEpbe3-
Hasl; OHa MEJIEHHO 11araja BIoJIb TOPOACKOI CTeHbI, 00X0-
ISl 3JI0BOHHBbIE JykKU. [ToToM monuiu ciayxaiye. OHU Ayau
Ha Majblbl U €IV Ha XOAY MSTUCAHTUMOBEIE Oyouku. IImn
TOLLIME 3aCTIaHHbIE MOJIO/bIE JIOAU B KOPOTKUX CIOPTYKaXx,
C CMHEBOI MOJ Ia3aMu; LW KEATble CTapUYKU C U3MO-
KIEHHBIMU OT JOJITOTO CUIEHUSI B KOHTOPE JIMLIAMU; OHU
OBICTPO CEMEHWJIM TI0 TPOTyapy U MOTJISAbIBAIN Ha 4Yachl,
copaszMepsisi T0 HUM CKOPOCTb CBOEI XOIbObI CEKYH/a B ce-
KyHny. HakoHel GyjibBapbl MPUHSUIM CBOM MUPHBIN yTPEH-
Huil Bua. CocenHue paHThe MPOTYJIMBAIMCh HA COJHBIII-
Ke; TTPOCTOBOJIOCHIE MAaTepH B TPSI3HBIX I00KAX yKauMBaIu
IPYIHBIX MJIAIEHIIEB U MEHSIIA UM TeJIeHKU Ha CKaMelKax;
COILIMBBIE, OOTpenaHHble PEOSTULIKNA BO3UJIUCh KYUYKaMH,
MOJI3aJIM 110 3eMJie, TTUILAJIM, CMESUTUCH U TIIaKaJIu.

XKepBesa uyyBcTBOBaja, YTO €if CTAHOBUTCS TPYIHO IbI-
1aTh, — CMepTeJIbHAsl TOCKa OXBaTUJIa €e, OHa OOJIbIIIe yXe
HU Ha 4TO He Hanesjach: el Ka3ajoch, UTO BCE KOHUYEHO,
YTO BPEMSI OCTAHOBUJIOCH, YTO JIaHThE HE BEPHETCSI HUKOT-
na. Ee OGnyxxnaroliuii B3rJisia Mepexoaus ¢ MoYepHeBIIEH,
MPOMUTAHHO CMpaaoM CTapoii OOMHU Ha OeJieChlii OCTOB
CcTposiieiicsl OOJbHUIIBI, CKBO3b 3USIOIIME MYCThle OKHA
KOTOPOU BUIAHBI ObUIM TOJIbIE MajaThl, KyAa CKOPO MPUIET
KOCUTb CMEPTh. A MPSIMO Tepel HEl, Hajl TOPOJCKOM CcTe-
HOM, Haja WyMHO MpoOyxaatomumcs [Tapuxem Hebo pas-
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ropajoch BCe sipue, U CBEpPKalOIUe COJTHEUHbIE JIYYU OCie-
TSI €ee.

Korna JlanThe crniokoitHO Bolien B KoMHary, 2KepBesa
yXe He uiakana. OHa cumesia Ha CTyJie, OECCUIIBHO OITy-
CTUB PYKHU.

— D710 THI, THI! — 3aKpHUyaia OHa, OpocasiCh K HEMY.

— Jla, . A panblie 4To? — OTBETUJI OH. — Jla 4To ThI,
oaypena, 4To jau?

OH OTTOJIKHYJ €€ U CEPAMTO LIBBIPHYJ CBOIO YEPHYIO he-
TPOBYIO IUIAMY Ha KOMOI. DTO ObLI MOJOIOMN YelOBEK JIET
JIBANILIATH 1IIECTH, MaJICHBKOTO POCTa, C OYeHb CMYTJION Kpacu-
BoOI1 (pM3MOHOMMUEI, C TOHKMMHU YCUKaMU, KOTOPbIE OH BCE Bpe-
MsI MallIMHAJIbHO MOKpYy4YrBaji. Ha HeM ObLIY CHHME XOJILOBbIS
pabouue TaHbl U CTapblid, 3aCAJICHHbIN, Y3KUIA B TAJIUU CIOp-
TyK. [OBOPYII OH C pe3KUM MPOBAHCATIBCKUM aKIICHTOM.

