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Ilpeducnosue

B ampene 1840 rona s BBIMYCTWI B CBET MEPBbIi HOMEP HO-
BOTO €XeHeIelbHNKa, IIEHOW B TpM IIeHCca, IOJ Ha3BaHUEM
«Yacwel muctepa Xamdppu». [Ipenmonaraaoch, 4To B 3TOM exXe-
HeleJIbHUKE OYAYT IeyaTraThCs He TOJbKO paccKasdbl, OYEPKHU,
acce, HO U OOJIBIIION POMaH C MPOIOJIKEHUEM, KOTOPOEe JOJDKHO
clenoBaTh HE M3 HOMepa B HOMED, a TakK, KaK 3TO TPEICTaBUTCS
BO3MOXKHBIM M HYXXHBIM 15T 3aAyMaHHOTO MHOIO M3TaHMUSI.

[lepBas rimaBa 3TOro pomMaHa IOSIBAJIACh B YETBEPTOM BHIITY-
cke «YacoB mucrepa XaMbpu», Koraa S yxKe yOeauics B TOM,
HACKOJIbKO HEyMEeCTHa TakKasl 06eCropsiIoYHOCTb B TTOBPEMEH-
HOI IeYaTh U KOTha YMUTATeIM, KaK MHE Ka3aJloCh, ITOJTHOCTBIO
pazgenuian Moe MHeHue. Sl mpucTynui K padoTe Haa OOJbIIUM
POMaHOM C BEJIMKUM YIOBOJbCTBUEM M II0JIaralo, 4TO C He
MEHBIIIUM YAOBOJBCTBUEM €r0 NMPUHSIIM U YuTateau. bymydyu
CBSI3aH paHee B3SITBIMU Ha cebsl 00s13aTeIbCTBAMM, OTPBIBAIO-
IIAMU MEHSI OT 3TO# pabOTEHI, I TTOCTapajica KakK MOXHO CKopee
M30aBUTHCS OT BCSIYECKUX IIOMEX M, JOCTUTHYB 3TOT0, C TeX IIOp
10 OKOHYaHUs «JIaBKU ApeBHOCTEI» TTOMeIlIall ee TJ1aBy 3a Iia-
BOW B KaXX/IOM 0YePEIHOM BBHIITyCKE.

Korna poMaH ObUT 3aKOHYEH, sI pEIIUJI OCBOOOIUTH €T0 OT
He MMCEIOIMMX K HeMY HUKAKOTro KacaTeJbCTBa acCOIIMAIWit
1 MIPOMEXYTOYHOrO MaTepualia M U3bsJI Te CTpaHULIBI «YacoB
MucTepa Xam@pu», KOTOpble MevyaTaauch BIIEPEMEXKY C HUM.
M BOT, M0J0OHO HEOKOHUEHHOMY paccKa3y O HEHAaCTHOW HOYU
1 HoTapuyce B «CEeHTMMEHTAJIbHOM ITyTeIIeCTBUM», OHU TIepe-
IIJTK B COOCTBEHHOCTh YeMOJAHINNKA W Macionena. I1pu3Ha-
I0Ch, MHE OYE€Hb HE XOTEJIOCh CHAOXaTh IpeACTaBUTEICH 3TUX
MOUYTEHHBIX peMeces HayaJbHBIMU CTPAHUIIAMU OCTaBJIEHHOTO
MHOIO 3aMbIcJia, TAe MUCTep XaM@pU OMUCHIBAET CaMOro ceos
U cBOl 00pa3 xu3Hu. Ceiivac 1 MPUTBOPSIIOCH, OYATO BCTIOMHU-
Halio 00 3TOM ¢ PUITOCODCKUM CITOKONCTBHEM, KaK O COOBITHUSIX
JMaBHO MUHYBIINUX, HO TEM HE MEHee Iepo MOe UYyTh 3aMETHO
JIPOXUT, BBIBOJS 3T CloBa Ha Oymare. BripoueMm, aeno caena-
HO, M clieJlaHO TMpaBMIbHO, U «Yackl MucTtepa XaM-
¢bpu» B mepBOHAYATLHOM UX BUIE, CTUHYB C 0€JIOTo 5



CBeTa, CTAJIM OMHOM M3 TeX KHUT, KOTOPHIM II€HHEI HET, IIOTOMY
YTO MX HE MPOYUTACIIIh HU 3a KaKWe IEHBIM, Yero, Kak U3BecT-
HO, HeJIb34 cKa3aTb O IPYyruX KHUrax.

Yro KacaeTcsi caMOro poMaHa, TO 51 He COOMpaloCh pacmpo-
CTPaHSATBCI O HEM 311eCb. MHOXECTBO Apy3eii, KOTOPBIX OH TO-
Iapujl MHE, MHOXECTBO cepell, KOTOpbIe OH KO MHE IIPUBJICK,
KOIJa OHU OBLIM ITOJHBI TJTYOOKO JTUYHOIO TOps, IPUAAIOT eMY
LIEHHOCTb B MOMX TJla3aX, JaJeKylo OT OoOIlero 3Ha4eHus U yXo-
JSIIYIO KOPHIMU «B MHBIE TIPEIETbI».

Ckaxy 3aech TOJIbKO, 4TO, paboTas Haja «JIaBKoii ApeBHO-
cTeii», s Bce BpeMs cTapajicsd OKPYXHUTh OTMHOKYIO IEBOUYKY
CTPaHHBIMU, TPOTECKHBIMM, HO BCE e MPaBIONOA00HBIMU (pu-
rypaMu U cobupas BOKPYI HEBUHHOTO JIMYMKA, BOKPYT YUCThIX
TIOMBICJIOB MajieHbKO Henmu ranepeto mepcoHaxel CTOJb ke
MPUIYIJIUBBIX U CTOJIb XK€ HECOBMECTUMEIX C Heil, KaK Te Mpad-
HBIC TIPEIMETHI, KOTOPBIC TOJIISITCS Y €€ IOCTEIN, KOrma Oymy-
11ee ee JIMIITb HaMeJyaeTcs.