XKepsesa cHOBa OMyCTUIACh HA CTYJI U TUXOHBKO, TIPEPhI-
BalOLIMMCS TOJIOCOM CTajla XKaJloBaThCs:

— 41 BCIO HOYB IJIa3 HE CMbIKaia... 1 aymaja, Te0st you-
qn... I'me o1 066117 I'me HoueBan?.. boxe moit! He roBopu
HUYero, s ¢ yMa coiay!.. OrtocT, rae Thl ObL1?

— I'me Hamo, Tam u ObLI, — oTBevan OriocT, moXUMast
iedamu. — B Bocemb yacoB Obu1 B ['1ackepe, y TOro rmpu-
SITEJSI, UTO XOYET OTKPBITh IIANIOYHYI0O MacTepcKkyto. Hy,
u 3acunesncsd taMm. KoHeyHo, s mpearnoyes 3aHOYEBATh...
M notoM — Thl OTJIMYHO 3HaEllb, 51 TEPIETh HE MOTY, KOI-
J1a 32 MHOU mnuoHAT. OcTaBb MeHsI, MoXaylcra, B mokoe!

Kepsesa cHoBa 3apbiaaia... lllym ronocos, pe3kue nBu-
KeHus JIJaHTbe, KOTOPBIi CEpAUTO IBUTAJ CTYIbSIMU, Pa30y-
nuiu aeteit. OHU ycearch MOJIyrojible B KpoBaT M Havyaiu
PYYOHKaMM MPUIJIAKUBATh BOJIOCHI. Y CJIbIXaB MaTEPUHCKUM
IJ1a4, OHU OTYAsTHHO 3apeBeJIN: CJIe3bl XJIbIHYIU TPAJIOM M3
MX 3aCMaHHBIX CJIMIIABIIMXCS [JIa3€HOK.

— Hy, nouia my3ssika! — B GenreHcTBe 3akpuyan JlaH-
the. — CMmotpute, s yiny! Ha, yioy! M Ha aTOT pas yimy
HaBcerga!.. Jla 3aTkHeTech BbI uiu Het? Ipomaiite! 4 yxo-
Ky, OTKyAa MpUILIET.
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OH yXe cxBaTuj OBLJIO C KOMOJA CBOIO 1uisimy, HO 2Kep-
Be3a BCKOUMJIA, Kprya:

— Her, Her!

OHa crayia 1ackoBO YHUMaTh AeTeii. OHa 1ejaoBaja ux
BOJIOCHI, OHA yKJaAblBaja MX, lLlernya UM HEXHbIE CJIOoBa.
Hetn cpasy 3aTUXJIM, CHOBA YJIEIJIMCh Ha OAHY MOMYIIKY U
MPUHSUTUCH IIUTIATh APYT APYra, BECENIO CMeSICh. YTOMJICH-
HbIi1, OJIEAHBIN OT OECCOHHOI HOYM OTel] OpOCUJICS Ha KPO-
BaTh, HE CHSB naxe carnor. OH He ycHyJ1. OH Jiexall ¢ Iupo-
KO PacKpbITbIMM IJIa3aMM U OIJISIAbIBAJl KOMHATY.

— Heuero cka3atb, yucToTa! — TMPONICTITAT OH.

[ToTom nmocmoTtpen Ha 2KepBe3y U 3JI00HO 1OOABUI:

— Th1, kaxeTcs, pelnia 6oablle He YMbIBAThCS?

XKepsese ObUT0 ABanaTh ABa roga. OHa Obla 1OBOJIb-
HO BBICOKA M CTPOiTHA, ¢ TOHKUMM YepTaMU JINLIA, yKe M0~
TpEMmaHHOIO CypoBOii Ku3HbIO. HeuecaHasi, B CTONTaHHBIX
OalllMakax, B TpsI3HOM, 3acajieHHOM 0e10i KopTouKe, ITOCH-
HeBILIas OT X0J10[1a, OHA, Ka3aJ0Ch, TOcTapesia Ha AECSTh JIET
32 9TU HECKOJIbKO YaCOB CTPAIIHOTO, MyYUTEILHOTO OXKHU-
nanusg. OHa Bce eule Obl1a npuinbieHa crpaxoMm. CioBa
JlaHTbe BbIBEIM €€ U3 OLETIeHEHUSI.

— Kakoii Tl HecipaBeJIUBbIN, — 3arOBOPUJIA OHA, MPU-
xoJisi B ce0s1. — Thl Beab IpeKpacHO 3Haelllb, s eai Bee,
4YTO B MOMX cujax. l He BUHOBaTa, YTO MbI JOILIN 0 3TO-
ro... [Tornsnesna Obl st HAa TeOsT, KaK ObI Thl CIIPABUJICS C ABY-
Msl IETbMU B KOMHATe, IJie HET JaXe MeYkKu, BOAY He Ha 4YeM
corpetb... Korna mbl nipuexanu B Ilapux, He Hago ObLIO
cpasy mpoenath Bce neHbru. Hamo ObL10 ceityac e ycTpo-
HUTHCS, KaK Thl MHe oOerat!

— Ckaxure, moxanyiicral — 3akpuyan oH. — Thl TpaH-
XKMpUJa IeHbI'M BMecTe co MHO#. Hedero temeppb Xamio-
BaThcs!

Ho XKepge3sa, kazanoch, He cllylliaja €ro; oHa MmpojaoJ-
Kaja:

— B KOHIIe KOHIIOB, €ClIi Xpabpo TPUHSTHCS 3a JEN0,
MbI €llle¢ MOXXEM BbIKapaOKaThcs... Buepa Beuepom s1 roBo-
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puia c¢ rocroxoit MokoHke, paukoit ¢ Pro-Hes. C moHe-
neJibHUKA oHa OepeT MeHs1. Eciin y TeOst BhIliaeT YTo-HUOYIb
C TBOUM Apyrom u3 I'J1ackepa, MbI ONpaBUMCS B TIOJITOJA.
IMpuoneHemMcsi, CHUMeM KaKyr-HUOYIb KOMHATYIIKY, ¥ HAC
Oynet cBoii yroi... Hamo paborarb, paborars...

JlanTbe cO cKydarolIMM BUIOM IMOBEPHYJCS K CTEHE.
XKepsesa BcnibuiviIA.

— Tak oHo u ecTb! He oueHb-TO ThI JIOOUIIIb PAaOOTATh.
ITpsimo ionaenibest OT BaxXKHOCTU. Thl XOTea Obl ofeBaThCs,
Kak 0apuH, U KaTaTh IE€BOK B IIEJKOBBIX 100Kax. Tenepn,
KOT/a 5 3aJI0K1JIa U3-3a TeOsI Bce MOM TUIAThs, S CTaja He-
JIOCTAaTOYHO Kpacusa... BoT oHo uto!.. Orioct, s1 He XOoTe-
J1a Tebe 00 3TOM rOBOPUTD, S ObI ellle, MoXaayi, MOgoXIa-
Jla, — HO s 3Halo, Tle Thl MPOBeJ HOYb. S BUAesa, KaK Thbl
Bxoau B «bonbioit bajnkon» ¢ 310it nmoxoit Anensio! Jla,
Thl yaauHo BbiOpan! OHa-To unucTeHbKas! OHa BeaeT ceds,
Kak MpuHIEecca, U MMEET Ha 3TO MoJjiHoe TpaBo!.. Bech pe-
CTOpaH CITaJ C HEW.

JlaHTbE OTHUM MPBIKKOM COCKOUMII ¢ KpoBaTH. JIMIIO ero
ObUTO OJIeAHO, IIa3a CTaIuM TEMHBIMM, KaK YepHWIa. DTOT
MaJIEHbKUA YyesioBeueK ObICTPO MPUXOAUI B IPOCTb U Cpazy
repecraBajl BiaaeTh COOOI.