Muctep Xamppu (10 TOro, Kak OH MOCBSITUI cebOsl peMecy
YyeMOJaHIIIMKa U Macjofesna) JOJAXeH ObUl cTaTh paccKa3uu-
KOM 3T0i1 ucropur. Ho TTOCKOJIBKY s ¢ caMoro Hadajia 3agyMall
pOMaH TakK, 4TOOBI BIOCJICACTBUU BBIMYCTUTH €0 OTIACIHLHON
KHMXXKOM, KOHUMHA MucTtepa XaM@ppu He NoTpedoBajia HUKa-
KUX U3MEHEHU.

B cBa3u ¢ «maneHbkoit Hemnmn» y MeHs €CThb OMHO TPYCT-
HOE, HO BBI3BIBAIOIIIEe BO MHE YYBCTBO TOPAOCTH BOCIIOMMHA-
HUE.

CTpaHCTBOBaHMS €€ ellle He MOJOIUIM K KOHILY, KOTJa B Ofl-
HOM JIUTEPATYPHOM XKYPHAaJIE MOSBUJIOCh 3CCE, TJIaBHOU TeMOW
KOTOpOro Oblja OHa, U B HEM TaK BAYMYMBO, TaK KpaCHOpPEUM-
BO, C TaKOI HEXHOCTBIO TOBOPUJIOCH O HEM CaMoOil M O ee TIpH-
3payHbIX CITyTHMKaX, YTO C MOEH CTOPOHBI ObLIO OBI MOJHOI
0ECYYBCTBEHHOCTbIO, €CJIM Obl MIPY YTEHUU €ro 51 He MCIbITal
PagoCTH 1 KaKoW-TO 0co0oit boapocTu ayxa. [loarue ronsl ciy-
CTS, MO3HAKOMUBIIUCE ¢ ToMacom [ymom m Bums, Kak OOJIe3Hb
MEIJICHHO CBOIMT €0, MOJIHOTO MYXKECTBa, B MOTHUITY, S Y3HAJ,
YTO OH-TO W OBLI aBTOPOM TOI'O 3CCE.
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XOTb 1 ¥ CTapyuK, MHE TIPUATHEE BCETO TYJISITh TTO3IHUM Be-
yepoM. JleToM B IepeBHE ST 4aCTO BEIXOXKY CIIO3apaHKy M Jaca-
MU OpOXY ITO0 IOJISIM Y IIPOCETOIHBIM TOpOraM WJIM HCYe3aio
13 IOMY cpa3y Ha HECKOJIbKO IHEit, a TO ¥ HelleIb; HO B ropoie
MHe TOYTH He CJIydaeTcsi ObIBaTh Ha YJIMIlE paHbllle HACTYILIe-
HUST TEMHOTBI, XOTb $1, OarogapeHbe bory, Kak 1 BCsaKoe XUBoe
CYIIIECTBO, JIOOJIIO COTHIIC M HE MOTY HEe 9yBCTBOBAaTh, CKOJIBKO
PaIOCTH OHO ITPOJIMBACT Ha 3€MJTIO.

A mpucTtpacTuics K 3TUM IO3OHUM IIPOTYJIKaM KaK-TO
HE3aMEeTHO IS CaMOro ce0sl — OTYacTH M3-3a CBOETO Tejiec-
HOTO HEJ0CTaTKa, a OTYACTH MOTOMY, UTO TEMHOTA OOJIbIIE pac-
ToJiaraeT K pa3MBIIIUICHUSIM O HpaBax M JeJIaX TeX, KOro BCTpe-
yaelrb Ha yaunax. OcaenuTeIbHbINA 0JIeCK M CYTOJIOKA MO~
HSI HE CITOCOOCTBYIOT TaKOMY OeclLieIbHOMY 3aHSATUIO. bernbiii
B3IJISI Ha JIMIO, TPOMEJIbKHYBILIEE B CBETE YJIMYHOTO (hoHapsI
WU TIepell OKHOM JIaBKU, TTOI4ac OTKPBIBAET MHE OOJIbIIE, YeM
BCTpeda THEM, a K TOMY 3Ke, TOBOpsI II0 IIpaBAe, HOYb B 3TOM
CMbICJIE 1o0pee NHS, KOTOPOMY CBOMCTBEHHO I'pybo U 6€3 BCs-
KOIO COXaJeHMs pa3pylliaTh HalllM €1Ba BOZHUKILWE UUTIO3UU.

BeuHoe xoxaeHue B3ag M BIlepe, HEYTOMOHHBIN ITIyM, He
cTHXalolllee HM Ha MUHYTY IIapKaHbe MOMOIIB, CIIOCOOHOE
CIIAAUTh M OTHLIM(MOBATH CaMblii HEPOBHBINM OYIBDKHUK, —
KaK TepIIsIT Bce 3TO obuTaTenu y3kux ymodek? IlpencraBbre
00JIbHOI0, KOTOPBIH JIEXKUT Y ce0s1 ToMa Tae-HUOYyIb B IPUXOAe
Cs. MapTtrHa u, u3HeMorasi OT CTpajJaHuii, Bce ke HEBOJBbHO
(CTIOBHO BBIIIOJIHSS 3adaHHBIM YPOK) CTapaeTcsl OTIUYUTH IO
3BYKYy IIaTM peOeHKa OT IIaroB B3pPOCJIOro, XKaJIKMe OIOPKHU
HUIIEHKHU OT camoXkeK IIeroJjis, OeciielbHOe IIaTaHbe C yrja
Ha Yrojl OT IEJIOBOM MOXOIKU, BSUIOE KOBBUISTHbE OPOISITU OT
OoliKoii MOCTYNM McKaTeds npukitodeHuii. [IpencraBere cede
TYJI ¥ TPOXOT, KOTOPHEIE PEXYT €ro CIyX, — HEIPEeCTaHHBINA I10-
TOK XM3HU, KaTSIINI BOJIHY 32 BOJIHOI CKBO3b €TI0 TPEBOXKHBIE
CHBI, CJIOBHO OH OCYXXJEH M3 BeKa B BeK JieXaTb Ha IIYMHOM
KJIanouIle — JieXaTb MEPTBBIM, HO CJIBIIIATh BCE 3TO
0e3 BCSIKOU HAIeXIbl Ha TIOKOM. 7