— Jla-ma, Bech pectopaH! — moBTopsina XKepse3a. —
Ckopo rocrioxa bolil BHITOHUT ee, a BMeCTe ¢ Heil U ee ce-
CTpy, 2Ty Tollylo Kisuy. [ToToMy UTO Ha JIECTHULIE MOCTO-
SIHHO TOJIKYTCSI MY>KUMHBI, LEJIbIA XBOCT MY>X4YHH!

JlaHnTbhe oAHsLT ObUIO KyJIaKu, HO TYT XK€ MOAaBUJI B ce0e
KejnaHue u3outh 2KepBesy. OH cxBaTu ee 3a pyKH, CBUpe-
10 BCTPSIXHYJI U LIBBIPHYJ Ha JETCKYIO KpOBaTh. JleTu cHOBa
rpoMko 3armiakanu. Torna JIJaHTbe onsITh yiercs u npooop-
MOTaJI CO CBUPEMbIM BHUIOM, CJIOBHO TIPUHSI BAPYT KaKoe-
TO pellleHue, Ha KOTOPOe A0 CHX MOP HE MOT OTBaXKUTHCSI.

— Tu1, XKepBesa, cama He 3Haellb, YTO Thl ceiiyac Haje-
Jana... Tel 00 3TOM noxaneeuib. BoT yBUauiiib.

Jletn Bce emle maakaiayd. MaTb, HaTHYBIIMCh Hall HUMH,
oOHMMaa 000UX, TYMO MOBTOPSSI OMHU U Te XKe CJI0Ba:
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— benHsikeuku Mou, eciu Obl TOJABKO Bac 3[eChb He
onuto0!.. AX, ecii Obl Bac He Oblmo! Ecam 6 Bac 3mech He
obLIO0!..

JlaHTbe CMOKOIHO JieXKa Ha KpoBaTH, He Cyllast IpUIK-
TaHuit 2ZKepBe3bl, U, YCTAaBUBLIMCh Ha JIUHSUTYIO 3aHABECKY,
Ka3aJoCh, YTO-TO YITPIOMO OO0IyMbIBal. Tak OH MpPOBAJISIICS
OKOJIO Yaca, 00psICh CO CHOM, XOTSI BEKH €r0 CMBIKAJIUCh OT
ycrajoctu. HakoHell oH MOBEpHYJICS U Orepcsl Ha JIOKOTb;
Ha JIMle ero ObUla HamucaHa 3JI00HAas pelmurMocTb. 2Kep-
Be3a yXe KoHuuIa yoopky KomMHatbl. OHa MOAHsIa U ofie-
JIa IeTeld, orpaBuia UX MocTesb. JJaHThe CMOTpEJI, Kak OHa
MoaMeTasa 1oJj, BeITUpaa Mnelib ¢ Mebean. Ho komHara Bce
DPaBHO BbIMJIsAENA XXanKoi U MpadyHoii. [ToTonok ObL1 3aK0M-
YeH; 000M OTCTaBaJIM OT ChIPBbIX CTEH; IPsi3b HA CJIOMaHHBIX
CTY/bSIX M HA KOMOJIE TOJIbKO pa3Ma3bIBajach MO TPSATTKOM.
Kepnesa nonpsizajia BOJOCH Mepe MPYBEIIeHHBIM K OKOH-
HOMY IUMMHTaJeTy MaJIEHbKUM KPYIJIbIM 3€pKajibleM, KOTO-
pPbIM MoJib3oBasicsl U JIaHTbe, Korma Opuics, U cTajia yMbl-
BaTbes. JIJaHTbe BHUMATEIBHO pacCMaTPUBAJI €€ TONBIE PYKU,
TOJIyIO 11Ie10, BCe, UTO ObUIO OOHAXKEHO, KaK Obl CpaBHUBAs ee
MBbICJIEHHO ¢ KeM-To. OH czelan Ope3riuBylo rpuMmacy. XKep-
Be3a MpUXpaMbiBaJia Ha MPaBylo0 HOTY, HO 3TO ObLJIO 3aMETHO,
TOJIBKO KOTJIa OHa OCOOEHHO yCTaBajla M YK€ He B COCTOSTHUU
Obla cnenuTh 3a coboit. CeromHs1 yTpoM, IMociie 3Toi yxkac-
HOI HOUM, OHA BOJIOUMJIA HOTY M XBaTajlaCh pyKaMM 3a CTE€HBI.