A CKOJIbKO MEIIeXOMO0B TSHETCS B 00€ CTOPOHBI IO MO-
cTaM — BO BCSIKOM cJIy4yae I0 TeM, Tlle He B3MMaioT cOOpoB!
OcTraHaB/IMBasICh MOTOXUM BeUepoM Y TapareTa, OMHU M3 HUX
pPacCesIHHO CMOTPST Ha BOAY C HESICHOM MBICIIBIO, UTO JaJeKO-
JlaJIeKO OTCIoMIa 3Ta peKa TeyeT MEeXIy 3eJIeHbIMU Oeperamu,
MaJIO-TIOMaJTy pa3uBasiCh BIIMPb, M HAKOHEI] BITagaeT B HEOOb-
SITHOE, 0€30peKHOEe MOpE; NPYTUe, CHAB C IIJIeY TSDKEJIYIO HOIITY,
MISAAT BHU3 U IyMaloT: KaKoe cyacTbe MPOBECTU BCIO KU3Hb
Ha JICHUBOU, HEMOBOPOT/IMBOI Oapxke, mocachiBasi TPyOOUKY
Jla ToApeMbIBasi Ha Ope3eHTe, MPOKAJEHHOM TOpSIYUMU JTydaMUu
COJIHIIA; a TPETbU — T€, KTO BO MHOTOM OTJIMYCH U OT ITEPBBIX
M OT BTOPBIX, T€, KTO HECET Ha TuIeyax HOILIly, HECpaBHEHHO 00-
Jiee TSXKKYl0, — BCIIOMUHAIOT, KaK JaBHBIM-JaBHO UM IPUXO-
JUJIOCHh TO JIX CJBILIATh, TO JIU YUTaTh, YTO U3 BCEX CITOCOOOB
caMOyOMIiCTBa CaMblii TPOCTOM U JIETKUIA — OPOCUTHCS B BOLY.

A Kosent-TapaeHckuit ppIHOK Ha paccBeTe, BECEHHEN W
JIETHEH Topoii, Koraa ciagoCTHOe OjaroyxaHue LIBETOB 3arily-
IIIaeT ellle He pacCesBIIMICSI CMpaJ HOYHOU Tyab0bl U CBOAUT
C YMa 3aXMPEeBUIETO APO3/a, KOTOPBIA MPOBE BCIO HOUb B KJIET-
Ke, BHIBEIICHHOU 3a yepmayHoe okomko! bemnsara! OH ogunH
31eCh CPOIHM TEM MAJICHBKHUM IIJICHHUKAM, 9TO JIM0O BAJISIIOTCS
Ha 3eMJie, YBIHYB OT TOpsTYMX PYK 3aXMEJICBIIMX ITOKyMNaTenei,
JInbo, coMJIeB B TyTMX OyKeTax, XAyT yaca, Korma OpbI3ru Bo-
JIbl OCBEXAaT UX B yromy TeM, KTO MOTpe3Bee, WU Ha pagoCTh
cTapryKaM KOHTOPIIMKaM, KOTOpEIE, CITellIa Ha paOoTy, CTaHyT
C YOUBJICHUEM JIOBUTH CeOs1 Ha HEBECTh OTKYA B3SIBIIIMXCS BOC-
TMOMUHAHMSIX O Jiecax U MOJIsX.

Ho s He Oymy GoJibliie pacpoCTpaHSITbCS O CBOMX CTpaH-
cTBoBaHUsX. [lepeno MHOI cTOUT apyras uejib. MHe xodyeTcs
pacckasaTb O cllydae, OTMETHBIIEM OIHY M3 MOMX IPOTYJIOK,
OIMCaHNUE KOTOPBIX S U MPEAINOCHIIal0 3TOM ITOBECTU BMECTO
NpearucCIOBUS.

OnpHaxnabl BeuepoM ¢ 3a0pes B CUTU U, IO CBOEMY OObIK-
HOBEHUIO, 1€ MEIJEHHO, Pa3MBIIUISAS O TOM O CeM, Kak
BIPYT MCHSI OCTAaHOBUJI Ye-TO TUXUI, IPUSATHEIN ToJoc. 1 He
cpasy yJIOBUJI CMBICJ BOIIpoca, 0OpaIlleHHOIO IBHO KO MHE, U,
OBICTPO OTJISIHYBIIMCH, YBUIE PSIOM C COOOU XOPOIIEHbKYIO
NIEeBOYKY, KOTOpas CIpallnBaja, KaK e MpOWTH Ha TaKyl0-TO
YIIMIY, HAXOOUBIIYIOCSI, KCTAaTH CKa3aTh, COBCEM B IPYroil ya-
CTH TOpOIa.

— BOTO0 OYeHb JaJIeKO OTCIo[a, TUTSI MOe, — OTBETHI SI.

— [Ma, cap, — poOKo ckazana oHa. —  3Hai0, 4YTO Jajeko,

s TIpUIIUIA OTTYJA.
8 — Ogna? — ynuBmIce 4.



— Br0 He 6epa, 4TO omHa. BOT ToNbKO g cOUnIach ¢ TOporu
U 0010Ch, KaK Obl COBCEM HE 3aIlIyTaThCs.

— Tlouemy Xe ThI CIIpocuia MeHsI? A BAPYT $1 MOILUTIO TeOs
He TyJa, KyJaa Hy>KHO?

— Hert! 9Toro He MOXeT ObITh! — BOCKJIMKHYJIA IeBOYKA. —
BbI Benb cTapeHBKUIA M caMU XOOUTE MEIJICHHO.

He Oepych BaMm mepenaTh, Kak Mopa3uJii MEHsSI 3TU CJIOBa,
CKa3aHHbIE C TaKOU CUJION YOeXIEeHbs, YTO Y NEeBOYKU daxe
BBICTYIIUJIM CJIe3bl Ha TJla3aX U BCE €€ XPYIKOoe Tesblie 3aTpe-
neTaio.

— Iloiigem, s mpoBOXKy TeOsl, — cKasal .

JeBouka MpoOTsIHYJAa MHE PYKY CMeEJIO, TOYHO 3Hajla MEHS
C KOJIbIOEM, U Mbl MEIJICHHO NBUHYIUCH Aajblie. OHa cTa-
paTebHO MPUHOPABINBAIaCh K MOUM IIIaraM, Kak OyATO CUM-
Tasi, 9YTO 3TO €if Hago BECTU U OXPaHATh MEHS, a HE Ha0OOPOT.
S 1O M meo MoBMIT HA ceOe B3MIISIABI MOCH CITYyTHUIIBI, BUIUMO
cTapaBllieiics yragaTb, He 0OMaHBIBAIOT JIM €€, U 3aMeydall, Kak
B3IJISIIBI 3TH pa3 OT pa3y CTAHOBSTCS BCe JOBEpUYMBEE U TOBEP-
JUBee.

TpynHO ObUIO U MHE HE 3aMHTEPECOBATHCS ITUM PEOEH-
KOM — MMEHHO pebeHKOM! — XOTS ee CTOJb IOHBINM BUI 00b-
SICHSIJICSL CKOpee MaJIeHbKUM POCTOM UM XPYIIKOCTbIO (DUTYPKU.
Opnera oHa Oblja, MoXajyi, yepecuyp Jerko, Ho O4eHb OMpPsIT-
HO, ¥ HUYTO B €¢ 0OJIMKEe He TOBOPUJIO O HUIIETE WIN 3a0po-
IIEHHOCTH.

— Ko e Tebs mocnan Tak gajaeko, 1a emle ogHy? — CIpo-
CHII S1.

— Tort, KTO 0O4YeHb JIOOUT MEHSI, CIP.

— A 1o kKakomy aeny?

— BOTO0r0 S He MOTY BaM CKa3aTb, — TBEPIO OTBETHWJA JIe-
BOYKa.

[TosryyuB Takoi OTBET, s1 C HEBOJIbHBIM YIUBJICHUEM ITOCMO-
Tpesl Ha Hee. YTo XKe 3To 3a mopy4yeHue, eCJiu UCTIOJHUTEIbHU -
1y eTo 3apaHee ITOATOTOBMIIN K paccrpocam? BeICTpeIe neTcKue
IJ1a3a cpasy e IIPOWIM MOU MBICIIY, W, TIOCMOTPEB MHE B JIMIIO,
JeBouYKa 100aBUIa, 4YTO HUUETO AYPHOTO TYT HET, HO TOJbKO 3TO
OoJiblllasl TaifHa — TaiiHa Jaxe IJIs Hee.

B cioBax meBOYKM He YYBCTBOBAJIOCh HAMEPEHUS CXUTPUTH
WJIXA IIPOBECTU MEHSI; OHU IPO3BYYAJIN C TMIPOCTOMYIITHOM OTKPO-
BEHHOCTBIO, HE OCTAaBJISIBIIIE COMHEHHMU B MX IPaBINMBOCTH.
Mbl M BCE€ Tak Ke psiIoM; MaJlo-IIOMally OHa CBBIKJIACh CO
MHOI ¥ HadaJia BeceJio 00JITaTh, HO O CBOMX JOMAIIHUX JejIax
He 00OMOJIBWIACh OOJIbIIIE HU CIOBOM, CIIPOCUB TOJIb-

KO, KOpOYe€ JIM 3Ta HOBas 10pora, KOTOpou 4 ee BeLy. 9



41 mepebupa B yMe COTHHU pa3INIHBIX OOBSICHEHUI 3TOM 3a-
rafiki ¥ oTOpachIBasl X O4HO 3a ApyruM. CoBecTb He M03BOJIsUIa
MHE BOCIIO0JIb30BaThCs MTPOCTOMYIIMEM U MPU3HATETBbHOCTBIO pe-
O0eHka. S mo6Jt0 AeTeit, U eciu OHU, TaK HEAaBHO OCTaBUBIIIME
Boxblo 06uTeNb, OTBEYAIOT HAM TEM X€, UX JII0OOBBIO IIYTUTh
Henb3s. MeHs Tak 00paioBajio JOBEpUE 3TOM IEBOYKH, UTO 5 pe-
IIWJI 3aCJIY>KUTh €r0 M He OOMaHBIBaTh IETCKOIO YyBCTBa, Ipa-
BWIbHO TMOJCKA3aBIIIEeTo €i1, Ha KOro OHA MOXKET MOJOXUThCS.

Ho nmouemy ObI MHE He MTOBUAATH YeJOBEKa, KOTOPBIA CTOJIb
JIETKOMBICJIEHHO TOcJIall peOeHKa B TaKylo 1ajb, MO3IHO Beue-
poMm, 6e3 MPOBOXATHIX? A UTO, €CJIM BOJIM3K JOMa OHA IIPOCTUT-
cs1 co MHo#? [lpenBuas 310, s1 BBIOMpPaT OKOJbHBIE MYTH, TaK
YTO JeBOYKA y3HaJa CBOIO YJIMILY JUIIb TOTAA, KOTa MbI BBIIII-
JI1 Ha Hee. PagoCTHO 3axJ10MaB B JaAolIM U MoOexaB Brepes,
MOSI HOBasI 3HAKOMasl OCTAHOBIJIACh Y MaJICHBKOTO IOMHUKA, J0-
KIajxach MEHsS Ha CTyIIeHbKaX U MOCTYJalach B IBEPb.

YacTtp 3TOI nBepu OblIa 3acTeKJeHHas, 0e3 CTaBHEl, HO
s OTOT0 CHayaja He 3aMeTWJI, TaK KaK 3a Heil cTosijga TbMma
W TOJIHAsl TUILMHA, K TOMY Xe MHe (He MEHbIlIe, YeM IeBOY-
K€) XOTeJIOCh ITOCKOpee YCHIbIIIaTh OTBET Ha Haml cTykK. OHa
MOCTy4ajla BTOpOI, TPETUM pa3, U TOJBKO TOIIA B JOME ITOCJIbI-
11aJIOCh KaKOe-TO IBMKEHHE, a ellle yepe3 MUHYTY 3a CTEKJIOM
OJiecHyJ1 c1a0blil OTOHEK, MPU CBETE KOTOPOTO 51 YBUIET U KOM-
HaTy U YeJi0BeKa, MEJIEHHO MPOOMpaBILIETOCS K HaM Cpeau
OCCITOPSAIOTHO HATPOMOXKICHHBIX BEIIICH.