B xomHare Lapuia nojiHasi TAIIMHA, HUKTO HE TPOU3HO-
cu1 HU ciioBa. JlaHTbe Kak OynTo Bbikuall. 2Kepsesa, cHe-
aeMasi MyKoW, cTapajach Ka3aTbCs paBHOIYIIHOW U TOPO-
nwiack. Korna oHa ctana yBs3bIBaTh B y3eJ Ipsi3HOE Oelbe,
3aCyHYTO€ B YIOJ 3a CYHIYK, OH, HAKOHEIl, OTKPbLI POT U
CITPOCHIT:

— Yro 310 THI Acnacb?.. Kyna Tel nuein?

XKeppesa Huuero He orBeTia. Ho Korga oH 37100HO T10-
BTOPMJI BOIIPOC, OHA PE3KO U PELIUTEbHO CKa3aia:

— ThI caMm OoTIMYHO 3Haelb... Sl uay crupath. Henb3s xe
JIETSM KUTh B TPSI3U.
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OH nmoMmoJjiyaj, rmoka oHa cobupaja MiaaTKu, U BAPYT
CIPOCUII:

— A ICHBIM y TeOS eCTh?

XKeppesa cpasy BbIIPpSMUWIACh U, HE BBIMTyCKasl U3 PYK
I'PSI3HBIX JETCKUX pyballlek, MocMOTpesia Ha HETO B YIIOP.

— Jlenbru? Thl, MOXET OBITh, XOYelllb, YTOO S BOpOBa-
na?.. Tel caM OTJIMYHO 3Haelllb, YTO TT03aBYepa s Mojaydusia
Tpu (paHKa 3a MOIO YepHY1o 100Ky. C Tex mop MbI JBa pasa
Ha 9T0 noobenanu. Ema xuBo noadbupaeT AeHbru... Pasy-
MeeTcsl, HUKaKUX ACHET Y MeHsI HEeT. ¥ MeHsI pOBHO YEThbIpe
Cy Ha mpadeyuHyo... Sl He mompabarTeiBalo, KakK WHBIC XKEH-
IIUHBI.

JlanTbe He oOpaTu BHMMaHus Ha HaMeK. OH clie3 ¢ Kpo-
BaTU U CTaJl pacCMaTpyUBaTh pa3BelIEHHOE 10 KOMHATe CTa-
pbe. HakoHel OH CHSUT cO CTeHBI IITaHBI U IIaJIb, OTIIEP KO-
MO/l 1 BBITAILIWJI JIBE KEHCKUX pydaliku u kodTtouky. Bece
3TO OH Opocun XKepBese Ha pyKu.

— Iloiinu 3a0Xu.

— MoxeT ObITb, Thl XOY€Elllb, UTOO 51 U JeTei KCTaTu 3a-
Jioxkuaa? — crpocuia oHa. — BOT ObLJ10 ObI OTJMYHO, €CIU
OBl neTeli mpuHUManu B 3ayor! Cpa3dy Obl Y HaC pyKM pas-
BSI3JIUCh.

Ho Bce-Taku oHa nomnuia B tom0apa. OHa BepHYIach 4e-
pe3 ToJjyaca, mojioxkujaa Ha KaMUH TSITU(GPaHKOBYIO MOHE-
Ty U MpUCOEIMHMIA K MauyKe MPEeXHUX HOBYIO HEXHO-PO-
30BYI0 KBUTAHLIMIO.

— Bor Bce, uro MHe manu, — ckasaja oHa. — S mpocu-
Jia mecThb (hpaHKoB, 1a He Joousachk. O, OHU-TO HE PA30OPSIT-
cs... I Bce-Taku TaM Bcerna MmoJiHO Hapoja.