DTO OBLT HEBBICOKUI CTAPMK C IJIMHHBIMU CEIBIMM BOJIOCA-
MU, U0 U (PUTYpy KOTOPOTO SICHO OCBelllajia cBeya, TaK Kak
OH JIepXaJjl ee HaJ roJIoBoi U cMoTpen npsiMo Briepea. CTapocThb
JIABHO HAJIOXWJIA Ha HETrO CBOIO MeyvaTh, U BCE XK€ MHE MoKa3a-
JIOCh, OyATO B 3TOM BBICOXIIEM, TIIEAYLIIHOM TE€JI€ €CThb YTO-TO
ob11Iee ¢ XpYIMKoil GUrypKoit Moeli MaJeHbKOM CITyTHUIIBI. [J1a-
3a — ToJiyOble y 000MX — ObLIM OECCMOPHO MOXO0XU, HO JIMLIO
cTapvka 00pO3aUIv TaKKe TJTyOOKHWe MOPIIMHBI, U OHO HOCUJIO
cliefbl TAKMX TSKKUX 3a00T, YTO Ha 3TOM CXOJCTBO KOHYAJIOCh.

KomHaTa, 1o KoTopoit oH He CITelra mpooupacs, IpeacTaB-
JIsij1a co00i OAHO M3 T€X XpaHWIMIL BCIYECKOro JIDOOMBITHOTO
M PEIKOCTHOIro Ao0pa, Kakue eIlle BO MHOXECTBE TasTCs 10
TeMHbIM 3aKoyjakaM JIOHIOHa, peBHUBO U HEIOBEPUYUBO CKPbI-
Bas CBOM ITBIJIBHEIE COKPOBHINA OT ITOCTOPOHHMX IUTa3. 31ecCh
ObUTM PBILIAPCKUE TOCIIEXH, MasSIMBIINEC B TEMHOTE, CIIOBHO
OlleThle B JIaThl IIPUBUIACHUS; MPUIYYIJIUBbIC PE3HBIC U3ACIHS,
MoMaBIlIMe Clofa U3 MOHACTBIPEN; pxKaBoe OpyXKe BCeX BUAOB;

ypoausl — (apbopoBble, N1epEeBSIHHbIE, CIOHOBOM
10 KOCTH, YyTYHHOTO JIUThS; TOOEJIEHB U MeOelIb TAKUX



CTPaHHBIX Y30POB U JIMHUIM, KaKe MOXHO IPUAYMATh TOJIBKO
BO CHE.

brenHelit, Kak TeHb, CTApUK YAUBUTEIbHO TMOAXOIMUJI KO
BCeil 3Toi o0cTaHOBKEe. MOXET ObITh, OH CaM M PhICKAJI IO CTa-
PBIM ILIEpKBaM, CKJICIIaM, OITyCTEBIIINM JOMaM M COOCTBEHHBIMU
pyKaMM coOHMpa Bce 3TH PEAKOCTH. 31eCh He OBLIIO HU €IMHOMN
BeIlM, KOTopasi He Ka3ajach OBl IIOJ CTaTh €My, HU €IMHOM Be-
14, KOTopasi Obli1a ObI OoJiee IpeBHEN U BETXOM, YEM OH.

[ToBepHYB KJTI0U B 3aMKe, CTApMK MOCMOTPEJT Ha MEHS C He-
JOYMEHHWEM, 1 OHO HUYYTh He YMEHBIITMIOCH, KOTIa eT0 B3IJISII
yIaj Ha MOIO CIIYTHHMITY. A OHa cpa3sy ke, C IIopora, craja pac-
CKa3bIBaTh €My O HallleM 3HaKOMCTBE, Ha3bIBasl €0 JAETYIIKOM.

— Tonybka Most! — BOCKJIMKHYJ CTapUK, TJiaas ee 1o Tojo-
Be. — Kak ke 310 Thl 3amiyTtajiack? UTo, eciiu Obl s MoTepsiI
MO0 ManeHbKyo Hemu!

— He 0oiicga, nepymka! — yBepeHHO cKa3ana oHa. — K me-
be 51 Bceraa Haiiay 10pory.

CrapuK II0oLIeJIOBaJl €e, TOTOM ITOBEPHYJICS KO MHE W MpU-
rIacuJl MeHs 3alTU B IOM, 4TO s U caenan. JIBepb cHoBa Oblia
3amepTa Ha Kiod. Mas Brepeaud co CBeYOi, OH IPOBENT MEHS
Yyepe3 TO XPaHWIMIIE pa3HbIX Belleil, KOTOpOe S BUACHT C YIu-
116, B HEOOJIBIIYIO XKUIYI0O KOMHATY C IBEPbI0, OTKPBHITOM B CO-
CEHIOI KaMOpKYy, TAe CTOsla KpoBaTKa ITOf CTaTh TOJIBKO
(bee — Takast oHa ObuTa MajieHbKasl U HapsiaHas. JleBoyka 3a-
KTJIa BTOPYIO CBeUy M YIIOpXHYJa K ceO¢, OCTaBUB MCHS HAaCIH-
HE CO CTapUKOM.

— BBHI, JOKHO OBITh, YCTaIU, C3p, — CKa3as OH, MOJ0ABU-
ras K KaMyuHy cTyJl. — He 3Hato, Kak MHe 0JlarogapHTh Bac.

— B caenytomuit pa3 nposiBute 00Jiblie 3a00THl O CBOE
BHYYKe. MHOIT 61arogapHOCT MHE He HYXXKHO, IPYT MOii! — oT-
BETU S1.

— bounbiie 3a00ThI? — Apede3KaluM ToJJOCOM BOCKIUKHYII
oH. — boJbiie 3a60Tel 0 Hesu! Jla MOXXHO Jiu JIIOOUThH pedeH-
Ka cuJibHee!

DTO OBUIO CKa3aHO C TAKUM HETONICIbHBIM M3YMJICHHEM,
YTO sI pacTepsICs; K TOMY K€ HEMOIITHOCTh U OJIy>KHAIoIINiA, OT-
CYTCTBYIOIIWIA B3IJISII COYETAIMUCh Y MOETO COOECeMHMKA C IITy0o-
KO, TPEBOXXHOMW 3alyMUNBOCTBIO, KOTOpasi CKBO3MJIa B KaXIoil
yepTe ero Jinia, yoexaass MeHsI B TOM, UYTO CTapHK BOBCE HE BbI-
JKIJT U3 YMa U He BITaJl B IETCTBO, KaK MHE IMOKAa3aJI0Ch CHaJaJa.

— Ilo-moemy, Bbl Masio AymaeTe... — Hayval s.

— Mano gymato o Heii! — nepeOua oH MEHsI Ha TOJIyC/I0-
Be. — Mano aymalro! Kak Bbl gajieKu OT UCTUHBI!

Hennu, manenbkas mos Hennu! 11



KoMy npyromy ymaaochk ObI BEIpa3UTh CBOM UYBCTBA C TaKOM
CUJIOHM, C KAKOU BBIPA3WJI UX STUMU YETHIPbMS CJIOBAMM CTAPbIA
aHTukBap! S xpgaj, 4yTo rmocienyeT gajbliie, HO OH TOAMEpP py-
KOl TOIOOPOIOK U, ITOKAaYaB TOJIOBOM, YCTABWICS Ha OTOHb.

MbsI cugenu B IMOJHOM MOJYAaHWM, KaK BAPYT OBEpPh Ka-
MOPKM OTBOPWJIACh, M IEBOYKA, C PACITYIICHHBIMH IO TUICYaM
CBETJIO-KaIlITAHOBBIMM BOJIOCAMU, PAa3pYMSHUBIIASICS OT CITCIII-
KM, — TaK eif XOTeJOoCh MOCKOPee BEPHYThCS K HaM, — BoOIILIa
B KoMHaTy. OHa ceifuac ke pUHSIJIaCh COOMpPATh YKUH, a CTa-
pUK TeM BpEeMEHEM CTall IIPUTJISIABIBATECSI KO MHE €Ille BHU-
MaTeabHee. MeHs 0O4eHb YOIWBWIO, YTO IEBOUYKE IPHXOMTUTCS
BCe JenaTh caMol, — IO-BUAMMOMY, KpOME Hac, B JOME€ HU-
KOro He ObLI0. YIyuduB MMHYTY, KOT/Ia OHA BBIIUIA, 51 PUCKHYJ
3arOBOPUTH 00 3TOM CO CTaphbIM aHTUKBAapOM, HO OH OTBETHI,
YTO M CPEIr B3POCIBIX JIOACH Mao HalaeTCsd TaKUX pa3yMHBIX
¥ 3a00TJIMBBIX, KaK €ro BHYYKa.

— MHe Bcerga 00JIbHO CMOTPETh, — B3BOJIHOBAaHHO Haydall
sI, YCMOTPEB B €ro OTBETE BCETO JIUIIL 3TOU3M, — MHE 00JIb-
HO CMOTpPETh Ha ACTel, KOTOPBIM MPUXOINTCS CTAIKUBATHCS
C TPYIHOCTSIMU XXU3HM UyTh JIU HE B MJIaJeHICCTBE. DTO yOMBa-
€T B HUX TOBEPUYMBOCTh U AYIICBHYIO IIPOCTOTY — JIydIllee, YTO
uM aapoBaHo borom. 3auem 3acTaBisiThb peOeHKa JEIUTh C Ha-
MM HaIlli TSTOTHI, KOTAA OH eIlleé He MOXET BKYCHUTh PaJOCTeil,
JIOCTYITHEIX B3POCJIOMY YEJIOBEKY?

— Ee moBepuyMBOCTH M IYIIEBHOM IIPOCTOTHI HUYTO HE YOb-
€T, — CKa3aJ CTapukK, TBEpIAO MIAAs MHE B Iaza. — B Hell 3To
3aJI0KEHO CJIMILIKOM TJIy0OKO. A KpOMe TOTro, y IeTeit OeTHIKOB
TaK Majlo PafoCcTeil B XXM3HU. 3a KaXmoe, JaXe CKPOMHOE yIo-
BOJIBCTBME HAIO TUIATUTE.

— Ho... mpocTuTe MEHS 3a CMEJIOCTb... BbI, HABEPHO, HE TaK
VK O€IHbI, — cKasa s.

— DT0 He Moii pebeHOK, ¢3p, — Bo3pa3us cTapuk. — Ee
MaThb ObIJIa MOEI JOoYephlo, M OHA TepIieia HyxXay. MHe HuJe-
TO He yIaeTcs OTKJIAAbIBATh... HM OMHOTO TIEHHM, XOTs BBl CAMU
BUANTE, Kak s xkuBy. Ho... — TyT oH TpoHYI MeHS 3a IUIeUO U,
HarHyBIIUCH, 3amientan: — [Ipuaer Bpemsi, U oHa pa3borareer,
OHa OyneT BaxkHoil Jienu. He ocyxmaiiTe MeHs, 4TO 51 oOpeme-
Hs110 Henmu xJ1omoTaMu 1o AoMy. DTO JOCTABIISIET € pagocThb,
¥ OHA He MepeHecaa ObI, eclI 0 I MOPYIUI KOMY-TO APYTOMY
Ty paboTy, ¢ KOTOPOI MOTYT CIIPAaBUTHCS €€ MAJICHBKUE PYIKU.
Brl roBOpuUTE, S1 MaJIoO AyMalo O CBOEi MaltoTKe! — BOCKJIMKHYJ
OoH B cepauax. — Ho Tocrnoap 3HaeT, 4TO y MeHSI HeT APYroi

3a00THI B XXU3HU, — BCE MOU ITOMEBICIIBI TOJIBKO O Hel!
12 3HaeT, a ymayu MHE He IUIET... He IIeT!



B a1y MuHYTY Ta, 0 KOM IIIJIa pe4b, CHOBA ITOSIBUJIACh B KOM-
HaTe, U CTapuK, Cpa3y 3aMoJiyaB, 3HAKOM IIPUIJIACHJI MEHS
K CTOJY.

Toapko MBI IPUHSIJIVCH 3a Tparme3y, Kak B IBeph ITOCTYYaIH,
n Hemmm ¢ BecellbIM cMeXOM, OT KOTOPOTO Y MeHs cpa3y ImoTe-
IJIEJIO Ha Cepalle, — CTOJIbKO B HEM ObLIO IeTCKOW 6e33a60T-
HOCTH, — cKa3zaja, 4TO 3TO, HaBepHO, Mpubexkan noopeiii Kur.

— Bor 6anoBHuial — Ctapuk JacKOBO IOIJIAAWI €€ IO BO-
JiocaM. — BeuHo oHa moaTpyHUBaeT Haj OenHbIM KuTtom.