Jlantbe He cpasy B3si1 MOHeTy. OH XOTesa cHayajia Io-
cnatb ZKepBe3y pa3MeHsITh MSATh (PpaHKOB, YTOOBI OCTABUTh
YTO-HUOYIb U €if, HO MOTOM, 3aMETUB Ha KOMOJIe OCTaTKU
BETUMHBI B OymMare u Kycok xJieba, OIyCTHUJI MOHETY B XKU-
JICTHBIN KapMaH.

— 4l He monTa K MOJIOYHMIIE, — TIpoAonKana KepBe-
3a, — IMOTOMY 4YTO MBI JOJIKHBI € yxke 3a Heaemto. Ho s
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ckopo BepHych. [Toka MeHs He OymeT, cxoau 3a xjeOoM U
KOTJIETaMM K 3aBTpaky... Bo3bMu ellie JIUTp BUHA.

OH Huuero He oTBeTwa. Kaszamoch, CHOBa yCTaHOBWJI-
csl MUD.

MoJonas XKeHIHa MPoIoJKalla YBI3bIBaTh IPsI3HOE Oe-
Jbe. Ho Korga oHa B3su1ach 3a HOCKU U pyOaiiku JIaHTbe,
JIeXaBIIIME B CYHIYKE, OH 3aKpuyaJjl, YTOObl OHA UX HE TPO-
raia.

— OcraBb Moe 6enbe, cabiuuinb? S He Xkenato!

— Yero 270 Thl HE Xeaeub? — CMpOCUIa OHa, BIPSI-
MUBIIMCh. — He cobupaenibcst e Thl B CAMOM JIeJie OITSITh
HaneTh 3Ty rpsizuiy? Hamo BeICTUpATS.

OHa TpeBOXHO BIJISIAbIBAJIACh B €0 KpacMBOE MOJIOOE
JINLIO, BbIpakaBlliee HEMPEKIOHHYIO KECTOKOCTb, KOTOPYIO,
Kazajoch, HUUTO HE MOTJIO CMSITYUTh. JIaHThe pa3o3muics,
BBIpBaJl Y Hee U3 PYK O€jibe U LIBBIPHYJ €r0 B CYHIYK.

— Yept Bo3bMu! [la Oymemib ThI ciymaTtbesi? ['oBopio
Tebe, I He XKejaro!

— Ho mouemy? — crnipocuia oHa, GieaHes1, OXBaueHHasI
CMYTHBIM YXXaCHBIM MoA03peHreM. — Tebe ceiiuac BoBce He
HYXHbI COPOUYKM, BEIb Thl Xe HUKYyIa He ye3xkaellb... He
BCE Ji1 Tebe paBHO, eciiu s 3a0epy ux?

JlaHTbe C CeKyHIy MOJYay, CMYIIEHHBINA ee¢ MPUuCTalb-
HbIM, TOPSILIUM B3TJISIIOM.

— [Touemy... moyeMy... — mpoOGOpMOTaI OH. — A Hy TeOst
K uepty! Thl Oynelb BCIOAy paccKas3blBaTh, UTO 51 y TeOSI Ha
1Iee CMXY, YTO Thl CTUpacillb Ha MEHSI, YMHUIIb. TakK BOT!
MHe ato Hamoeno... K uepty!.. 3aHnMaiicst CBoMMU IejaMHu,
a MeHs ocTaBb B nokoe. I[Tpauku Ha OOCSIKOB HE CTUPAIOT.

XKepsesa crana ynpamuBaTh €ro, onpaBabiBasiCh, UTO OHA
1 He ayMalia XajuoBaTbcsl, HO JIJaHThe rpy0o 3aXJIONHYJ CYyH-
JIyK, YCEJICS Ha HEero U C HEHABUCTBIO KPUKHYJIL:

— Her! B KoHLIe KOHLIOB, UMEIO K€ SI TIPaBO pacCIopsI-
JKaThCsl CBOMMM BEIIaMU.