HeBouka paccMmesiiach ellle Becesee, W, INISIAS Ha Hee, S caM
HE MOT yAepXaThCs OT YIbIOKU. CTapuK Ke B3I CBedy, IO
OTIepeTh ABEPh U BCKOPE BEPHYJICS B conpoBoxneHnn Kura.

KuTt okazasicst KynjaaTbiM, HECKIaAHBIM MTOAPOCTKOM C OT-
POMHBIM PTOM, OYE€Hb KPAaCHBEIMM IIeKaMH, B3ICPHYTHIM HO-
COM M HEBEPOSITHO KOMWYHBIM BEIpaxkeHHeM Jjuina. [Ipu Bume
Yy>KOT0 YeJI0BeKa OH 3aMep Ha IOpOre, HEJIOBKO IePEeMUHASICh
C HOTHM Ha HOTY, YMOPMUTEILHO Tapallla Ha Hac Tjlaza U Tepeds
B pyKaX COBEpIIEHHO KPYIJYIO HUISIITY 0e3 BCIKOTO MpU3HaKa
noJieii. S ¢ mepBoro B3mISAa IPOHUKCS OJIATOJaPHOCTBIO K 3TO-
My MaJIb9MKYy, IIOYyBCTBOBaB, YTO OH ¢AWHCTBCHHBIM BHOCHUT
BeceJIbe B KM3Hb MajieHbKoi Hemm.

— JHaneko s Teds nockiana, Kur? — crnpocui crapuk.

— Jla mpu3HAaThCsI, XO3IWH, TyTh HE OIVIKHUNA, — OTBETUJ
MaJIBYUK.

— A oM cpa3y Harten?

— Jla IpU3HATBCS, XO35IMH, HE OYCHB-TO Cpa3y.

— TbI, KOHEYHO, Mporoaoxancs?

— Jla Ipu3HAaThCS, TTOKAIYIA, 9TO U TaK.

Y ManpunKa OblIa CTpaHHAsI MaHepa TOBOPUTh, CTOSI OOKOM
K COOCCeTHUKY M Aeprasl TOJI0BOI, TOUHO 3TO IBUKEHHE ITOMO-
rajo eMy M3BJeKaTh HapyxXy cOOCTBeHHBIN rojioc. OH MOr ObI
pas3BeceIMTh KO0 YTOAHO, HO MaJleHbKYIo Hemtu ero uynavect-
Ba IIPUBOIVIIN MMPSIMO-TaK! B BOCTOPT, ¥ ST paJOBaJICs 3a IeBOY-
Ky, BUIISI, 9YTO B 3TOM JOMeE, Tl €if COBCeM He TOMUIOCH XUTh,
OHa HAXOIWT, HaJ YeM IOCMeAThCS. KuTy SIBHO JMBCTIUI TaKOM
ycrex: TOHSB BCIO Oe3HAIeKHOCTh CBOMX ITOIBITOK COXPAaHUTD
Cepbe3HOE BhIpaKeHUE JIMIIa, OH BAPYT MPBICHYJ, Ja TaK U 3a-
IIeJICS OT CMeXa, CTOSI C ITMPOKO OTKPBITHIM PTOM UM 3aKMYPEH-
HBIMU TJIa3aMM.

Crapplii aHTMKBap CHOBA ITOTPY3WICS B allaTUIO, HAYETO
He BUIS BOKPYT ce0s1; HO OT MOEro BHUMAaHMUS HE YCKOJIb3HY-
JIO, YTO SICHBIE Tjla3a NeBOYKM 3aTYMaHWIUCh Clie3aMU, BbI3-
BaHHBIMU PagOCThIO IPU BCTpPeUe C €€ HEKAa3UCTBIM
JIIOOMMIIEM TIOCJIe BCeX BOJTHEHMUIT 3TOro Beuepa. Uto 13



KacaeTcst Kura, roToBOrO B 100YI0 MUHYTY IIEPENTH OT cMeXa
K IIJIa4y, TO OH yIAJIUJICS B YTOJI, IIPUXBATUB C COOOI OIpOMHBII
JIOMOTb XJieba ¢ MSICOM M KPYXKY MHUBa, U C XKaTHOCTbIO MPU-
HSJICSI YHUYTOXATh U TO U JPYTOe.

Ho BOT cTapuk B3moxHy 1, TTOBEPHYBIITUCH KO MHE, BOCKITUK-
HYJI, CJIOBHO MBI C HUM U He TIpeKpaliajy Halllero pa3roBopa:

— Kak xe BbI MOXeTe TOIpeKaTh MEHS, UTO S Majo TyMalo
o Heit!

— He nago npuHuUMaTh Tak OJU3KO K CEpAlly MOM CJIOBa,
Be/Ib 3TO OBUIO CKa3aHO TI0 TIEPBOMY BITEYATICHUIO, — OTBETILI 4.

— Jla... — 3amyMYuBO IIPOTOBOPWJI OH, — ma... [loiinm cro-
na, Hennu.

HeBouka nmoadexaia K ey U OOHsJIa ero 3a Ie.

— Benpb g mobmo teds, Hemu? — cnpocun ee crapuk. —
Ckaxu, JII00JTIo 5T TeOS MU HEeT?

Bwmecro oTBera oHa mpuiacKaiach K HEMY, — JIETCKas Io-
JIOBKA HEXHO IpuIiajia K ero rpyau.

— Tlouemy ThI mavyemb? — OH MpUBJIEK €€ K cede U me-
peBeJ B3TJIsAN Ha MeHs. — Tebe oOMIHO, YTO I COMHEBAIOCh
B 9aTom? Hy, monHo, monHo! Ctaso ObITh, TaK U OyAeM 3HATh:
s1 OYeHb J1o0I10 Moto Hesum.

— Jrobums! KoHneuno, moouiib! — MpOHUKHOBEHHBIM T'O-
JIOCOM cKa3zajia oHa. — KUT Toxe 3To 3HaeT.

KuT, KOTOpHBIil ¢ HEBO3MYTUMOCTBIO (DOKYCHMKA 3arjIaThIBaJl
€ KaXIbIM KyCKOM XJIeOa IBe TPEeTH HOXa, IIPUOCTAaHOBUJICS Ha
MMHYTKY M ODJIYIIUTEIbHO PSIBKHYI: «Kakoii Xe aypak 3TOro
He 3HaeT!» — IocJie Yero OTIpaBUJI B POT cpa3y LeJblid caH-
JIBUY, JUINAB ce0s1 BCSIKON BO3MOXHOCTH ITPOIOJIKATH Jallb-
HEWIIMU pasroBop.