[ToTom, 4yTOOBI M30eXaTh €€ B3IJisiAa, HEOTCTYITHO Clie-
JIUBIIETO 32 HUM, OH CHOBA YyJIErcsl Ha KpoBaTh, 3asiBUJI, UTO
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€My XOUeTcsl craTh, U MOTpedoBall, YTOOBI OHA OCTaBUJIA ETO
B nokoe. Ha 3ToT pa3 oH Kak Oy/ATO 1 B CAaMOM JieJie 3aCHYJI.

XKepBesa crostia B HepemuTteabHOCTU. Eif xoTenoch
IIBBIPHYTh Y3€J ¢ OelbeM, OCTaThCs AOMa, YCECTbCS 3a
muthe. Ho poBHOe nbixaHue JIaHTbe B KOHIIE KOHLIOB YCIO-
kouJsio ee. OHa B3sula IIAPUK CUHBKY U KYCOK MbLJa, OCTaB-
IIUECS OT MOCJHEAHEN CTUPKU, U, IOAOWUIS K JETSIM, KOTO-
pble CMOKOWHO UTpaju IMOJ OKHOM CTapbiMM MpPOOKaMu,
HaKJIOHUJIACh, TOLIeJIoBajla UX U cKa3ajla BIOJIrojoca:

— bynbre yMHUKaMu U He 1ymure. [Tana cnur.

Korna oHa BbIxonuia, BCe B KOMHAaTe ObLJIO TUXO; TOJb-
KO mpuriIylieHHbIil cMex Kinoma n DTheHa pazgaBajics Mo
3aKOMYEHHBIM MTOTOJIKOM. BbLIO AecsATh yacoB yTpa. Y3Kas
COJTHEYHas IMOJIoCKa IMajajia B KOMHATY CKBO3b MOJyOTKpPbI-
TOE OKHO.

Berritng Ha OynbBap, 2KepBe3a MoBepHyJa HajJeBO U MO-
mria o Pio-Hes. Tlpoxonmss MmuMo 3aBeneHusT T-xku Poko-
HbE, OHA MOKJIOHUAch eil. [TpaueyHast Haxonuiach B Cpea-
Hell 4acTW yJIWIBI, B TOM CaMOM MeCTe, TJe HauMHaeTCs
noabeM. Ha Kpblilie HU3KOTO, TIJIOCKOTO 3AaHUST TPU OTPOM-
HBIX pe3epByapa JJs1 BOAbI, TP LUMHKOBBIX LIMJIUHAPA, 3a-
KPEIJIEHHBIX TOJICTEHHBIMU O0ITaMU, BBIAEISIIIMCH CBOUMU
CepbIMU OKPYIJIbIMU KOHTYpaMmu. [1o3aay HUX, BEICOKO-BBI-
COKO, Ha YPOBHE TPEThETO dTaxa, BO3BHILIAIACH CYIIWIbHS;
CKBO3b €€ aXXypHbIe CTEHbI U3 TOHKUX TOPU30HTATbHBIX TUIa-
HOK, MEXy KOTOPbIMU CBOOOAHO TYJIsT BETEP, BUIHO ObLIO
OeJibe, CYIIMBIIIEECS HA JATyHHBIX MMpoBosiokax. CripaBa oT
pe3epByapoB MEpHO U TsXKeJIO TbIXTeNa y3Kasl Tpyba mapo-
BOI MalllMHbI, BbIOpAckIBasi KIyObl Oeioro nbiMa. Boiinst B
NIBEpb, 3arPOMOXIECHHYIO KyBUIMHAMMU C XXUIKUM KaBeJeM,
XKepsesa, npuBbIKIlas K JyXxam, Aaxe He rmogodpasia 1000K.
OHa yXe 3Hajla X03SI1Ky MpavyeyHoil, MaJIeHbKYIO, XPYIKYIO
KEHIIMHY ¢ OOJIbHBIMU TJa3aMu, CHIAEBIIYIO 32 CBOMMU
KOHTOPCKMMM KHUTaMU B 3aCTEKJIEHHOI KOMHaTtke. OKo-
JIO Hee JIeXalu Ha TTojKaxX OpyCKU MbUIa, IIapuKU CUHBKU
B CTEKJISIHHBIX OaHKaXx, MaKeThl CoMbl Mo moyikuiio. [Tpoxoas
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