— VY Hee ceiffyac HUYETO HET, — IIPOIOJIKAJ CTAPUK, ITOTJIa-
JKMBasi BHYYKY 110 Iieke. — Ho MmoBTOpsiio: He majeko To Bpe-
M1, KOrJa oHa OyaeT Oorara. Sl maBHO X1y 3TOro, OYeHb JaBHO,
U noxaych. HenpeMeHHo noxmycek! ECTh 101, KOTOPBIE TOJIBKO
¥ 3HAIOT, YTO KYTHT, COPST IeHbIaMM HaIpaBo W HAJIEBO, a CYac-
The caMO OEXUT K HUM B pyKu. Korma e oHO mpuaer Ko MHe!

— Jenymka, 1 1 Tak cyacTiuBa, — ckKa3ajiia Hemmm.

— Bsnop, B310op! — ocTaHOBWI €€ cTapuK. — Thl elle HU-
Yyero He MOHUMaelllb, 1a U rae Tede moHATs! — W oH 3a60pMo-
TaJl CKBO3b 3yObI: — Harire Bpemst mpumet, 00s3aTeIbHO IIPUIET.
Moxet gaxe, 4eM Io3xke, TeM Jydimre. — [loTomM B3mOXHYI U,
He OTITycKasl OT cebs MEeBOYKY, CHOBA IOTPY3UJICS B 3aAyMUU-
BOCTb. /10 MOJIYHOUYM OCTaBaJIMCh CYMTAHHBIE MUHYTHI, S BCTaI,

CcOOUMPAsICh YXOMWUTh, M 3TUM BBIBEJI €T0 U3 OlleTIeHe-

14 HUSL.



— Tlomoxaure, cap... Kut! Kak xe Tak! JIBeHan11aTh 4acos,
a ToI Bce ele 3aech! beru, 6eru nomoii! A 3aBTpa yTpoMm, CMO-
TpM, HE omas3abiBaii, Thl MHe TMoHamooubcsa. Hy, criokoitHo
Houn! Heomn, IpocTHCh ¢ HUM, ITYCTh YXOIWT.

— CrnokoitHoit Houn, Kut, — cka3zajia oHa, U Ijla3za ee 3a-
CBETIUINCH JTACKOU M BECEIIhEM.

— CrnokoiiHoit Houun, Mucc Hemnmm, — oTBeTUI MaJIbuMK.

— W mob6naromapu 3Toro MXeHTJIbMeHa, — J00aBUJ CTa-
puk. — Ecnu Obl He OH, s, MOXauyid, moTepssl Obl CBOIO Ma-
JeHbKylo Hemu.

— Her, Her, xo3sauH! — cka3zan Kut. — He rogurcs Tak ro-
BOPUTB!

— Tlouemy? — yauBHJICS CTapuK.

— IloTroMy, X03sMH, YTO yX SI-TO HEIpEeMEHHO OBl ee Ha-
IIeJ1, eCI OBl OHA TOJIBKO IO 3eMJTIO He CKPBIIACh. [e-Hurime,
a Hamren Obl, B omuH Mur! Xa-xa-xa!

KuT cHOBa pasuHyJ pOT, 3aXMYpPWICSA U, ISITICh 3a0M,
C TPOMOBBIM XOXOTOM BBICKOUMIT M3 KOMHATEI.

OuUyTHBIINCH 3a IBEPhIO, OH MEIJIUTh HE CTajl M XUBO yoOe-
Xay momoit, a Hemmm mpuHsutacek youpate co croja. Ctapuk
BOCIIOJIB30BAJICSI 3TUM U CHOBa 00paTUJICsS KO MHE:

— Bam, MoxeT, mokaxkeTcsi, cap, OyATO 51 HEAOCTATOUHO lie-
HIO TO, UTO BBI ClIeJIAJIM CETOIHS, HO 3TO HeBepHO. MbI ¢ Hennu
MOKOpHEeUIIe U CMUPEHHO OJarogapuM Bac 3a Bce, a ee Ojaro-
JIApHOCTb CTOUT OOoJibllle MOeii. MHe Obl He XOTeJI0Ch, YTOOBI BhI
VIIUTA C MBICJIBIO, OYATO S1 HE YYBCTBYIO K BaM IIPU3HATECIIBHOCTHU
3a Ballly JOOpOTY M Majio 3a004ych O CBoeil BHyYKe... HeT, cap,
3TO HE TaK.

— To, uTO g BUAeH, yoexmaeT MEeHsI B IPOTUBHOM, — CKa-
3aJ1 S ¥ TIOTOM 100aBwmI: — Paspemmre TOIBKO 3a1aTh BaM OIWH
BOIIPOC.

— W3BoabTe, c3p, — oTBeTUN cTapuk. — Chopaliu-
BaiiTe.

— Heyxenu 3a 3Toli NEBOYKOU, TaKOU XpYMKOU, Takoi
KpacHBO# M YMHEHBKOM, HUKTO HEe IIPUCMATPUBAET, KpOMe Bac?
Heyxenu y Hee HeT ellle KaKOro-HUOYAb Apyra, COBeTYnKa?

— OHa OoJbllle HU B KOM He HyXHIaeTcsl, — cKa3all OH,
C TPEBOTOM TJISAMS Ha MCHSL.

— A He cTpalIHO 1 BaM OpaTh Ha ce0s1 TaKyl0 OTBETCTBEH-
HOCTb? Bapyr BHI He cripaBuTech ¢ Heit? Hukro He coMHeBaeT-
Cs B BalllMX OJIarTMX HAMEPEHUSIX, HO OTIaeTe JIU Bbl ce0e OTYeT
B TOM, KaK HaJ0 3a00TUTHCS O CTOJIb HeXKHOM nutomuue? S to-
Xe CTapuK, W, KaK U BCIKOMY YeJIOBEKY Ha CKIIOHE
JIeT, MHE OCOOCHHO TOPOTH CYIIIECTBA IOHBIE, ¥ KOTO- 15



